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INRECO presents the golden voice 

of super pop star 

USHA UTHUP 

in their sensational new hindi album 


Ihe'Ha/o Kama girt whrrte vibrant voce scT you ieet tappng in the 

70i. now brings y<»i swinging soind of tiie 60s to the beat oi 10 tint pop songs 
guaranteed to nttkt* you cLtnce the right away. 

htifrutirinaf singer Udia has eniiraled audknces of all ages and musical tastes. 
Hn ;thibty vng ir> bni^ngr^ Ivts rapHvated miUnra the wriM over, ^he row 

Mngs inr you rt hM (vst Hmrli abum Udta is one uf those very few who has the electnc 
magnet(Sm combnnd with a ricii powerful voice that go tn make a pop singer, a pop star. 

('nme. feel (he Mhration of the ha 331/3 LP Stereo album. 


The Iridian Record 


INKECO Manufacturir>g Co. Ltd. 

Calcutta • Delhi • Bombay • Madras 
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Anyrtime is tea-time... 
...with Eagle cosy tea-pots 
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'UUVfocjflbriM-tMtrta* MU 
man i usm 
Slninr*v Ac AP4tMnlK.rto(rtD«fOi 
wploo.Ma» tu peOUfee 

M <itom «c of mM tu nuftlRg 
JuM (lake << (Mce Mprcvfwmr 
ttsttttffrnAly bffM luwccArfor 
toyr« aiHj heun Am Meaning hoi 
ttiUj'lo ittn ftl «n)tmr inO 
fKiyilPw. viOitjgMiairttOMa 


^ieciai 1 
vacuum flask 1 
refill inside 
keeps your 
drink steaming 
hoc foi hours i 




Cagle cosy tea-pots. Keeps hot for hours. 





The irresistible ghazal duo presents 

The Bri^testlklents 


of the 80 s 


new 


talents, fresh youthful voices. 

r Fromro!^ 




Here is a new 
disc that deserves your 
careful listening. There are 
today a number of young 
and talented ghazal singers 
striving for recognition.Wc 
selected the best, gave them 
training in recording 




m 


techniques,acquired 
suitable 'shairs' and set them 
to lilting, hummable tunes. 
The result-acharming 
collection ofghazals in a 
new stereo album. 


msBi 



HTC-CCMS0SK1 


Jagjit Singh brings togeihei some promising 
gha7at talents of our time. Junaid Akhtar. Vinod SehgaK 
Sumita Chakraborty, Ghinsham Vaswtni« Seema Sharma 
and Ashok Khosla. Encouraged from childhood they 
developed their feeling for ghazal under the guidance 
of Jagjit Singh. Junaid has already captivated audiences 
abroad. Vinod has made his way well into films. Sunita 
plans a music career in Bombay.Ghansham has recorded 
a duet with Chitra Singh. Scema is a successful HMV 
artiste. Ashok has made his debut as a playback singer 
in Bombay. Together with Jagjit and Chitra Singh, they 
bring you one of ilie finest albums of the year. 

Lyrics in a special insert. 

Available on Stmo LP and Musicassette. 

TTie best entertainment. Only from 
























And give me the taste 
of toasted tobacco. / 


J 





CtlAJtMlNAll 


siuur{|RiwMnc 


CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 


loasted taste mode milder 
Thof’s the woy I likeit. 

/ 

Omow*** ih» kBt« of roMTod 
tobocco owiCTod bv «nilltoni iK* world 
Now fno^ imldor caf>hj<^ 
fM you' vwltmg >n 

ChoriTw>or KItor 

CHARMINAK 


Mam Dealer. Pole Bros. Guntakai S1S602 


C«nvMl<r.tlO 
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Exclusive Kuklip Nayai 9 
Opnon 10 

Powcf and PoMcsBarun Sf^qutjUi 19 


STEOAL REPORT 


SlMOAT SPECIAL 


Th^ unpuok^heO Nehru lotlers 7k 
The Cube craze Madhu Jem 36 


SPORT 


MAM Remaswamy lord ot HM Racmq Oinq Tepan ChB^i 20 


HoM 10 oemohsn honnq cnckoi (itit V 


Con mpii ano (Vo<n*i« tv |u» Liir cS ‘’Ah‘>- Hit' 4ij 


Mr) Qtnd^ eufler) a aetoecK A $c«c4i Corresrundem and M V 
Khar 42 

*lt men keep oHiOOR 


Shoniy aMer the Chtneaa 
aogreaaion in i962. Panda 
Nehru wrote a long secrel ielte< 
10 all ch«l minister) expleming 
the miirtary debacle and why (he 
Chmeae acted m such bad lean 
Wt» cMblish ihe lener. Page 24 


RuOih s cube has laken (he 
West by storm and la ««• on as 
way 10 becoming acnza m India 
also A repoti on what lh« devil* 
isn hRia puuie « al aboM and 
rewew of Ihe Herature a has 
already eoonaorad Paee29 


The World 49 
Asiemi SS 
DeVa Diary it 

ihmrt ~ 

Khaas eaai SO 
Simdayweck St 
This mdis S3 
I Withodl Ctfivnonl S3 
\ Chess B»dq>iOuiz SMrrm ‘i*. 

. Comr sinf> Peanuts *'7 


Even 9'^ UP CM Vishwanath Pratap Smgh had started breedwig 
normally altar vime suspaots at iha Dehufe massacre of h^eam 
had been arrested, a group ot lhaur dacoHs fiht CM*s castei 
bniiaity killed ten nanians m Sadhupur vrSage of Mwipun Oisinci 
M j AkOH travelled lo west UP lo uncdver the Ms between 
casie and socrai lensun end how deceits. puMoens end the 
poii::e ooai wah each other Pm 12 


Covo* Iransoartficy ot Ian Bothtur. nv NikN) llhahscharva 


Editor M .• Aknat 


M A. M, Ramaswemy. hair to the lergeet fortune m the aouth. la a 
succaestui buunaasmah and kaen sportsman, but moat rrpof- 
tani of all. he 18 king ot Ihe reong green, owreng the lergest 
number ot horses m ine country and lest approacteng the world 
'ecord oi wmnMQ e hundred claasics Tepan Cheki met rum m 
Madras Pm 20 


kai n Miw 90m S.^W* Kw CtwW <!•»•*(•» 'K.vtvn 1 « , 
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Precision leaves 
a trail of 
efficiency... 


Type '6' Vaneaxiai and 
Tubeaxidl Fans 

For \rentiJalion and arr supply 
systams. Capacities: from 3400 
lo 200,000 mVltr pressures 
up fo 9 cm S W G 




'E' & RE' Industrial Blowers 

For OtI and gas furnaces, cupoM 
work, gas boosimg, pickling 
tanks Capncitifs up to 
9350 rn^/hr (E) and 2720m 
<RE). pressures up lo 140 cm 
(E) and 116 cm (RF) S W.G 


P' & R' High Pressure 
Blowers 

Fur high pressure air/gas 
movement Capacities . from 
230 to 109.000 m^/hr (F) and 
up to 255.000 m^/hr (R); 
pressures up lo 188 cm (P) 
and 280 cm (ft) S W G. 



SSL' & 'SSLD' Induced 
and Forced Draft Fans 
For general draft duty Capacities 
up to 600,000 m^/hr, pressures 
up to 50 cm S.W.G. 




MW AW' Si OW 
Industrial Exhausters 
For handling clean and 
rontanimaled air/gas at ambient 
as well RS high tempeiatures 
CapardHis . from 460 to 
144.000 pressures up (a 
60 cm S W G 


'LL* fii *LLO' Limit Load Fans 
For dirconditioriing and ventilation 
syst^ns Single or double width 
types Capacities : from 1100'«o 
868.000 m^.hr: pressures up 
to 15 cm S-W.G. 
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AIR CONDITIONING CORPORATION UMITED 

India's most experienced air handling technologists. 


17 Faralalla Road. Calcutta 700 053 


CC/ACC<3rSI 









Two years of a 
government that 
does not work 


T he nm were fm the Presidentlel elKMon 

miiinly at commi^tiun. eMimr Mr V. V. Gin who was 
whiJe (he present Coriftres supported by Mn Gandhi. Mr Cha¬ 
pin iLiivernmenrS are <»f van. acvordin« (o Mr Mishra, had a 
omisMuii Mrs Gandhi's progressive image, therefore, ihey 
'i MMid rin/uarnaiion has been far had to pick on Mr Morarji Desai 
trom impressive. She has concluded who was conservative in ouilwh, 
two years at rulci but there ic and made h.m quit the cabinet. 
JiTiosi nothing to show for rt, either Bur over the past (wo years gov 
guild i»T Imd. CturiiiK her earlier eminent policies and programmes 
stmt At offKc, she at least used the have reflected a bias (vr the upper 
power she had, fnr good or i«- This class. The result is that very liiile is 
time she has not acted ai all. Then percolating to the villages or the 
.1 wiis ifiisgovernance, now if is backward areas for development 
non governance li is not even a In the 1971 mid term polls Mrs 

holding Afierarion because every Gandhi won a twi>thirds majuritv 

ihihg IS Cuming down, law and m the Lok Sabha Rut disillusion- 

order, administration and her own mem >ei in within two years. She 

reputoiion as well. did not keep her promise of remov 

kven her own partymen admit ing poverty. It is (he same storr 

tliai she is nor vrhai ^e used to be. again, after winning by an ovef> 

Sinne sav that she has become reli whelming majority in the* 1980 elec- 

gious and spends more time in lions True, as Jte said repeatedly 

rituals and visiting remote temples, people should not expect miracles 

hume point out that she has nut yet But there is not even ihe beginning 
lecovered from the loss ol Saniay of anv plan to impiove thelot uf (lie 
Gandhi's. 1 do not think that this poor 

explains her non p^ormance My And she has enacted two laws to 
improssxon ia that in the past she suppress the discontented. The 
had a framework to act in, left of Natiooal Security Act. another, 
centre, socialistic at lea^t in pre- MISA. has not hMn us^ against 
cept even if nor in macKce. It profiteers and blackmarketeers. 
meant a certain discipUne, a cer* but against her opponents, in the 

lain approach, a particular way of fields of labour and politics. The 

doing things. She bas not only for* law to ban strikes in essential ser- 
saken that line—-the Congress(f) vices ha» the same target. Mrs Gan* 
election manifesto does not have dhi does not seem to have learnt 
the word socialism in it—-but is also any lesson from her past mistakes, 
particular not to do anything which Instead, there is a bit of bravado m 
is mutivated by that philosophy. the ir.discriiDinare way the power 
1-ooking back, when she national to detain and curb strikes i» being 
ised the banks in 1969 it was to give used. She has even begun lo justify 
M ideological colour to her Hght tbe Emergency, something which 
for personal power in the Congress she was r^uctant to do in the initial* 
pAty. Mr D. P. Mishra, her Cha- period of bar latest term in office, 
nakya at that lime, once told me What she wants to project is that 
(har their first target was Mr Y- B. the people were wrong, not she 
Chavan, then a Congress hi^ com- The central fiat to ihr states to 
mand member favouring Mr San- curb the activiiies of leftist eitrem* 
jeeva Reddy, the old guard’s candi* isu bas led to a reign of terror in 


certain states like t'P and Bihdi 
Even non violent, resistance l^ 
being »(aiTiMd out, oppimunts are 
being killed in whai an* desrut^eU 
as "encounters" with the pulnw 

When it comes tn personal m«ii 
ters, Mrs Gandhi will stop ai no 
thing. She ordered the police to 
enter M. 0. MaUiai's house sifier his 
death. Officers flew fiom Uelh: ro 
lead the raid and papers whiih 
CAuld have embacrasevd ihc Nehru 
family were vuiiected 

The ventre hIso uses the f!Bl as an 
instrument of harassment and 
uppression ‘'Because of the s^iecial 
nature of i he i r f u in i loi is and uper.i 
turns.'* the $hah CnnimtsMun ii,id 
observed after seeing ihc nii.suse of 
(he CBI. "(here ts a greaici nccessi 
ly to ensure that ihon aclivines <iu 
not ever go wrung so as «> alluci liw 
life, liberty and repuiJtion uf ihi' 
individual citizen." 

The Janata governmenr tnuk no 
s«eps to insulate rhe C'BI or vmiUr 
mstiiuiions against political <n iiuli 
vidual ititerferunce, Tlie ( ungirs 
S4li has gone •« sup further Within 
a few days ol lukiiig over. Mrs 
Gandhi sent Mr R. U. Smgh. i ku* C'Ul 
chief, on forced leave and transtcr 
red out of Delhi iho thiee |i|(;w 
Mr N K, Smgh. Mr Han dev a .tiid Mr 
1. G Diw -who had ciiht.r Mi|>er 
vist'd the Ki9sh kiim K«i case i>i 
processed (he coses Hrisini; oui ut 
ihe Shah and Maniti CumnnsMo.v 
reports 

The only aiea jn which Mis Guo 
dhi has shown u lucr it v is in .i p| >u 1 1 n 
ments and transfers ot mHkuiK 
associated with iht Eniurgenw v% 
cesses. Thuse who dofad t)iv \.i 
nous commissions have liocti rv 
warded while (hose who were cun* 
nccied with inveMigauonv against 
her end her family hove b<vn ih 
moved from their positions (»fi 
cials againsi whom there are vtric* 
tuies have been btunghr bavk. 
However, thnsc who know tu*i mind 
say that the phase of "rewards and 
punishments" cutinened with the 
post-Emergency days is over, now 
merii will be ihe criterion 

Perhaps an mdicatinn ot this is 
the ouster of the controversial Mr 
P. S. Bi.mder a> police commission 
er of Delbi. Initially she was said to 
have been against his pvisriiig. hui 
^med 10 have agreed to it under 
pressure frijin San jay Gandlu. Tew 
will shed (ears for Mi Qhinder. 
However, the mannf-r in which hr 
has been removed-* he was given 
orders on the phone and hud to 
hand over charge immediately— 1 $ 
far from proper But rhen Mrs (*an* 
dhi does not care for such niceties 
Thuugh the Emergency is not b<o k. 
(he Emergency style of funciiunmc 
It very much there wirhin two yi .n *. 
of her resumption of niiui 














Historical truths 

K uidi)) N«ivji h.is displayed hi> h'RH' 
nndohiKiinty in Ithuny 
I*/ I hr il) D«ciMnben Hf 

M> i>e umurdtuhied for p^iinunK 
nui thr irri'ViK iiiilr f>U'l rhul thi’ fiOMfn 
mcnc liiiN oiirit 4ppv4ri<i^ rriucum u> 
Nulvc ihv crisis 

flow Ion II uro tlio A»siime«e mpvcicd 
in suhir thr hriiiJiiy of ih« poJicc. 
CKf^K, iho Hrniy. and of ihe ordin^nns 
imposed on ihoni liv lh«> cmirAl u^rvern 
mcnff This qo^siion Mill prohanlv re. 
mum linunswoii/d Bui 1 do hopv chui Mr 
Na>«r*s t<HTi Nioiv h4> Uid luri' ihv 
rruth uIhkii rhv Awm uuuijok bvfoitr 
xhv f^cneiul puhlir. 1 h»\H n cleur lhat 
rht' nioMMTK'iir is lomod u^uiiisr ftirt** 
lUnvrs who luit* ilSvi*jll' t nrmd and 
sctilcd doHii III Assam, iind imh a^uinM 
Bcnijalis and Induns frnrn inhvc siatvs Ii 
IS tiirc 'lui all liiduos n ahscd <he 
problems 4oiiii oil iiu ilu' piopW of 
Assiicn jtiil m.id.' s iriir sMoff lo sidsc 
them m Ihv intriosls «k ihc slulv uc well 
4s of ihc com It IS 
Afciof/i Koro.ih. >K<(ih.ir/ 

Avoiv mtoinMiivocofiT 'torv; thunks tu 
KiUdjp Sjvur 
V fljr.iihr. M.nfrjs 


Clarifications 

W iihrelerenceroS K MairraS It'ircr 
undoi A moviiikin or moIvtdP 
• O^nni'tn^ JO IWcmber) I hare (he fnj 

UiwiOK vUntOfiiioiis tj mdko. 

I 1 om m>i ohiv liti' mjnj|*ine dirc%o>i 
bill j]so iliochoii manof The Newspapvis 

I.V ulioiis (.iniiCrd. I* Olid 
J Ihv shun s «>i • ihc |>r>|K'iiv ot the 
KesiiUiJis TrtM m whulimv sims huvea 
one ihird inieh si and iho other two 
ilords lire lot n>s brother’s ihildfi n nod 
nihlic eliariiv 

. > K Main.I ;s ihr assiHiuni m«n.* 

I M« 1 the iiiiiruitel. ot 'he Kosiduurs 
a.io oT Kaj Uurhhanea 
sa i^oriiar VuMeshwd/.i f^a/* 


li IS reuUv difficuic c»%4v whether or nor 
Ml Naval is a suppuilei uf (he Aveam 
airii.iriuft. iMi be is eleariy ihc most 
CMfiscmus observe! «4 ihe siiuation pre* 
cuiliji^ in (he state 
C*.A’. C’Aabiu 

Thotifih by and laiite a dispaxsionaic 
aaouni of eviiiis. rbe »m*cr story was 
inadiMjiMre insufai us ii failed to provide 
•inv lottiiul MiluiHin to the onus in 
Assam As I see it. there is (u» soluimn 
lorihcmniiii; as Iiihk as ilu* miliuiil 
.Asejmesi • do iva i eaiisc i liai more i han 
*iU |M*r cciii *4 I Ik iM'ople nl Assam are 
luif •iiee' .Assamese and that these 'fore* 
ifim*is’ haw ueneruusJi voniributed to 
and sat i it ired a lot m* n e fur I he proper* 
a> or ihr slate, ihe lancuaitr and Ulera* 
ture 

Howevc'i. ihe a»utaiufs seem lu have 
an tved al a simpler vduuiiA. I’aive out 
two states, one lor ibe kUmitalic and the 
other for the trihak 11iis will leave the 
'true* Asumesy in then Nmn land* with 
thi'n vuUiiral oh nliiv’, miacl and un- 
valhcd Kill nli.K hupSK Hs In the other 
*fmeti;n’ summuniix. the Nepalis who 
hate settled in pi eat nomhi'rs in Ifarrwnp 
dtstrtrr' 

Someth iii 4 » has to l>e done, and ver)* 
soon, in Assam. Oilierwise no one will be 
able to aveii a civil wai in the state 
N. r Xarma. firj.i i Mr*/?hala>a t 

Tweitivfive per ceni ni the Bengali’ 
speakmiT hluslims in Asum nay have 
Hhusvn Assame-K' as ihcir language, bsn 
not for the rva^m A*ven in Mr Nayar’» 
report, namedv '*tv esrape deiection.** 
Muslims id hast BenAah oriftin fuund it 
easMt 111 learn Assamese rather than 
their native lantsuaju* and ihcv atrrptcd 
Assamese as ihe miHJium ot intiruecion 
in IHh) Ilf earlier—tong before the Hure' 
ii:ncr* issue was raisro in A>sam. 
/sffiar^ ffosvijfl l//spi/r 

It Isa pits ilyii a seKTaii journalbC like 
Mr Nayar i hoM' to divide Imeigners into 
iwo taiii:i*rM*s. naimdv Hindus and Mus 
Inns, and ilieii went mi« lo sas. 'Hoih ihc 
ctin^' ovl (hi \ssm.i'st' lealise that it 
Witt not Ih' jaissibtc to push Imrk Hindus 
t<i Bangiadysh. mharevit the agreed hasa 
srar' The Ass.im agiiji'ws do m>i div 
lingoish Ixiuecii Hindus and Musbros; 
I lies letogniia' tmeiKnecs as loreigiierv 
regardiess of iheic failh 
TaraJu'SKax Kah/ta. <^iixAari 


Enemy no.l 

A fter reading Anil Saari'^ repori. 

Spt'ing (or Ptkisran (13 December 1. 1 
wish tv cuograrulate our lAteUigencc 
bureau for busting ihe spy ring. Congra- 
iidauons are also due to tir Saari for his 
superb report. 

SaxiiaiTi/ .vnyai. Calcuira 

HowcouJd an mtelliieni criminiil lawyer 
and the sun of a freedom fighter spy for 
Pakistan’* 1i is a vlmmv that ftajan Bakshi 
sold himself lu Pakisien To us Indians he 
js enemv numlser one. 

P Venkatiramaoa. Secunderabad 

A superb report: ihanks to Anil Saari 
S. AfurAu Pandmn, Madotoi 

The repori was praiseworthy. I hope 
Sc.suAS will continue to pu&iish such 
kantasiic ankles. 

Ahhij'f Kumar f*hosh. D/umlwd 


Road to desti’uction_ 

U davan Sharma’s The Difiuii mas 
sacre ot' hvnjans (6 HeiemlK'Ti was 
painful Is (here unv edequaie puntsh 
moni for thoK responsible lor the inme^ 
/, Marheruddin. f^eiuamtfoi 'Tomif 
.Vaduz 

\ inoha Bhavc ha> culled lor a ban on cow 
slaughter In the past; bul why dues he 
keep his muiith shut ovin the issue af 
manslaughter in Dehuli and tiiher 
places? 

S. S RajiL Bombay 

Casteisin and laslv wars will only lead 
our rfHioiiy lo destrusiion 
A Shahid. Howrah 

Tlie aitiiudy of the police is <{uesnc>n 
able. Whai is the cxplanaiion foi ihe 
police arriving m Dvhuli the ilav aflei 
iho massaiie’f 
Kjaruddiff .Abxmv/. .Vagpuj 


PR p iece 

A fter reading kiujib v* Zia (IS NoveiD< 
ber> I am convinced that M. J, Akbar 
visaed Bangladesh not as ihe editor of a 
popular news magaame but as a PRO bf 
the Awaoti League and India. 

Mahmud 0’ 7^/iu. Dacca 


A sporting lion 


F iom hiv report un the first ’Test, There 
no t'xpUinaium far HitefandV daba- 
cA* iH Jtccimheiu fan Botham has 
• meiged a (cue vpuiisman. He »sa« much 
•• gi'otA'iw.io .«•. Ik* .1 itirkctw. AxkI 
cuck«a. A\ wi* kiKiw. IV It gcnilemaxi’s 
.;anv Pic* wo.iudivl lion is Mt\[ roaring, 
(oini o.rt i> •ham Ni us'wi* v<Nimaction 

oiler hi'Illy '•ouiuli'J 
,/ar/flXa Aa.iU' Ho*, ijuhjri 

Hy auepiing defeat mi caiegnricaljy 
Rcxhani has .hsplaved ihc height « 
v|MMiMn.:iis)ii|i lit has Jispiuvcd Ihe 
nunniivc nhuli lias tiiK n appeared IB 
Hie British pi css abimt MCe players. 
A.C’ .Sci*th«ira9tan, C'afrulla 


Botham has proved that he i» as good a 
correspondent as he is an all-rounder. 
Sj'rca Copaf. Xancheepuraxo 

Tuoshar Pandit's The wicked, ivfcked 
Mfckei gave a clekr picture of the Bont' 
bay Test, More than the efforts of Kapil 
1)^ and Madan Lai it was Gava.skax’s 
determcnatioB that accounted for the 
Indian victory 
C.A. Jawahar Aii, Tifuehi 
May I remind Ian Botham that if the 
English lion bKomei more dangerous 
after being wounded, the Indian lion 
becomes even more dangerous after tati' 
ing blood. 

Tervn Xiunar Singh. Purnaa (Bihar) 



T his hfts referenM w The Saddem 
Hassein tohny in Lucknow <l 
November). We would hiive preferred lo 
remein r^iceni about the vituperative 
attack launched aeainsi us. with the help 
of factual errors, had we not received a 
niiinber of letters which are still pouring 
upon us from the residents of the great 
City of Lucknow. The letters convey the 
anguish and indignation of the people of 
Lucknow who have categorically conde* 
mned Madhu Jain's report. 

We huve tint been able to understand 
.vhv %ls Jain chose io attack us. partuu* 
lolly Ml view of the fact that Iraq is 
11 lend IV to Indiii and ihat Iraqis are the 
bust frit^nds ul the Indian people. Cnuld 
the cnrrcs|Kindenr find no other country 
to HKack? Whv, lot instance, could she 
iioi miivu her pen aeainsi ihe enemies of 
ItkImi arid Ihe third world? 

India nnd Iraq aie passing through a 
p»]drn oKc of LO opviatiori. ihc i.*ne has 
VO nil' when all flixnis hctwpc*n Helhi and 
Baghdad are packed wiih our Indian 
hrothi'iN uht> are going (u litiq to co- 
iqMTiiti' III aiul coiitnhuie in the recon' 
«i I IK lion Ilf modern Irau In view of this. 
Mn jHinS rcpori was also ill ii«iKd 
As far as our vuiron btothers Luc k* 

now arv ctmcvnivd. we cannm say any 
I lung hut lh.it I hey hold oiir Iw loved 
Piosidviii Saddutn Husveiit m high re- 
gaid and prolnund esu'cm Ms Jain her 
sc*lf hus admitted tins while cvferriiig to 
I he '^alv ot Mr Hussenn’s portraits in 
LuvkiuKv which IS much more brisk than 
the s.dn of Koriiild Reagan’s, hurlhei 
CM dent r ol I Ins siiicero and piaisewor> 
ihv leg^ud can Iw had irom the fact that 
the pcoi'le of Luckimw' has*!*, out of then 
own voliiuni .luJ swecl will, named quile 
.(lew of ifii'ii esteemed nisiiiiitionsafler 
oiir respovied l*i I'M dent. 

Are theie luii msiiintiMns in olhvt 
vooiltiicA named .itivi emineni politKal 
le.ulou ftoiii different pans ot the 


The Iraqi point of view 

world—leaders like Ihe immortal Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi and Fandii Jawaharlal 
Sehni? Perhaps Ms Jaan is not aware of 
ihelact that many (raqts have adopted 
the name of Nehru; and likewise, the 
respected Prime Uinisier of India. Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, is so very popular m Iraq 
ihai It IS diffKuJi to describe her popuUi 
iiy in words. 

Ms Jain has alleged m the very begin 
ning of her report that Arab mnntry is 
enming iu Lucknow to finanre the bank 
'‘for ine Minlim mind' aod that Iraqis 
are ihc mam finaiHiers in this battle We 
wimld like to point out ihai c«e do not 
consider ii nbjeclionahle to collectivelv 
spend Nomuihing lo further the interests 
of our rouniry. and that there i« hardly 
anv diplomatM* mission in anv part of the 
world wbn h dors noi vipend anything in 
Ihc* interest of its enunfry Ms Jam has 
observed ihul ihe Iraqi emhassv has 
dunaied Rs 10 .tl 0 ll fur a nudars.! iieli 
Khwis sc head I in Lucknow and has also 
piomised financial assisiancclur anuther 
mudarva. (he promise, she claims, has nui 
licen icihillrd. If the ’priimise' has not 
Iwen fulfilled then what is ihe truth in 
hii earlier allegatom thai the Iraqis an* 
squandering munes im the Muslims of 
Lucknow * Is the squandering of monrv 
rntricied tv Rs 10.000? She has alsu 
observed the: an Indian brother has 
dcnaied a piece uf land in Luckmtw ui 

Iraqi huw docs she >usiifs ".Arahsuneios' 
tw" in this lunis'xi^ 

On I hi* issue* of thf lioc^ liaii wai ci is 
worth mi'nlioningthjl Ms juin is ihe liisi 
Indian lournalisi we have cmtie uctoss 
cvh'isc* VICKS befoie us iwhvn she visiud 
ocii ntfice) and ihvss* which a|ipc*ar(*d 
siihsequeiirlv in fxini an* a siiidv tn 
contrast 

U'v arc*, howsn'er. conviiHed th.ii Ms 
Jam I whose cMin|>ercflce as a p>uin.il4si is 
cmtainly not ihe issue ai slake i is .iwate 
tliui the Arab Ka’th Socialist Parti ol 


liaq has a natlonaiisl. socialist and secu 
lar ouilook It respects all religions and 
faiths alike while considering them a 
qrHily persoua) maltei wiih individual 
cllittns The leadership of this parly 
comprises Shias, Sunnis and non* 
Muslims, and we are proud of rhi.s lead¬ 
ership. By laising the ^hia-Sunni issue in 
coqnectiun with Iraq. M» Jain has only 
exposed her communal ouiluok. 

nc arc fully aware* of ihe fuel thui M.s 
Jam has had the privilege of woiking for 
some diplomatic mission in the recent 
pasi. From her experience she should 
lealise that dipIomaiK work does nut 
mean inertia, negligence and sc*lfishnesN. 
Wc loo work to sc*rve the cause of uur 
humeland, and this is but logical. 

S* MustJlo, nrt'.vs coutisclhr, Fmhavsr 
of the* Repuh/n* Iraq, New fh'l/n 

Madhu Jatn rephev The purptrve of my 
repoti war cerfainAv uni umtfack fruq </j 
rhe /raojit. /r k unrorrunarc* rh<n rhi* pres& 
coiiflM’liur has comp/erc/v imsunder 
SI nod both ihe repurr and ihi* ypu'it in 
whN'h Jt H'a> H*rrtrc'n I w ;vh fc assure him 
that f am ahsolniel.v sun* id my tarrs. I 
did nnr i/ii<f .i/iv S-ulii^n /fiisseni I'ohnv 
iff Lucknow ,md eii*rr vomc ol rife pi-uplc* 
hung m the alleged cohiiws were not 
awa/i’ fhdi rh*ir Lh ii hry had freen le- 
Itemed a/rur the fraqr Premdenr. And I 
have nor, unforiuriMiely. been hlr's.H'd 
HJih the ahjhrv in see rhrngv which clu 
rim ex/»r. 

As for the aitefieiion that a Inr ttf 
money is comtn^ win Lircknow rand / did 
nirt mention iraqj money iflniH*A fhj> » 
an unconrcrfC'd furl. Whar i.s l>alng dune 
with the monev j< a differcni mutter 
Ijnallv. 1 gather from rhe press cvun.sel* 
lur'r lefirt rhar many in the Isaiji emhav 
sv Ml .VeH Ik’lAi are aware rhar / have 
w-orked for some* diplomunc /nrssion in 
the men/ p.ivi. vooM somiime p/ease 
fell me the name* of /hr* /nissiun where / 
was i-mphyed* I am <ur/oi/v 

Who wants war? 

N ever hefure have J come across such 
an excelleni. informative and myelli' 
gen I iniervicw a** the one* heiwven Ajtt 
Bhatucharjea and (ienera! Zia u) Hwq of 
I'akisiuii I’Faki'ia/i lan/io/ jfford n* 
Mtaik India now.' 6 Decembers The 
Kakisiani PrccidcniS replies were forth* 
nghi and convincing The onus is on 
India lo grab the hand of friendship 
which is being offered by out neighboui. 
Afohammad Aa/naruHah. Madras 

After 4. ling tfirough the inicrview I am 
convinced that u is India, not Pakistan, 
who is Itching for w-ar. We are being 
ruled by a bunch of hypocrites who have 
(unted our nation into a Russian stooge 
The hue and rry about Pakistan ublain 
ing American arms and about the 'Isla* 
niK huiii^ p.-'iv**! 'inly ><> divert 

out aitentior. fri>m seri*ii>N internal prob¬ 
lems 

.SVrrni '■lOgh ^^uhati 


Last letter 

D r Dana Sanuun is perhaps the 
only doclo* wlm is makini{ heal* 
ihy units Kick 
Ant kitvi. Bombet 


The empire stands 


T hough otherwise itiforoiative. 

Shubhabraia Bhatlacharya’s cover 
story. The future of the Tutas (b Decern* 
berj, did not do justice tr Ratan Tata. 
Duubta ware often expreaaed about his 
ability to be at the helm of Tata aff tin. It 
seems that Mr Bkottacharya's 'purpose 
was to sow the seeds of apprehension in 
the minds of Tata employees, sharehol¬ 
ders and the general public. 

It IS unlikely that J. R. D. Tata who 
spent approximately half a century 1 b 
consolidating his ^-industry, Rs 1,000 
crore empire, would have agre^ to aMv 
cate in favour of Raian Tata if be did mx 
have confidence in the latter’s abilides 
Ratan Tata . besides being suffictently 
experienced in the sphere of business 
management, possesses oth^ qualities 
as well, he has a fine knack of deelini 
with* people, particularly the employees 
of Tate industries. We. the citiaens of 
Jamshedpur, came into close contact 
with Ratan Tata when he stayed in the 
steel city for a considerable period, and 
we are very happy to leem that he will 
hencefurth^ guiaing the den my of Tate 
industries. We are proud of him 

True, modem business manaieinent is 
c«>mpJe» and labour problems enormous 


Under these circuA»iancev Ratan Tate 
needs a band vf devoted, honest and 
hirdworkusg lieutenanis in help bim m 
his wurk. Bui this duo not imply that the 
new chairman is incompeteni. One only 
has to interview a crosvsectiun of Tata 
employees in Jamshedpur lo learn the 
rruih about Ratan Tata's abdiiies. 

l^tly. 1 would like to point oui ihai 
industrial India does nm need men wiih 
the IQ uf Etnsiein; ii needs men with 
integrity, bonesfy and a S 4 .*iiw* uf fairplay 
and justice. 

/ D. DehiHi. Jamshed'pur 

Ur Bhatracharya's cover story was fac- 
ttial. Very few in our country know that 
the Tata houM. under the dynamic lead¬ 
ership of J. R. D. Tara, has been qune 
diffvrfnr froni ibosi ocher lAdustrial 
houses* 

A R Jam. ffj/ahmundrv 

f wonder what prompted Si'Xuav lo pub¬ 
lish phutugraphs of Ratan and J R D 
Tata on the cover The very same issue 
carried a valuable uiiervlew wiih the 
Pakisiani Frevideni and a photugraph uf 
Ovnerul Zia wmild have been mure 
apprupriate and relcvam un ihe s<»vei 
V. BalusuhremaiiMit. .Madras 
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HAVE 

GUN, 

WILL 

KIU 



II Nmmbar Harijans massacred by thakur garigs in a 
remote village in Mainpuri called Dehuli. 


24 November UP CM V. P. Singb promises to resign'in a 
monk’s time if he cannot stop thedacoit menace and end 
the insecurity of harijans. _ 

13 December One of the Dehuli murderers, Santosha, 
arrested. The real culprit, Radhe, still free. _ 

24 Oeeember CM says thirigs are much better; there is 
r» need to resign. _ 

30 Oeeember Prime Minister indira Gandhi agrees with 
UP CM; congratulates him. 

30 December In another remote village In Mainpuri, 

37 kms from Dehuli, a place called Sadhopur, 
unidentified armed men turn up, do not rob anyone, 
just shoot dead lOhollan men, women and children. 

All Hlusions are shattered. __ 

M. J. AKBAR travelled the daoolt-inlested. highly casteist 
volatile districts of western UP toreport a dangwous 
tragedy. 


COVER STORY 


E trl; m tbe mereiiuL tlw win* 
ter milt ti9 on the 

hifbwn, new litter with 
the 4e6m tk e hvd ntibt; 
crewi tn6 Tulturet pkloni 
peedily u the eercauof e dof which 
cmiM dm let out oI the wn of e fljifli 
truck; dhebti htve kept ewake 
throufb the night now preptfiat to 
keep Dwike through the oe j; n ihiver* 
ing. heevily coremd ureafir weitlit| 
for tjmpethede truck le five hla t 
lift. Tnu ii Che greec Grud Trunk 
Ro^ DOW renemed the $ber Sheh 
Suri kifg i dedeiop which muec be 
recorded ei the Chares Singh govern* 
Beet'i aole cootribution to art and 
culiura. From Agra to Tundta to Plroi' 
par you travel eut: eo ftnight eut 
Chat the nuBg orange lua now gently 
dlM rtv ln g tbe aiet u r1|bt In front n 
yovr eyta. a glowina hjodiye ptited on 
a light cun^ wall at the edge of 
viflon, 1>be early buaet have bmn 
their leeloui duilei. picking up tk^ 
handfuls of pawagort at cbeir various 
stops. A Uicle outside Fkroiabtd, four 
young men sprint Qukkly to reach a 
bus before it continues on its pat* 
teraed journey. A p^ectlr nonnal 
wght, eacept for one thing. All the four 
men have guns slung across their 
becks. They are not dacoits; just ordio* 
ary people on some specific journey. 
Tm ebnoroal thing is that that is the 
Bomal thin^ 


young men ^nt 
bus before it coi 


No, everyone doee not wear guns; 
the pM just do not have tiien. Nor Is 
It true that everyone who is well off 
alwan carries a weapon; there is no 
need fee such cobyboy*wenerD drama* 
tics. But anyooc who goes out of tbe 
way, or aoym with anything to pro* 
to^ loes to U chat a gun is within 
reach. That is ibe inpeci of the fear 
that* is DOW iweepi^ through the 
dacoit*infesiad diMricts of western 
Unar Pradesh: Agr^ Eteh, Mainpuri 
Biawah, Kanpur. This is the Isna 
where tbe fate of aiany empires has 
been decided; a conilguw area which 
spreads over into the Bharatpur dis* 
trict of Rajasthan to the west, and into 
tbe famous to the loutfa; this 

is tbe land of the Jamuna, extending 
into the Bbind end Morena districts ce 
Madhya Predeah. From the fkwriah 
and prosperity of tfachura and Agn. 
with Its tubevwls andrrecim the soil 
weakena, becomini increaiiogly saliga 
in Mainpuru sinking s^t la Kanew 
and rock and dust in the Cheabal. The 
Unguege spoken, by aiKl large, is Brij 
bbaaha or vahetiocii of it. with its 
distukCt infleirioAS separering it from 
Hindi—an extra V at the end of a 
word. ehenglAg an initial V to 'j*. as 
f« iostanca Sruh* of Hindi becoaes 
*iuh' of Brtj. Mr E. R. Naave. author of 
Ube Malnpun (this Is tho dlaoict which 
contains the infamous Dehuli) volume 
of the District Caaetteeri of the Un* 
lied Provlacea, publlabed by the Brit* 
lah gevenuneni is 1910, remerkt on 
"the extnordlaary homogeneity In 
leaguige through tM district, no loM 


. MN Mt of MfT IMOe Um 

Mnid ift Mikte UMTS ai£* 

XSTUtt dMdmd h»- 


of thf cb^? BM«ilL> 

Tboro oro ocktr tUauati of 
bOBQtnofty is thii oro*. Tbe oodol 
4owm>iict of tho fo/pia or tbtkw 
COM, lor Iamdco; wort tod nilituqr 
on ui ta blood; it it o& wmod cooco 
ood tihoj uM thoir woopoM to rtroift 
tboir f 6 c 0 Id ^ bitror^. te (bo 
botk m tbo popuMoo it vmo op ol 
whot oro kMM ot (ho bockword 
cutoo: iho ■oitahrwhooo viDofotdot 
^ bonks qI ^ Jobbm os ta^ bn 
off (bo rinr (ono mb finite, boouti* 
folly leeotod whore o tmell nw flewi 
Inio (ho voM Jomuoi, it called Gorhe- 
porwo, oad hw tbo( fUlapi fB«|ad 
I woBifi coUod PIpMlea); ^ oktn; 
(ho iaoi the iuihft; (be iodbe njput$ 
end to Sony odwf t in s mouodco of 
dimliiithim iaportoaco till you retch 
du( ihadow world of tbo ootcotca, tbc 
ontouchoblo. Tbo bockwerdt 4r« herd- 
worklat* tod otceUont ttnculturiict; 
(boir woBOB come out into (be Helds 
tnd work ot herd it ibc men oa tbc 
lead. Tboir tccKudo Is o clottic eioa 
pie of (ho behoftour of (he euddlo 
dam. They resent the luproaiicy of 
(he rhikur end the braluniff, and iro 
bottUo to them, but wbtt they do share 
with the upper castes is the some 
hotrod for tod contcmpc of (bo uA' 
touchoblo If onythini. (bey oro ofon 
more vicious onointt tbo harijsfl. 

It it only recon tiy (hit iho bock* 
words have found some ecofwmic tta* 
bilin, with the hte in acricultural 
proQuetiviry and incomes. Tb^n baa 
even been an attempt at the political 
conseUdatWn of this secdon, repre* 
sented by the Lok Dal phcnomenoo. 
This has. inevitably, only raised catte 
tensions; tensiooi have led to vith 
lenca; money has been spent to buy 

C ini; ^s hove been und to kUf; 

illers nave, sometimes, become out* 
livra (or farrBr) rather than spend a 
lifetime either m prison or as an easy 
target for the seekers of vengeance. 

In (his world where caste is such a 
dominant force, where violence is su^ 
a common occurraace, it ii inevitable 
tbit the dicbit doubles as • protector 
of caste interests—in return for vital 
food ind ahelier. 

This is is true of the pest at h is of 
the present, particular^ of the time 
when effective p ower lay in the hands 
of petty landlords. Robin Hood has 
always been alive end welL thanks to 
(ba UMflfts of NoctngbaD. The dacoit 
gangs became (be pnvite annies of 
(he castes, and sometiraas these 
armies even became powerful enough 

to acquire pretenaioos, in which ciae 

they lied either to be bribed into 
rea^tebility. or be killed. Eric Kobe* 
b a wa.. in his superb monognph. lae* 
dfri (ivailibla in Pelkan Books K men* 
dooi two specifie axamples. bi the 
ItSOa. a dacoit ctUid Cajrej <” risen 
from the proleeiion of a monkey* 
showman to be the Robin Hood m 
Gwalior^ was given the ghait and dm 
fVTtM of the Cnnmbal so tbai he may 
not disturb the Durbar. The other. 



DP CM y^. 


neer^coBteauMrary. lucance ia iTi 
guiierlnm oahaianporcaUad KaOsa. 
wbo bee»e so rkb and pewerf u J that 
he eventoeUy bed about a 1.000 man 
under him. Ai wfakh point be declared 
hiaatll laja Kalyan Singh (if dm 
history of ^iacea « prlBceaeea ware 
«o( docMiW by obooqukma couniers. 
bow omny would end up with similar 
origindBgnd gave his actioo i a poll* 
deal sla sodal colois: (he warrior* 
Ifiiw nf the niriimm rbaltoaftng tbs 
wSta Man. The White Man sent 200 
GurkbCR Raja Kalyn Singh, in a 
tragic dlsplny of nouveau rkne valour. 
e w m sad me attack eucride bis fort, 
and was avompiiy slaugbtared. The 
bandhiifimder bad ibm too far. But 
he bad 1^ many diikhen behind: 
those ehildren have emraatiy such 
names as Radhe and Saiitosha (the* 
kunj. Cbabiram and Anar Singh (ahirs 


or radars), or Phoolan (maflabl. 
Rndbe and Sinioiba gat pceiectkn 
from ihiburs i^ao they an oo the 
rua; Phoolan has not bean found de* 
9io yaa^long sfform of (woitate 
fovwmsBts becaum dm maifchsvdll 
not betray bar; Chabirao and Anar 
Singb can fiad a safe bed m a padar 
vUlaga. This is why the UP ytate gov* 
arnmem has peamd a rule that anyone 
giviim food or shelter IQ dacaics wul bq 
mnri d er ed guilw. Pandit Haikaa. the 
Cvahmie dacoh. U confident of tumort 
and ibaltar from bis reiigioui 
brethren. (A joke goes that the 
brahmins art the one caste which does 
not have hi own gang d dacoiiii rinra 
they actually cooctm all the gangs. 
Hew? Every deceit gang has Its cim* 
plain; the pendir is amyi arounAand 
beiim a pindh be will ensure that he 
has influaoce. The guru of the famous 
Mao Singb was Pandit Ran Lai) 
The meet intaresting (Mna to note, 
however, ia no one can think of nn 
important (or evon unimportant) h^* 
jao dacoit. The bvijao u too weak to 
even rob and kill on a respecuble 
etmle; Us to a pnny Ufa which cannot 
bo aUownd to go beyond petn piea> 
turns and potty tons. That u the true 
law d ^ land, on which eveiyone 
nhn is not a barijan has agreeA 
tf it was a dmpla cem and robbers 
story, ii could be com simply. But 
today's rsuUry to a collage of many 
things. History has nurrured in the 
chairur a superiority complei that 
makes him quite unable to disguise his 
contempt for the ocher castes, end the 
violent «lBt d that contempt is re 



i) 




pvtuuUrIr ^or dM ittin (or 
the cAofflwA Tbo uiuoocholm io^ii 
totxchoble od^ vbco o pretty jetev 
wonoa can be raped, or wbco ■ 
vrhijBperinf nan hai to be dragged lo 
the field to da forced, vriumskally 
peid, labour, Hiatorr has giveB the 
cha^ur possesiion m weepeoi; ooce 
the fword. now the gun lui cbe drop 
of recent agrkeltural pro^Mtiiy have 
filtered down to the jarars, tha moet 
aureuive of the depressed and bru* 
tuised hsrijaa communides: the shoes 
they now cobble get a better prkc, 
there is the occaskmal benefidary of 
the job reservation policy; a coounun* 
ity which lived on the mercy of the 
upper castes, especially the land* 
owmng thaiturr, now suodeoly could 
find food from other sources. And this 
was. inevitably, enoueh to stir ibe first 
embers of rebellion trom upper caste 
oppression. The older /a ra vs just never 
had the confidence, even with a fiill 
stomech. to look the rhaJrur in the eye, 
but another genereiion was growing 
up. 

The fhjkuf has an extraordinary 
sense of pride, somrtimes il is healthy, 
iw>mi*ntTi*'r. rhe rnanifestaiions stink of 
putrid an wgance. The rhakurVmythol* 
ogy (if not necessarily a hisiorieat 


In tha dmvkt ef Uatapwi tUi ndt 
tMB te partkaliriy aMi& ShadM^ 
naat rhakor eiaa oi liaispari 
Chauhasa cMii tbay WOT 
the prayer* el vSha <D 



lorsibe 

Bhadauria tahi^daci’Wara pa anas' 
ding imutkn tgsAaayar mid Ddhi 
(no flbairtrhaaniJa4Dalld after Prith* 
viraj ChauheBi todaMcaDy, a atatt of 
affairs that Chaa^ Shsoir avaly 
would Ulie to racttfyK 
Among tb^ pfoblaiai of the head 
pointiflt s ky am di to that you caa^ tea 
the land. It is an iatertfoi^ fad that 
rkafrurs are very poor cnltlvmtort: 
(hair pnda does net eliow them to 
band their head to do tha kind of work 
necessary to amke the land bouatifut 
The Jodam(i backward casie)have no 
such hangups. The Carattaer lor Main* 

C l notes: '‘They {the Lodhas. a caste 
er on (ha scala) art lirk«rat* culti* 
vators and hdd 7.4$ par cant of the 
total cisb rented area as tetfants, end 
a great deal more as sub-tenants of 
Thekurt and Brahmans, who caonoi to 
far derogate from thetr dignity es to 


Heniiffdert of a brura/ 
deyt sirer Che csniege 


Che Woedsiaiaed fleer «le 


I at Oakattmfbv 



l ea ch artoa^* On the ochar haod^ 
tie pawarTSs ckaltur made Mm 4a 

HladMl kadoifsar. la IftlO, ihakarr 
laraBBd a.M par ca&r (rf the jMipatatiaa, 
bat tha pafcaataar of area in. ihair 
paaeeaatoa was 4$.n. Tlwy still raaiala 
(ha most Impartaiit TaBdownan, 
thaagh the earcascagas toiiy haW 
altarad a Istoc. The poi« to: .thalw 
have oadlOonaUy iwadad 
labour for their farms, and tha 
rheapfst and most exploitad labour 
was always tha barijan. 

The thakurs of Dehuli have, ia fad, 
carved a lucbe in history: t»^ ware 
Itaowo for their indepeDoence, their 
tobillty and desire to fighr. Let us turn 
again to Mr Noave's vuuabU account 
w this district: ‘Dihuli, the chief seat 
of Bamahal, is meotloned in the 
Tarikh'/'Mubarfk Shah as *the 
strofiiaf t place in the possession of the 
inhdms,* and as having been attacked 
and ^troyed in 1420 A. D. by Sultan 
Khiir Khan on his march from Koil to 
fiiawab. (They were) elweyi noted for 
turhi^ence and recusancy... In (he 
Mutiny, again. Genga Slngn of Dihuli. 
the recognised head of the family, 
rebelled, and his property was confii* 
ceted." 

. It was this kind of thakur, (ben, who 
was watching the growing impudence 
of the ^aravs. One of the unreported 
facts almt the Dehuli masseoeis that 
physical fights had hroken out be* 
tween the rhakurt and faravs an the 
Ueue of forced labour To the thakur. 
this was as unimaginable as It was 
unacctptabie: that world which had 
been so tightly bound for countless 
■MaratiOBS wu coming to an end And 
bim woiJd ft end? Would it with a 
bang or with a whimper? There was no 
way that tfae.chakur was going to allow 
it to end with a whimper; chm would 
be a bang. 


O n 30 Pec am bar, Prioa Miniarar 
Iftdira Gandhi went to Leeknow on 
an astognwai aha has ibade a regular 
feontfe of bar present 
i review of the perfomaace of tha 
mte govenunant. But this wai clearly 
Dot a work*aa*uKual affair. Mrs Gandhi 
w» quite aware that her chief minii* 
car in UP had barely survived the 
pehUc outcrv ahar the ahamMul aiaa* 
mere of hmiiaas in Dehiib. Bba made 
It a pofait, (boiefore, at tbt preis 
canfaTeBca she addreaaad. to pat bm 
loyal chief minltoer eo hia>bad( mtd 
dadara banelf well settoflad that be 
had dona the job of pfotaet to g jart* 
ton wen eDOugb to rtaala toi oflke. 

Thai bubble was befag pricked' at 
preciaely the time it was DUDg Uowii 
vp. Joit 57 klloeiaaes away ma Dw 
buli la dm swf aow lamoofc or im 
fameua, district «f Uaiapvii toatav- 
2 ealM ~ " 


taUag tha world (hceogb 4a pceas 
that aU was wan 4 UP, partocuMy 
after 4a poH*D4eU aBMMto» 

! 4e mamaat of wrttteg) aamad (ha 
villas aaked for spShc dkeettaai, 


14 






iMm 

m; Mr «!■ «« vde to ai^ 
JiOt to M. US MM 


vUk 


M MM Mu M 


M MHlUo 
Hnt'W M 
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S wntbwUM 




MtftS 


mSbMiM 


UM 


two MilMd Croih vioMof 

OD oppff M lon dut had luiM 
mtmniiblo coacorioo tao. IMr owol 
aMOMfo doUvorad; tho OMitailo 
colaly^—»bodnodiodwkaiMfco» 
'which cM .M oMTiad. 

Than wiB 0 boloiad Mtoapc by iho 
niUof tutborMoi to poc ci a y M Da 
boU BaMaoo m • Md bu! ^"H*^***^ 
oMldo U iim-vilkio rlvaliy, md 
net on inctwict of com opproMkB. 
Ahor oU, tbo impllMkao UoMlatof 
it to bo 0 COMM aiiMCfo won that 
V. P. ftnah, dm^t9 boina a (babor 
bcaooU. bod oot aron. MaafU U 
control bia own com'i lovlaaiMOO b 
woi bato| bintod that Sadha. a kaown 
docalt, wu juoc tokioi ravoaaa oa tba 
borljOBi of bit fUloga (Radbo, of 
coum, wo* biiBMlf « roddoM U Da* 
huU) for boviaf oppocod Ua. lot ao 


oafltolM aridMa U DafaU a btai 
tbac May of cba «te tbaUai bad 
in o rt ga ^” Sadba to US tha hariiou 
*10 Mcb tbaa a lanoe.” Tba mo- 
MOW 01 floAapor laUcaM tM aoM 
oaa wii «BI t i y i a a a taacbcbaborl- 
JM a bMo. wdM Mm woi M tf 
My dfd aat MM a da am 
cM0i» tf dnj oMa wbJp la avolk 
Modoaa > tf ebay triad a m» chair 

oppraMloi, ihUr bm wooM aoc ba 
tin Mywtea» Uay wMd botwoiad 
a dMCb Sha fila* fa fiOw Uw 


ckl* 


U taormao* oraa? Wbat otbar 

rlfaoto could tbaa ba foe fladbniiiitT 
laroBiriniil —ig ariaoltaaft 
daany oot o faear. ibo ea^ otbar 
aoa baa a ba fiarirwtka i l aonicy, 


Traot what 1 bare jm wrirtaa ic a 
bypocbayia» daca tha idandty of da 
aaoKlaa I* aoi madficolly kaowa. But 
lot u DOW aaitnina tba hypothecai 
diK wart lauMdiatalyckntfnad out by 
dw mbon of cba ifr fovoreiaam— 
•ad tbay oiao did oot know edwt 
ebay nodi tbair taoiyaaa Ma iba 
failnti were fthey still don^ know, 
cUI tba moment tn vmrine). Thair 
capUnotioc* will immadiacaiy aipoaa 
tba astant tboi CMta bu cokwod tba 
Yiaw in tba state that dolai* to ba the 

baoit of thi* praoe country. 

Tkt potict ftochod Sadbopur aboot 
tfarat aeun after tba indiaciimiiiata 
UUiou (tba loU would havo bMO 
■ucb^llbae. but Bost of tha-horiion 
maa wart porcidpotlnc in a maanai 
or|«aiS0B to goBiod o hifbor 
korcoooa radon for bootinf stovas in 
Boka By nj4bt tba admtaii- 

intioa had loorai tba of 

tba trapady. An obuUant dual mmi»- 
lar, sdll buoyom ahar tha PITi prolu, 
wont into a daproauoo after an ofiar- 
noon ridt to taa viUofi on 31 Docob* 
bar, cancoUad a achaoulod oraas con* 
faranca and nahod instead to Boat 


The mysteries of Santosha's arrest 


O n 13 Dacembar tba polka and 
tba govarnmaat of Vutr 
Pradtsh made thair most spactaeu* 
Isr anouncamaftt: they had amstad 
Santosha. tha |an| wader wbo bad 
helped tha main rillo^ Radht, 
massacre tha 24 harijao bcb, 
woawn and chltdrea in DahuU, a 
viilafe in tha interior of UPs Main* 
pun district A handcuffed Son* 
tosht'i picture was distributed: ov* 
arybody confratulatad aoA mbar, 
tha opportunity wu seiiad by dw 
couitian of the chief BuniiM to 
"parswada* him oot to raslgD oo 24 
Dacembar ha had proMod to 
do if ba could not roitore ordar to 
his cTune*hddea auta. Tha orrest of 
Soatosho was truapatad u tba 
highlight of (ha iDQOtb*looo polka 
campaign againM docoits not hod 
bagua aliar tba mowacrt at DritoU, 
ma duttfullf cba CM. before |ha 
daidliA# of 24 Dacaabar, pro* 
QOUAcad bioiself sadaflad at Cba 
affarts co bring mm low ond som 
order back to Cba atota, and aobiy 
comioued CO bear tbo owaaoBO ro> 
speaiibllifv of contiAuiBg in powor. 


boon fuailod by iom curious du 
cropoadu in tbo account riran bi 


Such to iba credibUicy both of dw 
govornaaBt and in antidocoity op* 
orationa, that coo aaity paopla la 
^tba ff tto think Sonfoaba’s orrost to 
ba a fraud. It is not that aayOM 
suapocts that the actual Sastosha 
boa AOC boon arroated, but tho 
nmifntf partiitt chat ono iJwkur. 
SoiMsba. wu mode a acopogoat to 
sava iba.chair.of aaochor tooinir, 
VtobwBAOtb tatap Sio^ 


crapandu in tba account ghwn by 
tba^autboritka obooi tba orrut « 
Sontoaho Tbo fvat parson to in* 
form tbo prow about cbp orrasi wu 
Mr Voroib Kuowr, M ins poclor 
■OBoM of pdko. UF. ind u said 
Stf'BuitoM bad bow pkkod up 
frew i ptool PUBp oa tba Kolpi 
rood. Into to tbo rood that laavu 
tsMv and gou woft towards the 
forganaa. roMku rillofM ibai ore 
impanatrobla safabousai for 
doMCs (Pboeloa's rillaga to la this 
regiotik Solpt wu mn tba bl^ 
grouDO that arutes occupied to 
oMbtisfa Mir control over this 
rogbn; this you, M polka de^ 
ptoad to klU deadly md docoits 
nara auda it ooa of tbeir most 
taportonf btadquirtan. And this 
patkOi^ aofBoUy ao wner to riddla 
dacoitj with bulao tifl they die in 
"encountart** vmia^ cba her* 
danad aiurdarar Sastosbi, accord* 
igg to tba i m pact or panaral of 
PmM. vary politely, wttheut him 
gatring ao anacb u a scrudL And 
aiBloua, la riiii tuboo, aada so 
■RMPt to aacapa whan ha realisad 
ebat ua pdke had tuned up to 
•rrast him. Tba ICP alao added that 
OaBjiiaha hag becfl Urlng in a piece 
caUad Darshu^nrwa in Kalpi, and 
at tba tHM of hia orTtat he bu bean 
accoBpaatod by a young men. 

Ihraa days Utar, tba praw got an 
opperrunity to Boat ws Swurup 
Rani Bari, tba cabiaat ainlMr for 
boM affairs in Uttar Pndaab, and 


arrui. b wu a bit cd a routine 
guutiOA. but the inswar itunnad 
ararybody: Santo^a, she said, had 
not bean arraned from a patrol 
pump but from his houu in Dar* 
shanpurwi. Had tha inspector 
ganaral of police told a lie? Had he 
been misinfonnad by his own owit 
on such a cntcial aspect cd such an 
important arrest? 

And there wu a more damaging 
tiuestion. Who was chat young par* 
son wbo was sritb Santuba when, 
according to Mr Narasb Kumar, the 
dacoit sru arrested? Why did not 
the polka dataio him too, at laui 
for quastkiiing^ Surely the ppUca 
want to know wbo the friends of tha 
deceits are? Why this special treat* 
ineni to Santosba and his myste¬ 
rious young friend? 

The popular theory about these 
•unanswered questions is that San- 
tosha’s arrest was arranged by one 
of bto maators, a ruling (Wrty politj- 
dan, the young person was this 
paliticlao*s son. The motive: to save 
duel minister Vishwanath Praup 
Singh's )ob by giving him at lease 
soma vague claim to victory. The 
deal: Sastosha would not be killed 
in ao *‘acKounter" or iJl*treated 
whan in iail. Such is tha currency 
that this tbet^ has gained that 1 
even heard it in DahuTi, and from a 
harilan. There were three residents 
of DehuU who were involved io the 
carnage—the ^nciple issilant and 
dacoit Rad ha, and two of his 
friends, Lachnu and Kamruddin. 
None of these throe have been 







rbe PM in Delhi. his two 
for hone affairs (both, aquaUjr fohi* 
ble). cabinet minuiar Mn Smtom 
K umari Bakshi and Hr Raiandra Tri' 
path]«were oat as shy about their 
opidions. Mr Trlpathi prooBptly mH 
that the killings ware p^ticeUy moei- 
vated. 

vSna. ilkb mean? In saytaf 
this, Ur Tripathi was quite directly 
charging tbt oppotitvoo partiea with 
haying used dtcoits to kiu harijaas in 
order to destroy ^ V. P. Sukfb gov* 
emnam. In other words, ha was saying 
that the political parties vrere iiutigat* 

a dacoits of ih% backward castes to 
harfjus. Ur R. C. Takni. the honte 
secretary, carried this a logical it^ 
forward. He told ^ prai^ once again 
without the ranidtaat ayidaiscci that 
the Aoar Sin^ gang was suspected of 
having comiMtied tna carnage. 

To anyone unfamiliar with Anar 
Singh, Malnpuri, west UP and Luck* 
now. that lecBS a hanaless enough 
charge: after all, Anar SJaib is a 
well'KAown decolr of that ropoe. But 
the sting is carefully hidden: Anar 
Singh is I yadty dacoii» frost the 
backward castes, not a chakur. Ur 
Takru was sulKly ihiftiag the coo* 
CTOvariy awM him bgk, subtly de> 
liciking DehuU frea 8a wopur (before 
aov evidence could establiah tte case 
either way). That tadtic did not sue* 
ceed; the state was seen busitag with 
the rumour that the assailant atight 
again be Radhe, winning his second 
battle against oarijans. After all, 
Radhe was still free, and no one was 
even clal^ng ^at the police had any 
idea of his whertabouts. 

And tbit brinp us to another yital 
truth about decoita, and^acoity ep> 
eratloas, tha police aod peUticiini. 
Dacoi^ really became big newa, de* 
raanding state level attentioo and 
creating national level aidieBeet. 
with (he appearance of a young ana 
pretty women called Phoolan. A yictun 
of her beauty, one iioray night (the 
night really was stonny, even if that 
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Chibtrtm*$ fetter re Paadir Ifartaa Copal 
lUfmamAimg gf $0,000 ransooi,* a opseal 
Jetcof decofts seed _ ■ _ 

sounds a bit out of a Hindi film) she 
was abducted by dacofts, end was 
forced 10 become tha paraaaour of two 
thaktf jaag leaders, sri Ram and Lala 
Ram. 8na latar foil in love with e 
dneoit from bar owa mate, Vikram 
in reveage the thakun sot 
merely brutally Ulled Vikram but 

B bhay itrtppM her and bumiliated 
r in a village called Behasti. PhooUa 
was obTfeus^ a woman of soma char* 
acter. 8bc craatod her own gang, took 
help from ether gangs antagonisuc to 
the ebakurSi and in a higb^ dnaiabc 
and viedictiyo oucraga, killed 20 (he* 
kun from Betimai. Everyone #as stun¬ 
ned. Such a Uiiag had never happened 
before: the ruUag caste of thaBbri had 
always been inviolate. Free euM were 

6 * von to ^ thaJrurs of Bri^i (n^ 
idy derea to ifve ;he harijaiu guns 
they gat ulee). aod P. Sngh 
end Arjuo Sioghi chid minister of 
Medhya Prade iC caoiiterrod officially 
in the heert of the deedt region and 
vowed to atodkate the menace from 
their ttetes. Police were mobdliaed. 
end (he poet operatkos 


UP: Lots of law, no order 


I n (he district of Uainpuri alone, 
•ccording to official statistks 
added us \n Rain Narash Yadev, 
former cnirn minister of the smta, 
there were heariy lOO deaths in 
Instances of mass murder. (The el¬ 
ect figure is 89).* This is dm toll: 
Badempur, 12; Jamai, 11; UJiia 
Takirpur, 11; Nagle Rat, 7; JaraU. 
11; Khiria, 9i Jakah. $; D^uli, 24; 
and Sadbopur, 10 . 

So Budt has (be law and order 
situatioQ in Uttar Pradesh deteri» 
rated that no one feels safe. Not 
even (he ULAa. Uore then 300 
MLIs and ULCs of tha state have 
sought official protection, and have 
got It one prmuBMS. This itself is a 
damning Indication of the uacar* 
taintv of life that stalks the Boat 
popuNUi State in the country. 


As far as tSie chief ffliinster*s 
efforts are concerned, inclnrting has 
pehodic dtfean to reei^ if matters 
do not impi u v c, oppo am oa leiders 
have began maaing fnn of it. 
Ra^uvir PayU Vansa, a Lok Dal 
leader of Agra district, says that 
dkera k an old story about such 
peeode bcaradn. Tbm is a story 
about one former ra>a of Buodl who 
yowad to coMuef a fort, and 
announced that he would DOS OK or 
drink until that fort had fallnu. Ihe 
fort did not fall 8o one day, the 
cowtiers aet up an fort, 

and the rafe pwoa his sword and 
his leay trough and can* 
querad this Hs for* 

mally aoneunoed a victory and 
weat back to his eatiag and 
drinking. 


U 


art ffw <mm of aama nf iha 
impoftitt dn^ Igadam (if 4se ngkn: 
Ualkhan Sln^, CbaUram, Xmr 

» Po(hi, uStavira, Aeolai. Pan. 

Iksa, Sri Ram, Uua Ram. Radba, 
Baatosha, Bhima, Nathi, Ceaiam Jat, 
Pan Singh Tomar.The oiily important 
victorias for (hapolica In tba yaardoiu 
war have been the death of na Slap 
Tomar (credit to the UP nlke) and 
the^errast of Nobody alaa 

bas Bvan come near to badag cat^iht. 

Urn police have gadmred great sta* 
cistks. By that date of 24 

December the UP admui^ation 
alone rtafmed that over 1,500 *oota- 
rwut* 6ia^ had hieo kiilad in *'ea- 
counters" and more than 9,000 
arrested. But vdm has been killed and 
wbo bu bean arrested? The importim 
gangs still roam, deioandiag their tri¬ 
bute collecting their raasoou (sea 
iUusmtlon: photostat of a letter sent 
by the yadsv dacoii Chabiraai to a 
uw*off hfihm/ft from tha Agra sraa 
demanding Rs 50,000), and s good 
number « those killed In "encoun* 
tars” are lust innocents vrho have, for 
one reason or the other, fallen foul fi 
(be local, tow levei police officers and 
constables. There is, in fact, an abso* 
luta feeling of terror in tha vUlegas, as 
no one knows who will become the 
neat statistic. SoBStinws the police do 
Bake a genuine error; more often, the 
victim of an encounter is reiUv tha 
victim of eatortioQ, or the victua of 
paraonai vengeance. 

Tbe honest truth is that the major 
dacoits get protection not only from 
(heir caste brethren (this alone can 
never be totally sufficient against a 
motivated and honest polks force), 
but also from another very pow^v 
section of society->the politiciani 
EfocmJ politics has degenerated to 
point where candidate arter candidat 
has taken recourse to tha easiest soli. 
dMWtake the help of the tvro anned 
•ections of the community, the police 
aod tbe dacoits. 

It should be clarified ri^i away tfaa' 
the ruling party is not alone in oeing 
fhdlrv of uaing the support of dacoits 
u aWetfooa; leaders of the major 
oppo aiti oo party of the region, tbe Lok 
have done aktctly tta aama 
(though with leas niccem. perhaps be¬ 
cause they could not get the bmp of 
the polk* as well). But opposition 
parties are not called up^ to solve 
problems; ruling perries are. And 
when members of the ruUng party 
bare already sold their souls to dacoits 
in return for a legislttor'i latte^aad 
or a ministerial chair, it is dURcuk for 
them to be suffidtntly endimlaitic 
about earthing (be dacoits—so matiar 
how windy (Imir rhetoric. 

Ur Vishwaaatb Prttap giagh, 
eccerdlAg to rapuution aqd daa*s om 
limited fenowled^ is a raaaonably 
honounUe man vrtio raaUy dots want 
te end this berribl* problaB. Bui to 
raally do that, hi oaani a Armor hiuid 
and a eaore Mast politics. Ha has 
triad go far to bribe the devil by 
si^piag with it» onaiaam; ha h« te 
stop that, fi ha raa&y warn to airasi 
Raoba aod rastare amot Sanaa of cDoft'' 



■Iikt Ui rIgM «iMi 

fiSm wiinkod of tad 

nareb iattttd tkt list of kgiilnofi 
from tAan ht mlfbt diseom iht 
pcoMcton of iUdho. 

Tf m ihl&k dmt U loo bonfa. hert is i 
iMOif. sterr was oarnM to no, 
Id all its dotaii,^ a wbo 

know dotails by boon, obvious 

raquoft was that Us aama not bs 

qoMod, but of count be is stffl very 
■oeb a sarvioi offkar ia the UF poUcs 
aod ihfrafera qi^i MaattfiabM. 

b the dty of Foraabad (aaar both 
DUmU aad Badhopur) lives a maa tba 

ff n ceasidn a Bwwa oteiaaL Ha 
not bees fuAy coovlctad yet, but 
be bat 26 fatvs p— agalatt 
and ba has bean out on ball. Qulia a 
few of tba cases can't ao varv far 
bacausa witaauas are afraid cd the 
criminal's ravew. but tba charass 
againsc him inclu^ nurdar. At iha 
BKHBeni ha ia abscoodiag; warrants 
have bean issued but, as iha pobcaasA 
ruefully sdeutiad, warrants are soma* 
times not asacutad for a variety of 
reasons, includini poUtkal presauro. 
Ha is at the momant abscMding la a 
case of murder commirted on 16 
November last year. This known ov 
mlnal was one oi tba main orfanben 
of the walcooM given N tba ruling 

a w Mr Raiandra fripathi, tba 
tar of state for Aeme affairs In 
Uttar Pradesh in Octobsr. Ha even 
shared the dais with tba honourable 
minister, and used the ocetsioa to 
abuse certain memben of Ibe adaiois' 
tratioD. It is possible that Mr Trtpethl 
nay turn around and say thslt, in 
public life, it cannot ba expected oi a 
ministtr to know the full truth about 
everyone he meets. But Ur Tiipsihi 
was not bom yesterday. In any case, 
how does one expect the police offi* 
cials and the district admiiuiirvtioo to 
react when they see thpir own minister 
in tba compew of one cf the most 
wanted men of the dty? 

Venality breads Its ganaticaliy 
accurate children. Whao politicians, 
wbo are the bosses, opacuy consort 
with the outlaw, bow can one hope 
that the police will ba angelic? Com^ 
cioo is now to endemic u the system 
chat cha abilicy of tba stan to mobiliaa 
its raiourcos against tba comiptm 
bas virtually disappaved. Noble in* 
lancioni arouaa a saiggar; prombas 
couched in catch phrases (example, 
tbe Dmsru uiUBoiu abfrtyuj raiea • 
rawn. If there is tea mra praasurt 
croffl the political beevywe^hts for 
'results* so that sane Heeding bean 
might ba bandaged, than 'rtsnka* will 
ba maaufecruiM to order. Stetistia 
are required, not qualitative analyiif. 
gnd tbm can aarar ba a tbonage of 
stetiscica ia a poverty-ridden, mac* 
cesilbla land where i snaa of aceoua* 
tability has rarely eiiftad la any caaa, 
viUagaa like De&uli or Badhopir live 
oucaldt the law of tba Indian Penal 
Coda, for who can enforce that order? 
Phoolan kills 20 thakura; bow maay 
malltbf or beckwwdi muM ba killed 
in order to aaniege ^ haert of the 



Tbs fuaeni processioA o/ Atspretdr 
Moofekand wbo wu kdJod in so eo> 
ceunrsr sx Bbc$n/pvf in fsb.lMl 

ckakur? Don't vrorry, they'll be killed. 

Aod if sometimes tba guardians of 
law aad order themmiveii Had daceity 
a mare hicncive source of iocoae then 
bribes? Wbara ell seBst of aaorality 
has malted in the witches' cauldron, 
where honesty bas become a fool’s 
virtue, wbo wu call wbo a vilkia? 

West of Agra, on the bordar of 
RajaMban, is a ma/lak baalat called 
Purmsura^mal. In the twilight of ooe 
m an n ing ih Novembif tba police came. 
Th^ ware samduagfor a mao called 
Rustem. Early in November Rustam, 
not a vary savoury character apparent¬ 
ly, bad gooa ^rudting with a parson 
called Padma, a young ebakur from a 
village in Rajastbiwu after that seesiori 
in a rural tb^ (country bquor ibopk 
Padme diaeppaared. Tna pobce coulo 
oot find Rustam: parbeps the meflebr 
would not five him up by telling tba 
police wbara ba raalb' was. So the 
polka took out their anfat by looring 
about half a doaan houeac of the batter 
off arallabr: Chat Ram, wbo we spoke 
to, was one of tbe victims. What to do? 
Caac Ram want to a fallow maf/ab wbo 


bad boccaa a laadm of Agra dwriet, 
who made wme ooiaas. M will 
be beard when tbe din from ocher 
problems' from tbe wails of Vrldowed 
narilan women, from tbe nngniihed 
smaami of deceit vlctima, from the 
siltat terror of coprasaad castas is 
rocking dm founaariooi of life? 

One of the ifitarasciag asides to this 
story is tbet tba polka and tbe dacoili 
wear the seme uniform. Tba polica, of 
ceuna, wasir their official unifom 
baciues that is the govanimeat order. 
Tbe deceits have got absolutely sinu* 
lar uniforms stiicbH for tbamsdves as 
e dittulse, so that when they approach 
a village to commit a dacoin, the 
villagers may not bo able to watiog* 
ubh them from tba police until it Is tod 
late. A feeing is growing thee this 
nsual ambiguity ia now Um 

oue reality, that chare k not much 
dtffannca hstween tbs dacoit aod tba 
polkamaa when it comes to b^vlour 
with tbe people. Uwill be a dangarous 
day -when inU sui^cion becomas a 
convkdon. Does Viihwaaath Pratap 
Singh have e hand firm enough to 
prevent this much largar danger f Or Is 
ne wUUng to allow the police any 
liberty in return for stetlsrics? 

dC^bere is plenty of humbug in 
X hail.* That wu Shaw, In Man 
aisd SvpbrmM. Uttar Pradesh mev not 
be quite w bad as the eddrau Shaw 
was rafarring to, but by Satan, than is 
no shortaga of humbug. Tha bahjan in 
Uttar Pradash is oumg for bis life, 
aod Mr Vubwmnath Pratap Sin^ is 
offering him electricity, the harijen is 
scraamiQg that all the upper castas 
hale him, rapt hfin, end will never 
allow him to posiasi tbe ooe thing he 
wants even more desperately pernips 
chan food self raspen And ur Singh 
(likt. in this raspaci, avaiy othtr 
politidan, wbathar Cbaren Singh or 
Vajpayea) shows tba baiilas a calcula* 
tor which can work out aD tha casia 
and n^casta alliances that maka up i 
viccory in an alectioo. Tha damano is 


Tbe 


WTwn of Rkognrpis' 
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MooJanV Corhtpanva. ia4 (right) PhooUn*9 yowi#«r iim9t 


dimtiPA of Um car «rBi«bt but hat te 
llowty tiiMi bic wav lo iba 

ear rotaui lomt on tta road. 
Tbara art bumps om turat, tad (ha 
car could aasif f |et, nuck an an oaax' 
pactad, bard tM*lu|h ridia. Uivtnf 
tha ftMt tad back whaau fpiuBBC 
whik jrou ara ttu^ helplenly. Aad 
whan you gat stuck around tbm you 
ara ^Iplest. 

Tbara ara tuddaa sifni of activity on 
this track. Tbm ara maklna It a r^. 

You walk oown horn tnia raiaed 
(rack, for a faw hundrad vards to a 
viUafa which, lika avary otW villaga 
In the world, looks totally at peace 
with itself and lit anvirociMtit. Juai 
outside Iba vtUaga la Ibe Shiva ttopla; 


for Insplrad soda! cbaoia. and tha 
aoswar li a few mora crumbs in tha 
hope chat this twit will hopefully keep 
hli mouth shut afitr that. 

Tha 24 martyrs of Dahull gtoaratad 
a whole bontnsa of crumbs lor that 
particular vUlaM. Dahull is adlKtni 
to a canal, which is why some kind af a 
track always existed tor tha bullock 
cart or later tha cycle to follow the 
canal and reach tha main road. You 
have to laava tha matallad road that 
iiratchat from parosabad to Pratap- 
pur. and turn ri^t onto this crack. The 
soil is so soft that an Ambtsaidor'i 
wheels chum up Hum clouds of It; the 
wheal sinks treacherously inio the 
mud. and the driver dare not keep the 


All they did was 
kill harijans 

Says Yogsndra Makwana atx>ut the Sadhopor kitftngs 

to me 'Hamara sahae achha ha4 koi 
Jkggn asbin hgi (We have aood 
raUtMos with everybody, we aon*c 
have any quarrels with anybody).' 
The banjiDs also told ma^t Ib^ 
did not attract anybody from iba 

Tiliige. 

*Iba caatnl fdVamment has 
tasted savara] oiaiiurai to tba 
povenkBeot includina the dfbtan* 
ing d police patrojung and eba 
mobility of police in the area, tba 
strengCAeniBa of borne guards and 
village guards and to give soma 
mcanciva co diosa pobfca officerv 
who liquidate any of the Uftad 


<4^he mass*murder of harijaaa 
X it Sadhopur was motivated 
because they (tna klUari) have not 
looted anything in the village nor 
have they damaged any property. 
The only thing tl^ have cone is to 
kill certain members of one particu* 
lar community. That shows that it 
(the kill^) is modvaced but it is 
very difficult to find out what is the 
motivation because there are many 
aspects to this problem. It seems 
the aiass*murdar vras done to scare 
tha government and (o challenge it. 
It Is possible it was done to dnaow 
the government also. 

"Tne people of the village are 
simple people. They make a living 
by manufacturing bangles. Villa* 
pen it Sadhopur told me that ii was 
incomprahanilbla to then why 
auch I thing had happened. They 
have no quarrels with anyone, (bey 
aald. The harijans at Sadhopur said 


-■X are alao amending the Arm 
Act to rescrim the issue of firearm 
licences to the puMic. We beve also 
asked ibe stau govammani to cv> 
ry out raids and searches for recow 
ery aad saisure of unliceased 
arms.* 


cUs Is sHm gnp of Hadbt mt 
Smtoiba bedcM^ and tated eiri 
driBik befare baginining tb^ orgy of 
bleed. Tba te^w wta oulca Inaet, 
ahfc>iw|h before wt remed flahuti. 
we too had beard the stnrv beiu 
^cead acroaa the state that oa ban* 
iensv ifl (Wants afeintt tba vnnacre, 
kid dertreyeo this tncrad temple. 
(Another bit of indduouipropeginda: 
that burnt a Ouren m one of the 
Ilualm houaae of me vUUge; thk too 
isalie.) Attbeeon^nee ofDabubwei 
a raiMd platform on which wen 
pieced eonaeenced ttooeai tbeee rep* 
raaanted the defdes the viQagHt bed 
•oecially isvdced for ^ pro te ction 
of the vulage. 

Dthuli wee atiU largely empty. Not 
rneny of the tbairnrs who bed left the 
villa^ an 17 Hovember. when the 
Santeahi eMg arrived, bM returaed 

C . thou^ a few of ibam bad coma 
k. That evoked tba first mvorttnt 
ouesOon: win bed (bey left on the 
17di when tna maamert took place 
only on tbe ISth? Was it becauaa tbay 
knew what waa eoming? But if there 
were not enough insiders, there were 
enough ouliidms. There wet e itrong 
polica coTitljigant. And there were 
labovers busy building (be common* 
ity bouse (govantBant financed). But 
move impressive were tha elactridane 
setting up lines on sophisticatod pra* 
fabfkeied camant poles: <Miuli was 
goh^ to have alectridty! Roads, elec^ 
tridry, water, what non could anyone 
in Dehuli want? 

There is e macabre joke going 
around the viUagas thaaa days: u you 
want development, either Mcome a 
part of tbe chief minister's electoral 
constituency or kill a few harijans. Tbe 
bariiui tbomelves, with tba practical 
native inteUigeace of tbe villager, 
point out tbe Catdi>22 of all this 
"developineot.** PraUiu D^al, who 
has a jM in Agra, told us m DebuU 
that they (the nedjani) had died ao 
tba villifr was getting benefits, but 
who would tba banefits benefit most? 
Who would make tbe moat • of the 
tlecthdty? Tba man with land and 
Boocy to purchase a tubewall. Whose 
childran would uUliM the better 
school facilities most? .Obviouily tbe 
tfaakur^a And in Sedbopur, tba villi* 
gars openly aad violently displayed 
their usiust et tbe hypocrisy of tbe 
MPi ana ministecs. ecoras of tbra 
have predkubly been troopiiig out 
there to sbdw tbair "svapatny* and 
bribe the bereaved beu into tim rul¬ 
ing parry fold. When Mr Brij* Nath 
Kuril, x£* revenue minister for UP 
(and also a henjan) turtmd up at 
Sedbopur tbe angry bariiaor sur¬ 
rounded him, made a public Mfire of 
all the gifts he had bnw^ (talankats, 
wooOan iarseys, esc), and rafuwd to 
let him leave tbe viUaii. They waated 
amurancas of procecoon, not cheap 

ffi Bicki. Ibe buailietH adniitar 
Jy eaeaped ia a poUce Jaap! 
PrsMu Dayal io DAuU was openly 
sceptical of M iMUty or tha wulint- 
mas ad dm ruiiii party to puniu 
Radbe aad Samba. Sis ee^ they, 
he asked, when be had himialf saea 
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imd) 


for tte Cofri 
4B~tbt im ntf 

ww cqwfiBCi^ Ihu 
^tanAM kad naralj been pHKected 
hf tht» lire* ef M arren. ead that 
Radbe pretectad by his out tad by 
poiitUil aaaton. would (o un* 
puftiihad TOO soae way or the other 
would be found to aat both off the 
hook. 


Of course, the 


be taanirea have been 
We vialtedRedhe's beuae b 
Dehuli. The poiict. ia a alUy display of 
briYado, bed aaieclwd Che ioefcad door, 
end raPMcked the beloailnia ia 
March of *duaa.* Hie prauam wu 
alaewHara. and eedo>poUtkal. end real 
anewera srere eleewbere too. But eince 
the loveraaieni la not intcreeted ia 
BentiMing (at least pubUdy) the viial 

S iionii one can hardly expect its 
bonai^ to spend Oieir ability 
and fnergy lowacda itirrhini for rau 
eolutlona. 

The problaa ia the berijan'a search 
for braad with dignity. The problem Ls 
the complete uawllUagMei of the 
whole range of upper caftee, and parti* 
cularly the thann who are la dire 
need « bertien labour (or their laode, 
10 five the harljaa the riihi to eeh 
QueeclOAS. the right to a«end hi! 
women, the right to coetnl his time: 
efier ell. the day this eedety gives the 
harijan honour. Che berljea will de>* 
fend that honour. The harljaa ii 
already eekiog for erma to protect his 
life: 00 tovemaient. and certahih not 
the tbsairr govenuneni of Mr V. P. 
SIngbdare give them guns. But there ia 
a difference new, A post* 
independence MneratioA haa apMrgid 
•inoAg the banians which juA augbi 
decide to retaliate with Imivea If 
necessary rtdiar than be amahed Uke 
a mouse which had dared » quesboo 
the supreme authority of man. 

The caste problem of this region Is 
not festric t od to Just the anci«hariian 
feeliog (though o«c must repeat, at the 
cost of souaoiiig twing, tuc die ooe* 
thing dial does tinlie all the oebar 
castes is their coutempt for the ub* 
toucheUe). The politics end rew ar d s 
of fiSTeipB ore taJdag their toll in 
virtually ewy lidiere. One of the most 
serioos limits If the upper ecbelens of 
Ule is the fl^t for pow er between the 
rhehurs and the hrihaias. Tbit is not 
aimply a fight for chM ainlmaiihlfs 
but afigbt tor eutboricy dowe tht line. 
Thai is, if a hnhsu 0 Is in raal ebarga 
Eiwa dm iwhmfas down cbe Une ^ 
the dlstrkti. in the police force, etc) 
reep the banefia. 

laen thare a the powerful coo* 
froatadoa betweoi dm upper cestee 
and bacfcwarda, who art a newly donu- 
Beat force in the regioa. One of ^ 
sigM of their power is of courae the 
lib Dail; the other iapemat ifga la 
that nose of the gangs roam iBeee 
dlsa^cm of Weff Cttar Predeah (as 
diarinci from Madhya Pridaah, where 
iBehar gangs era sw dominaBt) are 
from Che heckwird cesiea: Chebirem, 
Anar Singh at aL Tha thehura have, in 
fam, tried to pigmee ladhe. Snn* 
teabi, Ula JUm aad 6rl Rem la an 
dffmn to MUDteribe power whkb the 



bedrwerd caste dacoits were giying to 
their, cestee. 

C3unge slwa^ demands a heavy 
price from sociecy. It would be an 
ma^gentMo to ley that what we are 
wicnessiAi today in Uttar Pradesh b 
tht first sign of any major revolutmi;' 
it would be more accunte to describe 
it as yet toother brutal attempt to nop 
that first sign of change from ever 
^peering on the borixon. The upper 
castes htro ^ pest and the present; 
dmy went to ensure thet the future 
also reomios with them. They have 
already usurped dm glmy of alscory 
end the wealib of the Usd; they do not 
west to surrender eithaer. like ell 
social wan. the lines ere often haxy; 
events saemto defy lo^; end alwej^ 
ahreya the try to mis* 

interpret reality so char anodw palat* 
tbit excuse might be poesible. some 
more time migni be purchased from 
the future. The upper castes have the 


guns. In the frab*what*you*can spirit 
M the present, they will often use the 
guns ageinR one another; they will 
barter, they will make peace; they will 
dbplay the normal greed that detar* 
mines so mud) human actien; they will 
use the necessary cunnini to sue for 
settlement when the eccaaion de* 
mends. 

But against one enemy, those who 
have guns will use them only to hill. 
That enemy u the wremhed of ,the 
earth, the untouchable harijan. And 
die h^jan must die without a cry of 
pain; the woman with a two-montfa^ld 
child in Sadhepur must submit vrithoui 
anguish; the coild must bleed witiiouP 
tears; tht widow (rf Dehuli must wil¬ 
lingly accept that tbb is her destiny 
ana death will be the fate of those who 
want to chanee it: and the man mutt 
keep his heao permanently bowed till 
natural or sudocn death rids him of e 
life he never lived. R 
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'SPEa/U. IMPORT 


H.i.HLBaiiiasinuin: 
L ord oi the Racuig Rin g 

"M. A. M."the ally surviving son of the richest family 
in south India, is a man of many talents—an astute 
businessman and ardent s^^man. But the 
greatest passion in his life is horses and horse 
racing, and in this field his achievements are 
already legend. TAPAN CHAKI spoke to him in 

Madras. 


T he beeminf fece 
which het eeknew* 
Udied 10 moDy 
chttre 4 t so m*By 
rece counts eJl over 
the country, wee the mdc 
thet welcomed me to ChetU* 
ned House to Madras. This 
wet no ordinary face, aad this 
wai no ordinary house. The 
face beloniied to M. A. M. 
Remaiwamy. already e 
leftend in racina. a hero in 
hockey where mi spell as 
president of the bdiao Hock, 
ey Federation (fHF) won the 
country the Asiad aad the 
Olympics, and won his the 
undying admiration of the 
players. And Chettinad 
House wai the hone of the 
richest fatmly of the aoutta. 
Money plus talent: a dream, 
come-tnie iiory. 

Chettinad House is a syn* 
bol of Cheniar vision, taste 
and wealth. Smooth pcen 
lawns, uAduJaciiif paruand, 
maieitic trees, rrom (be 
badeyafd one can watch the 
Adyai wood its way into the 
bty. This is (be home of fU* 
ian Sir Muthiah Cbettiar, 
leader, spokesman aad pet* 
ron of that enterpriaioa trad* 
ini community, the Kattak' 
konai Naiarataara (coajnoa* 
\j knewo as Natt^^tkoitai 
Chattian); this is the bone of 
the nehest feasily south of 
the Vindhyaa. 

Built over SO ycara aio, 
Chettinad House ia a maimn* 
cent muUiaioried structure of 
Italian marble.Burma teak. 
Eailisb cement, aad a ipadal 
aubacaace called Cbenia^ 
plaaier. It took over five 
years and the laboara of over 


A proud MAJd. poaac wfck Own OpfaMa. bafore (be 

famous horse iato (be Air India fZtfbr te T 0 I 90 



1,000 ausons aad carpanten 
10 build this splendid edifice. 
Today a staff of 120, no less, 
helps Balatala its vi^eep 
aoe immeculete atanaarda. 

Mr itamaawamy ushered 
me late a hupa drawiac room, 
elegantly himtabed and deco* 
rated with maiaificaal 
meaorablia: it was a bit of a 
hall of fame, with mamea* 
toes, tronbiaa. seuvenirt and 
profusery larlaoded photo* 
frapha 9I uoae relatioaa. A 
short, soft*spoken, dapper 
mao with steely ayes and a 
p^er face, M. A. li aanlad 
uio a comlortaMe sofa aad 
ordered fruit juice for both of 
us. Today, at SO bis world ia 
clearly dtf In^ As be 
pul it, *I don't want to talk 
about money, wealth and 
prtmrty. All ] know it tpofis 
and radac. aad 1 am only 
poiBi to talk about thate.* la 
me next two boon there wan 
ttmm when Benkni a word 
out of him on any ocher 10 ^ 
wot ea difficult as aktrectini 
blood out of acene. 

the mitialf M. A. U.—or. to 


The mitialf M. A. U.—or, to 

S re him hit full aame, 
uthlab AnDamaltl 
Motbiab^atand for three 
geaaradQas of Cbettima. The 
youaeeet eoe of Rajab Sir 
Mathiah Charciar, be waa 
ben in Ma^rea on SO Bepti» 
ber 1B31. Bla eajrty years 
srare spent in Ifndres aad 
after creduetion he waa 
apprmiticed to the vast aad 
fiventfM family burin am; 
he leant bit wm aulckly 
But he bed naarina ocher 


(ben bwtiaam, and It was in 
tbeaa Ant he began to de> 
valap a repumte. 





Ch0nin94 Hpum la $JJ in tumfy tpi4n^euf, m rivtt idytr ia Utdra 


Vary •trly In Ufa M. A. ftl. tock ao 
MTiva tntamt lo aportt. and w w d 
•UiaMlf fakrty proficiant in pc4o and 
tanala. Ha waf anca caniidarad 
Mcand'baa) oaJy iq Kriihaan In iha 
wuih. Ha waa InlHaiad inn wbat ¥rat 
lo bocona hlj graaiaat lova, bona 
raclAC* by his broihar tha laia kumar* 
•ralab M. A. H. Muthiab Chattiar. And 
b tna last Id yaart be has iadulgad hit 

f ission for borsas on a litan^c scale. 

ha borsas ba has boucm, tha bats ha 
has placed, the jock^ be has db 
card^ all bear iba stamp of both 
in<dapcb ksowladpa and namboyancai 
avarytblni ba did was ncwsworiny. Ha 
has had bis share of failures and 91001 
success as: but the graacast success 
surely* has bean Dvm Opinion, 
tha first Indian borsc to race abroad. 

80 conpelUnf has been bis interest 
in tha that today, with a stride ^ 
orer 60 bones and an Invostmeni of 
over a crora iiabiad in eaary racing 
contra in India, M. A II. is by far the 
biagiif Indlaloaai horse owner. Tba 
colour of gold, brosm boll and cap 
bavt so doainatad Indian radag that 
^ A. U. already has an unparoUolad 
has] of 81 claask vlnnars under his 
bait, and ba la wall on his way tb a 

world record of bomg tbo first to 
win a 100 claaska 
U. A. Id's comhbutioD to anodier 
branch of sport, Indian hockey, bW 
baaa tuhsiaaAl too. He has bean one 
of iba most surf assful prcBdaan of 
. the IHF. and during bis tenure India 
won tha *World Cup at Kuala Lumpur 
and the Olympics at Hoac ow. 

*Bow did you bacoma t^ IHP prasi* 
dent?” X asked. It wbi a loaded quae- 
Oon, since there had bata talk whan 
be took over. Be and reptiad, 
rliava me it was absolutely 
Ona fine morning the thaa 
y, Idr % IL Sea. walhad 
into BfaTrpom m laBgakra and Invltad 

IfMataock 



of my Ufa. 1 liked tba gaam but t had 
netblng to do with hockey. Ha assured 
me that there would ba no problems 
and that I would be backed by tba 
committee and given all c e eparatiesL'* 

"But did you really get all that? la it 
true that Ashwini Kumar and bis 
group sfore making ibingi difficult for 
you?'' I enquired. 

MAM. shook bis bead vebamafitly 
la dlssaai and said. "Personally, 
Asbwtni and I have aothlM agsliwt 
each other. Thera was no proMam with 
him, and. as a man, 1 think ha ia a very 

fine person. Tba red p r o bl am was that 
paopu expect you to win arery time. 
They just don't realise that ocher coun* 
trios have improved vastly, and lech- 
aiceUy and pbysketly are far tu* 
parlor." 

"How do you think India will fare in 
the World Cup at Bombay and 
Asiad laiar?” 

Ramaswaan metebed a little on the 
sofa, reclinea and cmamented, "You 
sem u>a game today is ce ntr ed around 
shiBt conien, in which we have not yet 
reached anywhere near ptr f ectioa. 
Since wa woo tha Olympics we should 
manage to bold on to our podtioft.* 
Wbai wa naad is astroturf, which is 
fast and true of bounce. The govn> 
ment should allocate funds to unport 
six astrocurf surfaces. Five of them can 
be lezu to the five sooes and one 
should ba kepi for pseeticc in any hill 
statioe. After all, e ver y majOT lourea* 
mem in the world today is played on 
astrocurf. and it has coma to suy for 


In 16 years he (Ramaswamy) 
has won over 700 cups and 
1,000 races. This year his 
earnings in stake money 
aione were a Irttie over Rs 20 
takhs 
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*Wby did you roslgB from the IRF? 
tre you dilUlutiODed?*' I askad. 


Ware you 
fUmaswamy was a trifle reluctant to 
reply but efter some persistence, be 
leld. "There were verious reesons. 
Pirnly. t found myettf unable lo con¬ 
vince OM committee chat youth is the 
only answer ro ^ future. The fineTtce 
of the IHF was worryipg me. There 
were a lot of dues 1 could not collect 
despite several reminders and ereiv 
effort 00 my pert. 1 found myseu 
constantly running into hot water. The 
press too was not me a fair deal 
It was forever criticising' end de¬ 
moralising (he Federation. It was then 
that 1 felt 1 should step down and give 
another man a chance." 

"Don't you think that yoq hate abdi¬ 
cated responsibility at a very crvdal 
time and hove reelly nin evroy?" I 
asked. 

Ramaswamy did not at all approve 
cf the tone erf my quaicion. A frown 
showed bis resentneni as be replied, 
"Of course not. I have never run away. 
b*i just that 1 felt • change in the 
saddle mm do the game some good." 

M. A. 11. was th» most popular 
hockey president the ^ae has kdowb. 
and the great esteem in which be wet 
bald by ^yers Is widab known. By 
helping win the World Cup and the 
Olympics, he gave tha sport a much 
needM boost. His Influence in Uni' 
Hring various factions of the strife-ters 
Federation and in building a 
team of talenied youngsters is bo 
to be felt in the future. 

His generosicy to players wet ex- 
traordinaiy. Leslie Clauoiu«. manager 
of the Indian teem to cb« Bangkok 
Asiad, once mentioned i*> me that 
although India had lost to Falosten. 
Ramaswamy was so pleased with the 
performance of the teen that he 
promptly donated a lakh of rupees 
thar night. MA.M, did aot deny this. 
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T b« g]ui of fruit juke had reached 
it» naif nark and it wai time to 
iwltcb over to hl A.M'i favourite tt^ic: 
bemi and bone rmdog. In 16 yean on 
tbe turf he baa won over 700 cum and 
1»000 racM. This year bii earnings in 
itake noney alone were a liiUc over 
fU 20 bkbs. Add to it his pbenooienai 
earnings in the betting ring (which he 
flatly refused to discuss and promptly 
dUaiUeed etoties about his astrono¬ 
mies] belting as “rumours" and 
"beanay"). 

Stories about his cedossaJ betting are 
legion, many of them true, some half 
truths, others fabrications. In every 
Indian race course, bookmakers often 
mention the huge sums M.A.M. has 
won, but no one bothers to write about 
the still more gigantic sums he has 
lost. Ahi David, who craiiu bis horses 
with great success, once summed him 
up in the following vrords: “Mr Raous- 
wmniy is a vronderful loser." 

"1 spend about two lakhs a month on 
upkeep and maintenance of my string, 
and at the end of the year 1 just about 
break even. In a iMy year 1 might 
make some (wofit, but that’s added to 
my total income, and ir all goes in 
taxes," be explaiiwd. That expiration 
seemed to have a bit of the accountant 
in it. 

“To what factors do you ariribute 
your success in racing?" I asked. With 
lamcnse confidence M.X-U. replied, 
"] buy good hones and look after them 
and race them well. I've got e very 
good trainer and have always had good 
Jockeys riding for me." Ha peuseeand 
addei "111 let you into a secret. I am 
^tpericltious end I never buy a horse 


wirh an aeudar mark on the forehead. 1 
believe it brings bed luck to the owner 
and his family." 

"With Lords and Uahanjes, gone 
from the scene, do you tluw'‘i^ng 
has a future in India?" 1 queried. 

"We are very far behind iaiematioB- 
al standards in breeding; tbe horees 
abroad art sturdier, cnaybe tbe cU- 
mats has a lot to do with this. But our 
administration of racing 4s good, our 
cracks are very good, Im racing does 
have a very twighl fvrurt brause 
every ytv lots of new owner s are 
coming in and that's a good sign. 

“To keep ibe sport going we must 
have 600 yearlii^ to supply the five 
turf authorities, ifeel tbe govenunent 
should seriously think M issuing a 
Ikence to tbe turf aueborirtes to UU' 
port two Stallions and twenty mares 
each. This will help Che middle-incone 
owner to buy a bom at a reasonable 
price." 

“Are you satitfied with Cbe stake 
money and other fecilities given to 
owners?” 

“Yes. Today, except for the Royal 
Calcutta Turr Club (RCTCX all the 
other dubs are giving attracrivt stake 
inentives. It is high time tbe RCTC 
increased its stake offering and 
brought it et par wirii tbe oeber dubs, 
because Calcuua jnrtmt ere alao 
buying horses at bj^ prices. Ikit 
ireiurn th» get is nea^ 50 per cent 
less than the others,” M.A.M. commis- 
eraced. 

“But what's wroQg witb the RCTC? 
Have th^ fallM on bed days?" I 
asked. Pai came the reply, "Caloma 


was once a premier racing centre. 
There was a time when the entire 
south Ifldii racing was conducted 
under the rules of ihe RCTC. In those 
days Calcutta horses were i class 
above the others. But all that seems a. 
distant memory. 

“1 think ipert from more attractive 
stake Bwney for all classes, the RCTC 
must request the West Bengal govern- 
toent to reduce the betting tax to 
around IS per cent. The more the rax. 
tbe len The collection. The club should 
form i committee of ownen, trainers, 
bookmakers, government nominees, 
etc and find out ways to improve 
collections. At the same time, where* 
ver possible, it should cut down ex¬ 
penses. 

"As t racehorse owner I feel horse 
TKini in Calcutta should not ioterfere 
with the other centres. I am siacerely 
making a request to the other four tun 
authontles to consider a r^ualon in 
tbe income they derive from tbe 
RCTC. This will go • long way to hdp 
the RCTC be in a bappy position." 

] bad come to tbe end of my allolted 
rime and the two empty glasses Were 
taken avriy by an dd feiuy retainer. 
As 1 got CO letv& my ceugbt 
the stor^ oak penelling, tbe massive 
cbindetiers, the ornate mirrors and 
the feneral atmo^ere of opulence 
all around. As we snook hands I asked 
if it wes true that hu family was tbe 
ricbest in south India. After all, the 
Netrukkoual Cbettiars art estitnated 
to own more than three crore gramaMi 
of gold in the whole community. 

Aere wu a twinUe in M.A.M'i 
eyM. Or did ( only imaglM that? ■ 
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Opposition: Credibiiity 
must foiiow unity 


it li VM dull lin Godd cab 

BOC bt MMMd UflkM thi 
Mi«r wffq ri cto n p mk $ jola 
hmdi. Ml h k Mifly ont 
idm I d^AiiT&ii 
MM bMM OBly OB OMTIi^ 


dvo M Imt. A l«r|i nite d 
MO^It m dliMMod UN 

prooiPt i«/ but thot tei 
aoe BMfi ifaii thoy hivo mcM 
tho Ml* wharo tboy will «oci 


Power 

and 

Politics 


iai tbo Joaota 4ty9. Tbo proiont 
laadori oro ubUkoIt to 
bo takoB ooriovoly if thoy lobnoro 
tho olootorato and proauaa a draa- 
tie iBprovamaai la iha law a&d 
crdar dtuatiM osca tbay cana to 


■v lAUUN UNQU^A 


for anybody who oppooM Imt. bi 
IITTTTi aaiidy & nM) ul 
urban poor who faro Mrs 
M par earn of dw popolar mo lo 
idta of tha Baor|o^, lorcod atah 
Iniailoaa and tbo oroodbaaod 

r MidoA unity, lui ahar aaaina 
ipoetado that tho janata lao» 
ori mado of thaauahof by fld^dni 
with oich echar. avan tat urbu 
mlddk daai and tba inia&iiaotaii 
find hor ttoro dayandabla tAM Aa 
othan. Thoy fool chat aha can at 
boat MYo uo country frm chaoa 
ond dlaintonrioiL 
Un Gandhi baa doflaltoly net 
boon ablo to |1yo tho country an 
offacdvo and food fovaman but 
who will bohavo that chooa who art 
In ibo oppooitiM 00W| wd foaUng 
ii thoy nU do about ooch ochor. 
wUI bo abio to do any bottar? Oil- 
vottog Mr Morarll Daaai In cho 
Janata gonoral boar Boatlag oh Ua 
oppoaidoo to unity la on* thm^ but 
conviacing t9l country at lorpo that 
tho proaoot amngoaoat, wnkh la 
avon morm looao tW tho proNoua 
mor will work la quito aimbor. 

Tho enpooitioB Uodara hov* aWo 
not plcBod tha right laauoa to 
oppoio Mra GaodhT Tba fim ia 
corruption. No indtpaodont oboor* 
vor will daily ikwt I larip nuoibor of 
Congraiod) WadoH cmIooi posay 
inagaUy. altbar for thOBoalm or 
for tbo party* And tUa ia gdu oa 
with tbo full knovladgt om; In 
ao«o CUM acdro 


In racaat motba bad to announco 
iarpi prioa Incroaooa. Prtea rlaa la 
our ceuacry la to a Urpa aatont 
dap ae dam oa tba ao n aoona tad 
alao to aoaa anaot on dio Intoru* 
doool atf prko rioo. Tha aoMy 
aappK la ooi olwayi tbo eioin cul* 
pm. It la unNkoly that tho public 
will boUovo that tbo prooont botch 
pottb biod of oppoaWon loodort 
win bo obU to run tbo country any 
boctv chon boa boon. 

Tbo aoBo bolda for cbp law and 
ardor laauo. Tho low and ordoi 
MaotlOB la good atlshor In Dolbl 
nor la tto CoBa«oi(l>rulod atotoa. 
But boa not flw low and ordor 
tftuodoe •]» dotorientod in Loft 
froat>rulod Wait loagol? Un* 
doubwQy Woat BocmbJ la Mttar off 
ChM B&or or V? but haa not that 
booB tho coat alwan^ Aldmgb 
porlodlcnl cossBnal rlolonco hM 
DOW i footuro of Iftdoptndoat ladi* 
0*1 poUefcal lift, caate wara, u wo 
know than today. roaUy btgia d v* 


dro Ihakhar. A. A Va/p*y*o and 


Tbo oppoiltlee loadara will hava 
toflrot adinit bofora tha public that 
iboy tbovaolm woro rooponalbla 
for tha dlaintotrahon of tho JaiMii. 
Than thoy wUllioro to loka a public 
vow that that will aovor do auch o 
chilli again. Thoy will alao btro to 
pubucly proaloo that thay will 
abido by ow authority of wboovor 
ia domoerotkally oloAOd Ibo load* 
or. Thlf la oaaontiol bocauao it Uon 
tbo loodonhip laoM dwt tho Janata 
ro^ breho. f iaallyi thoy wiU boro 
to dosMMtrata for at looac two 
yoara that tb^ can work togoihor 
Dofor* glriiig a call for tho ovtr* 
throw ol Mra Gandhi. Soao of tbo 


oppoaltleo Uadon aco in auch a 
hi^ tbai thoy want to put up a 
uBiMd front in janaary ao that taoy 
can go into bttuo froa Fobruary to 
roAovo bar froaa powor. Thla srlll 
ba foolhardy, lha opp^tion Uod- 
on woro foollah onco and that 
brought tba Contrail back to pow* 
or wuhln two an* a half yaara w ha 
rout ai ibo poDi. If thoy ropoat 
their folto thon thoy nay unloaah 
forcoa or diaruption which nay 
bring tha country to tbo brink or 
ruin. 


bnaodoa boro a Joog wgy <0 
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NOjterfaiWi 

4. f« Ai ■rtiiut, jtn mum W Mdittr fa t fw td to 

faM «tMt M litioaoQ ii MV M b>« it ii Mk^ w 
4mlo^ t CMPor> of coWM, ipotk vkh tiqr aooom of 
oMMtacy Ii tv mBs» om ikiig ii omIb vo 

hM to vnwo Md fCroAf^M o Mf wtm m li 

MoUblo Mtk for any hippouift ki thi Mif fw> 0 i 00 

ii if ^trv ifdk Ai moiBt, iboro It t ooMoftro ad • 
vttMrowol of ttooM Tko vlikdrtvol koi to f ri ; 
tikaplico ikou^ not canyloaH. TUo coohAo and 
tftfttewol won Qni]At«ill 7 doclorod by iko Chhmo 
low poo^ aid ikot wo obouJd rojort Ami. It ia MC qnto 
doorirtwt tbof soul by It. Otofloualy, wo cMiaor pbioa to 
tko rkimai MiikAiml fros our uritiory. Tbo sero tkoy 
vlAdriw tko bottor. Ao for Ao c o Moflr o, wo could ooc von 
will MV Att Ail Aould lot toko ploco oad Aot wo AoO 
Issodlotoly cuciBuo s fifkt oa. 8tri^ froin our poAtoof 
viov. Blktvy tad eAor» wo vatod tiso n proporo 
ovoohroo for tko fvturo eooflkl ckat si^kt toko plo^ It 
would kivo bou fooUoh oad sUftarily «awt« for oa s 
ceadoM fiaktino iuK A«. Wo bovo nkn odvoatooo of 
Ail |ip ponod ud, to a c o n aldo n blo OKtoacaaoottkoood 
ounalvoa. 1 do ooc thiak tkara ia any poaalbtilty A At boot 
futurt of iko CWnaia ottaekiad oa «nu lay aacctaa Wa coa 
earaialy bold tkas aad poaaJbiy puab Aas kadi ovoa aow. 
Aa sari dso alapaao, our Rraaftk growa. 

5. Tba quaadoo. tkarafort. w aoi cf oar a c capt aaca or 
rajocdoe of tba Qdaoaa coaaafiro aod wlAdrowal, but 
ratkar of our aot pcoTOB Aio AU. Wbat wo obiactod s vara 
eartaA coadltioaa attadiod to thia by tko CuDOOi. It waa 
aot Quito doar wbai tbaaa waro, aad to wt oakod for 
cUrincatlona. Wbu tkaao cas^ ova ckae ^ra wara 
muy laofa la it whJcb wo could aot accapt Tko sattar 
rtfti tbara. Tkat ia. wa bavo aot aeroptod tko Cktooaa 
propoaala. but wt bova aot ispadod to oay way tba 
coaiaflra or At wlthdnwil. 

I. Uaanwbila a naw dovalopawnt took fdaca. Tkia wh Ao 
C olosbe Coafaroaea of au ao^oiWd oomliiaod pouor t ia 
Coloabo. Wc bavi rooivod At nrnwinafndofidni of Aia 
conftranca. but to that ia addod u orfoat roouaff to koap 
Aas cocrtt till tko Mao Mtoiatar of Coyloa cosoi m 
DalhloailM lOA Juuary and diocucaac Ao awttar wiA ua. 
■ofort that aha vw go to Paktog. Wo ahaU aararally givo 
caraful Ibougbi to what tba Colosbo Coafcrtac* aaya. 
Tbair rocoBunaadationt art by ao taoaaa dor to ovafy 
raapact aad are liabla to varyi^ totarprototionc. Wo Boat 
ImM oaactly what tbair soaoing tM Hnphradorn art 
bafora wa cu dadda what our liac to Mtioa will bo. That h 
At proa an t podboiL 

7. It is highly probabla Aot A on will bo ao auUtary 
coaflict, Aonforo, for tbo aaxt Aroa waoks or ao it looot 
For SOSO tisa aitor Aat. such • coofiict it unliktoy bocaaaa 
Ao iffoctod mil art to Ao dopA to viator. Tko aood U to 
pravat oay dovekwoiaat to Ao aatun to a ailitaiy 
conflict aad wo AouM raady for aay audr occarraaco. 
But Ais is ualJkoly. 

A Thus wa havo to ipood up ill our prapintioas aad bo 
ready lO Ao dao for confUet if it occurs. NorsoUy/tbo 
wiatar period will bo m to caattoidag caoaeflra aad wa 
should tako full odvaBtagt of this. It is pnadhla Aat 
oAar dtvalopscats taight taka ptoeo «Akk sty loagAan 
this pariod. 

9. A grut deal has bom Mid Aout tbo uapiwparadiHM to 

our anDy.lUt say be partly true but Aagaam isp r ea ^ 
ion creatod on Ais miqoct tt» 1 tbiak, aot out. Wto tbaa 
did our arsod forcas oufiar serious rsvanas? Poomo talk 
about lack of proper arss or ovao tone doAiag, otc. It is 
traa Aat our army did aot Ppaaass autosatk waapont. to 
At'seasa to auwsatic rulas. »b>»«gb they bod oAar 
i Mt oaaad c wsapcai bko sadAw itM to vartoas ktods. 
Tbay had also Aa aorsal wtitar Vtoerruaatoly. 

tost dtfhculcy waa opariaiicad to Aas fuithor 

wiatar outfiu ba«.auaa ovarytkiM w* seat bod s ba 
dropped from Aa ik aad as Aa torrato was vary souk- 
lasdos wiA doe pradpteas* stay to Aa air dropptogi 
wwa ktt aad cow aot ba racovarad. luc on Aa wktoc, it 
could aot ba nid that lack to w ia cac cleAlag or sodom 



had sqr very grot Mtact 
M. At for mm$t our army kad the wtol-knowa .903 rifla 
whfck ii Rfll usd by aws couatrias aad is a pood rtfls. 
Bva ia fSiaat Brltato, tiB Aa praaaat year, tha caangauvar 
m aassatk riflaa bad aot bta eestwad It is t Uagthy 
procas f« a «AoW army. Wo bbd Mgua Ao procas to 
sanufaenirtog Aom autosatk rifles to ladlo two or Aria 
yam ago. It Is now **^*f"y fruk aod will prograsaWaty 
supply m wlA sore aad aura suck riflot. As avan All Is 
aot ^^*g^ for tka aaar hnuro> wa m isportiai aa many aa 
wa ca gat from abroad, tagothar wiA oAar woipoM 
11. It soMW s ba Aot Ao sator roaaoas for our rovaraas 
wart Aa Aaka to tbo tmaia on wblcb wt had to flgbt Aa 
Chsas Tkk was %0 s Aa advaauga of Aa antsy ud 
very dtoodvaatogaous for its, tbo moio disadvantagt for ui 
batog Aot tbare wot no oog accoos to it by road « oAat 
BOOM to ^frssunktttom Wo bod As to send ovarythlif 
by droppiag kos Ao air. This Included assusliion, oAor 

ate. Our air forca did a very fiat JA to 
i to propar cossunicatieps was a pM% 
Tba Cblaooa ea tba oihar hand hod aaay 
cosBunicMkai babtad Asi as Aa road lyttan to Tlbat 
cast hgkt up to our froatlwr. Lookad at fros a puroto 
sihtan point to vltw, wa should hava salaciad a suca 
sore a OMti va Hat to d to u a o which was coanactod by road 
s loaai to our mala supply co n tras. This, bowavar, would 
bavo Mtailod radrlag on em own lorrisry ud allowiag Ao 
Qtlnsa to sorefa al^ It wlAout saa jor f toftmg. Although 
this was Aa wisar thing A dOL it was aot a pliant coaraa to 
follow. 

U. A socoad eM)ar diMdvnataga to our army was tka fact 
Aat our forcas had baoa wtot rathar buniadly from low 
•Ititadas near sa laval to aii alticuda to about 14,000 faat. 
Aayooa who has doaa aay Sfkiacainaarltig knows tha affaci 
to this saddaa chaagt» Ugb altirudas. it produces savara 
baa dachas aad slomaas Mghts and gaMrally dtvitaliaaa 
out. It is always deurabla U* poopU at vvioisi 

ROM btooro Off roach Aw high ikiiuda. Wa could not do 
aa bicauaa Aa Cnihaaa had itraady croasad our border and 
wara —tbair fores Aara. 

U. It say M said Aat wh ought to hava Aought of this 
aad placed our fores M Aat nlgb aldcuda loog bafora. 
Eva that wu aot vary faaslbla bapaus that wtoild hava 
saint supplyiag Aos wlA avarything a lirga army wanted 
W air dropping* Tba only oours was to bullo up gra roa A 
ngbt up to tba fronriar. This ws uadert Aan two years ot 
tM aad muy roods bavo bean built. But iba piiaam 
aot completed. The terraia is difficult and raid 


ws 


builAog ragulrs high aatonaaring Aill. It takes else. 

14. It is interesting to note the dSferans to the fating 
quality to our troops to Ladakh ud ihos to NEFA. In 
Lad tkn they had boao accUsauiad to the high ildtudei for 
soma timo past. Tbay fought thertfore, extraordinarily well 
and tofUctad vary heavy cawtIriH on tha Sinaia, even 
«Aea they had to withdraw bocausa to suporior mimbento 
Aa Chines. Tbay did s gradually and did not allow Aa 
niinrv fores to advuce much. In NEFA Aey had aoi 
boao accUmatisod ud could not f ighr m Aey nsmally do. 

15. It is easy to be wis efts Ae event. It is easier to 
erhios wbai has Happeaed. But I do think that tha two 
major causs for pur reverses were those two that 1 have 
meotioDed. Some to ur generals have been heavily critl' 
ci^ aad have bean rented from srvica. Many unkind 
things are said about Aem without much juidficacion. It 
waa right perhaps that thev offere d ibeir resignation at 
bosounble men. But Ae fiuJt was hardly theirs. Tha fasts, 
suck as occurred, were to the local coaunanders to brigades 
ud Ae like *Ao bad to decide on Ae spur of the moment 
what they should do wbu they ware beuig ovarwhalmed by 
Urga numbers to Aa enemy. The Chief to Ae Army Staff 
and the Army Conmicidar who have resigned could hardly* 
be said to be directly responsible. They were cumpeteat 
end brave men and it u vary unfair to them ro accuse them 
for something Aat was due to a large number of circumst* 
ances, many to them outside their control 

16. Ibere was also tha fact that tha Chinese, after many 
long yean to werf are. an sxparti at mountain O^ttog and 
hava bean trained ^ectficaMy for this purpose. Their 
acAods to fighung are a mucture of ragulsr orthodox 
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wtpfin tad fuffriOi «nr. li JCcm. «Ml flkdi 

WMpOM, ^ akowtd di«r eqS 4o idStt i_ 

Vhkh had CM UitfC m oda n wnpaat. iBffaM tM 
CblMM had got Bucb brnr wiigow ui4 M fiHicnJ 
rtMlr awcbodi of bouauUo vorfart. U It ofidai cbM c^ 
had bm proportai for ton* luch lanM for a ku ctaM 
put in tiboc. TiMjr bad argiBulatod lai^ iwiiu asd 
choir CTMM woro ItfiBg lU tbo tku at i Up tltituda. 

17. WO novo loomc by our osporkncM and ■kfortuaoi 
and we iboU take |ood care that they do mc ropoot 
cbeaiMlm. The proaont poaition U. u 1 uvo oud too^ 
chat our armiaa, both in NEFA and 
potitloaa acrooily and oron if cho Clrtnau anaek cbaa 
«Aara ibay are, cha poaithwa would ariU bo hold, ntara la 
no chance, u far u ono ua aaa. af any fwtbor rocroac b; 
our foreoa. Aiaoffl, choreforo. la wo froa any lovaaleo and 
N cbo daya to by our Kranach lAcraaaoa. UoBiwhUc wo art 
not aidy rawna oddltloflaJi'oreoa of varlMa awt alaa 
addiniu ag aaaUy aa wacoittoouf oqu^Bontand fkfcttoi 
tntntm>Jat Cha praoaoi wa bovo lo pt «ueb 9 ihfi 
npdaiaucoflalfroB abroad and wo iraMAtao. But, rail 
iBon|a can only cq 0 m fron our Mnufacturlnf and 
produclM ill chit oqulpBawt la our own couacry. 

II. It & of Cbo hkhoac iapertaaeo, clurofort, chat t 
■flOttf aeturo of BuaiaoM aafi ochor war Bicorial ahould w, 
ipoodod up ac rapidly ai poaoi bio. Ac cbo MBO tiJM wa ihaU 
ooaciauo trylag le pc nicb uicortal oa wa roquiro aad u ic 
avalkblo fm abroad. Ibort la a lUpt doapr of cbo taape 
of our work fradually bocoBliti alowtf bocauaa ^ otrito* 
iio« of day to day flpclai may not bo tboro CO boiop up chi 
aoaao of urpaey. Wo hova co p^ aplnac It boctuao cba 
daapr cbai cbrootona uo la wa of today or coaerrow. but 
will loat a cMaidorabio taa, whothor tboro la actual 
filhilni or not We eaa afford to taka ac moro riaka for cba 
futuro. 




FWP 


II, What woro tho ewdm choc drovo tbo Cbinua to 
atcoek ua in ■ bl| way? To loy that cbla wu juat a doairo to 
oapad choir torrltorloi or to roko poaiOMlon of tba arou 
th^ claiowd la not wholly an odoquato anawor. cboup 
tboro la foaachinf in li. Countrioa do not taka aucb oedoo 
in^vlna daaproua ceaaoquoocoa without a Buch PopB 
rooaon. Tbo wcrld today la In a itaca of cold war botwoon 
tbo two Boier bloca of aorioAi lad, roepoctlvoly. by cbo 
lovloc Union aad the Unittd Statoa of Xttorka, both of 
whkb art nucloor powoc a . with a trasoadoua apodty for 
doatructlon. A cortain balanco of torrer bu boon atruck up 
bo twain thorn which oiordaoe a roatrainlag lafluanco. but 
which ako brinti cbo otor praaant daopr of a daUborato 
Boeoor an aodooni which adpt hdni nuclotr'wuaad tha 
ulcimato cataatropbe. Batwoon cbou two bloca; ^oro bfoor 
on both aidot rtaultiiii In an otcompt at caottnuoua armloi 
wlib tho ktow woapu of bob doa tfiic tloa..Thora art aloe 
knamptf bolnt made at aomo approach to a ptcoful 
aettkBont of eho probkmi that faeo thaa. Rocaotly. wa 
cask vary noar to a nudoar war ovor Cuba. It ihaotc 
MiBod for a fow daya that ac any BOBoat cbo Mask and 
bydropa bomba Bipi icortburmaakwloua porta of tho 
world Mopia doata ond doaffucM to BlDliw or tvoa 
porboM buadroda of mUliona Portunacdy. dun erida 
paaood baeauao both cho Baicrpartka conaonod waatad to 
avoid ouch a war. Evtr riiico dwn cbora bu bon a cortain 
ralaxadn of tonaloa, chouah due k not very Croat yoc. BHll 
it li Boticoibki and for too fine ciao la maay yoan ^ 
hopoa of poopk aro rrdrin^. 

2C. Boddu choao two najar Moca «f boovtiy BBod 
pewara ^ora aro a nuabor, aad a frowin auabar of 
oouAtrka, waak la mod pow ar but atUl **trT(Tfni toma 
influonco in favour of ooaco. Porbap ihoy caaaec by 
thoBMlvaa naka tbo ajdatto dodakn la favour of pooao. 
Sue they can and ebay bava ia tha paac aado iuac chac link 
dlfforoaco vddeb provoata a war fra« broakMC out. Tim 
have biaoBi cymbola, la mcm oaioat. of poocaful n 
aalitanco aad taolr piley of BoaallpJMBC co ailUtiiy 
blou hPBidually boon approdotod moro aad moro avn 
by tho mi Both cba Viiitod Itatu of ABOrko and tho 
Bovlat Union havo approdatod chli policy of oowllpaMic 
and poocoful eokaUtonco ovoa cheup M caoaot a^ it 
for CMouolvoi bocauu of choir foor of oocn ochor. Aad yot. 
iMVttably almoat, tho world movoe toworda poocoful aa- 
II 


21 WWk tom _ 

Bty tUikjM bduvt Ubo ewBOum & k dkt 

MC eoworloi BiovlySLnd MudlucbokodmiSr 
M m bkeoi do net want a wor aad w^ wdcoao MBO 

Hw bonpr for dtoamaBont k 

21. But tothia dmirc^ pooco aad coniatonco thora it 
OBO Bijor a ae i Pci a iL lad cbac k Chiaa. China boa rap^« 
acod CM doctma of poauful cwoatacoaco ovoa chmp 
waamiBM k ropwu it le bolkm ia dm iMvlcablUty of 
war and. fhonnro. den DM want thd loRakoa in tho wm 
p I Win. It dkllkoa aonkUiaamc and It would Bucb 
rttbw bovt a doar pokriweion of cho dlfforant ceuntrioi in 
cbo wadd. k ic wc vraid ovn of a nucloor war bocauM M le 
la oftn add, they caa afford to loaa a fow hund^ allUon 
pink aad yt bavo oaouib nuBbori kft. 

23. locauao of ^ dlfforaaea of agplon. chart k a wido 

^ ^twn a cha Bovkt Gain and Chiu, evon 
dma cbM an BUUarr alUw. Thay condoau Mtiorly ooeb 
oeb^ pelkki. li k obvkoudy of U|h Imporcanca to cbo 
•• CO bow far tbli fW hu pno and whoebar 
uitiaaiily it will mule in a eamploto braak. Ivary chaacol* 
kry in cha world k dooply Intomtod in thii and trki to 
find out wbac cba aaact roktkndiip of cbo two iint 
fiouacrioi li. Uttarlv. chk innor cenfUoc hu coeu out Into 
tbo opn tod cbora hu bon aucb public cunint of aach 
oebar. 

24. Chiaa, far all in baUlpmcy and cha proaraw It hai 
modo In tha pa« daan yoan, ii Kill tv ana larp an 
oodovolopod country and durina cho lut throa yoan or lo, 
bu bod bod harvtm. Tbie oat woakonod It iroatly 
althouih lu war opparatui may for cho prownc bo falrV 
Rm|. It mlioaa. bowovor. that itroruRh comw from 
laduMriol PvotopBOOi aad thli li a dirfieuK and ilow 
procoaa. Howovor hard li may work, it rtqulru • trail doal 
of aid fraw ounido. Tbo only country from whlchlt can pt 
Mbocondal aid ii tha Bovkt Uai^ to waa OKttni Jw 
from tha But Burepoaa coouaunlit eountriu. Ruuii*i 
•oftnlnt down. In lea oplAloa, in rtroluHonary ardour and 
In tUnloQt ^poaco and poacoful eo^ckeonca. mora and 
mora anaeya China iroacly. Thli k ponly bocauaa of choir 
IdoolotkaT dlfforoacoi, partly alw bocouio ebk Uadi 
Rowla to blip Indio and llko couar^ in choir iaduitrlal 
dovokmne. To that o«int RumIo canaot holp China, and 
I ndood bociuw of tdoolojical differencei, it ui itoppp 
bolpteg it ae.alJ and hw wlibdnwn all lu tochnkiani and 
oaprtv from China. Many of tho factoriu built with 
Riiwlon bolp new Uo doowtod lo China. 

25. It wu poikble for China to fell into lint with Ruiiian 
thinking endprownc policy, end thui porbapi ut mora aid. 
But they are too proud to do chk and cralcM too much in 
tho old rov^utkeory tradidon to accept dofoat in tbk 
manor. Wbai oko tbon could they do? The other courw vroi 
CO htighron conakei la tbo world and to make non* 
alk u BOBi and pao c ofalx^oalitoBco moro and more diffi- 
can to Bwlatam. Tbk ww a direct awouli on Rulelan 
poUcy. Ii can oak bo Indulged in if they domooecroto chat 
tbwa ww no twa thkii « mal nott<oUpBoot by broal^ 
tboao coutttrki whip praedw ki and thue by incMiliii cho 
poia f tweka of cbo world. India wu wld to ba cbo dikf 
nooalli&od.ooumry in cbo wortd, and a country ythkk 

^sisdz:tst£ssf£?xS!S!:£ 

drivtn Into cba ochir euip of cha waacom pewara. that 

SfiSaiS^SStlSKL^STtS.'lSi 

ww would ba at iu ftaraam aad Rcuali would ba rewpaflgd 
thM B bole CUaa » a buA pottor digroo asd to 
withdraw bdp fnan cho nattau am did noe kdi Witt k 
kcily k cbo gold ww. 

Ibk bod alp cM Mvgntip of frl^taning many of 
tmallor and CM Ar aounmw. CbiM^ pwiCMn would 
g bi c i B O muob cragar In Aaia and Iw pUay would 
a trlumbod in cba ciBBuaHt work, mma^ todk 
to b# amt with ia furtkoriMa of lu widae policy and 
buBllktod and farcod akbor Into foMni tha wanon Mm 
« kta Mbmlrttno to CblM. Ibli lubnileilm doM naCBOU 
pluraieal doBlnatko but Boro of a Boual lurrondor. 

V. If Chk roaewte k cormc. than ladu bp^ ^ 
■tuBbUf»bk£toaMinchorurthoraBM« kfivMir 
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ww my harahil » tbt Anb cotaoBl«»*M wu u vh&t 


aoMUn»4 eoMrte t»4 1m wm aiudmi that tba raal 
ohjac^ of Chiu ibouM ba ayimdaMd by tbua mbu 
tMnaHgw»1 cpuBtrtaa. Ba ninniiil to tia. thoR, asd thii 
wu van MHy in ffnrmbaf Sat, that wo dioukl approach 
choAnoaodotharcouBtrioi aod dlKuac thii aipoct of 
mMu with thUL ao that thoy Might not bo lod away by 






II. (1 thah thara la a mat daal of truth ia what tha 
partiaiUr Uodar of tba Eaat BuropatB couacry and tha 
Arab laadar laid to aa.) Tha oituattea ii of eoaraa a aora 
coaplkatad oaa and cannot aaaihr bo axplatoad by looidna 
NM vipUn of it iui 1 do thinh that bamUy thJa 
ii a aonaci ou. Thte toad* ui to coatfdw what aur 





aQ aw moftk wa ha«a to adhara to aon aliuaai 
and wa haaa not to pat luada aad Chiu in tha 
baArt, That waaid ba imar fatty and would ba playii 
ChhM*i handi htii m mu flvtiii op UMUinaMot wo 
faOini iato om Chtoa trao coMwotob. 


Nthru and fhr ,naw V B^ChCraa (Mn ftlUu UtodMChlu aucmAatab 

r/i/tMf /iwiflf in § forward afM in WA in Dncmnbm IMI ^ ^ wMpwwy. 


policy. Tba raaiovai of India aa a p owar whJdi baa 
uifluancad ooUciaa and which haa bacaiu aa obataala in 




uifluancad poUciaa and which haa bacaiu aa abataala in 
tha way of China bacooUai a mat poww, bacMa tha 
pHauiry objactiva of Chinaoa poUqr and tha ctUaiaadon af 
nonallMmani bacama particularly impartaai fraa Chiu^a 
flawpoint. China waatad to ihow that lavlat poUqr wia 
wrong I! ihla could ba doaonitritad than tha aa—uatit 
couotriac andthoN (hat foUowad thaw would row r^und to 
tha Chinaaa point of vlaw and i haiwony of that bloc 
would ba cruiad. At tha aaaa tisM. tha Aaian and African 
counirtai would hava to chooao om way or tita athw. Uanj 
of than would bo frightonad of China. la thk ftata « 
nffaln. China would gat such sara hob tnm tha ievlai 
aad aiUad councriaa and bar toduaivliilMtlaa wauld prw 
caad inora rapidly. If war comoA wtD aad good. If It dow 
not coma, tha itrangth af tba rosnnmtat and aUlad bloc 
would grow ind thwa would bo latw dapwtdaica of ioflat 
Union and China. 

21. Thli analyali of courao ic a Usitad ooa. Thm ara 
othar factors whidh rrorb toe. Tha lataru) diffteultiaa la 
China hara sada It sera mb and adrsKurlct and tha 
anrasa alaaaata in tba garonnwoi ^wa hava takan 
coatroJ. Tbay aaa that anlaw aom PKh action la lahn and 
Chini'i iaduttriai pro^oaa apaadadup vary yaatiyi It will 
waahan and tha pact of prograaa wfll alow down. Tha only 
way, tharofora, to pravwu uiii la to craata a dnstioc in 
whiu tha govlw would ba foread to com to CUw'a ha^ 
la ordw to do thia, India appaa^ to ba cbo aifm taiBW for 
tho praiaat. 

21. In tbo world today tea la tticraaiHg raaUwtion te 
nudoar war ia a t—andoui tism to hisiaHity and that 
wiyi ahould ba found of rmotlng thla tiwaat and divwting 


aaitwna 

12. Thla anoMa of tha iltuatioe la 

chi iiaatsupt sada b» tha Uniiadlw 


B a wa aom dtff wanm ^ ipp r aa ch . Bran according to 
lattw, tiM attack of IndlOi pi^ ct laact. ia a vtcin— 
—bU at Kteuahcharh pealiloa. China waa. af eoum. 
Irrltatad M Sm not filling ia Udb with hw «wai ia stay 
wm. That wwa nw at aur ittituda tawarda Tlbat, to our 
gmng amuB to 0alil Usa and otharA la our atroog 
anhuda u ragwd to our frontlw and gwMtiOy to our 
oppa ai ng sinr of caatwttiou advancad by Quna. Tba 
actual —a if tha attack cist aftw thara waa com rallif 
fras tba van dkflicah faad oodtioa In China. China hS 


human raaouraao and aoarglaa to Bora cha» 

nolo. China olotM haa raJactad chti thaary and chiah whnla 

asphaali U on war and rlelanca asd on brlaglag about 
chMgac by ravolutionaiy saoM Inrliiilhn. If aacaww7» a 
nudav wv. Gradually CItiM kaa aawi tiSi thla la npite 
te Uhaly and a wnaa af fniaintiai haa B3id bar. Tla faea 
of cauamaa Uha IndU ranarii^ awl datephs by ote 
owani la a chaflsiga to ur and tis wtos to atip » tmd. 
Thn bwdw dlcnoto with India, hoaom cho 

anach an liSSaw part of a lamMlM&fs^UBillas 
India and bring praaaura on tha Bote Umn and maaa 
d ltcw f i in i ii g tha nnn il ign ai a — Bftaa, wid te waahwi 
tho sara ftnm la tha Bate Unfon Isalf. Tha 


from tha my dtftlcah food poaltion In China. China had 
boood te m Cowiswids Barty in India would wpport It 
SMi ate tandanriw would woakan India. For torn pmn 
paw. te hid WTltnn af India aa 4 backward and raaction* 
wy cwtey, on tha IspariaUrtpowan. Chlna'a 

diapota with tha Bote Union vranargaly ma to tha Bote 
UmM*i dtffarwit coaeopt of India. 

SS. la tea of aom aady slUcary lucc aatiA China waa 
groatb diaappdatnd at tha roactlco in India to is agfrao' 

deo. Initm of woakontas India boeam soro unititi and 
ttroonw. Tha Cowmuniar Fwiy, for rartoua tnaaonA ildad 
vtiwlv with Indian natioDalias and coadasood tba 
ftiiiiiii agmwlqp aad Kuwla eoatlnuad ita broadPolky 
tow if di iMln. Ina *ndian Coasunlat Faity, In Cniiim 
tyaa. bncam alao raactiooiry. laatoad of wusblioB down 
btea (hi Chtnaaa attack aodpraparliigM accopt ahnott 
ay twBi dw China say lay down. India though* k* mm 
cf a 1 ^ sructe ^ ■ Ite cuBpaIgn. aad of no aubtealM. 
wbatoTw dM coat AU Ala want agalnat Chinaaa thlaic^ 
aid atktpiatiooa. Thay wnra not praparad and did not 
tend a mtlawiMly Wog campte. Ihoy had poeuUar 

iHfftniltiw CO faea boeauM of Aa dwaoca of tba acaaa of 
netia from China. All auppUai had to coma from two vi 
Ara thmaand sika and mn thouaand of thaoa had to 
com by read. Frnvioualy. ch« bad iiockad op and accuinu* 

latod MppUci A nbat for tS«^ inVacioa of India. It wai 
anote sattw fw thas » hava to faoa titii guoation of 
iwppUw cwulnuoualy. Thii was porhopi ono oaaon why 
SStSi chair caaaoflro aad wlAdrawai. 

M.51uwia 


chair caaaoflro and 


iwai. 


14. If "irtfU waa tha sain obloet of ottoelc by China, tha 
Aay haro failad cawplataly. T6a Bote Uaion baa bacom 
PTM mart taACblu tha It waa and tha oAw conunuaiat 
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MMUtlMIM 


i iig tM W . ^ou^b tb«y bA?t tro to dw ta twy 
w. TUi, bowi^Tif. MkM th4t tMr Ktt^ vilut to ibt 
imt ibiy Miuco 00 ote Aooft aad Alricu couacrioo 
36 .1 bm Ui4 MroM oe tbt nocMMty d ow MnoftlMoiBg 
oonohoa ia Ofwy wiy to aoot ,tUt w»ca Cktao, 
wbitfw dovolopMK* cbo Mor fyiwo brtti obeot 
lUi auit bo mr Am oad coodnoiaft polwf > Wo tkiU« of 
coono. |ot OMh BUitary bordwwt ooa o^tf^Boat Iroa oar 


frioada abroad u wo coo. But it aoii bt roaoaborod 
•hroyi that tbo rool itroofib of • oadOB dooo aei doMod oa 

C : or looB of am froa abroad but oa in own proa acti a a . 

fact, li ia tbt Kba uidanrtai capacity ti a caoBCry chat 
aakao it itrood* TharafariL li bocoaa of ibo atao« 
iaporaoea f w to otraacnwa ow iaduttrial taaa. aora 
pneultfly whb a ?la« to ^ producOoa of aibtan 
oqvipaaot. Ualoa wo do thia, wa obdl raaaiB woak aao 
dapaadaot on otbait. Ibat indad wai tba book puipoaa of 
tba Piva>Yaar PUbl Wlnla tbooo niiaa aty «daio toat 
wlatioQa» tba aartnltural aad laduaoial idtaaca eoaM» 
pliiad by tbaa ua lo ba aada |Md. 

37. Afi ablt Britiah aeoeoaiat aid cba oibar day tba 
aiUtary aad Uka p t a u tfatkoa ropraamad tba ap of u 
ic^ari which oh ^i aoovt wtnr. tba raal and bio^ pvn 
of tbo iabart io undar watar. Tbai rapaanan 
IsdBitTial and ioiculturai baaa. Ualoa that mt n Knoc 
tbatopiiDotatibia. WahavailwaytaraaMabarddaBH 
hafld up a atrood baaa. 

9. Balow avan that moi todaarial aad a^Mtail 
baaa k tha poaal aoralt of on eeuatry wbkb lo abaahaa 
hr foaotiaC I thiob wa caa aay wUh ^ff**^*^ that m 


ly foaouai. i thuh wa caa oaf with coqMmatBat cha 
■Biatil aaorala ilia Tory i^Aapt aad wa caa. iba o fu ra , 
Ia9 tba fatura with cosidanca. 

' 33. Soma erfcla of oar polky wtac oi to 9 
Bopaliffmot aad dafudtaly waat oo m iaia cba wmtmt 
nditary bloc, Aua dapaad^ ccnplaiaty vpaa it for av* 
ZnaKa. That would m caoipiacahr wtm aad bar«N» 
boib f roB dn paint of viaw of dn aaaMi 9 ?aa ibova tad 
bacaua that would croata a oaaaa of dapaadnea ia tba 


counov aad waakta it 
40. 1 ha*a hbuady wHoaa a van laqa lactw ta you, 
altbouihBuca raaBiutobt iMd. iabubHifly rafv b 
I nd^PiklitaD problaan, notably KaabBtr. bi aaedBr fa« 
daya* cIm dinar Sworaa Bioa win kad a dafaaadai B 
Riinlp&al to dianut tbaaa pcoUaaa. Wo r^lko te ddi 
knot ifood tina to h«va aueb a caofamcabacnaa tba 
Poiaiaa proB aad laadilad poUtkiana hava i lUai ad iba 
atnoipbara by wild abun ad aaacka oa bdk. Ntfaftba 
laia. wa bava laraad to pa tad to cn aar baat to arrtvt at 
aoae raaaonawa aacdaBant It ia clav. howaw. that «u 
ctaaoc iffoa to anythini artddi k ajriaai ov haak 
piadplaa aad ultuutaly ifl|voa ibe oaaB of lad» 
raldiM Maaddi^. 


41. Tba kaw Yatr k ahaaat upon aa. Aa far aa wa can bo. 
it wiU brlaa may dkffknltka and troobtoa to ua. Yac. I hfva 
a f aaliu Of caafidaaca aad a baliaf that wa ibatt aurviTt aH 
dm mfficidtiaa ad bacoBa acoadv hi tba ad. That 
faalhn k baaad not on aOB Bora wkbful ddiBat and 
aadawnt but M u aecaaM at adavaaalyakbf ooown 
couoy lad of dw wortd ■maciM. UlriiaaBlyi b not* oa 
my faub k tba India paaala. 

0.1 Had you w |ooS|!Sm bw tte Haw Yaa and t 


0.1 Had you w food iBkaa bw tte Haw Van and t 
boM that durtai Si yor wa tbpll wort hnrC an Bfote, 
aai Bova ww ir da tba rwfkida of tba aa4 

IdaakiH ahaat 


Here’s 

Amul Milk 

for your 
family 



.Pul 2i haapif tablaapoona of Amul Mdk ^owdiw Into a 
|•Hlla lumblar. Sdr Into a amooih pant wWi a link 
won wMar.Add hot wator up to lop and lUf.Milkla 
now raadv for drinkkp. Good for om in taaand eoffoo, 
and for maUrig cwda and daaMrti. Makai you thankful 
for Ik eonronknca. Ouarantaad pun. 


Amul 

MILK POWDER 
h's Itka hovii^ 
odoiry in 
your home 



Jpwibar. 


< Marhaiad hr / 

Oukrai Co'opiratfvo Milk Marhatlnp \ 
Padaradon Ud.. Anind. 7 

































"I could have made 
hundred on this pitch 




IAN BOTHAM reports on the Delhi Test 


gga 0A« tc 6t«r Vi*hw»n»tb'9 hti Mid c 
tud «*ti om far kk 

mcMd the bouneanr. 




C tahitmat U ■ tia* whaa ode 

lilm to bt M bona—tddi jb 
foBiljr «pd cWm f deodt. But. 
la E^nd Test orldtow^ 
Ufo U Mch thtt ihh lusufy is 
iDoviabIr daoted to hlJk Yot, u 
VIA «*• Kdod 10 Moko roconpoMO 

tna irDTTOvtw on tmottpbm boAniaf 
tbo occMtoo la P-BjUnA fiom* of dw 
wt«M hod }otiiod iw bofaro tho dUrd 
Tom. md wiib shm of (bom oedae » 
Bako>up trtlfti, wo Modod o foacjr 
drtM pony on Chrittnuu doy^^my 
baro** Wd 9 tbo tbomo. Thoro wn 
■ueb ipo^utotloa that Gooffroj 
Bo j w w n vooJd turn op u bimoolf, but 
lo octuol fact poood oa RaDjitstnUi. 
Bob WUUa aa Mri Candhi wot aulta 
hUtrloua ai wot Coolf Cook aa Bvtio 
Wocvt«r. Bwt tbo award havinc baoo 
premeditated, ix vaa 1 vbo u»k the 
prtia for appoarta| aa G«^ Boycott' 
Sadly aoou^ thou|h> ihii lao^tar 
and marr^moot waa ool tranalatoo iaio 
(ha pi ucaadlafi of eba DelbJ Tavt. 
whicii turuod ou( to bo aa drab ai tba 
ODO at Ban|alora» Uart&i led^ atiU 
ona up lA (be lariai with uioa to play. 
Uoroeear. da waa procadod by a 
bU «f coo (rove ray retarding the aul^ 
Klrudoo of one of tbo umnroa. Tfaia 
waa a dadaion takon by tbo captain 
and (ba aana^» and It waa not ubcU 
ilM ob)ocdon nad baoa made public 
that ibo raat <d ua kneiv aboul it Bui 
lot BO odd tbo( wo oU oodoraod tbo 
wo aa wo Ml tbtt it waa for (be good 
of tbo gasa. IB otf aaaoaamoni Swirap 

Kimhmn thm Mg blobi il 000 Of tb# 
ban UBpiraa wo boro aooo Is Mi^ 
a^ ao, imr not lot bin do ^ Toao. B 
only Bakoa aeBae. 

Asybow, eoniag (0 tba aiatcb ha^^, 
II w«a a ««ry flat Back; and tf a^ 
iblsg» h BM oaaior aa w oncoaMor 
progreiMd. NaturtDy. oe a wkfcot Uko 
tbia wa ware driightod to win tba tiMa» 
but wa coaldo*! advanco vary Iw fn 
facdsg a win. Grebam Gnedt wm 
brflUaody caught by Kapil whoo w^ 
aet D owae e r. Gotaf Boycott get « 
kuiriM. Asd BM oaly.dtat—ha waffi 
paat C«y Bobora'reom of tba 
Bumbar of nata la Taat cridcot Aa 1 
hare aald b^ora. Gooff lim ert^' 
M, We tocaUy dodkawd lo (faa gaiii*, 
gad coaaidMW Ua aga, he m «• 
naailingly fit, mA it boro oat by Ua 
CQBfiottcredoii at tba wkkot Bo bu 
imbgd vary hard, playod in Boro dwa 
a biadrod Tam oror 4 ipea «l BOany 
20 yaara. and ba hai get Ua mt 
roward. I am r^y ham ter bta. 


od 10 aaka rocompaeaa 
e an tmoepbm boflnlai 
la FojtB rtd of tba 












V 


Ib «t M tlM. Hi M 

•loudflB ite ^ h u ymj mm t» b€ 
U 0 »m^ utd fit out quickly.»ladr* 
•d omnteoo M bo «M ^lyiaa fv kis 
podtiMUM ho «iU pfoood (hot ho ii • 
uorld cftoi ployor. Hit iniiMp wio 
roftliy fouhtett. It ku booe nMotcod 
tbit Quio ood Gooff ilowod dowo tbo 
,rvt mo. iut, quitoioport frca tbo foct 
(hit (ho fomer fot hio nisi nucb 
aoro ipoodily tbos «t oitbor Bonboy 
or Isoitlofo, (bo ovor mo ol 12 por 
hoar by (bo tndiom wboa two ipisaon 
woro iof makm U oapty eioir wbot 
tbo proolooi woo oU oboui. And to 
oudSMt (bet (boro wmi alwoyi« sofo* 
(too floU. U foci, wboo tbo \aht 
bottaas wost la. (hot ii Flotibor. 
.Gotdoq osd ayooU, so onoapt woo 
modo toQor uo out, ladood, tbo isdios 
policy oppoorod to bo aoc n looo. 
rlolchor ciBO in ot tbo foil of 
loycoR't orkkei aad ployod vory woU. 
Kt hoi loobod in tood lotteb throt^* 
out tbit tour yot tbo bi§ iniiim ut 
oludod taioi, n tbo fact that fit pot 
WM nuii ¥rOi i bin booot to bin wd 
(ho root of tbo oio^ tinco bo it tbo 
coptoin. Koitb. loforbor with Chrb. 
found tbo papo vory effoctivoiy ood 
wbos I wolkod In tbo Hold woo olraody 
woU tcoRorod. 

I could hovo oo< 0 buadrod os o 
pitch Uko 000 at DolhJ if 1 hod tbo 
tino* But I ofliorod tbo acono ot o pout 
wbM wo no od od quick rau la onUrio 
moko India bar at oorly aa potaibls. 
Aid it bolnf tbo Ian 45 BiiAutot of tbo 
Mcood day, tbo bowlon woro oi' 
bouAtod, and 1 tboupht that If I could 
for aoytbiop Uko a bot to tbo boll I 
would door tbo uoimd, doopiit tbo 
(iokdoro boiop plOCod hpbt OS tbo 
fonco. It wa» a Int of a ponble. but it 
workod What tbo tooot boikaDy ro* 
quirod wm a rapid M, aad that bolap 
tbo ciM. 1 couldn’t compUo a tbroo 
fipuro knock. In tbo evoat, tbo 661 pot 
wat quite MtMoctory. X foit a lictlo 
tony for ftovl, who wot bit for thoto 
daoo. Ho it vory youop and lockinp in 
oooriooco and tntb DiUp Poohi in tbo 
MO. tboro was ahran tbo caao for 
iatrodociw btu Into tbo attack at diat 

C eturo. AUp ii a taatoatd nrirrraar 
proator voriocy and coatr^ aad 
■ipbt have dose a betier ^ under 
tbe drcuBitascot. mduately, Mad an 
Lai picked up five widcott* Im he pot 
uoA of bia victiat while we were 
tloMinpi and ao, I wouldn’t ittaeb o lot 
of kBportasco to chk f oot. Om all. we 
woro tlipbtly behind tebodolo but tbe 
More of 476 for niao wat a protty pood 


W ban India butted. Srikeot wat in 
for only a couplo of ovora. Tbit 
BOW ladUn opener, aa ovoryoM 
bsowt, bat psi tone nist aiaJatc ua la 
plaer pUDOi and alao a half caocury at 
faapa&ro. Wbaa be cowaa off. bo 
iavmbly aau India off to a fUar. But 

a fMi na ti aoiap 10 do that I das^ 
. BuBay, m coum. wat la poad 
lam. Hi ployod vory woU OBd vai 


How to demolish 
boring bricket 


O ne of tbo ailawsta affUctinp 
world oicket today h that el 
ippalUai over roieo: too few evert 
tro bowled in an bout. ladttJ. if 
crkkai lovtra elion find the pam 
dull and boring tbe mtip roetoa it 
tbo fewer overs bdap bowled by 
Test sidet boi^m. Am if t not an 
Indie or En^aad problaoi. but a 
wor l dwide pbenoaenon. 

The West fadies, perhaps, have 
loaie aacuse for btmlinp around 
twelve oven per hour; thn operate 
with four fan bowlers. aO of then 
genuino qukh end neodinp Mnp 
run ups. But tbe other tides bate no 
such alibi Indeed, a siape has been 
foacbod whore the latemational 
Cridm Coftforeoco au« transcend 
(be phase of discussion and intro¬ 
duce stiff reguletions in order to 
.provide • fair deal to spectators, 
«Ao. after all. art the chid potroos 
of (be eane. 


Last tvmwm, when Australia 
caoM to Bailaod, tbe cost aad coun* 
ty cricket ooord proposed to tbe 
visnors that o BiiuBum ef buadrod 
Qvors be bowled par day in ibeTesi 
Batches. But struck down by bed 
weather, the Austnllaas could not 
ca^ out i feeiibiUty rontiM in (be 
Initial counn paBes, as had been 
planned, md thus rolected tbe sup- 
pesdon on tbe eve of tbe com* 
atoocoBonr of (be first Test 

Of ceorse, (be OMia consideration 
in respect to a lopisUtloa c on c o ra - 
Inp ovorrotoe is one «d unaaiowwt 
acceptance. In India, for instance, 
because of the early sunset, a sti¬ 
pulation of idy a hundred overs per 
day would siaply not be viable as 
bed woolo ineriiobly stop play 

b^oro tbe tartet was mebM. 6^ 
what (be authorities have to tbiidt 
of in order to Baintaia uniferaity 
•is soBethiap lake IS oven pm hour. 
Am^ peoaltioi should be mpoeed 
for Boo-coofOTBin to (be mU. 

In these days of profetstonalisca, 
tbe only thl^ that will hurt is 
finaadaJ censure. Aa apre^ suo^ 
bipb sooupb to BBke an iinpect— 
should be Bide pmble tv tbe 
erTM erkkot bonro to tbe ICC, 
which caa Mt ^ a fund frm this 
money and wtiliae it for tbe de- 
velojwenc of the pane all over tbe 
world. Tbe boards would tbea have 
a responsibility to aniorce 
disciplioe on 
cbeir olayors. 
and, pus on tbe 
piach to ibe 
players, who 
would thereby 
bo ovoB More 

conicieatlous 
•bout Ipiidhip 
up (bo ovorrato. 






Fifty yoars ipo Dob BradBao pot 
|00 ia a day at Uondinpley. Bui if 
you look at tbo tikm on tbo Batch, 
you’ll find that throuphout that day 
tbs Enpland captain kept an attack* 
lap fiwd Bor s oftoa tbaa not a 
dQy Bidoff a^ silly taldon. 01 
couraa, it poet without taybip that 
Bradiaan u the ^ecut batraua 
wo have over wan. but bociusa of 
the perpetual appraaslvc fiald IM* 
dnp in hi$ tiaw, runs were teaipara* 
dvMy easy to soim by. and. tnere- 
fore, the tatortolaBont aeted out 
to the crowd ww chat much Bora 
anjoyable. Tbe approach to fietdlnp 
arranfeBaata has undarpona a vir* 
BbI revolution in (be last ten yoars. 
Tba anUrponant of tbs ona-dty 
pOBt bu played a very bnpociaat 
part ia this retbinkiac and several 
of tbe over-limit ideas Mva erkkiisd 
lato tbe five«day aaiBe. Tbeu days. 
If (be situatioa dettands coatala- 
Bant, tbe field settlop is correspoa- 
dlnply defensive. And this balnp 
tbe case, the rua rata has baen 
dwckod considarably. apila to tba 
dUappolntnant ol loUovars of tbe 
sport. Looser auaber of ruas per 
day means diminished entortala- 
Beat, and tbos aa odditional reason 
for boredom. If wickets are not 
falUnp at the samo time, and ihare 
Is no nope of a positive resuh. 

The truA of tbe matter is that u 
lonp u Test Batches end la a 
deosion, the press and the public 
land to ipnora tbe overrate. In IdtO, 
when the West Indians came to 
Enplond, and wbaa four of five 
Tests were drawn, there wu quite a 
furore about the lounscs’ overrate. 
But last season, with tbe Asbes 
contest providinp such a ftsebtat- 
iap series, how many overs wa 
bowled per hour or per day paled 
into umpaificance. 

In Delhi, with the Indians bowl-* 
inp 12 overs per hour, it would have 
been fooi^ for us to oblm them 
by sendinp down 16, which we 
cmd have done quits easily. But 

e « Indian attitude beinp so nepa-. 

V*. it would have been a gift to 
shea to bowl four overt more per 
bow. It is sometimes said that Tony 
Ckeip and aucceedinp En^and cap¬ 
tains have perpetrated the defen¬ 
sive approach that shrouds tbe 
name today. But let me emphasise 
out what these men hove 

done is to make 
the concept of 
field setting 
more realistic. 
When it comes 
to the dow ove^ 
rates, every¬ 
body li to 
hlama._ 
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CARES FOR YOU • GOA CARES FOR YOU • GDA CARES FOR YOU 




•••( m«diein«t v tfiptntlvtrWlth ODA 9v and raatifoh. 





QDA CARis Fon you • oda cams pon you • oda CAMt non 

6DI1 cares for you 


Ivar alnet Indapandanca. whan tK« Company waa firat 
aatatliahad. *Ca^’ haa baan'WA'a prlma eonea^n, 

^oof of »ta *C«ra* llaa <n ha rnany pignaarlng oehiavamanta. 

W^th .Jfftaaihw faaaarch and davalepmant, 

ODA hava fad tha introduction of Aaraaaramaf in India 
and aiao drought out tha rnoat affactiva 
JUtthtyb^ytsr drug in tha country. 

Staadlly but aignificantky. ODA CKamicala Umitad Koa 
widanad i^a product ronga with utmoat eara whila maintaining 

a ataady growth in production. 

Today. ODA Chamieaia Limitad ia poiaad for an axpanaion 
prograrnma In kaaping with tha highaat atandarda aat for 
tha indiganoua manufaetura of rr>uch*naodad pharmaeauticai produata. 
Vat tha eemmitmant for 'Cara' la atUf our primary oonoarn 

—0C4 aarat ^ yav. 


ODA CARES POR YOU a 


6. D R. Chemicals lib. 

» PANOITIA kOAO. C/^CUTTA.?0Q02» PHONl: 479111. 

Dfd/cf fatf tarWea lo th$ naf/on iMc# /ndfpandanaa 

a QOA CARES FOR YOU • ODA CARES FOR YOU 


M 


GOA CARES FOR YOU a GOA CARES FOR YOU a GOA CAKS FOB YOU a GDA CAKS FOR YOU 



•04 tfM telMl WH sort bis mdlt 
CU ns •mr ob th* ptn ol Iqw. 
M WM leoktei 10 pM It ino ib« 
Cptm boc foe u tdi*, aa 4 Bob 
Twlor took 4 BKirtlloui uicb. 
rlihypioAiftB woo tbo boM I bovo 


OOOB bHB plop. 1 bOTO OOOQ bin lot 0 
couplo of ftoodroOi but tblo ooo our* 
poMod bio provtoui offom. Ho 
rooUp took cho UBO imo our torrltorp, 
•0 it worOi puyiai ooow doUoluful 
oboco. Ho li von bord to bowl eowboo 
ifl lood oUk. booouoo ho iaprovlooo 
ooMidonhlp iBd worho tto boll owop 
boouctf uUy OB both ildoo d tbo wlckot 
Ab4 tbo htt that bo ewto lo woll lo 
•Iwon 0 pJuo poiai for bia. It woo i 
tlMQr iOBlAii lor hka, oad lot M put 
II cbif wipt wo would bovo booo hoppp 
M bo HOC pU^ it Vi^'l ovoruo 
iB Tooto if aooriy 9Q, tod ooyoBO wSo 
boo oa ivonio oi hki|h u tbot boo oet 
tt bo i vory peed plovor. W» juM tfiot 
bo ww toapororlly fn tbo doldruau» 
Mt it wbi wlM 00 tbo pm of tbo 
oilocton eo porotvoto wlu hJat 
Vlihp cono ko or tbo ItU of Vooioor- 
kor'o wkckot^ dkomkMo] which, itm 
told, lod CO loBM diiiffoctlofl in tho 
Indio A comp, fno lily, 1 ooo oo couoo 
for unhopplnow u tkooo of uo who 
woro cJooo to chi wickoi ynro ebor* 
ouphly coAvkncod tbot tho boU took 
tho kniidt odfo, wont on eo iM podi 
ond thoQ roMundod to FlocdMr ot 
oUly point who took on cjEctUont dk< 
vino citch. Th#ro*i no roooon to harp 
on unpirknp miicobof. Wo couJd bovo 
coaploinod about Cowor*! loj boforo. 
but wt didn’t. Of couroo. poo^o mifhT 
Miy that w« roiood o buo ond cry ot 
Bombay But than, onyono who wotcb* 
•d that Toot will ifToo cbic vn hod a 

K muint priovonce m tbo firot laniAp 
owovur. oil that if bahknd uo ud wo 
foal that than io no noad to raioa a 
MM and donee any mon. 

Cotniniback to the Indian venture, 
Saodoop ratiJ provided oood oupport 
to VUhy. Tbif chunJcily^ilt pUyvr 
baifl't quite oado it in tbia Mrlao. Ho 
lot choco 3(kodd rum and hit a couple 
d liaao In the procooa, but ha if yet to 
liva up to hit raputatloQ. Ho nvit be a 
pood biiiawa. boeauoo uivom who 
can pot eba Buaibor of rum m ocorod 
In AuftraUa, and apalnat UlUa and 
root, nufi be havkni ooaio coUbro. Ha 
H» P^hapi, folof chrouih a bod pat^ 
X ibink fOflMthuii la worrytni his: 
•anoihini ocher cam crlcktoc. 

Bur ODCO Fitil wu out, faUowad Ja 
flirty quick lugamalen n iba dopV' 
iiiroo of Xlrti Aasd, KopU Dov and 
VliAWonafb. wo bod a wondorful 
choBci of MferdBi ibt follow oa. And 
hod wi aueaoodofl In detni fo, I bo> 
Uovo wo would hove woo efio noub. 1 

f bo vory loct that wa tutm ae 
I BMUni l&dii bot i|Bin woe a 
in (be cap far our bowlora, 
lan wof BO raol bepa of Btcdfli 
tdB| rtda Into troubU ib a 
like cbo «M at Aa Faroeahib 
rbkb igmgihoni oty aaamlaB 
«B I MO bolpftti mck, wo M 






Cnff Boyevt: UviMt for 


Rowi Shattri: witood tO« tbroo.fifuro 
fsark 


i j. it 









UkaW CO prowurlao India Immonoaly. 

Orceuraa. wo nuac accord full credit 
to Havi and Kirtk for tbo way thw 
ftoorod l&dla out of dangtr tini U 
alwayt eapablo of playknc tiu klrtd of 
icmi«|f ha did. Ha U a |om cutter and 
work! the ball away vary affoetkvely 
off the iofo. Hii hall contuiy wai vory 
well deurvod. Ao for ftavL no k< awk> 
ward to bowl to bocauoe or bio halpht. 
Orherwiot, he hao a limirod rapartoiro 
of itrokai. Ha playo pretty otraiahc but 
by and larft it only attamptini to 
work the boU aw» Bontly on althar 
aide of the wtckac.lf be limea it wall, 
ha ooto a four. If not. ha banko ort 
alnim and ewea. All aald and dona. 
Ravi li quite a maruro Md for hla ape 
and coitakcUy boa the potential of 
baceffilnp an aatabllahod oU^roundar. 
Ho hao a vary pood tooipartskant. And 
I an net ourprlaad tut die attnd 
btrwaon bin and Klrti ww a record 
for tho aiphth wlckat ipaiB« BnpiMd. 
Indfod, a century portnorahip for tho 
ninth wlckat ai wall^in whlu Medan 
Ul played ooma fine ihoto-^u quite 
a feat, and tbla holoiad India to that 
tetol of 4P7. ond porhapo, the paycholo' 

K al oatlafoctlOD of a flrot LDAinpi 
d. In The end. hovlnp ipont in 
ODormout amount of tint at the wkek> 
at, Ravi failed to lat hla hundred. Kt 
ww out for 91, which waa hit cao*tkma, 
•core OB the final day, and quite 
powJbly. the Interval upwt tbo young 
noA'i concentration. 

Wa dropped a couple of cateboa 
when Kirtk and Ravi wort togatlior. 
The one that came to no ww a diffk> 
cult chance, but 1 would taka cueh i 
catch nine rkmw out of ton. Of courw. 
it waaa't a vital lapaa ai India ware 
then pwt the 277 mark, which ww 
'cbelr imnadlata carpet to avoid a 
foUow*on. 

$0, tha Dolhl Ttit came to a prO' 
doiilned conclusion. Thora'i no way 
one can get a decision on a wicket so 
heavily loaded in favour of batsmen. 
Ibe only consolation we obtolnod ww 
in tha area of a ganeral racovory of 
form of our players. Tha batting now 
looks much itrengor and appears to 
have settled down after a shaJey start. I 
would sty wa didn’t have suflldotii 
natch proctico prior to the flrat Taac, 
but have discovered our baariw bow. 
Our bowling, too, looks in poodibapa. 
Both WlUia and Lover bowUsd il^ ot 
Bolhl and Vndorwood gave notUni 
away. As for mysalf. 1 think C am 
Majine w w^ as 1 did in lha Jubilee 
toat-'^ laami te bo tho ywdpclck 
lor my showing In Indio. 1 am certainly 
boning oquolly well, ond it*s Just that i 
bevon't hod too eppercunlb to atrtka 
out a Ug Innlnw. And after throe 
Tww. I m posSEly stlU the hlghoac 
widcot cokor in the sorioa. 
itod like 1 have aald before. BniUnd 

! ort daAAholy Mrongor than India In 
oil dopmBOflts, oseopc tbit tho Utter 
pociooi wider vorttty in spin bowlings 
T indoodi 1 o» itiU pretty ct^dant that 
I ^11 win* tn fact, with tha 

{ panaral UBprevamant in our boning 
I and bowling, tbo tide may alroady bo 
» tumUg. 



Sh« (BhIm C?az« 


MADHU JAIN writes about the bnkh 



puz^ritatls fastca 




oninl 



m 00 aan «u suppoMd 

% A f to Mtr mndor, tbo in- 
\tml f«mou«Rub>](*fcubobao: 
V V OKTO BirriMH will bi 
W W put on thooo dkov rociD 
by tEor bMUttful.multkolourM Bind* 
toMor of a cub*, tbao cha oorobaltl 
rovinf oya. Tba cuba om a now 
diva^B to iba aiar&al thanilai It 
baa alao lad to taaay aora ihusM aad 
Incraaaad tba iataka^f oorva calaara. 

Tba S4>piaca punla of tba ca n na y . 
daiifBod orfisally by aa Huaftriaa 
a^ltoct'tOKbar d tba adtool tot 
coBBordal ardita is Budapaac, Eno 
Rubik, to halp laacb hia uudania, baa 
canainly takM tba Watt by atcra. 
And tb^ cubat art incraaaiAfbr mu- 
facioi iB Mi^Bocbinc novaa laatar 
than on tba childras'i |raptvij». 

Bui, foUowlai cloaaly babiad tba 
Cuba m tba papaback by tba 13'yoar* 
old gauua, ntridc BoMart. wbo eaa do 
tba Cuba to a ainuia and a batf. Tba 
world racord ia cUiatad by Hkbaol 
Muakor wbo takaa 20 aacooda. But 
tban, ha la 16. 

Callad You Cu Do Tbt Cuba, ibii 
alitt paparback pubUafaad by 'PBaouiB 
cbli July, baa bito aalltot battar mao 
iboaa provarbiaJ hot cakaa. Aod tbat*! 
puntof It mildly, lo fact. It ia tba- 
kottaa^faataat aaUtod paparback ctoca 
Lody Cbartariay'y tom, wbkb micbt 
prove an iniareatuu todicacwn d aorta 
that the world ia cbanjini aooawbat 
Tba book baa alraady aolo wall over a 
miLUeA eopie*. 

Booka on the cuba bava, to fact, 
musbroomed on both lidea of tba 
Atlantic. Tbara art over 100 booki 
flaiiatog to give the *ulcuaate sdb* 
tiotL** Soma d dw aolucioiia, bowavar, 
load fuitbef into the U^fiotba d tba 
mtod-«id at ttaaa to fatal daoalr. 


da^lr. 


David Singmaitar'a ffotos on 
JtuMk^ Magic ^bt<alao Panntoal, ii 
luppoaed to be the dafinitiTa ooa. 
Cum Caoaea and Mastariu RabikH 
Cuba by Don Taylor art uso ddag 
wall The Uttar baadad iha ^bfiabarY 
tPaddy bcuriaUcr liac to Kovembar. 


And Baatam’i Tlia SiapJa SoJutiou oi 
Rubiks Cuba by Jamoe G. Nburaa 
alraady hat 4J6^000 copiaa in print 


copiaa in print 


'India i» never bahtod wban It comae 
to faahiott ragaa. The IS'yaar-old Sor 
ray acboolboy’i book ha> al raa dy add 
over 2,000 copiei to India, la baa 
8taiaBainar*i‘book. But Boaaart'a awci- 
b written, eiopla book ia candni 
nppUa d exdiainaQt amongat baye, 
H 



fomek Boeaart wfcb kb cube (tootro) 
whiio two watcb m 



Praf. Jtutob.' mot t pomny tnm 
kk poatk 


both young and dd. 

Patrick, tba impiah tooktog. baa 
pactadad a^oolboy, flm aaw cha 
aagk Cuba at acboot Ona d Ma cliaa 
mataa bad baan eant om fram Attd> 
ica. Bm poor littU Paorkfc could not 
find a Cuba to Bogland. TbU book 
would oavar bava baan writtn but for 
tba fact mat whan be want to 9 w i tter* 
Land thU Fabruary to viait bis grand- 
Bocbar, U and bahold, be found tba 
cubal Hia eauain Joachim had ona. The 
two fouftoi forgot tkoia Swim choca- 
lama and loi dom to tba punU. Tbara 
tft 43 bUiian poaaibU wayt d arring- 
tog tba S4 piaen, and the two young 
b^ found one. 

Tte wrote down all thair aiovai 
and nva daya laMv. furaka, all ili 
facae d tba cuba bad the eama colour. 
Patrick waanl only brilliant be alao 
bad the Bind d an antrtpranaur. 
When ha got back to EngLuML he 
fortnad a cuba dub at ichool. Soon 
Ptaick waa telltog bit *9olutidn* to 
•choolnaiai on cydoetyUd ctaoati for 


Among bis scboolttatea wai tba iod 
d a Penguin editor. This boy ahow^ 
the ■baata to Ida father. And the bo^ 
was bom. Patrick waa bow aalltog bU 
•dution for aora and ovmn^t be 
became a woruwida cdabhty. It took 
bis three waaka to write the book 
wttkh be baa dedicated to hia couato. 
Matawfaila, ail the Panguto people are 
going around with franUd narrea, 
trytog to do tbs cube. 

Patrlcfc baa becona a little bored 
wim the Cuba. He baa none on to odiv 
abapai and puidaa. HaTiaa a Demame- 
rical mind, pUya around with alactro- 
nict and bmUa hia own projom wim 
akro cliipa. Pn^raButog computari 
if anothar bobby. Patrick wants to be 
an alectricnl engiaeer whan be growi 
up. 

Ha could alao bocoma a writer, jedg- 
tog br bis hacid aijda to the ms. 
Patriot DOC only talla you bow to do tba 
cube, bet bow to dean it end koap k in 

-beeimy working order.* dairribai 
me vnrtooa pet ta m i you can aaka 
wkb it and tails you all about the 
ffigiiiid wbat hnabacaoM cbli can- 
nu^ riddle d me ^toiut 

Paoick'a burineaa acuMB ia aaudiy 
touranva. Ha baa taped a bnlf-haur 
video camarta that dfenttietea bli 
Mbad. T^ rmSiiaa fram Ui beak 
bava ooaaad $l6o,000, biR iba moony 
la being kept adda for bis aducadan. 







-r.- 


BoondOsr tvoUrM. *W« c«&t 
■ifalj hM mtmmA tUi dwbt 
If Ax th» A, ojbi pw4i 
fffck'i pmdakkm mm Ua fnm 


$Wi(iirM ta ItedL wm •dUh a 
tn Pmm Isx ia ilawx otimAt 
e fl iW ty. f thtak if m had, «• 

«il havt bMtt tauawl to raptek om 
pAwet Hid ftDd ii Wk a^alBl Luclu- 


V Pacrlck, who hoi ^hmjt boon a 
Itrahhoodod Aild, hu akoo tbo ia- 
poet ol ihi fUecois ondpublkltj mrj 
qifldy. lodaf topqrtoci. ekrophoMO 

ifld tOMvite caaeru without nini' 


M • *!oat,* «Wdi heohi b iMo tho 

is ateoo.* It ii ocBi&v ao a ri ar 
ImCSipMm ia Ao MdAo vffl 
hoop Ai lAek thiap cho 

«uho kmm folliu op«t 
TW coho hoo itB mmkm m 
lalUittiTio hm otroody bfoMbt cut ■ 
book ciOod Nor iUote (So look 
tAkh kUo you *hew to Uvo with a 
cahahalk* or "how to hkk ^ habit" 
Aad tha Mirtnaw oohnte—tha coho 
•aaihar—tbo loot word from Tor 
lookit JdJ U$m Fee A Dmd Cuba. 


Ifr aiiaad out hi Aa 

MWit bwi ii aot oaa A ha iaft bAkd. 
nTb^ JO' AAa» wlU ba 


pabkiAad by Paiipiiia ia March oaa 
yaar, od io hai Aaady prodacod 
HMMT pawto: XdMkhSaaht (ala 
AM *taol M it ioaaw ci 
WDodaa triaoiiaa which caa ha aida 
tDto a iwin. a otaaaraOar and oAar 
chapai). Aad whxo Aaca li a RuWk, 
Aart i* boaad » ha a wrkar. 

Mtbikk Stoafca, by A2Ui Pisa, fi 
alraady ia Aa saritat But «a wiU 
hara to wait lor aona tiat uoA Aa 
aaaka otwU iata ladii. 


cuha. thoapb thiapi did cot into hia 
acboohina quiea badly. Wa are 
choioualy van ploMod wkh Paoick'a 
aikcaia, ihoo^ wa hara to admit to ba 
lookiag forward to tha dst whm 
cubaa, Uha Aaoaaura* art a thio| of 
Aa ^atl* 

halta of Aa ortfLnal cuba havt era*- 
aad Aa tan million dollar mark. Tbara 
hive haaa aavoral vaHatiooa of Aa 
Cuba; tbara ¥rat ovan a Cuba with tha 
Union Jack on four aidaa asd Prioct 
Chwloa aad Diana on Ac othar two. A 
now Bdci A vorsloa is aaid to hava 
lORillton oornutMt\oo»—tho orictocl 
ona had 4a.2 quAcillion. 

Cuba mania naa already cotared 
India. What otban caa do, aa 

do—not nacaaaarily hactar A 

|M coba coati about Cd m Ea^od. 
ihara ia a chaaper Tahran rarlcty 
Htti^ for hall tha asooat. Bat tntar- 
sriaiai lodioa htiainaHmaa m Bom¬ 
bay, Barodt and Amritaar art not Now 
to catch on to • pood Ainc a ihlap 
wiA BuUplyuil ratanm 

Tha Bonbu cuba ia cha boat and 
aaUa for Ba 41 lha Baroda one to not 
too bad and Aa anasCT ia DvTMHij, 
markadAf to aaOs u laaat aM) a 


vdraion, Uka a kay chain, and aalla lor 
Ba 20. 


A Cuba to a cuba ia a ciAa, bat aeae 
aara<outioaa antrapranaura ira liv- 
Ai to 1 baraymal kiok. The ai^t 
TVtoitioa to Ata ndad to boat tha pa- 
tan law* If Acre avar to oat. It to 
IrhQic Alt Aa man who inraiitnd ihto 
mnrvalloaa Utila ■aebanitm, and 
wfekh baan hto onBa, kaa not ainda 
aaan a panay from A Aoanb oAan 
hiva mnda mfllioim Tba Bun^rian 
pu tf ama r did not patent hto ia ra mto o. 

Ite enha to mtich bmco Aan 2? 
HMU cubaa put topfabar ao maok To 
^axa oar Bcda piniiii: "Hia c\At*a 
•mBaaa to larnNy daa to its npHlotta 
httamnl axnaiitaa, which to aEem- 
Mliianly aimpla. lha caba rnaatota od 
u niacaa. commonly known aa 


Our very own 
whiz kid 


^ftaod pgtrniMli. K hMifirt 
V hia BabA'a cube wiA Aa ama 
and caaAdeBt dartarity d a profoP 
laoaal pnbiar abalflinp hto carda. 
Lam tnaa Noa mlnataa mi Aa 
brtiataaaor ol a caba to badi to toa 
oriplnal aooa. People Area dnaa 
hto apa cannot avaa pat two Ndaa ol 
thia aii-fldod pamla. Ba aval 
anawHi' my gaomiena. lAdla hto 
ili^tly chabn hnnda (wiai Aa 
cuoalata Ato u Unda ei pamna- 

ptmrnm ofinl CM|WaA|4qM 


of Delhi Public School. BmUm, 
aaad to apand over half Aa daar 
pMnp hto ballUnp toy, Si 
had triad dl f f arant camMaadaBi. 
nhara mt a muldnida ol poaaibUI». 
(iaa, 12 lor ona acapa aMoa,* ba 

of Vinod*a trianda A tchool 
CM do Aa cube. A law pat one m 
two Ndaa and five up. Bto friend, a 
24-yaorold prnduta of Aa man* 
apamant A ao t ut a A Ahnmdnbad 
od woA it out, and ao Ad hto 
friand"! yaimpar atoar. But avan 
aha to a cAkpAia—and Aa UttU 
paaius aoama to think Ant cubaa 
me not for tiriii "I cant ny Am 1 
tot like but It to a aalicata 


Bow Am VAod to f"**^*"! lom 
daa on hto cube, ha hna an arulM] 
Bahik which ba haapa wall-oilad 
wfrh SApar martiina Thrao-A-ona 
oil (loaaart A hto book raeom* 
menda vaaohaa, but, un VAod. 
Aa other doer iuat aa wall). Ha bu 
Bora tima for hto other Ataraata. 
RaadAp to a pamlon: aewnca fle* 
don, pardcuiarly ANmev, Adua 
Gore Vidjil'i KoBci to plao on & 
cr owded bitnlrtbatf But Aa younp 
whto kid thinka li to a "akk" hto. 

Hto oAar miA Ataraat to "an- 
vironmant procacdoo.* VAod to a 
mambar or Kalpimkab, u an- 


coBtnbutaa to Xanm, a wjywM 
bmuphl out by thto croup, at bu 
aim p tftidpatad A danohatradona 
Afuia *S2. "Juit niacine. 


Sahnmaatoa: raa do Aa 


t itndiuB. 
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Square mind in a 
threc'layered cube 


By AVEEK SARKAR 


1 Mv«r dwuibt I WM « M^uird. So, 
•nnt^l ivitb ihc MniriAce of the 
pubbihdr'i blurb And with the ceefi* 
Mce bom oi • UfeOme'i atiichmeat 
mmi$ iipum ol all loru, X toolc up 
the cube. Alei. 

The fint cube I bou^i was mede in 
Telwan. In Hea| Kaa# , i few ewoitu 
tiler ibt 'oibemeniA' ud put leer 
el Cod into the weeieni world. 1 
enberked on my adventure; a leiier 
min would have feared to treed. For* 
tunately. my cube spluttered end teve 
way just while Fersia KheBbatia was 
beiAC raped on the ^hoielvision* 
screen. Had I reed any of the million 
editions of the book uf 13>yeAr*old 
schoolboy Patrick Boa^, 1 would 
have knowB how lo reaisenbk an 
'avpiodad* Cuba. ('’To open up the 
cuIm, rum the top slice through 4$ 
degrees, and luerr a mediun*tiied 
screwdriver under one ol tbe 
pieces...'). 

At the second |o, 1 acquired a Rubik 
originel. made in Hungery. like the 
poulash. For thoM who have just runed 
iTL a brial resume: those wonderful 
folks who uve you Zsa Zsa Gabor end 
Ferentk Puskas, hive now given (in 
the Year of the Lord 197S) an 
architect called Emo Rubik. Tbe good 
comrade wis. to quote Master Patrick, 
*^ng to find some ways of belpiag 
his students uodentAnd three dimo* 
sional^bleBS." Instetd. be caow up 
with toe toy of the century. 

On tbe way back to Calcutta 1 wrea- 


YOU CAN DO 




The A«laioo 


^ tka Cube 


lied with tbe problem. 1 didn't touch 
my cognac. I didn't chat up siewar* 
deiaes and I swear by tbe Bbagavti 
Gita t didn't cbeei: I complated rwo 
layers of my cube. Rut H was not good 
enough. Tbe record lor solving ell tbe 
three layers is Just 20 seconds. Al this 
stige I iMk tbe help of Dorid Siogmas* 
terV Votes on Rubik*s Magic Cube 
(-Uoe venrable WbJe du rvbrste'';Sci* 
ence et Vie). Mr Sinnasier teaches at 
the Polytec^c of uw South Rank in 
London. His epproech is properly pro* 
fesaovial and I am sure would have 
gladdened tbe soul of Prof. Hirendre 


fCumer Mukbopedhyay. tbe Right Hon* 
ounble n em ber « ParUament Iron 
north west Cekune till 1977. Singmes' 

You OB do the cake by Paakk Raaaart 
PubUibed by Mb loofea 90 eaace; 
Itabik'a eabe by Dob rgyim; j-*»»«fc« f 
by Pappu* Reoka 9$ peece; Nmaa <m 
Rafalb'i magic oobobyDovid Ria^esnr, 
elm la i hR ibid by MgaM JosAg fiM 


ter does not 'solve' the problem In 
stead, "an algorithm lor restoring it to 
Stan is developed Id section 6 and 
improved in section 9." Mr Singnei* 
ter't Votes have "iust grown." Master 
Patrick, OB the otner hand, was intro* 
duced ID this sublime passion by i girl. 
Well, boys will be boys. 

Rack to tbe professor More.t begins 
with an introduction to group theory 
end contains passages such as: 

We now return to general considera* 
lion of permutation. If two permute* 
tiuns P.Q act on disjoinied sets.*then 
clearly PQ-QP. E g. lA.B) 
C.D.J- (CJ)) (A.B). Thua the order of 
disjoini cycles is irrelevant. We sty 
P end Q commure if PQ«QP. (This 
can happen when P and Q do not act 
on disjoint sets. e.g.(RR«RR). We 
ihen have that 

(PQ)*«PQPQ*PPQQ-P^O', 
{PO)'-PHj.^ 
well, cubes eimne? 

Finally, Don Taylor. 'Dun* (pun In* 
tended) is e senior lecturer in pure 
mathematics at the University of Syd* 
ney and took his D. Phil, from Oxford. 
But the Australians, as we know from 
friend Packer, are an eminently senii* 
bit lot. He does not jmder over the 
use of petroleum jelly (Master Pat* 
rick) or c)ialkpowder (Professor Sing* 
master) as lubmarus to free the move* 
ment of the cube. Thanks to the quiet 
flowing Don, I took leas than ten 
minutes to solve, nay, develop an 
algorithm for restoring it to START. 









Can men and women 
be just friends? 


Here are the views of the American male. These extracts are from the 
Hite Report on Male Sexuality by Shere Hite (published by 
Vikas Publishing House Pvt Ltd., Price Rs 225). 


vtn though moot mon atirf 
m ■ th$y woro etoior to s 
fim womoB thoa to ooyoao dM. 
■ * A mon ofttn tow woaoo caiy 
iff a vtryiimitt4 woy. Mks 
atkod. “Do you hova doao wotaen 
(riooo$} Do you ho¥o non noit or 
fomak frioohf" moot moo $oid thov 
did not han ehto womoa Irkndt mu 
•rixMn xhoy dtd not irara mx, and that a 
Maodolup with a woaoaa wouM (non 
or kaa) inavUabiy toad to aax: 

"My Bulo proMffoi U that if I am 
annctad to.a woman bj her cem^ 
tanca or for ion>a otbar facat of nor 
bmnf. thao I wiU alio ba anracrad 
aaniaUj, ainca the two art nry oloaaly 
ralatad In ny nuod. Il cauiaa pnhkna 
aomatimai. I am praiaatly worloai on 
thia wtth soma auccau in a coupla of 
caaaa, but it is hard." 

'‘As far at friandshipt ara con* 
carnad, 1 have a law dote mala 
friends, whom Pva known for yaart, 
and a larger number of female fnandt, 
most of whom I*ve slept with for aa* 
riou periods of time, rm not in love 
witb any of them, il it truly a 
frieadthip.'* 

"If I am in love, that's one thina. U1 
am havina ses. that it another ming. 
And mv mandthipe with man are a 
lAxrd ming. You can't lump all chat 
ttuff up together! Because a tricodship 
with a man is lets intense, the rda* 
cioMhip tends to be long*cafm. The eld 
buddies act between men and women 
may be practised somewhere 'with 
fringes,' to to speek, but I find the 
nodon absurd and shallow, fm an 
old>faihioned romance, to what? Sea* 

uol iatimiKy, or tbe lack oC it* bvlween 

a man and a woman, and i esnphatiaa 
intimacy here, makes all the differ* 
encc. 

“There is a tension id a man/woman 
relationship. If a wenaa wishes to 
avoid this tension, she wiahes to avoid 
feeUag. iot$ of people them days want 
CO avoid feeling I oooX 1 Im it happen. 
Friendship witb e man is altogether 
different. There is no (enuon, no 


wonderua about bow long it will last 
in a friendship with a mu. If there is 
thii. stnaiom this woodering if the 
other wiU ever leeva, ett„ thu is love 
and not friendship." 

"My friaodahipe witb man hava no* 
thing to do with love. My friendships 
with sremen other rhu wife lead 
eventually to bed. And it is always 
iniiiated ud persisted in to my 
women frienda. s<**^"*^ I do ft as a 
favour to frusonmd frienda Still 1 give 
lots of love and affectioo* I jutt cannot 
■ct otherwlia in bed. Asd I cannot 
turn down a womu friend who Is 
asking for sex. II tbe had a satisfying 
reletioasbip, she would not have 


•r-.w t'^ ' 
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Share Bka, the a u c h are si 


Sometimes I may 
touch her on4he sfu>id- 
der, on tne arm, on 
some other always 
acceptable place. 


needed my friendship, and if I had a 
taUMylAf Ufa with ay vrife, I would 
never bava looked forward to 
friendship with another woman." 

Or iJwwrs of star 

"1 might pretend to ignore a 
wOBU't taxuality but I cunot do ao. I. 
may saver make a past at her in any 
way, but that doesn't prevent oie from 
futaaianc ud aeniuy seducing her 
in every maontr possiole." 


in every maontr possible." 

"I foef, in friendship, like doing acts 
amociat^ with love. Bur f tfoff’r do 
them, latere are reitrtlots which are 
not nacassarily unpleasant. But 1 think 
you love a per sop lor the same retioni 
that you uked her. t don't set any 
difference in quality between 
friendahlp and love. It's more of a 
d if ference in degree. If I like a woman 
a little bit, the circumstance might 
happen that we could 'go all tbe way.' 
It probably won't happen. She doesn't 
feel that way, or her hutbud wouldn't 
like it, or oaer things aren't right for 
it. But if I raally tike a womu, 1 can 
imagine that I would like to have au 
with her. Semerimes I may couch her, 
oo the aboulder. on the ann, on aoma 
other ehrays acceptable place. Thai's 
friendship, isn't it? And on arriving' at 
or lerriag the home, there maj be a 
kisa, asttuly not on the lips. If toe kiss 
were occaiionaUy passionaie, 1 lup- 
pose that wouldn't be friendship. But 
if the Uas happened because both 
people really liked each other, rether 
tfau happening because the Idea is 
ioclailv reouired, that's still 
friendship, isn^ it? la uv conmuniry, 
there's a definite, dev line betwem 
what is accutable and what is 'fMoi 
too £v.' As fv Undag mexi, well, yeotj 
sure feel a stmg affection for aoae. C 
(hey were in womu's bodies, I would 
like them as 1 like women, hut la a 
mu's body, I love them, but I sure 
don't want to go feeling erouod their 
bodiW.” 

"Most of ay very close friends ere 
mele. I find it diffiifult to win the tmR 
of women uough lo be doee Mends, 1 






tM Att I m% ittmttf on, 

•vtn tf I AAa’x pnrtKularty wut to.** 
*!>• BM MSw renlly cpoonl wosen 
thot I could honofily talk to. and 1 
raaUy anjoyed U. Tm didoH maka 
ao; praiance. 1 Bkight bava aaan got 
laid if cha circuoMaAcaa waca ligbt.'* 
*1 don't know what to do with my 
attraction (o otbar woman. 1 like 
I womao. There's somathing I feel wbeo 
I relate to to appealing womao that I 

I uat don't aver feel lovmrds a man. Bui 
don't want to fuck a whole neat of 
women, or have them fall in love with 
me to bolsier my ego. I just like 
women. Should I hate them or ignore 
them? U that the alternative when 

J ou've got a mateT 1 hope not. 1 can't 
igure out wbai to do with this attrac* 
tloB when you are already in a rela< 
tioflship. Do you relate to women only 
In dreams or as illusloot? Do you 
subvert this atrraciion? Is It a g^ 
idea over time^ An I immatura for 
wondering?* 

Om man said jr depended 00 rh# 
mariraJ srarus of die woman; 

"It Is extremely difficult for me to 
develop friend snipe with available 
women. I do have n few close female 
frleods, but they ere all attached to 
other males alrea^ This attechmeni 
divorces our rslatioiubip from sexual 
matters (at least, niMt of the limeX 
freeing us for real fnsndship. But a 
weasan who Is net attached U consi* 
dared by society to be a potential 
lover. In such a case our refaiionahip 
mutt remaia strictly casual (an ac¬ 
quaintance) or develop heavy sexual 
overtones. I can't seem to find any 
middle ground for friendship. 1 have 
talked to other males about chit and 
find that they rscognlM tba problem, 
but don't seem to be nearly as upaei or 
oMactid by It. Ptrbaps It u lomeihlag 
in ma that makes it awre of a problem 
than it really la.* 

The r efore, maity meo did not hare 
/amals Me^s; 

*1 don't bavs any good female 
friends. They are eitber everything or 
not special. I guess I don't want to 
oaks my girl jaaloua. in hope that 
shall do the seme for me." 

"It's so hard to keep the sexual, 
pairing atmosphere out that I don't 
BOAMy chink Pve ever had a friend 
who was a womaD.” 

But some men oajoyod ikiendihips 
with women, and fotutd it easier to 
nUi (u seen eerJier^ or rafore to 
wemse than to men; 

"I have more feaele friends. 1 tend 
to relate to men la a competitive sense 
and find it difficult to be comfort a ble 
with them. I seek wooien for (mater* 
nal) caring and warmth." 

**1 find it easier to talk with women. 
With men,, you an always tripping up 
tteir egos. X don't enjoy compediimi, 
and in relatienibiM with man, no 
matter how subtle, men ahvays seems 
to be coB^teticifm iavolved. 1 find It 
much esjler so talk about emcdonal 
things with womao. Men dam op. 
Women just seem tn coeylament my 
personality bettor dsen any men 1 have 
aver encountered." 


*Xo anr late twenties 1 started having 
cenrinuing friend^lps with women. I 
discovered that I often fell more com* 
fortable with'women than men. It's 
eester to find ssoriiivity and gentle¬ 
ness ia a woman, and meet woaien 
appradate these qualities In a eiaa." 

"My closest compnniom seem to be 
women. I've pondered the reasons why 
this b the cess. Apparently, I'm more 
comfortahfe with woasen then I am 
with men. Why??? Cenemlly. it's nsore 
difficult to talk to men about my 
feelings and problems." 

"I have more female friends because 
I frequently leem more from them, 
communicate bener with them, find 
them warmer, and asore undersiud- 
irtg. It's hard to calk to other 
bMause we (men in general) don't like 
to admit to others tlw we are having a 
problam. whether it be sexual, physic¬ 
al, or whatever." 

"It is ny iiBprtssion that woosen, 
many of mess, are less reservsd than 
us men. more deoionsrrative and fraer 
to express, show their real faaUnga. 
Therefore, they are aasier to get to 
know, more receptive and open, easier 
to get dose to The men I feel desert 


My closest compan¬ 
ions seem to oe 
women. I have pon¬ 
dered (he reason why 
this is the case. 
Apparently, Vm more 
comfortable with 
women that / am wish 
men 


to reflect some traditkmaily femlBiae 
traits —gentleness, consideratioii, etc. 
But, jesusj they are reserved. I suspect 
I em too. It occurs 10 aie that another 
reaaoB for partiality to the ladias is 
that, by ana large, they art lees of a 
threat 10 me, psyt^locicaUy. Than 
seems to bain our culture a reridua of 
male compe tiU vane s a, a primary emo- 
cioMl cempedtiraacss (who wUl get 
the giri?) and an loteUectual coapeti- 
civeaesa, aon of a cemblnad drive to 
prove both masculine and tniellactual 
cuperieriiy. Tba threat to me lies bi 
the fear that if my competitor gets the 
girls. Pm a failure as a man, and if bt 
difl^ays yeater intelllfeaCc, 1 em a 
fool. Neither of these drives seems 
anywhere nearly as strong among 
woman. Thay d<m*i sesm n need to 


**1 have a lot of very cloae women 
friends. Many of tba arc fora^ 
lovers, some ere wuuieu with wbom 
the topic of sex or romeaca never 
came up. I'm also very cloet to ope of 
my sisers. The Quality X like best 
•bout our friendships is that tbers's a 
haavy reUanca ea /eeliags. The sub* 


jeets we talk of always seem lu be on a 
deeper, mme personal level. 1 Mt the 
feeling in talking with men irisndv 
(some of whom iSre known for twenty 
years) that we're fencing Mmetirnes ” 

F urther reinforcing the idea *ihat 
most men saw women basically in 
terms of their potential ax sexual part¬ 
ners were men's answers to, "what 
things about women in general do you 
admire?" 

Afosr men answered in lems of 
women's pttytkoJ cfraraciensrks. or 
ports of the body they Uked. 

Many sf these men iustifted this 
attituM in terms of being s "median* 
ism'*or on "cnsrincr"—cerrarn/y not an 
•nirude for which they were retponsi 
Me—as seen in these men's repHen: 

"Someplace deeply within my mind- 
bram is the ability to find the female 
form attractive. I find 1 both recognlie 
and like even the aubtlest cues of 
shapa or form that are charactarlstl* 
rally feounlne. Ibese arc visual cuas 
I'm talking about, mostly outlines. 

"1 am mtsti fasclnatsd with'how 
small a cue is effective, fbsslng by the 
entrance of a garage, I catch for half a 
second a glimpse of a figure In the 
shady Mierior. clothed in overalU, 
bending to adjust a carburatior, and In 
that Innaat an aware of that tllaht 
but dlctinalvaly female line of Am 
sllbouetu. Or. going iygglag in tha 
hllU, ? catch a gllmpae in the distance 
of another nmner eway between tba 
trees, and in a quarter of a second 
have abaorbed sad noted with plea¬ 
sure ^ust the hinted contour of a breast 
within the sweatshirt that Ate wears. 

"Let a»e illustrate diet last point. I 
remanber having gone to give a lec¬ 
ture in a distant city, and hiring taken 
aftarwerdi to the airport by a man who 
wgf on the local arrangements coamlt- 
tee. He didn't know me, I didn’t know 
him. Wa charted casually in the car. At 
a street coreer, ws s toppe d at a atop 
sign and tha womao crossed che street 
in front of wa. In to insteoi I was aware 
that her form was beautiful, end that 
my companion glanced at me without 
saying anything but simply to share 
that appreciation. This is the son of 
thing that, I bellava, often angers 
feminists, vrho resent being 'regarded 
IS meat.' I understand (I think) the 
anger. I regret the crudeness with 
'which it Is sometimes by some men 
expressed. But I do very strongly feel 
the presence of that underlying 
mechanism In myMlf I keep wanting 10 
explain that this isn’t necessarily sexy 
or exploitative; I repeatedly note the 
same resppnae (for exami^) to co¬ 
workers with whom I've coUeboreted 
for years without the least sexual 
involvement." 

"1 consider the recent period since 
the beginning of the women's libers- 
tioB movement to be the period when 
Am American woman has been uglier 

and more uoattracuve than at any 
other time in out nation's history, 
Future hiaiorians could honestly call it 
the ere of the Ugly Americeo Wo* 
mao*.' 
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Mrs Gandhi suffers 
a setback 

In Andhra Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh 


Hydenbftd: Chief minister T. Aajieh 
hed promised to celebrate the new 
yeer oy vrinnlni all the 29 seats in the 
Afldhfa Pradeu Lefislative Council 
polls. It was not an unreasonable 
promise; alter all il Mrs Gandhi and 
her party had any peckat borou^ba . 
surely they were Andhra Pradesh ana 
Kamaiaki. It was not a very happy 
new year for Mr Anjiah. Inateed m 
spcnaini 91 Decembw 1991 in the 
smiling company of friends and welt 
wishers, he was scurrying around in 
Delhi explaining to the Prime Minister 
and foreign minister Namslmhe Rao 
how and why ha had managed to lose 
nine df thtm 29 seats, ne Janata 
Party had won tWD> the Lok M one 
and the CPl ona-^nd as matw as five 
of the seats had gena to rebei Con* 
gresimea. The man wIm got his chair 
Becausa of the disaldanis against 
Channa Raddy, had gen his first severe 
attack of the same vims. 

One such rebel was Mr Mudiganii 
Krishna Reddi from Karimnagar. He 
won. thanks to the support from the 
Congressd) MLC. Mr V. Jaaapathi 
Rao But Mr Rao had to par tot the 
aupport^he was expelled Irom (he 
party. Mr Rao exacted his revenge 
immedietely after Mr Krishna Reddri 
victory was declared on 30 December 
1911. He formed a new party, the 
Praja Congress. The verdict of the 
people, he said, was sgainit the con* 
tinued interference by ^ Congressd) 
general secretary, Mr M. Sathyai^ 
gsyana Rao, in the state's politics 
without the sanction of tba hi^ con. 
mend, the Praia Congress, glared 
Mr Rao, would be made Into a 
statewide craaniMtion with the coop* 
eration of otnar lika*minded Congrea* 
ad) leaders in the state. 

Whether partymen think on simiUr 
lines remains to be seen. Por the 
present, however, the Coiigress<l} in 
the state has been severely jolted by 
the victory of the fonner C(mgress(I) 
iBinistar,Mr K Raoii Redd 3 kwho defe* 
ated the official Congreasd) candi* 
date, Dr Shankar Rao (the son*in law 
of the state’s labour minister. G Vank. 
ataswami} in Rangareddy. At Visakha* 

C itnam, the cpposjtion*sponsored re* 
tl ConaresstI) candidate who won 


partv. EUiad ever Mr Basavapun* 
niah'i victory, Mr Krishna Reddi de¬ 
clared it was "a victory for justice and 
ri^i cause. The minister and the pres* 
ideht of the PCOI) could not stop the 
verdia of the Congressmen in the 
district.* 

Loyalists within the Congress<l) 
were vocal about what they Glared 
as ‘intarnal sabotage” by partynea. 
They have • rcoson: the ruling party 
has control over all the nil# pansneds. 
most of the muokipa lilies and the 
MffcBayats in the state whose mem' 
oon form the electoral college to elect 
the Lecislaiive Council members. De* 
spite tnis massive support, the Con* 
gress d) could not win ell the seats 
Whatever other reasons might be 
chumad out now by pam clrcTts, Mi 
Afljiah baa come up with an \inique 
one: the party's defeat in the polls was 
due to casteism. The Congressd) had 

C i up bocirward class candidate^ 
njans and wo m e n while the opposi* 
tion had fieldad candidatef from the 
forward desses. Even then he said, the 
Congressd) bed not dorw bedly. The 
party hod secured 70 per cent of the 
seets. 

If Andhra was had news for Mrs 
Gandhi, worse was to cone from Sagar 
in Madhya Pradesh, where the Con- 
cretsd) mst a Lok Sabha seat to tht 
BJP. The imponance that tha Conpes* 
s(l) and MP chief minister Arjun Singh 
attached to this election can be mes 
surad by the fact that the CM camped 
for the last 12 days of elect lonaering 
and used quite a few carrots to woo the 
voters. Om such carrot; on the eve of 
the polls, the siete government 

T. AnjrsA: castexiia was the caiMW 
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In Guntur, it was the same story. The 
independent candidate, Mr Stngam 
Basevapunniih. was elected vritb the 
active support of tha Congrasitl) MLA. 
Mr Kasu Venkata Krishna R^di. Mr 
Reddi too had to pay for his support— 
he had been earlier expelled from the 
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mum wiMs of about 1.7^000 Ntfl 
wurkerv Xt«p*thirda of unom ava vo> 
cers in Sagar). Many ministers too 
were ffven ebarge of otffvent sections 
of the feaarved consdtueoey tojener* 
ate suppmt. To top it all, Rajiv wendhi 
himaelf ciapaicMd for Mr Sbyamal 
Tbakkar. the ^ngretad) cazMUdaie. 
No pains were s^ffw the aeet had to 
be won at all costs. But the Congressd) 
had run out of luck. BJPH Rmnpraaad 
Ahirwar got 1,43,620 votes agamst the 
Congreasd )'s 1,39,595 votes. 

Tm BiJPt victory has caused a lot of 
iil feeting between the minitterlelista 
and the Msldenci within the Congres* 
sd). The reinistfrialists, led by the 
chief minister, had oppoaed tba can- 
didaturt of Shyamal Thakkar btcauae 
be had little political welghtage In the 
constlcueecy. It wai the lobwiaf by 
the dissident MP, Mr Prabhu Nanyan 
Tandon, ^at pertuadad tba bigh com* 
maud to give Tbakkar the ticket. 
Another reason forwarded by the 
ministerielisti for the defeat was thst 
the bidt magnates of Satar who control 
the bulk Of the bid/ labourer'voters 
were influenced by the former union 
minister. Mr V. t. ^ukla. to vote 

S alnsi ^e Congressd) and humiliate 
r Arjuo Siogh. 

Now that Mr Arjun Singh has baan 
unsuccaisful, tha distidtnts hiva 
found tha opportunity to ranew their 
attack on the CM. The process started 
with the resignation of the MlJK from 
Sagar, Mr Vithaibhai Patel (who also 
writes Hindi film songs; among bii hits 
is Jhutb hole Jreuwe late from Bobby). 
It is no wonder than, (hit tha disii* 
dents are claiming thst Mr Arjun 
Singh's days are numbered. They say, 
that the hi^ command ji not going to 
fnriet the Congressti) defeat so easily 
and they maintain that Mr Rajiv Gan* 
dhi, who took a personal interest in 
the careeaiAing, has been humiliated 
by the BJP victory. 

Already, people within the cabinet 
are lobbying with the high command 
for tha chief minister's post, if and 
whan it falls vacant. Among them are 
deputy chief minister Sl^ Bhanu 
Sin^ Solanki and ministers Miss Vim* 
la Vanna and Mr Krithnapal Sinah. 
The tribal and harijan lobbies are also 
active. Two of their ministers, Jhu* 
maklal Bhedia and Dr Bhanvarain^ 
Porte, who have taken the credit tor 
the CM'S victory in the Konta Vidhan 
Sabha bolls (which was announced 
along with the Segar Lok Sabha polls) 
have Slid that even though the chief 
minister and his voup had worked 
round the clock at Sagar, the party bad 
lost tha seat in wbat was a Congressd) 
strong^ (between 19S2 a^ 1961, 
the CoQgreai had won the Sagar sear 
five times, while the Jane Sangh and 
Japata Party had wnn it ooce 
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minister's t§ddi is a3i*chltf miniiier 
Shyama Charan Shukla.brotbar of V. 
C. Shukla. But before Mr Shvkla can 
become the CM be has to be admitted 
into (he Congressd). 

A Spatial Certespong e at and M. V. 
KBar ta Bbepal 



PROHIBITION 


MGR in two minds 



J^try CMM UUeit Uquotmlm^ miM Oepftmw 


Madrfti: Chief miniaier M. G. 
RtnechendreA Memi to have • uni* 
qiw fUir for hittini the neU equerelsr 
on his thumb His Atesi proclaaeikM 
that the AIADMK tovernmeni will 
reimpoM prohibition before It laid 
down office lends credence to lUi. 
MGR made his decision wblk on (be 
appropriate occasion of RiMii's 104th 
anniversary celebrations. (lU)ili was 
the fflosi vehement advocate cl pr^ 
hiWtion.) His government had relaied 
prohibition with a "lot of |rief* only as 
an antidote to illicit liquor, ibe CM 
said. Ironically, ilJkii dlstiUation had 
increased eubstantially following the 
relaxation of prohibition, defeatini its 
very purpose. “Owint to unavoidable 
ciKuaistances.** he was farced into 
relaxlna prohibition, a deed that 
‘*went acainst his conscience." MGR 
esierted ihei the sure had not gone 
wet for the reveoue alone. Uofoitu* 
nately. the schnfent laws to control 
iUkIt diaiillationlud bootMrvtied by 
landing thousands of braadwime s rs ov 
poor families in >ail. Even bis party* 
men were guilty of the vica. cbarfed 
rhm puritanical CM. la fact, he really 
regretted not having heeoad Rajeji 
s^Qse adaonition *Dei to open the 
floodgates of the drink evil* was still 
ringing in his ears. While it might be 
ednce ringing u Mr Raanatfhaft<lftn*s 
cars, the oppoaitioa parties seem to 
hear only the ringmg of Che cash 
rogister. 

As usual the Dlfif is quick to point 
out eo okorior motive m any ecat^ 
meni MGR makes, h ow e ver hallowed 
it may appear. Sewer DMlC meaben 
the CM*i proaouncemeet as 
an "eaw Threat" and char li sms Wfy. 
a ploy for the AtAOMX to taunt Bdira 
money from the blending and botUlM 
unHs and the whekaalers of nngtt 
and Indian made ferelgA liquor 
(IMFL) before the etacesrido pan* 


chevar union polls. Rldkullag the de* 
cisioB, Mr Kaniaanldhl, DMk chief, 
pointed out that MGR iworo in tha 
name of his mother that ha would 
never lift prohiMtMW, yet was in* 
mumantai in allowing arrack and 
IMFL shops 10 surface like chicken 

C a on every sc rtet. Marxist MLA, Mr 
manath. labtlled tha CM*t edkt as 
oee more Iwsiacce of his "confused 
tUnking." Would no( the AiADblKH 
stated wiea of "savinf people from 
illicit lUjuor”. by the reimpemtkn of 

E obibitioo be thwarted, m queried. 

r Umanaih felt Chat this was a diver* 
sionary tactic tmployod by the DMK to 
deflect people's atientloQ from more 
pressing nsattem 

Obiocting to the reintroduction of 
prohibition, CPI leader. Mr Kalyana* 
tuhdaram. said that it would only 
succeed in increasing comimioit. Pro* 
hibition ssould drive poo^ to spu* 

AGITATION 


rious drinks w hi A wotdd tel) on chair 
life and hoahh and at tha same time 
entail a mat bias in revenue. At the 

E ractical Jevel. be srooderod how prO’ 
ibition could be enforcod when the 
government had opened arrack and 
toddy akops all over the state. 

In his favourite role as a bud in the 
liquor shop, the CM seems to have a 
prMilaction for adding chaos to the 
convoluiod hlrcmy of prohibition. At 
one time be himself had asserted that 
nothing would induce him to lilt pro¬ 
hibition. then suddenly in July tvfll, 
peebibiiioo was related—a process 
that ignited a conflagration of con* 
troversies that engulfed Mr 
Ramachandran. And now, the btesi 
statement, coming at it does just six 
months after relaxation and prior to 
the panchayet polls, has laid the CM 
open to denstofi and accusations, lha 
way MGR bw handled prohibition 
lands support to the main accusation 
against him: his inability to arrive at a 
dacisioQ and than if ha doas arrive at a 
decision, to stick to it. But what is the 
hapless MGR to do when he realises 
tbM relaxing p^ibltion has opened 
the "floodgetes of beecby" 

Instead of cackling prohibition 
through lamalition IkiII would do 
well to study the reasons for the ia* 
crease in iUieit liquor despite relexa* 
tion. The fact that tha CM u genulcwly 
concerned about this is evidsnt from 
his diKlosure that a scheme for curb* 
ing the proliferation of dkstUllng liUcH 
liquor was being chalked our and 
would be made public duiiag the 
budget sessions of the state Lagisle* 
lure . To start, he could take a look into 
the functioning of the blending units 
in the stale that cbarga an exorbitant 
rale for tba simple process of adding 
water to rectified spirit to make 
arrack, hlkiitg up prices so ai to mako 
it beyond the reach of the common 
man (the arrack that flows out of 
blending units coets Rs 2S per litre 
while booch costs around Rs 10). Is 
prohibition—whether it bq relasstion 
or enforcement—destined to be 
MGR's iragk flaw? 

Aaitt Prtttp 


Rasta Roko: 82's protest 


n 1901 came to a dose on a 
Rasm Roko cK>ce, in keeping with 
several Rasta Roko demonstrutions 
that tba city wiCEtassed through the 
year. Whether "it was the dtisens 
taMA| tile law and order into their 
own haads." as some conservatives 
moenad, er the proceas of partidpat* 
tag m democracy, ibe fact is that 
^4^— iiAvc decided tbet they should 
have a eay ia issnas that affect them 
vttaRy. Tba caaaea for cha Reere Roko 
were varied and ranged from drawing 
•naatien lo the apa^ and inefficien¬ 
cy of tha municipal emporatioa. late 
ruBBlaa and erratic caneeUahon of 
euburtSn trains, p^utioe by the Bom* 


bay ges company, dry taps and one* 
traffic lanes. 

The 29 December 1901 Rasta RoJco 
was spontaneous: a 22-year •old woman 
and a boy of seven were killed by 
speeding cars oo the Nana Chowk-Kaji 
All roao. It is the contention of the 
residents of this south central area In 
Bomb^ that tha road which was made* 
one-way was a hatard basidei causing 
a lot of inconvenience. Tliis has been a 
general complaint iJi the city, where, 
after tha arrival oi the new traffic 
police chief. Ur Pasricha. several im- 
porraat roads were made one-way 
ortenaiWy to enable the smooth flow of 
traffic. This only created an uproar 
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iU«a Roko outfit BtutiM botpittl 


imonj eUiMM whd had lo taka c^^ 
cviioua routat lo reach lhair dactuu* 
ttoni, becidai footing the tui billi. 
The residantfl of Naoa Chowk abo 
complained about the raih driving 
that 1 one-way road encourncai. Mat- 
tari took a aarloui tuni whan 22-yW' 
old Malati Erapeih and her two-year- 
old dauihtar ware kfiodtad dowo ^ a 
ipaadini car near Rhatia heapltal. The 
Bkotbar oifd and Che dau^ter eacaped 
with bruiaaa. Chateo Survakani. a 
iavan-year«ld ton of a millbaAd wat 
alao killed by a speeding car on the 
taoie road. 

The 29 Decambar Katu Roko lol- 
l 0 t^ the paitcn ol the earlier ones. 
RoaideBn u area emptied out oeto 
the itreeii around 9.30 io the morni^ 
The crowd iwalled by noon briofinc 
traffic to a total halt. Some tpih over 
on to the nearby railway trackt. It waa 
only after five bourn and aaaurances 
from the traffic polka to raitore the 
two-way road, that tba people moved 

The bigpeit lUrre Roko war in Octo¬ 
ber, when thouiandi of citbeni be¬ 
tween Parel and Lalbau|. Dadar, 
Maiunga and Sion went out on the 
atreets to prottu acainat the nuaicip 
al corporatwn*c inability to provide 
them water for three days in succes¬ 
sion. An 9S-ycar<old water maio had 
bum below the flyover at Kinf’s Or- 


da and the delay li rapeiriac tba 12di 
39-inch diameter pipe resulted in wt. 
ter taps ruBBuadry for three days 
durini Oessara. The JUsia Roko ore- 

J ted a senaaoon and made thiap very 
ifficult for the Beabay municipal 
cemmisatonar downwards. The dtisens 
withdrew only after the commbsionm 
uw chat water flowad thrauib tba tape 
agiifl. 

Children were not left behind in ^bi$ 
latevt, meet effective Iona of pptaet; 
they had joined their paraau in larca 
numbers in April when people in the 
priatahh labw area « Parel cioa 
out to block the traffic to protest 
aialnn the pollution by the Rombey 
aas company et Lelbet^ More than 
4/100 people had partk^ted in that 
iUsta Roko which started at 130 an 
and ended at 6 pm on IS April aad 150 
buses had tbair tyres deflated by t^ 
people, their demand was for the 
closure of the plant whkh they said 
was pojlutina me area with sulphur 
dioxide, carbon motiotide and coal 
particles resultiiii in busdreds of peo- 

t iufferini frem respiratory and 
t ailments. In most cases the 
ciiiaens have succeeded in certtog 
their grievances redressed. iUsra 
Roko could well be the asost trendy 
form of agitation in 19A2 in Bombay. 
Olff TeOJa 


PAUL COMMISSION REPORT LEAKAGE 


Arrests: act of 

vendetta 


Madras: With a punch that Ahs caught 
the DMK chief M. Karunanidhi oo- 
iw«en the eyes. MGR has arrested his 
men Fridays—son-in-law Murasoli Scl- 
vam and peraoul aaaistaDt, Mr S. 
Shanmuganathan in connection with 
the leakage uf the report submitted by 
the Paul Commission which probed 
into the death of Mr Subramaaia Pil- 
lai, a verilicition officer of the Hindu 
RMigious and Chantabie Endowments 
in Tirucbendur on 26 November 1990. 

The arrest of Mr Selvam was 
•trelght out of a cloak-and-daiBer Hoi- 
4< 


lywood film. Oblivious of his tepand- 
ing fate, be aloim with his wife, Mrs 
Karunanidhi ana other family mem¬ 
bers had gone to tba airporr on 23 
December to see off a nephew ping to 
Singapore for a holiday. Benire be 
knm what was ba^mning. Sehnm 
was being bustled iruo a waiting ear by 
a posse of plaindomes poUcemen. As 
the swift operaiien tooa place is the 
fading 1^1 of dusk, (ha lamiiy mem¬ 
bers mistook the police m mum for a 
gang of goondes. They rushed to pro¬ 
tect Seh«m and ward off the intruoen 


Mtt were meahandled. Mr Kanina- 
■idU*i daier was i^ttred to tba mdet. 

Tba ear wtabBehm huditted 'lo it. 
nad off to tha Inspector gentraTs 
coica with dm family tafling it From 
theta be was taken to bis heuaa and a 
search conducted. Ur ShanQUia- 
nuhao. • ryof t a i ’ in tba state 
dve Cousdloii deputation as paraonal 
assistaai to tba DMK chief was 
arrested in bis bouse the day. 
Beth have been charged under O- 
tiem 379 (elutft) and 409 (breach of 
mift) of die IPC and SectlM 5 (2) of 
tba Official Secrets Act. They were 
granted conditional bail the aama 
avenlng. The magisrae ordered that 
Mr SalvBM sbooln remain in Bangalore 
and p r esen t himself daily before the 
cUet metropolitan amgutraie there 
for tan days while Shaomugantthao 
should do the same at Thmivarur in 
Thanjavur disoict. Both ware required 
to appear before the magistrate at 
Madras on 6 January. 

Oppesisg dia bail application, tba 
assistant public prosecutor. Mr V. 
Thyaganjan asserted chat rtleaslni 
tha accused would hamper tba inves¬ 
tigation which was Ukely to take 
soother fortni^t. Defence counsel N. 
Nataraien. N> Ganapatl and N. V. K. 
6omu pointed out that it was more 
than tnrea weeks since cbe first ac- 
cusdd Mr F. Sadaslvam, assistant 
director of the state translations wing 
wu arrasted for tampering, which n 
intended, could have been done in the 
intervening period, lha police could 
furnish no evidence that their Inves- 
dption was being tampered with. 

Meanwhile. Karuoinidhl filed a 
habeas corpus petition, seeking that 
Salvam and Shanmuttnathan be pro¬ 
duced in court. In nls petition, be 
stated that he did not know his PA’s 
whereabouts, He feared Shanmuga- 
oathan would be tortured and coerced 
mto mekiim a statement on the leak- 

S of the raul Commisiion report. At 
same time Mr Karunanidlu submit¬ 
ted that he bed no objection if the 
police produced his PA l^re a magis- 
tnce. 

Addremiag a crowded press confer- 
anee, Mr Karunanidbi, accompanied 
by his wife. Dayalu narrated the inci¬ 
dents that led to Belvam's arrest and 
sMd that the police bad not behaved so 
dSoddUy even when his sons, Stalin 
and Murasoli Maran were arreiled 
under MXSA in 1976. The DMK chief 
wanted to know why the police had 
arrested Mr Selvam at the airport 
when they could eesily have arreeted 
him at Us residence. It is speculated 
that the police were forcM into a 
hasty action because they suspected 
that Selvam himself was ^ng to sl^ 
the country to tvedt arrest. He 
charged that the chief minister was 
guilty of Nietiflusabon'* and 'S^dic- 
ttv e a es s." In fact ha bad even maltre¬ 
ated woman. MGR was parpetrating 
this kind of shabby \raatmaat daapita 
the objections rtisen by various pMi- 
ikal parties regarding the "brutal* 
treatment aeteo out to Mr F. Sadasl¬ 
vam. uid the DMK chief. In i tele¬ 
gram. Mr Karunanidhi apprised the 


BEARER BONDS 


Mwmr, tb* uBiea Bloi*- 

i«r uid tb* SIAM Governor ei the 
vmt$ nd seuibt the centn't in* 
tcrvtntion in the metier, perticttkariy 
beceusc be leered bu PA would be 
conured. The DMX Mnerel reoetery. 
Mr K. Anbeshefeiv hei eUo aeei tel^ 
fremi re|erdiu the erratts and the 
'‘hamihecion* ot women by (he police 
ei the airporc. 

The consentui of varioui politidens 
and political obiervcri Here is that 
UGR's motive in cbia perticuler is«* 
ence« leemi to have been co impeech 
ihoee responsible for ibe leekeie of 
(be report rather than to briof to 
those who eommiited, aided and abet* 
cad the murder. Ever since Keruna* 
nldhi publicised the findints of the 
report, MOR’s reaction seems to have 
been to teech rhe DMR chief a laeson 
and to dampen hit manoeuvres. The 

E ne of one^upmea^p that both 
runanidhi end MCR seem to be 
pleyint against each other baa ceased 
to M a lai^h ing matter. Observers feel 
that MCR IS undermining the integrity 
of the state govemment bv dragfui 
grave issues end turning tnem into e 
pmsonel vendetta. As CK^his order of 
priorities Mems to have gone awry. It 
If felt that MGR himself is planting 
the seed of suspicion in the minds « 
the public by imbuing more import* 
ance to iho IcAiuge rather than leking 
action ageiASt the renegades lurking 
the bureeucrene corridors. 

TNCC (I) presidoftt Mr M. P. SuIk 


regardini the leafcege e nh oc t ed the 
etatc g ev en amnt to cadtle the issue 
oo e pebrtcal level rather than as s 
petty ease of theft. As be rightly 
pointed out, ‘‘Such an amtuda would 
not be conducive to healthy poKdes in 
the stale.* The events in die state over 
the pesr few moadm have provoked 
many to dub the CM as a tyrant. Is he. 
questioQ peopl^ rightemiig bis grip 
becatisa posfer is uippiiig from bis 

impeach Deploring the arrests, Tamil Nadu 
aknie of KamaraJ Congress president Ur P. 
I to book NedUBtenn urged the govenuneat to 
utilise its ena^lee to apprehend tbc 
murderers instead of investigating 
how the report leaked out. Meanwhile, 
when the issue of the arrests was 
raised in Parliemem by DMK mem- 
ben, t<ok Sebha speaker Bal Ram 
jakhnr declinad to consant to an ad¬ 
journment motson as it was a state 
subMt. He, however, pedfied angry 
DHQC m em ban by Informir^ them that 
be bad written to the ministrv asking 
it to clarify tbe poeitiocu Ur V. Venlta 

S wfao raised the issue through a 
mention in tbe Raiya Sabha 
as serted that tbe arresi of Knruna- 
nidhi’s PA expoeed tbe *ve&dena* of 
MCR against bis political foes. Janata 
member Piloo Mo^and Satish Agger- 
wal (BJP) supported the DMK mem ber 
and the borne ministry to 

teks senous note of tbe arrests 
Anita Piminp 


Is Sir Geoffrey up in arms 
against his skipper? 



B oycott Sod fletcher: m/sguored 

New Dcibi: *niere was •Uegadly a 
fUreup between Geoff Imx oti end 
Keith Fletcher during tbe ZMbi 
whkH (he amnei 

Subbt Row, his tried to . 

What happe ne d was Aai 
uwtnwtso Ms teammates to attempt s 
faster scoring rate io the match, 
whkh eocordiag to some of tbe visit* 
log cricket writen"'boldly re6ected 
ia their copiei^- was e^p totriy 

•uaieboM 

i' record and gsttfu a 
Clippmgi of tM crMlc 
appeam m the Segbih 
breugbe to Delhi by -loycect*i gM 


friend. Alee, who iofised him midwey 

through the bma Om 


Test, notked 



idem that 


tece this was 
he not only ac* 
qf ■iirsjwsifnt* 
tag tbc f aos. bw «msit id to PletcbD 
to aril te aa e^UaetMe. fUt^m 
reportedly teld him that be bad eever 
mrefliinii B oyMU t* ! name to the 
pseat in rafarioe to the ruMWte, but 
bad only made 4 gananl re mark 
•beet slow icorieg. As far Boyceci, he 
(bu he w«* new edrirnd br 
to sccee faster. He k 
atbe^dendecef 
cohamns, which is 
■bst the fepens provided. 


MT men 
keep off' 

Bmnbay; On 30 September 2981, the 
income tax department here had con* 
ducted a raid on a party who bad 
advertised in (he Tunes of Indio, offer* 
ing "evety assistance in bearer bonds* 
mutfOAV, 18 Ociobor and 8 November 
1981 >. This has produced (he ex pected 
reaetiOB from the finance ministry for 
hiving thrown a spanner to Its works 
concerning reissue of the special boar 
or bonds ^om December IMl. 

Whether rbe ministry will deal 
'‘appropriately* with the income (ax 
officers who ware merely carrying out 
their duties in rounding up people 
engaged in black money deals, ro> 
mams to be soon. However, the im¬ 
mediate consequence of the raid has 
been that the central board of direct 
taxes, actiAA at the behest of ihe 
ministry of finance, had luued dtar 
instruciioni to all Income tax officers 
that they are not to "seise bearer 
bonds, or ask those found possessing 
tbe bonds to account for them.* 

It may be recalled that the IT raid in 
Bombay bad resulted in tbe seisure of 
bearer bonds worth Rs 3.3 lakhs and 
cash amounting to Rs 8.4 lakhs. 
However, no cMrges were framed 
against tbe parries Involved as they 
had declined to accm either the 
bonds or the cash seisetT Inieresriiigly, 
the raid was launched despite the 
Supreme Court having validated the 
special bearer boods. 

The instructions of the centra) beard 
of direct taxes to the Income tax 
officeTS went out a weak before ttm 
boods wore put back on sale inm 
December, wes obviously aimed 
at aUaying tba fears of itOMers of 
black money after tbe reid. Tbe in* 
structioni ware very explicit: tbe in* 
cone tax departaseni would not cast 
its baneful eye on pec^le owning, 
possessing, buying or ae^iaring the 
purcbeee of the special bearer bonds. 

Mr Venkataraman’s expectation 
that the new issue ol bonds will have a 
better run of success compared to ^ 
raasly sum of Rs 357 croret Chat was 
giosiid in the ftrsi issue, (tbe tergei 
bed been Rs 1,000 erwes) has already 
borne some fruit. Sale of over Rs 800 
crores had been reportad by the year 
end whan the offer waa e xte n ded into 
9 Janae^ 1982 

'Hus time, the bonds ere to be on 
offer at mbre centres—^ in i^. Tbeae 
are to Include not only the Reserve. 
Bank offices but bnnenas of the Sure 
Bank of todin as well, both here and 
abroad. Besides these banks, branches 
vf the Bank of Baroda conducting 
bumest in foreign exchange io select 
places,, have also been roped in. 
Obviously this is ta draw the un* 
accoentH money held by Indians 
abroad.' 
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Ot TU Mf j liiM iMic.. J ytVfi ii r 

WlMt il Iki tiM §1 wit ? WNttm tta "tHxk if (Ifi'' ? 

startling facts about the worlds 
best known ayurvedic tonic 

'^hyawanprash 


6Th« •lUIr of 

ChveweAftreih litmitv mMiM *ioo4 for 
Chviwon Riihi" The legond geoo itw 
ChyewenoTHh wm Nm eiMted 3.000 
roen ego m o hoinh food by ttto 
pbvtkciiht of iho OoOi. 

$0 omalng woro Kt poworo, Mt tfio 


'Iho oOidr 


diNo oftoA eoliod i( **Joovoo” of oOi 
of frfo". 

Tbo hoNt boiiovod lAot If not only MH 
wp rinnenoo ond Mpc body tiMUM 
young .M aleo kopt iho nnd alorf md 
•ctfv# 




9,C00 ywg (gt«r. 

Oibur Chygwinprmh 

Pot oontunoo. Chyowongrtih roirxUwd ■ 
Mcroc of the noMe ond t f«w romoca 
Mhroma. 

h woe only in 1134. when Oabur oot vc 
ihotf lirti ovutyodie piont. that 
CP^owonprMb boeomo oowlv ovoifobio to 
ovoryono. 

Oobur Chyowenoioeh <• mode from owor 
40 eerofiHfy eotoctod herbe end 
ingredwnts Tho moel imporloM of dtoeo le 
Ire* 01^.11 itoD eoMobie 
Oetfunocf OOfootei. . 
AiMewarg (3 horbel.m oil. 
gh«o. auger and apiooa. 


THC SECRET OF AMLA 

h waa the aorty eywade who firai 
d'Ocovafod rfiat «nla ia naivaa'a bast 
dafanca agonat lUnaaa. R ia lha richaai 
known source of natural Vitandr) C. In toot, 
amia |uKa eomama 2o iimoi mora Vfcamn 
C than otanga iuiea i 


An smssing msdlesl 


For yoera paooia fall . ' • ^ 

that all Vtiansn C did [S&Si ^ 
waa pravam coida. ^^8^ 

It waa Or. Irnua Paulino. two*timd 





S^abufi. 



wlrwoi of lha Mebal Pma. « 
Vitemm C rovnaiina body p 
nows down dio agoing proc 
hud* UP yoia naiurol roaifii 


wto foiaid thot 



RWWNCO AtUffVfM EXFtRT 
SAYS: 

*1 Bwangfy io uo nana nd Dobw 
Chyowvpra* to oN my pomm. H haa 
a wWa ranga of long>iann banoT* Pot 
both young and oM.** 


Thg compigtg Hggith food for 
your family 

abur Chy a wmprash la mora than 
Wl km a haoRh lenc—n’a a 
etfipiaaa Mdi food lor 
ivory one m yaw famrly. 

H builda IV ttia radatinca of tio body 
ond protoota N from mfoottona: ft tprioa up 
lha mimetm and hate «n Oia grpwOi of 
Wauoa; it holpa id kAv ubl* Pip protaina 
aiPwbedv; it kaapa yeuoettva and M.of 


Ootw Chyawanpra* ta mamdacbirad in 
fulfv-automated piama by lha woHd'a 


Dabur Chyawanprash- 
your daily ounca of 
provan^ob 

Avurwoda haa afwava 


Ctabur Chyawanpraah haipe lo kaao you 
family haatpiy. 

Mifca Oobur Chyawanpraih a daily 
haani hahil for avoryena In your family. 

Dogg g bopHhy ppraon nood g 

hggith tonio ? 

Par toe n*iy poopio baUava Put a 
healP» tone la moam only for thoao wAo 
ara a*ek. 

The faei ia. Plat a good haalth toMc acta 
aa a piavo nh sa. N can actually bwld up 
Pwibodr'a munanea and kaap you from 
faiNig Ip aaaily. 

A twalih torw iharaloro. should ba 
tahan by ovoryono In iho family. 

yyhv li g ngturgi hggith tonic 
bgttgr? 

ymon you taka vitamins and mmarala m 
PWtf rwturai term. Piav art more taaiiv 
*10 Ibid by Pia body. 

Sacawaa thara am abaolMtalr no 
chamieaia or artiPeial addiHvaa. i natural 
hoaHh tome is oorrpiMily frao Irani aide 
afVacts and ia aafar for ohHdran. 













mews: intermational 



Will the refugees return 
home in '827 


Minattlp: Tl» Tib«tu 

CiBip ii 4fo* witb expectation. 
Hqhto: Iht CuBOM ar« oxpoctod to 
•art iocrot ■ofWriono «vitb tbo Dalai 

fDvoniBOBt'iMxilo OBV dno. 
Tbo pcmMl to hold furtbor taUu wo* 
moved oy tho r«f«M adminMrobea 
•uuMihuo bock. Tm some hot boon 
Mcoptod the Cblsoat. 

But thic u 001 0 curprixint dovoiep* 
QMit. Throo rofuoM ooloforioox. *mo 
went to Tibet dunog 1979 ond 1960 to 
MO th« octua] coBditioot of tholr 
brMhnn under the ChinoM govom' 
meftt'x rule io Tibet, repreeonted ibe 
firtt xtep towerdi breekiog the ice 
betweee ibe top Chineto Uederihip 
end the DeUI Lene which bed Mt 
elnce the yeiv the Oi^ I erne 
left Tibet end eought oeyfum In Indio. 

DeUy in iiertini further ne|et1t» 
Hone for the return of the 47'Tior44d 
OoUi Lome end over 100,000 Tibeton 
refugee^ who followed their epirltiiel 
leader into ladle, perhepe — 
from the feet thet tee teeond refunM 
delegetion wee whieked ewmy by rae 
ChintM from Lheea before it eeuld 
complete itt tour. The seio reeeoo for 
thli WM the emodoBei reecbon te 
croeted emootK Tibeteaa la Lhem ia 
fivour of tbeuelal whkh bad 

led to e atiaor rtet. The CMneee ac* 
cueed tbif delegation of propa^uiai 
tbe Idee of en iadepeadeer ^bat 
which, of ceuree, ^ Chineee dldaT 
relieh. The aeadlag beeb ef the aecoad 
refugee delegetioB led to tbe ceaceUa- 
6oo cd (be fourdi delMirtea from 
Dberameele to Tibet. Further, the 
third refugee dalepNon beaded by 
Dalai Lama*e youageet dmer Un 
Feme Gyalpo, w^ wao tourteg Tibat 
elmuHenaoialy but ia diffaraat^raae, 
when tbe xecead delegatieti vaa 
ordmad ovc af Tibat, geva a damagiqg 


publicly fhe bad rtate of affein ia 
Tlbai and pm the orua blame for it 
on .tbo Gev of Pour. 

The ^cretery General ef the 
QUaese Communet Party at tbai dma, 
'llo Yaobaag, made a tour of Tibet and. 
aaaoi^Ked a au^Aar <d oraarammee. 


both idcmi mtd economic for tbe de- 
valopmeoi of Tibet. Thue be gin e new 
phaee ia t^ policy ef lemency in 
iibet. Aa a ranb of thoM meeiurea, 
the Cbinttt Mopped cbefr prepagaada 
of a Pfoeperoaa Tibet under tbeir ml* 
and became quiet for foOM tune. Thii 
wai done to let tbe dust raised by the 
critidim levelled by the refugee de¬ 
legations Mttle down. Once lois bed 
happened, the Cbtneet started send* 
teg lealera to the Dalai Lama ihroagb 
tbe prate oed radte that tlw ward 
jvUlmg m MytbiBg on nbet for 

PtW ftat’ r rTftffiffrT~~ft^ rfrinr"" 



bts aad tba rafagees* renira, provided 
tbe telki ware held witaio the 
framaeurb of Tibet remaiaiag under 
tbe suaeraiaty ef Chlaa. In shon, the 
Chteew ruled out aity possibility of 
teoattatg iadepaadence to Tibat« 

though b IS Bot.knbwn who the 
mlddlemaa is, tbroutei whom the 
Chinese have eatabUsbed contact with 
tbe refugee adminisintioQ at Etearaai- 
sale, ruamurs afloat io the refugae 
camp, attribeta it to tbe SS-yaar^old 
(^uo Dbuadop, the elder brwher of 
the Dalai Lama, wbo spends bis time 
in Hong Kopg and DirjMlIni. and has 
a Cbintta wuo. Re was tbe foreign 
ID the emigre govemuani of 
the Dalai Laorn in tba rifties and ii 
said 10 bt highly tefluantia) aod re* 
sourctful io uitorTwtioul. aspecially 
Chinese, lifairs 

According to weU-laformed sources, 
cheoces are very bright for nogotia* 
tions batwoen the Dalai Lama mod tba 
Cbinaee and for the return of tba 
Tibetan leader and his foUowars to 
Tibet. Tba cumpuliioos lor tba 
Chinese to have a stebla Tibet endet 
them have arisen due to the presance 
of the RussiaBS in Afghanistan and the 
subtle support thet tbe Ruasteoi are 
maduaUy firteg to the Tibetaa r»> 
rugees. One dliM axpraatJon of tide 
shocked tee Chioait when tbo Dalai 
Imma was tovited to inaufurata tho 
$(h Goaaral Asaamblr of tea Aalao 
Buddhist Conforence for peace; bald 
at Ulaa Eator CMongolia) to 19^. 
Earlier, tba Chinese bad becoam 
aware of tea growing Russlu sym> 
paihles for tha Tlbman rafugM 
through tba ad varsa propaganda in tbe 
Soviet prem and on Radio Moacow te 
favour of tba rafugaas aad against tbe 
Chteeee occupadea ef Tibet 

8e in order to bring about a settle* 
meat oo Tibet wlte tea Date! Lome, 
tee Chlaase are alleged to have been 
aamtlBg praiaurt ea tee Dalai l^aa 
through M United States, aad alee 
aaldag tea hlgb Pontiff to .sm^ away 
from tea RusHanc Though tbe racont 
JulrAumist, 1961) trip of tea Dalai 
Lima to USA was said to be a portly 
ptft****^ cm uadartakea ,to oeUror 
UcRra to middhist Coagragarions te 
rtiMrki. it ia allaged that the RoagM 
oteamisiTidoo ecnvayod tec Unnod 
States* deter# to the Dalai Lama teet 
be should coma to leraa wlte tba 
dlroct^oa teeooa bead, aad 
But amwoeeb iteSR for suppMt, on tea 
otear. 

CompultecPS for tea Dalai Lamb to 
come to a settlement with tba Chiaeaa 
arise out of tbe fact teat the Oiteaee 
policy of teaieacy ia Tibet is having its 
effect It is mwduelly winaing over tbs 
Tlbeteas end if tels policy It geoulaety 
foUowwd by tee Cmeess for Baotber 
decade, it is fe ar ed teat majority of 
tea TIbateM wmdd bo wen ovor by tbe 
fliintii That is one rwasoa why tee 
Petei Lams Is kasa to eoBo to honour* 
able terms for returateg to Tibet and 
am aCT good tanas for a future setup 
te Ttboc aew, eenertally when tee 
fhinnt are also beea to beva him 

























India's lar^ selling typewriter 



Badted by the largest serviM network. 



% D ratt contnet for Hindi 4 CiivM typ tw lttn. 







THEWORLD 


FBI outetimbered I French take 



leneril WillUn Prtadi 
tehk who oho Mid that cho 
Runk« hod ingtned thok 


SmirA wrrurbod 


Tho Ftdortl Buroiu «f to* 
vMtkeo(U)A (FBI) hM boon 
btdiv outnufltborod by tho 
nuinbor of cplM mac into Un- 
itod StovM durini tbo loM 
doctde. Tbii wm diKioMd by 
the Americon atiernoy 


iatoUijnco iairitiM ia tbo 
couAcry The ouabtr of efh* 
cial rtprooMiaihei with hoo* 
tik LBieUifoeco oportUOM ia 
Aaiohca had iacreoKd by 400 
porcoot over du Mot 12 
yoorv Accordira to Mr Smith 
about 000 thtfo ol the SorlM 
bloc diptomatk poneaaot art 
full tiaw bttoUi^iKt off icon. 
ThtM ditcloiurei by the 
oitoraoy B*n«ral art bo* 
Uovtd to bo part of tho 
kaaian adniaiatratioi'i 
attampi to win naprrt for it» 
tvpanaioe pfam for iht Can* 


tvpanaioe piam for iht Can* 
tru InialtiMca AtooeyfCtA) 
Mttd the FIL Mr Beuih howto- 
or mainiaiaad that the ezptO' 
bOA profrtBnat oe tha ia* 
laUiBOMO front would be 
done “without aodanBorinf 
tha riefati of Anorkanr." 


liberties 


Tha FrtBcb National 
Aaaambty haa lowarad the ait 
of fonaam for hoawMaxoal r*> 
latkinaliipt to IS yaar* m tha 
aocialiii admiaUtraTiofi be* 
lievoa that “Maual fraadom 
inchidad boBOMSuality.'* Hm 
L aftisu votad in favour of tho 
chango whila the CaoUiatB 
oppo^ iht move Mying that 
It would eacouraga tha 
rtlaort to taka to bad habita. 
Tha govarnmont howovar 
■aiataiaed that tha law 
would not provide proioctioe 
to thoee Mmoioauali who 
commit indecent acta adainat 
ainon withooi their content. 


US slang 
for China 


An official publlthlng 
houM in Baging nat brought 
out a book u current Amar* 
kan sUngi to help ChinoM 
etudanu maak English ai it is 
done by tae young in Anar* 
lea. The book which costs only 
20 pence is stuffed with collo* 
qu)Bl usages heard in Aner* 
kail streets which no self* 
respecting English teacher 
would dare utter in class A 
'nerd' is a jerk, a *hunk’ is an 
aitracilva nan and 'bumon* 
gous* means enormous. Most 
w the words meJuded are 
thoat which havt sexual aJlu* 
tiona. 


Soviet Muslims support 
Afghan rebels 


I Briefly 


0650,000 UMI No moumlng 


Three Muslim youths be* 
lonung ro Tajikistan in the 
i;59B» recently swam across 
the Claus river separating 
their country from Afghanis* 
lan, to join the Afghan resist¬ 
ance movement. Tha youths 
who were interviewed at an 
insurgent base in a south* 
eastern Afghan province said 
that they would eventually 
return to “liberate our land 
(Russia) from the Kafirs (in* 
fidals) “ Spaiking in Ruasnn 
aod Fani they ciainied that 


*Poor' 

advisor 

Michail Deaver, one of tha 
three closest advisors to 
Ronald Reagani has 
aiusounced that nt will be 
quitting his job next yaer. He 
it fiodtAg it too difficult to 
live in washlngioo os his 
$g0,b62 salary. Said Mr De«v* 
ar recently; “1 made a com* 
ttUtmeot to stay through the 
1982 elections. After that fm 
lobg. 1 have no mooty left. 
We are bving on our saviagi.’* 
Mr Detvar is an expert oo all 
mattera concerning the Preei* 
dent^wven oo the moai sdfac* 
live camera angles durtag 
televiiioft speeches His dec^ 
aioo to leave has come as a 
sartoui blow to Mr R ee gan . 


they had not been able to 
carry any documents to eaub* 
Ush their identity since they 
had to swim across the Oaui. 
Tbm wore studying together 
in the same vocational school 
when they decided to fight lor 
the Afghans. “We wonted to 
see snd join obr Muslim 
brothers," said one of them, 
tha Zthyear^ld Abdul Chant 
Thin were produced It a news 
confcreace by the Afghan re* 
bels along with thi^ cap 
tured Soviet soldiers. 


Number 


game 


On Mcedayt, Wednesdays 
aad Fridays ooly tboea prv 
vale can «Akh have even* 
numbered regisintwo plates 
can pb in Naples; the other 
days of the wew are r eser ved 
for cars with odd«uabcred 
regiatmloa plates. This new 
legislerioe has been made by 
(go prefect id Nivlet chy hi e 
desperate bid m mire traffic 
prnnlams Old egrt with the 
Sight* type of reghDaske 
antes are new ii ^eu do* 
mead as Neepe l itens who 
weal to use their cars 
threu^eot the week are frass* 
(kelly mar^Mg for cars wHh 
both evto asd odd rogktre* 
tka Bumbars. 


Howard Huni (6i) who was 
jailed as • Wsttraate conipir* 
ater. will receive MSO.OOO as 
libel damages from a 
Washington basod political 
organisation Liberty Lobby. A 
fonaer CIA agent. Mr Hunt 
had sued Liberty Lobby for an 
ani^ headlined "CIA to nail 
Hunt for Kennedy kUllM” 
wluch appeared in the weekly 
aewspapM of the orgaaiM* 
tioA. Tlie article was written 
by a former CIA agent. 

National 

laxlnesi 

Rgypuans spend only four 
porceat of (heir time working 
and 44 percent sleaping, 
These figures indicating 
natkoa] laBaess were arrived 
•I recently at a Cairo maMge* 
meet seminar. 

Arrests 

contiiuie 

la a ausxivc hum for cx* 
tremisn the new Egyptian 
government has afresiod 
2.500 peopla. Tliis is in addi¬ 
tion to (be 1,600 opposicion 
esd TcliBoui ex* 
treasms arrested 6y Bedat 
juK before he wee esea«ln* 
aied. Justifying the large 
number of racem ■rrestt, the 
CgypUaa interior minister 
claime that the numbar Is aoi 
large whoa "comperod with 
Iht Man (bey had In mlhd 
whkh aimad ei turaiag Egypt 
toco mote Lebttcm or iru.* 


Albania has decided nor to 
mourn the doeih of in Prime 
Minister, Mebmet Shehu who 
commitiM suicide recently 
during s M^ous breakdown. 
Suicide is considered a dis* 
gnceful act in this communist 
state which banned religion 
and cloned down churches 
•nd mosouei after World War 
n. Tho Albanian national flag 
flew at fulk mast after Mr 
Shehu’i death. 

Brezhnov 
will stay 



President Leonid Breihnev 
who turned 75 on 19 Decem¬ 
ber. Ui his birthday message 
made it clear that he wQi 
coBClnue as Presidansas kwg 
as his health permits him. Re 
also sought to persuade the 
western readers that bis coun¬ 
try want! peace. Mr Breihnev 
aleo made it known that when 
he hands over power there 
would tkot be any change In 
the Soviet foreign pollcv. 
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u/bAuMA XAirlModj 
X& «Ad ShtkhMf Kspoof 
hive both jus< got nurried. 
Shekhv h«d an arrang^ 
narrufe and wenr to Rajas* 
than for his honeynooa. 
KuJbhusan fell in tore with 
a girl from Poona As for his 
hMeymoon. he doesn't be* 
here in U Styi he; *Shoot* 
iAg is honeymoon for me. * 
Let vs hope the bride agrees 
with him. 



iidbhyihen; shonr/nc honeymoon 

W hy can't ouf directors 
lake comedy more 
aeriouily^" asks a per- 
turbed RaeAesh Beds of Ek 
Dut^a Kt ifiye and ChesA* 
me Mddo^fame. "From 
the days of JUiendrinarh, 
our comedians are stuck'on 
the same style and ect siUy. 
A fat person is not neces* 
svUy a tilly person. Why 
canoot otirTilnu give 
some character traits?" 
wtils the actor. 

ftTyoonvn is a funny girl. 

mT When she is on out¬ 
door shooting, she behsres 
like IV girlfriend and nap 
me with: 1>on'i smoke, 
don't drink.' However, when 
we return to Bonbev, she 
suddenly turns iadicferent. 
No negging. no phone 
calls complained Kumar 
Gaurav to a group of 
friends, Kumar was driving 
down Pali Hill when his 
friends cnlled him over from 
abakany« inviting bun to 
join cbem for a drink. He 
duly obliged nnd in a week 
moiMBt spilled his inner 
mestchou^ts 




Serika hire tad fire tamrcs 

T ooks like Snriia's 
X^moiber has found her* 
Mil a job. For the third time 
daughter Sanka has firad 
bar aocret^. So lift JCamo- 
fa Thakur is diiging mm her 
daughter’i lirriored diary 
Thu cnenna, even if aim 
wants to> Serika may not be 
aNe to fire har mother. But. 
pertigpe, she wlU not aned 
to: ef ter all one of the 
reasons Zeeeer has re- 
moined succoaaful for so 
many yean is becaum of 
her mother. Mrs tfeiac the 
most effkimt. dlmipliaed 
and conecientfotm socrecary 
in the world. 

K amafabaM/i is eboui to 
have yet enother com* 
petitor in the Hindi film 
industry: Jti^niJraar. Rajni 
will be making has debut in 
Bombay with the Hindi var* 
Sion of the Telugu film Char 
ram/ki Jfai/u Lovv. The film 
will be produced by A. Roor- 
nachandra—the pmucer of 
Ek Hi Bboci and Maag 
BAaro 5e/ana—aod djracted 
by 7. XaiDorao. ffcma Malt- 
nj u slated to act opposite 
Rajmkant. Amfrau Back- 
cfNur has bean Included in 
the cast too. _ 

Pmarn; nigging fneird 


W hy is Shabew Aim/ 
such 4 prude? On the 
sets of AsAaoQ. Panvan. 
Zoenerand Shebaaa bad to 
do a iavTij dance, tvhkb re* 
quirad each of the nan to 
wear a nine yard long 
Waharashtmo sari. Wbile 
Zoenac aad Parvean prefer¬ 
red to wear oyloa mm m 
they muld DOS look fat and 
out of proponkm, Shabant 
iasisted oo wearing the nine 
-yard cotton sari. ” gm you 
will look fanet than the 
others.* waraod her dress' 
man. "Never nund. I will not 
get the feel of the Jevn^ if I 
wear a nylon sari. *caM the 
reply. 

actor hm crossed forty and 
is petting fhomighted. Re 
suit, ha mteo passes those 
he knows ratbor wcU with* 
eut as much as a *heUo.* 
Naturally, people are cut up 
about being Ignored by Ra- 
ytsh. Looks like it's hi^ 
Rjjesh got his eyes 
checked and got himself a 
pair of glasses so that mis* 
understandings can be 
avoided. 




SAtbaaa Armi.' < prvda? 

Tt began wirb the marriage 
Xof SumjiAn and Ravi 
K*tm$e. The cue was taken 
up by Ra ja Rama/i and 
CAaJcrapMni And that is nut 
all The grapevine has it 
that RadAika and Frartp 
F^mAm, BAankar and Ambi- 
ka. Ravindraa and l^sAii 
RatAi Drvf and a business* 
man are getting reedy for 
the nuptials So. with I9ft2 
as the year of weddings, 
1983 will mbabiy be the 
year of babies lit (he in* 
duHry. 

TtyamtUm turned 21 and 
J the occasion called for a 
^lebration. So a parry was 
thrown at the New Wood¬ 
lands Hotels and there was 
much singing and dancing. 
Jayamalinl took the oppor¬ 
tunity to wear almost all her 
jeweUery: she looked 
gorgeous and was worth 
over Rs two lakhs thet 
evening. 


RMjmb: $oin/t myopsc 

M » & Serfiyu is having 
problems findiim a 
diadibutor for his film tan. 
Apparently, distributors are 
not wiUlE« to get ibv^ved 
with cbe cootroversia] film 
which is a ertthlng indict¬ 
ment of the country's poU- 
tk^ayttea. 

et S| 

R a;iiiA«iraad JCamekAa- 
see may be arch rivals, 
but the rumour that they 

bate each ether et e p ers oo- 
al level has bee n diamoved 
byRajoikeat hineeu. Hav* 
watched Kaanlahasaa's 
derioraance is Ek Duujt 
ae iiye, Rajni was full of 
praise sad went ri^t ahead 
and coafratulatedKamal oa 
hfes CTceTleni aarformanca. 



Rib; aiun ir /he word 

T ill today, Ran* bps sot 
spoken a word 00 
screen. Her Teiucii films 
were dubbed, end undaratm 
nd ably so* But the Punjabi 

K rl's voice had to be dub* 
id even for CJrDuuJe Re 
lire 















fids dridia 



MANGALORE; IndiVs UrtK buffilo 
nc4 eoum will be iniugureied by the 
KarnKftki chief miniiter Mr R. Gundu 
Rjo it Midir an inferior rillafte about 
30 kn from here on 16 January Mr K. 
Gan^dhar minister of state for in* 
formation and youth aervicet Mid bare. 
Mr Gajifadher lold newimen that the 
Ra five*lakh rtadium wu bein#; built on 
a threo'hectare plot—i/idfeo Express 
(K. C. KriahnidaSi Bacifalore) 

CHALAKUDY (KeraUl: Like a miracle 
man, an office out here has been |iTm« 
out what it hai not fot, The office of the 
KSEB (Kerala State ElMCricUy Board) 
aaaiatant executive engineer at Kan- 
nankuihy was Mt up ten years efo but 
electricity is yet to peep into it. Use 
etnplt^ees of this office have been 
fumbling in the dark to liKhi the lights 
around while their share m light comes 
from a few kerosene lamps. It is all the 
mure ironic that the powerless office Is 
in the VettiUppara panchayat which is 
the home of roringaikuthu and Sholar 
hydel projects. Also the inresiigaHon 
work on the proposed AthirappUly 
hydel project is done by tbii office. The 
public health department here uses a 
generator to maintain the panchayat 
water supply schame^/mfjin Express 
(P. R. Penikar. Trichur, Kerala). 
AMRITSAR: A lady leadw bit her 
next door ca*teachcr, in e domestic 
quarrel last week and allagedly re¬ 
moved a portioa of her left ear ak^ 
with the golden ring. The Chattiwino 
Gate Police Staboo baa rtfiatered a 
case and taken possession « the eer 
portion.—Ainjab Mul (S. M. Mehta, 
Cha^igarh). 

KURNOOL: A young woman accused in 
4 murder case was remanded to the 
Kurnool su^jail by the district sessions 
Judge Mr D.j Jagannadha Raju, for 
refusing to appear dressed before the 
court. Mangamma Arva normally does 
not wear any clothes and she was 
brou^t by her advocate in a car for her 
first appearatwe before the sessions 
court. She is said to po ss e sa miraculous 
powers. Just before the woman was due 
to eppev in the dock, her advocate 
informed the court that ihe naked 
woman was insisting thai ahe would 
appear before the coun ooly unclocbad. 
But the^oun refused to accept this and 
ordered fhai she be brought to the coun 
room properly t;overed. But the woman 
rafua^ to do so—ifindu (Kamala Seeth. 
aram, Madrasi. 


RAJKOT A rare gesture of donating 
eyes after death was shown by a hand¬ 
icapped youth who committed suicide 
by settii^ hunself on fire at Morapa 
village in Amreli diMrici. According to a 
report reaching here, lB*yaar*old 
Suryakant Pandya, whose legs were pa¬ 
ralysed siTKe childhood, eno^ his Jne 
hut donated his eyes to an eye bank by a 
last letter. The eye balls, which be bad 
protected with hands, were removed by 
an aye surgeon and rushed to the Netra 
Rakihe Trust, a voluntary ortthisatioA 
for the resroratiun of eye'SigbL in 9xt- 
feci condition, the report edde^indj. 
an Express (Mrs R. P. Rebello, Ra* 
jahnundrv i 

RAJKOT: The Rajkot have reg* 
iKiercd a case agamsi a police pa^ for 
allegedly helping a nottwious mminal 
eu.ape frum police custody. Rajkot dis 
trill superintendent of police K. R. 
Kaushik said thei the criminal Salim 
.lasubha (2Sl who was a lerror in the 
Jetpur and junagadu areas cd Sauraa< 
ira, cscaiwd with the help of the police 
party which had taken him to a court at 
Condal, about Ml km from here, from 
the Rajkot central jail on December. 
According to Mr Kaushik. the police, 
party eacogtmg waa lured by a 

“gay pany" onered by him. They took 
him tv Jetpur. an oui*m*itiuie pwt. At 
Jetpux. the cnminal to^ ibo pany to, 
his nouse and eKaped through the beck 
door keeping his escoru waltine in ibe 
front room—Deccan Harahl (mkash 
Deshpande, Belgaum, Karnataka). 

NEW DELHI: World's highcat boapital 
infection has been reported from Kan* 
pur's CSIE Maternity Hosi^taJ when 96 
out of 100 perms developed iafectioQ 
by just staying in the beds, a study bas 
revealed, normal boapital iofectMO rate 
is S to 15 percent. Pra R. K. Cupca of 
Kanpur Medical College, whtf nalyaed 
the air in the wards of four Kanpur 
bospitaU, found that air In all the hes* 
pitals "was heavily loaded with 
pathogenic and noA.paihQnenk bactar* 
la.” MBt i70 caaee adaunod in the 


IVliSifuit 


You creured a Joi of trouble before 
coming here. But let me welcome 
yrm and your team—Indira Gandhi 
to Ceoff Boycott 

If you want tu keep the duors of 
Parliamem open to people like me, 
ihen provide us with better facill. 
lies—Manoranjan Bhakca, Congres- 
sflj MP in Parliament, arguing for 
more pay and perks 

I bava never rallad wires in my 
career-P. S. Bhindtr, Mter being 
removed from the poet of Delhi 
police commissioner 

Util is a govemmant of democrats, 
iciierested in the welfira of the 
people and enjoying their over 
whelming supp^—K. Karunakar* 
UD. new CongreiefI) chief minister 
of Kerala 

I am not terribb ar home with the 
upper classes...! think the others 
(lower clesset) are the real Indi* 
ana—Indira Gandhi 

1 will conthbuta my huablt share 
in upholding the honour and dlgni* 
ty M the nation by aerving the 
cause of the poor, pf heneatly Im* 

E lementing tM dlremvts flveo by 
Irs (>andni. at the acknowledgad 
leader, from time to Hne A. R. 
Antulay 


« of Antulai 
ib Weekend] 


This was the year of Antulay^ 
George Femanoes ib Weekend Re* 
view 

The courageous little electrician 
from Gdansk stood out not only as 
ebe heart and aou) of Poland’s bet* 
lie with a c^rupt coamuniat reg 
ina, but as an intemarloDel symbol 
of the stniggl# for freedom and 
dignity—rime on Lech Waieaa 


for microbial 


wards ware Invasiiga^ for microbial 
diseases acquired during their bogpital 
say and tlw study revealed that the 
bo^ical--acquired infection was 96 per 
cent In the D5IE. which was the highM. 
—runes o/ India (IL Husaain, Gaya). 

GURA7ALA: When theives break into 
the bouses of policemen, it causes a stir 
and embeiraaes die law-enforcen. Ibis 
happened here recently when beavies 
of the light-fingered gentry visited five 
residential quarters of poUceraen and 
made off with what they could lay their 
hands upun. It seems that the men of the 
hvuBoe were away.—nviag pruieciton to 
Other homes and beat hearths. The 

K irters an* nearby to the resideoces qf 
circle inspector, tbe sub-inspector 
and the magistrale. which were left 
untouched bv the unwelcome visitors. 
Of course, this has left the average 
||ers«in duset^lndian Express (R F. Re* 



Some of Vishwaaath's cutting and 
Mancmg <in the Delhi Test) could 
have been bou^l by bd art gal. 
iery—Prank Keating in The Guar¬ 
dian 

1 am foiuto say that they (Sollder- 
ityl anoula have raalised that they 
wer e asking for tbe one thing (right 
to vote) that a Communist govern* 
meoi cannot allow—Ronald 
Raegan 















































In National Construction 

CHUNAR 

CEMENT 

makes the Scene 

... .because it is 
better than the best 




Oiutiir C«tmnt can 
compared with tb« beat 
quail ry cwmqnt from any 
of ibt world. Produewd 
10 Aala't and moat 

aopblaticaiad plant with a 
eopacUy of om lakh baqa 
pwday. 

Undoubted ly. when endu* 
rloq eonatruciioiu lEk» 
roadt, bridqaf ahd 
buildiOQa are required. 
Chunar Cemeal can make 
ail the dlfftreoce. 







Buildina up solid foundations for 
national prosperity 


U.P. STATE CBMENT 
CORPORATION LTD. 

<AU« OwM unMMn*. R«ed. OtfMa: CHURK Dim. Mirz*pur (U.P.) 
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SufuMyuvdlt Banning 17 January 



«MK ahMd dots nof prenHM 
10 bt oMulviv fMvMo. 
Utmost ctuflon on your 
mty htip you Id setvt Mfm oi 


ICB (II Mink .14 9t0mim 

.An tietlinl atsk tof low mf 
Sn^rtmooitl sHtsnets.* foe 
L taM Mwri in sAsn of iw 
>M«>t tfo net bt wvitM If 


yois probIsms. Eitrctst ltd doting «flh fotv POTOt p>opBiii M 

yotf tmptoytrs tt)d sidtrs r» tht f«nlly, Vtu MM tvt oti of menOy Mi wtplc 
Butintotfritn wH bt rtourtd lo pty mm- bonotitg tnd do not bt aWiWtnsd M 
lion tointrrilnuMsidtuAt of your work. Do OMO of your pMnt ctnnoi bo InviomsNM 
not MM umtoossory nws. CMck oibivf Vm wmk btemm of Mt ot funds. Corv 
gtnet. TM httOh of Mnilly mtinbtrs nttd ydur ontfvir tnd tvoH mmf dtep 

ID bt wtiehtd. dstd dMc u, i» tnd 20 . boro on in hmuim. Wistfi yeu» nttftt. 
M MHnbirK S. 6 tnd 0. FMtriHi MiMc ie.2l tnda UttpMtaiKa, 
M(K Etsi. S ind 7. Fiiitnilt dbodMt; Monrutstl. 


ByAMRlTLAL 


umtmm ninnr 
c^\ 1< JMwy) A vtry towoursbM 

QA\]<^«ooi( *01 businotsintn, 
Howtwtr, M wtth you t^ 
imjBCn rtQuiftd Id bi porticuitriy 
omoM whit MBing yevr tecourls. Qo 
thtid wflh your pMnt tnd do rw htMdt lo 
MM bold dtcMont. You htvt sn tncfintflon 
OfMMng work pMsi,* fntnds and rtit* 
IM wM M(T) CM « bt otrttcuMfty htipM. 
^Malcf) your nttW. niM M tMily good wtfk 
tor nminoo. M «Mr it. 2i tnd 9. 
Iftoy tMtosfc I. 4 wd 8 FtntrMt dMf 
Mt: 8oUh. 


r7r^~] TiUfigs (18 M8|h-14 JiMl 
wtthprorWsts lo bt wry 
yr>^* }^ lucfcy tor you. tt you srs In 
1 j /T i^^PMmtts.donothftoMiaao 
U4f"tfVr1tnttd ««> yoM dot* tnd 
comrtett. Tbott nn SKVtot. your profteM 
tnd pitns trt Hksty to bt rtctbtd Mw- 
tbiy by thott to suthorKy. A stent tasocis 
ton will htto you tgrtttdtto.TTitaomsMto 
front too, wM oott no probtoms SpocUtton 
trtd gtmbton, tots to t wttk tor you. 
Wlndtill g«ns srt In iht ofltog. 8tM 48MK 
18. 20 tnd 22. Lttby MnMtto: 1 . 4 tnd 8 . 
Fntsrsbls dMdltti North. 


ttWM HI Jtt^14 Mr) Bt- 

(w!^T wtrt dl phtfftotn of.Vit oppo- 
^ y? ^Q tlto sti. thto wttk,’* • Mdci 
Py ^.jrd to tn tnd 

^ ^^'^Otutong you t 9ttl dttl of 
ditints. UwMrts trt tostly to otutt you 
toms trxtoty. SptcuMlIon wN not ylsto 
ftvourtbto rtsuRs. Butmtstmtn nil 
tnisr into tRrtciivt dttls. For thott in 
ttrylct. Ihto Is t hicky wtth, your tflortt wB 
mttr with sucetts. A orornoMon to riot 
unNhsly 8ttd Mn; 19, M snd 23.1«bp 
mOirt: 2. 5 tnd 8. FtntnMi •tiBiii: 
South. 


VWBOHIIlMMii llptto- 
ltd Iff stMi tnd gtntoton. 

J»L. mtM tnonty «Mt toch tovtott 
Cys/f ^)on you Ptto wttit Th« to t 
\\^A htosh to itodsiMM nshy vtn> 
lurtt m0 Miigtftotori. Tht domstle bont 
mty pott tomt prOblsms Ml woth t 
ptnon etott to you to *Mly to ctitot you b 
Omt dttl of trtosfy Itowimsf. t ntwiy 
doqMrtd Mtnd B goftg e bt ttir tmtiy 


you Mfooms tod WUbMs M hcrnt Bttf 
4Mtt 11.20*«to 22. M itotoMn: 3.4 Mto 
7 Ftsiinlto gitodit Norto 


^^^^^bsr) kW rctodt wtoen on 
p=M?p=ayour purtt tdtogs tor not tl it 
unt g> tit Intnctol front For 
tot protottlonito toto Is t ludey 
wOtk: your tflortiiMintotl yPto ouMMndtoQ 
tueettt. Do not yitto to your ynpuMfii 
natirt snd rtfnto tom HMng Mtly dscl- 
Stont. A asertt mtbsr wto progrtts tnd 
bsntM you to tcpnt stosm A wad o( 
oauiont bt on your guard tor your anamlaa 
trt Old to tMto dtos pound of Utah ton 
wa*. BHd dMM: 20. 2i tnd 22. UtoH 
■MltoCStndd MpM IHste SoMh. 


S CANCa (11 Mm.14 AMM r?S^ 8C0WW0(IHlPMtot» 14ftt- 
An total wtth tor rctntrMto nailMlAkicfcywMktortootd 

vtntorti. Tht HtndaNp to- M itrrtot. Howtw, 80 noi 

otnoy ddvtooptd wRh a mam- dtvtow rnttoodt whan 

bar of Iht oppoaM tax may gsting vtoh your cotosgust. 

blottom tito I wondtrfui romtnet ^ tot TtMin ilif-Q ir rr^ ‘-*—‘ 

tnd of this wtth. Thto to a wtth of chtngtt. ^tocMy. Ntw hwoMtrtonis wl ytoW good 
Lat your iitojiui bt ymir guidt. Tact and fm*$. HoMovtMumouto etrtttd around 8 
couridous Dtfwvtour «« onabto you to «« fsrntoa toand «• eauat you aonto antoaty. 
WtpraiaaoiihoatohomafMr. P robiamton piMaaaman mo adtosad to faMaa c»u- 
tot domtato hoto may bo daat wito pad- BonwfManMWgtotoiiaii flttoiVWatoyour 
tnot. Kttp a watch cn tot htattvof abi- haalto. Not a good «oah tor rorrtonot. Biad 
dton. 8aad HMt 18. 18 ano 22. Mr dMto: 17.18 tfto 22. MmM 4.8 arri 
aaaMeand d.FtaamMt iiatolM bNm ft. 8. fartoitoli Mfintoa East 


M lanrtot. Howaav. 80 nol 
dtvtow madtoda itoan 
da^ Vito your coMmum* 
MUtori toWtog to prepany wB bt aohrtd 
vntoatfy. Now h u ttowar to wB ylaW good 
roaiAls. Ho««vtr« nimouto eanirtd around a 
tomato toand Hi eauat you aomt a nto aty 
Dutonataman art advtoadto a t ar to aa Ctou- 


iSETCd 


P^<z ^CAFBICOM (II toaiary-n 

Faranto, tNa waah 
K QV^Safifi'an wiM ba a aouroa of |oy. 
I a ^^to -^Thaif aeadamie and oo- 
u^KL^cufrioutov actMttaa wM maM 
you vary proud of toam, Howawr. tot 
domaaac front may not ba aitogatoar paico ' 
M: tot haMh' of your apouao to Hhtiy to 
oauaa you d graaf deal of antoaty. Kaap an 
ayton too haoHh of tototoor mamoara of 
your fantoy. Oo nol ba dtohtartantd: a tottor 
wBbnnpyouQoodntwa.Baatfdtow: 17.19 
and21 My naatoan; 4.8 and 7. f a naat a dli 
MtoK €bat 

SZOMf^AOUAMdl (It Ft|rMry.14 
Itoni) Thto to not a good waak 
for matorp ehangta. Uva and 
domaade aftoirt art nol wan 
^'^'^algniitod; aomtona etoaa to 
you to Btoiy to oouao you aema probtoma. A 
word of adwKto' do not ardor into an wgu* 
mart wth tooat in authority or quarM wlih 
an aaacciaii. A fair mtatura of lu c oa to Bin 
•tort for tooaa In aarvioo. orovidad you 
wttmvm oaudon and toet to your daaitoga. 
Buainaai portoora ahoufd M hapi to g^ 

humour. 9tad dMa: 2r 22 and 23 M 

MaM land 8.Foaa*raMa ibato H a; Noiiiv 

» n8Cll (II Baial 14 ApfHI 
Watoh out. aaptctoliy if you 
art in aarvtot: you ara Bttly to 
faoa aoma cppoaiion at work 
tola waah dorna of iha prob- 
lama toot hava boon ptogtong you for quit 
iotna Vma may ba aohrad. tM you wM adl 
lica obatoctoa and htodrancaa. Oppoaf U bn 
from wi aidady parson of ihi QppoM aw to 
gotog to boubto you tor a whia. Oo not bt 
daintetd; Ma to an axoaUant wtth for 
mrmva. fiaad OMito 22 and 23 M 
Mom: 3. 8 ind 8. f ii—tola IMcImb: 
Norto and Wtat. 


Par total ban Maat Tf JM«ni Ail H FaMaary: Moai oF you art 

hardwcKWfig and poaaaaa iha pamavacanoa to oaa maaara to hand 
towu^. CapitoomtonauiitoiydOBCtaieptBtoayhayaBniahadttol 
work. Thto ptrsavaivtoa to i <toaiaeiarto8e aaA: moat of you tolt 
iWa. Baoauaa of your fortongM parionalty. paepto dto aBraetod to 
you. Veu art > td oonUois rf . sserstoa and trdtrprtoina. Uoti 
Caprioomlarto gam bom aapoMaea. YSBUwtn ganaiMy hooaat. 
afmpit. aiudlous and tvtr halpf u f. ItoMuar. you Mnd to ba wry 
vtodkAw «4Mn you art dacatoad. 

Moat of you art amoienaly Mbit. BuL ragardtog mtoMra of tot 


haart. you Mrpd to owr raao. But toto Mould not wany you tor you 
an not bno«A to puMtoMa yeuc amoien a : but Map A under iwapa 
Inaiaad. A Dvd of aduica for ad pma- sdiana w r you faal unduly 
uouDMd amoHohaly «y to Rbm youraalf rwibtotod muato 
mm/um and aotog. Your iMlpfutoaoi ibwarda frtandi to never 
rtOtid tnd Stot to ptrhapt tnt of tot mttena why Ctprtoomtorw 
haw fa* fttondi, Moto of .ygu.art lavountot of your rttofivta 
aMouM toary of you land la heap youraaff tooiMafl You art 
taa pO T toW a and pa p andMto and ntwr twtr from your prprrttaa. 
CipnoorMM adl do wal I toty araar whM or ahadts o( Hut. 























Instead of regrets, 
may we suggest prevention. 


nv aOM 3,500 cores or 
aoods Mve to be written off due to 
poor oackayn^ m(shMlin& 
•niproper siCM end careless 
transportaoon True, you can set your 
compensation trroush insurance But 
even insurance camot make 9000 
other vital rectors Oan^ged 
equipment and material tike Dme » 
replace Vour stsndng m Ehe meffKt, 
yotv cedibMry and soodwifl 9d 


ThesadpartofeaVftthai c«^ 
dsso are Prcventabte They can 
foreseen ana their ownagr potential 
mimmeed 

Make LOSS tteverpona way of t<re Ai 
home, on the road, at the vvorkpiace 
We.«LM. are committed to the 
prei^rtion and rnirwnoation oT 
But we can only offer our help Vou 
iHstact 


Prevent lossa^ promote prosperity. 



ttwiM.iPais 
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5 . Mrt Am hmM tounM (ht 

Horn* Aul» Lmom* '^ *** ** 

4. Whtl4iti4Q4mnt«inlQrHHir‘4 
MvoQiii *M SoMlon'? 


’fiunoqpua '9 
gmuMUMAO 4W UWMM *UMAA 
mm 4MI J40un yoiM i fO mitii 
«9ipu|X«Bi«M*|ipiUJ|i4««)i 'O 
•Onuiu. PM4 0UW6-«iMU |0 MfUM 

•MO •« M Mm Buourv Zl > 
•iMiidw M mip 
Wl MMWi i ‘Amfiuo t 

AOOIOmAUi 

U^piq U| MAMII JO tfjMS |0 MWPOMO 
«MI put UM «0 BUM IW M MM 
Mu>Mpi0O«Ml'O|4nujJOIM6«u 7 

mi om « MMM JiuliM mmp 

■Art worn M i Mdirfoiq otm'V *l 
































































The laboratory of the future 


TATMt t» put • Ubcmerr of jadw bpA iato o tub*. 

VY Mkodfle iMSUAnts oa to a Ibo wnBadrintei tOkam 9^ Tho epamlat^ftodplo of ib* do* 
w«Sr of aUcoo? pItM «aQ>«otobUsM rbip^obiag vko U anpk. A tiay mpio of ^ 

ouck • dmlevMai a Ml for ttchak^am. riMlf*! otehuu oro aii^d gun you woot to tnatno k 
of!. Thn on tlro^ nlai orkho of ond » oealpt ibo aikoa to * pboto> puspod iate on* ond of tho coDod 
cbMokoJ ocehtag 10 oealpcuro tato au* ■ugbkobfndoAMdftfMra. Jig^ tflkoa tuba. Ai it mooli down tbo 
OM dovkM ii nriod oo mmIoo to aw duukolo uwd tarn vou no cw cpirol, Oo nwpli graduoUr aopontoo 
oqikirt tok, tatkol dlffrooka ^odigA tteoa «y OroodteoMMol obogo. totoloeflnpcwMttMOAmeiiconbo 
bonowron ood oiocawk grouon UlsoMflMwotlnwkiodnstifiof dotoctod on by oa* 01 tboy omrgo 
p^ogoa Mwo a Oa won muani gropmoi frooi dw otbir 0^ of tbo tiba. 

A kador ta Ok fMd of akro* of aikna.iQkaBboiia7«al*gralB*i bt oi^ la tho akraaochkalag of 

It Callforala't Sttaford ratbor bha «aod» k oaa ba oufor to iflkoi k aot coaHiwd to ocodme 
Yfokonky. la io aea paoaeya work la oat dkaccka tkia MOtka. labanterkoi. Caopaakoi Ulw Eadavco, 
abkvaaOBt a data, tba laa f ord ta crykgamaon(kaflaiUa|k Roa*7«*ll. Kulita Saakaaductor, 
poBf bao put aoot of tko aacbaaka 0 ckroaaioaiga oa a a aliooa miof. IdotoroU. Natloaal Baakonductor, 
of a gti cbroaattpagk aa 10 o rilkoa tko tn af on graup facad a pankular tad Tmtu laamiBaao ia tba UnltM 
uaforoalyScaoacroiaCnctooaato prolliw. Moot of tko kakato pte Sum oad UaBan ia Burtm ban 
^pka, uoad for oBaWag vapaarA mik of web m la a ma w t hai to do bow mlpaiig davkao coo. DM bao 

or* ceaaoB bwmaoo ta tkoBOy Umt kag oad cMa a bo ofloeOvt a oopw- boaa uai^ t oiaUar toehnkud to 

on vary bulky, coataklng • m of adM ibtjwoo ibo latuowoat boo to nako rory tktai boom of tiUcoa dioa- 
ktrkaio awtaf ptpoworb. aaamatfcogiw^iahadibapnbkai Ido for oaa ia iwltcboo aad optical 

Fully atioaiolod. tbo iiaaford by doeidlag to cad tbo pk t u a rk 10 raAocton. 
poup*! dovko k coiipMldvo vltb la* wro paca I f i crota a cb i idn g of tUkoa laioroici 

itniaoati 20 liaoi In dao. li k ako tn oagkaoon i ttb if oa to tbo vofv tbo chip nwpamot bacauw coavan- 
voTMtUi oad robtHA lataad^ to bo a tortuouo fpiral rbaaaol a awr* M Ooaal oUp okemnkt caa bo put oa 
oquaUy at boao oe opaw probw or ia admodaopiadlOOaicnBa widoCa ibo aaa pioca of lUkon la tht pnK 
dowa to-oarth appliwtlgaa Uho tbo akron k a ■illkatb of a owm). Tbay caaa. Iba auiniaga of daetrwka aad 
monitoring of cmk guaa. Tbt poup tbaa coatad tba cbwaal wkb a ipadal Bdcromacbialng will product oap o a w 
hopoa oviBtuallT to product 1 ckro> gai wioctlTa polywor. FiaaUy, Aoy ly offklau dorkoc. 

matogroph laali oaougb to fit oa a toakd it off wnb a ^aw alldo to tura it gy owganMnr oah Tbo Ecoaomu 




















DELHI DIARY 


RAJASTHAN CADRE COUP IN DELHI ADMINISTRATI 


THERE been e Rejenhini 
iikeover of the Delhi edainiscre* 
(ion. The controvereiel mUco cob* 
nissioner, Mr PriliiD »ia|b BhJa* 
der. hid to bow out of «<ke on 
Chrisimei eve, beeeuse (be jovttii* 
ment decided that in the inigbiini 
between U Governor Si^ Kburene 
end Mr Bhinder, Mr Khurene wat 
light. The new poUce cominmiofi* 
er, Mr Bajrang Lai, ie froB (be 
Rajasthan cadre Md has been per* 
ionally selected for the poet bf Mr 
Khurana, who was a Rajauhan 
cadre IAS officer till has rerirenent 
a few years back. Aod so is the 

f resent union home secretary, Mr 
.N. Chaturvedi. The depemire of 
Mr Rhinder is also viewed by many 


KERALA 
CONGRESS 
—MARK III _ 

KERALA'S Mr A.K. Antony hu 
coffie full circle. Around 17 yeers 
ago, when there was a revolt in the 
Congress unit Id Kerala againat the 
offi^el line of (ho then AiCC presi* 
dent, Mr K. Kimaraj, Mr Antony 
was one of the princiMl lieuianann 
of the AICC cnief. the result was 
(hat the diseideais had to leave the 


4 



Though Uiadtr was unpopular 
with IPS officetHtba way in which 
be was removed has rasaad a B!^l^ 
ttur of diaapproval among them. 
The central •ovommem hat baen 
transfern^ officers out of key Jobs 
without fi^iiv suitable peeHngs 
for them, which forces the effkars 
40 go on indeflBite leave. In Augoat, 
three ieeretary*l«vtl IAS officers, 
Mr S. Sam adder, Mr ILP.A. Menon 
andMr A.B. Malik, ware posted out 
of the central seeiwaritt. TUI the 
time of writing no poets have been 
found for them, fm Mr Bhin^ 
has joiftod (hM. 


Khurana ieedi BajatthenJ 


CENTRAL TUt BECOMING APOLITICAL 


THE central trade uniooa are In a 
quandary. Their preoccupation 
with ocortomism has producw the 
inevitable result: they are unable 
to Bobitise the workers on political 
issuti vital to (mdf union interests. 
They could organiee a aasi rally 
outside Parliament House egainst 
the Esseetial Service s Maintenence 
Aa only on 23 November, whereas 
(he law was promulgated in July. 
Now. wheUser the p roposed *Bhar> 
at’bendh" on 19 Jaouery will at aU 


come off has be. 
trade union lea 


betua 

leaden 


to worry the 
Among the 



trade uawn leadan. Among the 
government employees, both the 
reilway and poets and telegraphs 
unions have refused to join the 
strike. Only the Defence Em* 
ployeei' Federation has. so far, re¬ 
sponded favourably (o the call. But 
they too are in two minds due to the 
railwan and posts and telegraphs 
unioos^ stand. Apparently trade un* 
ions are slowly discarding their 
past politkal rme. 


INFLATION HITS PARUAMENT HOUSE 


DURING a diacuasieo on the phee 
index in the Lok Sabha, fiMOce 
minister R. Venkataramaa was 
deenbowied by the argument of Mr 
D.P. Yadav of the CoogressiE)*. Mr 
Venkaiaramen was seying that 
there hed been no alerming rise In 
the price index. He told die oppoti* 
tioo, ‘When it comes to discussing 
daeraam aliowenca. you betieve my 
statiitia. On other eccasioos you 


don't believe me.* Mr D.P.Yadav 
promptly fired a sllvo. He told the 
minister that one didn't have to go 
far. Within Parliament House, at 
tha Delhi Milk Schema mMi couji* 
ter, rill six months beck pure ghee 
ua^ to be sold in oae^kg dna lor lU 
24. Now, ghM sells at u 3S a kUb, 
and no tin is givem ts is packed is 
polythene bags. "Is this not proof 
enough?* Mr Yadav aak^. 


AeroBy has fumed ftd? dide 

Conpess and fona a saw party, the 
Kerala Congresa. Now, Hr Aniooy 


KARL OR GROUCHO MARX7 


Kerala Congresa. Now, Mr Aniooy 
seems to be in the pr o cess of him* 
self emerging es the leider of the 
third "Kcrali Coegreei.* The ori* 
iina! Kerala Coogiw baa two fac* 
tions->th« Joseph groi^ and the. 
Mini grouts .which are members d 
the UDF. With the CooflUsa(I) rul* 
ing out a merger with me Antony* 
y^ar Ravi'Oomen Chaody faction 
of the Congr^S) and thM gam* 
lemen unwuUng to unilateraUy joio 
the Congrettf!!, there seems to be 
M Other way out for them but to 
form a third "Kerala Congrem”*— 
Congresa (Antony). 


ON (be penohiiBaic day of the 
winter aeaiicB, dm Lok Sebba wit* 
ne s aed parliamentary huaaonr of 
the land which hea weo 
since dm lest few vanrs. A portin 
of (he queatmn hour had been 
taken up by ouestiotts on Prekaah 
Padukoae, Members wanted to 
know if the hadmiaton champion 
had docided to aet^ doam la Do* 
nmark. From dmt dm discuaaioe 
l ea t s d round to rba condirton of 
aportsamn and coachea and proB» 
uon of s p ort s ia acheom aM col* 
leaoa. vftieo Spe^m Bal fUm 
JaLhar caBed dm Aoxt qncttioa, ha _ _ _ 

Jokingly aekad CPKM)'s Mr K.C D. E. NIZAMUDOIN 


Haidar if he wanted a job as a 
sperti coach. Janata aambtr Prof 
Subrakaniaa Swamy iBunadlataly 
told dm Weaker, "to, you ahoidd 
never joke wkh e Ifandai. They 
heve DO annae of humour." Prof. 
Swamy's putyman, Mr Madbu 
Dendavete, who was formerb In 
the Sodilifi Party, corrected Prof. 
Swamy: *Karl Mam uand to lau^" 
Mr Dendavete aeid. Prof. Swamy 
was quack to retort: "Not Karl but 
Grou^ Marx,” relerrM| to the 
great Hollywood humorist. 






THE HONEYMOONERS' HAVEN 

3 nights and 4days of bliss for only Rs.l790per couple* 


Comtfof the coffu of 4 very 
spniol h/Mury. Shoff some of the 
moments that unit tmger fortwt. 
WfVshow we eve with 4 gtfi m your 
room. We V ffw you 4 dtikom ride 
4 nd^ you'ftso tnetueed weH orgontse 
wtntef sports end dyfuseeing in • 
Cuim 4 rt. U wUl be 4 time you wdt 
Meet fcnet. An tdyhu begkminf to 4 
Hfe loietmr. 

•ShoHng a doubte room with oU 
mruis end airport transfer, to end 

'For stnek oeaipaney ffi l26d/or 
} niha/4 days. 

Speeisi dtseoum on Inden AtrUnea 
evaHable. 

J09i Oownsment latres eatra. 



Pockafes/or con/ereners eho 

ouaUaNe 

Offw ^em tin St$t htmek Vi. 

for further detatis, contart Obero! 
Hotels Saks Offices ’- 
Delhi Wffl. AhmeM^ 44A448. 
Bangahre 577691/577051. 

Bombav 234545, Caleutta 250/H. 
M^rai 69156. 

<$> 

Hotel ObcfoiFbhce 

Kadimir 
m 75641. 75642 
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HouMTioid^rs 
Compr«h«n$iv6 Package 
Inturaftce 

ProviOes coiYiprehens^ve 
cov^r tgainst iniury to 
se)f. damage or lo6$ ro 
oroperty. personal eftecis 
etc 

Personal Aecidenl 
Inturance 


Six simple schemes from 
National Insurance $how 
you howto lives life- 
free from the anxieties of 
accidents, thefts fire and 
burglary These wtM meet 
your need for protecliort 

“ Sorglery Including Theft 4 

^ Lerceny Insurance 
Covers household goods, 
personal effects and 
valuables against loss or 
damage caused by 
burglary, housebreaking, 
larceny and theft 


Provides payment of 
capital benefits or 
weekly compensation to 
persons sustaining 
physical injury resulting m 
disablement or death 

Janaia Personal Accident 
Insurance 
The common man s 
Personal Accident Policy 
which provides capital 
ber>efits up to Rs.lSOOO/* 
for disablement or death 

Television insurance 
Covers TV sets agairist 
loss damage and theft. 


Combined Fire 4 Theft - 
Aeaidentlaf Prop er ty 
insurance 

Covers household goods, 
personal effects arid 
valuables against fire, 
lightnirtg. burglary, house 
breaking, larceny and 
men 


The above are general 

descriptions of certain 
types of htsurenee cover 
- the full terms and 
cof>ditk>ns of which are 
available on request. 

Please contact nearest 
OivisionsI or Branch Office 


ra 


National Insurance Co. Limited 

3 MiddteleA Street. Caicutts 700 071 
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Sometimes all you need to know about a suiting is its symbol 
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fime stands sNII... 









®*VEUSAnECE0FY0URMHm 


If.-w ^ " * **'®'“»'« as our cash box 

ffi’s KS^' •^- assess ourpeHonnance by 
for aSSn »« 9 i«n .op prioOty^ 

N« «n. .0 .ell us a thb .9 or fw., tty Ae Suggesdon 

oc)x That $ OUT suggestion to yoa 


Bank of India 

I* Gomnm%» o» iMii UM«fiakM,} 
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Find Imlh intSnid 

sni()nl!in(‘ssanil ^ahsliiclion. 
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Wny lh« OPEC counm«i ittking rfv«AQt Kk OAAA^iiOAt of 
oitoi4iloi*oo Oy raiikig irti prtci ol oM. lAo worU i moot powo^ 
woloon now^ Why is 8ht*h Ahmod Eoki VomoN ooo o* iht 
moil infiuoniiii mon wi>o cm moKo ond ocon^vxM of ii« 
highly mdueiriai^Md Wociofn powri^ JMn jtcguM Smvm* 
SoHrolOor. Froncn KhoMr'poMlCimiOvmolill, miworo V^OOO 

mo otho' impo'lArH Quoiumo m wnu eouV b« 
ovpictivl worK ol tho c«cM« Enciut^vf OXlraell front r>lO Wprfo 

CAafW>^ PtftM 


P S. OOlKO eonimistionor o' OoHM. wai oummortiy 

romovM from hit pool m 22 DocmtOOf 1961 ttfrOuBO i 
loMphona ctH. thu* orttfAQ r^t 22 iriontftt'tmurv A intnd ^ too 
IM 9«n|«v Oandhi, ^InOm hat bam ai lha caoira d con- 
iroviray.rfgni Irom iht TurKmm Oaia OomoWon# dunrig lha 
gmtrgaaey lo hit'iaai oay ai ooi«« cornmiMiorar Anfl Saat' 
tniofviawM hwn aooh aAa< hit ramovai Pat# 22 



Ara fivf<y«ahOld SrtjfnOra and hia tiiio>apd‘a4iafr*yMr>oid 
ordhaf. Ohtfain Bir. froT tho Mapy viHaQa of TmP m 
VnndaMn dWHct. Qiaaaad with aupamaiurai oowara? Or ara may 
unia aiparta hwdwtrMnrtQ tha aimpia vMOQart anPtha guMM ndi 
who kaap pouring mio lha vMaga lor aolaca and curt? Madiiu 
Jam mvtaiigalaa Paga29 


COMI M T 


EaCKiliva KiM Ntytr 9 
ppaaon tO 

Naighboura Raiandra St'aan 47 


COVd ITOPY 


Tha rati maanthQ d Arao monay Jaan jacouaa Sorvan ScnruiDt; 
12 


CMVEMATim 


'Stn(av*a dtaih waa a ptraonf iu»9 trnarvtew wi(fi P S BrMncipi 22 


MBSAT tKCAL 


Tha Mathura ehtio Ood or fraud Mao hw Jam 21 


IFttUl SIPOBT 


Tha aon <oaa out d*o noi miiiaLouiaa FarnatiMb 34 




ind>ma art mt moat tagtantaia itma^wawara lan Bofrimi ?6 


Why ta Artmiy aWi aurvt^^ snuohabrala BnautehR'ya 44 
If Mr Ourcharm Tor«o im hia way od^Arui Surt 


OIMIA OCMBTHENfS 


Good Ntwa 49 
Tha Work) Si 
Aaltni SS 
Oava Dtary sa 




Hhaai Baal S2 

Tht inAt S3 

Wfthoul Cornmarn S3 

Sundtywath 64 

Chtaa Bodpa Quiz Stamp 66 

Ccnwc atrp Ptmuia b? 


Covtr amtoartncy of ^ S Bnthdar hy M L Ka<nth mb iha Cuiro 
mptoua Oy AP 


Editor M J AkOar 


__ Si*' ChlW T 

awt S*w«M*» Siii>*ii«* '><iK*nt«* Ct>ofr< !/•••» 

S UnriV 

IMhl a'««nMM'r«. 4''!' Sjitt' Mu>ib ljt«" 

An DUmui a i-. C»A4 A«a An tw t w Am,** a'<fnK*ta>*4 


AmW'UWO h" AAvnA* aWA' I'auAA 11(1 ti Siirl:*' 

C«huM» rosou* hv IUr«i«iMvi rUn <«hi v'>’'tr4 Aumi *’vi 
r M C ( T WtiWM he V>U C»t(oMj rOUOM 































OTG: 

A three letter code that 
can make every meal a feast! 


OTG Breakfast 


HdfM klKafl 
StllM SeuMget 
QrllM^ iiee^ wirh 
6*IIM le<tietoe» w»ih agf* 

?ssr.-“;.v.*,?s,.d i 


OTG Iioneh 

TsMM'i Red o« Nan ( 
Riaa Raieo \ 

Baked vefeiaMei _g* 
ReeeiM Inniei SS 
Chkken Tithe flfl 
PiihTitki JflB 

Mvtwnlihka |(^ 
Brtilad Ckickenv'iL^ 

iteikdkiih 


OTG Snacks 

Putee ^ 

Cheeee Teaii A 

Ni(nawf«et J 

Niins J 

C»MaeFinM>» S 

Ifeeviii I Coohiea — 
Cake* 




•''frrvev 


OTG-1 200(6 in 1) 

Oven*Toaster'Grill- Hot Case- 
Tandoor • Bar • Be-Que 


OTG Dinner 

treed Reds 

Limh tMir CtMCken —« 
tnlMCheOft .•^7 
ineefefiflaMM 
WeM dene Sieehi 

Oniied Fi*h 
MdAcaPM 

Nicailrvani H 


OTG Paddings 

KoiSewllea 
IstedAiHkn 
Criie Merinove 

B mea Puddrng* 

•flt Cak«« I 
irted Apple* 

AmM Pi** 

Brdwni** 




Wvme If) vOkM ifeetyte 
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Contumdr Producie Oiviiion 
3(4A AeaiAh Road. 

New Oeitl-110002 
M*ne; 21%W. 268730 
IM727 261728 
Takei 031 *2744 
Giimt: UNISUIkT 


BOMBAY OFFICE 
43. Mittal Chamtof, 
Narimen Peinl. 
Bcntbav-400021. 
PMod ; >28234 
Taiai: 1-8632 
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66 0. Mine OaHdt Street (free Setioel lireei) CeiCMie TOtOloVhene : 246MI, 212116 241618 






Closer watch on 
foreign money 


F orvisn contribution or hcis* 
piuUty has nut lessened 
even six years eftef the 
le){islu(ion to reeu^ate its 
accept ence or utiluetion 
ceme into fnree. This is whet the 
central jgovernment hes found to Ms 
horror. There are nearly 5,000 %%%•> 
ciations which 'lubmh helf vearly 
returns es the Foreiitn Contribution 
(Keitulatiun) Act prescribes, but 
the governmeni ha> realj»«d that 
there are many others which are 
hvyvnd the reach of the act Kor 
exHcnple, university staff, judges 
and office bearer^ of trade unions 
aie exempt from the rule whirh 
says that priur permission of the 
central government has ro he 
obtained. 

The law ministry is now drafting 
legislation to amend the Foreign 
Contribution Act to cover more 
categories. The art will be brought 
before Parliament jn the budget 
session. The government cays that 
the purpose is to have '‘greater 
control and check on the misuse of 
foreign money for anti social and 
anti*national activities" 

For the present, five categories of 
persons are prohibited from accept¬ 
ing foreign contribution or hospital¬ 
ity without the government’s prior 
permission. These are: candidate 
for alecriooi government servant or 
employee of any public corpora* 
(ion; correspondent, columnist, car 
toonist, editor, owner, printer, or 
publisher of a registered aewspap< 
er and member of any legislature 
and political party. 

Bringing in the teaching staff in 
(he universities is justified because 
they are receiving too many invite* 
tions from abroad. If one were to 
keep a record of invitations to pro¬ 
fessors. one would find that the 
bcR of them are often on trips to 
foreign countries. This has affected 
teaching standards at universities. 

The governinent is alsn arming 
itself with powers to ask ao associa 


t*vfi lONvekpiKU pvrmi^Mon liclon* 
accepting lorrign coninhuiiims. 
Under rhi* ih.!. "F.verv awaurmn’ 
having a definite cultural. tMiono* 
mK. t^ucatiunal, reNgams or social 
rwugramne shall give wiihin such 
lime as nay lie (tfCHtibed. an in* 
dicaliiui to the central governmeni 
as tv ihe umouni of btreiKi) cun* 
trihulicin leieived by M. (he source 
and the manner in which smh a 
foreign contribution was received 
and the purpuM' f<ir which and ihe 
munnei in which the foreign c^hi 
tnhutiifii was uiiUnd hv it" 

.Since returns arc reieived after 
the foreign money has been re* 
ceived and utilised, Ihe govern¬ 
ment feels that it is not possihle to 
detect any misutilisaiion, pariicu 
luriy in sensitive areas. In a note 
prepared on the subject, the home 
ministry has said: *‘it is necessary 
to have prior knowledge of the 
funds received so that some control 
can be exercised to euMirv tfiat 
(here is no misuse.** Not only (hat, 
the governmeni wants to consider 
the activities and provammrs of 
the a&sociaiiuns and the area.s in 
wbkh (hey are wnrking 

Nr» doubt. Ihe contemplated 
amendments to the act will give the 
government ample scope for play¬ 
ing politics but it ha> already 
brought in extraneous considera* 
tions while exercuing the power to 
declare that an organisation is "of u 
political nature.** Even if an orga¬ 
nisation avows that it has nothing 
to do with politic^ it is up lo the 
government to accept its declara¬ 
tion or not. 

The act was passed in 197S dur¬ 
ing the Emergency when Mrs Can* 
dhi's word was law. However, 
when the parties for the purpose of 
the act were gatetied. the Janata 
Party had come to power. On the 
recommendation of the lutelli- 
gence Bureau, the then home ntnis- 
ter. Mr Charan Sin^h. issued orders 
that 106 organisaiions be notified 


as having activities of a political 
nature Unilersrandahlv. some of 
the luoiiicil parties during the 
Kmt'tgency wore noi Included he 
cause ihe b .01 imixisvcl in those 
davs was giiiili d noi hv rules but by 
pi Cl ml ice Alter its 1 cl urn to powai 
01 HiHO. ilu' ( oiigressti) has added 
aiHiiher orgiinis,ittonstolhe list, 
which does out, however, inciode 
'ihe uiidertvouiul exiremisi 01 ^a* 
nisutions which mold not be idciiti 
ficNl wiih any }MO|K'r addicss and 
some oihei oigiini.sdiions which 
were (trc 1 ar(*d detuoci nr iioncxix 
(rni " The KSS. the A kalis. (l)e 
MR A. ami the Jainuu(>i*[sJam Hind 
were inrliided h is significam ihat 
ihe Janau iiKorpormod m the list 
all (ommunisi front organiMiiuiis 
while Mrs C«imlhr included all 
friendship siwiviies linked tu lha 
Soviet linion, P.iisi Kuiupeaii coiin- 
iries and C liina. 

Sti<ingcly. Ihe govvrnmem has 
mu found 9 single instance of »uch 
urbanisations misusing foreign con- 
tributnms. Many MPs, MLAs and 
othets have wriiicn to the home 
mjnixiry. making allegations 
agsinu wmc of these listed orga* 

nisatimis, Thv home ministry has ifi 
turn relcrrvd ihe complaints to the 
InieJIlgcnce Bureau which has in> 
vuruhly >uid in reply ihai "no inst¬ 
ance of misutiliKaiioi) nr further* 
ance ul any political purpose has 
come in not I CO. “ 

There are also some other orga* 
nisations which have not been 
listed hut which have been spend* 
ing libetally. They have rented 
costlv premises with welJ paid staff 
and the only inference is in at there 
must In* some Foreign source nf 
funds. Perhaps some of them are 
cover organisaiiuriN and ilieie is 
more to their activities than meets 
the eye Rut in the process social 
nrganival ions and vroi kers. drawring 
upon sources frum abroad, have 
suffered 111 reputation. 

Some of the dedicated voluntary 
wotkeis, who have left their hearth 
and home to 'sork in the interior, 
have a real prohlen*. Rince money 
for many deserving causes is not 
available from wiihni the country, 
they i live to dejwnd on foreign 
sources. It is a piiv that the Diost 
liberal indusiiiaUsts have not come 
forward lo assist soc’ial workers in a 
methodical manner. 

And it IS time (he government 
placed before Parliament the re 
port on Ihe use of foreign money in 
elettiuns This iv an old leport 
which was prepared by the InielU 
gence Bureau during Mrs frandhi's 
earlier lerm in office The report 
said that all political fiarties rv' 
ceiscd moru'y fiorn foreign loun 
tries. miTudiiig the TSA and the 
Soviet l/nion 










Controversial guru 

S i'Mfi.vv Ik in the hebtr u( ijirli^ni 
>urprkM*« 4(1 J AfSfi<in«f>' tor Hindti- 
hm (Zn Iici'enitivn vamc «s ihe mmi 
uleAiwnt Hurprike im u% teuMr* Pntith 
Neridy'i intcivii'w wiih Swemi Chin* 
miiyahinde wiik vm inti*re»(inii. mnre yv 
bbciuie the ]>ircrr proved ihet hw is en 
eqgwl mulch ii> Mr Nuntly. 'liie Shush, it 
hfemii ift vi«t> di^rerem frnm other iiod* 
mer) iwhn die hui Mid ihut rhert ti fun 
m dyifiR?) Coiuretuluiiuni.io Si^hhs 
end Mr Sandy nir the cover story. 
k. A. f«fuki7khne/i, Midrai 


The cover ktory hua Hiven me u rlcar view 
of life end freedom 
A^hii Kumdr \farum<iar. Jogighopa 
I Assam I 


It wa» certainly the hext anick 1 have 
read no far in StkOtv. 
ff. L. PamaiJc. Curtaci: 


The encounter beiween f^iii«h Nandy 
und Swumy Chinmavananda vrai very 
reveal ins Thanks to St soay he rbe 
fantastic cover «iorv. 

(’ ( TiriKhrupaSU 

A vdluiiblo cover story, parricularly to 
tlic modv'rn youth 
\ StibiMnAnum. Afaifra* 


It U4> b\ far the best interview I have 
e'er zofnv uctos*>. pritith Sandy's inielli* 
t^i'iii und p:ohm^ questiom brought out 
rlio \ ery best in Swami ('hinmayananda. 
lit fact, ifiv cover story turned our to be a 

B is'Ot document on the philotophy of 
mdoism. f iried to get hold oi a few 
estui cnpies of SrvfiAv. issue dated iO 
IVcrmbci. hut,in my dismay, discovered 
thai ruinv was avanuhlc at the stands. 
ft. Is, \ vnkattfsh. Madras 

The Suamrs s iews were devoid of cmd* 
iiiuniii flavour even wheft ihey centred 
avuiiiid rtligiiMi It is clear that h« i« a 
true human hcing. 
i. A. Kbao. iSi'iv Oefhi 


Superb and faniasiic, I enjoyed every 
word of the iniersicw. Pritiih Nandy is 
advised tv keep up hiv |iood work. 

J(. 5. 6’aMptrhy Subrainuntaif. Madras 

Free from hypocrisv and pride, Swami 
Chinmayanende u not the prototype of 
the bekisailer furu He speaks a Ian* 
Kuaae that I van understand. 
kdilayh hbaneMwui. Satna 

The cover story should serve as an eve* 
iiptner to thv fulkwers vf 'Bhatvans' 
like Sai Baba 

C'hajtfu MaHapatra. Poiesaru <<frr*sei 

Cnd knnwk whether ChiBAevanauda is a 
man or not. but from hU interview n is 
skar that Iw dues not dcservv to be 
called bwami 
h' Kaffiu h'JnJtar. MancAr 

Ai thv l>(ifence Korvices Iftalf College. 
Uellingtiifl. where Swumi C1tirimAvanaA< 
da was invited tukc I lire srarly last yeui.l 
bad the uppurtunity io lUien to him. He 
failed ti) impress the najority m us 
officers pcunarilv becauae na gave the 
Impresaum that he doubted Ihr inreJli* 
gtnee ot bis audkiKe. Hii illustrations 
were childish end illogical. In lact. when 
an officer puinitd out the las k of kgic m 
one of his arguments, the Swam gut 
visiblv iipH'l and lost bik lempet He may 
have im^eisvd fureigners in htwdes. \w 
left g vei 7 pour imprekcion on ui ’luvelv’ 
Indians 

An arm.v o/freer. Jurdwan 

The name of thir corras/'nmfk'wf i« 
wrrAtdd on rrcfoesr—P'duor 

If. as tha Swami ciaims, 1 can go to a 
church and a temple and »ti11 remain a 
Hindu. I wonder wbat malies and keeps 
me ■ Hindu. 

X C Shubhan^ Tefffcherry 

All the SwamCs big talk about the higher 
level of consciousness and nirvana is of 
no interest to tbe common man. Xeltgiun 
should make sense to the average iniel' 
lect. Mureovei, if it is divorced from 
everyday life, it deaeneiatei into a play* 
thing fur godmen like the Swami. 
5am Munammad P. V'. Taiiparamba 

It was* really amusing that aftei seven 
ages of gocup. the mterviewer left 
wami Chinmayananda anrtiv where he 
had found him. One had eipected that 
after meeting Priiish Nandy the Swami 
would have oeen somewhai wiser. In* 
Head (if wasiiog his lime and etierai over 
ChmmayariaD^ wlto sdls bluffs tot dol* 
lars and pounds, hCr N'andv sh’nild have 

t ut the very same Questions lo Sri 
isheshwara Theeriha Swamiji, the man 
WH b inner puri ly who is meni loned in ih a 
very same issue oi Sc niuy (Reconver 
sions' Ceughx rn no-men *s faod. 20 De* 
cembcrl 

X NagAupeefrt Rao. Maoras 

A shucking interview. How illogical can a 
person geO How can someone in his right 
atnses oppose the abulitiun of sari and 
child marriage by saying that it implies a 
curb on personal freedom^ If un re* 
quired the widower to bun himself along 
with his wife’s body, would the Swami (it 


he u matricdHump into his wife's pyre? 
ChinmavanMndu is advised against mak* 
mg illogicaJ und irritating stateneitis. 

K tiashi Kuoiar. Ca/iVnr 

By asserting thut Cauism Siddharth wa« 
i '‘third*raie prince , a stupid foor the 
Swami has.oniv proved that he himself ii 
an ufivducuii'd. igimum. stupid funl. 
Yc*k. Buddhu renuunied the world, bui 
niu heiuuse he was unaware uf tickne&s, 
ulJ •tgi* end lira I h bury living human 
bt*iiig Ik (iwurr id ihoe harsh reaUtios 
and Ml wtic Buddha. He wrni itiiu vnlun* 
tarv vKik .itiei a disagreumviu with the 
Sakvu Sangii nver the issue nf war wiili 

till' KtdivHS 
W. Hiirutdi, (VA utra 

IV Swamrk views mi Hmduiim were 
lath* r mciiluirvra At one puim hr advu* 
cuinl (HiritY III mmd und detachmem 
fii»m ihtf outer wnrld; but later ha 
ilatmed that wa and wtnu Hre good for 
vpininaliiy. He uImi diHiried a Bhufwun, 
bur inlii'uJed Sui BiiHa whu pnesesses ell 
ihv uuHlitiuA i>i a ffhpMiwa/i TV reaian 
for Chinmuyananda’s incnherenca is oh* 
vious. be hus m\ preciisod whui he lies 
Ven preach me lui ihc* lest three dv' 
c'Uilck SainiK like Ramakrtihna. Tukai* 
am. Buddha anil Chabanva aclurvvd 
gi cal ness nni by siudying ine icripium 
bur hy retiuuncing the world end wuriJy 
hahiiv The Bwemi hue uhvkusly pUkud 
up u I CM of Vedantii jargim. hut huw duel 
tliat entitle nim in be a ipirilual leader? 
Kuw cun ■ stranger lu New Yurk giva a 
irae pirlure of that city merely by quot* 
ing a tourist guide book? 
r C. Iyer New Bi^mbe.v 

The Swami has cleimed that being n guru 
IS not lough, ii »Innelv 1 feel sad for 
him because he doek not know that a true 
ya^i can never feel lonely' he has the 
constant cYimpaniimship o? Cod. 

C. C. Manal. Jamsbtdp jr 

Onlv freedom from everything, says the 
Swami. can heln us attain new heights of 
knowledge. At the same time ha 
preaches that everyone should ser some 
ideals and work for them by even aacri* 
ficinghiscumforv. My question U: When 
one has to aci under constrainti at the 
cost of one’s innate desires in order to 
achieve certuin ideals, is he not far, far 
from freedom? 

N. Janardbana Bao, Rajaa fAndhre 
f^adeshi 

Unlike the Swami. nn true saint has ever 
criticised or pronounced judgement 
against his contemporaries h Ji clear 
tut Chinmiyananoa is jaaloui of Sal 
BalM. 

5. X. AftsAra, Xertdeep 

1 btve often heard the Swami speak and 
he has always appealed to me aa a 
iremenduue orator Ha it perhaps one of 
the best speakers in English Id our 
country. But Pritiih Nandy has dalmed 
that he "ufitn miipronouncai bis wordi" 
Having made such an advarH ramarlL 
the interviewer, in all fairneii, should 
have cited a few examples to subitanti* 
ate his claim. 

P. S Siidhan Murthy. BengaJore 



onumental tragedy 


M idhu J»in*A To«rf ^rb (20 
Decemberi ipoke valiuneit of h«r 
comnitcMni to toci$\ «nd human cauMs. 
I wii lurpn*^ learn that hi the Time 
<4 the traiedy there wa» only one pobce* 
man on outy at the Qutb Miner 
Arn T»biih. Fame 

The strpMaeh of Pali village m 
Haryana haa rightly pointed oui that life 
ia too cheap in our couscry' Bui it ii 
heartening to leem thet we do heve 
people like Cajiraj Singh who rescued 
many of tha unfortunata victinu ii the 
Outo. 

JiuiMf Boie. TuftngtnJ (Wtst 0engaf> 

The Quth triaedy ia ■ mnirar n( netionel 
ihame. Portyiive prcciout livca wt>rr Inat 
beceute of the misbehivinur nf a ivm 
lex’itarved ruffians, A greaier iraevdy is 
that nu one <9 willing to identify the 
culprit* and explain how hey wore 
allowed to tKipe. 

M A Ahffd, 6bubane*war 

May God give siitngih to the families of 
ihoae who lost (heir live* in the ghastly 
Qatb tragedv Ga.iirai Sinjth should b« 
suitebly rewaided for his act of courage 
on that ilJ faiad day. Tlir govcrneicni 
should «lao give u Hcriou^ ihouglii lil ihe 
mlNerabie condiuon of the Gmh Minor. 
In my opinion, ihe fo^uwiiie \iep* must 
he takrn immoiliaiely: 

1. The iightma Arrungerpcriis inside 
ihe Qutb should be Improved imd the 


Improved imd the 


switchboards shinild be kepi beyond the 
reach of the visitors 

2. The wornout steps and the spiral 
biaircasi’ leading t<» the first floor should 
be recoAsirucled. 

3 Railings should be erected on either 
side of the sieircase 

4. A hotline Unking the monument with 
a Aearbv police statlMi should be in* 
stalled 

5 Firsfeid fusilities should be made 
available both insi^ and out tide the 
munumeni. 

6 i^art from choKitrdars. armed 
guards should be stationed at the mnnu* 
meni. 

T. The pteciicc of free entrv on Fridevs 
should be dtuoniintied 
A k KapoM. Chtndi0M/h 

Ms .Itiin’s report left much to be desired 
I leui the I hi Kt»AY*s penchant for invei* 
iiguiivi; u>urna]ism\ encouregei sensa* 
ritinalism While verv lew would doubt 
that the tra^v was e result of eve 
leasing and im proboblc molesietKMi of 
two ftirvtgners, Ms Jain's report implied 

a rape i*n the first floor helconv of the 
I realiv wonder whether such e 
thing tan happen in lull view of 170 
IKsiple Besides, nnlv St kmv seems to 
have gut hold of this novel eauunt of the 
iragedv J would like lociutioti Ms Jem 
against her rendeiKv lo get carried ewav 
henausc ropurt* like Tears er rhe puth 
are far more detrimeniel than henofkial 
Rnin.ri A. Ahfrtafbi. Cafevire 


Is the minister corrupt? 


W hile rending reptins like the one hv 
bhubhahrate llWiacharvu, rKWar 
Panda K corruption. 2D l>vt'em)Hrn, \ fiTl 
quite proud i>f mvscll. Vhirryfuur scars 
ago, immadiiiely alter WMid War II. I 
was offered a choice to accept «n 
appolntmeni either in the IC'S the 
army-'the two most coveted .scri ices for 
any Indian. I opted for tht ICS and 
proceeded To New Delhi tn present my 
credentials. Being very young at that 
time and a war vaieren of the eastern 
theatre* J was prepared to breve any 
storm; but what I saw in the corridors ^ 
power In Sew Delhi disgusted me The 
Interim government was in the saddle' 
god the office lobbies wei e full of khed* 
darcled patriots vying with each other 
for favours. 

Looking at the present steio of affeirs 
and at the predicament of the aditunis 
tratjve ttmee nfficers, at the way they 
ere being towed around at the whims of 

C ilitlclens like Xeder Panda. 1 congraiu* 
te’nyMlI for having thrown my 'cn* 
voted* poeitlon hi the itS oo their faces. 
Jl. /. Juri/a. iombey 


thrown mv 'tn- 
g 00 their faces. 


The lAveili|eiion was axceUent. With 
people like Kedar Piode it the helm of 
efIeVsi one can taelly guess the fate of 
our country. 

Attnu Mukhtrj€t, CmIcuiu 

Ihubhabreta Ihettacharye has done a 
commendebie Job by aepoeini the mis- 
de^s of the railway minister, 
t. K HtM 

Tha rillwaye hiva e saperata department 
10 handle the illotmant of coal weaons 
and Iha coal ceAtrolIer hae one from 


when pTiigremmes for alliMment arc 
issued The reilwav mmisier has no 
legiiieiHie right tii handle ikr elluimdnts 
pvisonallv He is nm ekated fur this 
pcrpiwu. I cnngraiulalv Arvind Pendefrir 
i«lusing 10 loe the Mtlway minister's line 
and eeiung out uf iht* railwj) mini'trv 
T. L'nutdhury, Hirdpur 'B/hijr* 

(Corruption tn Use reilwuy ministry is 
iwHhmi new. The most sought etier sred 
di 111 tne union gos’cmmeni has always 
been the railway minister's. 

K- Kama .Ve;dv. H*efre/r 

There is a curnmon belief that ihe raJ> 
way mmisiec should rexian foUirwing • 
tram arcidem end this nes also b^n 
hinted at by Shubhebrate Bhatiecherva 
How. may I ask. would the resignation of 
the railway loinisier help curb accidentA’ 
As an ea*raiiway employee I wuuld like 
to assert that cotruptiun begins at the 

E ’essroote level and it is here ihut some 
ind of dUcipline and honesty must he 
enforced. 

Tr; $Mhadur Singh, Basti f Vnnr Pre dr«h t 

bhubhebreti Bhettatharyt hat iin 
doubtedly proved thii Keder Pande 
takes brioM for the alloTnofli of coal 
rakes; but how are hrihee related io 
mishapt Hated under 7P0 accMrnts in rix 
months? 

r 0 Thamhi. gfidai 

The union railway mlniaivr mav he 
handling the allotment of wagons, hui 
does this not show that ha ie irvmg tu 
hflp tha fret and aasy movrmeni of 

r de m tha intaraste of the country? 

C. Faedey. Jabalpur 


Ignoran t agitatoi'S _ 

T hanks lo Svmi is im puhlishmg Aiuii 
Shourie s rejoinder on the L\pre«i 
dispuie iDpintun. 2U Decrmheri It is a 

r 'iiy ihat our rrsde unionist vpeople like 
ir Dana Samant—are hornblv jgnoiant 
about the pcevnilmg cirrumsuiices and 
tlieir ven own objectives Ihry du.imi 
even bniKer «i ascenaiii the fuels and 
decide on their priiiriiics helnre instipai- 
me ihe workers 
AJeK Ffhch. Tiniihirdf>ii}li 


Beware. Zeenat 

I was shocked to read Zeenat A man's 
remark aguinsi the mnii presilaiouH 
cvmbol of iKc Sikhs, ihv iurban rnhaes 
Bear. 2U Ikcvmherj. A hit rale person 
likr her should realise ihai irieiiHinslhle 
remarks can hurt the pride of tiihcrs. 
While imphing that the enuTv Sikh 
cvmmuniiv istnvd hecousu of the ''heavy 
burden*' of the nirhnn. Ms Amnn has only 
added fuel to the Khnlisian lire 
Fusfijirnrkr F«iJ Sinuh, ( akuitd 

Confii cting v iew s 

T ikMiut Paiulit's ivivin un itic fust 

IVs| .It B<»mlviv I The nnkei/. wrrki^ 

Mukrr. n I hi ember; ivus cuni using. No 
summed up liidio's pvrformonce in ihv 
first 111 n mgs hv soy mg itiai “all that!*' 
mom sill/I'll dried thoir wickets eilher 

ih.Kina htumli'^s oiKsoiue hulls oi hy 

plasms without gttiingihvu budks 
hind *hc line ol the ImII:’' bin luk'r fie 
I Uimi'd ihut u hi'ii you Imd some ul ihv 
K'sl b.ilsius'n in ifU' wot Id doing I Mil 
I' t hei V ni 0 st l»i- som i«t h m g wnm g unme- 
wiKM' “ ihesv tun loollKitng opinion' 
lew .lied Ml l*HiidM'* Miniusion. 
K.Mi'ndin h Ti/nvfi. mo;ii 

Commentar y or bane ? 

I wisli lo draw ihe governmeni's atten* 
iivn loihe harm bring caused by AlR'a 
running cricket commeniarv. Each time 
a Test is played m the country, work at 
offices, hanks, hospitais, schools and col* 
^eges come.s to e siandstill People ere 
more inreresied in following the progress 
of the game rather than in rheir work. 
AIR would be doing the nauor a great 
femur by taping the comtnenierv un the 
day's olay tncT relaying it only after 
office Aours 

R. R. Charier jet. ftuiera (Bihar) 


Strange relationship 

K erele PCC to join hands with Con* 
grestd); fere mere brechoein keua 
her ye bandhen anjtane. 

F vfnod. %derjh4d 

Neutral umpiring 

C ompendium (oJ neutral umpiring in 

cricket: 

Meich' gussee vs Essex. 

Umpires: Middlesex. 

Bejgopnl kidamhoot, Mysore 

_ Last letter 

O ne word tu desciibc KvJar 
Pande *1 reilwav*: Fun demon lum* 
S (I Wagk. fb/mh<v 



COVB? STORY 
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By Jean'Jacques Servan-Schreiber 


Theauthor. aformercabinetministerandfounder-editorofL'Bx'press, the 
largest French weekly newsmagazine, is one of the most influential and 
well-known Frenchmen today. From his pen has just appeared what could well 
be the most important book of the decade. (The World Challenge,puMsrted by 
Collins, price £5.95). The author examines two of the most crucial questions in 
the world: the effect of the ever-increasing price of energy and the stupendous 
technological revolution being spearheaded by Japan. In this extract the author 
exposes astonishing truths behind the oil crisis and the rising price of oil, and the 
use that the Arabs are trying to put their newfound wealth to, particularly in 
. rotation to the Third World. Most interesting is the Arab view of what the new 
-1#oM d^der should be. and who should play what role in the world. Next week we 
will publish the even more fascinating story of what Japan's experiments with the 
silicon chip could mean for thp future: we are on the point of creating a new . 
world, and the implications of this world based on computers are unimaginable. 


The Tail Report: the 
greatest challenge to 
the Western way of life 


Zakf Vanicru. Sduiii Arabia's oai minisier 


H i^h in the mouniains of Hejaa to Saudi Arabia, 
(wore the land drops sharply to the Red Sea, 
sits a quiet little villaEW lost to the outside world. 
lYith its terraced garaens and trees cocked by 
the crisp mountain air, this tiny settlement has 
long welcomed the men of (he desert seeking refuge fran 
(he blistering heat uf the sands. 

Just a few miles from the village is an airport, the most 
modem high altitude airport in the world. On a sunmer 
evening in 19^0> a jet approaches, circles over the darken* 
ing mouncaicis, and deKands. The runw^ Lights appear and 
a ^n, in Arabic letters, flashes: TAIF. 

private jeu land near the vilU^ in quick succession, 
and IS eKh oil minister d^lanes a limousine pulls up, 
stops and quickly departs. Two offictfS> fheir beige uni* 
forms bearing tbe crossed veen sabres of the kingdom^ 
provide e motorcycle escort for the can ai they move down 
the highway to the ancient village ol tail. 

The Aotonsad column peises two mioareta acboing the 
call 10 evening prayers. Tne alrtendlttoMd cut carry the 
ell minUcen toward the vUleie tHwre Ibn Seud, warrior, 
fouMor of the nation, king.'died nearly 30 yaan ago. To 










continue on the hin^wav beyond Tnif would Uid the men lo 
ib* Sliest of Huu^ p1acce> Mocca, then on to Jeddah and 
Sea of Itoee. 

Each limouaioe in the procesaion slows down before a low 
stone wall. It ii all chat remains of the shepherd's cottage 
where the Prophet Mohammed found shelter foe a day 
thirteen centuries before, when he fled from Mecca, 
punned by an unbelievini nob. 

It was in Taif chat the Prophet gathered the small group 
of followers who, under hu coamand, changed the face of 
the world by venturiniforth to ^ead the word of Islam by 
(he sword It was from Taif in 19/3 that King Pabal secretly 
planned (he historic oil embargo-^ith (he full knowtedgr 
of the Americans, the Russians, and even the Israelis. It was 
in Tail that the Saudis discovered Henr^ Kissiag^ had 
encouraged t he Shah uf Iren to ra ise i he price of oil wh I le at 
Che same time He was beKging the Saudis le lower 
"secret" which the Shah came to reveal to the Saudi King. 

And DOW It is from quiet, secluded Taif that a revolution 
in world power is about to be launched-^mce again led by 
the ArafcM of Islam, 

The cars make their way around a vast modern pelace. It 
Is luxuriously, deceptively simple ui the style of ultra 
modern buildings, yet it is sondcoluured in blend into the 
bleak terrain or the surrounding mountains. Iis designers 
•re two world•famiius architi^s, nne American and the 
O'Her Japanese. Not yet a year uld, (he palace was built for 
the Cruwn Pniute One weekend the Kicui himself 
came out ro admire the beautiful palacv-sind (be Prince, 
hi^ounger brother, graciously pre^enied ir to him as a g)fi. 

The procession of cart reaches the heighi.s of the village 
whore the new Sheraton Huiel it flanked ^the tall radar 
antennae that sweep the Red Sea heluw. The cars pass a 
small lane at the end of which, surrounded by gardens, 
stands "V.aki's villa"—the /etreei oI Saudi Arama's Oil 
Miniscer Sheikh Abmed Zuki Yamanl. the brilliant strateg* 
ist behind the oil producers' success agalnsi (he largest 
companies of the Western world. 

Each chauffeur leaves his passengers iis front *4 the 
isolated cottages that have been prepared for them. 
Armoured cars have been stationed every 20 yards, and a 
small army of 1,500 men is responsible for the oil niniaers* 
security. 

A blanket of quiet and calm covers Taif as the ministers 
begin their work. It is difficult to believe that only an hour 
away lies Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia, and a new 
worfd. 



s , 

I n the hectic aimocphere nf Riyadh, merchants and • 
ministers from the four I'orrH.'r'^ uf the earth moot. l'hos«r ’■ 
men who just years ago were mailers uf the earch now l ume i 
to flaiier, beg and pmmii«—aind sign contract after con* i 
tract. ' 

In Riyadh, on the recepcinn desk of the gnm looklng t 
Intercontinental Uoiel. the city's busiest m^ing place, the y 
guest list IS uneciualled anywhere else in the world. On just \ 
one day recently, this hotel housed ihe leader of the . 
Palestine Liberation Organisarlon and Ills delegation la 25 J 
rooms, the specul envoy nf the American Presiaeni and his . 
aides in only 10 ruoms, and the leader of Syria and his ’ 

escort in 20 rooms. All of these people passed the Chancel* \ 
lor of Austria as he was checking out with his own 1 . 
delegation. | 

Hardly acknowledging one another, each visitor beat the ; 
same path to the princes' palaces, seeking a vacant ^ 
arsKhair in one of the mam floor drawing rooms. These \ 
ruoiBS were filled with the most powerful men in the world, ; 
men who controlled multinatmnel corporations manufac* [ 
curing aircraft, petrochemicals, computers and arms, But * 
powerful as they were in New York. Paris. London. \ 
Frankfurt or Tokyo, here they all had one goal—to meet . 
with a Saudi prince to wheedle a deal and tap the enoripous i 
wealth of his country. : 

The billKMi’doller wheeling and dealing that goes oo in ) 
Riyadh now eclipses Wall Street with its stock market. . 
beidon with its capital market, Zurich with its secrets, and ' 
Hong Kong with its mysrerie'k. Merchant bankers fly to !t 
Riyadh to get money fur such curpnratiuns as American i 
Telephone & Telvgreph. l>ow Chemical and Kimberly 1 
Cleni. Central bonkers run iu Riyadh to beg support for ' 
their weak currencies and to pay for their govern menu’ ! 
growing deficits. They all come to Riyadh—the new finan* ! 
cial centre of a wotld that remains all but unknown eaeept { 
tu the mightiest pleyers in the secretive mtemailoMd { 
money markets. 

But on this summer evening the Saudi kingdom is u 
showing Its other Face. In the calm irmosphere nf raifi the J 
oil ministers are unpacking their bags. Each man's bHeC* i 
cate contains a personal copy of a secret report on which } 
they have laboured for two years within the Ministerial ' 
CcHMictee on Long-Term Strategy. It had been (heir talk to ? 
map the future of tbe most threatening organisation in the % 
history of the osodem world—the Organisation of Tit' f 
roleum Exponing Countries (OPEC). During tvro days of } 
plenary sessions, these men would refine the plan of action, j 
and wbfii they were done the Taif Report would emerge M 4 
a blueprint lot massive revoluiion in the global economy * 
and the world balance of power. I 

As the oil ministers sat down to work, they first nicked up { 
a personal lettei presenting a draft of the report from their • 
Saudi host and colleague. Yamanl. It was he who m 197$ 'j 
had the foresight to set up a working committee to create a ; 
new long'Cerm strategy for the oil prt^ucers for rhe rest of t 
(he twentieth century. It was Yamani who could see years '• 
earlier that OPEC would quickly succeed in its first task of i 
wresting control of oil priciog and production from the big ? 
Wenern oil companies and that a very different stage in ] 
OPECs global strategy would be needed by the 19BOs. And ; 
ft is now Yamanl who chairs the Committee on LungTera \ 
Strategy, which is about to ratify a document symlwising < 
OPEC's new power and signifying its intention to chaoge ^ 
the course of world events. ) 

Americana and Europeans may be tempted to focus only ‘ 
on the report's discussion of strategies relating to oil ' 
pnciM aod production. In the past they have ignored 
OPEC's warnings about the bigger issues of ecoDonuc < 
developmeot, redismburion of wealth, and pohiical power, r 
For the West, OPEC simply means oil. and whatever else ; 
(be Arabs and their fellow oil producers say is dismissed 
The ayema may prove fatal this lime. Beyond its few * 
paragraphs on oil, tbe report outlines a major new social* 
contract lor tbe world Tne Taif Report aims far nothing*» 
leu than a new alliance bervreen the Arabs and the peoples . 
of the Third World against their rraditional exploiters, the « 
lAduetrialiaad Watt. It is conceived as 1 warning a chal* ' 
lenga and finally a dameed for e massive transfer of 
tacanology from the United States, Europe and Japao to i 
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In all of Weahington, only one government 
official graaped the mesMge. Again ft was 
James Akins, still at his post at tne state 
department watching the oil front. He care¬ 
fully prepared a memo and had it delivered 
to the White House. In his note he warned 
the President and Henry Klsslnger^ls 
bose—about the ‘real danger, nr the first 
_ time, of a durable oil embargo." It would be 

Htnry Kutinger, Kmn'i secnitry el ueie. lellis "ith Fusel impOSed by SaUdI Arabia itSelf, AkihS SSld. 




th« poor iDd needy. It is not Just enother wishful ple^-lor 
It is Dtckod up by the most powerful of ell new weipons; oil. 

Sheikh Yemeni had plencied to make the secret docu* 
n^enr public on ihe 2(hh enniversery of the rounding of 
OPKC, St a major conference of heedi of state in Befhdid 
In November 1980. The war between Iraq and Iren post* 

f med thir celebration. Yet (he war iiaelf has made Sheikh 
amani. the min behind (he Tail Repor(, even stron^r in 
the empire qf uiJ» as the Persian Gulf showed how it could 
(rmpoiarily move to iiicrviise oil pruduciion end prevent 
the world from collapsing into economic chaos. 

In the capitals of (he West. It has become a hebU to look 
upon ihe Saudi leader sa an ally, as someone who ‘‘under- 
Kunds,'' .someunc who won't le( radicel elements destroy 
industrial hucierv. It is true that Sheikh Yameni does nu( 
lightly engaae in brinkmanship, because he fears the 
ravaaei it might entail for his own people, but no one 
thouTd be deceived^Yamani ii as intransiient on the 
need foi a "new luteroationel nrdar' as any of the radical 
laidan 


Behind Yamanl's venenr of Western sophistication, pick* 
fd up as he passed through (he "right" schools in Cairo, 
New York and Boston, the Sheikh shares the strong Arab 
faith of his mentor. King Faisal. For it was Faisal, when still 
a prince, whu chose the ion of a modait Mecca judge—end 
nut a member of the royal family—at a protege. It vres 
Faisal who sunt Yamani ahretad, and Faisal who appointed 
him as oil minister when he was only 32. 

On this Tuesday evening, while awaiting the arrival of 
colleagues and fnends from (ha oil capitala—Tripoli, 
Kuwait. Aluers, Baghdad—Ahmed Zaki Yameoi relaxes 
among family and friend!> to prepare for the most ambicious 
battle in almost 20 years with the everpresent, multifa- 
ceiedi domineering enemy—the West. 

Here at Talf He is much different from his public image, 
from (hu elegan* Westernised figure facing a battery of 
carncrub und microphones ua he moves from a powmul 
limousine to the entrance of a palace, from the men whose 
deliberately whispered, almost sibylline words are beard 
around the world and often make it tremble. 

No, This evening he is at home. In a silk robe, his head 
covered and dis<;reetly gilcled slippers on his feet, he is at 

t eace. as though he has returned to his roots. He can talk to 
is friends with enjoyment; ha doesn't have to weigh his 
words or display ihe (outness ha is known for hia 
negoriationb; Ke can b« natural and ganuinely amiable. 
Yemeni detests passion and has never known hatred, at any 
rate, navet atTaif. hiv true home, loneer Mecca, the eftv of 
his birth, which can be seen from the bottom of the valley, 
at the end of the highway that winds in way u> Jeddih. 

Cfrcumitancai, mure then any determlnatJon on nls put, 
have made Sheikh Yumani one of the leeding political atari 
rm the intarnational ■eena today Ha is also unique. Of the 
ten oil minlitiri whu will join him and whose planaa era 
circling above Talf's aintrip, net one hu held hii poH for 
more tnan a few yaam, often for only a few months. Not one 
wus a member iif OHEC when Yamanl arrived in 1962. Not 
ujie wei prcvani 4( the time of the 1970 and 1973 criaea, 
whoii ‘.i\c ml produilni countrlu assumed control of the 
prico and the production of oil 
In addltum to tha trump cards that he himteH hu been 
able to pluy, yatnani'i power rtiti un two perfectly vlalbla 
plUarA; baudl Aruljia'i unequalled financial resources and 
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This evening, tha only time he will bestir himself before 
dinner will be to greet the Venctualtn minister, Umberto 
Calderon-Berti, OPEC's incumbent president. Never for a 
moment do these two forget tha extent to which tha 
quarrels, the ideological. nAiionaliitk and religious pas* 
sJons exist in (he orginisation just as (hey do everywhere. 
The weight (d hegemon let. tha ptrmenant conflict between 
Iraq and Iran, the Libyan gana. the PaUitlnlin question 
infUience the future every day. 

In the attempt tn reach the first objective—the union 
between the Third World and OPEC—which appeared so 
remote, an doubtful and lo uncertain, the Venetualan has 
been (Iv Saudi's convinced and efficient ally 
When Americans and Europeans wake up on the day that 
(he Taif Report ii finally made public, they will get this 
message. 

Events have given our organlution s tetalJy new dimen* 
sion and a rasponsiblUty. Wa Intend to accept this reiponil* 
biliiy in full, with tha other developing countries wa will 
•hapa a common, overall programme for a new world order, 
to M nagoilaiad with the industriallKad countrlei. 

AU our Mwar must be uaad to achieve a real changa in the 
poaltien M the develnplng countries, as well as our own, by 
tha transfer of craailvt, capacities from tha Induatrlallsad 
world. 

ioTOod this we have to implement a reform of the 
aconoouc and monatm system which has hitherto rtignad 
over the old vrdsr. Tier system is no longor acceprabja. 

We era determined to take part in thu graai transforma' 
tloa and. if necessary, to guide it. 

The implamanration of tha Ttif Report will launch the 
greatest challenge to the Western way of Ufa since the 
Muslims hammered on the gates of Europe a thousand 
years ago. 

Those leaders In Wa^ington, London or Paria who 
dismiu it as mare Third World rhetoric should think twice. 
This revolutionary document is, in fact, a chance to of 
seised. And with tlie post-World War 11 b^m grinding to a 
deadly halt, with the European and American economies 
racked by unemplwmtnt and inflation, with trade wan 
about to break out that threaten social disruption and call 
for dictatonhlpe, the Taif Report can suggest an alternative 
to chaoe for nch end poor countries alike. 

The real reason why 
OPEC hlheil oil prices 

O ne of (he moat widespread mieconceptloni of (he "oil 
crlait* U that it was first trigoared tha embargo 
during the Arab-Israeli war of October 1973. Must paoplg 
remamber only that oil pHcei quadrupled after that war. 
AcfualljN OPEC's daciaioft to hike oil prices began long 
b^ora. the 1973 embtrfc was Just a spectacular epls^g 
within an Irreverilbla rrand. Tht real break with tha old 
order dates back to the meeting with OPKC requisted by 
the blg.companlai. and their guvernmants after Qadhafl'a 
Libyan revolutioh 

In 1971, fh tha New York offices of John McCloy, tha top 
brass of tha big oil companiai sat In seiflun tu mipoui tha 
Una they would use In their talks with OPEC. Up to ihi 
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It was in Taif in 1973 that King Faisal 
secretly planned the historic oil embargo— 
with the toll knowledge of the Americans, the 
Russians, and even the lsraelis...lt wasin 
Taif that the Saudis discovered Henry Kis¬ 
singer had encouraged the Shah of Iran to 
raise the price of oil while at the same time 
he was begging the Saudis to tower it—a 

"secreT* which the Shah himself came to__ _ 

reveal to the Saudi King. SmoJce Jn>m Alud^n \ ini Mmerydunni: ihe t9if0 trun lraij huj 



they had sioTfed At or simply ignored if But the time« h»d 
changed. McCloy. who had b^n the High Commi$aioft«r for 
Germany at the end of World War l(, was one of the 
powerful lawyers operating on the interface between 
government and hlg business. 

Those le^ndary corporate lawyers include Clark Clif* 
ford, who had been a leading adviser to Americao presJ* 
denis from Truman to Kenney and Johrfwn. and George 
Bill, a close friend of Jean Monnet, father of European 
unity. Bill! had bt^en the American ‘godfather of the 
European Economic Curnmunity (EECI and remained ihe 
guardian angel uf the US Senate's internationalist wing. Of 
all. John McCloy was the most powerful 

McCloy didn't heat alxiui the bush. He told the com¬ 
panies to stop playing hide and seek with OPEC He shuwH 
them ihai they were wasting iimr and energy trying to 
"break OPEC " He explained that such ao approach was as 
illusory thui of military' inierveniion. and that the f«rst 
dit ol common sense, in order iv achieve some lasting 
icsuliK would he ro recognsc OPEC. Then gradually they 
could lay down* new ground rules and. m time, even 
coIJahorate with it. McCloy suggested that the companies 
mgn a joint letter, simple and cuurieous, that would Ik sent 
10 the OPEC prpsidrnt, establishing a wholly new climate, 

McClov's mndesi Mfoposak touched off a great deal of 
anger. But the ci»mWrd strength uf the Ikis and hrs 
argument ^backed up by the precise explanations of the 
state department expert. James Akms-^ulckly put an end 
to this outburst McCIny dictated the letter in front of the 
Zi executives, represenriiig the world's largest oil com¬ 
panies. who aat urnund him. The letter expressed their 
desire in preseni .Mmple and constructive prc^iosah to 
OPEC and its members. At the same time they declared 
that they could not diKuss demands by ibe member 
countries unless the simultaneous agreeroem of all the 
producing states was guaianteed. 

This was not only rccugninon of OPEC but the benedic¬ 
tion of the consumers' cartel for the pruducers* cartel, one 
strengthening the other. 

Everythin from then on moved rapidly. The meeting at 
Me Cloy's ofucea took place in January 1971. By the end of 
the year everything was settled. At that time a special 
envoy. Jack Irwin, the bruther in law of the board chairman 
of ISM. was sent by. President Nixon to see three of the 
OPEC<ouriiry leaders who were considered America's best 
allies: the King of Saudi Arabia, the Shah of Iran and the 
Emir of Kuwait. « 

"My mission.” dejUred Irwin, "was simply to explain to 
the main leaders of the Gulf producing countries tne very 
deep concern the United States would feel at the potsibili^ 
of oil production being cut or even halted, and to make it 
clear that we were ready to deal with them." 

None of these leaders. Itowever. would deal directly with 
Irwinder the United States government. They told Irvrin that 
the institution qualified to speak on their behalf would 
henceforth be OPEC. America bowed to their wishes. 

OPEC appointed three men to meet the West's emissaries 
and negotiate with them: Sheikh Yamani i^udi ArtbiaK 
Dr. Amouiegar (Iran) and Saadoun Hammodi (Iraqi They 
hsd all studied at Amei lean universities. They had all gone 
through the yaariof helplessness and self-effacement. They 
had .all experienced the great redistribution in the balance 
of power. 

At the start of the succession of meetings that took place. 


one of the American negotiators asked yamani to meet in 
private "on a very grave matter," before the conversations 
began He confiM to the Saudi that inf{»rmaiion hnd 
reached Washmgion indicating that at the Iasi OPEC 
meeting, in clvs^ session, a plan had been discussed and 
hammered out. 

According in rumours, the plan called for imposing a 
"true world embargo on oil" if the need were felt or if 
events dictated such a move. The plan was designed t" give 
OPEC the upper hand in case of a crisis. It was also 
rumoured, the American diplomat skid, that this plan “had 
even received the approval of the King of Saudi Arabia and 
the Sboh of Iran." The American added that this struck him 
as very doubtful. 

On the contrirv, confirmed Yamani, it was quite true 
The plan had indeed been approved, and he advised the 
American to take it quite seriously Astonished, the Amer 
ican diplomat asked him. “Do you realise what another 
embargo failure, like the list one m 1967, would mean fur 
0PF.C7 I mean the loss of prestige and power-^nd just 
after the organisation has leceived international consecra¬ 
tion?" 

Yamani replied in the same calm lone of voice, "f don't 
think (hat you realise what OPEC has become. You don't 
seem to realise that although its members have very 
different and. at times, conflicting views on political 

K rscions, (hey are in total agreement when it comes to o'l. 

n't deceive yourself about that. You can no longer afford 
that luxury.” 

The model protdgk uf the United States, the Shah of Iran, 
gave a news conference in Tehran to put an end to any ideas 
of division or pressures directed against OPEC, in which he 
declared that the attitude of the pil companies exemplified 
economic imperialism. But he warned that, like colonial¬ 
ism. imperialism had had its day. Condiiions in Iran were 
no longer ripe fixr exploitation: they had changed drama* 
ticaly in 20 years.lranians now had a different outlook and 
were unwilling to submit to peremptory imperialist de¬ 
mands. 

There was one last attempt: the American government 
convened an extraordinary assembly of the developed 
countries (OECDi in Paris to find out how its allies felt. The 
answer came very speedily. Neither Europe nor Japan had 
the slightest desire, they admitted bluotly, to risk conflict 
over an oil price increo. s. one that was considered inevit¬ 
able. They wgnted to hegotite. 

Without the shadow of a crisis, Yamani and his team of 
OPEC negotiators then obtained a general revision of the 
big companies' contracts during a generti meeting in 
T^ran. this was the historic "Tehran Agreement." Yama¬ 
ni got the oil companies to accept the demands of the 
oil-producing countries to raise the posted price and change 
the distribution of royalties to generate more revenue for 
the nations of OPEC 

In a letter to rbe White House justifying this oil settle 
ment. John McCloy wrote that the companies had got the 
most they could out of the situation in spite of the 
extremely high cost. The common stand th^ had taken 
should now make it possible to better resist any new. 
collective threats from OPEC. 

This diplomatic language scarcely concealed two very 
important facts. Tbe.signini of the Tehran agreements 
would cost the big Corepanias—and tha consumers—the 
sum of S 4$ bilUort over the three coming years. And it 
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The White House gave the order to evacuate 
the military bases in Libya. Washington 
hoped to trade the bases for an uninter¬ 
rupted supply of oil. Two weeks and a few 
riots later, the British government tollowed 
suit. It issued instructions to its army... to 
evacuate the famous bases... 


mwkedi in an irrevocable (ashiun. the end (4 an era. 
Speaking to Yamani they left the last scmun. the 
preildent of Iraq National Oil. Saadoun Hammadi, &aid. 
‘‘Well, now everyone knows that the lords of oil are no 
longer the companies. " 

The price per barrel had increased by <ini.v SO per 
cent^from S 1 BO to 5 ihac was not a irve index of 

the event's significance, for that price would subaeriuently 
double, then quadruple, and nothing could be done to push 
it down again. Effectively, control over Tlie^e decisions had 
chenged hands. And prices weren't eventhing. The central 

J uestion. the "shareoui.'* or division of revenue, wav now 
lifting steadily to favour OPEC. 

The shareout worked in the following way. Ai the 
beginning of the i9S0s. in Mossadeq's time, ibe companies 
received 70 per cent of the revenue on each barrel ofAnl 
pumped, and the producing countries got ^ per cent. In 
ISdO, with the creetioo of OPEC and without any change in 
prices, the ibareout became SO per cent fiw the companies, 
iO per cent for the countries. In 1970 and 1971, afier ihe 
Libyan bliu. OPEC's taking charge of negotiatinns, and the 
Tehran Agreement, the distribunun changed lo .10 per ceni 
for the companies and 70 per cent for the countries One 
year later toe process was to reach its end. even Iwfure ihe 
much'pubiiciscd "embargo shocks," for the distribuimn 
had by then been itt once and for all at 9S per cent for ihc 
producing countries end S per cent for the companies. In 
effect it reduced them to salaried wnrkeis^nu minor 
revolution. 

It was the revolution that OPKC would seek to extend to 
the ocher countries of the Third World for the use of and 
payment for their raw materials. The objective would be 
Ihe same: 9S per cent to the owning countries and S per cent 
10 the industrial corporations whenever they were needed 
to do the work. 

What seemed less than ten years ago like the beginning 
of the end for "the West's prosperity" was only a little 
foretaste of the wrenching shift of power that lies ahead, a 
shift that the Taif Report prujects for the 19905 

The world bows to 
Saudi Arabia 

F or the Arabs, and foe the West, it all started with an 
obscure incident in Mayfair. 

' Four young men, two of them Argbs. arrived at London's 
Lea Ainbassadeurs, a celebrated nightclub that features a 
luxurious gambling casino on the second flour. Afier supper 
Ihe two Arabs, on an infrequent leave from their British 
Army tepining course, went upstairs to see the casino. 

. The younger one, a dark brooding man in his twenties. 
Mood near a gambling table and remarked to his friend 
■bout one of cm gamblers. *'IVe seen that man somewhere. 
Who is be7 Whom ia he gambUng with?** 

The man was playiog blackjack for very high stakes 
against a famous Greek shipowner. He lost nearly half a 
million dollars in the space of an hour. He was the personal 
adviser of King Idris of Libya. 

The soldier was stunned looking at the face in that scene, 
the trambling hands, the piles of bank notes, the frensied 
pmbling 

His friend cook him by the arm and tried to lead him 
dowostairs into the fresh air. But he refused and replied in 
a whisper, ‘'Let me watch for a while. So, this is what they 
do wltn all the gold they steal from us!" He stayed for 
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another hour as if to imprint the scene on his memory. 
The yuuag Arab's name was Captain Muammar ab 

S adhafi A devout man. be had grown up in the Libyan 
esert with the ^nussi tribe, who liwd in goatskit) cents. 
Qadhafi decided, then and there in ihe gambling club, that 
he would obey unhevitailngly and unswervingly the com* 
maods of the Ptyphet. It was a turning point in his life. 

Not long afterward, the Libyan captain returned to Idris's 
kir^dom. where in bis teni he read late intu the night. 
Aside from the Koran, which plunged him into meditation, 
there were three books he read regularly. One, the PhUosQ- 
ph.vcdRevo/urfon. had been written hy his political mentor. 
Carnal Abdel Nasser. The oihcsrs were rwo complete 
volumes of speeches on the emancipation of the slaves 
made by Abraham TJncoln during the American Civil War, 
and the memoirs of Field Marshal Viscount Montgomery of 
Alamcin. Throughout the decisive months of the desert 
campaign that saw Montgomery's armoured columns drive 
to.Victor elong the MMiierranean ciMist from Cairo to 
Tripoli, from Alexandria fUy lu the Gulf of Sirte, the British 
commander bad contemplated every night, a photo of his 
legendary rival, Vield Marshal F.rwin Rommel. The photo, 
which stood under his nighttabic lamp, helped him to work 
out the next day's strategy. 

Then, une day in 19h9, Qadhafi was designated to 
command the guard of honour at a ceremony marking the 
opening of the most modern pipeline in Nortn Africa. That 
honour guard would parade in review past King Idris's 
guesis and ministers. 

The King's guests included Armand Hammer, chairman 
of Occidental Pelioleum. and other direciors of the Amur, 
lean company, which had recently obtained a highly 
lucrative cvmession in Libyan lorritory. Occidental Vet* 
fvleum. une of the few independent oil crmipanies nut ene 
of the Seven Sisters, was steadily <«xpandmg its production 
in Libya 

The ceremony was magnificvni The guests aiul officinh 
drove up in Cadillacs and Rolls-Koyces. Tlieie w.is a buffet 
with champagne and Havana cigars. Gifts were exthangod, 
and beauiifuT hostesses specially invited from Italy ente^* 
tamed the foreign guests. 

Though shock^ Qadhafi did nut allow himself tu be 
sidctracked. He watched only King Idris as he bowed lo (he 
American busini'Ssmen and kissed the hands of their wives. 
Back at his camp in Bab lzixia that night, he gaihvrcd his 
closest companions and they made their due i moo. 

Three weeks later, on 1 September 1969, ilic King and his 
court weie in Turkey on an official visit. Qadhafi. who hy 
then had selected accomplices in other regiments placed at 
strategic points, gave the order ro take uver key conimaiid 
posts, ministries, and the power plant in Tripoli. None of 
the generals resisted In a few houis it wav over 
At dawn he announced that (he King liad been dethroned 
and the regime was abolished. A Rcvoliiiiondry Command 
Council, presided over by Qadhafi, was >cl up. He was 
assisted by bis nne intimate friend, Major Abdul Salam 
Jallud, who in no way resembled the 27-year-old officer who 
bad just seiied power. Jallud was an affable, eloquent man 
with connections in both Libyan and Western ruling circles. 
He knew everyone who held power—a priceless ally. 

A.fler consulting with Jallud. Qadhafi triggered his next 
big operation. He gave orders lu the US military headquar* 
lers lu evacuHte strategic Wheelus Air Force Base, the 
largest in the Mediterranean, without delay. He aiso 
ordered all VS service personnel to leave the country. This 
was Qadhafi's greatest gamble. 

No one imagined that America would capitulate. The 
baxe wa;> impregnable. The Sixth Fleet headed for the 
Libyan coast This unknown 27*yearH^ld neophyrp in nn way 
resembled Mossadeq, that eloquent and cunning demagu* 
gue who had managed to earn off something very similar in 
Iran a full 20 years earlier. Ine popularity and charisma o( 
Mi*ssadeq (which would reappear SO years later in Ayatol 
lah Khomeini i were powerful weapons Still, it took the oil 
ciHnpanies and the CIA only a few months to bring him 
down, and to return the young Shah, Mohammed Reze 
Pahlevi, from exile in Rome and restore him to jhe throne. 

Having just returned from his summer house in Tau to 
his palace in Riyadh, the King of Saudi Arabia was 
lU'infonned about (he Libyan coup. Libya, after all, was far 
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ipeml envoj irmcd froa King IdriSi wbo ttk»i tor tb« 
lidvice «nd support of die most powerful man in the recwD» 
Paiie] replied *TeU bin not to worry too much. He'll be 
ibie to come back eooD. By nuking a frontal amk oo the 
Airuricicu these youngsters have gone too far.” Per oecc« 
Faisal was wrong. 

For the first time, experts at the US State Departmene. 
led by Janes Akins, were consulted. Acting on thm urgent 
advice, the Niion White Rouse am du eraar w evacuate 
the milicary beses in Libya. WesnsAgton hoped to trade the 
bases for an uninterrupted supply of oiL Two weeks and a 
few riots later, the British govemineot followed soil. Ji 
issued instructions to its anny—mm whose fathers had 
fou^t to riecory under MoQtgmiiery ia the Libyan desert—' 
to evacuate the famous bases of Tobruk and Benghati. 
Qadbifi bad won. 

The Arab world was astonished it this upheaval, but an 
even greater battle was shapiue 'lap-^t with militarr 
garrisons, but with nwre fonnidabTa advenaiias: the big ou 
companies. The young Libyan revolutionary did not want to 
slow the pace of events for a second. He confided to Mayor 

i allud that ha intended to proclaim the immediate nationa* 
isation of all oil companies operating in Libya, 
jallud sensed the danger and had the courage to warn 
Qidhafi. He did so at length, repeating what he had learned 
at receptions and dinners about thelomidable nanire of 

rous than nilit- 
undentand. 
run the risk of losing 


receptions 

modem economic power—far more dangero 
ar^^wer. Qadhafi Usteoed He wantaa to 



ly nationalisin 

fver^hing," JiUud told him. "You run the risk of a boycott 
that will paralrie us, tince all the companies stick together 
They'll close down the wells, stop the pumping equipment 
and transportation, cut off sales and distribution networks. 
And we don't have a single technician to do it for us. YouVa 
running the risk of bankruptcy. That's just what theyVe 
waiting for.” 

"What do you propose?” Qadhafi asked. 

"Don’t take over the companica—they won't be any good 
to you," was Jallud's reply. "You're going to have nothing 
on your hands but empty ouUdings and wb that can't be 
used. What you want is tbeir money. That's where it all 
started, remember? Without warnittg they decided to lower 
the 'posted price’ per barrel of oil pump^ from Arab soil, 
Use prica was low enough before the cuti Your job b to 
make them bend on that crudal point, to make them go 
back on their decision. Everything will work out, providad 
we can win this first round..." 

"Well, then, let's announce it,” Qadhafi said. 

“No,” replM Jallud, "if you tackle all the companies 
operating in Libya iheyll refuse immediately and uneoi* 
mouflyyThey can do without Libyan oil for a long time. We 
can't hold out that long. Go after just one roaiMJiy and get 
that company to sign a new contraa that calls for a price 
increase For eiample. fifty cents more on the barrel, lliat 
wiU be enough It will be victory,” 

The plan was adopted. Qadhafi, togaiher with Jallud and 
a few advisers, studied the list of foreign firms operating ou 
Libyan soil. Occidental Petroleum—Armand Hammer’s 
company—had no other oilfield in the Middle East. 
Occidental's representative was givm an uitimatum: either 
he accepted a new contract and an increase cd fifty cents on 
thv posted price pet barrel or Libya would shut down bb 
cnmiiany's facilities—without touching those of the other 
cninpanies 

Arcnand Hammer, SO years earlier before going Into oU, 
had charmed Lanin hunself with assbtance a be* 
leaguvred Russia and was thus able to make his first 
fortune in the Soviet Union. Now be found himself in the 
sjtion of an isolated bostage. Nobody woqld fael sorry for 
lin. He was detested by hts peers and espedally by tim 
Seveo Sbtera. Hammer was no fool, and it did not take him 
long to understand that no one would rescue him. He 
signed 

Within two weeks the other "independents” in Libya. 
'Stunned to Hammer’s capitulation, also signed, and before 
the end of the mor.ib the big oil compenies gave in as well. 
On 14 September 1970, an Arab country for tbe first time 
imposed a price increase on the whole oil lysiem ol tbe 
Western world. 
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America, Kissinger told the Shah, would not 
balk when the Shah asked lor a price hike, 
any price hike. By the end of 1974. halfofsll 
I United States arms sales wore being funnel* | 
I led into a single nation, Iran. 

lit \i I Hivj's c^.ulhali innk iho tiiM sivi> 4 ii 
« (MUcmI ot (111 from rhi> SWst. il wjvSdudi AidhuS 
K MI u I' j I s<t! ti( I h jd : lie c« iii ii i nj; w vx |i loir «i I •« i iii’i * • mflK ( 
01 I Ik* V.asi ih>il mnilil vrifare thv umdimii^ lor «i 

i«ii,il vKion oi ul'I.C Hin W 4 S sim|»U'-lHil I'vciy 

(li*1v(i<J\ ii (>11 lti> uUihiv (o cimicol ewms K*iiwl 
ik'i iiUd m Vi! \ (h.il would ufirec lo oTiMMisi* .1 |^.*tM*rjl 
.md UK'^null'd 01 i enihurtio juJ hv would du it ,il ihif 
Miunieiit will’ll i\ now. and ineviiul'lt*. Aiftl) 

\si\w\ would ffu|)i Hi’ riiMKiH’d a (hc«c pranRed ^raiuRv, 
(tKus'>iu,c on (.iiro, WjNkiiiRion. Mosi'mv 
( Hito lii’iMUs* from ilu’ic would romv tb<* miUiurv ilush 
ikar would ilk' I iiiumsidiut‘v lor *hv i’ml»ar£(k^ 

liuntud I i»ni'i(Mii,iiii>o iU'Nik*u«Hl (o lalK’ ilir WvnI uround 
Kr.ii I S.iodi Ai;iluirv iinmedMr Nolidutilv wiili ilk* Arabs 
u’uuUl tollow .ind ihuN m.iki' ir pi*’>M)ilc‘ ro virikt’ while 
\MhMOUN lull liiiih 

Kusu)''« pirfo iiIm^ hinttrd uii N^u>limKioii Tlio Kinc did 

uot I'jiii to creuio «(ri uirinKabli’Mtuutiori un llie Japjni m* 
had dorir ,11 IV>iil Haihoui uhvrr thev iii*nrd Ameiuu into 
an im|ihK(d>l(’ Ii’n He ihvretore iho (’iiiterl Stutes unc 
lu^l iHJi firm w,lining m ihe liRhi irf iIh’ii \eiy old 
r K’iidship. This Wiis icniemliercJ unlv alU’i rhe emlMreu 
I hiriliv. rlivro was Moscow. A Middle conflict, 
openmu With n niiUtarv lonfrumatinn and ^ipii’uijinR 10 ihe 
uihonivs. entailed enurmou^ risks of eKalatioii 4 nd iif 
conlmni.Miori tn’tween ihc nuclear suiierpuwers huisul 
wjnii’d lo uiuid ilm. Tims he warned Mvkow iH’furvhand 
ihrit a showdown wa^ cvmiiiR—at a time that he would 
indicuie I.Mvi on. He enplnmed re the Russians (hut the 
ssope of the conflici would he Itmiied and would in no way 
riiti’ii Sovirt inreresis He wet t herd ore lountiiiR on rhe 
V.SSK's neiiirjlitv In exihonue fur ihis. FhisuI pive them 
U’.i.soti in hopi' tor hotter reblivns in the I'lituce 
ERvpiX Presidt nt Anwei Sudat iume 10 Riyadh to visit 
ihc Ktii^ Olid relumed satisfied brcrtUNO Suudi^ruhui had 
liaHkly aitreed 10 \mk hitn with ihe weupixi of oil haiwil 
promised that d HRVpi Uiinched a war carefully cnoii|;h 
planned 10 ensuie several days of success, an oil enilMrRU 
uo'dd he im|H>sed thereby forcing the West to Mop the 
(11* hi mg. <11 id shape j new policy lor the Middle Fast. 

Rot HIM the Siiudis warned m alert the AnuTicans. 
Sheikh ^amiirii left fui Washingion accocnpanivd Uy his 
depul s. Kiu^ Kois.iTs sim Soudi Faisal An unpaUruble 
vuimisr uwaiieH thentr Wjiergare 
lu Kiv.idh rliey hud not imagined rhar the scandal could 
had' liiuhed pru|iurium> capahie of paralysing the Whde 
Hdum . ihus isiiluiiiig President Nixon The entire mencan 
polimal wuilJ. goi ernment and legislature, was cniicerRed 
VI(ill onlv one issue. Wuiergntc atid the call f«H impi’aih 
no III The whole congressional and judicial sy&tvm was 
badly shjki'n In 11 lew muiiths ihv uisis wiudd lead 10 
\»suo\ I CM gnat ion Yiimani was received iourteviusly. but 
iio •>oe listened Kmg Faisal, in Riyadh, was stupefied by 
Mu il hluitiiK'ss .md indilfcrvncc*. 

It< desp.iir. Y.unani g«iee an interview to two reporters 
fM<ni (he IF'ash/ngrori i’05/, [>avid Oitaway and Ronald 
Kovru 1 he iurerviuw could not Lie lerrihly explicit ton the 
Kihc's orders I, but the word thtit counted, the tabooL'd word 
* eiidsirgu," ivjs iived- i» co.se. explained Yatnani in care- 
lidiv chosen woidi», “America failed lu revise ils oveiiill 
policies in the liglir of the objectives of the new Arab 
IM AVer 

In all oT Washingiun. only iina government official 
Kuispi.’cl the message Again ii was James Akins, still «i his 
|mm pi in>' vtate department watching the oil Irnni He 
«ueruiiv prepared a memo and had it delivered lu the 
Whdf Ffou.se. in his nine he warned the President and 
Henry Kivsmgei '’his about the '‘real danger, for the 
Cirst time, of '<* durable oil emlurgu " It vwiuld oc imposed 
/ .saudi Arabia itself, Akins said, ^if the United States 


failed to en^ into Middle East negotiations in coming 
munihwparticularly, on the oil Question. These inevitable 
oi'giMiatmns had been delayed all loo Umg for the siabiliiy 
of svurid economy, iiuw deeply threatened “ 

StMin never read Akins' memo. Klxsinger filed it away. 
He hud his own Mideast strategv. 

I ll 197) Arab oil countries had the means 'o imp(»se an 
tmhatgo America with its own production and its 
reserves, could h<»ld <iul r<»r a Umg time Europe uiul Japan 
could not. In ihe face of a true embargo, they w’ould be 
forced to give ui immediaielv. for they hud neither the 
means to n it list and an embargo nor to circumvvni ii. At 
slake was the cohesion uf the mductrial world. 

Kissiogor tlioughi he saw his personal chance to c<ipi> 
with the sHuanon and lucn it ro his advancago, even after 
the iiierliable embatgo was declared. He would stall for 
lime, recreate u kind of unity, and exert cciunterpiessures 
on the Persian Gulf. A mo^ii.s civendi was possible, he 
thought, but on one condiueri' under no circutnstunces 
could Israel lav herself open to a charge of aggression. 
Conhckmtlv he explained this iu Colda Meir and Moshe 
Duvan. even ihough he knew ihe sacrifices that it would 
entail. • 

Kissmger showed them the other side uf the question. 
The Cnited Slates depended on Arab oil fin thai autumn uf 
I97.il fui onlv ill (tec cent of Ms supplios. It was theiefore 
haidiv vulnerable 10 pressure Bui Kuru)»e depended on 
Middle r.asi oil lor 7^ per ceni of her necnls. and Japan fnr 
iK't cent These two pillais uf ihe American svsiem in the 
Atlantic and the Pacific had become wur»e than fragile— 
they liad been undermined. And America would noi 
consider breaking ii» alliances. Kissinger explained. That 
would mean disa’iter. 

For this reason, lie concluded, in appropriate response 
wav necessary. Initially the Israeli Army would have to beat 
ihc biuni oil ihe local from, Imt it would right ihe MtUBiioii 
laiei On ibe w(»rld front, ihar of energy, the Hnited Siuios 
would have to let I'aisal impose his embargo, fnr hu warned 
lo gam dm able conirol of OPEC America, not ihreaienod 
bv aiioil sboftago, would then emerge as ihe protector of iis 
allies and neguliate directly with Saudi Arabia for the 
mteri'sis ot the West us a whole That wav Kissinger's 
stiategy. IF Kissmger was so sure it wmild work, it was 
hecauM’ be held a trump cord for Ihe fiiml showdown with 
the King of Saudi Arabia; ihe Shah uf Iran. 

l>ie attack rame on Saturday night. None of IsrneVc 
ross‘iMM5 had been called up. None uf its outposts along ihe 
border had liven alerted. None ul its planes were in the skv. 
Ils lines iMjih Aorih and couth, along the Canal and on the 
Golan Heights, were piiTced The Jewish stale was under 
going ih« first hours <jf defeat and i etreat since its creation 
25 years before. 

On Ibi* day after Che initial onslaught, Faisal's civerall 
progtamme, tar awav from the battlelield, began to gear u]i 
'imoothly 1T>e vici.sviludes uf the light would be of majui 
concern (inly briefly. The great game had begun. 

On Sunday. 7 Octuber 1973. (he OPF.C delegates began 
arriving at Vic^nna to attend a meeting with the representa 
lives of the oil companies that had been planned a moncli 
c^arlier. Even before (he slightest rumour of war, OPEC had 
aAfvunced that on 7 Octuber, the price of oil would be 
doublt'd—at least. 

Ill a biiL'f mt’ino. Sheikh Yamam explained the reasons 
for ihis dei'ision. The rate of inflaiinn in the indusrriuJ 
countnev from 1970 to 1973 was cancelling out OPEC's 
benefits from the on. both in terms nf current income and in 
the value of Us huge Invcblments. This could not go oa. 
Despite new prices, the market wa^ .so strained by rising 
demand that the spot prices in Rruterdam had already 
jumped in $ S.OO a barrel at the end of September—while 
Uie official price remained sei at only S 2.SO. 

The minisiers of ibe. two most infLuenttal producer 
countries chaired the Vienna meeting; Yamani, tlie Saudi, 
and Amouregar, the Iranian. This was a clever move on 
Faisal's pan, for it showed (he oil companies that OPEC 
solidarity w4s not strictly limited to the Arab countries. 

Amuurcgar was the first to speak. Ignoring the news from 
the barriericld. where there was bitter fighting, he talked 
oil. and stated ai the outset that any agreement based on a 




figure lower then S 6.00 was oot of the quesiioa. These were 
the personal instructions of the Shah. That'evening he 
confided to a British observer* Anthony Sampson. “We 
became disgusted (ly their mercenary approach, bickering 
over every penny. Then we realised that the companies 
were now in a position of weakness even if they weren't 
admitting it. Deep down, thev were beginning lo panic at 
the idea that they might not be getting enough oil to supply 
their customers, no matier wh»i price they paid for it. They 
no longer had the strength lo resist." 

Speaking after Amomegar. Sheikh Yamani confirmed 
OPEC's dMisiun to go to S 6.00 a barrel. The oil companies 
were stunned. None of them was willing to accept an 
increase that high 

Yamani said later. “They thought they could start the 
bargaining as usual by offering us about 40 to 4S cents a 
barrel more, hoping to reach a compromise at an increase of 
about a dollar. They made a terrible misrake." 

The representatives of ihe companies requesied an 
adjournment to phone New York and London. Then tvro of 
them, delegated by the other;*—American George Piercy of 
Exxon and KrunchmAn Andre Benard of Sheil^expressed 
the wish to meet with Yemani dlonc at the Intercontinental 
Hotel Hoping to get Yamam'x support, thev indicated that 
if it two week delay were grunted ihey might be able to 
come to Terms on the price But (he Saudi had precise 
insi ructions from Paisal, He knew the sequence of upcooi 
mg t'senis Quickly he broke off the talks, refusing a delay 
"which wouJd be utrerly useless ’ He let Piercy and Benard 
know that "it would be to their advantage to bo more 
understanding" right awav. before the Vienna meeting 
ended on ihv following night. For the time being he wcnild 
go ou further. 

The follcming morning when the representatives :if the 
big companies ariived ai the conference hall, they found no 
one. During the night, Sheikh V.imam and the other nil 
mmisieis had left U» .iiteiid ihc meHing id ihe Organisation 
of Arab IViiulvum Kxpoiiinu ( oiintncs (OAl'KCi in 
Kuwaii. on 1 uiwd.iv. 'J Ocrohet, The break had finally come 
There would he no more dialogue with the companies. Thev 
w’ould lijve fo negoiiiite directIv with governments. 

Orilv I.ondon’s f’linriiCM/ Times devoted a few lines on 
page l.i lo (he went, iiii eieni which would shake the 
foundations of ihe world economy Reporters from the 
world press w*cro all covering the miliiarv confiki in 
Israel-^as it it w’ere Mill a time when arms determined the 

tuiure, 

111 the mceiing hall oi the Sheraton Hotel in downtown 
Kuwait. OAPEC whs holding the most important meeting in 
Its hiMnrs The ministers of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
ot>«nod the session with an immediate demand for a 
gent I (d tmbeirgu. a proposal that caiii^f many delegates (»ff 
guard. The discussions grew heated. They tri^to gauge the 
impact of I his crucial ducisinn There was same wavering 
At that point, as f’aisai and Sadat had arranged m advaiue. 
the arrival of Egypt's new* oil minister. Mohammad Hillal. 
u'riS announced His plant* had lust come in frwp Cairo. 

Hillal had risen rapidly in his country’s governmental 
ranks after his return from the United States with a degree 
in chemical engineering. A senior adviser to Eg^'s 
President, he was also an excellent speaker. He brou^i to 
the meeting a personal message from Sadat calling for 
complete Arab solidancy. In particular, the Egyptian leader 
was urging an embargo for that very afternoon, m the name 
of those who were eying in battle against Israel along a 
front that widened with each passing hour. HiUal was 
driven from the airport in hi» Kuwaiti colleague’s powerlul 
American car, preceded by an official escort, along the 
brnad avenues nf rhe eleen modern city, brightened by flu; 

E ^astel colours of the famous double-domed water towers. In 
ess than 10 minutes he was in the Sheraton’s lobbv. 
identical to those in Houston or Dallas. When he reai^ed 
Che conference halL all his colleagues rose lo their feet. 

Deeply moved, Hillal had time only lo say a few 
wDrd«—nothing mere was necessary Without a moment's 
delay. Sheikh Yanar.i put to «i vote the monon propoMng 
that the Arab heads of state decree an oil emMr^ and 
invite OPEC as • whole to join in this move. There was 
neither deliberation nor abstention. The decision was 
unanimously adopted 


By the erxt of Kissinger's reign, in the winter 
of 1976. hrs policy had profoundly poisoned 
the Middle East's relation with the West and 
largely contributed to sealing the Shah's 
fate. 

Iraq was the first to au. Along wnh restrictions on 
deliveries, that coumrs' also announced the nationalisation 
of Exxon and Mobil Oil inMallations in Iraq's Bafti a oilfield. 
On the following day. Saudi Arabia. Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates jruntly announced an immediate cutback in 
their production and the gradual halting of shipments to 
the ports of Europe, America and lapan. 

How Kissinger heiped 
raise oii prices 

K (s>inger hud waited patiently tor the right moment. He 
na\ now the only pirivtm with the power and the 
lr(*edoni tif acimii to deal ps'Csonally with ihe one man who 
coiitnilkHl event S'M be King of Saudi Araliiu. 

I'nr numths beforv the OemWr war. Kissinger rarely Mi 
W.ishmgion. Ho pui his (lerstinal plane, Air Force 11, on 
siandbv status nhen ihr Fgvptiiirrs and the Syrians 
iiivadcd Israel he rcspiested an nudience with Fainal in 
Riyadh. Anoiliei round of ihe game wa« beginning. 

The Vniied States, srill ihi strongest industrial and 
miliiary Wvsicrn p<mef. w.ided into the strange fray. The 
si(uaii»n was exacilv the one Kissinger had imagined as 
soon as he spirited ihe word 'einhargo* in an interview 
gisun to Ihe (t'ashirigron f’rrM hy Yamani sevuul months 
hfirac All the s** nidi I ions that he would need in order to act 
had lieen mei He was ready fnr a showdown. 

kmg I’oisal. howeter. esen before ilie Secretary of State 
landed in .Kaudr Arabia, hud sent Yamani to Washington to 
addrovs ilu* Anieiican pi opie from the National Press Club. 
Befnie a forest ol T\' jiid iK*wsieel cameras Yamani 
declart'd. “ The chatutes lUal have token place in the w'lrld 
od situation will haxe ieperciis.>kims fof all asi>ecls of life* 
industrv, Konomv. finance and pohiKs The new world 
situation svill scarcely resemble (he earlier one The power 
To make decisions regarding viiergy, a power thai lor so 
long IMungiii to ihs‘ Western companies, is now eniirely in 
the hands of (he pr«>du<ing countries. Bevond oil, there in 
ihe question of (he transfer of fmanciaf power (hat will 
Iwgjn ti» reverse the situation Up to now it was a one-way 
street—lOH'ard the industrial countries. Now we are going 
to wiiness a ladical leversal for all countries concerned. 
The* h.ilance nf power in (he w’(»rld w ill never again he wha( 
ir was" 

Kissinger read Yairuro's vtatemenl before he met with 
Faisal But he was hardly comeroed by the price ol col or bv 
financial transfers. He had a very different question on his 
mind nn whom could the United State* rely as military 
gu>»rdian of (he Gulf apain<iT .Soviet inKTS'entiun? 

I'ssng The (actics of Metiemich in his Mideast negotta• 
ihms Kissinger had <ou* kind of (ruth fi^r Sadar in Fgypi. 
amqhcrlor Ass.id in Nvna. siill anuiher for Faisal in Saudi 
ArahiH —but he saved his real <ecreis for the Shah of Iran. 
Like MerrtTnKh. Kissinger felt sure that these statesmen 
distrustv'd uiu* Hiinthei too mui h io exchange heir secrets. 
In this way he I’uuld (nn himself in the centre of all 
djscu<.''HHi and retain the upt^T hand. 

Kissiogei was suaessfiil foi several months foihming (he 
war. IVheii the leaders ut the tjiill states did happen lo 
exchange a 1 v«' iwiiiidencvs, rash concluded simple tiui 
(he oiher had misntulersCiHHl what Kissinger hud said Bol 
alui iwsi or ihic*e slips nt (hi* kind. ;i growing nnmlier ol 
III JI s( ret ions Ixuiaa to geiioMie a u'fidin miMiuM among 
(he .Alai’S 

Thi< mtsdust grew* to onger when it heiaiiiv dear thur 
Ki'Singvi was noi seeking aos real agieomeiil on ml policy. 
(M was simpK not his pi ohlem. He had onlv one ohscssjuir 
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New Prestige 
«imne dot able 

AsftfrMire 
rMnrt nrarhes 
dangerooy levek 
there k lees 
wcai and leer 
‘V> theojokei 
^kvl• Prestige mU baa kmger 
tlwi -jov <sher ^ensure caiker 

Other reasons why New P ieipge 
IS (he best buy. 

A mtxe (bitahle esna thick baw 
al no fxrra cost. 

Snirdwr hinges Mth long Iwrtnfl 
stainless steel screws. 

A iwa auioliarv ha.*>dlr Mih a betset 

ffipllMt ways CDUl. 

New thwi detdgned kw ynengih and 
greMev ngidify 


Plui aH (he advsMages 

that made Pretoge (hr most »«n(e<l 

Cooker ku truer Ihirty 

years; 

Maid mum cooking space wtrh larger 
conulrten and ar> outer fitting lid 
VO you can cook a whole meal in 
mirMles. 

DoiiMe locking Iht i hai prrwnis 
the rooker bring opened while 
ihne Is pressuie tnside 

tasy nwinaeiMnie wilh servit e 
ceeirres all r>wf India. 

Sis convenienl sices. 

I SI assuranc e uf guailA 




AoiAKt 


prestige 



the people ulio lAtfoducetf 
pnmMt cooirtnp to Indio 
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thar (ran become a militarv bastion powerfV pnaugh w 
“project the oiV field (nmi the t.'S.SR To i^bjnKei only 
the Iranian Army was capable of <loin| 

Ah far back as 1S7] and 1972. Kissinger had had talks 
with the hhah <ind had commiried bimscll la providing Iran 
with all the modern weapons availahle frnni the I’nitcd 
Stares. As the Shah's revt'nues (torn oil swelU*d vrar bv 
venr. his appetite far the most sophisiicaied wotipons kept 
pace In Fact, he no Inrceor bothered even to cjlcutair* ihe 
price oF those arms 

By 1972, this deal between the two men pave mn«' to a 
disturbing problem Iran no lonetT had enough money la 
pay fcir such (alnilous weapons The Shah lould not Fihh the 
bill anyQlure. The solution was handed to KisNlnger and the 
Shuh in 1^4 hy the embargo, ivhich nghiened the ail 
market to the point where prices could be pusht*d up almost 
al will, this c-ould allow the Shah in stav finonciullv 
41 log 1 —and continue rn toder US weapons. 

America, Kissinger told the Shah, would not balk when 
ihc Shah asked fur a price hike, any price hike. Bv the end 
of 1974. haif of ah’ I'nired .Stares grm.s Silk'S were being 
Funnelled into a single naimn. Iran. 

The other < urnerstnne on w lich Kis^nger hoped in build 
his Middle hast (Mlicieb was the kingdom oF Saudi Arabia. 
Kissinger wanted Riyadh to uae its growing Iinanoal (xiwei 
lu support the sagging; dollar and help balance the liAlhHui 
Ing governmoni deficit. That is why Secrcrarv of ihr 
'lreasiiry,Stmori,was >erii to Taif in 197') to A«k for Saudi 
help on a regular basis. Following iJrai visit, the kingdom's 
central bank, the SAMA iSuudi Arabian Monelarv Agency), 
bought a sizable quant its of AmeroMii government secur 
hies each month 

During tme talk wiiU Ki-singer ihal vimi. King Falsa hold 
him ihat he ho^H'd to go on supperuiig the doll.u for the 
lime iK'ing—s.nte a was the i*nly reserve tiiiieiifv for the 
(liilf coniiiru's—hut he wouldoi Ik* .ihit to coiitiiiuv if 
frenuvoi “stioeks' continoed ui phigue the oil market 
Ai( orditig!v, he urged Klssmg(<r to put w nous |>ressurc on 
the Shflh to Mop pushing Foi ever liighei prices 
Jami s Akins, ombassudoi to Riyjdli al that lime, wioie. 
" I he S<ind>s wire very uneasy The King's emissaiies came 
constantiv Ui see me saying lhai Kissinger must abaofurelv 
put pressure on ihe Shah iF we were to avoid vccmntnit; 
crises ami social lohsiunsnvei the wild'prices id uU flow is 
It lliai he i.in't manage lo do iliai'*''' 

In the .lUlumn of Pr74 KissingtT mode another visit loihe 
royal pal;Ke. to kc'vp I aisul alncasi iji Amciican diplumatic 
pi ogress toward a peaceful selilcment m the Middle busi 
In exchange inr V S .uiiun, he asked i1 the* King would he 
willing tn mslitute a unilateral rednetum m the prue of 
Saudi nil sn as lu Miibihsc' the market as a wlMde and avoid 
panic over prices, which were beginning to have obruKis 
and caiasrrophic lomcetiuences. 

After taking off From Riyadh in Air Force II. Kissinger 
tuld (he reporters accompanying him. “I found the Saculiv 
very understanding. Thev share nur analysu of the' need to 
stabilise oil prices hy muans of gradual but modcnale 
increases. We sincerely hope chat the utlior producers will 
follow the kingdom's example.** 

Kissinger was on his way to Iran, where he held a 
day long talk with the Shah at his Saadahad summer 
palace. They discussed the legion's miljtarv qneMioris, as 
well a> new equipment For the Iranian Army. .Voi j wnJ 
was said about oil. When rhe Shah meniioned in passing 
chat he would need more substantial revenues io roming 
months, Kissinger acquiesced. 

Shortly thereafter, Faisal's advisers received a report en 
(his meeting-'delivered bv the Shah himself 
The Saudi sovereign CGutd hardly believe it. Rut it wasn't 
the Fifst Ome that this kind of mfurmation had reached him 
He now began to have serious second thoughts alMiut die 
Slate Deparrmetil's poliev. the Shah's ambiii<»n>. ilie ba 
Unce of vcunnmic and military furces in the Middle East, 
the reguin'^ verv stability and its future. 

He uhdersionil that a verv high powered game was being 
pjiyed and that he was being kept um of a. And he 
riitapptoved thoioughly of ground rules, lie did not warn 
the Persian CuH ro become the centre of miliiury confronia 
ttoni. 

Kissinger rerurned once more (a Riyadh. The price of ml 



hod gone up for the fourth time in vi« muinhs. Me scarcely 
;wid aMeniion. Ti wasn't hiv piohicm. 

The King asked Yam uni lomcei theSerrelaiv of Si.ilr ut 
the airpoft tn trv in find out what was ut the iimi of I lie 
Amefhan's ihinkiog Yamani brought Kissingei to llic 
roval palace, accompanied bv Ambassador Akins The 
sinereign no longer hud the slightesi doubt abuut Ki'isin* 
geisdouMe game with the Shah, lie demanded firmly that 
America take a public pusiiian against the Shah's “ml 
policy.* which was breaking up OFKC's unity and threatuiv 
mg the polhual siabiliiy of the region as a whole 

Anthony Samtwoii, who wiuu'ssed pari <if the eiuountvi, 
wrote: **l watched ihv meeting between ihe iwo mrn in the 
King's big office in Riyadh VV'nh his tiisi iii.itiiiQ [,uc. iIk 
hitler linc*s at the cornets ol his mmirli. his perieTr.iTiiig 
Stan*. Taiwil did not make the slighlesi ul'foit lo gieel hu 
guest iKissingeri who came Townrd him smiling The King 
lold him in no uncutam leinis that he was di sum won led 
and ihal lie Considered Kissmger’s ilipluin,ic> a ludurv," 

Sampson sould not Mnv iinv longer Akmc later sup* 
plemenird Sampson's infill main in the King had coiitiimed 
Saudi Arabia's deteimmurion to keep eil price hikes very 
modoratr. knowing the risks id .i “wild" |xdicy. At ihv same 
time, ihi Saudis vriTe deliTmiiieil lo use the enihuigu 
weapini .igain if America and the West j,iih>d r.i he>uii 
dealing sctiousIv wiih the “Middle F.iM <|ufsiitiii '* 

Thiee days later, Kissirigvi joined the Shall, this tmu' in 
Switrerland. Vhe Shah h.irl ri<eivrd his oducatinn M the 
bvsi schools in (leneva and Zurich, and loved to ski in the 
Alps lie had even bought «i charming chalet m Saint- 
Mtuiit, where he si>eiil long and lre<|ueiit vaLatioiis, 
Tanned and smiling after thrt'e weeks in iliv mount,iins. he 
arrived by helicopicr. 

The meet ing n it h K i s si nger was war m me nc a ri A m bus 
sadoriolran.Kichard IMtns. form* i diiecioruf iheCVniud 
Intelligence Agenev. also attended He said Uier on. “ riiv 
questmn of oil prill's was rievei i.iiseitbv the two men. (Jn 
that question Kissinger lold the Shah to do uh,it seemed 
Ihsi to him *■ 

loiter (hat year Vamani wiotv a ]>eisonai leltcT in the 
Secretary of the Treasury in W.ishmgion “! should like vou 
lo know that we aren't alone in di awing .i i unci us ion ihui 
we wouldn't have expected m the light of current events. I 
utti referring tn the fact that American pcilii y doesn't seem 
al all geared to a mcwferalion ol oil pioe initeases Theie 
are wen thosi* among us who fend tli.il. ft*! politivid reasmo 
which ccmaiii partialIv obscuie. Ami'iiuii iliphneais «I'li 
•dsienrly supports those who deni,ind the • n>'<Mtii!> a 
piicv increases ^ We are no Itnigei iouviucmI In the 
American government's puhhe staiement tc (he voniraiv 

Nixon hod bv now lieen replaced m the White House bv 
Gel aid I'm d. wrho gav e K i ssin ger a n ev er I ree r hand to d<> u s 
hv pleased with ihe ^tiddle Knst. oil. the Shah's arinv und 
thC' game with Saudi Arabia 

Bv (he end of Kissinger's leign, in the winter of 1S7h. his 
policy had profoundly poisoned the Middle K,oi's rcluiiuiu 
with the W’esl and largely cnntribiiied To h ^> 

fair. Roliiicalchao},. firuinci,il i.iao*^ s 

fnllow. And the United Stales und the etitin won,; 
soon be* able (o measure the extent of the disaster. • 





Sail's (feath was 
a personal loss" 




nalloss 


do iopit 6*ck oe 
m I A your renn » ooajBiiiwa- 

I / or poto, Deihi? 

# A:! tIuBkii wualuHl* 

cnarfc in ay c$nm ai a 
poaeo offkir. I look bou oo ie aa cbt 
beat ponod of of aervico, aoc oq ]^ 
bocauaa I aorvod i( the kl^tOM poo* 
cioB but aUo bocauie it wia a Tory 
chiUeoftni laak. I took ovor ti coo* 
oiMiooar of police at a dme orhoo 
wart not Tory Sood. Lot of 
thiap «roro btlu Mid aboat the d*> 
mortliaation (in Im polige lorceX a^ 
out ibo inaoaio m tht oine nio, 
thisfi liko that I criod to do ay boot 
and wt did achiavo aooio jood raaolo. 

Q: 004 ct4f$4 04$ thst 4oriJM yokr 
Mourr the domonHiotton and oe Uw 
«d order afrvadoa dM oor duui#e. 

A: 1 wouldn't Mv tbhi. The law and 
order dniacion dio improve cooaidor- 
ably: flfuree ihow that and ereu moo 
poUcicaJ panlaa, lOcludiM the ooei 
that did not like me parwaally, admit¬ 
ted in thair prlTate convarutioai dtat 
the law and ordar ntuadon haa im* 
proved. The prate hae often aBegad 
that I tumaiBOd crime Katiebcai t 
aaiAtalfl that in Delhi aobody can do 
that. Haiooui offencae ire lapoeeibk 
to lupproii and no conKiencioue 
police officar will cry to luppraai 
crime atadatke bacauea it ooaea't 
help. 

. One bae to know the real iltuitioB ia 
ordar to deal wiib it. Wo wore Aara to 
deal with tba eicuacioa and we had eat 
our eycf Co the cealitiae of lifa» or we 
wouldn't have bean able to moat tho 
challeaia. The fact ii diat tho o^pta 
eicudtioB did improra. It wae a rooiilc 
of tho aAorta made by Delhi police 
uodor my euperrialoa, end if chli waa a 
riomfraliean forco the raeuka would 
not htva boon ae food ae they wara. 

Q: Nothing hoi come our of two 
racoar caeav: the bomb enloeieo or 
chaheimf of Jdr/af(dl^ WorUFaad 
tho Qutb Minor tngody. 

hi Ai far at tba Qutb crafody b 
concoraod it la Tory wrou to wtociaie 
the Delhi poliea with it. Tho Qvtb 
trafidy wae an uolorttmato apieoda 
but 1 aM*! know bow tba polka could 
htT# pravantod li. Tho poliea wai not 
chartad with iho raqwaaibiUty of 
day*te^d 0 effelre at 
tha Qtttb Ulnar, hrticukrfy lAoB tho. 


tha Qtttb Ulnar. 


yAoo tho^ 


romwieioa of Inquiry k leoUaf into 
tha Burner, for anybody to My that tba 
polka ii to blaiM ii a unfair 
mcomant. PoUca hai nothiof to do 


A (aiephone nnfs in ibo offict of 
47~y4or-oIil Pritom Suigh Bhi/tdor, 
commiuhoor oi poJke. Delhi on tbo 
ohwnooo of ZS Decembrr l»i. Ho 
hoe been rvfiovad of hi$ post. ‘Hood 
Oftr chorgo to Mr Bojr^ Lai,* ho ii 
tokL Thoi todt tho coofroversiei 23- 
monri] roflure oi Mr Mhiador as the 
Drihi oolica chief. 

A mead of the iaro Soaioy Condhi. 
Mr Mhutder has always ben io the 
Item saaca 1975 whao. as aa addrcknai 
D/(j in NewDefhi, he becaor inroioed 
tint in the TWkatea Care domoUttoo 
epitode and lafor tht Soodot aurdar 
casa. Whea Mn Coodhi came hack to 
power in IShO, Mr Miodar became rhe 
police chief of rbe copitot, one of the 
moot impenoat >obe e poikeman caa 
hotd> Hh tena/t wot newer free from 
conrroweny: er a ry kind of charte was 
mode ogoinst him, end his r^eOens 
wtrh tha preps ware never cordial. 
After he wos tuaaterify remored from 
his Job, Anlf Soon met bia to geugt 
bis eaotioat "end report his riews on 
hii conrrorenioi days both in and out 
of power. 


P. S dkjAder.’ *t cooid have been told 
to go out grtetfaUy' 



vrith ebe day*to4ay manofement of 
tha Outb Miner. A different oreaniH* 
non fts in eharte) and it U utuornin* 
ate. (hat inferences are drawn without 
really foinf deep into the matter. The 
only thlof whkn people eccuu the 
police (rf vras that we reached lat^ 
which aaain ii not a fact, bocauae I was 
myself trwre withio ounutes of heaTine 
amt it. The police force had reacheo, 
<aod wia asiiiced by) people who par* 
cidpaiod in the operationi to rescue 
people. We took tbe inlured to the 
nospita]. 

So far as the bomb explosion Is 
conctfikod, 1 have never said rhe ^ice 
has always been able to Mlve all the 
caaos. Tm trouble is: nobody notices 
any case the police has worked out. 
7 m biffest tragedy of a poheeman’s 
p^essiOfi is that under the best of 
drcumstancei all we do is maintain 
normaky—so there is nothing con¬ 
crete we can show you (as success). A 
very iniaUigent police officer, by sheer 
hard work, can only bring about nor¬ 
malcy: we can't My, look we've built a 
daal Tbe Dumber of cases that we 
•olve, tbe number of cases that we 
work out, the number of people we 
arrest is not known to the people. This 
is normal. But vdienever we cannot 
solve i case, it is noticed. Iliere is no 
police force in the vrorld which can 
aoJve all the cases it is given. 

Q: About tbo Qutb Minor tragedy, 
some people in (be city toy there was a 
local gang utTolred. ibe Delhi police 
bos oot orreotod onybody, nor Iras ir 
detected the people involved, Pecpie 
say tbe case was bushed up. 

A: I don’t want tn go Inio graat datall 
in thia.matter because there is a com* 
ffifsskm of inquiry looking into this 
tragedy. But the lufortunete thing is» 
vn criN everything poiaiblf and tbert 
ware poliddm who nade (ecortes of) 
the Qutb tragedy without even viiiciog 
the site. 

Q: Such Oi who? 

A: We need not nama anybody, but 
we know them, t know them. If you 
read thair itatemaats In tbe newtpap* 
en you will find tbma wu more poo* 
tics in their itatameots than anyiniai 
else. So let's not go into this mattar. 
Thera ia a comnUsaloo of Inquiry look* 
lag into It and If aomabody is found at 
fault ha will be hauled up. But. let me 
tell you. this is not ebe first incldem of 
this me that has taken place in tba 
world; stampedas do take place and 
have taken piece In the past, Siam* 
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pedM bi¥e €wta uJcen piftce in $oat 
of the most drUued or moic advanced 
•ocicciet. So it it not somethini veiT 
UDiuual. Wt bad, if*s cra^, oobodj 
iikea to lee a tight like this. In fact, 1 
mentwoed to somebody that this was 
the first time 1 bad ever seen anjching 
like that in my life It's a very tragic 
Ibutg, but it is not something out of 
chit world. In this large world stam* 
pedes do take place. We can onl'^if 
we think that such a tragedy is likely 
to occur agaiifr^take some preventive 
sten. UnforTunitely, nobuy visual* 
ised, nobody even tMught that eucb a 
thing was poesible. * 

Q: t/oder you, did the Deibi poiice 
maJce inv suggestion to the govern* 
menr of fndia about improving 
ttrr$a$ements at ibe Qutb Utnar ted 
other moAumeets? 

A: Not to my knowledge* 

Wbar were the successes and fah 
ures duri^ your term at ewnmission- 
er of police? 

A; My achievements, as 1 .said 
earlier, on the law and order front In 
1990 were thet there were 20 per cent 
less cases as compared to 1979, if I 
remember correctly. In 19B1 there 
were 21 per cent less cases ai com* 
pared to 1990. We had fewer triifiC' 
deaths. And we had a major riot situa¬ 
tion in August 1980 which was control* 
led in record time in a very systematic 
manner, by our verv bold efforts, while 
in some w the other cities the riots 
went on for months together ^us 
<Delhi) was the only place where com¬ 
munal trouble erupted end ire control¬ 
led it in a matter of hours. That. 1 
think, was a very major achievement 
of the Delhi police, and I was perrenal 
ly present, looking after the arrange* 
ments. The manner in which the police 
fought the rioten was a very major 
achievement. Another very big 
echievemeni to the credit of the Delhi 
police in my time was the management 
of the Kisan Rallv on 16 February 
1991. It was, as the press Mid, the 
biggest rally ever held in the world 
and we made very good arrengeneots. 
Some of the people from BBC who met 
me during the course of (bis rally, told 
me, 'Mr Bhioder if you had been the 
commissioner of police in London you 
would have been knitted.' Now 1 
don't expect to be knighted or given 
any reward; but the satislactioii was a 
very big reward. The public was very 
happy too. About 2S lakhs of people 
pouring into the city, stayed here for a 
number of days, and the rall^weni off 
without even a ndoor incid^t; there 
was not eveo a trafffc jam. Thai. I 
think, was a very big achlevemeat. 
Then. I got the protection of Section 
193 undei’ the CrrC for my force—they 
cannot now be prosecuted vrith^ the 
permission of the goverraneni, thai 
was a big morale-boosting measure. I 
also got an additional one month's pay 
for the force. 1 also had terycot wu- 
forme Mnctioned for (hern. 1 got an 
additional force sanciioaed in the 
shape of five battalions for the Delhi 
armed police. I chink these are some of 
the major achievements. 


'I am not averse to the idea of joining politics. I personal ly 
feel that if good people join politics they can do a lot of 

goc^ to this country.' 


0: ¥fhat ivouM you tay wtrt your 
fauurts? 

A: Well, as a huBian beiu I don't uy 
that there could be eo failures bu( I 
don't see any serious problem which 
the Delhi police faced (duriAg my 
time) while the polke forces ail over 
the country were fadAg all sorts of 
unrest, strikes. Welt 1 aad no prob¬ 
lems in (be Delhi polke force. It wia 
absolutely smooth sailiog. Which 
again, I think, was a graai achieve¬ 
ment in these days wbira priw are 
riling and uAenploymeBt u iSCTeas- 
ing. All these factors have (heir own 
uopact on (he morale of policemeo 
also but «re still had no diiKipUne 
problems, whkk I think was very cre¬ 
ditable. I dool My that there were no 
failures, there must be, but at leiasr ae 
a human being I am not conscious of 
(hose failures. If somebo^ poimed 
(hem out to me. maybe 1 wijj admit it. 

0; DesMte these achievtmeon, de- 
spite rheloya/iy you here shown to the 
powers that be, why hare you been 
transferred? h this the reward (or aJI 
that? 

A; 1 am a govenunent servant and I 
am not competent to comment on my 
transfer. 1( is the prerogative of the 

f overnment to traiwer socsebody and 
think my being here as a commission¬ 
er of police for another six months 
would not have been any specially 

t reat reward (or me. 1 don't think 1 
ave been punished in any way. 
(hough I feel that ibis transfer could 

Btfr^na Lat. the SS-yvar^oU IPS officer 
who took orer as polite commtiioear 



have taken place a little more 
gracefully. 

Q: Woir are your plans for the 
future? 

A: I have taken four months leave. 1 
am planning to take somrmore leave. 
1 have a lot of family problems to sort 
out which I intend attending to. 

Q: There is a rumdur that you might 
reure /ram the force. 

A: 1 bare no such plans at the 
monent 1 have 11 years (o go and 1 
hare given the best years of my life to 
this service and I wouldn't leave it iust 
like (hat. 

Q: What about the rumour which 
says that you wiU Join potitica? 

A: I hava no definite plana as yet. I 
have not given any thought to this 
mat ler because 1 don't thirikl have the 
tW to indulge in politics. PoUtks is 
not something you can carry on while 
sitting at home.! hare told you I have 
some persona] problems I would much 
rather (solve them first). 

0. Have you ever rhou^r of joining 
politics? 

A: 1 am not averre to this Idaa. I 
parsonallv feel that if good people join 
politici they can do a lot of good for 
(he p^le of (be country. A person 
:an join politics tf be has ue means eo 
make a mark in poUtica. (For me) it is 
a ^estion wonn going into. 

Q: Are you being tipped for enother 
posting io Delhi? 

A: 1 doo'i know. Cve not met any¬ 
body and, frankly speaking, 1 have not 
asked anybody. 

Q: WUS you prefsr a posting in Delhi 
to going back to Haiyaoe? 

A: My altitudes towards life are 
rather different. 1 hare taken things as 
they come. I have never manoeuvered 
I have never pulled wires. Personally 
speaking, because ray wife (Mn Sukh- 
beos Kaur, IIP) is here, my children 
are studying here. I'd love to be in 
Delhi But 1 don't know what will 
happen eventually. 

Q: Many people in the Indian police 
rate you among its best officers. Yet. 
you *00 became a very controversial 
figure. 

A: Well, I can only remind you of 
vrhat SMneone said (tn my context)— 
that it is only the people who work 
who become controversial. If you just 
stay put in one place, nobody vrili 
know you. Thvre are a lot of people of 

my seniority whom nobody in the 
CQuntre knows. I em not being very 
immodest, bur the very fact that peo¬ 
ple talk about me and cell me con- 
troversiel means (hat I must be doing 
something. I am a man of action. As I 
have already told you I am not a 
perfect man. I have my failings. I have 
mp weaknesses and maybe I mso m^e 
mistakes sometimes. But the feci re¬ 
mains that 1 am a man of action end if 
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"Some people say that I posted a large number of Stkhs. It is 
very unfortunate that if a Sikh posts a Sikh it should be taken 
to be an offense, but if a Hindu posts a Hindu it is a normal 
thing. I feel very hurt about it.' 


Dy virtue oi that quality I become 
cuntroversial, I think I shwid he very 
proud oi the iact. 

Q- As § Aumtf /1 being, wfut do yov 
think are your fattings? 

A; 1 know I am not a perfect man. 1 
have cummon human faiJinies. I an an 
ordinary human being. I don’t say that 
[ am a superman. So whatever common 
human railings there may be, I have 
them. 

Q: Do you lose your temper ^uickJy? 

A: ] think so. tf I don’t Hke soffie< 
thine I don't mince mv words. I mv it 
rnnklv on the face uf the person if I 
don’t like somebody. 

0: fr is said you did net permit 
political interference m police admi¬ 
nistration and work mg whjfeyou were 
commhiioner? 

A: I must admit that 1 did not allow 
Iniarferance in my work. 

O. Did you get transferred because 
pc lit t€ Ians aisliked your working 
style? 

A; I don’t know why I got transfer¬ 
red. I often told a lot of my friends that 
inspite of what happened to me during 
the Janata days--tne harassment that 
1 went throu^t—1 have tried to assure 
itcrupulousJy that nobody got harassed 
or persecuted m retaliation. Through 
your media I would like to put it to toe 
people of Delhi that if somebody has 
suffered because of my vindictiveness> 
I would hke TO know about it. f can 
assure you that nobody suffered mere¬ 
ly because he belonged to a particular 
party nr had a particular religMn or a 
particular opinion 1 fried to ensure 
(hat. I succeeded in doing that I think. 

Q: You also ordered the censorfng of 
meil and the tapping of phones by rbe 
police. 

A: That’s what t always sa^you 
must do your homework. Pardon my 
saying that. No police officer in the 
country is comp^ent to order that. 
The law does not permit that. I am 
sorry we cannot go to the press to 
make statements on these issues, but 
no police officer in the country is 
competent to order censorship of mall. 

Q: Bat there was a newsreport that 
you had ordered it? 

A: Yes, there was a newsreport. 
Most of that report was based on 
inaccurate information and the mailer 
ha% been gone into great detail by both 
Houses of Parliament and it was found 
that there was nothing in it. It was 
strictly within the bounds of law and 
the law does provide for censorship of 
mall in certain conditions. Bur I would 
again verv specially emphasise that no 
single iftuividual is competent to order 
this arbitrarily. 

0.' tVas mail censored by the Delhi 
police under <pei'j7/c instrvciions from 
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the poJiticaJ eueevrire? 

A; No, I wouldn’t say that 
O: what were the compulsions? 

A; 1 think it is a very delicate 
matter. As a government servant I 
cannot discuss it with yo\^ but 1 can 
only say that such operatiOAs are al¬ 
ways carried out with a lot of care and 
caution and nobody can do it arbitrari¬ 
ly. The postal ’authorities will not 
cooperate with you unless you ate 
strictly covered Uw. I would not be 
able to contradict the story which 
appeared in it word by word, but most 
(H it was based on fictioo. It had no 
basis. The least that one would expect 
from a good journalist U that he 
should <be familiar with) the Act. Ihe 

C revisions of law under which it u 
ring done and then ask me a question 
whether 1 can do it or not. I won't call 
that a cock-and-bull story but it was 
not based on accurate information. 

As a police officer, do you think 
the ceosorsAip of aasl is ;usr/fied 
eacrpf in ihe case of cnmrna/s. spies 
and other anti-naiiORaf rJemenrs* 

A; 1 would say that running the state 
is not a very easy job It is a very 
difficult job to do, and to be able to 
run (he state, to be able to administer 
the counter efficiently, you have to do 
a lot of things and somebmes you may 
have (0 do it fcenaorship). Therefore, 
penonally 1 have nothing against the 
censorship of mail and the censorship 
of telephone conversatioitt. 

D- One charge Is that under you (hr 
D^hi police oKame riddled with fac¬ 
tions and lobbies. 

A: I don’t think that the Delhi police 
had more facboas and more lobbies 
during my time. They were always 
there. In such a big force certain 
elements will do their Tobtmng. Aga in. 
1 must say that I treated this force as 
my family. I have never been vindic¬ 
tive to anybody, nobody can come 
forward and say that 1 was vindictive. 
Xgoygh people who actually deposed 
against us are serving hi the Delhi 
pobce force. 1 have not harmed them. 
In the course of normal work you post 
a particular man to a particiuai posi¬ 
tion, others don't like it. so there's 
some bickering, somi; lobbying, some 
wire-pulling always going on, but by 
and large the force was free from any 
lobbies. 

O; ffe have learnt that a penicular 
DIG who belongs t» rhe anti-Bhinder 
lobby, bas received an outstanding 
confidential repon from you. Is it 
true? 

A' If there was an anti-Bhinder DIG 
he would not have been in the Delhi 

e iike. If there was an anti-Bhinder 
fC in tHb Delhi police 1 would have 
seen to it that he was not there and 


you know I was in a position to see that 
could be done. 

Q: At the same time people also said 
that appointments to key pohee art* 
rions were made to favourites by fou. 

A: 1 would say chat none of them 
has any relationship with me. I have 
no relations working In Delhi police. 
And these people, some of them were 
working as SHOs and ACPs even* be¬ 
fore I joined Delhi police, h Is very 
surprising that they were efficient 
then, and they suddenly became ioeffi- 
clem because 1 became the commis¬ 
sioner. It is a very narrow way of 
looking at chinp. Some people said 
chat t posted a large number of Sikhs. 
It is very unfortunate that if a Sikh 
posts a Sikh it should be taken to be an 
offense, but if a Hindu posts a Hindu It 
is a normal thing. 1 fee) very hurt 
about it. Most of these boys who were 
posted ai SHOs were not posted Thera 
because they were Sikhs end if you do 
a survey you will find that their niun- 
ber was not very large either. A large 
number of SHC^ (in Delhi) heve al- 
vrays been Sikhs. I would only say, God 
help This country where the ^Ople 
have the habir of politicising or eom- 
munalising those things. These were 
efficient tmy> and they ware picked up 
for a particular axsignmenr only be¬ 
cause they were suited for that. I also 
transferred a large number of Sikhs. 
Nobody talk), of that. If I were a man of 
this nature I would have seen that no 
Sikh not transferred. 


In recent years you have been 
visiting many religious shrines. 


O ■ 


A: I have had a deep faith in God all 
my life, right from my childhood. It is 
true that after mv troubles during the 
Janata regime I came a little more 
closer tu my faith. 1 have visited a 
number of holy places, both Sikh as 
wt-li as nun-Sikh. including a Muslim 
shrine in Pakistan recent^. 

Q: Do you think that Coil has been 
just to you? 

A. Yes. God has always been very 
iust and every adversity has taught me 
lessons and Ivnught me closer to God. 

O.' Would you talk about your in¬ 
volvement in the bandar maraer case^ 

A: Yes, it was very unfortunaie that 
the government should have thought 
of prosecuting me m a case where 
there was absolutely no evidence, ^e 
only evidence on the basis of whkh 
they thought (hat I could be prose- 
ojted for the murder was that 1 was 
alleged to have uttered, "Well done, 
chAun Aut (Well done, we're free of 
chat, now)," although the prosecution 
agreed that 1 was not even present on 
the spot when Sundar diM. I went 
there later but they said that Ipst 
because I went there and said, "Well 
done CAAuri Auj," so I must he privy to 
the conspiracy to murder Sundar. Of 
course, it has never been proved by 
anybody that Sundar was Ktaally 
murder^. But on some evidence, al^ 
out which I don't want to make any 
comments, my boys wart convicted. 
Fortunately Tor us they have bean 
acquitted recently by the High Cet^. 




It wu a very uafortunate inddefli. not 
only to ate an individual but in iba 
bbtofy of Indian police: to avenne cbe 
death of 4 deceit a loTenuneiit VM^d. 
decide to proaecute, on tuch fld&sy 
ovidanco* aenJor police officen for 
surder. t think clui Billie ioddcnt 
waa reapoiuibte for deatroyint some of 
the ago^d. aaiablUhed institutiotie in 
the country and it has ahekea iba 
confidence of the entire police force in 
the coBBCry. 

Q: l» your own words, whar actual^ 
haepoMd? 

A: Sundaf eacaped from police eua* 
tody, luaped iato the river end cot 
drowned. ^ body was found in the 
noraing. A pon*BorteiB vraa carried 
out, the dooor said Svndar died of 
drownuw. Thera was no injury on hit 
person. How, according to tbe ooedical* 
legal evidaaca, all the aueberities in 
tht world vary claarly aay that it it not 
potiibla to forcibly drown anybody-* 
an able-bodied person—without caua 
iog eny injuries oa hu person. It U just 
not posBMe. There was no injury, 
absolutely no injury worth the name 
OD the body of the person and the 
doctor*! report was categorical*^hat 
Sundar has died of drowning. Yet, in 
spite of this evidence, the (^nata) 
uvertuMot decided to prosecute us. I 
oon’t know whether I'm right onvrrong 
but I an told that a large number oS 
govtnunant lawyers had advised the 
goverament that there was no evi* 
dence to prosecute P.S. Bhinder. In 
spile of that some important personeli* 
lias who ruled the country at that time 
de ri dod that no, it has to be done. It 
was done. 

Q: You seem reiweranr ro go beck to 
Hvyano though yoo belong to the 
Haryand esdrs. ft is setd oy some 
people that cwie meson why you do not 
want to go back ro Na/yajia is because 
the present Har^aita hone minister, 
SitK.L Poswei, It t gujjar and Sunder 
was also a gajjar . 

A: One thing that vou should have 
known about my character before 
•aking such questions is chat 1 am not 
afraid of aayming in this world. There 
is only one power that I am scared of, 
that ts the power of God. I am not 
scared of any human being or any 
individual, t don't want to make any 
more comments on thia It's abeolutely 
imtnie to say that I aia afraid of going 
to Haryana because a particular gent* 
leman is the hsme minister of 
Haryana I have already loU you chat I 
know that there is another force. it*s 
not a human force that runs this uni' 
vtrae and if that force protects me, no 
individual can ham me. If that force 
doefs'i protect me then no emounc of 
proceoioD will be able to saiaguard 
me. $0 I'm nor scared of any indi* 
vIdtMl. it*s abaohitely prepoaccrous 
and childish on anybody! part to im* 
aglaa that I door want to go to 
Iwyaaa bacauaa a particular gantla- 
aun is the hoata ainlatar. Im not 
scamd of any human bami. It is vary 
wchiritabla on tht pan d some peo¬ 
ple (0 think that this particular gantla- 
miB who Is the home mliUtter and who 


*'No police officer in this country is competent to order the 
censorship of mart. The law does not permit that. I would 
again very specially emphasise that no single individual is 
compefeni to order this artrilrarily." 


is a gujjer, will harm me bacausa 
Sundar was a gujjnr and to avenga the 
death of gupar Sundar be ww be 
harsh towam ma. I don't think tbai 
anybody who il a miaiiter will be chat 
small minded. 

0 , H is else seid that you are a 
• persooai iriond oi Ur Banai Lt/ 
and you do not went to go to 
Haryono because Mr Bbejen Lei the 
prasear chief minitter, is eotagonistk 
to Mr Betui Laf. 

A: Uy personal relationj with Mr 
Bhajeo Lu are equally good. Mr Bha* 
jan Lai has always bm ven kind to 
me and so has Mr Banii Lai. lhase arc 
irrelevant questions, t don't know how 
these ceme to your mind. Ir*s not that 1 
don't want to go to Haryana because oi 
one personality or ibe other. I don't 
really matter I am a pobceman end if 1 
have to go to Haryana ITl work as a 
polkeman and I am sure my work will 
ba appreciated. 

Q: Jut you don't wanr to go to 
Ha^aoe? 

A: I loM you 1 have no immediate 
plans.l have my wife here. 1 have two 
daughters living in Delhi, I want to 
look after them more tbain anything 

die 

Qt There bare been rumowr about 
your departure from Pelhi for some 
montbs now. 


A: There bave been rumours fur 
about 20 months. 

Q: I want to ask you about two 
rumours. One Ji that you and the 
craaot Delhi Lt-Govemor. Me S.L 
nbunoa, do nor get eiong with each 
orbec. 

A: I are a vary small man compared 
to the U-Govemor; I wouldn't like to 
discuss my ralaiioni with the Lt* 
Governor with the press. It would be a 
vary vrrong thing to do. I don't think 
you should eipect me to answer a 
question like tKit. 

Q: The second rumour is that there 
is e coaneaion between the murder of 
Jathedar •Santokh Stngh and youf\ 
transfer a few days later is there any 
such eotweetion? 

A: 1 can't say because I don’t know 
why 1 have been transferred, t have 
not gone to anybody to ask why I have 
been iransferm. But if you... nut as a 
polke offker but as an individual, 
ituJ^ the murder of Jathedar Santokh 
Singh, you'll find that nobody could 
have saved him. There was no previous 
enemity between the two (the Jathe¬ 
dar and his murderer). There was 
some misunderstanding between 
Sohan Singh Sandhu and Jathedar 
Santokh Stngh but the Jathedar, who 
us^ to meet me very often, never 
complained about Sohan Singh San- 


P, g gbinder supervrsj'na rvsrue operatkwi diuing a bus acerdent 






A Shindcrsits beside Bejnttg LjJ, ne«r pvUee commissioner of Delhi 


'Though we (Sanjay Gandhi and P. S. Bhinder) didn't 
belong to the same family, we had gone through a lot of 
difficulties and we had faced very difficult situations 

together.' 


ahu. He used to complaui ebour some 
other people, who have Aotbing to do 
with hia murder Uathed^r Santokh 
Sin^’tl. So, if anybodv connects me 
with the murder of Jatnedar Saneokh 
Sinah and thUihs that I was in any way 
responsible or I'eoniributed an^inf 
towards this incident or it was a result 
of roy negligence. {\ can't help it) As 
police omcers w« are responsible for 
everything that happens or doesn't 
haopen. But I don^ think any police 
officer, in such circumstances when 
two friends (who) fought elections 
together on the same ticket* who sup* 
poned eech other through thick and 
thin, developed some son of a mis 
understanding and then if one of them 
decides on the spur of the moment to 

S et up and murdar the other—(how 
ny pMice officer) can mvent such an 
assassination or even forecast such an 
assassination? I don't undenund. I am 
not aware of any allegation or any 
complaint or any apprehension ever 
being expressed by jathedar Santokh 
Sinen* that he was expecting threat to 
his life at the hands of Sohan Singh 
Sandhu Moreover, when he went to 
this villag^Khayals—CO addreu the 
congregation in the evening, he didn't 
even inform the police that he was 
going there. If there had been any 
apprehension in his mind he should 
have at least told us that he was going 
(here, to please be on the alert and 
look out for aoythini suspicious He 
gave no such prior information to the 
police If he had apprehended that he 
was entering into enemy territory and 
there was a chance of his being attack* 


ed and assassinated, he should bare at 
least taken us into evidence. No such 
thing was done. So, for anybody to 
connect me with the murder of Jathe* 
dar Santokh Singh and to say that it 
took pUce because of negligence, 1 
would only say that it is very unfair. 
No police officer could have prevented 
a murder like this. 

Q: IM JethecUr Seotokh Sugh ex* 
press any /ears about his being arrack* 
tvf from o(her sources? 

At Jarhedar Santokh Singb did not 
express any fears as far as physical 
secuntv was concerned but he had 
ecute differences with cenain people. 
He never said that he could be eibnin* 
ated. In fact, he used to say quite often 
that the buMei that would kill him had 
run yet been made. He was so confi 
dent, he was so well protected. Here, 
in Delhi, he never expressed any fear 
that ibore was aov danger to his 
physical safety. 

Q: ti IS siso said that since Jethednr 
Santokh Siriffh was yotir friend and 
supporter. his death gave some peopfe 
the chance ro move a^tnst you. 

A: I knew Jaibedar Santokh Singh 
very weft. He was alto a good friend. 
Hut 1 can't say anything about the 
Huppon because, after all. mine was 
noi a political assignment that I 
needed any politicai support to be able 
to carry on. I knew the jathedar well 
and he wav a good friend but 1 don't 
know if Mtoebody has in a way ex* 
plotted this particular incident to get 
me transferred. It is ykn unfortunate 
because somebody should have ask^ 
roe. I should have been given a chance 


to explain. 

0: Your critics say you wen too 
politicised /or a pofice officer, though 
you say you didn 'r need pohoeat sup- 
port 

A'. 1 agree with you entirely. This is 
what the people hold against me but I 
have a question: in wbac way? What 
did 1 do for the political party they 
have in mind? Somebody should come 
and cell me that this it how you 
promored the interest of the^ulin^ 
pofiika) parry. If I served the ruling 
party it was by trying to do my duties 
well: I was trying to do that not to 
serve a political party but to serve the 
citiseits of this city. 1 have done no* 
thing else. I have often asked this 
question of my critics; please tall me 
what have I done to promote Che 
interest of the political party that they 
align me with and what have I dona to 
harm the political interest of their 
opponents? Nobody has been able lo 
answer these questions. 

U* A charge rhar the Akah Dal 
(Longowal groupj makes is that you 
heiped Jathedar Santokh Singh to be 
efecred as president of the Delhi 
Curudwara Prabandhak Committee 
(DGPC). 

A; I can cenainly deny this charge 
emphatically. It's a very strange thing 
It's a very strange world. 1 would say. 
I.et me iwre a secret with you: the 
Jathedar often told his confidants that 
I never helped him. Nuw if ynu don't 
believe me, you can go and ask some 
other important political personalities 
who were involved in this matter. The 
jathedar often complained againsi 
me. And one person that he com* 
plained to was the home minister 
(Ciani Ziil Singh) himself, saying that 
?S Bhtnder never heiped him. Isn't it 
unfortunate that while the Jathedar 
should say that 1 never helped him the 
opposition parties say ihal 1 helped 
htm? It only shows that 1 was absolute* 
ly impart ioJ. 1 would like ynu to go and 
verify this from the home minuter, 
whether this allegation was made 
against me by the Jathedar or not. I 
am telling you. even at the risk of 
being misunderstood, that this charge 
made against me by Jathedar Santokh 
Singh^rhat I never helped him—is 
unfortunate. I did my duty as a police 
officer. I didn't help him. 

Q: Your wife is a Congressfl} MP. 
And you are also known to have been 
close to the iaie Mr Sanjay Gandhi, 
i^oesn't that make you an officer who 
is poUriealfy aligned? 

A. We all have relatione—it's one 
composite society, it's one country and 
there is freedom of profession given to 
us by the Constitution. In one family 
there cao be a government officer; 
there can be a pobtician. One member 
(of ibe family) can belong to the Akali 
Dal, another can belong to the Musbm 
League. I don't think it should affect 
our personal relationships. 

0: But ft will. 

A: How will it? That is why I aay. 
that if 1 was working as commissioner 
of police at Gurdaspur (his wife's con* 
siitucncy), may be somebody could 
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tccuM me of this. I uy this igeicu mU 
me of one nngle iiutasce where I hive 
promoted the interest of the CoocreS' 
idX the party to which my wife be> 
lon^ by beioK the commusSoner of 

C obce. 1 have not done aeythui^ to 
elp them. 

Q: Wetl sometime bock recniitmeat 
for Delhi pofice wos made ia Curdas* 
pur disirjct. 

A: Recruitment was not made in 
Gurdaspur only. There were other 
piKes which people don’t roenrioo. 
0: Such as? 

A: Recruitment (for Delhi police) 
wei made in Sirsa. that’s not my wife's 
congtitudncy. It was done in ^iree or 
(our places in UP, in Rajasthan, in 
Madl^i Pradesh. It has been made in 
Bihar. We ere foing to all sons trf 
places. Why not? Because educated 
povt from Delhi don't to join as 
pollcamen. We have not been getting 
good boys. Abo Delhi is a eosmopoir 
tan city. We have people from all parts 
of the country living here. Naturally, 
we want to have a cosmopolitan police 
force, we want to have Mys from all 
over the country. We heve hovt from 
Kerala, we have boys from Andhra, 
buys from Madhya Pradesh. We have 
recruited people from UP. Bihar. 
That’s why ] say we try to politicise 
(everything). Just because I am a com' 
miisjoner of police. Delhi, and I hep- 
pen to belong to (iurdaspur. is there 
any rule thet the people of Gurdaspur 
can't seek e^loymem in the C^lhi 
police forced There can be no such bar. 
And let mv tell you one thiog. 1 am 
very proud (hat at the last Republic 
Day parade most of the boys marching 
in the police contingeni where those 
whu had been recruited when 1 wa.s 
commissioner of police. (THese boys 
were) Very tall and smart. Some senior 
army generalsiseeing themhnarchmg 
so smartly, asked met 'Where did you 
pick these boys from?' I tola them. I 
also said these were the boys who bad 
been criticised in Parliament and by 
^e press. Well, you go and see them. 
Each one uf them is very sman. intellv 
lent. They passed all the examina¬ 
tions. and if somebody could point out 
even one case of nepotism or any 
relaxation (in the rules) given to any¬ 
body, ! would be prepared to take any 

E iunishment. And as I told you. people 
rom all over the country have t^n 
recruited and I have b^n insisting 
that people from far out, remote areas 
like (he tribal areas of Madhya 
Pradesh, the tribal areas of Bihar, UP 
and Rajasthan should be recyujted. 
This is what we've done. 

Q; Do you agree that after Mr San- 
jay Gandhi dearft you lost your poll- 
acai support? 

A: I lost a good friend. I make no 
bones about it. Sanjay Gandhi’s death 
was a great personal blow and. of 
course, tnough we didn't belong to the 
same family, we had gone through a 
lot of difficulties and v^ had faced 
very difficult situations together. And 
to have him around was vary good. Ha 
was indeed vary helpful u a friend 
aad be also occaaionalJy gave good 


'I was suspended (during the lanata regime) and I was 

prosecuted for the most gruesome crime.my wife was 

forced to quit her job. Attempts were made to kidnap my 

children." 


advice. Bui as far as politics is con¬ 
cerned. I don't know what you mean 
by saying that 1 loet a l« of my 
politic support because... I can*! 
elaborate, but there is no doubt (hat 
Sanjay Gandhi'i death was a great 

e trsonal lou and it was a great 
igedy whkb made a very deep in 
preuicn on my mind. That Apression 
still eidsu. It was a great personal loss, 
i have oo hesiution io menuoning 
that. 

Q: But we know there is a rela- 
tJonsArp of oaruaf benefit between 
pofiricianr and goxr maem serrants? 

A: I will answer (that). 1 conrinued 
as commissioner of polke for one and- 
a-half years even after Sanjay's death. 
So I don't think any more eleboruion 
is needed about that question. 

Q: But 4oni you think your transfer 
is en unfcjr reward for your ioyafiy? 

A; Uy motto of life was been^in ray 
very young days 1 read this la the 
Gfra—’Thy buamew is with action only 
and never with its fruit, so let not the 
fruit of action be thy motive nor be 
thou to an aciton attKhed.* I have 
never bothered about the fruits. I am a 
normal human being. I have my fail¬ 
ings. I have my weaknesses, I have 
ambitions also. I do want to get my due 
in the right time but if 1 don't get it. I 
don't ramd. Otherwise If I started 
brooding about these thin^ stalled 
bcehering tou much that 1 should have 
Mt such and such a thing, and 1 
haven't got this, I haven't got that, 
then 1 think rey religion and my faith 
is all false. And 1 am nut hurt by what 
has-happened to me. 

Q: Would you not agree rbai after 
Mr Sanjay Gandhi’s d^tA other peo¬ 
ple wfrh poiiocal power were not wili- 
mg to back you? 

A: You are right to an extant. It's not 
a question of people backing me or not 
backing me. lt’$ a question of, you 
know, you always have certain people 
who don't like you and when inere is 
some important person available* to 
explain (he misunderstandings or the 
rumours or stories spread about you. 
you stand benefitted to that extent. 
When that particular individual is le- 
moved from the sceDv. you suffer a 
handicap, your ompooents. or shall I 
say the people who don't like you. or 

E )ur enemies to put it very bluntly. 

avr an arivanTagr And I do concede 
that after Sanjay's death the people 
who didn’t like me had an advantage 
over me. 

(7* When you were appomred com- 
missfonef or police, you superseded a 
number of off icon. Thar ertaied a 
hestfla reactipo to your appointment? 

AW this reaction had come from 
people in the service, ti would have 
been undennodable. Tbe people in 


the service, anybody who met me. said 
whet I had b^n given was nothma 
compared tn the sacrifice that I haa 
made. Without being emotional let me 
tell you that 1 don't think there is any 
other individual in the country, what¬ 
ever his political views, who suffered 
as much during the Janata ri^gimo as 1 
did. Not only was I arrested l^t I was 
imprisoned—in fact. T spent the 
longest time in jail—seven-and-a-haU 
months. I was suspended and 1 was 
prosecuted for the rao'it gruesome 
crime.....my wife who got a job by 
responding to an adveriismeni in a 
paper and after appearing in an inter- 
vi'ew was forced to quit. Artenpts werv 
made to kidnap my children. All sorts 
of preuures were brought on'us. 

0: Who made rftesc arremprs? 

A: I don't know but an suempt was 
made in Delhi. Then I was thriiwn out 
of tbe house. As a govemm**nt officer 1 
had every right, after being sus¬ 
pended. to live in a governmonthouse. 
1 was thrown out. And pcfrple who give 
me advice today never blinked tneir 
eyelids. Nobody even sympathised 
with me. Everyciody thought 1 wss a 
fool and I should have said what the 
Janata government wanted me to say 
and (thus) protected myself 1 don't 
think thai ( was uoduly rewaided I 
don't think that the job (hat was 
offered to me was lou nig, if that in 
what pe^le mean to say Nobody in 
the service grumbled. Anybody from 
the service who met me, said, 'Well 
this was nothing for the sufferings that 
you heve gone through or the harass 
ment and persecution that you've hern 
subjected (o. This is no reward.’ And f 
know it is no reward: and I was not 
very happy to be the commissioner of 
police, Delhi. Let me share this secret 
also with you. But 1 was given a job 
and 1 had to do it. The peojile who 
made ao issue out uf it were ihnse who 
have nothing to do with the prdicc. 

C ^ you not feei personi*ily hurt 
that despite your irouWe.** you have 
been transferred? 

A: It is not a question of being hurt I 
have gone through much worse, as I 
(old you. 1 don't get hurt easily. (Hher 
wise if 1 Stan wooding ov^^r these 
things. uH be betraying my U^k in 
faith which is not there. li doesn't hurt 
me very much. You gain all sorts of 
expenences ui life and av«ry «jxpwri 
ence makes your life richer. I think 
life is getting richer and rirhor. 

Q: How are your reiafions H'/rh Afr 
Rejrv Gandhf^ 

A I meet him but not av much I 
used to meet Sanjay Gandhi. My tuh 
(ions with him are, nf course, not us 
intimate as they were with Sanjuy 
Gandhi. Otherwise there is nothux; 
wrong with my relationship. II 

2? 



The Mathura Child 



1$ five-year-old Brijendra, from the sleepy village of Tarauli near 
Mathura, a boy who can perform miracles? Or is he a charlatan? 
MADHU JAIN and photographer SONDEEP SHANKAR went to 
Tarauli to see what this undoubtedly amazing child is doing. 
Brijendra is still fairly unknown, but his fame is spreading, and the 

crowds have started collecting ... 


The littU guru. DHaram Bit. hy 

hit eider brother 




bds sprout quite eesily id 
I ndU. It Riiy BO Ioam be 
the Und oi milk tnd honey. 
*bui it is still the land uf 
ituitant Mints end insiani 
legends. In e quiet villtge near Vrlnda* 
ven. in the district uf Miihure I famous 
for Its association with Lord Krishna!, 
we discovered another Md. And a 
very different kind of god. He was only 
five yean old. And he had the habits 
of any five-year-old. playing with mar¬ 
bles and toys and craving for sweets; 
what made him a *|odboy* was Us 
aNlity to cure a stranger and predict 
his future if he felt like it. And the 
crowds had started cotnioa. 

We had heard, in the air, about a 
five-year old wunderboy near 
Mathura, more than 100 kilmetres. 
from Delhi, who tails people what is 
wrong with (hem and cures them be 
fore you can say ‘Boh Kri$iin$ KiJsi.' 
Invalids throw away their crutches; 
mysterious peins disappear; even 
court cases apparendv solve oui. And, 
land, vital bM.can be acquired-^ll if 
the little boy says so. 

So we set out for Tarauli. a sleepy 
little villsge a few miles off the ^Ihi 
Mathura road. The diisty road cut its 
way through fields of sarson (mustaid) 
and long stretches <d brilliant green 
wheat, interrupted by a few ruins. We 
stopped an old farmer and asked him 
about tbe miracle child. “Just follow 
that car in from," he told us. "Lots of 
cars come here. Even the Presideni 
came here, but he came in disguise so 
we could oot find out who he was." 
“Which President? Was it Sanjiva 
Reddy?" we asked. “Yes, yes, our 
Rasmpatr... And (hen big. big (rfficials 
come here dnd lake the boy away. 
Yesterday, (he distrkt commissioner 
came and took bim; be put him on his 
gotfhi (lap)....” We could not confirm 
whether the President actually came; 
we doubt it; but that is the level of 
hero-srorship which boy is generat¬ 
ing among the local people 
The old fanner went hack to his htdi, 
and vre reiuniad to the road, following 


drrjendra r«king uui littie 
packi-is of viMvuti 






the rusi-coloured Fiat which seemed to 
know where it was goiiiK. The car, with 
a Delhi number* went put i few 
temples still being given the finishing 
touches, and stuppi^ in front of the 
village A couple alighted. We fol* 
lowed them through a house and into 
an open space in front of Thakur 
Sahib's one*roum house. 

What we saw was unbelievable. Sit¬ 
ting under an old tree, on an alumi¬ 
nium chair was this rather scrawny, 
sharply-featured boy. hanging on to a 
little plastic bag in bis hand. On the 
ground in front of him sat about 60 
people. Some more came in and jos¬ 
tled their way to the front. Two women 
dressed in their Sunday-best yellow 
nylon saris told us to stand in the 
queue. '‘Here all are equaf^your turn 
will be by number." 

Brijendra, Tarauli's baby guru-in- 
residence, was telling an ^Id man, 
iruuched before him, io get up, throw 
away hi'i stick and walk. The old man 
put down his stick and look a few 
steps. When he had limped back 
Brijeiidru—his voice a bit distant, his 
ottuntjon elsewhere—told him to pick 
up half a brick with this bad, previous* 
Iv helpless foot. After the old man had 
done this, he was asked tu lifi a whole 
brKk with hiv foot. He did. Was this a 
miracle we were witnessing? 

Hriji-ndra said things through the 
corner of his mouth. But asking the 
questions, preempting ar Times, 
prompting him a bit like a venTriio- 

3 uiftt, was his eldest hrnther who ttu- 
ies in the ei^th class in the village 
school. The child barely says two or 
three words, some of them half com 
plete; the others finish his sentences. 

Neal came an old, rather plump 
woman, ,Savitri. who complained about 
pains in diverse places. The loierlocu* 
ler, at this point, changed Brijendra's 
fai iter, Durga Fresad, who hkrs to be 
called Thakur Sahib, took over. And 
(he atmosphere. wHh (he wind 
sVraying gently through the trees, the 
cakes of go/j^r (cowdung) baking in 
the sun and children and dogs running 
in and nut uf the enthralled crowa. 
became charged. 

The Thakur, in his frayed dhoti and 
with his booming voice was either 
genuine and his two sons <yes he had 
another such son. a two-and-half-year- 
old plump-rheeked Dharam Bir, the 
“gift"), were the Sai Babas of tomor¬ 
row; Of, he was a very, very clever 
charlatan indeed, with an instinct for 
rural psychology and two well-trained 
sons. 

The Thakur Sahib asked Brijendra 
what problem the old woman had. 
Brijendra answered, pain. The Thakur 
then asked what should be done. The 
little boy. playing with the string of 
the bag of marbles lie carried, counted 
from one to four, 

‘is the pain gone?" asked the 
Thakur. 

"No," said the old woman. 

The former turned to his son and 
said, “Now what?" Brijendra, counted 
to four again. The woman opened her 
eyes. Her pain, she said, had gone 
from the cbesr but persiated in tbe 



Brijendra erwagrd in prtvare ctuiversarjon wjrh a yovm woman 


back Two more countings later, the 
pain had sull not fled. The eldest son 
then went into the house and brought 
out some brown powder and rainer 
fiireefully, almost violently, stuffed it 
into ihe old women’s nostrils The 
woman almou choked, but (he pain 
was finally chased away. The powder 
^had worked, all right 

If one wanted to look for old symbe^s 
and portents, this was a scene cotnpe* 
‘‘rable to the original old manger. There 
^ere stray dogs. lasing cows and local 
wise old men—and people fUKking 
from all over. Were it not for the cars 
driving up, the bags in plastK and ilie 
ruaiing bicyclev this scene could have 
been lifted from the pages of ancient 
historv. Most of the people were the 
poor from neighbouring villages: their 
clothes tattered, their feet full o( 
sores, but. their eyes wide with wonder 
and shining with hope. Instead of 
going to local doctors, lawyers or offi¬ 
cials. they were turning irp to the 
child'guru. He was their new Trim uni. 
It was strange to see these people 
often scolding their own children, but 

E iladly tduching ibe feet of Brijeridra, 
ettin| him slap them, and then again 
touching his feBt, willingly suspending 
alt disbelid. 

A fter his instant diagnosis. CQr«if[if 
real cure it was > and recommenda¬ 
tions. Brijendra would either reach 
into his b^ with the polythene peck 
ers containing rrMuri (a^l or he 
would slap tlw person, ofien quite 
bard, across tbe face or on (he hand. 
The cbildLsb glee with which he did 
this was not always disguised' Nor was 
disguised a certain indifference to tbe 
^rowd. Brijendra was clearly an over¬ 
worked child, his irriteiions were 
often vented towards his father by a 
scowl or a disgruntled look. His mind 
was -obviouify more on his bag of 
marbles than miracles. 

One little scene was quite amusing 
and 'revealing, A prosperous-looking 
bvnfa'had bruugbi his old father oli 
(he way from Delhi to help cure his 


bad leg. The hobbling old man woe 
taken aside, by Brijenora and told le 
srand up and sir down, ten times-^ 
feat which the old man accompliihad 
quite begrudgingly^while Briiendia 
happily turned his back ind look out 
his bag of marbles and began to play, 
oblivious nf (he grunting oldmon (w^o 
clearly was nut aroused). 

The painful exercise did not woHt. 
Neal followed a private session ia 
Durga Frased's house m which a large 
black-and-white portrait of the Thakur 
and d small puja area with Hanuman 
as the presidiTig deity occupied the 
pride nt place It was crowaed .with 
k'ds and boaes~-Thakur Sahib has 
eight children. 

The henra family emerged from the 
room saiisfied-^even though the 
shrewd-looking men had told-me ear¬ 
lier Thar these gurus were right only 
I ive t i mes out of a hund red. a nd that It 
was all a question of chance. He hed 
taken his gamble because, after all, 
(his might just be tbe next Btlyegl. 
“You never know. You have to keep 
all gods happy.” 

There were quire a few private ses¬ 
sions that day. Those with persona] 
problems would take Brijendra and hif 
father aside for a little rere-e-tera. 
Sev'^ral appeared to suffer from what 
(he little boy diagnosed as the C§ndi 
BimMn (venereal disease). Court cases 
and land disputes were among the 
more comhion “ailments." And 
Brijendra, like a Santa Claus, dis¬ 
pensed hope CO all. Everyone, it 
seemed, would win their ca», every 
man would be cured. 

There were people with hear] trou¬ 
ble. asthma, epilepsy. Ii is diffivuJi (o 

tell whether Brijen^a actually gues¬ 
sed what was wrong, or his father (who 
ai times asked people what was wrong 
with thetni coached him in a coded 
language. Just as one began to get the 
impression that it was a clever bit of 
charade (the father would often repedi 
what hod been seid and the persdb 
would get the impreeaioa (bat hli 
Continued on Pop# 3^ 
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UImi h*d been discovered by 


....... utscovereo Dy mafic 

Bnjendia wogJd chase away the im 
pressiwi by a stunningjy accurate d> 
ajtoos^ He told Ram Pfasad, a mar 
f<tb l^avy nop under his eyes, tbai 
nis unae concuned sii«ar. It did. Ran 
Prasad was diahetic and bad not told 
an^ ajNWi his illoess. Brijendra 

!Si hid tils 

lepHepsy); he told a woman had safed 
pem. True m both cases 

? touching incident of a 
JUlle boy With a hver complaint who 

worried about 
he health of hts three sisters, e^pecja] 
^«he youn|«t who had a serious 
l«athin« problem. Brijendra told him 
to taJte her to the doctor and he 
repeated thji advice twice. 

While some -puim- disappeared In* 
stantly-*even the cheat pains—there 
was a case which appeared loo eood lo 
true. While we were luliiinB t„ 


^hakur Durga Praitad, the futher 
X and the real star of rhe show, » an 
uncanny cross between ProsMro with 
his conjuring abilities and the master 
of ceremonies of a talk show. Jmers- 
parsed with ihe instant cures and 
mir»iles were ciever nutbursis of 
ai«r. 

Ourii Prised plays the ihakni 
strai^r out of Hindi films. He But verv 
•ngry mdetd. when the orossemu* 


Ml «> .. . ■" „ ni.*„ sw,* (J./,, 


money; he paced up and down, his 
eyes Vigbt with emotion; his voice 
severaJ octaves higher. We were ill 
subiKi to a lS*ininute speech on how 
theaurs were not like brehouw 
kun don't beg. Beggars are just kicked 
around.” These were proud people 
who were happy with their Chasjhom- 
pris (lhatchra roofs) and their pover* 
ty, and their pride, he said. 

But, evei7body was asked by Thikur 
Sihlb to give a few rupees to the poor 
people on their way out. Clothes and 
sweets vrere Kceptable. Money was 
not. The two boys, that day. were given 
a new set of clothes from an obviously 
satisfied ‘client” who had returned 
from Agra just to thank them. Even 
little BrijMdri suddenly woke up 
from a sort of stupor at one point and 
talked about this boing the age of 
halyui and evil. And then quietly 
vreni back to a toy in lua hatw. 

Durga Pras^ first nobcad his son's 
‘ipocjal gift” three years ago 
(B^eodra would have bam OktMnm 
lir'i age then). The child would aay 
that such and such a parson on the 
street wes bad and another was good. 
Soon he began to say all sens of 
thinp. 

The father is a bit reluctant to talk 
about the past. He mumbles something 
about a ll'yenr-old land dimuie and a 
new court case of his own. *25% of ^ 
people in this village art jealous. 1 
nave many enemies. They even said 
that they would take my son away, 
that the police would come...” 

He h particularly wary about jour- 
nalists who he feels might be vrorking 
for his enemies. Initially, he was reluc* 
tint to talk to us. Photographs were 
completely taboo. The pictures you see 
were sneakily taketv^randoie' shots. 
Durga Prasad intelligent by any stan* 
dards, was not as clever as bis son. 
Brijendra's sixth sense was obviously 
working. He told Sondeep Shankar to 

C ut his camera back in his bee. or at 
rest, to cover it up vrith a doth. That 
was the end of the picture-taking. And 
the thakur, catching cm at the end, 
aecorted ui all the way td our car—just 
to make sure that no pictures were 
taken on the way. Bri>endra's word 
mattered. 

The people in the rus«oloured Fiat 
were uso leaving They had come a 
second time to nnd out where they 
could find their stolen, uninsured car. 
The first time Briiendra had told them 
the car was in Bhatiada. This time, 
three moothi later, remembering 
guessing the reason for their visit, he 
told them that the car could never be 
found since it had been opened up in 
Bhatinda. Tha tvra boys vrere certainly 
consisteot, or had excellent memories. 
Hie couple reiucoed. cresefeUen, but 
with some Wbhun' for the man's high 
blood pressure. 


L egends in India are like the provy- 
biaJ stone gathering moss on its 
way. They grow and grow untU they 
assume massive proportions. Twenn 
kilometres down on the road towards 
Delhi (in the ITDC restaurant in Kosi 



to be preciseX Brijendra alreedy had 
larger diaeftsieiu; from ftvt he bad 
become 14. and bis abilitiea were via^ 
nified. The waiter who had been work¬ 
ing there for ten years, said be had 
never gone to Tarauli. told us that 
Bnjeaora wrote cures on pieces of 
p*p€t and passed them lo people. 
Everyone bed to take their turn. He 
could give the blind sight, make bar¬ 
ren women have children. At this point 
of his ekxiuent discourse, he called tbe 
cook who said that he knew a couple, 
unable to have children, who bad 
several children after they had been 
blessed by the little boy. When tbe 
cook left, the waiter whispered that 
tbe cook had been talking about him¬ 
self. The cook now had seven children. 
This did seem e bit eiaggerated, con¬ 
sidering the fact that Bnjendra bin- 
self was only five. 

The boy wonder, the local superboy. 
bad even told the resuurant people 
the identity of a person who had stolen 
a gas cylinder. *Tbe mas was called, 
given a few sUps and out came the 
cylinder." 

The waiter's oratoo really look off* 
vdieo be began to talk about the boy's 
visit 10 the restaurant. ‘Shammi 
Kapoor was here. So were Dilip Kumar 
and Saira Banu—and they the 

boy here. He set oe Shammi Kapoor's 
lap. Shamni Kapoor put a gold neck- 
la^ around his neck and Duip Kumar 

S ave him a gold ring.. The boy's father 
oes sot accept anything until peo- 
pie's wishes have come true...” 

Another ten kilometres towards De* 
Ihi. in a dhahha run by a Sikh, the 
legend had grown too "That boy tells 
correct things. Big cars and important 
people come to see him...” The Sikh 


itlenan had never been to TerauU,. 
It he was convinced of the boy'i . 
power—at were some of the local 
people eating in the dkabhe that day. 

Aikorber fanner closer to the village 
told us in hushed tones that even 
Indira/i and her son had come, a fact 
which the fhakur vehemently denied 
when we checked with Brijendra's 
father. He thinks that his enemies 
want to give him the reputation of a 
braggart and • liar. Only minor politJ- 
ciaos and officials had Come, he 
emphasised. The nllagers get impress*^ 
ed by the evs anually: cars mean 
something ”big.” 

Brijendra and Dharun Bir saem' 
poised to take over the world of nira* 
cle men. Whether they are genuine or 
not is another question. But their 
father is obviously not interested in 
any short term benefits. Gods might 
spnut easil^but they can also die eui 
as quickly, ^e father very shrewdly 
scorns money, allows only toose whose 
wishes have come inia to give money, 
accepts only fruit and clems for his 
children, and doles out vibhuri and 
sermons to everyow and anyone in 
^oal measure, without discrimina¬ 
tion. And the father is inieot on 
finishing his temple, which is pretty 
good long-term planning. Bnjendra 
hes a perfeci undarttudy in his youo- 

ger bibber. 

It was another world we left behind. 
But one image which perststed was of 
this tiny Hanuman-devotee and mira¬ 
cle-boy childishly delighted by (he 
toys we had taken fur him. He became 
just a five-year oJd pulling the string 
of hii new toy duck. Perhaps his own 
wish is to be just a boy playing with his 
marbles and coys. B 


SPK3AL REPORT 



$x BariMiore thtn iny ipMil hii elder 
brother ettempted to muej.All ifl ill 
(he Aufi JaoMta (the populece) at (his 
DAtionaJ coBvention Wld over 29*30 
December (1981) were uoimprenedi 
perhaps even oninvolved, certeiAly 
very petsive. 

Piseiviry seemed to mark ihis con* 
vention, particularly do the part of the 
delecaies who half'Deenedly repeated 
hackneyed sIomdi eulo|lsing the 
Nehru family. The normally flam* 
boyini and eloquent Karoatain chief 
mioister Gundu Rao chose to take a 
comer seal durtn^ the show. And the 
chief attraction Rajiv Caodhi, most of 
the tine seemed disincHned to play a 
major role. Even the attack on op^i* 
tion panics, impired by Mrs Gandhi's 
message to the convention, was so 
feebly taken up by the Youth Congress 
that it needed the pep of older poUti* 
Clans like C.M. Stephen. P. Shiv 
Shankar and Sita Ram Kesri to drive 
the point home. 

The inherent differenies between 
Rajiv and his brother were amply felt. 
Rajiv came across as a softspoken, 
cultured elder brother to the w,00(^ 
wld Youth Congress delegaies pre* 
.sent. According to many 1 spoke to, 
Rajiv (Gandhi lacked the spirit of San* 
jay When he spoke tJiey listened (“Af* 
ter all he is a Nehru.'* as many told 
me), but they were not inspireJ. "Go 
(o the rural areas and work, we hear 
all (his from Mrs Gandhi," one of those 
disappointed with Rajiv Gandhi's per* 
fonnance said. "At least Sanjay had a 
concrete five*point programme. What 
Rajiv is saving is nothing new." 

The much-talked about "dynastic 
rule" theory was reinforced a number 
of times during the convention. The 
political and economic resolutiens 
sought to be passed by the convention 
took second place with all but one 
speaker. The rest, eager to establish 
ibeir allegiance to Rajiv Gandhi, spent 
more thao four-and a'half minutes of 
the allotted five praising him and his 
family. 

^Jawaharlat Sebru Amar Rahe," 
'^Indira Candhi Zindabad.” “Sanjay 
Candhi Aaar Rahe," “Rajiv Candhi 
Zindabad.“ In short, desultory snuns 
the crowd picked up the refrain 
started by some enthusiastic speakers. 
One delegate even ventured to con* 
dude that Rajiv was the natural heir 
tu the gaddi because the history of 
(ndij was intrinsically linked with the 
Gandbi family—right from the time of 
Mahatma Gandhi! 

If there was any activity during the 
convention it only took place on the 
raised platform where the Youth Con* 
gross oignitaries sat. And, of course, 
backstage. It was inttresti^ to note 
that on ^ morning of the first day (he 
stage was filled with non*Youth Coh* 
cress Karnataka mlnistars, including 
ronnet sericulture miniator RoDuko 


The son 
rose but 
did not 
shine 


Gundu Rao put up a spectacular show for the Youth 
Congress convention at which Rajiv Gandhi was “asked'* to 
lead the Congress youth. But the convention itself was a bit 
of a damp squib, report LOUISE FERNANDES. Among 
other things the Youth Congress left behind were 400 more 
potholes in Bangalore. 


I t's never as good tlM second time 
around. What the Gauhaii Youth 
coevfptlon In 1976 did for Sanjay 
Gandhi (that is, officially anoint 
him hair to the throne), the Bang* 
ilore Youth Conireu convention in 
the dyiiu days of 1981 was supposed to 
do for Rajiv Gandhi Bu( if tne flesh 
was willing in Bangalore, the spihi was 
decidedly sreak. Tne resolutions were 
passed, but instead of an inspiring 


moaeM in hiMory, (he Bangalere con* 
vention was little more than ■ damp 
squib. 

But, alas,.the Swyodaya, launching 
of Rajiv Gandhi to you and me, was a 
damp squib, after two days of 
speechifying and political manoeuvr* 
ing (a upe-recorded speech by the late 
Sanjay Gandhi seemed to make more 
of an impact on the delegates of the 
All India Youth Congress convention 


Welcome •nhe% pvt up lor Raj/v Candtu 







Rijeodrtj) viho ws re«enclr Kquitted 
ol ft chMricig chifgft. Liter It ocoered 
to Mmeoni thit tbii wft$ i Youth 
Congrew show lod the stue wu then 
kept more clear. The nmiscen could 
do nochios but drift into the press 
louAfe. 

Also incereseing to note was the 
ftlieriejr with which Rajiv was publicly 
accepted by old Sanjay loyalists like 
Jaadish TyMr and Senjay »in^ vdio, 
if they rented his taking tM late 
Sanjays place, certainly didn't show 
it. In race, it was Satnay Singh who led 
the chorus urging Rajiv to take his 
brother's place as the gutding li^ht of 
the Youth Congress. 

What the impact ol this convention 
will be on (be Youth C^grey workers 
who> as many speakers were wont to 
put it, came from Kashmir U* Kanyaku 
mari, Assam to Gujarat, is yet to be 
known. Ask them what they think oi 
(he scenic ettractions of Sanjaynagar 
and Rangalore city and you get a more 
ready response than when asked to 
comment on the proceedings of the 
convention. "Bangalore (S a Mautiful 
city. Sanjaynagar was v^ well orga* 
nited and the convention shaffliana 
was very impresiive,*' And (he conven¬ 
tion resolutions? Were they also 
meaningful? A tiny pocket of Haryana 
delegites were so busy shouting, "Jsb 
rak sura; rhand rahega. Senjay fera 
naam rahega," chat they little 
time 10 listen to resolutions. "It's 
enough lu sey (hit we heve asked 
Rajiv (jandhi tu lead us. He will take 
the place of Senjay." Why Rajiv? And 
in wnat capacity did they want him to 
lead them’ Surely he was too old? 
That caught them unawares. "Rajj'r 
CBttdhi Z/ndahad," the slogans started 
again. And 1 was dismissed 

While delegates from other states 
hardly bothered with the proceedings 
and behind-the*scenes loobying. the 
convention was a testing time for the 
Karnataka corttirtgent^within whose 
ranks internal dissension hat recently 
developed. Thounh the Youth Con¬ 
gress president pK.J. George* won a 
victory at the airport when Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi arrived (see box), bis position was 
still vulnerable. F. M. Khan, snubbed 
by Rajiv Gandhi at the airport, swag- 
Mred around the convention venue OD 
ibe inaugurel day with false bravado. 
(niiis is only a temporary setback. You 
will see 1 am not tmlshcd when Madam 
comes here,* he seemed to be saying.) 

But it was chief mimster Gui>du Rao 
who was being watched with the 

K latest interest by political observers 
re. They were gauging Rajiv's reec* 
lioQs to the CM. While Sanjay Gandhi 
had seemed to appreciate Gundu 
Rao's brashness, Rajiv finds him 
altogether different. Not for him the 
Gundu Reo who spoke rashly and 
boastful^ to Arun SKourie; *1 am the 
most secure chief minister.'* Since that 
intervNw was published in Sunday 
Gundu Rm'i position at the centre has 
been w^erM people say. This has 
been borne out by his chastised 
appearance over the pest couple of 
months. Rumours were afloei that 


Convention sidelights 


T he conventioD kitchena (t7) 
were SMnned by 1,000 co^s, 
including 200 aisiHints (whoee soje 
duly was to roll and knead flour for 
chapatis; and 200 cleaners. The 
menu for each meal involved, be* 
sides preparing a vegetable curry, 
1.2S,000 poorutkaparis, 2,000 kg 
of nee, 1,000 litres of milk, and 
1,000 kg of curd. 

be whole, convention, inesdeo- 
tally, was held on disputed 
ouftd: on pan of the former 
aharije'i Bangalore palace 
grounds. The land had been de* 
clared as agricultural land by ibe 
late Maharaja for purposas of 
avoiding wealth tax assessment but 
when the question of imposition of 
ceiling came up he filed a declara. 
tioft 10 the ^ecr that the land was 
urban land. Either way, the whole 
area^minus 54 acres if assessed at 
agricultural lend or minus 1,000 
square metres 11 asssessed as urban 
land—is under the ownership of the 

E ivemmeni although the pn^erty 
as been leased out to a group or 
hotels A subcommittee under the 


chairmanship of Karnataka finance 
minister Veerappa MoiJy is current¬ 
ly looking into the matter. But till 
the matter is decided, the. hotel 
group rakes in the rentals. 

Ithou^ there was evidence of 
use M government machinery 
for the convention, Rajiv Gandhi 
denied this had been done. Said Mr 
Gandhi: "1 Specifically asked if he 
(Gundu Rao) had usod govemmani 
mechinery and he said categorical¬ 
ly that he bed nos.” Gundu Rao had 
periiipt managed to bluff Rajiv 
uindhi or perbaM Rajiv is cover¬ 
ing up for Rao. Besides other gov¬ 
ernment departments, the chief 
architect's mice has also contri¬ 
buted Its share: blueprints of San- 
jaynagar which eonvenitntly did 
not have the seal or signature of the 
chief architect. 

snakecatcher who bad bean 
atchini snakes In the palace 
grounds said he had caught s9 dur¬ 
ing the two days. Sniggered a bya- 
tander: "He would have got more if 
he had looked for the two-legged 
veriatv." 






Gundu Rao would soon be gelling the 
•ze. If he survived ihe convention 
unscathed he would certainly be on 
firmer ground, the CM must have 
thou^i. Hence he personally took 
over all arrangements fov this conven 
tion, and in his own nambcyini style, 
made it one of the greatest shows ever 
witnessed by the louth Congress and 
Bangaloreftoi. 

Rajiv Gandhi, in has own enigmatic 
style, did not quite help put Roo out of 
his misery. Visiting the KPCC(I) office 
on the evening of the inaugural day. 
he remarked: "You seem to have a 
strong cbiaf ministar.” Before Gundu 
Rao supporters could wipe the smile 
off tbev faces, he added; "When you 
have a strong chief minister like Mr 
Rao the party orgaiusaiion tends to 
suffer * Of course, ha hastened to also 
add that this did not only apply to 
Karnataka but to all states which had 
"strong CMs." If ibere was a message, 
Mr Gundu Rao got it. 

The choice of Bangalore must 
obviously have been prompted by 
more reasons than just to wnitewasn 
Gundu Rao's tamisbed image. Heving 
decided to launch Rajiv Gandhi from 
the south, the choice could only bive 
been between Bangalore and Byder- 
ibad. There were obvious drawbacks 
regarding Hyderabad. After the Con- 
grettCH debttle in the local body elec¬ 
tions it seemed good ancielpation on 
the part of (he Youth Congress not to 
have held the convention in Hyder¬ 
abad. 

Hence, what better town rhan Bang¬ 
alore-beautiful. peaceful, specious. 
And what perfoct timing; just two days 
later an RS$ youth convention was 


held there. This was the ideal oppor¬ 
tunity to upstage the RS5 men. 

Gundu Reo must be giveo credit for 
the arrangements; the show was no¬ 
thing short of spectecular. Saninyna- 
gar, a sprawling lOB-tanc city suddanly 
sprang up on tha grounds of the Banga¬ 
lore palace—complete with water 
suMly, post offices, Janata baurs end 
all other basic amenities. Food was 
plentiful end water was free. The 
atrangements alone are estimated to 
have cost Rs IS lakhs with the overall 
bill pegi^ at a conservative esti¬ 
mate oTRs 1.5 crores. The big,biasing 
banners and huge archways mralding 
the victorious entry of the crown 
prince into this conquered city alone 
are said to have cost around Rs IS 
lakhs. 

While Gundu Rao did not curb hit 
axpenses, Banialore cirisans have not 
exactly curbed their criticism of this 
rames^. While bending over back¬ 
wards to show his allegiance. Gundu 
Rao turned a blind aye (as did the 
Karnataka police) to tne mdiscriinin- 
ate digging up ot roads and avenuaS ol 
the City. Each archway introduced 
eight or ten new potholes—and there 
must now be around 400 more potholes 
on the city roads and on the palace 
grounds today. 

Speculation was rife that the sober 
Mr Gandhi would not appreciate such 
a lariah, lavish, excessive show of 
public spending. Surprisingly, when 
questioned by the press on what he 
felt about the ostentation, he said; "If 
people want to show emhusiasm. we 
cannot restrict it.” To which one press- 
man echoed the coneluding words of 
Mr Gandhi's speech; "Jai Hind." 
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How F* M. Khan was sidetracked 


T he “Launch Hdjiv'* convention 
Uw the irreDre^sihle und over* 
confident F. M. khan in grave (nni* 
b)e. The alter ego of chief minister 
Gundv Rao and meniw of the Kar 
nataka Vouch Coneress's Hari Pra* 
»ad faction. Mr Khan received a 
Virtual slap in the face barely mi¬ 
nutes after Rapv Gandhi lanM in 
Bangalura. This set in a crvnd nf 
neglect tvhich wa^ to continue 
Ihrouphout the convention and 
threatens m spill into the future of 
Karnataka politicv 
KolluwinK thv ascent t>f Kajiv 
tianUlM, Mr Khan and other brash 
Saiiiav men hail lieeii jtider a sha 
dow uf rensiun. Would Mi Gandhi 
aiU'Pf ihein? Would he, as “Mr 
Clean" and -Mr Mice Guv" hold 
theii record o| aKgr^’^^ive be¬ 
ll <ivi our JicJinst them^ Cvrtainlv in 
Khan's cas^ t'^iplc m Bangan>re 
hud ulreudv sealed his faro with (he 
Rajiv caiaov. Mr Khan was too 
maverick arul (ou aggressive n man 
to suit Knjiv's low profile imHge 
Natiiruliy, everyone (hiaight Khan 
must surciv he on his vr«iv out soon. 

So. liku CM Gundu Kau. Mr Khan 
miisi hove «een rhiv convention as 
ati idc'id optnirinnjiY «i revstabUsh 
himself—ai least in the public 
eye>-H« a liose confidant and wel> 
cciRic hiend of ihe “crown prince" 
(it (he ConRresH{|) 

Mr h. M. Khan's j>io1i{um& at the 
centre have recently been com 
puunded by the active campaiening 
ogniiist hire by the Jisvidvnt fobl^ 
in Delhi M l^ G. V. Krishna and 
01 hers. The lobby was determined 
to M*e that he would nui be given a 
pruminent role in the Elangalote 
session; a move Mr Khan was not 
going to suffer gladly. He de 
scended on bangalore on 19 iH'cein- 
btr 19H1, drove up to the conven¬ 


tion campus occupied the rooms 
and started issuing direciKWS. He 
was eided In his attempt to gain 
control by B. K. Hariprasad. gener¬ 
al secretary of the Karnataka 
Youth Congress who has also bean 
recently nominated chiiman of 
the Karnataka Slum Clearance 
Board. 

In (he process of fleaing bis mus¬ 
cles. Mr Khan brought into ibe 
open a rKt within the Youth Con¬ 
gress leadership which bad hitherto 
remained under cover Tlie main 
fight, which at points during the 
convention week led to violence 
and physical show of strength, was 
lw(wi*en K J. George. KPYC presi¬ 
dent and Mr Khan's chela llarip 
rasad 

The tenstOQ treated by Mr Khan 
instigated the George-rlanprasad 
rift and gave rise to an atmosphere 
of tension which did not escape the 
notice of the Youth Congress high 
command. Instructions were re¬ 
ceived from Delhi, jisct a few days 
before the convention: the entire 
show would be run by the alMndia 
YC president. Ghulam Nabi Aaad. 
Mr Khan found hii hands were 
tempurarily tied. UnraindfuJ of hit 
status as a former YC leader, Mr 
Khan was not lo be outdone. He 
obviously hod ofher aces up his 
sleeve. 

Not only did he manage to get his 
portraits lined up in the company of 
CM Cundu Rao and the Gandhi trio 
all along the welcome arches, he 
also announced that in his capacity 
a.s INTUC president, a mammoth 
torch! ighi procession of S',000 IN¬ 
TUC workm would welcome Rajiv 
Gandhi on his arrival. Naturally he 
sow himself leading the proces¬ 
sion—and naturally again—with 
Rajiv at his side. 



Bui, as they say, the best laid 
plans vf mice and men...the scene 
at the airport on 2B December was 
ludicrous. On one side there was K. 
J. George with his flower-bedecked 
orange Trekker. On another side 
was e. M. Khan with his own wel¬ 
come vehicle. It wu an unbeliev¬ 
able sight: srill another Trekker 
had bem garishly disguised as a 
double-seaier airplanel Klam- 
boyant, the "Khanmohila" (as it 
was dubbed by one amused press¬ 
man) awaited its passenger. George 
htood by in uneasy silence, prolv 
ably mentally chewing his nails. 
Khan was there openly challenging 
him 

So strong is Khan's clout with the 
local police ihai they (ihe police) 
actually atiempied tu shunt the 
George vehicle away from the tar¬ 
mac police commissioner A. R. 
Nizamuddin was also heard asking 
where the “airplane" was. Obvious¬ 
ly he wav in on the secret and had 
promised Khan all support. A re¬ 
sourceful and brave driver of the 
YC vehicle cleverly gave the police¬ 
men the runaround. And when the 
plane from Delhi arrived with its 
precious passenger, both mobiles 
were on (he (armac. 

in the end U was noc Kajiv Gan¬ 
dhi who took the decision. While he 
was being greeted by wellwisherii, 
George and Khan got into what 
resembled a classic football muddle 
with portly Aron Nehru. To 
George's immense relief the odds 
were in his favour. The moment 
Rajiv stepped into (George's more 
modest Trekker. Khan's credibility 
took a dive. Later on in i he evening, 
ha was looking decidedly downcast. 
Even his proposed spectacular tor¬ 
chlight procession was only a mod¬ 
erate success. The next day he was 
heard Irving to convince newsmen 
(hat he liad never really expected 
Rajiv Gandhi to ride with him. 

The aciivities. nefarious or other¬ 
wise, of CM Gundu Kao and Kharw 
have .leeit so closely linked in ihe 
past that Khan's fall from grace will 
necessarily have some effect on Mr 
Gundu Rao's standing. What the 
CM will do now remains to be seen. 
Will he try to prop up Khan or leave 
him alone? More important, what 
remairts to be seen is how Gundu 
Rao will survive the ignoble rejee 
tioD of his longtime friend. Already 
Rajiv Gandhi has thrown out a 
scarcely veiled warning that inde- 
pandent functioning of any party 
member (as has bei-n done by Cun 
du Rao and Khan in (he past I was 
not appreciated nor would it be 
(olcratvd In the future. 









"Indians are the best 
legitimate time wasters 

in the game" 


IAN BOTHAM reports on the Calcutta Test 


FtHchtr diws to i»ke ■ to dismtMa Sandotp PMttl eft Embwty 



^vndiaiu 9x9 the beat lefidmate 
I one wutert in the leme. ind 
■ thii ecuBSA, conbinea with^he 
I iei» td 70 aiautei* pley on the 
^Laoniing. vinuelly deprived ur of 
• win in Che fourth Test. Of coureei 
Suiul Cavaaker played a nagnificent 
koock in the fourth innings, but had 
not iher fog prevented a timely ro' 
euttpiiOA on tne final day, I chink we 
would have picked up three or four 
wickets in the pre kinch sewion, and 
that would have been enough to en* 
sure victory. 

There were two interruptions during 
the Indian second innings due to poor 
visibili(y» and I am not questioning 
that the light was bed in either case. 
Sul the manner m which rhe two 
umpires hendled the situaiioni. left a 
little to be desired. In both Instarwes, 
the Indian batsmen appealed against 
the light, but each time the objections 
were overruled. Yet, both times, after 
only another ball had been bowled, the 
umpires felt that the conduiuns were 
unsuitable for further play My point 
is, how can the light deteriorate so 
drastically in the space of one delivery 
prompting the umpires to change their 
minds? On the fourth evening, either 
the batsmen’s supplication should 
have been upheld or not at all, while 
on the following morning, eiihrr we 
should have played through rhe fog or 
proceedings should not have re* 
commenced at all until the atmos¬ 
phere had cleared. At least, that’s the 
way umpires in England would have 
interpreted the circumstances. 

We arrived in Calcutta in pretry 
good spirits—we had run into form in 
Delhi—and were pleased to see a 
generous amount tn grass left on the 
wicket. Indeed, even after this had 
been considerably shaven off by tha 
first morning, we felt that this was one 
loss we wouldn’t mind losing, since we 
would surely have got India into trou¬ 
ble had they batted first. But by bring¬ 
ing in John Emburey in plaue vf John 
Lever, we gambled on winning the 
(OSS, with the hope that two spinners 
g would inconvenience India in the 
I fourth innings. We knew that Kapil 
j night break through in the first mom* 
I ing—which he did, although we would 
I probably have exploited the opporiun* 

i kty even better^Dut by the ena of the 
day Eletcber and 1 had all but puUtd 





Eodacid out of the woods. 

To start with, both Boycott end To- 
vare got balls that pitched on the 
off stump and left them a shad^they 
were forced to offer « str<^e—ana 
were cau^t behind. Then, on the 
stroke of lunch. Cower tried to pierce 
the covers off the back foot and was 
also taken behind the stumps off Shas* 
tri. There was some misunderstanding 
about (his dismissal, so let me clarify 
that ifi David did express a bit of 
annoyance when leaving the crease, it 
was It himself and not at the decision. 

Anyhow, Gooch was going well, and 
the wicket^ too, had eased out con* 
siderably in the aftarnoon. But Gra 
ham mistimed a cut off Doshi, and 
Vishy at slip took a brilliant catch. It 
W4S at this stage that Keith and I came 
together, ind although a couple of 
half chances went abegging, we had 
more or less weathere^he storm by 
.rea|l»in^ more than 90 runs for the 
fifth wirkvt. However. Kapil came 
hack with the new ball. I failed to get 
over a cut, and Sunny, despite juggling 
a few limes, held on at secunoslip 
Some people might criticise the shot I 
played hui hy that stage 1 was sighting 
I he ball uuiie well, and would have got 
away wiin that urnke more often than 
not. 1 1 was j use one of i hose ca ses when 
I didn't. 

I still tlmuehi, of course, thet we 
would get a lew more runs the neat 
day, but thv ball had nut lost its shine, 
and Kapil made sure we did not get 
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more than 24B. Gai(in^ unfortunately 
for him. got a very dinicult hall from 
KapU before he had opened his 
account, and Kirtiiook a good catch. 
And then, with Keith, too, getting a 
tow incoming ball from Madan. the 
rest of ihe batting gradually caved in. 
Bui Keith, who was top scorer with 69, 
played exceedingly well, entering the 
Kene at a difficult juncture to steer 
the side to comparative safety. But 
Bob Taylor was not happy at being 
adjudgM ca^t at silly point. Bob 
thought (he ball went off the pads. 

W hen India went in to bat the first 
time, (he wicket was at its bast, 
and we would nut have been surprised 
if they had got a huge total But 
Underwood bowled superbly, and we 
bundled them out fur 208. h may be 
recalled thet we didn't obtain that 
much of success in the early pan of the 
Indian venture, but (hat was primarily 
due to the fact that when thetr innings 
go; underway—the second after 
noon—it was an absolutely dead pitch 
and there was nothing that Bob Willis 
or I could do (0 obtain a breakthrough. 
And thus, India finished on a fairly 
comfortable, though deceptive, lOS for 
2 at stumps on the second day. Sunny 
got 42 before he was bowled by a 
beauty from Derek Underwood, but 

I irior tn that he was very close to being 
eg before to me Indeed, he was 
downright lucky not to be given out. 
Bub got no assistance from the pitch. 


What is an ideal wicket? 


I S cricket now a game of umpires 
end wickets, rather than players? 
This was a question pul to me by a 
joumaUst friand. I do nor know if 
tbe umpires think they have an 
easy job on their hands but it 
cannot be so, as umpiring an inter* 
national match with mammoth 
crowds of 80,000 or so present U 
eatremely ncrvendiing. 

The Calcutta* wickat was very 
slow and strange. I hope Madras 
has a linle more pace, a little more 
bounce. That Is good for the game. I 
think every cricketer enms play^ 
log on a good wicket umtre if a 
bowler bowls well he gets wickets 
end if i bitiniM plays well he gets 
nmi. Tike the Bangaloie widtit. 
Tbe odds were stacked so much in 
favour of lha batsman that you 
were never going to get a result 
unless somsthifig freakish baih 
potted. The top ibt batsmen playu^ 
uoiMctaeulariy straight is. I dunk, 
bad both for the crowd and tbe 
game. U tha wickat is more sporting 
die game is more fruitful. Tnee tbe 

i daycn btntfit and the public en* 
oyi more. On tracks like those at 
bangalore and Delhi you could 
have bowled handgreoadas down 
Ihe wicket and notmng would have 
happened. 

tne question then arises: Whet*ii 


the ideal wicket? 1 think the best 
wicket (hey have in Enduid is the 
one at Hove, Sussex, ^is is be¬ 
cause there tbe new bell goes 
through nicely, tbe quickies get a 
little mt of help. The wicket does 
not assist much movement but the 
bell still goes through in a lively 
manner. And it is not at all Inhospit¬ 
able to the beoman of quality. I 
have seen some great batsoian hit 
some mauiflceni scores there Vi¬ 
vian Ricnards pot over 200 runs 
there. Along with many batsmen 
producing a lot of entertaining 
cricket, many bowlers have alio 
done well, taking as many as five 
wickets in an inmofi. And thafs 
good for Che game, ^e idea of a 
good wicket is that tbe advantage 
m winning tbe toes be neutralised 
so that Uk bowlers can pick up a 
wickets in the first hour. This is 
why Hove is a good wicket—if you 
bowl well you will not go unre¬ 
warded. 

1 am not sure bow many Indians 


Of) tracks like those at 
Bangalore and Delhi you 
could have bow/ed hand- 
grenades down the wick¬ 
et and nothing would 
have happened. 


have played on that wickat—1 know 
Sunny obviously has. We are trying 
to get something similar at Taun¬ 
ton, Somerset—a wicket where the 
bowler skims it through and. the 
ball hits the wicketkeeper's gloves 
with a thud when It is new. And 
obviously as the ball gets older the 
batsmen who have weathered the 
first five or six overs get their runs. 
On a good wicket the bad should 
come oti the ground quicker but it 
need not swerve much. And 
perhaps on tha last day the wicket 
should tom e little. 

Bu« the point is that nowadays 
there are very few tuch wickets. 
Ihe bowler's lot is particularly bad. 
1 personally do not mind it either 
way. I would probably gat a few 
wickets and hopefully some runs. 1 
would certainly like to set wickets 
have a little more pace in them 
than tbe ones we have plsyed on in 
Indie. ’Riet would be jood for tbe 
batsmen too. Baodip Fetil for one 
would like it 1 think he likes the 
ball to come on to the bat a little 
more to be eble to hit through. 
Crowds would love to see him get a 
hundred or Gooch get e bunared. 
This Is something everybody would 
enjoy- 

Um WTHM 
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K» wu nken M ither about fhre 
ov«n. But I wu kopt oa from one eod 
did movo cbe odd bull. Howerer, 
fortune had deurted me, and I ended 
up wideedua that day. 

Nonetheleu. both our apimera 
Under* and John Enbarey—operated 
with atcepnonal ticill the oeit dayi 
end Bob. coo. bowled e very penetra¬ 
tive ipeU with the aecond new bell 
and chat ^eve u* a (lr*t mniog* lead of 
40 run*. I alto chipped in with • couple 
of wicket*, end, in feet, (Ot rid of 
VeciCMrkar. Dilip left the wickat in e 
bn. of a hu/f, end ^ve the impretcioa 
that the umpire had done him in. But I 
•ee BO reacon why he ihould be eiouni* 
ind about the verdict. There wu some 
doubt e* to whether Bob had taken the 
catch cleanly, and thara wu a sud|ea* 
lion ^et ha had pickad it up on the 
half volley. So, let me tall you that Bob 
would never appeal for a catch unle** 
ha had taken it (air and square. And 1 
saw him clutch onto the oall at least 
two Inches above tile around. DlUp had 
played very craftily (or his 70 rui»«> 
wbch was the best effort (or hia aide 
in that inninu—but he should nor 
have made su^ ■ (usa about his eaii. 

Anyway, it was when we got India 
out ao cheaply chat we thought we had 
a definite edge in the match. All we 
had to do was to get some quick runs 
and then apply pressure in the fourth 
innings But a poor overrate, coupled 
with some tight bowling, prevented us 
geitina runs us rapidly as we had 
planned The wicket, as we assessed it. 
would turn increasingly. But it became 
'iJnwer and slower, so it was not all that 
traacherous Thus, upan from allowing 
us enou^ time to bow] India out a 
second tine, we had to make sure ihet 
we did not present them with an easy 
tamt 

Our target was, naturally. Vo get 
more runs on that third day than we 
actually did. But Geoff was given out 
leg before, and was a trifle unlucky to 
be awarded that penalty, which upset 
plans. And keeping the wickets 
intact became somewhat important 
Also, during this period, Dilip Dosku 
was back to nis old ploy of dragging his 
feet while bowling. How can a bowlar 
with such a short run*up consume so 
much time to complete bis oven? Dilip 
can take as much as seven minutes to 
bowl a maideiu and that's quite a feat. 
In fact, the only time the Indian over* 
rate is reasonably brisk is when Ravi ia 
bowling Indeed, it was when Ravi was 
on rhar India aem down 17 overs in one 
hour on the fourth day. And he can't 
do it any other way as it vrould upset 
his rhythm. 

But coming back to the England 
innings. Graham. David and Keith ell 
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Fittcher: two imprenivv h»U reeiorie* 

ive than the first, which was impresv 
ive enou^. And it won him the man of 
the mat^ award, not to mention iht 
wicket be picked up lerer on. which 
was only his second victim in Test^ As 
for myself, having hit Dilip for <ii. I 
tried lo repeat that siioke but mis¬ 
timed the snot and got cau^t at long 
on. It was not an unjust if ieo slog as wa 
needed qwek runs and, had 1 middled 
it, I would have had another sia. 

Thus, when we declared at 26$ for S, 
we sei India a target of 306 tn win in 
approaimately 300 minutes plus 20 
uvers. It was not a forlorn objective, 
though we knew that it was Sunny who 
stood between ui and victory. If we 

?avasker: a match uving inninga _ 


could get him cheaply half (he job was 
done. I think we could have got Srik* 
kant had we played on till tTie iche 
duled draw of stump, but iv was not to 
be. And thereafter, came the stale* 
mate with the loss of those 70 precious 
minute* enabling India lu save the 
match quite comroriably. As 1 saw it 
on the founh evening, there were only 
two possibilities in the metch*—a win 
for us or a draw. There was no way 
India could win. But I would like to 

C ay a compliment to Bunny for the way 
c‘ played. I have always rated hsm as 
an outstanding batsman, and for whom 
1 have the highest regard. And he 
proved hia mettle by remaining un- 
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The Boeing; 7S7and 767 ai^ the nK«t«flkienl newjeMinen in the world. When used as companions, they give 
(iirl mes ihc market >mati1 it y to meet a wide variety o( shnn- to medium-range routes. 

They have identical digital Hight deck systems. They are crew-interdttngeable. And they are equipped with 
quiet, fuel efficient engine.s. All adding tp to the world's most advanced, rtew generation jetliners. 

Fuel ec<»omy isn't the only story. These new additions to the Boeing hmily will also give India's passengers 
increased ixvnfort and appeal. 



FUEL SAVING 
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Duriii iHwrf in « 
to tftUQh thf CfMM* 


T he English journetin ScyU Ber* 
ry of the Observer, dnrency 
touriDg Indie, is a scribe with a 
difference. He is an active cricketer 
and st^ecialises in the type that is 
played in the backyards and alleys. 
He hatf played some of it with a 
rubber ball on the third day of tbe 
Test in Bhowanipore and was mak* 
ing enouiries whether there would 
be cricket of that sort on the rest 
day (Monday). He was dejected 
when informed In (he negative > 

T he rcpuner eavesdropped on Mr 
Wankhede congratulating the 
CAB secretary Mr Jagmohan Dal* 
miyion the discipline of the specta¬ 
tors. '‘But then,” he added, “that is 
the only thing that is disciplined 
here!" 


A t the CAB reception dinner 
accorded to both the teams 
when Mr Hubert Doggart. the presi¬ 
dent of the MCC, got up to deliver 
hii address, a short and bearded 
English player cried out rude 
ly, •We've heard hlml" Whether Mr 
Doggen heard that or not is not 
known, but he certainly did not 
show it. 

W hen Boycott was given out Ibw 
to Medan Lai by umpire 5war 
oop Kishan in the second innings, 
he showed his displeasure ^ going 
up to the umpire and telling him 
something. Swaroop Kishan, who is 
a gusty man, turned around 


Aside 


end gave the batsman a hc^og. 
When asked of the parley. Swaroop 
Kishan replied that he bad told the 
Engli^ bafsman thus, "Thai is (he 
way back to the pavilion." poiming 
(0 the R. C. Rov Club House! 


Boycott was not available for com- 
meni. He skipped the official func¬ 
tion when everyone was present! 

O n A visit to a golf course in 
Calcuiiu. hn Botham met the 
noted golfer Maureen Wallis and 
t huMenged hi‘r lo a lound on ihe 
tesr day. At Ijrst the lady golfer 
refused, contending iliai it would 
nut be ht-r rest driy Nwerihelcsv, 
she turned up But Ian Burham was 
missing and ihv ludv is looking 
forward locnrnvnng Buthem ir 
county, Somerset, wh<-n she visits It 
(his summer. 

A flci the Indian leuni fur the 
Madras Test was announced, 
Shivlal Vadav, down with ,i k^e<^ 
injury, came tn learn about his 
exclusion from skipper Sunil 
Gavaskar, whn was packing ius 
clothes to go nff lo the hotel. “1 am 
sorry. Shivlal." Gavaskar told him. 
"We considered everything and de¬ 
cided you must go.” Rronob Roy. 
Pinkaj Kuyis mo, was luckier; he 
has been selected for the team. 
Afier.the seleciinn. when Gavaskar 
met him. he sinjlvd bruadly ai hu- 
nob and said; **Aren‘t yuu happy^ 
Yvur daddy must be very happy. 
Anyway, play vour strokes in jam* 
shedpur ana don’t be afraid And 
remember, you’ll also be coming 
aluog 10 England where the piichei 
will be to your liking.” With this 
Gavaskar walked off. humming the 
song *‘}*yar d/wana hofa bar..." 

Muddf Palherya 


beaten on 83, which rook India to 170 
for three, when the curtain came 
down. It is easy tu lose one's concen¬ 
tration when corifromad by an irregu¬ 
lar howler like KeiiK, and this is what 
happened lo Dilip. Bui not to Sunny, 
who showed no Iet*up in his applica¬ 
tion whatsoever. 

The loss of the greater part of the 
morning session meant there was not 
much left in the wicket for seamers, 
and $0 the onus of dismissing India fell 
^uarely on Underwood and Embvrey. 
Both maintained an encellent line and 
length—I thought they were more inci¬ 
sive than their Indian counterparts 
but Sunny was equal tu all threats, and 
that sealed (he fate nf the match. 

I bad heard a lot about tbe Calcutta 
crowd. But, frankly speaking, 1 am 
disappointed with what 1 saw. They 
were simply not involved with the 
match. Indeed, I thought it wae a 
slightly immature crowd. I was asto- 
ni^ed (hat they actually jeered Sun 
ny. and threw oranges at him, when he 
returned to the pavilion on that final 
evening. What they did not appreciate 
was how difficult it was to stick it out 
in the middle on that fifth day, which 
Sunny had done for India, other chan 
playing some glorious iheu. Had Sun¬ 
ny DMn an England player, and had he 
saved the match cha way he did, an 
Eni^ish audience would have given 



mm a standing ovation. Thu Eden 
Gardvns ignored this aspyct 
Finally, the three changes ihot India 
made to their line up for the Madras 
Test. 1 suppose Yushpal, since he was 
twelfth man in Calcutta, will make the 
middle order ahea4^f Asbnk Malhot- 
r«, which will make it a loss-up be 
iween the latter and Gopal Sharma for 
(he Ust place, depending on whether 
India want a fifth bowler ur an extra 
batsman. (Pronob Roy is. presumably, 
certain tu play because he is an open* 

er. ) Yashpal we sorted out towards the 
end of the Indians* tour in 1979 when 
he looked suspect against the rising 
ball,. nd we don’t really mind having 
him ill the side. Malhoira played weA 
in Jammu, hut here again, I think, we 
have a ^ood chance, while Sharma did 
not make much of an impact in the 
President's XI match or was -it the 
Uoder-22 encounter? It’s a pity that 
Sandeep and Shivlal have had tu go, 
because borh are g<iod playerc I think 
Sandeep’s personal pioblums are 
affecting his game, while Shivlal'^ mis¬ 
fortune has b^n his knee injury. Koy I 
haven’t seen, so t am unable to com* 
ment on him. Bui ell said and dune, the 
12 for Madras appear to he .stronger 
than (he squads in the previuus rnatch 

es. Yet, Madras should be a faster 

wicket, where we might Hill prove th^ 
we are the bener side. Jl 


Kirmani jtramf show bchrnd the stkitt 






PUNJAB 

Is Mr Tohra on the 
way out? 


C^MdUarh: The Shirameni AkaU Dal 
led by bant March and Singh Lcmgowal 
may be heading for another split if the 
youth within the wiy succeed in their 
move against the AkaU leader Mr 
Gurcharan Singh Tohra, the present 
head of the Shiromani Curudwara Pra* 
bandhak Co/nm^etee (SGPC). The Aka- 
li young Turks want to dethrona Mr 
Tohra from his privileged position 
from which he controls gunrdivere 
funds. The attack is expected ro be 
started this January as the young 
Turks begin canvassing in the country- 
side against Mr Tohra^ presidentship. 
And the first open move is likely ro be 
made next month, after 21 Pebru^, 
when SGPC regulations wtli permit a 
no confidence motion against the con* 
mitieeS president after the three- 
month grace period is over Mr Tohra 
was rr-elrcted president of the SGPC 
on 21 November 1980. 

Sunday learns from Akeli Dal (Lon* 

E owal) sources that the move against 
Ir Tohra enjoys the support of Sant 
Hurchand Singh Lungowal, president 
uf the Akaii Dal (Longowal). Despite 
the continued support Sent Longowal 
gave Mr Tohra, often against the 
wishes of Mr Piakash Singh Badal and 
the Sant’s own supporters, Mr Tohra 
had lately been lobbying auinst Sant 
Longowal and wanted to take over the 
Akaii Del presidentship from t)*c Sant 
Recent anti Tohra moves in the Akaii 
Dal (L) are elso said to be a political 
offensive against Sant Jamail Singh 
Bhindranwme. the controversial Sikh 
religious leader who is close only to Mr 
Tohra among the top Akaii Dal (L) 
leaders. 

On 28 December, Sant Longowal 
snubbed Mr Tohra at the house of Mr 
Banta Singh, in Bhoparii villtgv- 
Amritsar district, where the Sant had 
gone to have evening tea. When Mr 
Tohra met Sant Longowal there, the 
Akaii Dal president tmd Mr Tohra that 
he suspected that he (Mr Tohra) was 
supporting Sant Jamail Singh Bbin- 
dranwale and Jathedar Gurdiad Sin^ 
Ajnoha who want a unity between the 
main Akaii Dal (led bv Sent Longowal) 
and the pro-Darbara Singh, pro* 
Congress llj faction led by Jagder 
Singh Talwandi. Sant Longowal end 
Akaii Dal (L) leaders like Badaf ere 
agitated that while the Tohra sa^or* 
ters talk of Akaii unity under the aegis 
of Mr Gurdial Sio^ Ajnoha, chief 
priest at the Golden Temple in Amrit¬ 
sar, Mr Ajnoha had not made any 
attempts to meet Sant Longowal. That 
evening at Bho'parai villas the Sant is 
raporied to have told Mr T^e that 
the talk about Akaii unity is neaniAA* 
loss, b^ause the Akaii Dal (Longowal) 
is the real Akifi Da). 

Earlier the same day. Sant Longowal 
is said to have snubbed Mr Tobri and 


Sant Bhindranwale at a public oieeHng 
in the nearby village a hlan^iU, be¬ 
cause the SMt fmt that Mr Tohra 
wanted to finish the liMigowal group's 
dialogue wish Un Indira Gandhi. At 
the meeting Sent Longowal also made 
it dear that while the Akaii Dal lad by 
him, which has an enrolled mem* 
ber^ip of 22 lakhs and which has 31 
MLAs in the Punjab Assembly U the 
real AkaU party. The other Akaii fac* 
(ions, said he, are **shops* set up by 
the CongresKl). At tbeMbIk meeting 
Sant Lo^owal also spoke out his mind 
to Sant Bhindranwale for making in* 
correct stateaenta about Mr BadaTand 
Mr Suriit Surgh Baraala (unioft agn* 
cultural minister in the Janata govern¬ 
ment). Sam Bhindranwale had been 
complaining that when the AkaU Dal 
(L) leaders met Prune Minister Mrt 
Indira Gandhi, Ur Badal and Mr Bar* 
naJa had not asked the PM for Sant 
Bhindranwale*! release, after his 
arrest on 20 September 1981. At this, 
Sent Longowal told the public meeting 
that Sant Bhindranwale's complaint 
was unjustified because both Mr Badal 
and Mr Bamala had emphatically told 
the PM that Sant Bhindranwale sKould 
be released before the Akali*^ talks 
could go ahead. 

Tha first tacncal move against Mr 
Tohra had alrea^ taken place six days 
earlier to the Manysla-Bhoparai epi 
so^s. On 22 December 1981, Mr 
Sueba Singh Chhotepur (28) the 
youngest member of the SGPC, placed 
a charter of demands to the 40* 
member committee. Mr Chhotepur de¬ 
manded that a coouaittee be set up to 
assess the accumulsiion of personal 
assets by the office-bearers of the 
SGPC during ibe last year, that 
another committee inquire and ideo- 
ttly those people who have violated 
the SCrc'$''lwuananias(decTees 
during the last two years, and that 
the head priest of the AkaJ fakht, at 
the Golden Temple will not interfere 
in AkaU pities till all the Akaii 
groups ask in writing for such an 
initiative from the bead priest. Mr 
Chhotepur's charter is said to be 
direaed against many local level 


At Mn Aka/i Dal mA'ring. Frakasb Hiufih 
Bads/ and SS Barnata 



office bearers of the SGPC who have 
been * appointed by Mr Tohra and 
against the Tohra-Bhindranwala* 
A]noha facade of unity 
Anti-Tohra sources in the SGPC say 
chat Ur Tohra does not conmand tha 
ellegiance of more than 40 nemberl 
among the 14S members of the com¬ 
mittee They point out that Mr Tohra'a 
re*eleaion as present of tha SGPC 
last November was possible only be¬ 
cause of Sinr Longowal'i supaoR, 
which the Sant hM exiendM n 
grounds of MrsonsI respect to dw 
veteran Mr T^ri though the majority 
of Akili Dal (L) leaders were opposed 
to Ms Tohra'a re-alaction. 

Anil Saarl 

The Sikh 
killer squads 

A little known Sikh group, the 
' AkHsnd Kinsn Jatbi which hai s 
' membership of over two Iskhi, is the 
I probable supporter of the hit-squadi 
: operating in nnjab during the last 
' four nonthi.’ Suioay Icams that 
many of thu killeri, led by the elleiod 
suspects Mr Tarsem Singh and Mr 
Talvinder Singh, are most probably 
former nasaliies who have become 
members of. or have developed links 
with, the Akhand Kirian Jatha. These 
killers, with tha Jatha's support could 
be responsible for the murder of the 
I former Niruikari leader. Baba Gnr* 

* bachan Singh, and Lala Jagat Nerain, 
apart from the other recent shootovts 
all over Punjab. 

The Akhand Kirtan Jatha la an 
extremely conservative Sikh group. 
It's members are emotional sealots 
and religious extrenisis. Theugb it is 
not a secret orgenlsstion. the ^tha is 
little known. Fritunly because its 
members live ordinary lives, working 
in the various services and profei* 
sbns. many of its members are am* 
ploy^ in the police and In vhrioas 
other poveriunent serrices. It la said 
(hat of the 13 Sikhs who are said to 
hive died at Mehta CKowk on 20 
September 1980, when Saot Jarnall 
&ngb Bhindranwale surrendered, as 
many u eleven were members of the 
Akhand Kirtan Jatha and that only 
two of the dead were members of the 
Bhindranvrale Teksaf. 

The Akh^ Kiitan Jatha SUdis, 
men and women.wear padres (a sort 
of turban. The women always cover 
their heads also earn a small fcixTan). 
Ascetics in their life-style, they em 
jure from drinking and from ostenta¬ 
tious living, (hou^ they do not wear 
religious robes w seclude tbeioaelves 
in me gunidwaras. 

Police sources in Punjab suspect 
that Mr Tarsem Singh, an ace gunman 
said (0 be present at most of the 
recent killing may have joined (be 
Akhand Kirtan Jaiha. Along with bim, 
aeteral other former naxtlites in Pun* 

a have dose luiks with the Jaiha. 

jab police believe that the kiUen 
may have pantcipaied in a ritual 
oath, pledging that they would des¬ 
troy the cneimes of the Sikh religion. 
AoD Sftiri 
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Slate Bank's 
Rs. 20,000 award for 
the 'Best All-Rounder 
of the Series'. 
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Thtru't • lot of excitemuftt. Ar d e lot of ipieulitlon 
To hoighton It (urthtr. Sieto Bank announeaa tha 'fiait 
Ali-Rogndar of lha Sariaa’ award. It'i now for ui to wait and 
eao which way H'a going to awing. And who ii going to ba 
lha boat all*round otrformtr in the larlaa Stata Bank Itaalf hai 
gtvan a number of match*winnari to Indian crickat. tika... 


Ajit Widtktf 

Bjahan Singh 
Badi 

Qundappa 
Viawonath 
Syod Kirmoni 


Tha first captain to lead India In two const* 
cutiva Victorious strlai on foreign soil. 

The highest wickei taker for India. 

Ona of tha two Indian batsman 
to scora over 6000 rune. 

The only Indian wicket'kaagar to claim 
ovar 100 vktima and ccof a over 1.000 rtina. 


€ven in banking. Stitt Bank hai shown t ramarkabla aff* 
round otrforminca In daposits. intarnationsi banking, priority 
MCtor idvincei as wall is iisliiince to tha handicapped. 

Ai I resuR. Slate Bank has.been able to eehieve the 
highaat eggregaie score of over 6.800 officei. 

And e piece of honour In "The Gulnneaa Book of Records" 
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State Bank 

Lets come closer 
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Pakistani media harp 
on Kashmir again 


H ow de Ptkiiiuii pdi> 

tiCAl loidort ind 

v)«w tbf protpocn 
of pooiiivo rofultt flow* 
lag from Indo PAkliioai 
contultitioni for concluding t no> 
wtr pict botweon the two coun* 
trlMf No •ooflor did Indio ofroo lo 
diKUM cho mouor ihin tb«y oro 
bock to tho lomUlor ihonoi of 
KAihmlr OBd iho "troditionol por* 
fidy of thi Nohni fomily." The only 
oxcoptioB i> (ho fovemmont owned 
Pokfiton TYms. PoklKonl ipoko*- 
non. ProoldoDt ZU downworu> ore 
Bi^iivid ovof Mri Gondhi'i fro* 
quont roforoncoi to * clouds of 
wir.” Thii. Bccording to then, It 
lymbolic of the ‘‘wer nyeterle" thet 
porvedoi Indie. I reproduce below e 
coiApUetion of the views expressed 
in Pekiiten la the weke of India's 
agreement to diicuM the ne wer 
peer. 

Qeii HuHtln Ahmed, secretary' 
genera] of the defunct Jemeet Isle* 
ml, telkini to e correspondent of 
the deiJy jeierer at Lenor# on 21 
December, expressed the view thet 
"it ii necessary for India to settle 
(hi Kashmir issue and adopt an 
■ttituda of Urge'heaitednass to* 
wards the Indian Muslims m its own 
imerest, since India is not a stable 
country and even its survival as i 
nation would be threatened if its 
harijan problems get accentuated." 

Qasi Huiaain Ahined is not im* 
portent, but Jamiat Islami is the 
only Mliticaf force which backs 
Geo. aU'uI Haq because of his 
exertions in the cause ol Ulan. 

And now for the media. ] would 
much rather let the comments 
taken from the dailies of 23 Decern' 
ber speak for chemselves: 

Pekfatan rimer "Delhi’s decision 
to hold exploratory talks with 
Pakisttfl is late buc nevarthaleaa 
walcoma. for it underlines a shift 
from Its earllar rigid stance. This 
leads OBi cautiously to hope that 
the contact may prove to be the 
beainnlng of iha Jeuniey« long awe* 
ited by (he deprived miUions m the 
re^oiv towards complete norma* 
llaetion which would enable the two 

S vemnaati to conctnirire on 
dr people's welfare free from 
mutual doubts and misgivlagi." 

jBngi "...By aiMrrlnain a recent 
statement tnat Kashmir la not 
nageiiable linca ii li an Integral 
part of India. Mra Gandhi has, in 
net. adeptad a icinct (hat fiogaias 


the Simla Pact under which India is 
committed to talks on the Kashmir 
dispute. ..We hope that Mrs Gandhi 
would review this position of bars 
ond agree to discussions on this 
dispuio. along with those cm the 
no*wer pact, because It hu been 
the cause of wars and unpleasant 
relations In the pest. 

"No outside pow er dare step on 
this lubcontinent ooce these two 
countries settle their disputes end 
(heir peoples start cooperating for 
their progress end prosperity. The 
recent Russian armM intervention 
IB Afghaaistan has also been poaii* 
ble only because of the absence of 
(he atmosphere of cooperation and 
unity between Indie and Pakistan 
which is essential for the intereeu 
of the region. Now that poeaibllitlH 
have arisen for the beglnniA| of a 
dialogue on e noB*eg|resslon pact 
beiween India and Pttistan, It Is 
essentia] to avoid such itntements 
es may spoil the atmosphere of 
understandinf. We hope that the 
Indleni will fully appteciate this 
important need it tne time." 

Msshrfd' "...It is indeed e good 
eimury that India has expressed its 
winingneis to diecuss the non* 
aggression pact. In fact, even the 
ecceptance of the prmciple of e 
non aggression pact proposal is a 
significant advance.. 

"But it would be e negative atti* 
tude on India's^art and there could 
be no MgotiatioBS on the non* 
aggression pact proposal if u insists 
that there cao ot no talks on the 
Kashmir issua. The two countries 
should also agree to discuu the 
only concrovenaal issue beiween 
(hem if tbey are convinced of the 
need for a BOB*aggressioa pact. It 
would be unienount to lkirtit^ 
the noa*iggreieion pact if India 
demands for it a price thet Pikistan 

"It ¥muld be a naaativa 
attitude on Indie s part 
and there could be no 
negotiations on the non- 
aggression paetpropoa- 
allf It Insists that there 
can be no talk on the 
Kashmir issue... It would 
be tantamount to skirting 
the non-aggression peel 
It indis demends § price 
thetPskis^n oannot 
aHordtopay.’' 


cenBot afford to pey<" 

Newer Waqc "...Most Pekisteitis 
would express not only satisfaction 
but also a pleasant surprise ac Indi* 
a’l willingness to hold talks, be* 
cauM the present leaders of India 
had started this spate of threats 
and provocations against Pakistan, 
not only because of their own ex* 
pansionisi designs but also at the 
behest of their friend Russia, ful* 
lowing its Invasion in Afihanisten. 
Former Prime Minister Mororii De* 
sai has elreedy talked about it quite 
a number of times. 

"Beside other inings. the ever* 
Iflcreesing opposition to her 
•pproech withm end outside her 
CQuniry has elso been e factor In 
persuading Mrs Gandhi to agree nn 
talks with Pakistan. We cannot, 
however, expect any immediate or 
positive outcome from the talks in 
view of our bitter experience of 
such exercise In the past with iha 
Indian rulers, particularly the 
Nehru family. It would rather be 
lelf'deception to expect any such 
positive outcome, but since the 
pith to peere end undersiandmg 
lies through ulki done, it should 
not be ciinsidered a futile exercise 
to hold talks with Indie at (he 
present iuncture, even for talks’ 
s4ke. 

"The aUegation of Mrs Gandhi 
(hat talk of revenge has been going 
on in Pakistan is • figment oi her 
imagiiterion. nor has any credible 
source confirmed that there is any 
concern among Indian people on 
this score. On the contrary, even 
non^fficial visitors coming from 
India have returned with the im* 
pression that the Indian people are 
surprised and concerned over the 
tone and tenor of Mrs Gandhi's 
unreesonebJe attitude towards 
Pakistan We shall, however, hope 
that following their expression of 
willingness to hold talks un a non* 
aggression pict, the Indian leaders 
would exercise some restraint in* 
stead of tbreetenui^ fire and brim* 
itoBf end brandishing arms againxr 
Pakisun. 

"Be (hat as it may. the willing* 
new of the Indian leaders for talks 
on (he proposed no'wer pact end 
(hair invitation tu the Pakistan 
foreign minister for vlilting Delhi, 
is e good Initiative in its own right 
which can be made Into the bails 
for hoping for the best even in the 
worst of elrcunstancM." 







Instead of regrets, 
may we suggest prevention. 


In India, fire destroys propcfT^«xj 
goods worth fts.3 cms every day. 
Over«thojsand people die and 
several Wts are injur^ or 
incapacitated every year. 

Apait from the loss of life and 
property, eQwpment and material lost 
take bme to replace. Producbon is 
badly affected, the market is bst to 
competition, workers faa 
unemployment and soodvi^ of 
business developed over yean is 
suddenly jeepanted. 


The sad part of It all is that most fires 
are prevefftable. They can be foreseen 
and thdr dama^ potential mirymised. 

Make Loss Preventiorra way of life. At 
home, on the road, in the factory and 
office. We. at IPA, are committed to 
the prevention and mtnMT^saUon of 
losses But vrt can only offer our help, 
must act 


Prevent losses; promote prosperity. 


LO^ PREVENTION ASSOCIATION OF INDIA LT 

w Qafmti awnce ina>*av> w«»aan hqmk. la pm ftMav 400 QOi. 














Helping cured laper a i 

A pro^rtmau lo rehabditaie curtd 
kprotj patieBO hu bc«& iatinad (of 
the Knt time in Ohm by a Cttholk 
orgaaiMtiott with cbe beb ^ the turn* 
netloaaUied iVdertl Beat. On |utna- 
tee frott the lepren-vUlaM pucbyec 
loans raafuf mm Rs 400 to lU 13^ 
were aivto to tea cured padeets to 
•ten firewood trading bukioess end 
poultry uniu. 

Sanctuary for the 
Great Indian Bustardscz] 

Two senccuahes ere beiai set up in 
Cwelior. Mao^ Pradesh, Icr the pro< 
tectfton of tba Greet ladiea BuMsr^-^ 
feet diieppeertea tpecice. The aeiictu* 
ery it Ghedeeon. meed ever 512 km 
of hilJy iracH eed forests has beeo 
formally openad and the second one at 
Kerare will be opeoed soon. The bus* 
tards, comtnoDly VnowD es Son QuUya 
usually appear during the niay sea* 
son in these areas. 

Make money, not babieso 

The Steel Authority of Indii (SAILI. in 
an effort to bring its employees under 
the small family norm, has decided to 
give cash incentives to its emplnyees 
who get sterilised. Under this new 
scheme which will replace the existing 
system of special increments, men win 
gel Ps 2,000 and women Rs l.SOO. 

Bharatnatyam for 
the Japanese czzi= 3 

A six*member cultural troupe race* 
ntly loured Japan and gave 12 
weil appraciated performances there. 
The young artistes had inong there 
Ms Soma Bhattacharya, 24, for whore 
it was a personal vindicaden of sorts. 
When at the age of eight she wanted to 
become 1 dancer her parents would 
not have it. But she was determined to 
make her lifc*scompan 

ion a&d she will always remam a 
dancei. 

Haryana goes for 
solar energyez:^ . ; 

Haryana has decided to go in for solar 
energy in a big way. As tM first step, a 
solar water heatina system, desigM 
by the National Research Develop* 
.Bsent CorpontioQ, has been iimalled 
at Haryana Breweries, Murthal. This 
system has 297 collocton and occupies 
an area of about 270 eq. re makiAg it 
.one of the biggest in the country. Tiw 
runs of the system were quite satiifac* 
tory and water temperature upto 75 
dagrees ceatrigrade wm echicved.The 
water capadn of the system is 15,000 
litres a day. The hot vrater delivared 
by the system is baifip udlised lor 
various procasies reeulnag in substafi* 
dal sawajia in the coftiiittpdDa pf 
furnace eO. The gov erna aot la pUfr 
DlBg M set ap a amm eoam caaoa la 
the Gurgaos ragioa. Furtbar. Mvaral 
aelar mmar demoastratioa plaaia wltt 
ba aat uiT 


Medical fund 

for pensionersci:.i::::.-:j 

Pensioners in Rajastan will beucefortb 
get free medical aid from a fund to ba 
tomed from subscriptions CMtributad 
by employees in service. State aovam* 
menl employees earning less tfian Rs 
1,000 wul contribute Re one eech 
month and those earning more vrill 

f 've Rs two to the Pensioners Medical 
kind. Ihe paniioners will get free 
medical aid, hospital accommodation, 
pathological tests and medicines. 

New bio-fertiliser substitute for ureaE 

A wonder bto-ferriliser named AsolU. ture department of Assam which con* 
which can abaorb nitrogee from air ducted eepenments with Azolla in 
and implant it directly into the soil. Cechacdistrlct, has found that 40 kg of 
now mii^t becoBte the poor fermer*s AtoUa gives enough nutrient for an 
cheap and affective subsutute for cost hectare of land which needs 200 kg of 
!}( urea. AaoUa is the symbiosis ^ two urea. A»Ua grows very fut; 4 kg of 

B ut ofguismt t water fora end a AsoUa in a 50 cm nursery will multiply 
ue green algae (Asedfa Anehaene to 80 1^ in iuit 25 dayt. The Interna* 
complex). These orpnisms are avail- tional Rice Research Cnsticute (LRRI), 
ableinplenty in the counm, especial Manila, has recommended Aac^a for 
ly in the eanem region. Toi agrlcul* third world countries. 

Eat more mushroomsc=i Brave districtc j 



The Indian Council of Agricultural Haminpunn Himachal Pradesh, with a 
Research (ICAR), Shillong, has male population of 1.45 lakhs, has 
evolved low cost methods lor artificial about IS.OOO of its men in the defence 
culhvation of four different stnins of services and manv more ex 
edible mushrooms through dchydra- servicemen. Nine servicemen from 
tion or canning process as the Hamirpur hive received Vir Chakras, 
reusbroom fungus tends to wilt within 21 have received Sewa medals and two 
six hours of harvesting. The vitamin-C Vayu Sens medals. One brave son of 
rich mushroom u now reennmended Hamirpur got the Victoria Cross in 
by doners to correct Irregularities of w<^1d War I There are few families in 
carMydr^ menboUam. cardiac dii* chis district which do not have a inem* 
comfort and benbem. her in the services, 

Swadeshi linert 

The largest indigenously designed capacity of 35091 cu. m. The ship also 
bulk carrier, Lok Prici 126,000 DnT) has air conditioned accommodation 
manufacture by the Garden Reach for 62 persons and a swimming pool. 
Ship Builders, Calcutta, has1>een dell- The modern navigational equipment, 
vered to Mogul Lines. This marks ihe m the ship can speed it lo a maximum 
first major effort to produce the basic of 15 knots with an endurance of 
dcsigA an ocean going ship without 12.000 nautical miles. Considering the 
foreign collaboration. Lok Priii is (act that 80 per cent of the compo- 
made fully welded steel with a nents of Lok Priti are indigenously 
single deck and a diesel engine and made, ic is ite first ocean going ship 
has*seven cargo bolds each with a which can really be called swadeshi. 





WHY make the widest 

range of BRIEFS and VESTS... " 

Because they are made for Every Masculine 
Physique, Fashion and Taste. 



R6QULAR for trMitieri*i 
boOy AvtnoWo tn 
whit# tlx odourt. 


• piaoMnf cH«n9« HIPSTER o compir BULLDOG • lough now 
for iho dim body, in whito for tho othiolie body of bridi \r^ Kaolutlvt 

v>d PMWI ohodoo AvdIMO in wMtU tnd r»gi»tef«d Striped dftlon. 

alvcolour* 



MIDWAY 

for fuiltr log eov«r«QO. 


RACER tno onty popMr 
undorwOAr to foW in 
AvmUebi* in whito ar>d 

HOtfl oHadM 


8ELAIRE dMignod to k««o SUPREMA $nuo ond Soft 
you eoef Rogu^r VESTS that ttay In thipo. 

and Hipotor, • Vasts with With OAd without piOOVM. 
ond without 0 i««v*a. In wh>to ond colours. 


Pick your choice, One has 
got to be right for you. 


from tho pwplo who gavd you JOCKEY 


{iheftiy 


frsfsMWwl Mldir 










THE WORLD 


Polish 

protest 



*Adoit l/affiM 

hii apti«ar>4 in k'oland and 
Fnlei have itaried wearing 
bkach ffltiurnins riblvmh un 
fhtir lapeli at a tiffn of priv 
TSti III I Pit tha impmition uf 
iffilUary rule A chrimial mu 
dam hai prapartd a type i>f 
knvkaibla hk which hecotnai 
Wikbla Oflly y> minurti afitr 
li ii applkso and (hit m bains 
uiad to black out official 
prepisanda poattri Accord* 
in| to rapon»> many Folat arc 
mQ] waarini loUaaricy bui* 
torn, (houfth on the tntlbe of 
(hair lapali. 


Moscow 

betrayed 

The ftaUsn Coomunui Par* 
ty, (he tarieiT comaftnlst 
pvup in the Watt, receoily 
etprtitad i(i *toial coedc' 
Rination* of the milaary 
crackdown in Fotand. '‘Thate 
maasgrat are incomjMtibla 
with our democratic and 
uicLaliti idenli They cannot 
retolve the deep entit of the 
PoiitK Daunn." utd the peny 
m I 17*page documem 
^ccurdmi to (ht» documani. 
lilt* cruihtni of (he workera 
Riiivemant markad the and of 
the boviat revolution a» e 
propulalvc force. 

No longer 
bitter 

Bitter iMte. e film 
wriiien hy ioldier*(uiD 
author. Hei Hua. which had 
run into rinigh weather hit 
found favour with (he new 
Chiiiew leaderihip Cummun* 
lit party cheirman Hu 
yaohena hat annuunced that 
i riiit wnt of Bitw tove and 
III autbur will no Ioo|tr be 
cniertcined icript had 
vome under fire becauee of a 
coniroverelel icene in which ■ 
boy woribipt luddhe, and 
(hif was retarded a* a veiled 
attack on (he pereonaJIty cull 
that curroundvd the iaie 
Chairman Idao Xedong. 


Winter oi discontent 


Pathans on the rampage 




Kabul and aevera! otnar 
urban araee in Affhenisten 
were recanUy rocked by a 
•eriea of ex|Noaione. Tht cul* 
ri(«; Pathiiu opposed to the 
brak Karmat regin# A 
Soviet ammuniciee dump wet 
blown up and a aenior official 
of the minlftry of plaonlng 
killed Ail ikii happened da* 
fpite (he rrrkT sMurtry bh* 
wee anforced by iha govern- 
Bent 10 calebrait (be 


armivenary of tbe Soviet in* 
vaiion on 2? December. The 
bomb edacks came barely a 
few dayi af(er Prime Mlnlirer 
Kiehtmund made an uouaual 
KKement before the council 
of mmiKeri: ift per cent of 
(hr coun(ry*i buoiet. he de¬ 
clared. wkt fInanMd by (ha 
Sovlti Uniim and that "coun* 
(er-rtvfllutionariai* had 
cauiad aKtanaiva damage to 
(he nedonsl economy 


Begin writes to Mubarak 



Brum HYNufiti hitfvpr 


In an effor( to aofian 
Egyp('i attitude towardi the 
ennesatlcn of Colin Hiighii 
the Uraeli Prime Miniiier 
Menachtm begin he* uritien 
a Ifttft in hi* own hend tu 
kg^piien Priiidsm Hoinl 
M%rek Egypt had earlier 
condemned the ennoaation 
end Mr Begin had aaid ihet no 
power on eanh ct»uld force 
them to Withdrew. According 
to repurtii» the letter rum Into 
leven page* and aitampti tu 
luitlfy Uraer* action. 


Briefly 


Shah’s nephew 



lebead keee Pebalvi d?), a 
ntphaw of the tannor Shah of 
Iren, wee found dead in a 
Madrid hostel on CHriitmes 
Cve. Hii deeth wti epsierent- 
ly due to en overdose of he¬ 
roin. Mr Reu Pehelvi had 
been living ei e politicel eaile 
in Spein. 


Aeroflot 

hennetl 

Preiident Reneld iUagan 
bai decided to lusMsd all 
AeroAoi fli^ca to tor USA. 
But it li uaUkely that other 
European countriai wlU fol¬ 
low suit. Russia canoot retali¬ 
ate in kind becauee no Amor 
lean airllna operues Khe* 
dulad services lo Moscow. 


Antl>4nig drive In Egypt 


I President Mubtrek's ersek- 
down on drug dealers ir. 
! EgypT he* uebled the price of 
hashish end u creating prob 
lems for tbe new goverrunent. 
The lou^ measures against 


dealers who earlier used to 
sell drugs openly culmineted 
m the arrest of Rashed Oman, 
a member of the People's 
Assembly ind the top drug 
dealer In Egypt. 


Mock tHal? 


A ptnon MieuThreitbtHIiik tfysttfl are Wi 
Jomacdoxi gfier mWttry rate was ciassped 


lawyers defending the 
assassins of Anwar 
Sadat decided against attend- 
ing coun sessions recently be¬ 
cause they were repeatedly 
refused penrusuon to sum* 
Bon MBS of the more impor¬ 
tant witaesses.ThemiUtary 
court proBpiiv disBiised the 
lawyers end has dow asked 
for replacenents Abdel 
HaltB Raaeden. who wti de¬ 


fending the leader ot the 
alleged assBssini before being 
summarily dismissed* has 
claimed that no other lawyar 
would be wilUng to repleee 
him because the trial is a 
’mockery.' The defence coun* 
seri line of ergument was 
that Anwar Sadat was himself 
responsible for his fata be¬ 
cause he had acted in an un* 
Islamic manner. 


SI 


a 


















A U eyes «fere oq Cakyt- 
Acs’s RjbiBdn Sedan on 
I Januarj 1M2. From €.30' 
ifl the cvemns the 
the weU'known and the lev 
Mf-koowq -tagaa Trooping 
in for tbe anau^aticn of 
Filootsav 12. Evcfyone 
tried to put ih^r best,but 

«riio wai at fault for lettins 
Rabtndrasatta Tafore't Ute 
sitt satueoeer tbe entr* 
•nee renaio id the dark 
ahadowi? Periupa the Fil- 
notaa* orgaiiisert fonot 
that Rabindra Sadan has 
been naned efeet the dreat 
poet. 


Hiiv mfjTi' 


I‘4inn;p9. MKCf.u(tiI 


E ver since Fadmioi Xof/i' 
i^fecataoulied into 
notoriety with her fajDOus 
kiss to ^jflce CAvJen wives 
of film acton are wary of 
her. Vjfli Canapatfty, wife 
of XamaJahtM/i, U obvious* 
hr tettifti jittery now that 
ruAini IS slacM to act 
opposite XamaUhasan in 
the Hindi remake of the 
film Ne/Otthti Kilfathe. 


GiHE suMwr w- mr 


TayamaUnfi wish of 
J actinf in a Hindi film, 
nas come true at last, thanki 
to XirAore Xumar. Jayama* 
lini had been selected to act 
in Kuhore’sfiln Chairf Xa 
Sam Ziadagi. After her 
role in K/ist^ Shab'i fibn 
SAa/rmarche siar had hoped 
that she would be welcom^ 
into the Hindi f il m in dustry 
with open arms. However, 
nothing of the sort hap* 
penad. Amrently the 600 
south Indian fitter in which 
she had danced were not 

i oed enou^ for the Hindi 
ilmmakeri. So JayamaJini 
waited patiently. Looks like 
the long wait has not been 
in vain after all. 

66 Vou are so young, wny 
X do you act as an old 
man?'' SA;va>r (.aMMo 
aiked a ytnmg hero who was 
acting in the rolv of an old 
nan ?ai came the reply; 

"All the old itarn insist «o 
Playing in the role of young 
hemi. We youngsters are 
left with no choice but to 
taka up old men's roles. ” 
Guess who i he young hero 
was, Ka.rmkimr' 


UiKrn^v /an A .ri iht 
injuauruiiim _ 


F ilcscKsav 82 was not 
without its abienieas. 
either. One of them; veteran 
actor of the Bengali and 
Hmdi screen, (ytaai Oirtt. 
His wife. Sbo^ isrii also aa 
actrasa, was there. Surely, 
there must be some truth in 
the ruowur doing tbe 
rounds in tbe city; UtpaJ 
Dutt had Mne ro tee De6<, a 
Bengali fiun. in Metro ane> 
ma, ■ day or two before the 
inauguntioQ. (Thougb the 

inauguration was on i Janu¬ 
ary, saeen mg of films 
started much earlier.) Ud* 
fortunately, tbe orgaoiseu 
at the entrunce of the ball, 
wouldn’t lei him eater. So 
he left. Did he. (hen, keep 
away from the inauguratson 
ID order to prutest? Or wes 
it because K received the 
iovitaiHin card only after 3 
January—as many dh^ 
when the inaugural functiuo 
was already over. 


at fjw 


Hindi 


frfas. 


kunni. i tig Unu!\ ItuM siotv ilw ‘how 

A moDJ those present at II 

A&tbeiunciion were Shar* 
mrla Tuofe. dotofand Qiit- 
rePaJekar —whose first 
film has been seleaed to be 
Kreened in the Indian 
panoraiBa sectioiv—Sa; Ha* 
rasupe, Satyajit Ray, Mrinaf 
San, Apama San and a host 
of other film peraanalilies. 

Bui ike show wouldn't have 
been complete withoul the 
Bengali screen's most 
famous actreu. Sochirra 
Sea Sheeniered the hall 
alone, rook her seat and 
alter tbe show left as regally 
as she had come in, without 
even a hullo or |ood*bye to 
tbe people around her, 

T M star, or should 1 say 
Ran. wbo stole the sKow 
were naturally the Kapoors. 

Hc^l doo*l mean tie elder 
Kapoie—Papa Raj. 
hui. <mt Qfhisclajisnan, 
the youngest. .Shashi, was 
present for tte Inaimuration 
with his wife, Jeos/w, and 
son, Xunaf. 

W bete was the angry 
young film director, 

Sted Uirza? He was in Cal> 
cuiraon 3 January and be 
swely must have been in. 
vhod for the FI I moisav but 
be wav nowhere to be seen. I 
found him sometime later 
watching the mamatoth ral¬ 
ly organ ised by the C PKM) 
ooihai day. 

.9uch;rrw Sen. regal 

cv i«h 4 ism wuhm^mMi 







24 January 


By AMRITLAL 


An invipacM up- 
^^g a CT heavii on tw domesbc from 
Itcvo you pB&pmg for 
“'^^peaco tor mM a whilt No 
week 10 pat your hopeo on mombors of the 
opp o» to son. you wii hew to put 19 mih a 
greet m of oppoeMr tom them. ProO- 
lems on the protosscnal front wi continue 
to botfter you ttn neek. too The frtarv&v 
from loofQ beP The romanectrommliteeo 
you cheerful. M Mn; 27 . 2» M X. 
Latfey Beetoem: 2. 6 and d. fawifcli «rae- 
flea: NoW). 


Far theae len flaMHt II Jeaeery Hi 14 feIrMrr The early yean cl 

your Me are uauatly beaei wah prcMne. Aa the yeere go by toe 
compKcaimeaaeoul. ObatecieeandNndrenceeiendtobeewey 
of flfe Hih you. Woet of you are egeinei fm«)g e rwKpt toMi eork. 
8e even If you 40 find a )ob you have e tendency of gMng a tto « toe 


Wi opportunty You prpteuionel He centree around engineering, 
tow wid eiaewQ MmwMer. m caae you ere en ecadenecien or 
wortong at toe heid^ rnewtorgy or mimrg. eucceee It eseured. You 
toca eracueet eartoa Nevenhetoes, your tnendi ere genuine end 
help you ide over toe eanpier ptobiema n He. 


Siaiil^uaell Beginning 


B^^^ARIES (IS Atoft-14 May) H you 
^N/^IrMjPart the adventurous tfpt. tots 
7 an toeei week tor you Sur* 

v~'-^>Kprises end eiotemem will 
—"^ ^ keep you on tentorhooke A 
kicky week tor sponsmeri too your etlons 
wm Of crowned wahsueceee. ForDuenese* 
men and tooee to service, tors wtii turn out to 
be a moderaiefy succeestul week The 
domesK from wiB be e source oi toy end 
corrtoh Lenem wH bring you good news 
However, do not try too hard to get m vONed 
to romerw. Boei iatSS' 24.26 and 2a LaHy 
flumbeit: 6. 6 and 9 FavemMe torerten; 
North 


IMdSflUitl Utitoiakiri 

4^^Specuiaiors and gamblers, 
/^tois week you writ be required 
H.IO eser o se evkeme saNcorv 
fae vA 4^ Ifni. Riafcy wnturae art Sktoy 
to result to toaaes. On toe protofisionef kom. 
progmea «l be steady prowled you ere 
lacM in deiirio wth your co ftoag u es and 
superors Ftoanoal proepanty wH conkoue 

to etode you. Tha domesac tart wi remato 
peaceful and your spouee «il ^ you H 
toe sivport you need A toner is hkefy to 
brmg in wnportant rmw M lltol; 2 $. 2 ? 
and29 taeky aaetosn: 2.3MS Fawerakto 
dmcflH; Nortoeeai 


S SAOinARIUS (16 Oiceaibfr- 
14 JaaNii) A very hecbc wMk 
hes ahead oi you. You are. 
however, strong advHed rtc* 
10 spend your time to bid 
eompany DisacpO'nImenis ere to store lot 
yrtj Oontiettoai bother you Romance wM 
lake a oarucutohy happy lum A word of 
advice guard agamsi deception, a Tnend rs 
out to decaws you. The hearth of your 
Spouse may cause you some enxiely. Keap 
your lemoer under Control Leftera may be 
eapecied M «atos: 25, 2 a ata » leslty 
•eHtosn: S. 7 and a Fanaralto llrscttofl: 
Southwest 


y TAURUS (19 Mav-.1< Jeae) 
Fmanctoiy. this « an aaceflart 
week You will be to a poHiion 
to retoi your stnngeri habib 
tor a while However, fresh 
loans may have to be urtoerteken pnmvWy 
because a tnend or a member of toe tertay 
may eik you for financial atitotanee A lucky 
break ewBiia you ri you are 1 craakve artiH. 
so lorge ahead end your etani ww be 
tuccesstoi. A Inendshio is m toe ofhng 
Those in service may have 10 unoenake a 
journey Geefl istos: 26 . 2 fl and X. Lacky 
Miinbtn:3 and SFavoereM dirtcflH:Em 


R vnu (II fiputaii-u Octo- 
ler) An eacleni week tor to* 
mance Meka M use of toa 
cnaneas thai oome your «ey 
and you wH have e good bme 
wito your perlner. Oood fortune by way oi 
hnenctoi game and bustoaes aspansion to 
toTKasi A word oi aovica be on yew guard 
torycwanemiHaraonthteroin Oonotba 
atormed toough. chertcos cd damage to you 
are Hen. A |pumay,plertoed some w ne ag^ 
may be poetoonad Qaad deiis: 26 . 26 and 
X. lucky aeitatrt: 1. 6 arto 9 FtvearaM 
dkeeflee: Soutoaaai 


7^ .CAFRK^RN: (19 JanMiy.14 
jdFikrkiry) Speculators ir^d 
\ f>9^f4h your betls. 

** *Yery chartoe that ymi 

have been waiimg tor Fir^anciei gams are m 
Store tor others Exercise cauHon while 
OMitofl IT property maneri Fetoy good 
oppodunlbts ewart you this woeh torga 
aheM ar>d succesi wto be yours. Caution, 
do not let e member or the opposae sex 
mteriere with vour affairs Seed ittfs: 24,21 
vdX. LattyevtoMN: 1 , 6 er>d 9. Fivear- 
ekie Mtea: Weei 


S GEMINI (IkJeaa-ldMyjThto. 

unfonunaiely, w not a very 
kicky week tor you. busmeee* 
men are advieed not to enter 
toto nwn end nsky ver>Mes: 
Others are edvieed to guard agamsi exirava* 
gertoe Your detemsnabon and wtopowor 
mil help you solve some of the problems 
lactog you ih« week. Do not be unduly 
perturbed.Rely dn vour frtecids to 
gwe you support when you need it moat Not 

e good week for romance. MdaM: 26.27 
and 29 Lssfey Whkirs; 1.4and8 FasH fi bli 
dlresOen: South 


S UM <11 OMktar^ll llHt» 
flH| Thto. itofortuneMy. to not 
i vtory tovourtaie week tor 
you Pemertol probfem s w« 

aeeume grave prdportons erto 
conknue to worry you On the profeswortoi 
tart, you may not meet wHi much 
Desoito your honest eflons, you ere to 
come undH enadem tam yoir aupenors 
Not die week to rety on your fnerKto tor 
totoport. Thie to i very good week tor 
romance. Cepiiefiee on k 6eX detoa: 2S. 27 
and29 te sk y H tobsi s .’4.7end9 FenerXto 
tftatflM: EhI 


pSAf^AQUARHJt (t$ Fikr«irv-M 
rr^^p^MefCkf Proble ms on the busi* 
l^diST^nesa tart miy trouble you 
ft p'T However, your spiott ml re* 
carve e boost tam the fresh 
buskiese contact you will be mekrg ms 
week. Piogress wto be remarkable on the 
proto sa ional tart. Your etlorts are bkeiy lo 
receive ihe pretoe due to you The domestic 
tart to Vkely to cause you some problems. 
Friends end reialives wH find Ihemaalvea m 
tatibit and come to you lor edvee. Oood 
daiei: 26,28 8ndX Ucky itomkers: 3.4 and 
7 FauMrskts direcllaa: South 


S CANON (16 Jtoy-14 itopstf 

Except tor your health which 
ahqws signs of falling, thia 
week wW lum out to be mod* 
eretofy successful. For Vwae 
ill government eervtoe. a promotion to not 
unlikely Excalleni opportunities awaits 
those In buemesa. This week you ara IHcaly 
to gal a chance w mfci wth people and 
esiebkeb coniacts witti Infiuertial persons. 
However, do not spoil your chances by 
indulging In sudden tKs of tomper. fieefl 
iilss: 24,27 and X. Lecliy aamfleis: 2 . $ and 
a. Pw wfiMe dtaMlM: West. 


PUCES (16 MtrUu.14 MrH) 
ExcepI for ihe heaHh of your 
spouse which is Hkeiy to cause 
you soma arxieiy, this is going 
to be s perticutorty lucky week 
ton you Prospects for businessmen are 
bnghi. The professfortol tart looks good 
too steady progress, with pnynobon lor the 
kiduar ones Fneoctoi gairv through di>> 
bious means 1 $ assured gambhng may bnng 
m excelent returns Your enemws wM be 
active Gsed datos: 24. 27 end X. Lecky 
■eiakafS' 2. 6 end 6. f iveertkla dtadieu: 
North and East 
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BAHfl: Conununiiit of KhaUJibad town 
in this district farted ji lunch yHierday 
11 ? t^Hembor) to mourn the death uf v 
munkvv vrhu had a *‘parf<cr 

CO mm kin in.*' The mooki'V wtn buried 
urap|)«<j m the puriv's fla^ afiar a 
funeral piuce^Mon ahich was Hccompa* 
ni«d by nrau bunds—/honear tV. Tyaft. 
Lucknow I 

Ml^AKFARI’VH A cvniitil juil vcn> 
pluyat nuipendud tur ik«jtli|Mnca uf 
duty, hat been abie to aat m cartiftcata 
of afficlancv within 24 houri uf hit 
sutpantion Mr Bhivcbandra Singh, war* 
dan of iha cantral jail hart had baan 
tuspaiidad. ai a convict under hit cot* 
tody minagtd to atcapa. Tha tutpan* 
tion ordar laid the aicapa of tha convict 
umountad to "nvgliganct of duty " 
Kowavar, within I* hours of hit «uipan* 
tion, Mr Singh wa« able to trata tha 
culprit and goi him raarrattad. Sutpen* 
aioR urdart agamHt him wara revokad 
und ha was givan munetary rawards 
Nvnhtrn /ndiu r'atnka iC.ff. Banarjea, 
Paiiahadl 

KOTTAYAM: Many tininia rapratanta* 
(ioni by iha davotrat to u>rd Ayyappa 
hava baan found in tha hundi of tna 
^barimaia tampla. whan it was optnad. 
Political repreien tat ions, praying for 
tha blaitings of tha Lord for makirm 
Congraitih laadar.K Karunakaran,the 
chlaf minister ware found in tha hundi 
in front of the sanctum Mnctorum of tha 
tampla. Other repratantations includad 
tha plan to the Lord to maka the Mariiit 
laaaar.E.K. Navanar.and Kerala Con* 

K s (Mann leader,R. Balakrishoa PiL 
he chief minister of tha state. One 
davctaa wanted tha Lord tu help m not 
entrusting tha duties in connection with 
tha university aKaminutions with erring 
iKturen and staff—Mdian Express iR 
Sasidharan. Ernakulani 

HYDERABAD; Distribution of the so- 
called loan sanction letters, sewing 
machines, buffaloes, sheep and the like 
under various weaker section devalo(K 
mem programmes is nothing but a 
farce. Bccurdine to tbe people of Sari* 
palli village in Visakhapatnam diitrict. 
Whan a group of newsman recently 
visited the vilfaga. a number of people 
twlonging lu Uie wedker seciivna ree¬ 
led how they ware '^benefited" by the 
s>caUed loan sanction letters and other 
rhinis presamad to them by successive 
chiat ministers. Tha loans were sane* 
tioned only on paper, and none of tbe 
'‘benelKiarias'' got the actual loan. 
They ware made to spend soma amounts 
for securing tha certificatas needed for 
the loan. Tha villagars funhar said that 


whan the praseni chief mimvrer.Mr 7 
Nnjiah, visited Handunhi. a nvdiK 
nmru they were taken there .Sawmg 
mjchines. buffaloes and sheep wert* 
brought ihare and the chief miniviei 
hdrtM over the same tn ilie cmiill and 
marginal farmers. But soon after the 
departure of tha chief minister, ihc 
muchmes and animals were uImi luken 
awav—DetTj/i ChrtmicJe ^P. Ravinder. 
Hvderohadi 

I jjAiN The first aval registered 
puistituias’ welfare association in the 
cuuritrs* has approached the authoriiiek 
fur ailoiment m land lu »et up a provti 
tutev* cidony iui the outskirts of I jjain 
Hrofciituirv living m the heart m the city 
IS err iic iihar morallv nur lagullv msii* 
fted. tha asuHiatian iecratar>*,Mi Bahu 
BhiitUdd (he authorities tn a memoran¬ 
dum. StrasMng the need tnr a separate 
cnluiiv. the asMiciatnin precident, Mrs 
bhakuntala Baviaid tha piustitutas did 
not own houaas in- the redllght area 
They had tu pay Rs 10 to Ks IS per day 
to iha houseowner. This M>mafimes 
furcad them to remain hun^. Uia said 
The propoted cnionv will cust Ks 12 
likh^Tvmea ofind/a iBhvhikanr Kul 
karm. Puncl 

StYYATlNKARA t Kerala i: Tha Kat* 
rakkada transport atg^ion authorities 
thuuihi (hev could give • hand to help 
tha Insing RTC out of tha red. They 
Iw^kad around, found a tolfri and a 
Itrilliant bulb shone in their head. Why 
a tailat at the bus station, they 
reaionad. when almoet evaryona has a 
private toiletr Also, people have to 
salf>disc(pllnt and suppress their urges 
if the nation hu to prosper, that seemed 
to be tha line of their thinking. So the 
enttrpnsiAi station bosses decided to 
malw a profit out of tha toilet which was 
yielding nothing but stink. The toilet 
was auctioned out for starting apean 
shop Tha RTC has igndrea public 
appeals to ra*open the toUet or con¬ 
struct a new one. At least tha Kanakki* 
da pendfeyatcommittee is appreciative 
of the RTC's resourcefulness. Inspired 
by the RTC's idea* the committee is 
seriously considering a proposal to de*. 
mulish a toilet at Katukkau junction 
You know for what; Tha comnittae's 

S ian is to put up a sniping complen— 
rrdian Express (R.M. Pillai, Quilon 
Kerala) 

PUNE; Will Rampriya get a c'ompensa* 
tion for being hit by a truck? If so. she 
will probably become tbe first elephant 
with a fat bank balance. In an unusual 
case that comes before a city court next 
month. Rampriya's owner has deman¬ 
ded Rs 67,Ow Including Rs 10,000 for 
medical expenses, Rs 10,000 as loss of 
levenwe, R» 27,000 aa food expenses per 
year as well u Rs IS,000 cowards trans¬ 
port and Rs 5.000 for "permineni dis¬ 
ability." Tbe 30-yegr-old Jumbo was 
hurt when a speeding truck hit her hind 
legs, fracturing her right leg when she, 
along with five ocher circus tlephanci, 
vras moving towards Bombay last De¬ 
cember—/ndreo Express fD. Agvwa!, 
Tadepalligudem, AP) 


^^OSot^aeaB 

A fyiwyiil Vmlli|^IK 

If the iiovemment ha« the courage. 
IvT It put me behind bars for inch¬ 
ing the yimth to revolt against the 
prevent government—C ha ran 
Singh 

W> alwavs fmve diiferan^fei* within 
the Cimgressifi. It is a wide siruc- 
lure hut we do nut have serious 
difiereiicev—Rajiv Gandhi 

If vou ihmk that the probienfi mas¬ 
sacre' of hanjans) can be solved bv 
my Ire I mg, w hai vhnuld 1 mv?— 
V.r. gingh, Uttar Pradesh CM 

You me nur rajs, if vou cannot 
pun eel us. who wiH'r—Aharijan In 
^adhupur. clutching the feel of V.p. 
smgh 

Wy want tu asauie the harllans (in 
UHi thki ihair liie and uruperiy 
wuuid be safe—^ail Bingn. union 
home minuter 

1 am not ihe talleM ununig them 
iMpptiMtion leaders I. Some taller 
men wrll have to uriwer thai^'H N. 
Bahugunn in Cliteker when asked 
about uppovittoii uinr^ 

I am not prepared to accupt the 
virw (hut equal vs change with den 

II w{ 1 on - V. y y h III lUru c li ud.. Ch lef 
.lu^tice oi iiidia 

Whenever I go I hnd all ihe lights 
burning, including Here. The firii 
thing I tell people wherever t gu is 
to pul out nuii-c»seniiul lights— 
fndira Gandhi at a conference in 
Trivandrum 

I uiidersiiiud voui diicnnient 
...SucialiHt Poland needs* >v>u all. 
Poland will use vuur good and had 
experience as well ai yuur need lor 
lusTice—Henrs'k Jablonski. Polish 
President m his new year message. 

Workers have the right lo sat up 
autonomous trade unions whose 
role is 10 defend their social, family 
snd individual rights—Pupa John 
Paul II in his new year measaga 



Let Ou/ hinds be united, let all 
arms respond simultanaousty to 
faca this threat—YiJier Arnat, 
PLO leader on tha Golan Heigbta 
annexation 

Molt Asians are simply nor politi¬ 
cally conscious Thav ara divld^ 
sharply along rahgioua, national 
and provincial lines—Tariq AU in 
Asiaweek 
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V n A proCAsj in msMM Of 
mnovlng tht WooM w ofnA Ussu^ 

m* body, D«y fro^•n to SMb> 2 «fo 

MmpowurM 10 rendol tMm inacvv* 

2. Ruport Shflidralco, a tormar laciity' 
momtof oi Univartrty Ha 

was working m a crop rataarcn natnuta 
m Hyderabad, look leave and began 
iivmg m a hut on a nvarbank The new 
thaory « a raeuk ol bte maditatcn on ibe 
ganaeis of lonn 

3 11 1 cm 

4 AIM called Bourbon, ihtt is a smaM 
island 566 mikes east of Madagascar H 
was a French poesasston baiwaan 1642 
and 19 March 1 946. when 4 acquifed the 
slaius cl an Overseas DeDanmani 

5 Francois Rabatais A Franciscan 
priest and an emment physician of tha 
i5lh century 

a. Kraffi'Sbmg named sadism after tha 
Ma/quis de Sad# who first wrofe abgut ii 
m his book Jusfme 
7, The Ngultrum aHhough irte Indian 
currency is 4 iso used Sl =6 i Nagukrum 
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DIARY 


WHV BHJNDER 
HAD TO LEAVE 


WHY did Pritan Smgh Bhinder 
hdve to bow out of the polico head* 
quarters ia Delhi? On 2l December, 
when the Prune Minister heard ab* 
out the murder of Jathedar San* 
tokh Singb. the president of the 
Delhi Gurdwara Prabandhak Com¬ 
mittee! she wanted to immediately 
rush to the spot. But the security 
car of Delhi police attached to the 
PM was not immediately available^ 
Kornaily the security staff have 
the PM*s daily programme with 
them and accordingly make them* 
selves available. It seems that on 
this particular day the security car 
had been taken away for some 
repairs as there was no scheduled 
programme for that hour. The PM 
was furious. Alternate arranae* 
ments were made for the PM. 
Police commissioner Bhinder 
reached the spot after the PM and 
this added fuel (o.the fire. The file 
for the removal of Mr Bhinder had 
been sent up to the PM's office on 
17 December and was lying with in 
aide who did nm like Mr ^hinder. 
When the aide learnt about the 
PM's mood, he put up the file to her 
the ver>’ next morning And the 
orders were passed instantaneously. 


A ntfiv year greetings card sem ckii by Mrs Candhi, Produced by World WtldUU 
Fun^hdit. the card has the official sea/ (top JefcAand comeri and ^grettutfs 
and gnod wishes ” from “Indtra Gandhi " m fecumik haodwnring printed inwde 
tn fine burnt umber aolwr 


THE film on the life of Jawaharlal 
Nehru, which was planned soon 
after Sir Richard Attenborough's 
GaxiJht. will not have anyone play* 
mg the rule of Nehru; the loint 
IndO'Sovitt venture will only w * 
lengthy documentary. After 
Roshan Sech had acted as Nehru in 
Atcenbnrough's film (in which the 
lead role of Mahatma Gandhi has 
been played by Ben Kingslevi, 
there was speculalioir about wKo 
would play the lead role in the 
IndoSoviet film. But now a decision 
has been taken that no one will 
jxirtray Nehru in the fJm, and it 
will only be a documentary on his 
life. Rushan Seih, a former Delhi 
stage actor, had not only acted as 
Nehru m Atreuborough's film but 
on 21 December 1980, in a function 
organised bv the Sanjay Gandhi 

Ir'LACj; i'v'lOt\i{rV 

IS the finance ministry really in¬ 
terested in curbing black money? 

Bearer bunds apart, the ministry 
does not seem to be enthusiastic 
about any of the proposals sent up 
by other ministries in connection 
with anti-black money drives. One 
such proposal from the information 
and broadcasting ministry has been 
ponding with the fioanee miniatry. 

The maximum play ot black money 
is in the film industry, where the 
producers have to take loans from 
the open market as normally insti¬ 
tutional finance is not available tu cbecki^ at least some black money 
them. Accordii^ icthe informarton ^rations. But for some strange 
and broadcasting ammrv prepo» - reasonr ctx Hn anee ■mmr y deaa 
al, the film industry dtould be tTe* not seem to be jm prer wf by tbtee 
ated as an "industry" for the pur* argunems. 


Memorial Trust (for (he release of 
Maneka Gandhi's book I, he had 
been selected as the compere. 
one had expected his resembiance 
with Nehru to be utilised m the 
other film as well. But apparently 
the government feels that Nehru 
cannot be portrayed by anyone. 

Meanwhile, the Attenborough 
film unit seems to have lost a bit of 
the clout it enjoyed with the gov* 
ernmeni a year back. Navjivan 
Trust of Ahmedatwd, which con* 
(fols all the copyrights on the writ* 
mgs and speech^ M Mahatma Gan* 
dhi. had been staking its claim for 
copyright money for a long time. In 
a decision taken recently, tbe gov* 
emnent has directed In^BritUh 
Films, tbe producers of Gandbi, to 
pay Rs three lakhs to Navjivan 
Trust. 


ORISSA chief minister Janaki BhI* 
labh Patnaik seems to have found 
some new admirers. A state confer* 
ence of (he RSS was held in Cuttack 
from 2S to 27 December 1981. On 
the concluding day of the confer* 
ence Balasaheb Deoras expressed 
his appreciation of the state guv* 
emment and thanked it for its ac¬ 
tive cooperation in organising the 
meeting. 

According to many businessmen 
of Cuttack's Mai Goodam area, the 
local wholesale market, a direction 
to contribute to the RSS conference 
fund in cad) and kind came from 
none other than the local district 
authorities. The patron of the meet 
was Dr Harekmshna Mahatab, a 
former chief minister of Orissa who 
U not active in any political party 
now. but is reported to be the 
coms^on fatherf^gure for both pre¬ 
sent chief minister J. B. Patnaik 
and his Janata predecessor Nilama* 
ni Routray. Perups it was because 
of Dr Mahatab that the Mvemntent 
of Mr Patnaik became the recipient 
of the dubious praise from Bala* 
sabeb DMraa. 

D. t NIZAMUDOIN 
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You've seen the 

dark side of the power shortage 
Is there a bright side too? 
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The most obvious flohition to ^ 
power shortage is to go ahesd and germte 

more electricity. Sounds practical but if s not 
j^diat simple. 

We wiU have to xnveet oores of rupees 
between 1960 and 1990 even to barely meet 
our power requirements in 1990, acceding to 
die report of me Working Group on Energy 
Pdicy. Besides, the setting up of power 
generation fadlities involves a long lead time. 
Anything upto 10 years. So obviou^ we 
must consider other solutions—practical and 
effective solutions. 

Do Me than p«iidi off hghtst 

Take lighting for instance. Energy con^ 
sumption for lighting constitutes about 17% 
of the total energy generated in India. But the 
possibilities of energy savings in lighting 
alone are enormous. Even a saving of 10% in 
total lighting in India, if effected, would meet 
the additional requirements of domestic and 
industnal lighting. Or it would go a l<mg way 
m extending the street lights into the heart of 
the villages in rural India. 

Do we then switch off the lights in 
order to save? Bmuse save we must. 

ftmerwingUcowp d wry. 

not living in dariuiesi 

The bghting industry has for years 
been working on lamps and lighbng' systems 
that save on electricity vrithout making any 
compromises in quality and levels of lighting. 

Pcico with their access to Philips tech¬ 
nology have developed a whole new oreed of 
high-efficiency lamps that give the same light 
output but consume less energy than the 
lamps they replace. 
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Philips ^ the trusted Indian household name 
for over fifty years 



Peico 


Hie new lamps available are proven 
products—most of them already wwly used 

by industnal, street lifting and commercial 
organisations who have recognised the 
benefits of making the most effective use of 
electricity at all times/ 

A of cfores of n^es 

The new breed of hi^-efficient 
lamps will enable us to have the same lighting 
lev«8 but reduce consumption levels by 
thousands of megawatts, rhis adds up to a 
saving crores of rupees in future 
investments. 

Power saving. It's time it became a way 
oflifewithus. Because a watt of electricity 
saved is a watt generated. And every watt 
saved can be channelised to industry. To 
agricultural pumpsets. And turned into 
national wealth. 

Our country needs all the watts it can 
find. Let's make a Mginning^ m our homes, 
in ofticK and in industries. 

If you would like to know more about 
saving energy through plaruied lighting 
write to: Peico Electronics and Electricals 
Limited, Lighting Division. Band Box 
Bldg. 2nd rfoor, Dr. Annie Besant Road, 
WorIL Bombay 400 02S. 


A watt saved 
is a watt generated 
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country. FaVt12 


Japan haa bund an anawr to Via oil cnas* Via aieon cftp. Tua 
any itiand atata la tachnoiogicaily ao oowvrM Vi« 4 can 
cbaiianga any davalopad nation^ baeauaa of iN maHary oaar 
Via computar. Exclualva artracta from rna Hbrid CfiaARiga by 
Jaan*Ja«tUM8aryanSchraibar. Fa|l4V 
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United they fall? 


I I WHf hpurlcninx lo Iv^rn (rnm Ud^y^n 
Sharmii's cover aiory {WtU ihfie fhrrv 

4VMIW (ofMArr? 27 December) iher our 
frondine opposition leaders are ^oiniim 
har)dH once aitem' To mp ■uihoricariaa* 
icm and dynectic rule in the l>ud we bedly 
nerd a viable ptdiiical alieritative. L«< ua 
hope thar ibe Chandra Shekhar' 
Vajp^iyi'e Fernandes iiniiv survives At 

any toti people Itko Kaj Narain ■houid 
be left our of rhe pKiurr rhi« time. 
Sunobtir HufHair.u Mutaffarpur 


Chandru ShvkharS move is welcome. 
The (ime k ri|>e tor the oppiMrtiuD par* 
ituii lo |oin hands The adamant and 
undeiirMble Mi>rarji iaciion must be l^i 
out of ihe picture this time. 

Rajan Kakkara, Bombay 


The bifi tjuesiion that Udayan Sharma 
hoit pul bcdorc his readers will forever 
remain unanswered. 

(tandharba S. Rsn.t. Hbuhuncswar 


Krnm the Cover str»rv il is clear that 
people like Charan Smfth and Bahuguna 
will also he joining ihe handwagon. I 
hope Chandra Shekhar )> aware of the 
fact that these people are poientMl de¬ 
fectors. Charan Singh in paciicular ia a 
shameless politician i remember, he was 
counting im Mrs <>undhi's suppi>rt to 
remain in power ). In my i^inion Sub- 
ramanjum Swamy's list of undesirable 
political elements is near perfect. 

C. Balasiibramariion. Calcutta 


These three, it seems, will surdy come 
toeeiher; but thev will not su> logether 
because their sole ubiecrive is to grab 
power. They have total disregard fur the 
Rjiii>n and national interests. Besides, 
how Can the ccwmoii man tolerate peo¬ 
ple like Char an Singh. George Fer- 
itaiides>Madhu Umave, Biju Painulkaod 
Kaj Narain at the helm of affairt^ The 
first named feels ihat coop, ihappaAs 
toothpaste and heavy induxiries are a 
luiiii7 The second named of the 
dynarniirfaniv 'I'hc third has an impress¬ 
ive recoid <i( hreaking Oiirtu’s an<l gov¬ 
ernments. Tho fiMirth’s Rands are soiled 


with shady bsMtsess deals. Tbc last 
named is a profeiiMmal hungernnkar; 
heeides. as health minister he only re* 
naMed a few hospitals and popularisad 
uiNitf dbwa at the cost of aodeni tUo- 
pathic medicine. 

Ctorge Mathew. New Delhi 

Unfnminately. from pan eiperieact the 
Janata allies nave set leami that divided 
they stand and united they fall. The 
wiient perMo. it teems, u Morarji Desei 
who has preferred to keep away from 
polnickiiia 

Merhew Thwaas Poodnaala, ^vepalpur 
(Onaaa} 
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This has reference lo the intemews 
aiven by Chaadra Shekhar and Cootm 
r eraanoes te Udtyan Sharma. When the 
need cd the hour is to have more and 
imicr men and women of intefrity anter* 
mg politteS} 1 was sorpriaed to fiad ihat 
both Chandra Shekhar aod Ceerge fee* 
nandes have made dcrogaiory remarks 
against Rail* Gandhi, Batm toe AeMthl 
vlWtions cheer people had spr^d f^se 
propaganda agaiAsi Mrs Gandhi's eldest 
nm; but the people of Amethi had |rven 
then e fitting reply by overvtbelmingly 
electing Rajiv 

from hu ini er vtews te the press it 
sevens chat Rajiv has induced a freshnaas 


into our poUckal acpwaplm; he has alao 
aet a fine example flvuig up a luvi* 
five job to improve ate imaga of poltrica 
before the public. Besides, be is now an 
elected meaber of Partlaaenl, Row can 
Chaadra Shekhar pass judgement OQ 
him? How can he My that Rajiv hardly 
maiiars lo the task of reehaping the 
country? 

Old poUtlciaos seem to have davelnmd 
a vested interest in politics. They foel 
that thoar pooitioo ts boing ehaUeogad 
whenever a youh^ person with better 
vision enters pobtics. From chair incar- 
views both Chandri Shekhar and Coorge 
Ptmandei have emerged is Mlitklans 
who have run out ef Ideas. They have 
failed to explain how, by joining hands, 
they propoee to solve die country's prob¬ 
lems. They have not even given reasons 
for rbair fiUure while in power. Hive 
these leaders any right to tsik about 
'•urhontariaoism* when they thamselvas 
hivc helped a fascist organisation Uke 
the RS$ lo grow and become • meiMce? 
Instead of lalkina rubbish these people 
should cell the puohc what precisely they 
plan to do in order lo better the lot of the 
common man. U is e pity chat Suhoay 1$ 
trying lo rewnaci e conic scene with the 
help of comic actors like Chandra 
Shekhar end George Fernandes. 

R Subhayya Shefly. MIA, Bangalore 


Analysing the Swamy 


P niiah Nufldy's was a sincere effort to 
vxplme the perumlity of Sweml 
Chinmeyananda /Missioirary for Hiftdu- 
ism. 20 December). 0« his part, the 
Swami outlined a totally new religious 
philosophy. KS$ bigwigs. Balassheb 
Dcoraa in purtkuUr, should read the 
cover story aiid take note of such clatsk 
oh^ervatmns as. *When religion becosiws 
urgmised il becomes a pow e f«~and pow> 
cr has always a tendency lo be abuMd." 
Rabiodra Kumar Oariia. Bolangir 

A greet interview; controversial qaea- 
tions. timpla and compreheosive 
answers. It took us readers to helots ef 
ecstasy. 

C A. Kesavmlev. Bombay 

I taniKK undersuftd bow Pritish Nandy 
could refer lo the Swami at *a disting¬ 
uished Kholar" when ihe latter has him¬ 
self adffliiied that he Has not read very 
muny religious texts. The Swami, on his 
purl, hiis also made • few erroneous 
absctvktions. For instance, be has 
claimed that * Hinduism is open.. .We 
believe that In freedom akme can perfeC' 
inm be reached.** While no one cao deny 
ibal freedom prntDoles perfection, it Is 
difficult lo Wlleve (hut Hinduism 
guaraniees frvedon. Is a poor Hindu, 
who cunnoi afford to oat muitoo, free to 
cal beoir 

P Hufa. Mawfai (Meghalaya 1 

The Maha Bodhi Society ol India wishes 
to register a protect against Swami Chin* 
Bayananda's derogatory remarks about 
Lord Buddha The Swami is not guilty of 
ignorance, he IS guilty uf slander. Rgbas 
maligned une <4 (he greatest men who 


have lived in this world. 

Anyone with some knowledge of Lord 
Buddha’s life would swear that the Swa* 
mi’s words are worse than untruth. Apart 
from the JataJie stales which are gener¬ 
ally regarded as accounts of Buddha's 
peat lives, any biography dealing with his 
Usi life Would reveal that Buodha. be¬ 
fore the age of ZB, was fully aware of such 
realities as old age and suffering; he bad 
tymbolicaDy soen an old man, a sick man 
and a corpM. And this was not the first 
time that he bed been confronted with 
realluea. As a child, Prince Slddharth 
was taken to a plpu^iAg festival: when 
he MW various kinoa of Insacts rising 
from the ground and flocks of birds 
swooping down to devour them, when be 
saw the swearing oien and the tired oxen, 
his heart was filled with grief. Then 
again, there is the weJl knewn story of 
(be goose: Pnnee Slddhahh and his 
cousin Devadattn were an the garden 
when they sponed a Rooae flying over¬ 
head. Devadatia shot the bird ano it fell 
■t Prince Siddhanh's feet. The prince 
picked it up geotly and, having extracted 
the arrow, bandaged the bird's wound. 
Devndatta claimed the goose because he 
had shot it. Ihe prince mu^ to hand U 
over to his cousin explaining that the 
saviour of a life had a greater claim to it 
than (he destroyer. 

Il must also be remembered that as a 
child Prince Biddharth had lost bis 
mother. How then^ould he have been a 
stranger lo death? Conerary to the Swa- 
mi’s view, the Buddha-io-be was no fooU 
he was m fact very sensiiive lo ihe pain 
and suffering all around him. 

Ceoeraf wrttarv. The Maha Bo4hi 
Soefery of iad/a. Cakutta 
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Anm Sbourie 


'vd: Datta Samant 


I ww pained co retd ihe unlair rwi« 
;iven co my meeiins with Ur Chao- 
art Shekbar under Saownr ieerdiin^ 
for shelter iPelbi Diery, 3 January). 
There has been ao much adverse 
propeunda and malicious msinua* 
CiOfU ^ouc the circurastancct leading 
CO the closure of the indue Egpren^ 
fieeibey, ihac che woricem and 1 iek 
con peUed co e in l he erue Bneitien 
to members of Parliamenc. To cbia 
end. vre mac BO MPs both from the 
ruling party and che opposilion, Mr 
Chandru Soekhar was just one of 
them and be agreed that Mr Goeeka 
was not an ideal employer. Our meec* 
ing with the union minister for labour 
and industry. Mr N. D. Tiwari. was 
fbrad by the A1CC{T) general secret¬ 
ary, Mr Vaaantdada Patil. 

As rnards the allegaiion chat 1 
waited like a “penUenr schoolboy* 
and was snubbeJ by Mrs Indira Cm* 
dhi, this n unfair il not puente. The 
teaule workers were very agitated 
over the bonus issue. Mrs unohi was 
visiting Bombay and so che police 
commissioner suggested chat inttead 
of damonslraciflg egai*i*< her, they 
could give her a memortfMluai. 1 was 
in Nagpur attending the Assembly 
session ac thai time. I fell chat cour¬ 
tesy demanded that, if unkm repre- 
sencaiivas were going to meet the 
PM, I an their leader should be pre¬ 
sent. As It turned out, Mrs Cendhi did 
not meet any delepiimt bacause she 
was tired and cahi^ a nap. Instead, 
she asked two secretaries to a>cel us, 
Such inicrpratacions M our activi¬ 
ties as the one which appeered in 
Si'NMY. can only be given by politi* 
cslly disturbed minds, not these 
who are senouAly interested in find¬ 
ing answers lo ilW depressing econo¬ 
mic problems of che people. 

I would also like lo put the record 
straight in connection with Ur Arun 
Shourie*s letter which eppeared 
under Aririr .SAourfe on Express dis¬ 
pute (Opinion. 20 December). 1 had 
two meeliogs with Mr Shourie. Mr R. 
N. Coenka had approached Mr Rejni 
Piiel and had asked him to use his 
good trffices to cofoe to some settle¬ 
ment. Accordingly, a mooting was 
fixed at Mr PateVs house. Whofl I 
went there I found Hr Shoune who 


said chat Mr Goenka had had a hean 
attack and was adsmetad in a Delhi 

K iel, Ur Sbourie taentiofied ihac 
d Boc cone as a representative 
of Mr Goenka, bui that be would 
xonvey whai I had to say to Mr 
Coenka and a meeting cooW be fined 
subsequently. I act^uainted Mr 
Shoune with the working cuidicions 
at che Express 1 told hiai that there 
were abow BO contract labour work¬ 
ers getting only Rs eight per dM; ihet 
woners working for ne^ 2S years 
were getting barely Ri BOO to Rs WO. 1 
told him tbet I deal wiib nearly IS 
lakh worktrs in iN types of industnes 
and these wages are inadequate. 1 
told bim chat there was no need for 
Mr Goenka lo see me if he was unwell; 
that it would suffice if he could tell 
Mr Coenka that the workers were 
finding it mcreaaiBgJy difficult to 
on under their prascni working condi* 

tMMU. 

Mr Shoune agreed rhac the salaries 
paid to che wor k er s were lew. but he 
uid that It would be dtffmiU lo 
convince Mr Goenka on this score. 
However, he added ibat he would 
convey the substance ol our talks and 

S beck wiihm ei^ to len days. 

Ktquaotly. another asaoiing was 
fixed. A( this moetiiM Mr Shoune 

explained that Expreas was running 
iTHokuge losses. I told him ihai prime 
facie it wu lapoenble lo believe ibis 
considetiag that the circulation of 
Lokeetle was 2S0.00l>; indiM Express 
200.000; and that che figures for 
Screes and tokprebAa were equally 
impressive. The moothly eamingi 
would be around Re $0 lakhs, the 
advertisement revenue Rs 40 lakhs, 
and che rent from the Express build 
ing Rs 7S Lakhs. As agaiost this, the 
monthly wages cd workers comes to 
Rs 12 lakhs, which means that the 
conpeay can easily bear an adAckm* 
«l Rs four u> five lakhs per mooth. 

On the issue of the impleme n taclon 
of the Palekar Award, both Hr 
Shourie and his empkivet. Mrs Saroj 
Goenka. has been peddling the fictiun 
that I knew nothing aboui it I cold Ur 
Sboune ihai in feci the 'diluted* PaJe- 
knr Award has not done any go^ to 
70 per cent of the senior eoipWyees. 
Many of them had to return the 'extra* 


amount they allegedly received dur 
ing the permd, and therefore it was 
necessary to negotiate with these em- 

te on certain aspects of die 
Award. 

ft is true chat Mr Shourie showed 
me some statements uf accounts, but 
they looked such a sinister fumble 
ihac I realised it would serve no 
purpose to relace the workers' de¬ 
mands to iheae pieces of paper. In 
feet. I am surprised at Mr Shoune's 
remark ihai I hold a gun to the 
employer's head. It was Mr Shourie 
himself who bad repeatedly said that 
Mr Goenka is a hard nut lo crack. So. 
w4so IS bolding a gun to whose head? Ii 
was Mr Shourie again who admitted 
ihai ihe service condiuons were pour 
and yet it would be diffH'ult to con¬ 
vince Mr Goenka of this. 

As regards the ‘'compulsions* char 
Mr Shourie has written about, all I 
can say it that there are no compul¬ 
sions other than a deep moral desire 
le g«c the workers a better, fairer deal 
for I heir sweat and roil. 1 had written 
five to Ilk letters to Mr fkieiika vince 
April l$Bl and there were no replies 
except one to say that there was 
•IrcMy an offidal union in exlMenca. 
Now, mil union had hardly five per 
cent of the workers as members, so 
how kHig vrere we to wen? And during 
this perisd of six monchs there was 
not a single case nf violence <ir abu¬ 
sive slogans It IS therefore painful 
that Mr Shourie should calk about 
Nasaliies and my provoking the slate 
to ‘‘reecttofury violence * This in a 
perverse and ruthless distortion of 
the truth, and I did not expect such 
distortions from Mr Shourie with 
whom my (elks were so cordial. 

Rveryona, from Mr Shourie to Mr 
Pawar and Mr Jeihmaiani. has been 
talking about che Express as the 
mouthpiece of freedom Why the C«> 
press alone? I would like all newspaT^ 
ers to carry aloft the benner ol free¬ 
dom from expleitacion. In fact. I repe¬ 
atedly Mid that they could collect a 
fund for Exprect vrorkers to which 1 
would eoncribuce. Now. if they can't 
look alter their omuthpiece. the £x- 
prer s . him will they manage the 
affairs of the country? 

Done Semeiti, ULA. Sotnltoy 


Dipak was clean 


T hU has reference u' Rartha S. Baner- 
jee's cover story. NOMOSites sten mur¬ 
der age i/I {27 September). I vrish to assert 
that Dipak Biswas, ek-secretary of 
CPl(ML), North Bengal Region, the vk- 
tim of sfrcalled Naxalite randalUm, had 
no hand in the arrest of Cham Uaxum- 
dar. To the contrary. 1 feel that there was 
some secret hand behind the arrcsi of 
Dipak Bifwas. Charu Marumdar was 
taken care of by the 16 people who found 
it very easy lo track down their prey 
It is a pity that the cnvcr ston did net 
do jaulce 10 Dipek BHwas Mr Beaetjee 
should have mentioned that Biswas eros* 
led over to Tibet via Nepal on foot. He 
waa pickad up In Tibet and lakeo co 
China where be had the oppectuhiiy to 


meet a number of eminenc Chinese lead« 
ers. He renimed to India by the une 
herd way. Enlighcened by bis trip to 
China and by the discussioos he had with 
leaders there. Bixwas oiay have con¬ 
fronted Charu Maxuodar with hu re- 
fmmed news on tadiscnawnaie murder, 
the destruction of edocaiicmal institu¬ 
tions, statues and so cm. 

It is ouire natural for any sane man to 
repent tor having been in *ao organ laarkm 
which believed in destruction. And iis- 
WM did exactly that. Hb murder wm 
nothing but butchery cocnmitied by 
rogues vdso. finding n dffficuJt lo become 
famous, took to the easier path of becom¬ 
ing notorioui. 

JiumAe Btfwes, Sihgiin 


Distorted reoort 


M y report (Rrtglond’s barring was nor 
positive. Z7 Decetnbert was dis¬ 
torted beyond recognition. Complete 
sentences and ptregraphs were removed 
from the original text and additions were 
made without consulting me. This 
changed the very meaning m what I had 
tried In convey Them was also a dis- 

linn lack of continviry ip ihe report. 
M. L. Jamoiha, Secunderabad 


Last letter 


H aji Masian's lawyer. Ram Jrth- 
malam. is fight mg against corrup¬ 
tion. I^ty corTWion. * 

D. C. Gowev. Bombey 
















last year 31 thousand secretaries and typists' 
chose Godrej P8 typewriters. 





India's larg^ selling typewriter 



The Godrei PB Market leader .because its superior technology 
ensures quality comparable lo the best typewriter anywhere. 

Try the Godrej PB artd you will agree that there is no better typewriter. 
Built witfi (he user in mind H has the lightest touch and every leature 

for typing excellence. 




PB 


Backed by the largest service network. 


On 0G$%0 fsi* contract (o* Hind^ k Enghiti tvoewritfrs. 




Is n/lrs Gandhi 
obsessed with 
her own security? 


W hen Mr Venkat<sub< 
baiah. minister of 
slate for home, said 
some time back that 
there was a threat to 
Mrs liandhi’s life, many thounhi 
ihtii the Kovernment must have had 
some authentic information lo 
make such a sariou.< aMertion. It 
turns out that the basis for creating 
the scare was predictions by a few 
astrologers. Mrs Gandhi's faith in 
mumbo'jujnbc seems to liave in* 
creased since her days in the poll* 
tical wilderness after the Emergen* 
cy and her men apparently see a 
conspiracy between politicians and 
astrologers against her. 

They have gone one sien further 
chan President Reagan vrno, hear* 
ing a rumour that some extremists 
had been hired by Col Qadhafi to 
kill him, ordered alt Americans to 
leave Libya. Mr Ramji Kao. former 
RAW chief and now Mrs Gandhi’s 
intelligence adviser, has been 
asked to tackle the astrologers. He 
has reportedly roped in astrologers 
in the capital to mount a counter* 
offensive of prediaions. Meet of 
them are in the pay of the Intelli* 
nee Bureau and have already 
gun saying that the "ominous 
hour" for the Prime Minister has 
passed. They can also help the 
government in another way: As 
most opposition leaders also seek 
their service, they come to know a 
lot about the oppusiiion's hopes 
and fears, which information they 
can pass oo to tha govemment. 

However, the IB Is not letting 
things rest there; the security 
shield for the PM is now much 
bigger than before. A large number 
of people have been rerruited at 
various levels to protect her and 
more sophisticaced methods and 
devices are being employed. The IB 
waj recently in touch with tea coun* 
terparta in die USA and France to 


know (heir security methods and it 
is proposed to send officers to 
Washington and Paris to study tbev 
operations. 

No one is willing to tell you how 
much money is being spent on the 
security of the PM and her family; 
the expenditure is shown under 
different heads. Bui it is said to be 
as much as R$ 1S4)00 an hour and 
iba expense goea up when she is 
travelling out of Delhi. 

Even in Delhi no chances are 
being taken. When Mrs Gandhi 
went to watch the crickei Test in 
Delhi between India and England 
for about an hour, S09 intelligence 
men in plainclothes were among 
the spectators on the nearby stands 
and 200 in the gallerias. Hundreds 
in uniform and plaindothas were 
posted elona the route lo the 
ground from her house and armed 
men were also perched oo rooftops 
00 the way. 

The govemmeot’s own iosiruc* 
tions are that traffic should not be 
stopped for anyone except (he Pres¬ 
ident. This was done after an inci¬ 
dent in Bombay in the lata Fifties 
when Lady Moumbaiien, then only 
a Red Cr^ worker, was stopped 
for half an hour, akmg with otners, 
because Nehru, the then Priine 
Minister, was passing by. Tbe rules 
were reframed at that time. Now 
those instructions are not observed, 
even though they art still enant. 
Tbe authoriiirs oo their own stop 
traKk for Mrs Gandhi. 

Restrictions have also been 
placed OB people meeting the 
Prime Minister. Tbe credentials of 
most visitors are cloaely checked 
beforehand and many are not even 
allowed ro come near her At a 

Congresa conclave in New Delhi 
this month, many new party leaden 
from tbe states were kept at a 
distance. Even when a few of them 
managed to come up and speak to 



her, ioielJigeoce men watched their 
movements 'closely. Anyone with 
bulging pockets was suspect. Even 
when she is meeting well known 
people, especially from the opposi* 
tion, an unobtrusive watch is 
around all the time. 

The IB has also posted men from 
different forces in her security 
setup-^rom RAW. CBl, BSF, CRP, 
to name a few. Care is taken to see 
that not many are drawn from the 
same source fur fear of conspiracy. 
And many of the watchers are 
themselves watched. Security for 
Raliv Gandhi is also elaborate. Mrs 
Gandhi has herself gone over the 
arrangements made for his protec¬ 
tion. 

On the political front there is 
another kind of reading of stars 
being done by some in Mrs Gan* 
dhi’s camp. They all see sims that 
President Sanfeeva Reddy is set to 
fire a parting shot at Mrs Gandhi 
before he lays down office in July 
this year. Some of her men are su 
nervous that they have been asking 
people in the opposition and the 
press whether the President is 
thinking in terms of dissolving the 
Lok Sebba and ordering new elec- 
tions. 1 do not know how he can do 
it because iherk is no provision in 
the Constitution thii gives him that 
power. And if he were to make such 
amove, the nation would not accept 
it. He is only a constitutional head, 
whereas the Prime Minister is 
elected by (he people. 

Not king ago someone from the 
Prime Minister's camp approached 
an ooposition leader to find out 
how his party would react if the 
President were to dissolve the Lok 
Sabha. His reply was that they were 
opposed to Mrs Gandhi and would 
like to sec her out of office, but not 
undemocraiically or uncoutiiu* 
lionally. "We want to strengthen 
(he InstiTuiiont, not destroy them," 
he reportedly ranarked. 

My impassion is that reports 
about the President’s inclinaiion to 
bring Mrs Gandhi down before quit* 
(ing am overdone and her men are 
circulating them (o get more sym* 
pathy for her at a time when the 
people are tired of ihe govern¬ 
ment’s bunglings on the price and 
law and order fronts. 

But perhaps the Priine Minister 
should do something about her nuar 
relations like Mr B.K. Nehru, who is 
preaching a new system of govern, 
meni while being a government 
servant himself. He is a Governor 
aod bas no business to urgue 
against the system while occupying 
a high position in it. During a 
lecture in Madras recently, he said 
(hat the country's chief execudve 
should be independent of the 
Legislatures. This is a strange argu* 
Dent which is being advanced to 
make tbe chief executive a dictator. 




COVER STORY 



Nineteen months Mr Antulay lasted, and what months they were! 
OLGA TELLIS, who has followed his arrogant career closely, goes 
over the record and explains why this energetic creator of trust 
funds and drumbeater of the presidential form of government came 

to such an inglorious end. 


I t i» with 1 tinfg o^ Irony thit om 
sitf ro typt iho itory of tbo 
ignominioui oirit. ond porhopt 
even pohticoJ doiniM, of 
uhtra’i Mvonih chiirf nmistor, 
Mr Abtfur Rtbnon Antuloy. In Novom- 
ber lift yetr, while ipMiM to i 
group of poor Jruribir it St Mvier'i 
ground!, Pirel. he (hunderod, with 
what hif fivourite duly deecribed u 
“unshikable conviction" thet. "Frora 
SvNDAV of Cikutte to MirhniMooiw 
of Cochin, they ill cine to finiita one 
mm: me. 1 wini to tell them lU 1 la 
going to ftay. I won't uy inythmg 
more it this juncture. But within the 
next few week! I ihill bring mioy 
thing! to the notice of the common 
mm.” Mr Antuliy wu iccording too 
much power to the preu; however, he 
has bmn clem b^led mother 
target of his angry tongue, the judici. 
ery. On 12 January. Juaiice Lentin of 
the Bombay High ^urt found him 
guilty of charges of arbitrannew in the 
mailer of cement allocation, and of 
taking bribes in the garb of donations 
for iJlatting cement to certain buil¬ 
ders. 

It is only apt that the 74'page judge¬ 
ment, which is a subdued dwumeot, 
supremely impartial despite the 
tremendous scope for exuding drama, 
is. in a way, a summiag up of the 
l9.fflortth nJe of Mr AatiDay. In pars' 
26 of the judgement, Justice 
tnrin says, "What also is not vrithout 
its own significance is the manoer in 
which the allotment applications 
found their way to the second respoa- 
dent and the manner in which ^oi* 
ments were ordered by him. Becb 
appear to be cavalier. The applications 
do noi bear my inward nunoer. They 
dg not even appear to have been 
processed. The endorsements them- 
seives do not suggest my guidelines 
having been followed, or that my 
enquiries were even made to aicenun 
the correctness of the contents of the 
builders' applications which appear to 
have been taken at face value. No 
attempt was made by Ur Sen (Mr 
»2 



Ant ally's counsel 1. and parham dll* 
creetly m, to auggan what euidellnas, 
if any, had been followed mfore the 
second respondent (Mr Antulay) 
ordered the allotmenis Vfhai obvious. 
Iv was followed was the rule of the 
inumb which can never be substituted 
for the rule of the law. The latter is the 
surest safeguard against the arbitrari* 
ness and contrariness uf the former. It 
is futile for Mr Sen to harp on the 
allotments ordered by the second re¬ 
spondent in favour of nuspitala, medic¬ 
al practitioners, charitable and reli¬ 
gious institutions, temple and other 
worthy causes. On what guidelines 
even those allotments were ordered 
was not made manifest. In any event, 
howsoever pious be the thought be* 
hind those allocations it cannot be a 
bnlancing or redeeming factor for the 
second respondent ordering allot, 
ments on the builders’ applkations, 
not by the rule of law but by the rule of 
the thumb. The charge of arbitrariness 
against the second respondent has 
been brought home." 

There has been no one, particularly 
no chief minister of Maharashtra, who 
has used and abused the name of the 
poor as much as Mr Antulay has done 
tor his own personal gains. And this 
alleged preoccupation with the poor 
which Mr Sen tried to ptmray in the 
course of hU arguments in court was 
given the lie by Justice Lentin when 
he said," However, this semiingly rosy 
picture attains less colourful hue from 
the affidavit of Mr Timis (^uty 
secretary, food and civil suMlies de* 
partment, govemimni of Maharasb* 
tra). From 1 July 1980 onwards the 
total quantity of cement allotted by 
the central government was 262,000 
tonnes M which 6,3S0 tonnes was for 
the dlttncts,. 71,S00 tonnes was for 
aovemmeot and senu'govemmant use, 
48,819 tonnes was for cooperatives, 
educational societies and individuals 
etc. and 72,270 tonnes wu for bull* 
dm. From June 20 1981 tolJuly 
IMI. the elfotment from Mancreiaya 
totalled 10.410 tonnes of which co^ 





bouiiiig societies got 2,910 

tonoes.** 

All these figures indicate that bull* 
ders got the hon's share at the cost of 
the people, and also at the cost of the 
government end secni'governmeat 
organisations. No less e My than the 
Bombay Municipal Corporation (BMC) 
had to take a MJegatim to the chief 
minister because it was not getting its 
share of cement Against the BMCs 
requirement of 60,000 tonnes the state 
government released only 11.000 ton* 
nes during the quarter, with the result 
that urgent work on flyovers, hospit* 
all, drainage lines etc. had to be left 
incomplete. The BMC had to purchase 
cement in the open market at a loss of 
Rs 1.5 croresi 


M r Antulay began his career as 
chief minister of Maharashtra 
with the blessingi of San jay Gandhi. 
He had the handicap of being a Mus* 
lim in a state with a thin Muslim 
population. More than that, he was a 
non Maratba in a state where 
Meraihas were the traditional rulers. 
In fact, the Marethas are so preoccu- 

t ied with their divine right to rule that 
lerathl intellectuels say this is one of 
the causes of the decline of Marathi 
literature writing, poetry, films and 
culture. The neo^ricb Marathes have 
no time to read or pairomse the arts. 
As Hrofessor Salonke of Satara said, 
'^We should lose power so that we can 
become culturally rich. Even Shivaji’s 
bioaraphy had to be written by a 
branmm called Potdar." 

Carrying a complex aboui his non* 
Maratha identity. Mr Aniulay set ab* 
out winning iriends among the 
Marathas and soon had the sugar 


Builders got the lion's 
share at the cost of the 
people, and also at the 
cost of the government ** 
and seml-govemmen^ 
organisations. No less 
. body than the Bombay 
Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) had to take a de* 
legation to the chief minis¬ 
ter because it viras not 
gettingits share of ce¬ 
ment. The BMC had to 
buy cement in the open' 
market at a loss of Rs 
1.5 crores 


barons divided, with some defecting to 
his side. He successfully created a 
wedge between Mr Gulebrae Patil. 
MPCmI) president, and Mr Vasant* 
dada Faiil. AICCil) general secretary, 
who were once close friends (it wes 
Vasantdada who bad put GuUbrao 
mto (he limeli^t in order to groom 
him to become the Maratha theoreti* 
cian of the cooperative movement, 
displecing ibe late Gadgil. a brahmin). 

lb Antulay also literally took over 
Sbiveji. He renamed the Konkan dis* 
trkt as Raigad after one of Shivaii's 
forts, and aQocated funds for redoing 
the cenopy of Shivaji*s throne. He 
even went, suited end booled, to Lon* 


don to demand that the legendary 
Mawani sword be sent back from rhe 
British Museum (without luck and at 

S eat expense). Mr Madhukar Ashiti* 
r. tt'esident of the literary maha* 
/nenoa/, was given Rs 80,000 to go to 
England to work on a biography of 
Shivaji. Gimmick followed gimmick In 
quick succession as he fought desper* 
aiely to keep his head almve water, 
particularly since busybodies and self* 
rlained leaders without followers 


kike Mrs Premllatai Chavan (who was 
ousted as MPCG(l) chief) wuuld not let 
Antulay rule in peace. His reply was to 
amass power in his hands. 

Mr Antulay touk charge of the 
tBoney*making departments. He took 
over the distribution nf vement from 
civil supplies, allot mem of plot^ to 
housing societies from the revenue 
ministry, griming nf F61 (floor spare 
index) from urban development, and 
also the work of releasing NOCN (no 
objecrion certificates for comKtructlon 
purpoM). He also took over (he dia* 
tribution uf industrial alcohol. The 
result of all this was that (rnm the 
usual 52 people that a chief minister 
has under him, he controlled u staff uf 
261. One can guage the money mode 
from just one fact that is in the Uiitin 
judgement: namely, that 17 builders 
alone gave Rs 26.2& lakhs between 23 
June anu 4 July 1981 for wemeni 
allocated to them. And all this Mr 
Antulay did in the name <if the puorJ 

In the national envlronttimi Mr 
Antulay raised a storm peildJinx the 
unpalatable presidential form of gov¬ 
ernment H that It could "usher in a 
new dawn for the 80 per cent of 
Indians who are underprivileged.** But 
despite this talk. Mr Antulay'^ piivate 


What about the judges 
on the Pratisthan ? 


I t has now been established 
beyond doubt by Justice Lentin's 
judgement that the chief trustee of 
the Indira Gandhi Pratibha Prads* 
than, chief minister A. R. Antulay, 
was allotting cement in return for 
donations made to the iniat. The 
manner and mode of collecting 
money has now been proved to be 
unlawful. The crust has beemne a 
symbol of political corruption in 
our times. The chief minister has 
aid a price for his unlavrful deeds 
y resigning. He has been brought 
to botdc by the law; the executive 
his been made accountable to Che 
public for its conduct. But what 
about the judiciary itself? 

Two sitting judges of the High 
Court, Justices 6. A. Masodkar and 
R. L. Agarwal, art trustees of the 
very leme Irdkra Gandhi Pratibha 


Pratisthan. In law. the act of one 
trustee is the Kt of all trustees and 
all trustees vrill have to share the 
responsibility for the manner ia 
which fuads have been collected. 
Will the same ana of the law which 
made the executive accountable, he 
abletomake the judges equally 
accountable for their conduct? Is it 
ri^ (hat sitting judges of the High 
Court should be trustees of the 
Indin Gandhi Pratibha Pratisthan 
when ii is bow known that the 
manner of fund collections was un* 
lawful? 

It be recalled that in his 
interview to Sunoav (20 September 
1961) Justice Masodkar said, in 
reply to a Question about whether 
he tlrnght (here was a ovrd pro quo 
in fund collections. "No. 1 do nut 
think so. Those who donated money 


may genuinely have wanted lu do 
so. In India people have always 
acted so Whenevei we enter a 
temple we donate money. ' 

A writ petition wax filed bv Mr R. 
J. Mehta in the Bombay lligli Court 
in October, challetigini* rhe con< 
linuatiun Justiiv Musudk 
Justice R. 1.. Agarwal i 

(he Hi^ Court on theur^nma- 
(bey have been assuciHied .) 
political inisi which cullicts iis 
funds by dubious means Tlie vo- 
suits c»f the petiticm are aw.niOiJ 
The moves of Justices Maxoilkav 
and Agarwal will be waicherl whh 
keen interest by (he executive and 
others who believe in the Jiiclurirv. 
The Situation has chan’ 
tics Leniin's judni'^f 
there be a chaiiKt «>i ^ 

(he judge triisrtses? 







•ye was un the 20 per cent, who were 
erelcocned and given ^ucose bi&cuats 
epd tea at his <mice. the 80 per cent 
eeuJdn’t go anywhere near him. except 
when he wanted to make speeches tn 
ihe fu)J glare of TV lights and in the 
company of his boards of publicity 
officials. Mr Antulay was unfonuoeie 
enough to have chamchas around him 
who ilaltered him and talked Rowing* 
ly about his thoughts and actions for 
the pour. It w4» a fascmatiflfi specta¬ 
cle: Mr Antulay arranged his own 
flattery and then believed all that he 
heard. His publicity outfit was headed 
by Mr Binod Rao, who was brought 
from Andhra Pradesh ostensibly to rtm 
a oewspaper that Antulay wanted to 


start. (This move was shoe down by the 
Prime Minister who reponedly tow Mr 
Ramrao Adik, finance minister, chat a 
goTemmeot should rvn a govemoent 
and not a newspaper.) Mr BiAod Rao 
was inducted into the Mantralaya as 
director general of information and 
given the rank of a secretary, govern* 
meat q( Maharashtra. His depannent 
was Goruotuan, and spilled over from 
the sixth floor to the ground floor of 
the Mantralaya. A TV camera was 
spMioUy imported from Gensany for 
this deparanent, and a man was spe¬ 
cially eraihed to bandit this camera. 
(They were, in fa^, io the process of 
training another perm bcuuie the 
first was overworked recording the 


deads of the ghigf mtnieter). 

Mr Antulay angered the police by 
getting 19 trsific policemen transfered 
ovemi^t from tlwir beat on the lucra* 
tive Boor ghats. He is said to have 
ordered the tranafers of almost every 
secretary in the Mantrekya exom 
theec of industry* and imaocc. The 
situation was in such a state of flux as 
far as the bureaucrats were concerned 
that a joke began doing the rounds of 
the Mantralaya chat when a secretary 
dropped by into a colleague*! room, 
one could never be certain whether it 
was for a cup of tea or to sit in the 
incumbent's chair. 

There was no end to paper Khemes. 
There ii the now over-a*year-old Vidar* 


Mrs Gore: indefatigable fighter 

three political destinies. When in 


H alf a dosen people and Justice 
Bakhtawar Lentin of the Bom¬ 
bay High Court pulled the bow that 
released the arrow that dovmed Mr 
A.R. Antulay. Mrs Mrinal Core, Mr 
P.B. Samani and Mrs Kamal Desai, 
of the Samejwadi Manch, had re* 
ceivtd several complaints from the 
public that cement was unavailable 
from the rationing offices either for 
building or repair work. Th^ said 
that bona fide applications for ce¬ 
ment were being sidetracked and 
that cement was being given in 
large quantities to persons who had 
secured recommendattuni from Mr 
Antulay, ministers and legislators. 
The three of them also needed 
cement to repair their own hones 
before the monsoon, and applied 
for five bags each to the depury 
controilet of rationing. They did 
not get ihe cement. 

So P.B. Samant went to the civil 
supplies department at the Mantra- 
laya in June last year, where he 
read the notice saying that no ap¬ 
plication for cement would be en¬ 
tertained at the Mantralaya and 
that all pending applkations re¬ 
ceived in the department had been 
forwarded to the respective cement 
distnbuiioo committees through 
the controller of rationing/collec¬ 
tor. and chat future enquires should 


be made with the rahatfderffood* 
grains distribution officers. 

Yet it was e well-known fact that, 
despite this noike, large quantities 
of cement were being dutribui^ 
from the Mancralaye. obvioualy tin- 
authohsedly. arbitrarily end sa/e 
/tde, in return for large donations 
As Samant said, in the *D* Moe 
(Bandre to Debisar) 4,128 eppUca- 
tiont for cement were pending, and 
it received only MC3 tonnes 
against 16,660 tonnes allocaied by 
the deputy controller of rationing. 
On the other hand, seven anii- 
cants received 6.150 tonnes ano 142 
applicants received 2.026 tonnes 
directly from Mancralaye. Samant, 
Mrs Mrinal Gore and Mrs Kamal 
Desei decided to teke the issue to 
court and seek justice. 

It was an arduous and uphill task 
proving the nexus and quid pro quo 
between allocation of cement and 
donations, but counsels Ashedt De- 
sal. Miss Rajai Iyer, D.H. Nanivati 
and N.H. SMrvai fought free of 
charge and relentlessly. They 
ploughed laboriously through 
overtly tampered documents, and 
were in the end able to convince 
Justice Lentin about their case. 

Mrs Mrinal Gore it a well-known 
fighter against cOTTUptior end she 
can claim to have afrected at least 


the Sixties Mr Antulay was accused 
of smuggling charges, it was she 
who brought the no<onfidence mo¬ 
tion against bim in the Maharashtra 
Assembly. She attacked him vehe- 
mantly and sani the details of the 
snuggling charges to Mr Madhu 
Limayc who In turn conveyed them 
to Mn Indira Gandhi. Mrs Candhi 
asked Mr Antulay for an explana¬ 
tion. end sent his explanation to Mr 
Madhu Umaye. Mr Antulay did not 
know this. In the state Assembly, 
Mn Gore told us, Mr Antulay gave 
a repiv which wu in total variance 
with the explanation he had given 
to Mrs Gandhi. **50 I brought s 
privilege motion against him. But It 
never came up because at the next 
session of the Assembly the opposi¬ 
tion boycotted the proceedings in 
protest against the governmenrs 
inaction during the acute famine in 
the elate,” she told Swoav. 

Later she wem for Mr Antulay 
again, over his getting a requisi¬ 
tioned flat and renting it out to a 
bank. He was hauled over the coals 
for this. 

Another man to lose his iob was a 
former chairman of the Maharash¬ 
tra State Electricity Board, Mr 
Dudhane. He had to resign follow¬ 
ing corruption charges brou^t 
against him by Mrs Gore. Yet 
another was Mr HaiNbhau Vartak, 
who vras revenue minister in the 
late Mr VP. Naik*s cabiM, and 
this wu over the Sackbay scandal 
where underwater plots were sold 
at MemiiuBs. 

‘This time we filed the cement 
case because vre wanted to make 
the people conscious that they 
should learn to fight on thair nwn,^ 
said Mrs Gore. "After all, in s 
democracy one should use every 
avenue o^ to fight corruption, i 
think tiiii is absolutely necasaary. 
Corruption in Mabuuhtra has 
literal]/ brou^t the wbok admi- 
niitraove ma^nery m a halt* 


Tpiumphant ptiirioners From Ml to ri$hr: Mrs MtjimJ Core. Mre Kemd Desei 
and Mr P.B.Santaiu 



W 



bhi ^evsIc^KDeot 32-pojiit pro^ruuDe* 
A KonJcAn dcvebpoiAftt pro£raminA» 
And A host of ochen all to m ovcneea 
bv tb« chief Mcreury. Mr P. G. Gatai. 
who probtblv heAds over 120 commit¬ 
tees, and only laughs when you bfiof 
this absurdi^ to hu notice. Seme* 
bware abni the way Mr AniulAy sud¬ 
denly saw hiokself as a Robin Hood. 
Robn Hood did rob from the barons 
and give to the poor, but Robin Hood 
kept nothing for biOueU. The Robin 
Hood of Mahiuesktra was differeaL 
He coUected dose friends like Mr 
Ramrao Adik, Dr Rafiq Zakehe, Mr 
Aiit Kerhar (a hotetiar), ea*Justice 
Bnole and Mr Kajarnavis who ba made 
trustees of the mloeively controver¬ 
sial Indira Gandhi Praubha PrACis* 
than. He set up about half a dosen 
trusts oamed after his region, district, 
village, constituency. He also had the 
help of one Mr Ninnal Sethia, a mil¬ 
lionaire said to be living in Lor^o. 
From what has been reported he col¬ 
lected through cement, NOC\ and 
various other itans the loUowing 
unountsof money: Indira Gandhi Pra- 
tibha Pratisthan: Rs 5.2 croras; Konk* 
an Unnati Mitra Mandalt Rs 12.6 
crores; Raigad Zilla PratUthan: Rs 
179 erwas; Ambet Praristhan; Rs 4 94 
crores; And Mhasale Pratisthan; Rs 
0.96 crores. He personally contributed 
only Rs 501 to the Indira Gandhi 
Pratibha Pratisthan but has fuU, indis¬ 
putable control over all the trusts, his 
immediate successor being his wife 
end after her. his eldest mate hair and 
so on. 

Mr Antulay did not quite lack in 
brilliant schemes for the poor, but 
obviously these schemes were hijack¬ 
ed by more pressing considerations 
like fund collections for trusts. For 
instance, ihe distribution of Jebar lands 
ostensibly to the educated unem¬ 
ployed exploded into a scandal last 
month with a Maharashtra minister, 
Mrs Tarabai Vartak. at the centre,of 
the storm. Around 3,000 acres of land 
were earmarked for distributioQ In 
Thane district and this was given to 
Congress (1) office bearers and bogus 
sociedes formed by them, according to 
BJP Thane unit general secretary. 
Arvind Pendsc. When the CM himself 
was busy filluig his coffers, one could 
hardly expect the example not to be 
foUov^ down thr line. 

Robin Hood turned out to be in 
actuality, a one-man club served by 
associates. Mr Antuiay's dose friends 
benefited tremendously, and he him¬ 
self built a palatial bungalow wot^ 
over Rs 10 lakhs at Ambet. 

One of the most shocking aspects of 
his i9-inonth rule was his order to 
dear some Bombay pavement dwellers 
ai ilte beiglu of Uw munsoon. Havoc 

was wreal^ on nearly 900 families, 
and further tragedy was stopped only 
when the Peoples* Union of Gvu 
Liberties got e stay order against the 
eviction while Mr Antulay put pave- 
meni dweUen on buses to taka them 
to the statis from where they onginal- 
ly cana, even though moct of them 
ware actually born oo tha tlff't pave¬ 
ments, he waa fimultanaouaft living 


podi flats to fneada, not the least 
amoog eheffi being Mr Charanjit Cha. 
nana, the minister M stale for indus¬ 
try, wbo is neither a resident of Bom 
bey nor ever was one. Mr Chanana was 
given two flats, for himself and for his 
wife. Mr Antulay’s generosity to the 
legislators and Congi^ office bearers 
was exenordinary, and dus stood him 
in good stead because till the last be 
used them to ebaUenge Mrs Gandhi's 


decision asking him to resJ^. At the 
meeting the CoAgress<l) legislitura 

E ty held ostensibly to elect a new 
ler. the legislators unanimously 

[ lassed a resolution recording in super- 
atives the services renders by M[r 
Antulay as chief mmisier, and particu¬ 
lar mention was made of the schemas 
in the name of Sanjay Gandhi. Tbn 
were so vociferous that even the AIC- 
Cfl) observer Mr Nacasimha Rao said 


The rules for 
cement allocation 


T he 12 September 1976 resolu 
lion ot food and civil tuppUes 
department, government of Buhar- 
ashtra. directed that dUtnbution of 
cement in tha stale from 1 October 
1976 was in be on tbc guidelines 
laid down therein. The salient fea¬ 
tures of the government resolution 
are: 

A > The total dticribution and sale 
of cement in the state should be 
controlled by the state gpvenunent 
from 1 October 1976. B1 Cement 
would be sold throughout the state 
through authorised dealers of the 
state Mvernmeat. C> The distrKt- 
wise allocaticB of the publk quota 
would be made by the goverruDeni 
and conununicat^ to the regional 
cement controller, who would issue 
the roleasa order against various 
cement producers D> C^rterly 
public quota of cement allotted to 
the distrkts would be communi¬ 
cated to the collector/coniroUer of 
rariooing by cbe govemtoent for 
distribution among raluJras/ration 
ing regions by toe distrki level 
cDBUDittees. E) The quota allotted 
by the government to die Bombay 
and Bombay suburban district 
should be allocated by tbe district 
level cofluronecs to eacb of the four 
ratKHuag regions, vis A,C,D, and E. 
F) The meeuog M the district level 
committees should be held as soon 
as (he quarterly Quota of cement 
allocated to tbe oistrkt was com- 
muoicated to tbe coUectors/control- 
fer of ndoning. The dkerkt level 
coaunittee should constantly super 
vise and review tbe working of tbe 
cement distributioa system and 
suggest improvemeon and d>ould 
meet at lea^ twice during the Quar¬ 
ter in order to rev i ew Hie woiring 
of the cement distriburion system 
and to assess the raiukewtse/regioo- 
wise reqiuremeots of cement for 
tha fortbeomiog qu^ter. 

By a circular dated 2 March 1961 
issued by the stale govemment 
(food and civil supphas depm- 
meet), the gusdelinei for sanction¬ 
ing cement by the lehsi^city/re- 
gional level cement distribution 
committeaa bid down in the gov- 


enunent resolution of 12 Septem¬ 
ber 1976, were reiterated and nine 
categories were classified, com¬ 
mencing vrith agriculturalists and 
ending with *all categories of con¬ 
sumers for repairs and maintp- 
nance.” with builders and develop¬ 
ers ranking seventh in the category. 
The circular was signed by Mr u. 8, 
Tipnis, deputy secretary, govern¬ 
ment of Maharashtra. 

Ob 31 March 1961 the state gov¬ 
ernment (food and civil supj^ias 
departmenil issued a circular 
headed as under: 

"Allotment of cement to consum¬ 
ers directly by government from ad 
hoc quota released for government 
of India.” In this circular it was 
stated iHat government decided 
that: 

"...No application for cement 
should be entertained directly by 
government. All applications for 
cement should be considered by the 
local regional level/ciiv level/rahst/ 
level cement distribution com¬ 
mittees in accordance with the 
guidelines issued by government 
vide its circular... dated 2 March 
1961. The controller of rationing, 
Bombay, and district collectors are 
requested to bring this to the notice 
of the depu^ controllers of ration- 
inc/foodgrains distribution officers/ 
rjMi/dars and to instruct these 
officers not to issue any no objec¬ 
tion certificates or to recommend 
any appbearions of cernent to gov- 
eroment henceforth. 

"...in accordance with the deci¬ 
sion of government mentioned 
above, toy application that would 
ba receiv^ directly bv government 
in future will be referred to the 
concerned collector/controller of 
rationing, Bombay, for suitable ac¬ 
tion. Applications which have been 
receivM earlier by government and 
still pending in this department 
will aiBO be sent back to the respec¬ 
tive collectors and controller of 
raiioaing, Bvmbay, for further 
necessary action..." 

Hiis circular was signed by Mr 
Syed Yakoob, under secretary to 
government of Maharashtre. 




in his that the nan who will 

fucceed Mf Antulay will be Mneone 
who will follow his policies. Till the 
end (he followers made an aiienipt to 

E t him re elected leader of the ataie 
(islature party, hoping that there 
would be a repeat of tiM Allahabad 
judgement situation. Bdany of them 
said (hat Mrs Gandhi should have 
waited (ill Mr Antulay went io amal 
and got a final verdict before asking 
him (0 resign. 

Arun Shourie, whose atory in the 
indren h’jcprevs started it aA was in 
Bombay ((ncidentally or coincidental* 
ly?) on (he day (he Judeement was 
delivered; he was, in fact, in court. His 
commenr was, as usual, tart: *‘Tbe 
Supfvtne Court should learn a few 
lessons irum the Bombay High Court. 
Justice Lentin has given us a reason 
for hope. Wc must be thankful for 
stnali mercies. After all, Antulay could 
have followed the example of his lead* 
er, refused to resign till his appeal was 
disposed of and in the meanwhile 
changed the law under which he has 
been indicted." 


The legendary Robin Rood of Sbtf* 
wood Forest meets a sad end. His 
friends all desert him to go their own 
ways. He is old, and only Long John 
Stays with him. He asks Ltac John to 
shoot an arrow and where w arrow 
falls ho asks tong John to bury him 
there. Ur Antulay is youi^ and at 
least for some tima the friends who 
have benefited from him tremendous* 
ly will not desert him. la fact, can 
bt used to play his gue against his 
successor if the Unef is aot a aomiBee 
of Ur Aatulay’s. Oa the other hand, 
they caa also he used to o^te havoc 
in the courts. There are still two cases 
pendii^ against Ur Antulay and one of 
them is a eriminal case filed by Mr 
Ramdas Nayak of the Bharatiya Jana¬ 
ta Party. S^ng the way slogans were 
hurled outside Oie meeting ol the sute 
Congress legislature party, these same 
people can be used to be ol nuisance 
value while the cases are on. After all, 
Ur Antulay does consider himself in 
the same cateK^ u the Prime Minis* 
ter Urs CanAi and Sanjay Gandhi, 
the ‘beloved of the masses * ■ 


I t must be the confidence bom out 
of some secret weapon, or 
perhaps out of total disregard of 
public seniimeot. but long after 
Mr Abdur Rehnan Antulay band¬ 
ed in his resignation to Governor 0. ?. 
Mebra on the specific instructions of 
the Prime Minister, he was still fight¬ 
ing, throi^h pliant surrogates, to re¬ 
main the cbiM minister m Maharash¬ 
tra. Even in the meeting of the Con- 

E ress legislature party on IS Janu^, 
eld ostensibly to elect the next CM 
(under the guidance of as senior a 
leader as Mr Naraslmha Rao), Mr 
Antuby*s supporters were actually in 
a majority, and their demand was 
either that Mr Antulay be retained or 
that one of bis nominees be made the 
CM. And this despite knowing that 
Mrs Gandhi obviously wanted one of 
her most controversial CMs to get out 
now: rarely has the supreme leader of 
the Congressdl faced such open de¬ 
fiance. 

Mr Antulay*s reasons for wanting to 
stay had nothing to do with helping 
the poor (a reason which he Itept 
giving to Justify everything else he 
did); it had much more to do with 
helping himself Justice Lantin's 
udgement could spawn a whole batta* 
ion of Ihigatiotu against him. particu¬ 
larly If he is no longer CM. And there 
are already cases pending against him, 
including a criminal case. Mr Antulay 
clearly wanted someone in power who 
wnuld help him in the courts, a kind of 
Gerald Ford, and he was sending 
appropriate signals to Mrs Gandhi. Till 
the moment of writing she had not 
made any decision alwuc who would be 
the next CM of Maharduhtra. 

It was on 9 September 19gl chat Mr 
A. K. Antulay first offered tu resign In 
the wake of (he exposes regarding his 
controversial fund cuJIections. It was 
12 January by the limr he actually 
resigned. On 9 September he had tried 
and got away with a gimmick, when he 
sent his resignation lu Mrs Gandhi in 
her capacity as president of the Con* 
gresstf) rather than the Governor, to 
whom it should have legitimately 
gone. On 12 January be tried a similar 
tactic, when he told Mrs Gandhi to 
"forward" his resignation of the 
September 1981 vintage to the Gov* 
ernur in Bombay. It was a desperate 
attempt to gain some time which 
would be used by his henchmen in the 
Maharashtra cabinet and the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly to pass resolutions 
saying that Antulay should not resign. 
The FM's office obviously saw through 
this game: around 6.50 pm on the same 
day Mrs Gandhi's office directed Mr 
Antulay to hand in his resignaiioo 
directly to ihe Covernor in Bon^ay. In 
any case, th^e is no pruvision in the 
Constitution by which a PM or party 
president can send across a CM's res¬ 
ignation. 

The decision to ask Mr Antulay to 
resign wu influenced by venous fac* 
turs. Perhaps an important one was a 
phone rail which went from the AlC* 
C(l) general secretary, Mr Vauntrao 
Patil, TO The PM's special assistant, Mr 
R. K. Dhawan. 


The judgement 


This IN the operative part of the 
iudgenivnr delevered by Justice B. 
Lentin of th<‘ Bumbey High Court in 
the "cement case.” 

/ rec,t/viuf<itc my ffndmgt e.v 
under.' 

Kcdd hy itH'lf anj as a wfiofe. 
government rcwifutiVui dated iith 
Svtxvmih r f pvrtaim to regular 
yi/jrrer/y .Tf/nrment.« only and nor 
1(1 j«y h(H' >tUoimen(3 received from 
itiv central i^/H’rnmenr. 

fb> 6V/vorn/n<*nr lireutar dared 
Jht March 1981 is valid and 
binding. 

(c t The hypothesis ni mistake and 
itr/sundet Ntand/ng advjrjced b.v the 
state ^ovvrnnu'iit tn j$Miitig the 
government circular dated 3tst 
Wjix/t 1981 19 iviectcd. 
idl The criticism levelled hy the 
f.rre ^‘ovrrnmi'nf against the 
learnt'd ;idiv»cjte-general J5 unwar¬ 
ranted and the attempt to mulct 
him cannut bi/r lie de;>lnred 
tel As long as government circu¬ 
lar dated .11 vr March 1982 is in 
force, it must he acted upon and 
unless :iny aliorment is earmarked 
for :i particular purpose by (he 
centrnl government or any cundi- 
ticni is aftjched thereto by the cen¬ 
tral grn et nment, disrn'burio/i of ad 
hot <i/lvrxri(*ni.> /nusl Iw in acx'ord- 

ance ir/ih the law and in the light of 
govvniment circular dared 32st 
March J98J read with government 
cinvJar doted sawtd March 1981 
and on the guidelines laid down in 
government resoluttun dated 12th 
$eptemlwr J9^d. 

(0 The version of the first and 
second respondents that no altoca- 


rlnnt were made by the second 
respondent, is re/eefed. 

(gl The petttioners' charge of 
arbitrariness agatnst the second re¬ 
spondent in making allocations, is 
justified. 

(h) Nexus and quid pro quo be¬ 
tween allotments made ny the 
second respondent in favour of cer¬ 
tain builders and dimations made 
by them directly nr indirectly, is 
established. 

th Once nexus and quid pro quo 
are manifest, mala fid^ on the part 
of the second renpondenr muct be 
the natural sequitor. 

(j) The challenge to the penrion* 
ers* locus h repelled. 

1 pass the folhwing order: 

Unless any allotment t* ear¬ 
marked for a particular purpose by 
the central government or any run- 
dition is atracdied iher<*ro 6y the 
central government, the state gov¬ 
ernment is direct^ as long as 
government circular dau-d 3ht 
March 1981 is in force, to distribute 
ad hoc allocations of cement in 
accordance with the law and in the 
light of the said government rircu- 
lardaiedJIst March 1981 read with 
government circular dated second 
March 1981 and the guidelines laid 
down in government resolution 
dated lirh September 1978. 

Fetition is also alh wed terms 
of praver (c) (H) and (cJ (iUl with 
the addition of the words, "except 
as provided by the law” at the end 
of prayer tcl till, 

Rule is made absolute accor¬ 
dingly. 


ia 



Antulay' s last-ditch stand 

A Mparata drama auccaadad Juatica Lantin'a judgamant: Mr Antulay'a 
laat«mlnuta affoit to survive datpHa tha advaraa verdict. Preaaura was put on 
the PM, but aha was categorical this time. 8HUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA 

report! from Delhi. 



Aruund sis pm, Mr Paid politely Pttil seemed leclined co expreie her 
asked Mr Dhawan why Mr Amulay wu joy, Vasucdada was firm. And, for a 
heinii allowed to carry on the orane chanj^e, hU wife liMened lo him 
by asking the PM to send ihe old letter Mrs Fatil had gone into seif •imposed 

of resignation across to Bombay, "b "exile* ia New Delhi since 9 Septem* 
there a pe^r Nhortage in Bon bay?" ber. a week after she was removed 
Mr Patil jokingly asked. "Ask him to from the Amulay miaisiry because she 
resign by toni^t. That will be food for had duesiioned the propriety of the 
the party’s inage.* And within three fund coUeccioiu. All tnai she told 
quarten of an hour, Mr Antulay was newsmen on the eveninf of 12 January 
told to resign. was that she was rettimiflf to Bombay 

the flcxc eveoina. end she iheoM the 
formally when a politician is in' Delhi press for Devine "looked after* 
li dieted by a court, it is expected her duhog the period wbm she bad 
(hat he has to resign. But in the been a "guest” in (he city. Throughout 
Congresg(I), past precedent was in Mr the meeting of Shaliniiai with the 
Antulay’s favour, when the Allahabad preas. Vasentdade maiataiMd a haw* 
High Coun judgement came on 12 kish preeence^just io case hU wife 
June 1975, Mrs Candhi did not resign, decided to open ber siouih a bit too 
More, when a court ruled against Mr widely... 

Vidya Chvan Shukla, then a union Mr Visanrdada Paid cancelled ail 
minister, in 19k0, he was not asked lo his appointments at the A1CC(I) office 
go Both Mrs Gandhi and Mr Shukla for dial evening. He also cancelled his 
muVed the Supreme Court end won trip to Bombay, which was scheduled 
their appeals. So> in the case of Mr for IS January. The Ktion was in New 
Antulay. his supporters apparently Delhi end he had to be around. Trunk 
were bankinx on past practice. But calb from Bombay kept on pouring in. 
since early January, the odds were One caller informed Vasanidada that 
going against Mr Antulay. Most sjgnifi* crackers were being bum io Bombay 
cant was the fact (hat the seniwmost (o celebrate ibe judgeneni. "Who b 
AICQl) general secretary, Mr Vasan* bursdng them?" Mr Paul asked. "Are 
trau Pitil, had openly revolted against (hey (he opposition people?” The 
Mr Antulay by attending the Hahar answer on iIk phone was. "No.* Then 
ashtra MPs’ meeting in eonbay on 3 Vasanidada asked if Congressmen 

January in which h resolution censor* r, -- 

lug Mr Antulay .a, paaaed. Mr Antu- k» Mr«u««, m 

lay h«l crtticiied thii in rhu Congrea- 

Ml) working commitiee meeting in .p--- - - ' ^ 

Delhi on % January, hut Mrs Gandhi I ^ ' < 

had not reacted too sharply in his | 
favour. The end of the Antulay era in { 

Bombay was thereforeexpeclM. Only J 
the High Court judgement was awa* | 
lied (SuNpAY. 17 January}. Bui what 
was rot expected was the dexterity 
which Mr Antulay displayed in h» 

lasc ditch attempts to stay on in power. ABft 

When the news of tlte judgement 
trickled in through news agency tele* 

E *inters. the Congre$s(l| circles in ^^B ^B^| 

ew Delhi did not seem unduly per- 
turbed. There wes hardly any special 
activity either at the AJCC(I) office or 

at the residence of the principal de* Bj^RJ 

tractor of Mr Antulay, Mr Vasantdada f 

PaGl. Despite (he foci that Mrs Shali* 

nitai Patil {Vasanedada’s wife, who k H 

had been sadeed from the Maharash* ^ Jfe 

tra ministry by Mr Antulay in Sepeem V 

ber) was camping in New Delhi, no Sf '■ 

overenthusiasm uas visible at the 24 aKtg 

WiUiBgdon CreKent residence of the J' ,^U| 

senior ruling party leader. Newsmen -l f- 
were politely tcld that the couple had »* 
no cemmenti to make. Though Mrs 


were bursting crackers in joy. The 
caller said. "Adm ianta k»t rabi hai 
(the genenl public » doing it). Vasaoi- 
dada put down ihe phone and smiling* 
ly told those gathered in his drawing 
roMD. "He uys that it is the peopla. 
and not parties^ which are rejoicing." 

After it became dev that Antulay 
would have to rviu that night, spe* 
culation started whether the centre 
would promulgate President’s Rule in 
Maharashtra till a lucceiior was 
chosen. President Neelem Sanjive 
Reddy was, as a nattar of fact, in 
Bombay on the I2(h evening to present 
the trophies at the Wvid Cup hockey 
finals. All that wv required was that 
u officer of the home ministry had to 
be flown to Bombay in a special air* 
vail with the requisite papers, the 
Governor’s report wu to be suught. 
and the President could have signed 
the procUmetioft. But this move did 
not get very fer. One consideration for 
the deley was that the trusts floated by 
Mr Antulay were private trusts and 
unless the lovemmeiu took over the 
trusts, as a private individual, Mr 
Antulav could easily do anything he 
vramed to do with those trusts, whoso 
assets were around Rs 40 crore^ if not 
more. And so much of "private” money 
in politics b certainly nut a cumfori- 
able thing for the central leadership. 
So. Mr Amulay continued in office 
despite his resignation. 

One surprise was that Vasantdada 
Patil wak ttot at all enthusiastic abuut 
becoming the next chief minister in 
Bombay. After all. when Mr Antulay 
had been made the chief minister in 
June 19^ Vasanidada had started a 
war against him because he thought 
that Ihe chief ministerial gadtii in 
Boml'Hy wes rightfully his and not 
Antulay’s, Things have undergone a 
change. On li January. Vasanidada 
emphatically ^id ihai neither he nor 
his wife was keen to become the CM. 
Shalinital, of course, will try lu be a 
minister in the new cabinet, bur chief 
ministership was ruled out. When a 
visitor insisted on knowing why, Mr 
Patil replied, "The system ha^ liLsnine 
so bed that for staying in power in 
Bombay, you will have to keep distn- 
biding money.” 

Mr Antulay reached Delhi un the 
evening of 13th and disappeared from 
(he airport. He surfaceo at the PM's 
house for a brief while and again went 
underground The job uf uuing the 
publk lalking was left to his trusted 
men Mr Gulabreo Patil. the Maharash* 
tra PCCfl) president. 


« 






Shock, bluff, 
bluster, ignominy 


31 IMl! The EMpnss carri«d t nary by Ann 
Shnunr. axpoima Maharuhcra chief minisier A.R. An(u* 
lay*s dubiQUi metnadi of cotledutg donations for a number 
of irusls set up by him. 

e Both Houses of Parliament were rocked by tbe report. For 
over 30 minutes, the opposition dCDanM a detailed 
discuiaion on '‘the scandal of tbe century* and the ettenpc 
to use the PM's name m one of the trusts as a *cosnmodity 
for corruption " When the Speaker refused to aUow A.B. 
Vajpeyee*! adjournmenT motion, almost tbe entire opposi* 
rion staged a walkout. 

e Shalinitai Patil, Maharathtra's revenue ninister. in Bom¬ 
bay openly defied the CM sayina tbai the Rs 21.27 Ifkh * 
coUecied from her Shetkari Sakhar Karkhaaa for the Indin 
Gandhi Pratibha Pretisthan was in the nature of jfzja, and 
demandina chat it be returned to the fermersfron whom it 
wes forcibly collected. 

e Chief minister Antulay dismissed Shalinitai. 

1 Sept.: Aniulay wu summoned to Otlhi. He asserted that 
there was “nothing shady" in accepting donations from 
builders for his trust. He said his conscience was clear and 
did not care for criticism as lonj as hit enjoyed the 
confidence of tbe PM. He edmitt^ to baying alloned 
20,000 tonnes of cement to builders at Rs 40 a bag and 
defended his action on grounds that he collected for the 
poor end not himself: he also seid he gave pan of it to the 
MPCC(I) chief for financing party actmiles. 

o 204 of the 234 Congressflj lubarashtra MLAs endorsed 
the demand for ShaJinuai’s resi^ation and requested the 
PM to let AriTulay continue to use her name in the Indira 
Gandhi Pratibha Pratisthan. 

0 $haJiniul Patil. in Delhi, accused Antulay of playing a big 
fraud on the public of Muharashtra, the Congressd) and its 
leader. She alleged that under the government trust he was 
in reality heading a pnvaie trust, forcibly collecting funds 
from sugar cooperatives, industri^isis. builders and others, 
a In Parliament, determined opposition stalled the proc* 
ceedings of the Rejya Sabha, demanding that the issue be 
taken up. “No question hour, it should be corrupiiMi hour. 
This House wants to discuss Antulay's corrupcion. im¬ 
mediately.* they shouted, t. K. Advani, deoaomog Aniu* 
lay's resignation, said, *. he has shown unpreca^ted 
litical corruption and this man should not be allowed to 
ad the government fttf even one day." 

2 Sept.; The gcivemmcnt absolved the CM of charges of 
corrupt practices and turned down demands by a coecened 
opposition for an inquiry. Union finance minister. P. 
Venkataraman, in reply to a call-attention motion in 
Parliament said, “We cannot accept the demand for ns- 
quiry... no primt facie case has been made, so why a 
cummusion of inquiry?" He also conveyed that Mrs Gandhi 
had not given her approval to the naming of one of the 
trusts after her and on learning of it sbe promptly a^ked for 
it to be removed. “I am infortM on very reliable euthority 
that the PM did not inaugurate tbe tmat.* be added. 

a A 21-member deputation of CongressCl) legislators from 
Maharashtra, led hv Mr Sudhakar Naik, M for New Delhi, 
to apprise the PM. Kijiv Gandhi and Mr Moopenar, general 
secretary of AlCQl). of the "dcterioracuig image* of the 
party in the state. They wanted to mve die PM a signed 
memorandum of charges against the CM. they couldflH get 
an appointment with the PM however, and were aske^io 
leave their memorandum behind, 
e In Bombay, reacting to reports of his offer to step down 
from chief ministership, Antulay described all talk of this 
ai '‘fantastic nonsense... whenever challenges are thrown at 
M 1 get firmer.* 

3 Bept.: CoAgresifl) MPi from Maharashtra launched a 
signature campaign in support of Antulay. 

4 Sept.: The entire opposition walked out of the Mahamb* 
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tra Assembly in protest against a refusal of ibair demand 
for an inquiry commission. 

e|a Parliament the government was confronted with a 
vilege motion against R. Venkataraman, on grounds that 
bad deliberately misled the members on the PM*s 
connection with the Indira Gandhi Pratibha Pratisthan. 
This was os the batis of a picture published in the Indian 
Express showing tbe PM signing a document as she 
inaugurated the trust. 

S Sept.: Antulay denied thet there was any inauguration 
of the trust and said that the decision to name it after the 
PM came only later. 

7 Sept.: Bombay High Court fixed 14 September as the date 
for hearing a writ petition dealing with the alleged cement 
deals nf Antulay, that had first been filed in the court of the 
asetropolitan asagistrate by former MP, Mrs Mrinal Gore 
and former legislators, Mr P, B. Samant and Mrs Kamal 
Desai. 

8 Sept.: Antulay announced that he had sent a resignation 
letter to Mri Gandhi (who could forward it to the Governor 
for acceptance whenever she wanted) after a long speech 
defending himself in the state Assembly. 

It Sept.: A criminal complaint against the CM, alleging 
criminal conspiracy, briMry by a public i^rvant ana 
eaiortioB, was filed in e meircMiitan magistrate's court in 
Bombay by BJP leader Ramdat Kayak. 

12 Sept.: Antulay ruled out the possibiliiy of winding up the 
Indira Gandhi miibha Pratiithan, rejecting the opposi¬ 
tion's demand chat he merge it with the CM'< relief fund. 

• The Inditn Express published the official circular dated 
27 October 1980 by the press liaison officer of the CM's 
secretariat, Maharashtra, seating chat Mrs Gandhi had 
permirted associannn of her name with the trust. 

14 Sept.: A breech of privilege move against the Prime 
Minister was tabled by the opposition in the Lok Sabhe. 

15 Sept.: Privilege motions ageinst both R. Venkataraman 
and the Prime Minister were dismissed 

17 Sept.: Sponsored by the combined opposition, a no- 
confidence motion against the union council of ministers 
was admitted in the l^k Sebha. The motion was defeated 
by 2%i votes to 83. Opposition members chanting “Antulay, 
Aniulay* were told by C.H. Stephen. "If you had chtnt^ 
‘Narayen, Narayan' at least you would have achieved 
nirrana. * 

o In e strident defence of her government. Mrs Gendhl said 
that the opposition were hard^’ the people who could throw 
stones at her government. “It was the Janata governnent 
which lAStitutioiigfised cwruption... it is their good fortune 
thet we do not went to be vindictive," she said, adding that 
aayvay. "... this should be called an Antulay debate ratbei 
than one expressing want of confidence in the govern¬ 
ment...* 

• In Bombay, Justice S. C. Pratap of the Bombay High 
Court, direct^ the Maharashtra government to submit me 
files reUtiu to the allocation cement. 

19 Sept.: The trustees of the Indira Gandhi Pratibha 
Praosthan ai^iroeched tbe charity commissioner for delet¬ 
ing the name ‘Indira Gandhi' from the trust title. 

• At Nagpur. Antulay alleged “American hand in the 
campaign launched by the capitalist press on the dona¬ 
tions. .* 

•T^ Bombay High Court was told that the original 
appUcation tor cement allotment made to the state govern¬ 
ment by a eamerative bousing society was imssing. Justice 
ratap remarked thai tbe appliceiions appaarea to have 
been mede totbeCM and the pagesinoneof the files were 
not in order. 

W Sept: All files and papers cootaining the details about 
tbe trusts were sent to Delhi for acrutiny. 






24 SeptJ Jumc 8.C Prtttp of the iomb« High Court 
■dvutted 1 writ petitioo egeinst the CM uo directed the 
itete goveniment to strictly follow ceetrtl end sceie 
reguleiions for cement eUocetioo pending the disposal of 
the petition. Rejecting the contention of the respondenu 
chet the petition not be admitted, he said, *‘The cause of 
truth ana iustice may not be so lightly sacrificed. Public 
confidence in a vrelfare siat^-an detnent of importance to 
democracy—would be gravely undermined. Hope beaming 
restless turn into desp^.'* 

29 Sept.: iDe MPCCd) directed all taiuJrJ end district 
committees to convene meetings and pass resolutions 
supporting the CM. 

ID Oct.: rne Bombay High Court admitted a plea that the 
case against the CSl. uleging commissions cf offences 
under Sections 420, 394.161 and 16S of the 1PC> Secuons 
109 and 120 B of the IPC and Section S of the prevention of 
corruption act, be withdrawn from the metropolitan nagi^ 
trate's court and tried by the Hi^ Court. 

12 Oct! Rajiv Gandhi stated that trie fate of the Maharash¬ 
tra CM should be decided by the PCCfl) and the state 
legislature parry, and that the centre should not directly 
interfere in the state affairs. 

IS Oct.: The Bombay High Court directed the cbertty 
commissioner to produce before it all records penaining to 
the Indira Gandhi Pratibha Fratisthan and other trusts 
formed by Mr Antuliy. 

16. Oct.: Bombay HigKCourt passed an ad inrerro injunc¬ 
tion. freetini the funds ofiwo of the controversial trusts— 
the Indira Gandhi Pratibha Fratisthan and the Konken 
Unnati Mitra Mandal 

e The Supreme Court served a show cause notice to 
Antulay asking him why a writ petition challer^ng the 
constitutional validity of the cement allotment policy m the 
state should not be fdmitied. 

10 Nov.: Rajiv Gandhi, emphastsing the fact that he did not 
condone what had happened in Mahareshtre. said that the 
"Antulay affair (could be categorised as) misuse of polKical 
machinery (but not as) a case of corruption in the strictest 
sense of the word." 

20 Nov.! Mrs Gandhi said that Antulay would continue to be 
the chief minister unless the case went auinst him. 

' People still want Antulay. Let him continue, mi the cese 
is in court and if the court decides, we have to honour its 
decision." 

24 Nov.: Antulay denied allegations about allocation of 
cement against donations for his trust. In his affidavit 
before the Hi^ Court, he said he had never approached 
anybody for donations to the trusts. 

2 Dec.: A chamber of summons applicarioci was made for 
including four more uf Antuley's trusts. The application for 
an amendment to the earlier petition came up before 
Justice B. Lentin of the Bombay High Court. 

6 Dec.: Mrs Gandhi said that she would deal with the 
Antulay issue in her own way and in good time without 
bowing to pressures from the opposition and (he press. 

24 Dec.: Justice Lentin flew into a rage over mistakes found 
in the calculations in a chart submitted ou behalf of the 
state government during the hearing on the cement case. 
He said, "If this is the casual way in whkh the government 
functions, the government should be told to wind up.” 

25 Dec.: The bearing in the cement case against A. R. 
Antulay came to an end. 

3 jan. i9S2: A meeting called in Bombay by some Copgress 
(I) dissident MPs from the state was seen as the beginning 
of 4 campain against Antulay. A virtual chaigesheet 
against the CM ana the MPCC(l J leadership tvas belmved to 
have been prepared at this Dseeting. Among those atieod* 
mg were general secretary of the AlCCfiX Visaotrao Patil, 
Y. J. Mohite and Mrs PreoiUtai Ota van (former MPCC*! 
president). 

4 Jan.: Antuley rushed to tMlfai to meet the PM. 

6 Jaa.: Jambuwaotrao Dhote, Congress (1) MP, became the 
first MP from the ruling party to publicly demand the 
resignation of tha CM. 

7 Jan.: Mrs Gandhi mat Antulay'i critics among the 
Maharaahcra MPa end received a memorandum and copies 
of tesolubons adopted at tbetr Bombay meeting. 

9im,t The sute government and the Aurangabad raiuJra 
cemeot disthbiitioa committee were directed to keep ready 


13 a 

s^mn 


all papers connected wilh cement distribution and present 
them Before the High Court bench on 12 January, 
a In Aurangabad, posing the queatioo : 'What is comip- 
tion?* Mr iuitulay said, "Is ii not surprising that the 
amounts which go below the table are treated as good, 
while tha amounts taken by cheques openly are termed as 
corruption." 

ID Jmi.! Antulay went to Sangli to attend the felicitations 
for the MKCfl) president. Mr Culabrao Patil, on hit 60tb 
birthday. Y. B. Chavan. who also graced the occasion, said: 
"Aotulay is a dynamic chief minuter. He is implementing 
the basic principles of the C'.ongress. He is striving for the 
betterment of the poor. The Congress was bom out of such 
ideals..." 

11 Jaa.: On the eve of the High Coun judgement, chief 
minister AR. Antulay said that he had ne regrets about the 
methods he bad used to collect donihoni for various trusts. 
”My conscience is very clear." he said. 

12 Jaa.: Justice Lentin’s judgement. 


J.1S pm: 

Justice B. Lentin delivered 
the judgement. 

4.20 pm: 

Mr Antuley renews his offer 
to quit. 

6.30 pm: 

Announcement from New De¬ 
lhi that theCongresKD'high 
command was asking Mr 
Antuley to resign. 

9.00 pm: 

Mrs Gandhi permitted Mr 
Antulay to re^gn 

9.12 pm: 

Raj Bhevan announced the 
receipt of Mr Antulay's res* 
ignetion letter. 

10.00 pm: 

Resignation accepted B 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


INDO-US RELATIONS 

India’s relationship with the United Stales of America has, f^rhaps, never been 
as cordial as during the years of Franklin Roosevelt's presidency. Subsequent 
Presidents, with the exception of John F. Kennedy, have viewed India at times 
through the eyes of colonial Britain, or as an anti-western country with a definite 
tilt towards the USSR. In this extract from T. N. Kaul's book Reminiscences 
Discreet and Indiscreet (Lancers Publishers, price Rs 115), the former 
Ambassador of India to the United Stales explains why Indo-US relations are 

what they are. 


W h'M 1 % wrotiR m Indii'i 
lelaiions with America? 
Hoihmc. end yei almost 
everyihtns. Thore is no 
direct conTlict vl netionAl 
tnterents. There is e lerge measure oC 
uimmuunlity ul lUeels and beliefs. 
The two larRe«t <lvmu<.rKies of the 
world* ts a phrase iieaid uftun etsouih. 
Ir reminds one iit the 'HmdU'hiiu Bhui 
Bl\ai (Indians and Chinese are 
brothers!* slogan in the 19S4 S6 
l>cn<Kl. Both slogans Iw^came trite and 
ceosvd to he mramnaful. Why? 

Perhaps part ot the reastm n that 
India expected too much of and (mm 
.Vniericu-^more than we did from any 
other country. America had Riven mor* 
.il and politkel suDport to India’s 
struRRJe (or freedom. President 
Kousevvit had pleaded and inicrN’cned 
with the British. althuuKh it did not 
have much elfecl. The American pco> 
pie and media had been even mure 
svtrqiaiheiic. It was natural, thoueh 
somewhat naive, for independent In¬ 
dia to «x|iecl pieaier understanding 
and :<uppori from a country like Amer¬ 
ica. which had also broken awgy from 
Biitisli iiniwrialism and colonialism. 
But that was 17U years earlier and by 
1947 US policy had uiulerAone much 
change. 

Some of our /ovoluiinnuries like Har 
Davdl .ind otheis hud taken refuse 
tiom Bniish oppression in California 
,ind foimed ihe (Revolution¬ 

ary) Party there, j. J Singh was more 
moderate, hut took a cue from Krishna 
Menon in l.ondon in fnrmingthe India 
I..cague of Ami'iica. Mure than any* 
thing or anvbody else. Gandhi’s name 
>iruck u cliord in the hearts and minds 
of Amei icno intellectuals and blacks. 
Nehro aroused mixed feelings of 
admiration as well as susplciun— 
admiration for his Imld humanistic 
.ippmuch and suspkiun uf his suciaUs* 
lie hem I of mind. There was interest in 
India’s ancumt culture and dviUsa* 
rtoM. SHumi Vi\i<kananda\ visit to 
’.Tiiericu and his address at (he World 
I (14ions Conieretice in ChicaRo in 
ZO 


lB9i had made a deep tmprossion on 
the minds of many Americans. His 
visit eACounged many Swtmis and 
Yogis to go to the USA and some of 
them, such as Swami Ram and Mahesh 
Yogi succeeded in having many disci¬ 
ples and followers. Rabindranath Ta* 

f ore’s poems had created a stir in 
iterary circles m the Twenties. 

All this provided fertile ground for 
the development of Indo-Amerkao re* 
lotions when India achieved Independ* 
ence in 1947. Many American mis* 
sionaries in India such as Rev. Stanley 
Jones. Sam Hi^nbottom and others, 
had done excellent work in the field of 
education, mi'dicine and agriculture. 
’The medical cnlJvgrs and hospiuls in 
Ludhiana and Velluie are iwanding 


He mAln dUDciiKjf ill teal* 
Ilf vltfe the U8 Is tlulr belief 
thiCliutU Is predfRoliftitly 
d^eofleot eo them tor ecoiMh 
ale tU. ne eerj meept of 
Wisiroof 


monuments to their good work. 

What clouded the seemingly bright 
prospects of Indo-American i elations? 
From 1947 to 1949 they looked good, 
but were marred because the US admi * 
nistratiftn looked at India Through Brit* 
ish eyes. They thought Britain knew 
this area better and were guided by 
her advice. This “third eye view" ere* 
died problems and difficulties, be¬ 
cause Britain had not quite got over its 
loss of the empire and wanted to 
retain its influence over the subconti* 
neni. British writers snd politicians 
revived the 'vacuum iheoiy,* the con* 
cent of 'wells power.’ spheres of 
influence which had been eroded in 
the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. 

Our first difference with the US 
administration arose over the question 


of Kashmir. On-the advice of the 
British and American governments. 
India went in goud (aitn to the UN 
with a complaint of auresxmn aRuinsr 
Pakistan. But the Anpla*American *ex* 
pens’ converted it into an Ind>Pak 
‘dispute* and enlarged its scope. In 
Mead of asking Pakisranao vacate the 
areas forcibly and illugally occupied 
|w it in the Stale ot Jaipmii and 
iCashmif whtch had duly acceeded in 
India, they succeeded in imposing a 
ceasefire and appointing an UN Kash¬ 
mir Commission. This was a device in 
bring both Pakistan and India under 
AngiO'Amencan influence and if India 
proved 'obdurate* in weaken her hv 
supporting Pakistan. This is exactly 
what happened. 

India has noi claimed any Pakistani 
territory She accepted partiiiurt as iha 
price for independence and rpspecis 
Pakixtan as a sovereign independent 
stale. But she cannot yield to miliiary 
or political pressure or the oh?(curan- 
tist forces of religious fanaticism, to 
give up any pan of her own territory, 
in Kashmir or elsewhere. 

Unfortunately, the British did not 
realise the force and strength of Indi* 
an nationalism. The Americans, 
though more sensitive to it, were mis¬ 
guided by their British friends and 
allies in the beginning. 

Later, as leadership uf the Western 
world was thrust upon the shoulders of 
ibe USA. it adopted* a blatantly anti* 
cumtnunisr policy and tried to joiii as 
many new and old independent coun 
tries within its chain of military 
alliances. Those like Nehru, who re¬ 
fused to ii3in either of the two hostile 
great power blocs, were regarded as 
crypto-communists, even though they 
dealt firmly with the communists in 
iheir own countries. It was the period 
of John Foster Dulles, who reprded 
nonalignment as ‘immural’ and said in 
effect ‘those who are not with ua are 
against us * Pakistan, which was wlil* 
in| to join .SEATO and CEN’TO re¬ 
ceived large scale military grants 
whkh upset the military and strategic 
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biUnc« on ib« subcontinent. This, 
combined with the US partiua atti¬ 
tude on such marten of vital concern 
to India as Kashmir, created dis* 
appointment and resentment a|;ainsT 
the US adminiatratjon in India. 

To add to it. differences arose lie* 
tween India and the USA over the 
re^ni tion of the Peop le*s Repub I ic of 
China and the conflict in Indochina. In 
the UN. America took the side of irs 
alhes, even on such matters as decrsi 
onlsaticn and apartheid from 1947 to 
1960. India toolc (he lead apamst the 
coloniaJ powers and South Africa. This 
not only embarrassed bu( angered peo 

( lie like John Poster Dulles who were 
ormulatjng the US foreign policy et 
that lime. 

N ehru was not a man who would sell 
his country or her policies to any 
other country, however great and 
powerful. He tried his best to strong* 
then the nonahgned movement. Afro- 
Asian cooperation, and the strugele 
against colonialism and apartheidTin* 
dia's Influence in the Third World 
grew and Nehru tried to use it for 
|wace and relaxation of internatioiuil 
tension. Aracrica had to recognise this 
at (he Geneva Conference on Indochi¬ 
na in 1954. when India was asked to be 
the Chairman of the three Indochina 
Commissions in Cambodia, Laos and 
Vietnam. The US administration had 
also to accept India's peaceful and 
mediatory lole in Korea where India 
was invited to be the Chairman of the 
NNRC (Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission) 

It seemed in the mid*Fifties as if 
India and America could perhaps 
come (0 terms about their respective 
regional and plobal roles and policies. 
This impression was further streng¬ 
thened the role India and America 
played in the Suet crisis in I9S6 when 
they persuaded France and the UK to 
accept Egypt's sovereignty over the 


canal and withdraw their aggressive 
forces from there. 

Ecunomk and technical c'oopera 
(ion. trade and cuounerce between the 
two countries started picking up and 
America became India's largest trad 
ing partner, replaciog Britain This 
was a natural development between 
two large countries like the USA and 
India whose economies and technohv 
gies were complementary and nut com¬ 
petitive, unlike Japan's. 

Unfortunately, even this upward 
trend was arrested because American 
multinational companiec tried to die- 
leie terms and impose their own pat 
lerns on India. For instance, when 
India wanted to set up a steel plant at 
Bokam in the public leciiir. America 
refused to cooperate unless the plant 
was put in the pnvate sector and 
unless w« agreed to have a turnkey 
plant in which Itidian technological 
expertise would play little effective 
role ab rnfrio. 

The Soviets were wiser and re- 
.sponded to India's request which had 
been rejected by the Americans. The 
US did not like Inriia tn have close 
economic or political relations wiih 
the aoctalm countries in gefM:ral and 
the Sfwiet Union in particuijr. But 
their actions and policies drove India 
more and mure towards the Soviet 
Union and the Socialist countries. 

Instead appreciating or accepting 
India's desire to have a strong public 
sector, especially in the field nl heavy 


industry, the US tried 1<> impiiNV their 
own enneept of u free in;irkcl,ei'uiininy 
dominated by the private '«i:lor. Even 
in the puvate seitor, they iiismed on 
having majority shart* and coriiiol 
which was HgainKi the government of 
Jndia'v imluktri«'il policy resoluthm of 
They discourage-d trade with 
devvUiping cotintrie» like I ml in by im- 
{io>iiig sritt tariff and quni,i luiirlers. 
Thev weie also against the import nf 
iHmrradirioniil m semipiocesM'd or 
inamilactured uiHids from cmintries 
like India imu gave piefereiicv to 
Japan, luly and other developed cmiit. 
tries. 

'Ihc US Cnmiticrcv Secretary. Dent. 

told m« fr.inkiv iluting a divcussiuii in 
t*J75 ihut rhey Inid reserved % per 
ct-nt (d mmv uf the simple nianufiK' 
iuilmI giHids for then Mraditinniir trad¬ 
ing pa I (HOIS ill the dnvelo|H*d world. 
Only 4 per cent inuxiri ipinia was 
Hvailal'le to the wIimIc iif Ihc ilevr I op¬ 
ing world. iiliUniigh wr piiKluced bet¬ 
ter £<xnls and at cht-.ipei prices in 
some < uses such as flat ware, stdihless 
steel, reudvmade gui merits etc. 

In cnntrasi, the Soviets were .more 
s4>nsMive to the iruiliiig pa items and 
requiiemcnts of India They Hgr^'od to 
lheKi<|>et' Paymenl Agieemeni, under 
whuh we piiid fur .ill im|Hirts from the 
USSR (hmugli our exjxuts. on a hing 
term basis. Crediis m^e offered rang¬ 
ing from ^ to g to 12 imd even to 15 
voai s with i yeiii s' grace periinl and an 
iiiteU'st rale ot only per cent in 8 
pi*r cent. Iheir prices were generally 
more leasnnahle llum those of the US 
c-ven III Hums which the US was willing 
lu supply The US would nol vll us 
sophist iculed military equipment am! 
muchinery which iht Soviets did. The 
rc-sult was that our evonnmic and tech¬ 
nical ciHiperaiion with the USSR in 
creas^-d rapidly, while it remained 
enmnaratively slntionarv with the 
USA Also, our pattern of trade with 
(he Soviets developed so Thai the- hulk 
of our i-xjK>iis lo them i ranging op in 
60 per cent) consisted of munnfac. 
lured and seinrprmvssed gmxls. With 
the USA most of ooi* trade is still 
ciiofined to traditional goods like jute 
textiles, cashs-wnuis, lea, handiciul(% 
«>lc Ilowi'Ver. theie is mu:h gre.ils-r 

scope fui developnu-ut ol indo U.S 
trade *n engineering gnnds, accessor¬ 
ies, spa reparts etc. and ol technologic 
aU‘<HiFKOH(ion. rf tho CS IS prep.iu d to 
iilKnalise some of hei import ami 
vv|rurl pulicies and I In- teims and 
conditions of transierot resunrvosiind 
lechnolngv ma-ws ihc dcvt-hqiiiig 
world. 

Thv mHiri ddfnnli.s in dealing wiili 
ihe VS IS I heir beliol dial hull a is 
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in^doininantly dependsni <iii them for 
economic aid. llte very luncept nf *aid' 
tvtnriK- Aid » not a urant or charity 
but credits un long ter/ns with iuw 
rates of interest. In most cases^ ii is 
tied up with using American equips 
menr. transport and shipping. In &f)ine 
cases, such as 'food aid' under PL 480. 
it created a huge rupee account in 
favour^ ut the US which became an 
irritant in our relations. Also, Presi 
dent lohnson's 'ship to mouth’ food 
Nupplies in the Sixties was shurtsight 
ud and lamamouni to a ‘carrot and 
stick’ policy. It proved counterpruduc- 
live. It gave a bad name to the US 
U'causc fund was used as a poliucai 
weapon to put pressure (»n India to 
change her policy towards Vietnam 
and the communist countries. It also 
dot erred India from launching her own 
food self-sufficiency drive and lulled 
us into a feeling of complacency. Of 
course, this was uur own fault and we 
vannot blame the US fur it 
The US HL 480 funds in India 
accumulated and assumed alarming 
pioiiortions. It was suspected by Indi* 
nil circles ihai these funds were being 
misused for US intelligence and >ub> 
version in this area. It took many years 
to gel this irritant out of the way. I 
recall lelling Nixon when 1 hed a 
private chat with him after the pre¬ 
sentation of my credentials, on 14 
June 1S7.V that this imum of PL 4841 
funds must be got out of the way. One 
nf the very few suggestions he 
accepted was this one. A settlement 
ahoui these funds was eventually 
reached in 1974 7S. 

When I was Ambassador to the USA, 
I said It publicly and privately that 
what Indio wanted was ‘trade, not aid.’ 
I addressed a hundred universities and 
ci'lleges, scures of press conferences 
(including the National Press Club and 
the Overseas Press Club in Washing 
ton D.C.l, Chambers of Commerce. 
World Affairs and Foreign Relations 
Councils during my three and a half 
vears* tenure as Ambassador of India 
to the USA. I appeared on C8S (Face 
the* Nation), ABC (ToDayl. the PBS 
und other TV channels aiM networks. I 
spoke at prestigious clubs like the 
Kxecuiive Club of Chicago, Asia Socle- 
ly. New York and the CommonweaUh 
Club. San Frxmcisco, 1 met editors at 
Kuo Pdolo. St. Luui;. San Diego. l«os 
Angeles, Minneapolis. Boston. Dallas 
and elsewhere. 1 used to spend half the 
mouth travelling and visited 45 of the 
50 States in the USA. The British 
Ambassador admitted to me that I had 
beaten his record. And everywhere i 
u*ent I tried to emphasise the need to 
develop Indn-US trade and mutual 
understanding of each other's prob* 
Jems. The people were responsive*. 
But the US administration was not too 
keen to develop trade with us—except 
un its own terms. Some Indians feel 
that the US wants to keep India depen 
dent on 'aid.' so that India may not be 
uUle to follow her independent pull 
cits, This will only drive India away 
from the US to utner friends. As long 
as America regards India as a 'beggar' 
nation and does not treat her as a 
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partner in trade and econosnic coop- 
eratkm. economic relations between 
the two will not proper, lo fact, they 
will only become irriianis and prevent 
coopeniion in ocher fields. 

I quote below, verbaiinv an anonv* 
mous .lerier dated 14 May 1974 from 
"an American Taxpayer" that I re¬ 
ceived as Ambasu^ In WaahingtoR. 
He had enclosed with the letter half a 
dosen contraceptives. I am quoting 
this letter oiiJv to show to my fellow 
citirens the feelings among some 
American taxpayers about India, even 
though it may give an exaggerated 
pic lure. 


Unless and until India is able to 
stand on her uwn feet, and atopa 
betf^ for ^d' from America, our 
rewiona cannot improve to any ilgni- 
fkant degree. But wmh India b^omes 
strong and stable in the economic, 
political and defence fields. America 
will have to attach water priority and 
imporcince to Ind^US relationv Ac 
present, we are very low on their list of 
priorities, while they feature very high 
on ours. This unbalanced and unequal 
relationship between ‘the two largest 
democracies in the world' cannot en¬ 
dure. Ii will have m change, for better 
or vrorse. It cannot remain static. 


My dear Ambesudor; 

I trust yeui Office U organised 
rid«(|ua(ely for you to conuder the 
urgent need suggested by the en- 
dDsed may be ii ihrmld haw bten 
veni lo your faiher. 

My long smouldering desire to help 
Indie and other over populaied 
arvas became fire Im nigbi on 
viewing NBC's Chancellor's tooiage 
and comments oh hunger in your 
and other areas. 

He. as perhaps you. and millions of 
others, ix du|M by the wrong 
prioni»e>. the atiached is No. t. not 
food, which should have been 


As kmc u Aacrlea ngsfSi 
liilli as a‘Wav’uttoB 
and dssi Bst Mai bsr u a 
partBsr k Mde and sssaa- 
fflle esopentlai, sscBSBls re- 
iaOsDs tstwasi tbs im will 
nst praspsr. In kst. tbS7 Ml] 
snijr bseoBS Mtuta- 


VMMis. One doesn't start building a 
bridge by trying to bang the span on 
the sky. One bi^ns with pier found- 
ations. 

One begins to solve your hunger 
problem by limiting popuJatioo. 

Lven il I had all the money in the 
win’ld. 1 wouldft'i help feed any 
other people at least uotil ibeir 
families were es small as mine: 3 
kids. 

You ought to be ashamed of your¬ 
self for trying lo make me feel 
guilty. Bui ihc-n you are probablv 
inca^hle of shame. 

However, it is no use blaming onlv 
the US for this. The fault leas mucb 
ourx. if noi more. Why can we not 
make better use of our natural re¬ 
sources and human talents and skilb? 
We have tnc third largest number of 
scientific end technical trained per- 
socinel in the world. Why can we not 
utilise them in our own country and 
why do they have to go abroad and 
seek employment there' The brain 
drain is something ibai Ihould set ui 
thinking. It ii not America's fault, but 
our own I ack of i mag mat ion and effort, 
that leads lo this colossal loss of brain 
power which has been trained at the 
expense of the Indian taxpayer. 


'nd^US relarioRs present a piciuro 
misunderstanaings, raiscilcula- 
tiofts and missed opportuniriet. This 
became even clearer between l%1 
than it bad in the previous decades 
The US made attempts to bolster 
Pakistan against India through injec¬ 
tions of large doses of military equip¬ 
ment. TWa shock of this bad been 
somewbai softened by the assurance! 
given by Eisenhower to Nehru that the 
US arms to Pakistan were meant to 
contain intenaiionsi communism and 
would not be used aisinsi India. 

Eiaenhowar’s visiis to India in 
19S7 and 1999 and the very warm 
reception given to him created hopes 
of some improvement in Indo-US rela¬ 
tions. These hopes were sustained 
partly by the economic assistance 
AmerKi gave to India, and the abs¬ 
ence of any military gonflict between 
India and rakiiian fruai 19S0 to iStS. 
However, this did not lead to any 
significant improvement in ihe politic¬ 
al field because the US administration 
continued to cake an anti Indian arti 
tude and to support Pakistan's posi¬ 
tion on the Kashmir question, in and 
outside the UN. 

The 19^1-1971 decade led to a furth¬ 
er deterioration of relations between 
the two countries except for a brief 
period during John Kennedy's Pres¬ 
idency. The strong denunciation by 
the US admin)streiion of India's action 
to liberate Goa. not only surprised but 
shocked the Indian government and 
public. The British and US opposition 
CO India’s action was m sharp contrast 
to the suppon given by the Soviet 
Union on Goa and the Kashmir ques- 
tiw. 

America and Britain shut their eyes 
to the Jong history of India's srrug^e 
for freedom. India had won her inde¬ 
pendence from Britain through a 
peaceful, non-violent struggle. The 
French had agreed lo wich^w from 
(heir three sn^ colonies (Pondicher¬ 
ry. Chandennngore and Mahe) 
gracefully, soon »St9T the Briti&h with 
drawal. mit the Portuguese refused to 
agree to ibo patient and peaceful 
pbas of India for 14 long years to 
urithdraw from Goa. Daman and Oliw- 
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the 3 colonial WamUhea left oa tbe 
face of free India. 

Inftoad of approcUcini India'a 
peaceful and patient effem, the 
An|lo*Am«rjcao allies of Portuia) 
cTKidied India. India had to aend Ew 
form into Goa to atop the euuaacre of 
unarmed Goans and people from 
adjoining itate of Mahamahtra and 
the bomoardinent of the Indian coast 
by Portuguaae warships. 

I was posted in London at the tlma 
and was asked by BBC TV to appear in 
an interviaw with Richard Dimblaby 
on their live Panorama proBramne. 
When 1 asked Dimbleby, in reply to his 
question, how the British government 
end people woul4 react to a foreign 
power committing atrocities on their 
peaceful people in Birmingham or 
Manchester, be replied,"Sir, lam here 
to ask you questions and not to answer 
^urs *1 retorted, "because you can't." 
Later he admitted to me xh€ iustness 
uf our action and 1 received many 
congratulatory letters from both Indi* 
ans and Britons. 

I am mentioning this to emphasise 
the wide gap between British public 
opinion and the British government at 
the lime. It was almost as wide as that 
between the US adminiitretion's poU* 
cy iind the US public opinion during 
the Bangladesh crisis. Governments 
are often way behind public opinion in 
most countries, ff only public opinion 
could be mobilised more effeaively, in 
between general elections, and make 
Its voice heard, governments would be 
Cfimpelled to change some of their 
<iu(dated policies. Unfortunately, 
there is often a long time lag. FoUti* 
cians whose lust for power isiosetiebte 
are insensitive to the loss of • few 
thousand human lives in order to keep 
themieivti in power. This is what 
happened in regard to US policy to* 
wards VietAiffl and Camboola. 


OUm a OuBle fMtdeit Wik fliloB aad imaclBtaai 
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tbe White Boom Ae D8 adiiliiliMtlaa pM ataf tha baalM 
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Coming beck to Ind^US relacipna, 1 
recall the ecatemept of US Seoetajy of 
Stet^ Chnatian Uerter, regarding Chi> 
na’s illegtl and fordbla occupetlM of 
tndiao Aatai Chin. He said it wias a far 
off piece in which Amcrice was pm 
inieresied. It rcpdnded oe of an ear* 
lier sta lament by Neville Chamber< 
lain, the Bntlah Frine Minister, re^ 
aarding Caechoelovakia in IS3S...*that 
far off land, those strange pe^le". 

US polior is often a mucture ot ad 
hocism and their sbonierm perceotion 
of American securtiy interests, hf^ 
than a year is spent in the US Free 
idential election campeiga and about a 
year in settling down after the elMiion 
u over. In between hardly iwo wars 
are left to chalk out longterm policies. 
Events overtake ibem. crim arise and 
are dealt with on ad hoc basis. And so 
policy niakiag in the USA goes on from 
crisis to crisis, in spite of all their 
paraphernalia, computers and data 
banks, h is unlortunate. but it is a fact 
of US life. I have seen it at first band 
in many iotcances—relating both to 
US domestic as well ss foreign policy. 

Unless s dynamic President with 
viston and inamnation comes to the 
White House, m US o^inistration 
goes along tbe beaten track, from 
precedent to precedent.* A US Presi* 
dent who is everage or modiocre be* 
comes a prisoner of his bureeucratic 
advisers who wield calosaal power 
without responsibility to anyone ex* 
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cept the President. This may ba trua of 
most heads of govemmePts-«but at 
least in psrliamemary democrmclaa, 
they are accountable to dteir Parllo* 
ments which keep them on their roes 
all tbe tiae. Also and perhaps more 
significantly, the impact of thu dafect 
in the lees important couotrias is not 
so great on otner coontriaa, as In tha 
of a world power such aa the USA. 

The US is a colossus that is capable 


of doing great 
ible di 


capat 

iflicti 


ctmg 


lat good to or ml 

incalculable damage on other coun* 
tries. So is the USSR, but there at 
lessi, the President, the General* 
Secretary of the Parry end the Prime 
Minister are subject to tbe polii* 
bureau. Only when a single autocratic 
leader, like Stalin, combines in his 
person two important posts of Party 
Secretary*General and Prime Minie 
ter, is he capable of causing grave 
damage. A leader like Bmhnev, on 
the other hand, who ii sensitive to the 
hopes and aspirations of his own 
pie and the need for detente and 
peace, is capable of relauog Interna 
rional tensions, as he proved In 
reaching SALT I agreement with tbe 
US and the Helsinki Accord, it ii 
perhaps not appreciated In tbe US 
admiaiitrerion that Breahntv's sue* 
ceeaon nay become tougher. Brash* 
nev offers the Inst chance for echleV' 
ing SALT 11, end dtteota for many 
years re come. 

UnfomuiaieJy. tha US baa thrown 
yn no outstanding leader since Frank* 
lu Rooaevelt. Jena Kennedy had the 
mekingof agreet President. HN aesea 
siMiion In 1963 WM a great loss dot 
only to Anertca but to the 
world. I remember attendlni a ombo* 
rial service In his honour in e Moscow 
churek where Rhniihchev elao eime. 
There were tetri in hlj eyei end ht 
fell It abnoit as a persenel loss, He bad 
up tbe young President In VIM* 
nem le iMl u e tough nan but with a 
vlaim of thi world which Khniihchev 
admired. 

Rennedy*! departure from the scene 
was a great blow to Indo US relations. 
Ht had in his State of the Union 
Maasege delivared bMora Congress on 
30 Jifluery 1961, praised "the loanng 
idaellim ot Nebru^ which no US PresL 
dent bis done since. His wife, Jae* 

& Une, cepiiveied the heerisof many 
ani when she came to India In 
early 1962. If Kennedy had lived, it Is 
possible ihat our relations with the US 
would hive been put on an even keel, 
oa the basis of mutual respect end 
understanding 

However, even John Kennedy be* 
came a prisoner of his circumstances, 
to some extent. His Bay of Pigs adven* 
lure was a fiasco. But his states* 
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msnchip pr«Teii(«d the Cuban crisis 
from escalating into a thmio«nuclear 
hi^ocaust. His attitude to the Sino' 
Indian war of 1962 was sympathetic to 
India. But some of his advia^ tried to 
use it as a lever to put pressure oa 
India; they failed. It was an opporrun- 
ity America could have utilised to 
bring India closer to herself, but she 
missed it. The US administration tried 
to tie Indian down in a joint defence 
Met with Pakistan, which went direct¬ 
ly egainsr India's policy of nonalign* 
ment and peace. Instead of appreciat¬ 
ing India's poiential value and 
strategic importance, US experts tre* 
ated us ai if vre were ■ client state and 
wanted us to make imcmsible conces¬ 
sions to Pakistan on Kashmir. 

W hrn a country, especially with.a 
proud and ancient civilisation 
like tliat of India, is in difficulty, she 
appreciates gestures of friendship bui 
reacts sharply to any attempts to pot 
pressure on her. This is how the oppor¬ 
tunity was lost. To safeguard her 
securiiv, India had, of necessity, to go 
to the Suviei Union tii buy essential 
military equipmeni which the Amer¬ 
icans were not willing to supply even 
ar this critical juncture of Indian his¬ 
tory. 

What was significant was that in 
spitu of lictng a s^icialist country, the 
USSR eveniually aided with nuna- 
ligned India and not with In socialist 
brother, China. 

I recall a conversation wiihKhrush 
chev in this regard. He told me that 
Chine was their brother and India 
their friend. How could they.take sides 
in the Sino-lndian quarrel? I replied. 
“If my broihoT hits my friend, 1 shall 
not welch silently but do swnvthing 


about ii.”Khruabchev smiled and said. 
“Ah, Chin* » not such a small brother. 
But we shall see what we can do. We 
have been telling them since 19S9 not 
ro fight with India.** 

* Of course, the Soviets had (heir own 
quails with China. They helped In¬ 
dia because ii was in (heir own in¬ 
terest to do so. But why could *aot 
America see ii in a similar Ughr?Thc 
Sino-US thaw had noi yet s(irted->it 
had to wait till Nixon came to power in 
his second term of office. India was 
like a 'brother' lo America, in the 
Kbrushchevian sense.while China was 
far from being their 'friend' at the 
rime. Why then did America prevari¬ 
cate. hesitate and vacillate in taking 
(he one slab (hat would have won the 
hearts of all Indians, ie. promise to 
sell India weaMni she badly needed to 
defend herself against the Chinese 
threat^ 

India was capahle of defending her¬ 
self without any foreign troops or 
bases on her sou. Ii w^d not have 
involved the US troops on (he ground. 
And yet the US pot conditions on theit 
help which a nontligned independent 
India could not accept. Was it because 
the US adninistraiion considered 
Pakistan a better friend* whom they 
could twist and turn as they liked? 
Was it because America did not like 
nonaligned India to gain any clout? If 


so, ii was a very Short-sigbtndLpohcy ns 
future events showed. Or wgait t^e 
'parity complex* between India and 
Pakistan which inhifaited them? 
Perhaps, it was a mixture of aJI thase 
and other extraneous considerations. 

How could you equate India and 
Pakistan? India was live times the site 
and p^ulanon of PakiMn. She had a 
nucR longer frontier by land and sea, 
(0 defend. She was facing a threat 
from China, unlike Pakisian. Or was it 
ihat the US administration was prop* 
ping up Pakisiao deliberately to cut 
Indu 'down to site?' In either case, it 
was a shortsighted policy which could 
not and did not succeed. 

After the lndo>Pak conflict, 
when Pakisian could not win, in spite 
of US Patun tanks and Sabre jets, the 
US administration did appear to hava 
second thoughts. It Inwsed a ban on 
arms supplies to both India and Pakis¬ 
tan. If iney had continued this policy, 
it IS possible that our relations would 
hava improvad considartbly both with 
Pakisian and America. 'Diis policy wa« 
nut onlv not continued but became 
even worse against India as Nixon 
aKended the Aaierica« throne. 

After Kennedy's aisassination, Pres¬ 
ident Johnsnn tried to continue for a 
while hi.s predeceswr's polky. John¬ 
son's domestic policy was much 
appreciated by his people and others. 
But hix foreign policy swerved to ■ 

E tvre of 'toughness' vis-e-m Russia, 
tnan and even India. Johnson 
was a tough Texan and perhaps be¬ 
lieved that he could drive the people 
of Asia into the American fold as 
easily as he could the dumb cattle on 
his ranch. It was not easy o^simpla. 
His policy in Vietnam failedlind he 
had to give up the idea of staiming for 
a second term because U5 panic opin¬ 
ion was againsi his Vietnam policy. 

Towards India, Johnson made some 
friendly gestures, like attending our 
Auibassadur's dinner in honour of 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. But on 
matters that were of vltel interest to 
us, he continued to be tough. Even on 
the question of food eid which India 
badly needed during three successive 
yws of drought and floo^ in the 
Sixties, he took the grace out of this 
great gesture by adopting a 'ship' to 
mouth* policy and keeping us hanging 
on from month to month. On the 
whole, however, Johnson was not anti- 
India as his succesabr Nixon was. Even 
with regard to the ^wing relations 
between India end the Soviet Union, 
his attitude was pragmatic and not 
antagonistic like that of Nixon. He 
tried to adop a neutral policy between 
India and nkisten, after the 1965 
conflict, unlike Nixon who was da- 
linitely boatUe to ua. • 
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INDO-BJINGLADESH RELATIONS 

Arbitration might open 
doors and save faces 


CHANCHAL SARKAR reporii from Dacca 


W hen India'i lint high 
comnitsientr to Bang* 
ladesb. Mr Subioui Dun. 
was leaving at the end of 
hit term no one from the 
Bangiadesn foreign reiniitrv came to 
see him off. The chief of protocol 
arTtvid huffing and puffing at the 
airport after the aircraft's ooon had 
closed and it was rolling towards the 
runway. Thai is ona side of the picture. 
Gen. A. G. Osmanl, who as coBunan* 
der>in*chlef of the Mukti Bahini fought 
shoulder to shoulder with the lodUns, 
was treated vrith outrageous indiffer* 
ence and neglect by India’s military 
typ e s he wasn't even Inriied to be 
pTWni at the Pakistani surrender. 

Relationships between countries arc 
lot entirely propped up by rational 
actera. In his 1$ months in Deeca <tn 
1972*73) Mr Dutt had seen the Indo* 
MngUoeth relationship wither. When 
le came it was roses all the way; 
>ffore he left he had to ba protected, 
knd yet he had rushed from Dacca to a 
mblnet meeting in Delhi to plead 
luccestfullT with a reluctant food 
nioister, Ur FakKnsddln Aii Ahmed, 
'or f oodgralni for Bangladesh at a tioie 
ehan tbara was a drought la India. In 
isoil year 1971*72 as much aa fts 200 
iroraa wu spent from the Indian 
>udgii on Bangladesh. No wondar Mr 
>uit ratumad a aad and disilluiJoned 
nan. 

But banaath ttat irrationaildas there 
ira rational undarpinninga. It wu 
Ulya of India to aspect any longlaii* 
ng paean of gratitude. CaoMliocally 
i was a stroke of huge g^ fortune to 
'lava ipUntarad PakrstatL aatahUsblng 
Indii'a superiority in tna subconti* 
lent. That achiavad, it wai too much 
io aspect gratitude aa wall. Ona cannot 
SOM for naaemony. even If benign, 
uid pMl it on aa altruiam. Bangladiih, 
Ml CM ocher band, bad tasted suff arlng 
:o the drags and wanted a place in the 
mn as anlndepeodani country and it 
ivdiy wanted to atart with the tauge 
:if a client state. The Ban^dash 
imed forces, rightly or wrongly, saw 
the Indian millUry InterventioB aa 
Having robbed them of ibe glory of 
Ireeing their country. After Ubmdon, 
(00, the Baogladeah ar^ continued to 
be furious with India because It 

a t Indie bad advised Uujib that 
desh needed a smalf army. 
Meanwhile radical groups saw the in' 
tervention as damming the natural 


demonstrate its independence. Pan* 
Islamic links with Che world's Muslim 
states is one such option which in any 
case it takes seriously. 

Indian diplomats and Bangladesh* 
watchers alM refer with unfaifing reg* 
ularity to a *profeMoaal anti'lndian 
lobby'* which has raised its head at 
crucial owments end made settlement 
impoaalble on all centrally important 
issues Uke Farakka and natural ps. 
They link such a lobby firmly to the 
orthodoB Islam k elements, though the 
enreme left troops, underground and 
oyerground, in Bangladesh also have 
consistently warned against Indian 
“impmalism" and an Indian "Monroe 
Doctrine* for the region. These are 

S ups which are very often wedded to 
nese ideas; even the Americans 
have their supporters who are anti* 
Indian. But even u part of tbe elector* 
al game the irretiooal arguments have 
had irresistible appeal, oipraally at 
tbe hands of a master punUdsi like 
Miulaiu Bhasbani who could make 
the people's flesh creep frith scary 
peopagasda. Tbe Maulasa was lavisn 
in lus praue for Indian balp during tba 
dark months of the liberatioa ttruigie. 
But i f^Ue after returning to Bang* 
ladeah he changed bis story to cey chat 
ha had been Interned by Mn Candhil 
And m Indleo diplomacy watdted 
'hflpleasly u Indian poptUarky west 
downhill on ikldi. ahored by owing* 
eiflg aUwtfont about clauees b tlie 
25*year Tretty of FrlendahJp. Coepwa* 
lion and Peece: wholeaele bot and 
destruction by tbe lodiaa mg; relent* 
l«ta nugiUng responalbM w all tbe 
guotldiin economic orlyatiofit of 
langladeihl life; prbani of eaceu 
BiDgladeahi currency notes is fndb to 
fuel Inflation, and so ea. Halplesa, 
because even SbelkhUu^bi wbolcaew 
tbe fects about the secret clauses or 
about Ma]. Jalil'i aUetaciofts that he 
was arrastea because Ee oppoaed the 
Indian arsv ramonag chinK refused 
to set the record leriigbt. ^ srould 
make general statements in hii 
speeches espressbimtitude for Isdi* 
i's contnbiMn leuAgladesh’s free* 
dco but shied nww from refuting any 
specifk charges, isia wes a pity hi- 
cause as a Cypriot provorb uy*t two 
thinp spread most swiftly gossip and 
a forest fire. Eree when the Sheikh 


claimed that the criticism of India was 
really a criticism of him, it was com* 
fomible for him to have India as a 
punching to absorb tbe criticism 
tor high prices and shortage of eaten* 
tial commodities. The Sneikh must 


have thought it astute electoral 
strategy but that, as well as other 
actions of his, showed that he wes 
unable to rise to the challenges of 
post*Uberition politics and he shar* 
pened tbe political divisions in the 
country. 

It was also BNP election strategy, 
exasperated Indians say, that causeo 
the Bangladesh government to discov* 
er New Moore island (South Taipatty). 
They knew about thg Indian survey 
ship, the Indians claim, but after Mrs 
Hanna Weied returned to Bangladesh 
and the election battle began to warm 
up, the BNP governmimt needed some* 
chiiu to raise the natlonalistjc hackles 
of Bangladesh cititens. India bean't 
been so communication conscious 
either Tve seen no positive and offi* 
cial denials of the looting of the Chit* 
tagong naval base headouarten 
(which Lawrance Lifschulu allages in 
his book), or any official statement 
about how many courrmirtlals took 
place for offences In Bangladesh aad 
DO eiplination for not inviting Gen. 
Osmani to the Pakistani surrander. 


F rom heady gratitude to rou^* 
toneuad complaints li i big 
chania. 1 was In Dacca on Ubarscion 
Day, 16 Dfctnbar 1971, and cha dui 
aftar when victory ipirklad In tM 
atraati. No Indian soldier or eivlllia 
could walk safely down in lU^ with* 
out being hugged or dragied home for 
tae. Only thoH iteapad m dlptomailc 
hiJtory-»who bava seen many sugary 
raliHoDshIps turn sour—might hava 

S radleiid what ewtntually heppentd, 
seaior UKICB? offidel has re* 
counted that shortly after Liberatloni 
people showed him the daaaie and 
destructioa caused by Pakistani sol* 
diers. A few months later be was 
shown the same devastatloa as the 
handlworit of Indlen soUdersi 
Indian bewlldarmaoi turned to 
irritecioo Hng^ later with peevish* 
ness at the orfieiil level—a peevish* 
MSS which wu to affect negocktiooi 
aad respenMi to even eminently 
reesonsbie Bangladeshi reouefts in 
later year s . But m tbe early Bevaatlei 
Indie Wa the brunt of tbe blame for 





alaoit all ills without 

It MSy to accept that much of 
le twists 


it was Uahad to the twists aod tuns of 
BaailadMti's mimval politic^whera 
BfauttOk for itmnco, odco the most 
hated man in Banaladesh, coiUd be 
pvaa a rouslai walraae ob his fint 
eWt to Dacca after Uberatioe. Later 
President Zli too blew hot or cold 
aecofdiaa to the promptlnts of donMs- 
dc pdmes. 

But lust as there wUJ never aaaln be 
that fervid amotlonallsa of post* 
libentioo months so there mldht not« 

•t least in tba comlni two or thm 
pean>-end who can predict for Ion* 

S ir?—be eny sherp dip In rela* 
QBships. Since the departure el 
Sheikh Ifujib Mrs GandhtH govern 
ment hos probably oot been so forth¬ 
coming with the succeeding govern¬ 
ments. The Janata in its brim regime 
was aemewhat more conciltatory but 
Mri Gandhi*! govtrnment has dedd^ 
to ''Jiw-iaw’’ on ail Che issues that 
surface between the two countries. 

Soma natural optimists, peg^ng 
their hopes on the Presidential elec¬ 
tion results already set signs of aignifi- 
cant improvement. The sweeping vic¬ 
tory. they say, has throwo up a confi* 
dent govammant and also weakened 
the fnnie parties and Islamic fun- 
dsmentallsti But contrarivrise, there 
ii an almost total eliminaiimi of tU 
“freedom fighters” from the higher 
retches of the BNP and the army and a 
distinct strengthening of the reaction- 
arv and non-secular forces in the 
caolnat For 8engJadash>witchers 
this is an indication mat relations with 
Pakistan will grow even more cordial. 

It is as if the ”^nnah BNP” has, for the 
moment, grown stronger then the “Zia 
BNP,” eiptcially in Parliament. 

004$ this Imply chat relatioot with 
todia will curdle? Ironictily, in the 
early Sevaniiec. at the tune of the 
Simla conieranca, Bangladesh was 
apprahtnslva last India make a quick 
peace with Pakistan forgetting Bang* 
ladeeb's Interests. Today India Is wary 
In ease Bangladesh uts tec ..ose to 
Pakistan, to the poasibla decrlnaent of 
Indian intaraiti in the lubcontlnant. 
Within recant weeks, for lostanca 
Bangladaah made a lightning sugar 
mill deal sdtb PtUstan while Tor tndi* 
gn proiicta talk is batted to and fro for 
months and years. 

The Partkka ipeamant on the shar¬ 
ing of Ganga waiars runs out In 1982- 
And this makes It a declilvt year for 
bidp<Bin|ladaah relariona. Pgrtkka 
baa airei^ become almoat I symbol of 
•tttehood for BaAgUdeshU lad the 
lndlg*bglteri never eeue to itir these 
witerSi Agregment at t rechnkgl. 

te rgM level is virtually impeaal* 
urn the two prepoNli art vary 
fv apart India wants a tygtam ef 
liik-caiials to brtng the waters of the 

Brahmaputra into the Ganna god fluah 
out CalcuM pert. BaoglanM waoti a 
euaiber oi aoMOucted in Nepal 
to aujiaent tha flow of the Ganai, a 
propoMl which it hei aot worked out 
m any. desaU. Nepal's view is net 
known as Bangladaah waats a Joint 
approach to bo mad# to Xathaandu. 

giirsr An the popu/ar maedsreN 


The isaue bristles with pros and cons 
aad a aoludcm cno never be CDythifig 
but political, tlie rvro foreign minis- 
lars are to meet sometime in Jumary 
(after the «***»«>g of the forein secre¬ 
taries during January 8-15). But it U 
doubtful if in the Indian and Bang- 
ledosbi systems evea foreign ministers 
can solve Ptnkka. Uhiffletely Presi- 
deal Seetv end Prime Miais^ Indira 
Gandhi must sattla tha Issue. 

The land border or evea the marl 
daa bordar is aot en iniiucubU prob- 
lam. A let of procrass bei bean meda 
in demarcating tha froatiar. On 
aQ othm issues ba it tha selUng of 
narural us to India or the reUws» chat 
gees to Tripura through Bai^sdesb— 
the seiliog will be smooth ittbe deci¬ 
sions arc taken at what the secrviariai- 
waiias call a “high political level ” In 
reality this means the President end 
(he Prime Minister. The moat sensitive 
index an 1982 and beyond will be 
Farakka. where BangladM is the low¬ 
er riparian country and ihertlora 
mert vulnerable. 

Copybook diplomacy-^Congrets of 
Vienna stuff larded with tfemarckes. 
aid menoires and tba rest—is perhaps 
quiie unsuitod for dealings Detweea 
&die and its doae neigbbow Taasios 
with them, with Fakastan principally, 
has kept the countries in penury and 
instability for 14 years and the end is 
nowhere in sight. Bangladesh con- 
tioaaes to be a stewpot of interaationml 
interests. The only parries glad about 
this must be the sujw powers, for the 
subcontinent remains unstable and is 
an avid customer for leaks, fighter- 
plants, misailas and submannet. 

A new wav of conducting relations is 
necessan. A new approach taken out 
of Geadhiii's took, else (here is little 
cJaimini him as the 


E ven a recital in 
ly. In 1982 it will 


point in cJaiming him as the inspira¬ 
tion of Indian poUdes. If a foreign 
instance is needed (hes it should be 
the kind of uutlativt wbkh Cen. 
George Marshall took when ho offered 
help to i devaataced Europe after 
World Wet D or whea Anwar Sadat 
made tha draaadc flight to Jarvsalam 
in <a vain ?) march for peace. On 
uiuas like Now Moore laland—in feet 
on moat iasuei betwee n Bengiedesh 
and ladi^arbiiratioa mk^t open 
doors and aave leeaa where setloMit 
pride makes fleslMUty Impossible. 
Thera era too euny uonanirai ele¬ 
ments in the relitloaship between the 
two clcM neighbours. Slooi 197$ no 
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Indien ardste has 
Decca on Republic usy. 
again be possible but the concessioo 
snows up the tragic ridiculousaess of 
the relerionshlp. 

WIU the poUticil loadenhip in both 
couamet m capable of taking a new 
humenist roed? It would be foolish to 
discount the roedblocks. Indian obser¬ 
vers—ambtsaadon downwards—have 
talked about civil service and army 
Bkinda, moulded is Pakisian and hence 
trained to hate India, which lake the 
major dfcisiDDS in Bangladasb. And 
tbm art the minds that ara once 
again on top. tilamic sentiment is a 
powerful factor and it played upoa by 
Imporuat lectioni within the country 
as well is by looie Islamic staler. But it 
seems inconceivable that the powerful 
niilonaUsm of languaaa which gave 
Bangladesh form end life after relmion 
had proved to be a hollow tJe.wiu not 
uiiimiteW pravail. If it does net Bang¬ 
ladesh will M walking backwards Into 
the future. But BaQilideshi diploma- 

S % like In Nepal, wul surely play- the 
sld aad set Nkisian off against India 
for its benefit. Unless, that Is to aey, 
India can iniriate a New Diplomacy 
towerda its neighbours. 

At the moment there are only a few 
straggling straws in the wind. One is 
ihe dMisum to talk on all subjects and 
talk ^ten. Aether is to concentrate 
oti giving an economic overlay on 
polinca] relations. At the Indian end 
there is the hope that the rise in 
bilateral trade in the last IVt to three 
years will have s qukk impact on 
relations There is now enough of a 
vested interest In Bangladeshis busi¬ 
ness community to want to keap the 
trade channels open. 

But there is vary much more to 
relations chan trade. Since language is 
Bangladesh's Uving and moving force, 
culture should be the steel cable to 
bind West Benwl, India aad Bang¬ 
ladesh to|eiber. Just now It is no more 
then i tUmsy knotted thread. Tha 
iadifferenct « both countries' admi¬ 
nistrations to a rich cultural exebaage 
is truly amasing. Indlffaranca is, more 
ecouniely, the Indian attitude, while 
Bangiediah has an intuitive feer of 
cultural “invaaion" which stami from 
t pa^Qlofkal Insecurity unworthy of 
it. The madia in both countrlai. 
whether official or private, do no btr- 
lar tod aorve only to ralnforea the 
prejudiced itartotypes of people. 

In punulag humane rtlationa tho 
Uberu alaaiants In tha Indian foralin 
alolatrv will have to argue tenaelouaiy 
with enan who aro more emuerva- 
rivo. As in ovttythlngi Mrs (Mndhi's 
prodileetloM will probably walgh 
more than erefoasletw Judgi^t. But 
tho mero important doMndoont In 
rtiehiflg commoniOAiUaL. orderly 
and emCihteoed ^arioM wlil proly 
ably be iinglodoiik bMauae it ii more 
unatablo, beMusa It has in aged Praii* 
degt wboaa health Is a quaatlon marie 
But most of all because of in highly 

B 'led army which under Gan. 

is now making a datarmlntd 
and open bid to have a substantial lay 
in tha running of country N 
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Poland: Socialism by 

martial law 


T he unthinkable has ha{^ 
pan^ History baa ooce 
auln surprisH everyone. 
Uariial lew has been de¬ 
clared in a "socialist state" 
and its (irsc decrees have not boM 
dissimilar from the teclaratioo of 
martial law in other Mris of the 
world; strikes banned press cen¬ 
sored. books seised or burnt, trade 
unionists iaphsoned. inieilMtu^ 
tortured and studenu assaulted by 
armed hooligans Poland is bewil¬ 
dered. shaken and traumatised. 
Soma Poles refuse to believe that it 
is their own army that is mflktini 
the damage "Th^ are Russieoj in 
Polish ucuforms," is the most com¬ 
mon abuse, but it is not true- Eanco 
herlinguer, the leader of the Italian 
Communist Party, eipressed his 
shock snd snger with the following 
words: *Th« epoch opened up ^ 
the victory of the Russian revolu¬ 
tion hat now ended " Sli^tly ea< 
aggerated, possibly, but expressing 
a feelina which is gaining ground. 

One of the forbidden zones in the 
USSR, China. Eastern Europe and 
other post*t;apitalisi societies was 
the precise role of the army. It was 
the party which, was in command 
and the army that was subordinate. 
Those who threatened to breach 
this iron law were punishH severe¬ 
ly: Khrushchev accused Marshal 
Zhukov of Bonapartist ambitions 
and sacked him. Mao and Chou<en 
Lai claimed to have uncovered a 
plot by Lin Piao to carry throuib a 
military coup and purged the parly 
and army of all those claiming to 
support him In Yugoslavia and 
Cuba it was the political organisa¬ 
tion (bat led the guerrilla war 

So what went wrong in Poland? In 
the first piKe we have lo say that 
the decision of the Polish army to 
take over was not sudden. It had 
been prepared for the preceding 
^ar and had the suppi^ of the 
Soviat leaders and a hardline fac¬ 
tion in the pany led by Stefan 
Ohsowski Tbe fact that an entry by 
Russian and East German troops 
(something wnKh still caflnot oe 
excluded if the Polish soldiers 
mutiny) would have ioflaned 
nationalist passions is mdi^utable. 
The Polish Communist Parry was 
badly divided and sbell-shocked. It 
could nol deliver the goods. There 
was a political vacuum in Poland 
for nearly a year. It could have 
been fUlM by Solidarity if its lead- 
ars had possessed the requisite 
strategy and organised ness 
tekeover of the country. But Wtlese 
wei under (he influence of the 
church aod Ihe church was busy in 
working out daala with tbe 
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bureeucrucy. tbe radicals In Soli¬ 
darity were defeated by tbe church. 
Walesa was convinced (bat nothing 
could damage Solidarity internally. 
Tbe Polish workers had for several 
months a chance of sciting class 
power, but they lacked a resolute 
end confident leadership. The gap 
bad to be filled somehow as politics 
abhors a vacuum. The erasv had 
filled i(. but at tremendous cost. 

Within 24 hours of the military 
takeover it appeared (bat all the 
hopes of "socialist renewal” and 
workers' democracy had been 
crushed overnight. WiU Poland now 
become like post-*88 Ciechoilova- 
kia? It is yet too soon to answer this 
question. But the Polish Communist 
Party is being puned of dissidents 
and freethinkers. Creative Thought 
has been banned I learnt some 
days ago that Adam Michnik and 
Jacek Kuron. two intellectuals 
closely identified with the secular 
wing of Solidarity, had been tor¬ 
tured JB priM. 

The Foljsn events do raise, as 
Berlinguer sugg^s. more profound 
questions. The first is also the old¬ 
est. Do these reghoes an Eastern 
Europe have anything in common 
with socialisni? Tbe distance be¬ 
tween the vision td a socialist socie¬ 
ty adumbrated by Man and Leain 
and the rwelity of the USSR and 
Eastern Europe is imraeose. After 
all,* what form of socialism is it that 
has to rule againct rhe will nf the 

people? Economkally, (hese states, 
despite huge advances, remain au¬ 
stere and backward, their lotal out¬ 
put constrained by scarcity, their 
average productivity of labour km. 
Politically, they are dominated by 
authoritarian state apparatuses 
which deny civil libenies to the 
maascs of immediait producers, ea- 


prophatwg their nghrs of aasocia- 
tkm and organisatlM. Culturally, 
they preserve a rigid monopoly of 
the means of communication, a rep¬ 
ressive regulation of Ideas. 
Buroaucrocy u the master of social 
life. Every hope that these could bd 
transformed through aell-reforflu 
bes now been thaiiered. A former 
member of the Czech party*! cen¬ 
tral committee, Mlynar, seid at a 
meeting in Vieoiia: "With martilj 
law in Poland ail hopes of e reform 
in communism have come to an 
end. The road ahead is one of 
revolution, difficult, arduous, full 
of pitfalls, but necessary 

In conclusion, and as a taken bf 
our solidarity, let us reprint a poem 
chat emerged from the Cdenik 
shmards in IddO: 

Tbe twenty-aocond demand 
Give over telling us you’re sorry 
What guili for pest mistakes you 
carry: 

Look 10 our faces, wean sUvm. 
Grey apd exhausted, like opr 
lives. 

Give over calliog ui to order; 
To discipline andnonest labour i 
Try seltexaminatioA when 
You call us *our dear coun- 
trymn...’ 

Give over classing us as craayi 
Anarchic, inexperienced, laay; 
Stop choking us with post or- 
glue; 

The place to sten reforms is-» 
you. 

Give over calling us the ,foe' 

Of all society, of our brother; 
Just count our numbers, end 
you'll know 

How strongly vre can help each 
other. 

Give over making us eat lies 
With lowered heads and ti^t- 
shut eyes, ^ 

And for our cultuxc, wait before 
One vast, monoponsHc store. 
Stop prising us apart with wedges 
Of conduct marlu end privilege 
Suppressing facts that do not fit 
And stewing hisuwy down the 
shit. 

Put back our words to what they 
mean, 

Words that grew empty and 
obscene. 

$0 we can live with dignity 
And work in solidarity. 

Give over (elling us you're sorry. 

Whet guilt for past mistakes you 
carry 

\>ook at our mothers end our 
wives. 

Grey and eihausted^Uke our 
lives. 

(hnonymous verges circulailDg fat 
the main ball of the strike la 
Gdensk. in August 19M). 


T$hq M writes from London 2 
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t Cii(foreiiare fullof surprises. 

r.rftm reckless, footloose 
l;> voungsters they seem togrow 
f .into concemetj, caring adults^ 
overnlgtit, The recklessness 
i doesn't .bother as much as - 
I ^perhaps their concern. 

5ecaUM it needs encourage- 
AmetW. rt needs nourishment, it 
• needi money. 

Dreams are only necessities 
;i tnat seem too far from your 
sap is real and 

fr'inllmidating but never too big 
ctobridge. 

. Bank of BarOda can bridge 
Une gap between you and your 

^dreams with a suitable 

- scheme. Schemes that help 
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CABINET RESHUFFLE 

Pranab Mukherjee’s 
personal triumph 

The reshulfle was not as drastic as expected 

New UvIM: l'ur«n hour after ihf ncw« avaiUble in the first week of 


of the chanfius m the urnoo counuil of 
ministers came^ the Delhi office of 
Si NiiAV was trvinft tu vnnvey the new) 
to the head office m Catrvlta. But the 
IMhoCalcuita tHeprintcr link was 
disru|wed. So wa^ the trunk telephone 
line. We checked the ilti of chanjitH 
carefully. No« cummunicatmnv mmis* 
ler Mr C. M. Stephen had not been 
changed. What then waa the purpose 
of the reshuffle? Yet. for pvrpeiual 
tiptimisK like o^. there wut a ray of 
hupt'. Mr YoMemlra Makwuna. who 
had proved his (Tunistvi ml acumen m 
the home mmisirv, hud been nhiftvd to 
communuatiom. as the lunlor mini*i- 
ter. INirhap^ Mr Makwana will he able 
lu make in« communications network 
Iwttrr. 

It was a mmh forvcust obout re^uf- 
fk'. The first indication of an impend* 
injt shakvup in ilie central mmistries 


November IWl. It was then thou^hi 
that Mrs Candhi would induct new 
ministers and chan(tc ihe portfolios of 
tome eaistinp ministers before the 
winter session of Parliament, which 
beKan on 2i November But nothing 
happened. On 4 January, smne of the 
rohables were snundM out by the 
M’s office They were told to await 
the reshuffle on 14 January, ibe 
secutHi anniversary of Mrs Gandhi's 
return iu power. But on that day too, 
all that happened was that Mrs Gandhi 
came inn with a revised SO'pnmi pros 
ramme. (Perhaps now it will be the 
turn uf Mr Rajiv (Mndhi to come out 
with a five poim prosramme. second, 
enlaritcd ai^ revised edition.) 

Mrs fUndhi met the President for 4S 
minutes on the Nth. The official hand* 
outs said that the President and the 
HM hod discussed national politics and 


the iniemaiional situation. And any 
speculation about cabinet chancea 
havi ns become like cryinf wolf, no oae 
in the press could have thou^i that 
the PM hod discussed the possilHlities 
of a cabinet reshuffle with the Presl* 
dent The 15 January reshuffle will 
Sive the new ministers a mouth to 

K epare for the bud|ei session of Par* 
iment. which starts on 15 Jpebru&ry. 
As usual, Mrs Gandhi retained an 
element of surprise. All the forecasts 
went awry. Where were the much 
talked about names: Mr L. K. Jha and 
Mr T. N. ICaul? Or. where were Mr 
Komlapiti Tripethi. Mr Vidya Choran 
Shukla and Mr Y. B. Chavan? Even 
those heads which were eipected to 
roll did not. Giani Zail Sin» sat fim 
in the north block office of the home 
minister. Mr Charanjit Chanena. in* 
stead uf being dropped, managed to 
add steel and mines to his second*in. 
command positioti st industry. Mr 
Shiv Raj Patil bowed out of the race tor 
(he chief mintsreha) ^addi in Bombay 
to be made the minister of steie for 
commerce, with independent cherpe. 

The bigfeit surprise was the shifting 
of Mr Pranab Mukheriec to finance 
and Mr Venkataramin^s appointment 
os the defence minister. Mr Mukha^ 
jee» who was the minister of state in 
the finance ministry, in charge of 

banking and insurance during the 
Emergency, hed been aspiring for the 
coveted finance portfolio for a long 
time. Bui thus for ne hod to be content 
with commerce with additional charge 














iA n««l and mines. He was reputed to 
he the author of the Bearer Bondv 
scheme, whkh has been a greet suc¬ 
cess as far as the government's point 
of view is concerned. And Mr venk- 
ateraman, it was rumoured duhni the 
days when (he petition challeneing the 
Bearer Bonds was pending before the 
Supreme Court, not too en* 
thusiastic about the scheme. 

Fur Mr Mukherjee, therefore, the 
shifting to finance was a personal 
irium^. The discomfiture of his arch* 
rival in West Bengal Cungressfl) poli* 
tics, Mr A. B. A. Ghani Khan 
Choudhuri, too must be pleasing to Mr 
Mukherjee. While Mr Mukherjee has 
moved up, Mr Ghani Khan Choudhuri 
has been given a mnior minister to 
take charge of the Jepartment of coal. 
This in effect means that his wings 
have l>ecik clipped. The new coal 
minister. Mr trargi Shanker Mishra. 
was the only Congressman in the en* 
tire Hindi belt to have been elected to 
the Sabha in 1977. He was elected 
from Chhindwara in Madhya Pradesh, 
a seat which he left for the sake of the 
Uie Saniiiy (randhi’s friend, Mr Kamel 
Nath, who was looking fur a safe seat 
Jn J9B0. 

While the appointment of Mr* 
Mukherjee must nave pleased the pen* 
pie of West Bengal, the year ahead for 
him cannot be rosy, especidlly with the 
obligaiinns of the Wotid Bank loan 
towering over him. li may be a cninci* 
deme thui when ihe centre had a 
tmiince niuiisivi from Welt Bengal 


earlier, the rupee had been devalued. 
Mr Sechin ChotuUiury's tenure as the 
finance minister had seen India sue* 
cumbing co the World Bank's pressure 
and devaluing the rupee on S June 
1966. Another coincidence: Mr SKhin 
Choudhury's team of advisers had Mr 
L K. Jha in it. Mr Mukherjee too has 
Mr Jha playing a key roic. One can 
only keep fingers crossed...And 
another coincidence: Sachin 
Choudhury replaced a Tamil brahmin, 
Mr T.T. Krishnamachari; Mr ft. Venk* 
ataraman too is a Tamil brahmin. 

The shifting of Mr Kedar Panda 
from the prestigious railway ministry 
to a comparatively junior post as 
irrigatioi] mintscer came p^haps In 
the wake of tbe public criticism of his 
style of functioning. At one stage it 
seemed (hat Mr Pande would be asked 
to gu but the caifiencies uf Bihar 
politics acted in his favour. 

Mr J. N. Kaushal. the only induction 
to the cabinet, was expect^ to be the 
law minister in the very first cabinet 
of Mrv Gandhi. Mr Shiv Shankar, who 
had thus far been the law minister, has 
got a prtimotion; he now has the pet* 
roleum. chemicals and fertilisers port¬ 
folio. Mr Shtv Shankar had bem a 
member of the cabinet committee 
which had taken the controversial de* 
cision on the award of consultancy 
contracts to the Italian firm Snam 
Progetti for the Thal*Vai|het fertiliser 
pruject Mr P. C. Sethi, the former 
petroleum minitter. who became a 
centre of controversy in the Thai- 


Vaishet deal, has now moved to the 
trouble-prone railways. And as per the 
custom developed over the lest few 
^ars. one can expect a major shakeup 
in the railway board soon. 

Mr Narayan Dutt Tiwari, the versa¬ 
tile it kuutfrom the Kumaon Hills of 
UP. is slowly proving to be a minister 
on whom Mrs Gandhi has a lot of faith, 
He started off in the centre as the 
planning minister. Siwn he was given 
tbe additional charge of labour. In 
another reshuffle he was divested of 
planning and given the prestigious 
industry .ministry. Now he has shed 
labour and taken up steel and mines in 
addition to industry, which makes him 
the virtual king of Udyog fihavan. He 
has been (he Congress(l) High com¬ 
mand's trouble shooter in Assam too. 
So, among (he minuiers in Mrs Gan* 
dhi's present team, Mr Tiwari's star is 
shining the brightest. 

Information and broadcasting minis¬ 
ter Mr Vatant Sathe has at last been 
able to win a prolonged war against his 
junior mlnisier.Miss KumudMn Joshl. 
who has been shifted to health and 
family welfare. Earlier too, Mr Sathe 
had a difficult time with Mrs Ram 
Dulari Sinha. who too had to leave Mr 
Sathe's ministry. Mrs Sinha, of course, 
now hat bean promoted—she has been 
shifted from her post of minister of 
state for labour to an a;quiva1ent post 
in the more prestigious industry minis¬ 
try. She and Mr N. D. Tlwi^ had 
teamed up well In labour—perhaps, 
(hat is the reason for the two to ba sent 






to (be stioe miiuscrv 

AAOthtr iufiior mioiiter who yw not 
Htifit eyfrtxye with hU senior wee 
Mr YoMndxe fiukwine. He has been 
ehiitto iron home to communicacions. ' 

but leeing rhe relative perfornances 
of Giani fail Sinih tod Mr Makwana. ■ ^ Al 
one had eipectaa marten to be diffe< wl 

rent. Also, alter the spate of harijaD _ 

kilbnfts in UP and elsewhere, a hanjeo 
leader aa the minister of state for aadeodi 
home was certainly a comfortini 
thought lor the backward claaaes. But |||. 

Mr Makwana was playini a two* elected 1 
pronffd gane. ll^htlnA both nla senior trt tlrltfi 
miniitar ai well as the chief miniitar ^ .m 
of his home state, Guiarat, Mr Ma^v iwavu 
S ioh Solanki. MrMakwa- uSSwt 

na*a successw. Mr Nihar Rtnjan Las* 
kar. is from Assam. With an AtsameM over Iw 
leader in the hone ministry, one were tw 
would certainly expect some improve* raramnn 
ment in the Aisem situation. Among TaJmur 
the new junior ministers are: Mr A A. u 

RahiB (law) who is a senior politician 
from Kerala and Mr Arif Muhammad 
Khan (Information and broadcasting) aCLP(I> 
was a deputy ainistar in the Jenau gm 
gpremmant in Uttar Pradesh. He left ol 

the government to join the Congrtssd) undwiin 
aod nas been a joint secretary of the 
AICC(I) for some time. Mr Kalpnath ^ 

Rei (parliamentary affairs) was a Them 
general secretary of the AJCOI). This miiusier 
post, in effect, is a demotion for him. immedia 
Mr Dharim Veer ilabeur) was the ACLPfl) 
president of the Uttar Pradesh Coa* indstak 
gresatl) at the time of the lest elec- « the -j 
tioAs Mr K. P. SinghOeo(defence), is a ]«£ii 
territorial army onicer who has been cnoup; 
very active in tbt defence debates m maicrity 
the pest few years. Spacialisetion has waiv^. 
alio Men the criterion for the appoint, might ni 
moot of Dr M. S. Sanjeeva Rao (elec* thai the 
tronics), who has worked as a acieneiat yr^ ^ 
in defence electronic Uboratories in the ACL 
the past. Mr Girdhar Comaoao (supply of office 
and rehabilitation) is a tribal leader 
from Orlase. m^ i 

One vurpriting exclusion was that of q 

Mr Magaabhai Barot (liaance). Mr d^e. Ra 
Barot had aastriad as a min close to Am 
the PM and Mr Rajiv Gandhi. Ha was AlliaMe 
looking after the crucial portfolio of ginhe.w 
banking gnd iniurnisce in the finence cf B$ U 
ministry. He ww often 'seen moving srould e 
around with Mr Rajiv Gandhi In menr ea 

funcrloni. What went wrong with Ur iwaartai 
Beret ramains a mystery. Ur Jeaardan 
Poojari from Karnataka has replaced Mg ask 
Mr wot in this mclal job. mido oc 

One chief minister who should have It is n 
naeoni to be happy with tho rKent laadars I 
ciblnat changai Is Gujirat's Mr ekaat^ 
Midhev Binb lolankl. All tba three RJJ-j . . 
ministers from Gujsrtr, who wort }BB^ 
opposing him In stice politick have 
baan irractad. 

Why did tha rHhuffla coma about at 
this tune? Mrs Gandhi is a put tnaitar 
in stealing headlines and there could 
hove baan no battar timing WIma tha 
Aiwipapars should hava bwn flaabing 
the Aniulay drama u thair leads. Mra 
Gandhi cama out with her Igpoint 
(ravised! pragrasuM and tba raabuf* 
lie. Could tHars ba a bairar madia 

StuSSSm Bhatttchgfyg 
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Defector becomes 
Congressd) CM 


bairar madia 


GauM: 197 days of PraaidaBt's Ruk 
and andteaa politicking cum to u and 
at 1.30 pm on 13 jtsuary 19U wbaa 
Ur Keehub Chandra Gogol, tbo nesvly* 
elected leader of tba Amb Cengresa 
LagisUrura Partyfl), sru mvere u u 
the new chief mlaletar at the Re] 
Bhevu by Govamer. Mr Prakasn 
Mahrotra. Eipaetedly. not avaryoM In 
tha CcDptmii) aaam ad to be happy 
over Mr Gofci'i election for tam 
were two Mtabla abeantau at tba 
caramony: former CM Mrs Anovrara 
TaJmur, who had baan replaced by Mr 
Ge^ M tha ACLP(t) loader on the 
niut of 11 iuuary, udMr Hltetwar 
Siikia. who bad coatested for the 
ACLP<I> leader's poat against the sew 
CM. But Gogol baa the cmnplete bits* 
sinas of New Delhi, and this sras 
unoarlinad by the prasaoce of tha 
AICQI) genaw lecraiary Urt Rajan* 
dra Kumsri Bajpai. 

The itmallaiion cd Ur Guoi u chief 
minister ww a lightning affW. Alnwrt 
uiuaediaiely after his election as the 
ACLPd) leader, be met tbe Govartwr 
end steked his claim to form a mlniftry 
« tbt ‘leader of cbe largest group In 
the legislature.* This noemeUy is not 
enough; e CM has to prove he has a 
majerity. Bui this reouirament was 
waived. Whatever clums Ur Gogol 
might osake. it is importeot to note 
that the number of MlAs4a hJs group 
was tbe same when Mrs Taimur was 
the ACLP(I) leader, and was voted out 
of office. In^ia of this, tba Governor 
accepted his contention that ba could 
BUJtar the support of 43 ULAs. 

Tbe Govamor did bate an altema* 
Uva. Ra could have called tho loader 
of Assam's Left and Democratic 
AlliaMa (IDA). Mr Sarat Chandra 
Binha. who had aarllar proasnied a Uai 
of i$ ULAs (In a houae it 119) who 
would support an LDA mlnJjKry. la 
fact, only a low hews baforo tha 
svraartagLa. the Govamer had blaaoU 
•dmlM to Mr Imt Cboadn Miha 
and othar IDA laadwr^ou hgva 
mada out your gmo waU * 

It ia no wonder rhm dMt IDA 
laadara have fait that dtay hem hmm 
chaamd. A day afag tba swiigiiagAi, 


Bhatttchgryg 



Ur Sarat Chandra Sinha ^amandad 
the ranoval of tba Govamgr for in* 
ItaUlu i minority miniatry In tha 
sate. Ur Unhrotrm, ba said at tba 
press conferebca in GaubatL *had 
burnt tha Constitucioa* and had work- 
ad u a ‘parry agent" of the Gongm- 
s(l). 

Eleciad to the state lagisUcure In 
1978. from the Dlbrugarb const Iruann 
on the Janata Parry ticket, Mr K.C. 
Gogol has baatf a miirtstar in three 
cenaacudva govemaanesr In Mr Golap 
Borbora'i Janata Party miniatry. in bfr 
Jogan Hasarika's Aasam Janata DaV 
lad ministry (to this dnsa Mr Gogol 
had jolnad tha ^ata Dal) and then In 
Mrs Anowara Talaur*i ministry (by 
now ha had movad on to tba Congrass* 
1). Ever ainca tba faU of Mrs Taimur'i 
govafnmenton3b June 1981, Mr Gogol 
bad been aspiring to become the cblaf 
ministar. He pleaded with tbe parw 
high command that he would be able 
to provide a new Congressd) ministry 
in the state if he was made the 
ACL^f) leader. Accormna to him. 
many Aon*Coagrtes(l) legiuaton had 
assuM him of dieir suppm. But Mrs 
Taimur vrould not relinquish her post 
as ACLPd) le^er. Neither was the 
high command willing to concede to 
Mr Gaol’s plea. Perhaps the bJ^ 
command was well aware of Mr 
Gogol’s transient loyalties and hence 
considered him unreliable. Neverthe* 
leee. tbe high commud asked him to 
muster support among tba Is^latora 
before aetVlni laaderwp of toe legisl* 
arurc party. Hr Gogol tried Ui best, 
but to w dlcaay feuad that even his 
owe pertyaen were not wtUlng to 
support him dU ha was eloetatf tha 
A^I) leader. 

In tbe and, however, tables turned 
in favour of Mr Gegoi. As the IDA had 
been constantly roquaailng the Gov* 
araor co let them fonn a nunlicry and 
the then ACLPd) laadw Mrs Ttlnur 
had fatted to gacber a n^orlty, tbe 
Coftgreead) high commaad aenr tbe 
union mlmicgr for Ubeur nnd ladai* 
trlei. Mr N.D. Tewg^ to Gnuhgti i& 
Pacmaber to asaesi tf Mr Go|M dM 
hgve tbe neggesary euppon. on th# 
bids of Mr Tewg^s report, tbe high 
cewnuBd taked Mra Timur to row* 
ouiib her pest. She did: infieiiAdn| on 
9 Jgnugry tbit she did net want to be a 
etwsbUag bloek In dm elecdea lor ■ 


etusbllBg bloek I 

DOW ACl^l) ^ 

praagat gt th# y 


that 


the pfm Cenggaad) ■Imiem ^ Mrs 
Ggadal^ ifttt ih to Aims. But eaa 
abould fW look for too mudi from Mr 
Gofftl'i mialmi ho wfll not ba stable 
uao) die trill«stringib ia tba Aam* 
bly isstleR 


MYSTERY 


Case of the Baroness' 
missing jewels 


New Delhi: Around 1.00 am on the 
niihr of 6 January 19^, the Baroneas 
Stefinia Von Korici Zu Canon is droi>- 

E d at the Oberoi Hotel, Delhi, by her 
ends, who are members of toe well* 
known industrial group of the The* 
pars. The Baron MS crosses ihe lounge 
to the cashier's counter and asks to 
keep her iewellerr in her safe deposit 
boa at toe hotel; box number 28. 
Inside the safe deposit vault the 
Baroness has trouble opening ber 
diemond and pearl studded necklace. 
There » do mirror and she can't mt 
the safety clasp of the necklKe. the 
boteri atiendents suggest (hat the 
Sarontis go into (he nearby ladies 
room. The Baroneu decides to go to 
her room, number 609, after keeping 
the rest of her jevrellery in the s^e 
deposit box. Fifteen minutes later, she 
returns to deposit her necklace and 
counts the hags in the box: two art 
missing. One b an empty bag in which 
she normally keeps her fabulous, 
Muare ring, ihttering with sharp- 
M^ad diamonds The Baronan 
laidy slipped the ring in a plastic 
cover ana dumped it at the back of the 
box. The other missing bag contained 
the top portions of a pair of earrinp 
whkh vrera ''valued iO yean ago at 
200,000 dollars,” tan diamonds to each 
iace, made by Harry Winston <4 New 
ork. 




This it the beginning of the nvstesy. 
The Barontis screamed that ana had 
bean robbed. 'Hia bocal aapleyaaa 
loiiitad (hat iba must hava dmpad 
tba lewtls aotnawbara. The final Uit of 
dramicfs paraoMf in this crlmathrtllar 
ihowad up a number of VlPi la tha 
wlnii. avtn u tha tfisa braoch, Delhi 
pallcei moved onatafa on 10 Dacaabar 
(whan tha caia was fint reilKared 
with the police end lamadiita& b^* 
ad oter to the crbna.branch). Four 
crucial days bed pasaad by aos to gat 
toplaval polka attention Buhpav 
laarai, it nMdad tha BeropMi'i 
Minds Ilka Mr Shlvandre madur 
Ungb. die Sf-mr^ld Coagma it) MP 
from lleJnaBd| 80 D. UP. tea « tba 
forsar tUla of Khairagwh and Doon 
School oliawie of Ur Rallv Gandhi. 
Her othar frlandi includo tha 
Daryanls. tba dicmoBd Mo#, who had 
kvltad tha Baroeasa .to attend e fami¬ 
ly wadding oa 4 January at New Delhi. 
(The wtMiag itatif wu ona of tba 
moat axcluslva and axpaoaive aedel 
avema at Delhi in recent yean. Pony- 
fiva five auitas at the Obaroi Hotel aM 
over 15 at du Ta) bad baen biased for 
Mands invitad to attend It. end pea- 
leea had baeo paid.) Aftar a faw ogyt 
atDelhi, the lanaaas was to fly out 


to Hong Kong to ertaad the aarhaga 
of gjuowr Deryaai daughtar there. 


girl who once shared a Pahs romn with 
me Baroness's daughter. 

Pitted on the other side of (he mya- 
tery is (be Obcrm Hotel, a jewel of 
sorts in tha hotel chain built by lUi 
Bahadur M. S. Oberoi. Reacting be¬ 
latedly to newspaper ioterviaws given 
by the Baroness on 9 January, an 
Oberoi executive issued a press note 
on 11 January saying, "That the 
alleged tbefi should have occurred u 
unfortunate, an irKidant of this type 
has never occurred in the t7*year 
history of the hotel ... The (hmel) 
lockers cannot be opened unle» both 
the residents and tna hotel staff use 
two keys simultaneously (the lockers 
are operated with two keys simul- 
(sneou^y-^he resident's key and the 
hotel stwf key). It is not underitood 
how the hotel minagafnent can con¬ 
ceivably accept tha responsibilry for 
tbe loss, or so<alled theft, of an item 
of the Baroness's jewellety (earrings) 
whkh could have acddcntally coom 
off or got lost or dropped wi^ the 
Baroness was wearing (bem.” The 
hotel staff spent the morning of 7 
Januarv searching for the missing ear* 
rings all over the hotel, even in tbe 
Baroness's room. But. say Delhi polka 
sources, a full fledged polkt investig^* 
ikm did not really begia till the lOih, 
when Che case of the tniising earrings 
was formally lodged and htndad ovar 
to the crtBta branch. Polka officUla 
blamed (he hotel managemant for ro- 
lying primarily on tha \W%V% security 
stall (hough a cursory inquiry was 
mada by «tha local puca afiar iha 
Baronaaa lodged a rapert with iha 
^rby NlMfliuddla pouba pon on tha 

However, everything doea net seem 
to be funwg out favourably for 
Baronaaa. To baglD with, aha cbackad 
la II tha hotel la i Counteaa. (journal- 
lata who mtt her on 9 Jenutry wore 
told, by her Indiaa Mim that aha ia e 
Baronaaa.) iacondly, much of the 
Baronaaa'i iewtlUry la oec Inaured. 
Ihe kM ImAY, "Iniurtng Jewellery 
U 10 enptaaiva. Certain parta art in- 
aured, otbari are not. 1 doA*t think the 

Btfoaesa or Couataai or what? 




t 



missing earrings are insured, but I 
don't know, 1 an waiting for a massage 
from my Insurance company." The 
jewalJery she had brought into India 
was valued, according to tha Baron¬ 
ets, at R$ four croras ^ the customs 
officials at Palam airport and her 
hosts, the Daryanis, had given a surety 
that this jawellary would be 'ra* 
exported' by tha Baroness when aba 
flew out of India. 

The Baroness was originally sche¬ 
duled to fly to Hong Kong on tha ni^t 
of 9 January. That evening while ^ 
was (alking to a group of journallsta, a 
Ur Nandi (wonting in tha Damnl 
organiiation) rang her up. Thera 
seemed (o be a problem about the 
Baroness's airticket to Hong Kong. 
She said into the phone, “Mr Nanda, i 
don't mind going tourist.” Apparently, 
accommodation in tha first dais sec¬ 
tion was not avallibla. And apparent¬ 
ly. the Baroness had not mada a 
reservation for tbe Delhi-Hoim Kong 
flight whan she flew out of Paria, 
though she (Old SurtPAY over the tele¬ 
phone on 12 Januery, "I am shattered 
(hat I have not been able to attend the 
event for which I had come all this 
way.” tha event being tha Daryanl 
wedding it Hong Kong on 11 January. 
Wbat had happened? On 11 Janui!^ 
customs offiaals stopped the Baroft- 
eat from flyinf to Hong Kong without 
depositing Ri fs lakhs for the missing 
earrings. Hie misilng pins of the 
earrings were valued ^ customs at Rs 
S lakhs and the duty was charged at 
52S per cent. 


Tha Baroness admitted to journal¬ 
ists on 9 January that she decided all 
of a sud^ to mlart har jewellery. 
6ha said. “Though one ia allowed to 
bring personal jewellery, I just da- 
ddad to declare it." 

Sunday's attempta to contact execu- 
tivea of tba Dirytni orgiAiaiiien were 
thwarted by the sweet-tongued tala- 
phone operator bandling phone caUi 
to the executlvH. One question we 
wanted to eak wti why tha. laraneaa 
had not boon provlden a ear whila aho 
was at Delhi. After her impromptu 
maa conference on 9 Jinuaryr the 
Baropesa wta phoning tha neereat 
iixi-itar i for I taxi to taita her back to 
her hotel. One wented to aak ber 
friends. Isn't It strenge tha Barooem 
should ba travelling around in a taxi 
with a bagful of Jewell worth Ra four 
crtirai? Also, could we have some more 
Informetlon ibout tha BarOQOH'jt 
background? Tba Baroneaa haraeu 
was very vague about her lovtstmenti. 
8ba told SvMMY her money was "in 
buainMa." Where? We asked her.What 
specific invfftmeota did ihe have? "In 
Eurm and Latin America," she ra- 
plM adding only that her father was 
an aaginaar and ha had left behind 
money. 

Sunday leema that the Beronesi la 
a widow. Of German or Austrian eri- 
^n, she marrried and settled in 
Prtftca. She has bean negotiating the 
sale of some of ber proMrty, probably 
ia New York. Is she a Mroneia or a 
CouBteaa for real? Did the jewellefy 



9ht cirri«d, b«Joiie co htr? U she 
cerryinf( ihem haJfwiy across the 
vrorld Mcause she wants sell (he 
more uld*fashi<med pieces, or.for her 
personal ase> Then (Here are the other 
questions. Were the pieces stolen by 
en employee of the Oberoi HateP And 
why did the hotel management not 
insist on a thorough police probe as 
soon as the earrings were found mis 
sing? These are the odd ends of the 
jigsaw puzile that (he Mlice were 
working on. Said Mr R. S. Mhaye. who 
heads the crime branch. *A lot of 
mudslinging is Ming on between the 
hotel and tne Mroness. We. on our 
parti ere following all possible lead^ ** 

MEDIA 


A meisage has been flashed to Inter* 
pol. Interpol's reply could answer the 
midal Questioo: who is Baroness 
Stafania Voo Kories Zu Citsen? As ti 
turns out| the Associated Press office 
at Paris sent word to Delhi police to 
the effect that the Berooeas is nos 
known in Paris: she does not figure in 
the French H'bo^s Who. In the 
Baroness is not even a Fre&cb citiien. 
She came to India on an American 
passport but Delhi police has reported 
that she holds a Gemsan passpt^ too. 
With that information, other questions 
may now be answered easily, though 
missing jewels may sever be found 
Anil Saari 


Arrests for "scurrilous" 
writing 


Madras: The Tamil Nadu government 
has taken action against the editor and 
directors of Erhirwi (Echo), the TaniJ 
evening daily, for publishing on IS 
DeceniMr a ^Kurriloui" newsitem ab* 
out the itete health minister. Mr R V. 
Hande. 

The front page headlines said that 
Mrs Gandhi was going to instKute a 
CBl probe against Mr Hande for irre* 
gularities in modical college edmis- 
linns. The report alleged that ihe 
health minister had ‘'sold'* a medical 
seat for a brand new Fiat car. 

Following a complaint lodged by the 
health minister, a posse of policemen 
headed by assistant commissioner of 
police, crime Igenerei) along with 
three inspectors and a lady constable 
»w<K>ped on the premises of the daily 
which is run hy g couple of DMK party 
members: Mr Arcot Vrera>ami. (MLC) 
managing director. Mr T. P. Radhak- 
rishnan and Mr N. Snnivasan. direC' 
tur« Hhd Mr Smghamuthu alias “Kiljii* 
editor, ivere arreNted under (he recent* 
Iv amended Section 292 A of the IPC. 
The office'Cuni*re^idence of Arcul 
\'eerasami was searched fur dneu- 
mems regarding the published item 
but the police found nothing. Mr N. 
Snnivaun I Mr Veerusami's brother) 
was a 2 re>ted at his Yillage> in Kup- 
paihutham, Nurth Arcut where he had 
gone to file hi$ nommatiun papers for 
the chairmanship of the Thimin pan* 
cha.var union council polls. 

Mr Veera&ami has been a DMK 
member fur 2S years and as the DMK 
headquarteis secretary is the fifth 
man in the party hierarchy, Mr 
Radhakrishnan is the legal adviser tn 
the party. As an active member uf the 
‘'opposition press." £rhfrufi is invarU 
ably fraught with allegations of illegal 

C ratification, corruption and nepotism 
y chief minister M. G. Ramachandran 
and his colleagues. 

On furnishing personal surety of Rs 
2,000 each and a similar surety by 
another individual, the chief metfopo* 
litan magisirete ordered the release of 
36 


(he three or bad. They were directed 
to appear • before the court on 20 
January. 

Though the offence of icurrtlous 
writing is bailable under the parent 
Act. the Tamil Nadu eovernneni 
amended Section 292*A m an ordi* 
nance on 21 September 1961, making 
(he offence cognisable and. non* 
bailable. Defence counsel Mr A. Cana- 
pathy stated, (hat this was an aRempe 
to throttle the opposition preu. 

What has created a furore in the 

f ress circles here is that under the 
revs Registration Act only the editor, 
printer end publisher are liable lor 
prosecution. The managing director 
and directors of the establishment 
cennot be booked for defamation or 
“scuiTilout writing I a broad and as yet 
undefined term}.** The errest of Mr 
Veerasami. Mr Radhakrishnan and Mr 
Srinivasan has been construed as a 
viulaiion oi (he Act and this b yet 
another stick MGR has given the 
oppositiun to beat him with. DMK 
chief Karunanidhi came out with the 
irrviiable oft repeated statement of 
the incidenl being yet another inst¬ 
ance of MCR's "p^itkal victimisa¬ 
tion * 

According to Mr T. P. Radhakrish¬ 
nan. (he fact that the gr*vernmeoi did 
nut file a defamation %uii under Sec¬ 
tion SOD of (he IPC but chose to uivoke 
the newly amended Section 292*A of 
the Aa wars out the allegation that it 
is s case of political harassment. The 
assistant public prosecutor. Hr 
Mohammad Ali. contended that any* 


ill* tUade: (furacter assassinarkni 



one who stood to make a profit from 
the daily was liable for prosecution. 

Mr Kilji(46| has bean arrested twice 
before for defamation. Talking to StN* 
OAV, Mr Arcot Veerasami (44) said 
that none of (hen were surprised by 
the arrests. They had expected it as 
(he police commissioner had sent two 
warning notices: on 21 December and 
on 22 DMember 1961. “As a politician 
1 am used to the idea of arrests and 
jails." said an unperturbed Veerasami. 

He stated that MGR had, (bus far. 
filed five defamation cases against 
him. The suits were filed following 
derogatory public speeches made by 
him, accusing the CM of corruption. 
Veeresami claims that (hough he has 
been regularly attending (he court in 
connection with the defamation cases 
fur the pis( four yeers. MGR who is to 
be examined hat not turned up even 
once. On Veerasami*) insistence, the 
court issued directions on 19 Decem¬ 
ber to the CM to attend court, he vaid. 

Mr Veerasami asserted confidently 
that frhimfi poSMSsed dncumenis to 

E 've the ullegaiion made against Mr 
nde. “It willbe produced l^fore the 
court," said he. He claimed that the 
person who offered (he bribe (u Mr 
Hande was actually planted by the 
perty. "I think this is the first time in 
the country that a managing director 
and directors of a newspaper have 
beea arrested." ha said. In retaliation. 
Mr Vecmsaml is thinking of filing s 
suit for damages for “malicious pro¬ 
secution." 

Dr Hande. health minister when 
contained f(H hiv Yiews told Sl'nh.iy 
that "scurrilous exchange of epithets 
did not effect me personally," because 
he has been the target of calumny 
often. He objected to it because “it 
wouldn't give me respectability in 

S Utics and in the lung run the very 
wic of democracy will cruffihk if 
(his sort of characier assassination it 
carried on. All politioans will (hen 
lose credibility with the public." 

“What (hey don't seem to reelisv is 
that 1 have not come into politics to 
make money. As a practising ductiir 1 
have a suheranilal personal income. 
Sitting here in my clinic, I could make 
lots of money if mnneymaking w as my 
vole objectire." Dr Hand» pointed out 
candidly. He feels he has invoked the 
wrath of the DMK because ho wax an 
jctKe member of the oppiisitum dui- 
ing Mr Karunanidhi*s rule. “1 was a 
very noisy man In ihe As.sembly. I used 
(ocTitwise his ucHons vehement I v, but 
I never hit below the belt. No doubt 1 
was one of Mr Karunanidhi's strongest 
critics but at the same tine I have 
publicly appreciated cenain pu*licies 
enunciated by his goveroment." said 
this health minister. 

Dr Hande asserted that DMK mem* 
bers were .conducting a vilification 
campaign not only against him but also 
against his family members. "Instead 
oi finding out mistakes, if any. In 
government policy and decisions, they 
ere sin^y indulging in cheracteV 
assassination." quipped the minister. 

Aalta fratap 
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docton toU hia w go euy. But 
Jyoiirae; w«i Jjrotirmojr. H« 
wutttd 10 dk ift action, he leid. U 
will be i terrible Iom for ut. I theU 
certelaly mm him. 


"A modern 

parliamentarian 
par excellence" 


SabroaioiiMun Swoaiy reMmbcn Jyotimof Bosa 


had personeUy known JyoHr- 
moy Bosu since 1974 wMn 1 


T 

I first entered ParUament. My 
“relations with him were warm, 
ahhcufth they never became ck»e 
because Jyotinnoy was always pat¬ 
ronising in his attitude towards me. 
1 really g 9 t to know him well durini 
the Janata rule when he became 
chairman of the committee on rab- 
Ik undertakings (COPU), and I its 
member. 

Jyotirmoy Bosu was a parlia 
mentarian par excellence, in its 
modern sen.se. Earlier parliamenta* 
rians such as K. V. Kamaih. Hiren 
Mukherjee, Nath Pai and Shyama 
Prasad Mukherjee were muuldad in 
the “Cicero m^el” ol fine oratory 
and. emotional arguments. In con* 
trast, Jyotirmoy was a poor speaker 
in terms of oratory, but his 
speeches un the floor were full of 
knowledge and research. 

Judging by sheer impact, Jyotir* 
moy Bosu was at his senith during 
1$73‘75 when he demolished all the 
government's deferKes on Maruti, 
the Pondicherry licence scandal 
and Palam airpori*s insirunent 
landing system. 

After the Emergency, Jyotinsoy 
was hamstrung by his weakness or 
affection for Morarji Deiai. He 
could shine only in an adversary 
position, but during the Janata niSa 
this was not possible for him. He 
was superb as the chairman of 
COPU. t)f course, I could not share 
his killer instinct when it came to 
the “bourgeoisie." I disagreed with 
him when be had Air India go 
throu^ the meatwnder. His Spar¬ 
tan outlook ma^ him coDtemp- 
luous of the normal luxuries of 
“reactionaries." For example, whM 
we went on COPU tours, he made 
us all st^ in MLA hostels instead of 
airconditioned hotels—to which we 
were entitled as MPs. He enjoyed 
fixing tours of southern states dur* 
ing the summer, and of nortfaem 
ones in mid-winter. This made us all 
miserable, but Jyocirmoy would not 
budce on these points, 

wtimi evidence before the con- 
aittee was called, he lumaoned as 
witnesMS big oames in industry 
and in the bureaucracy and made 
than wall for hours cooling iheir 


Son: more sleuth ih$n Cifvrrt 

heels ouuide Perliameni House, If 
they complained, be threetened 
them with pnvilege motions Once I 
asked him why m was doing this. 
He reolied with all sincerity, “It's 
good lor their souls because other¬ 
wise they would be grinding the 
faces of (he poor In the mud." All 
these excesses we in the committee 
forgave when Jyocir&oy took evi¬ 
dence. He was thorough, and be 
was brilliant. He read every file, 
marshalled the infwmation in his 
brain, and shot out questions like 
piercing arrows. 

The last occasioa I ulked to 
Jyotirmoy was in his Calcutta hos¬ 
pital rooBi. He was recovering from 
a massrva heart attack but was has 
usual self. He talked disapproviog- 
ly about all of us oppositioo lln 
failing to clinch the Antulay affair 
in Parbament. "You nustn’i let 
that woman get away, Swamy," he 
said, raising bis voice. "U the 
Emergeocy comes, then I, you. 
Geo^ (Fernandes) and Jeduaala- 
oi vruj go first And this time no jail, 
but *boom, boom* and onto the 
JaimM" he added, thus expound¬ 
ing hjs pec chests. 

Ironically, Jpotirmoy died the 
day A. R. Antutay was unseated. I 
bad implored with Jyoiirmoy: “Re¬ 
lax, we want you oack in action 
soon." Many cithers had urged of 
him the same restraint. Even his 
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Now is the 
time you need 

nV^ssageOil 

more than in 
any other season. 

For a complete 
protection of the skin 



Vitimirm E A ti D in base 
contgininp OHvg OtI, leno- 
lin and Sandalwood OM. 

Your skin becomes more 
sensitive in winter. Babies 
and children suffer most 
—^from dryness, chapping 
and peeling of the skin. 

A regular massage with 
Keo-Karpin Massage Oil 
protects the skin and 
nourishes to give it a 
smooth, silk«soft look. 

Keo^Carpin Mataege Oil. 
Make it a winter habit. For 
you. For your children. For 

everyone In the family 



A Oualitv Product of Oey's 

Available in packs of 60 ml. 
and 180 ml bottles 
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Instead of regrets, 
may we suggest prevention. 


In India eveiy year 90.000 peooie die 
and over a lafcrt inore art injured in 
road accidents Statistics faH to 
convey the pain and the ordeal of 
these accident victima nor do they 
reveal how each accident affects our 
economy. 

CHem worn wte for a lorry to get 
repaired A car out of commission 
mcam so much Irtconvcmence A 
damaged vehicle can Oc rtpaeed. 
What can one do about a that has 
to be cut ofT? AcekKits bring death. 


incapacity, dependanee on chanty 
and invartabiy loss of business and 
earning capacity. 

The sad pan of it all IS that most road 
accidents art ofcventiblc. They cen 
be foreseen ana cneir damage 
potential miinmised. 

Make Lou frevention a wn of Hfc. At 
r^ome. on the road, at the factory and 
office. We, St LPA. are committed to 
the prevention and mlnimhsation of 
iosse. Sut we can only offer ou< 
htio miA a6t. 


Prevent tosses; promote prosperity 
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Congress(l)'s third-rate 

self-seekers 


I natftid of worfymt about 
opposition moves for unit; 
and joist actios. Mrs Gandhi 
should turn her actennos to 
what is happaniof to bar own 
party. Opposition uni» is at b*M a 
distant bogey and will sot happen 
unless she herself forces the p^. 

But the pathetic condition of her 

E and the poor performance of I • I »* I 

avemmenl cry out for immedi' il—ZTTTTTTTTTTTTTrZ"^^ 

ate attention. The situation jsreailv By BAnUN SENQUPTA 
dangerous in Mrs Gandhi's own TTTTT—.. . x 

backyard, and her partymeo tan purely factional or 

cause her much more damage than inierwts. Pe^e may 

the entire opposition put together. »l^w,«»Hfecuveness, but never 
Has not the exposure of Mr Antu« ‘®««erity- 

lay's activities harmed her political ^ During the Ust meeting of the 
ptospecis more than anything else 

in recant times? Is not the squabble ?•« » 

between Mr Darbara Singh and *5^^ ^**** ***•' 

Ciani ZaiJ Singh harming the Con the p^y were facing a 

gresKD in Punjab much more than «nger and so they should 

the Khalistan movement? Art u« quarrels «»d unite. But 

Messrs Jagannath Mishra, Cundu ^ ^ self.seekers 

Rao and Kedar Fande a source of because the mv or the 

S MtoT ambarrassaent to her to- country » » di^? Could they 
y than say Mr Raj Narain? 75? Were not the 

the main reason for the bed ^ petty and the 

governrnem is the state the Con- lor^ment then far more senoui? 

E iHdl IS in. And it is In this state 

cause of rampant ficiionalisA. partymen even ouf> 

^ ^ utg the Emergency? Mrs Gandhi 

The infighting would not have been has herself saM (with the opposi- 
so unpardonable had it not been lioo in mind) that a unity move with 

devoid of any kind of ideological a negative am cannot succeed, but 
extent; all the rows are solely over she is now telling her panymen 

the spoils of officw-m party or in that they have to unite as the 

pvernment. People would have opposition threat looms large* 
forgiven the govemmeiit's minor Are not most of the leaders of the 
lapses and administrative feilurea Coogr«s$(|> chird rate self-seekers^ 
if they could credit it with some Bad m that is. even such pe<wle can 
degTM of ^ncenty. But everywhere be kept united if there is an atmos- 
Mrs Candhi^ men seem to have phere of discipline In the party, if 
cre ated the impfess ion that they someone a ruthlessly enforting a 

Mrs Gtndhi ro/d cbe CongrossfTl working coamirtee to unite agaioiS dengerv 




code of conduct. But Mrs Gandhi 
has not even tried to do this. The 
cardinal rule within the Congress(I) 
seems to be that you can get away 
with anything provided you do not 
criticise Mrs Gandhi and Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi. You can even encourage 
and help disruptive opposition ele* 
ments. abuse a minister, assault a 
FCC president or use government 
mooey to destabilise your own 
partymen. In such an organisation 
now can you bring back discipline, 
not to speak of dedication? The 
responsimlity for such a state of 
affairs in the Congresa(Jj must be 
borne by the highest authority in it. 

Another cause for teAsion within 
the CongreBS(ll is the gulf between 
those who hold office. In parry or 

K vemment, and those who do not. 

is gulf was always there but it 
was never s^ large. Today a Con- 
gressd) worker or leader without a 
post is a total nonentity Whereas a 
union iruDister or chief minister has 
more power than even the mahar 
of old. Even a block-level presi¬ 
dent wieids a great deal of power 
and influence in his part of the 
world. Hence the k ramble fur 
posts. 

The situatiun within the Congros* 
s(I) is so desperate that palliatives 
will not work. Whet is needed is 
something drastic, a shock treat¬ 
ment. Mrs Gandhi's personal qual¬ 
ities are widely eppreciated 
throughout the country but if she 
thiriks that this alone will see her 

K throu^ in office, th^ she is 
mistaken Singlehanded, she 
can neither tackle the opposition 
nor run the country effectively. 





The Japanese Bei^alatian 

By Jean^Jacques Servan-Schraibar 

While the rest of the world, especially the developed nations, was tottering from 
the effects of the 'oil crisis,' the only nation to understand the meaning of the 
crisis and find a soiution was Japan. The answer for the future: the silicon chip. 
What Japan is doing today will change the future: the industrial revolution is over, 
and the silicon chip society has been bom. In this extract from The World 
Challenge (published by Collins and distributed in India by Rupa and Co., price 
£5.95). the author traces the rise of Japan and analyses how the island has 
understood and mastered the nature and consequences of a computerised 

society. 


P am had nm >e«n a July hi 
coM (hi< on« 111 fifty ycar^. 
Rui rhi»ji rhc mild weather 
returned, and rhr Ausum 
liuhr hHthed the uty in the 
liinKuui uC the Nurnmer holiday Srrol 
lent returned lu the banks u( the 
Seine, find the public s<{uar«s, frnm 
I he Kttule lu iW Carrousel, were 
crowded uirhtmil ISIS. Yetbeoeaih ihe 
lazy calm, awns of darifte/ were gathtr- 
i»ii from i»\\ over the world. 

Thu anxiety h.iiiKinK over the city 
WHS different from that of August 191^ 
or Muv 1940. It was the awnreneM of 
un impending upheaval of another 
sort, one iilieudv building momemum. 
Autumn 196(1 was the watershed. 

l ew' resuuiKihlc world leaders were 
in a liuUony mood, least of all the 
uighiv five yeurold Tnnhiwa Doko. the 
s^uiei marier of Japan's rcunnmii ps'w* 


vr and president of the Keidaoren. 
Japan’s national federation of indui* 
tries. He had just sent a special envoy 
to Paris with a 280<paM repw enti> 
tied *Thc Scieniiftc Revolution and 
the Information Society." Produced 
under Dnko's authority and supervi- 
sum drafted in five weeks by sU 
separate fvamv this document was 
delivered tv the ''Paris Group," the 
team of men methodically seeing a 
new direction for a wurld paralysed by 
fear. 

The Paris Croup was formed in tbe 
cummer of IS79 hy the author of this 
book, the West German minister. Karl 
Schiller, and tne Parivbased Amer 
ican lawyer, Samuel Pisar Month after 
month, several top ecvnomisii, polcli- 
cians and scientists from Japan, the 
United States, the Arabian fjulf and 
the Third World joined (hem in analys> 


ing the new multipolar situation in 
which the world finds itself. 

The Croup grew out of the belief 
that, although the problems facing the 
world are complex, every man and 
women is capable of undenrandiiif 
them. Solutions will be found only if 
everyone, wherever ha or she may be. 
IS informed and made to understand 
what IS ai luake. 

The basic premises that have guided 
the Croup's actions and deliberations 
may be summarised as folluws: 

-»For more than thirty years, the inter 
national scene has iKen dominated 
by a sharp East*West antagonism 
which has orained energies and ster 
ilised imaginations (hat should have 
been channeUed into constructive 
initiatives. Current world tensions 
are indications of tbe serious con¬ 
sequences that may result from this 
stale of affairs. 

—Tbe escalating arms race has re* 
duced to nothing all attempts to 
correct the abysmal inequality be* 
(ween tbe northern, and southern 
regions of the planet. Yet it is this 
basic splii. more than anything else, 
that has given rive to the present 
crisis. 

—The era of the "American Chal* 
lei^.* or the economic and scien* 
Kific supremacy of one country is 
now over. New spheres of power and 
influence have appeared: the Euro* 
pean Community, Japan, South Bast 
Asia and the Arabian Gulf. The 
world has become multipolar. 

Will this world remain fragmented, 
violent and helpless, or will it find a 
way to unite its forces by intelligent 
means? Itie Paris Group has set for 
itself the task of finding the means of 
putting into effect a new dynamic of 
development. 

The message was delivered to the 
Paris Croup by one of Doko's cloaeac 
lieutenants, Masaki Nakajima, preai* 
dent of the Mitsubishi RtHtrcp Initi* 


('<>mpi;rc’ri^ed wvirtv vending muriirnrii in Tokyo 
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mte. The “Mittubishi Report iup> 
plied MtentUl mtterial for a plan of 
action to clieck the disintegration ^ 
cbe world*( economy, incorporetmg 
the latest technological data that the 
group needed in order to formulate a 
conew. 

Ac 1 aif the OPEC leaders' longierai* 
strategy report raised basic questions 
and formulated firm demands. It did 
not pretend to offer answers. This lime 
there would be no waiting for plans for 
meetings, for endless negottaiions. In 
the past, the oil countries had experi- 
encM the futility of such discussions 
with the West. Now they demanded 
action. 

In June, the determinatiun to aci 
before it was too laie had prompted a 
thorough exchange, ali dav one Sun- 
day. between Sheikh Ali of Kuwait and 
the only Westerner who had followed 
the final discussion on the Third World 
at Taif. 

The heart of the Taif Report is what 
the Yimani committee called “trans* 
fersof technolo»" to the undeveloped 
countries, iAcJuding those of OPEC, in 
exchange for oil. ft was the Kuwaiti 
leader's exceptional boldness that un- 
leashed the chain reaction that fol* 
lowed and continued in Parle. Whan 
his French guest asked him, **00 you 
know exactly which technologies the 
report wants tv transfer, by what 
priorities and by whar means^" the 
young minister who holds a US uni* 
versify degree in mathematics, simply 
replied. ''No." 

do the common task began, and 
continued with one meeting efter 
another during the year I9b0. and then 
in 1991 in Pans, in Zurich, Hamburg. 
Tokyo. Riyadh, Kuwait. Under the 
pressure of events, the principal orga¬ 
nisers uf the Paris Group followed 
Doko’s example! no vacations. It was 
crucial to define the transfer of tech* 
nolugv* to outline a vision that would 
match the '‘spirit of Taif." 

The fact that Nekaiima had arrived 
in Paris on exactly the date agreed 
upon months before reflected D^‘$ 
refusal to ease the pressure for one 
moment. From week to week his mes¬ 
sages, telephone calls and telexes 
were relayed across continents. Dur¬ 
ing the six days that Nakajima spent in 
Paris and the days he stayed on the 
Persian Gulf, he was in regular tele¬ 
phone contact with Tokyo tor Doko*$ 
approval. 

When he feturned to Japan on ti 
August, acid again on iCi September, he 
immediately reported to EKdto at a 

K iel meeting of the men who make 
\ Japan's important economic de¬ 
cision s-^«cis ions always made by 
consensus. Among those present were 
the members nf the Keidanren. inclu^ 
ing the leading figures in industry and 
bankir^ representatives of the Minis* 
try of International Trade and Jndu% 
t^fMlTl). whose powerful bureeucre* 
tic apparetus has been organising 
Jepenese-style acoAoauc planning for 
thirty years, and leading internatioaal 
•ciHiooiists who are official advisers of 
the governmeni 

The tesk involved nothing less than 


Superrxpress rraios warr to ieere Tokyo 

the development of a global plan for 
the Third World. 

Toshiwa Doko's unique auihonty is 
based on the faa that Ke has a gift for 
transLaiing crncera and theories into 
concrete actions. If he is Uuened to so 
attentively, it is because over the past 
thirty years he has woo every battle he 
has waged to shape his country, with 
the result that Japan today is the 
leading worldwide technological pow¬ 
er. Doko knows that (be West must 
accept the urgent challenge fram the 
Persian Gulf to the indusuialised na* 
cions! develop the vroHd. or we perish 
together. 

A stocky, broad man with a square 
head, alow gestures and a penetrating 
scare, DcAo resembles i judo expert. 
At the heginni^ of the summer, while 
all of (he Mill officials were busy 
working on (heir final document. "In* 
dustriaJ Policy for the 1910a,*' he told 
them: "After len years of (he oil ensb, 
the procedure we roust follow seems 
clear: sre. must be the pioneers id a 
new techrsological era which must be 
extended to the entire world, but xn 
orunic parruerahip wfeb (he oxAer 
aovanceo coi/ntne^ withoixr excep* 
(ion. We must enhance the abilities of 
the world, across all borders. Tbc 
means are there. It is a matter of 
putting them inio operation. The 
objective for all of us is simple: create, 
organise technoli^cal po^r." 

Behind this major shift in Japanese 
strategy is the knowledge that oil, the 
basic source of energy, is no longer 
cheap and inexhausiibW, and that the 
eotire industrial base uf the world 
/nv«r be rebujVr with antither kind nf 
raw material: the microdtip. Hie chip 
will eventually replace the barrel of 
oil as the basis tor a new kind of 
"information society." succtreding the 
industrial era, with one crucial range 
of development, one bask raw mate* 
rial: the traiDeO human brain. And thi« 
time the Japanese know ihe>' roust 
share their knowled^ wrili others. 

Japan is ready. EurotM' and the 


United States are still fearful. But 
there u no choice. The formal de¬ 
mands by OPPC, whose members hold 
the key to energy and investment for 
at least several years, can be met only 
by a global plan in which the indust* 
rial pimer* place their technology and 
knowledge at the service of the world. 

T he Japanese imperative, de¬ 
velop and progressively applied 
from the 1920$ to the 1980s, has a 
name! dexxidustriafxsafxoxi* 

All the "plans for development” 
issued by government, industnas and 
unions for the 1980s have embraced 
the "lecbnolopical revolution." Tradi¬ 
tional industrial development no lon¬ 
ger represents progress but a regres¬ 
sion. a waste of employment and in¬ 
vestment. For the sake uf production, 
and of xiew tmploymont opportunitits, 
men must come to terms with com¬ 
puterisation. 

It is above all a quesiioo of people, 
rbe full employment of people, not 
only in terns of a job for everyone, but 
also in the empJoyroent of each per¬ 
son's full faculties. Ant^ihis cannot be 
achieved by an industrial system that 
systematically reduces manpower's 
nunbers and uses only its piiysxcal 
labour 

It is certain (hat ueat public de¬ 
bates will be e»enti^ to understand, 
accept and develop these new ideas. 
Japanese leaders, who have put these 
directives in writing and who are ap¬ 
plying (hem, realise that. They have 
al.^o given a name to the 
apprehensions and anxieties that can 
not (ail to occur: computer .shock. They 
dread it, but they have prepared for it. 
'Hiey have begun to lead iheir entire 
society alonp tnis new path far beyond 
ils present industrial and commercial 
successes, without drawing wurldwide 
attention. Because uf this reserve, 
ignurance of the progress uf the "tech¬ 
nological cevnlutiun" has uvmha* 
dowed its consequences fur ihe vast 
majority of other industrial sucieties— 
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In man’s 
endeavour 
to provide for man 
few acJiievements can match 

Food Corporation’s 
seventeen years 


In • world that la fcowina IncroMintfy 
mor* coraiSki and 4ifRciilu (iw Pooa 
Corpmbon ad India lUnda out na ■ 
slowing runplo of whot mto't 
rndroveat to pravido for man can 
aching 

PCI pmvidaa the farman nmancrabvo 
priea for the ganidna incative fhr 

inrraaiim prodortuin. 

PCI providai conaumen sAiclcmiptod 
•upply of fouderaiao on a roand'th^yaar 
baaia at fair gncca ~ pricoa mach Icm 
than the actual coat 

FCI nronirca about 130 lakb trvmaa 
fraina every year. 

Has inrreaaad its ptoraie eapadly from 
6 lakh tonnea in 1906 to 200 UfcK lonnre 

is IMI 

ThirtyUwaaand wafOMearryu^mere 
than TO lakh bate or PCI srain,aasar 
and fertiHaer art on the movo all live 
tine. 

PCI maintaine a matetaNe buffer 
•tock. ready to maet any rventaaliiy. 


Remember Ihe ecvere drought of 19R0? 
'niinge might have been hard had not 
PCI'e mammoth imraUon ruahedoMriy 
136 lakh tonnee oi fetodgraine to the 
affected areae. conArming once again 
their fsiMUnental objemive ^ enaehng 
food aerunty for the people. 

Manned by over 73,000 people, with 13S 
Dietrict Onic^ 2044 Storage Polnte, 130 
Qaality Teatini l^borauniee, the Pem 
Corpofmbon of India ia the elngle largeet 
foodgraina dietribetor in the world. 

Today on ite 17th Mithdiy, PCI looka 
back with pnde at ita achievementa. And 
rededicatea itaelf to the taeka that iia 
nhaad. 
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Ml for the Third World 

Perhaps one day the Japanese will 
be repr^hed for having shown dU* 
cretion instead of explaining and 
spreading tbeir knowledge of the na- 
lure and the spirit of their society's 
transforRuiiion. But we must reiect (he 
idea that (he leaders of the Japanese 
economic and scientific system chose 
this position for Malthusian reasons. 
On (he contrary, (hev feared that 
given (he rate at which their society 
was being computerised, and the 
speed With which then* products cap¬ 
tured markets abroad, even in the 
most developed countries of America 
and Europe, they would confront hoa* 
tile reactions, tack of understanding 
of the phenomenon would heighten 
the reaction. And that i» exactly what 
happened. 

They also feared they would find 
themselves confronted with a shc»rtage 
of outlets, because of the limited de¬ 
velopment of the only peoples numer 
uus enough to ab^rb the new goods: 
the three billion people of the Third 
World. 

hVom the very heginning uf their 
computer rakeotf. the Japanese had 
gne obseNsive worry: that their prug* 
reas might uolatc I hem and thus check 
,or even interrupt their momeuium li 
was ihe discovery that the other enun 
tiles "were nor folltMvmg" thai led the 
Japanese representative's to parrici 
pale so actively, so lrei)uciitly, in the 
working ae»i»ion> of the Fans (iruup. 

lUvoig masiereil JoJ analysed the 
nature of the new lechnulogics, ihev 
know that if ileindiiatrinhsation does 
iioi become widespread, we run ihe 
risk uf >uch imhjtunces. gaps and 
social (ragediev that the xurm will 
hparc no one. Japan » no lunger an 
island except gcographicalW. 

Thu conipiiier revoluiiun inar\s the 
final passage of industrial society to a 
postindustnal world based on informa¬ 
tion. The microprKessor “computer 
on a chip" IS replacing the assembly 
line, man’s mind is replacing h» 
labour as the means of production and 
the capacity for growth and change is 
accumulating at a vtupenduus rate.' 

The Japanese experience of the last 
seven vears indicates that resistance 
to tec^nnlugical change occurs less 
frequently and is much weaker among 
workers or employees than among ex* 
ecudves and directors. It is nut the 
mass of the population that rejects 
computerisation. U they are assured of 
finding a job, and a better job, work¬ 
ers do not cling to tedious and poorly 
paid work. But the leaders of indust* 
rial societv-H3u(side the realm of the 
computer industries—refuse to lei the 
ferment of the new revolinian pene¬ 
trate their operations. 

In spire of the human problems no 
one disputes, at least in theory, that 
computerisation is inevitable, irrev¬ 
ersible and desirable. That U the only 
way for a society, a factory or a bank to 
survive. 

Specialists coctsider It vital, in the* 
proper sense of the word, for execu¬ 
tives to accept (his change. They 
btoe the serious slump in Anerkea 
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productivity for the deUv in achieving 
it. And they believe that any further 
delay wi II comt 1 1 ut e an enormous risk 
A great debate has finally opened. 

Si> indictment could be more severe 
than the one drawn up by The Waff 

Str^Jouroit against executives who 
should have understood and mastered 
(he consequences of a computerised 
society It shimld have been their task 
to provoke and answer questions lo 
adapt management to the new possibi 
iities, to explain the benefits of com- 
puterisarhm instead of fearing lU 
effects. That is what Japan has sue 
ceeded in doing. 

If the executives want to find out the 
consequences of compuiensatum in a 
society, there is no need for them to 
undertake a long inquny or try to 
uncover secrets. 

In one week in April 19B1, the world 
press published these items: 

^Plans ore being mado in Japan 

*10 launch a tan year programme of 
research end develi^Hnent to build 
a "thinking" fifth generation com- 
puter whow functions will closely 
simulate those of the human brain. 
For (hat purpose, the MITl is build 
ing a new centre for the nation's 
best scientists. 

^In a move (hat augurs a major 
change in the way OPEC surpluses 
are being directed, the Saudi Ara 
bian Monetary Agency decided, for 
the first time openly, ro invest 5 1 
billion in Japanese equities. 

—The recession in West Germany 
raises troubling questions about 
whether the country can ever re* 
gain Its role as Western Curope s 
financial leader For the first tune, 
Japanese makers ol machine tools 
export nsore units to West (Germany 
(hen (he Germans send to Japan. 

—US bankruptcies in the first ten 
weeks of 1981 were at the highest 
level in 30 years. 

—The ln>iitu(e of National Eco¬ 
nomy in Tokyo, publishing the re* 
suit of its forecasts for tbc next five 


years, announced an average 
growth oi 5,5 per cent a year for 
.1ri|ian—at the very momeni when 
EuTupv » m the grip of tero giowth 
for an indefinite period, and the 
.\merKjn etimomy is shattered 
"nruain-e ginwth" The institute 
oddv '‘This lorecast is made on the 
basis (if oil prices expected to dou¬ 
ble lo fiO duilars a barrel between 
/HHs and VJH'S " fi concludes that 
this rale nl growth will permit 
Japanese industries to intensify the 
expiirlatitiii of capital for invest¬ 
ment in the only countries that 
ufler new markets in rapid develop 
mem—rhuse of the Third World. 

—Finylly we learn, with a certain 
titii in Ihe way ii is expressed, that 
the Japanese Natiunal Union uf 
Scientists and Engineers has 
agreed, wjih the Japanese Manatee- 
merit Associutinn and with ihe prin¬ 
cipal executives in charge of con¬ 
trol systems at Matsushita Com* 
municaiions, tn found an action 
gimip called the Organisation for 
the Stimulation of rhe United 
States. The aim is to employ all 
u-»efu] means fur the reiuvery of 
American producitvity and for pro¬ 
viding the American public with 
mlormatum on tr*chnolDgical io* 
novations in the hope nf preventing 
the American slump from causing 
foriuus trouble In the vrorld market 
as a whole. 

These are some of the warning sig- 
nal\—for we are no longer facing a 
countrv <ireven a (-u/ii/rein Japan, put 
simply the vanguard of enmputerisa- 
tiufl. Its revolutionary' impact on all 
economic and social sectors. We must 
undei stand this—that Japan's leap 
imo (he future has tn do with technolo¬ 
gy. not with being Japanese, and w« 
must learn from (he Japanese example 
if we are to master that technology in 
common, rather than having it im¬ 
posed on us. 

We must understand that computer¬ 
isation is to an exhausted industrial 
society what the latter was to agri¬ 
cultural society—a fundamental irans- 
formation, nut only in methods of 
production and consumption, but in 
ways of living, in the organisation uf 
the' social fabric, in the definition of 
nced> Some needs will disappear, 
while others we can hardly conceive of 
will «>merge. 

As is true of each major stage of 
vicial evnluiiun, the tremendous diffi¬ 
culties of transition are due to the 
rigidity of our mental structure. At the 
same time, the knowledge that would 
feciliute this transition is confined for 
the most pari to experts. Neither the 

E ineral public nor the majority uf 
usinevvmen and executives truly 
understand the "computer revolution" 
and its consequences 
But the truth is irresistible-and 
healthy. Once ihe first obstacles have 
been removed, the first demonstration 
given on the spot, once people have 
witnessed the progress that computer¬ 
isation entails, the human benefits are 
clear to (hem—and they themselves 
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When every rrwnufecturerof ^ectronic components 
says his product is best, which one do you believe? 



These 69^ p^ryone's talking cf quality contra. 

And when they're hot talking of quali^ control, they're telhng you how long 
they've been arouna 

When rt come to the crunch, none of these thtngs matter. 

What matters ^ the quali^ of the product that comes out. 

At KeKrav quaiiy control is notjuk a phrase to impress you with. 

It's a way of doing things 

At Kettr^ ched^ be^ns even before the raw materials enter the factoiy. To 
make sv/e oWy the best is used. 

Then each and every component of each and every componerH is tested at each 
and every stage of pr o duction. Thm the whole component is tested foi quality before it ieSN^s 
the htfCtory. 

In ^ct we woutdh't have it any other way. Neither wouid our foreign 
collaborators. Becaifie we export qune a lot of components. 

If ever you're comirig tNs way. drop in at our ^ctory. See for yourself how we 
make our components 

After ad. seeing is believing, isn't 

COV^DNENTTS 


If you look oose enough, you'll know wny 


kern a«t E^ctrewrt OiKiioprmni COrpgatwn Ud. MHO" Hour. T»w>ft»unebSCiQl Ttf^pAene 60621 







loOR demand a <aner pace, as has 
bean the case m Japan. 

In rhe years immediate^ ahead, 
compueerisation will spread more 
rapidly than eieccricicy did at the 
h^innine of the century. It «riU ex¬ 
pand in Oie fields of creative activity 
as quickly as it does in daily work and 
leisure. Powerful, flexible and inex¬ 
pensive microcomputers, adaptable to 
all functions, vrill become as Indispens* 
able, as omnipresent and as much a 
tnrc of our lives as the air in which we 
live and breathe. Computerisatioo will 
free every human bein^ to make rhe 
maximum use of his or her faculties. 
The very nature of the computerised 
society rests on the full employment of 
every person's abilities. The more it is 
adapted toward rifdjVjduafity, the 
more it accelerates the process of new 
creativity, which in turn will demand 

S ’eater human, input and ihouAht. 

omputensation is exponeniinl. It is a 
vast, infinite tool at the service of 
man’s imagination, ideas and dreams, 
a means of linking each person's indi¬ 
vidual work, whether routine or crea¬ 
tive, to the whole. 

W e have mentinneil the two mnst 
important fields m which the 
computer can satisfy human needi^ 
health and edusation. Together with 
aitricufture, (hey are the most essen¬ 
tial, the must universal vuncerns. 

It IS now believed that the computer- 
isntion of health and educatiun will 
drastically reduce our need for doctors 
and teachers, fn Europe and America, 
we are actually seeing the organisa¬ 
tion of this r^uctinn. It has been 
decided that during the 1960s the 
number of graduates in medicine and 
in leaching should be reduced, be¬ 
cause we will simply need fewer of 
them. 

This action not only misrepresents 
the true nature of the computer re- 
voluiiun, It is a serious misc^culatloR 
by the leaders of the United States 
and Europe. 

Japan’s plan for general computer¬ 
isation of its educational system indi¬ 
cates that, as a result of the computer 
programme, the qualitative leap will 
involve the oiu/np/jcarion cd teaching 

S 'ls and positions, not the shrinkage. 

e essential changes that computer¬ 
isation will make possible are: 

1. The passage from collective to indi¬ 
vidualised education, from tradi¬ 
tional classroom uistniction to the 
minicomputer and to a regrouping 
around it that is flexible end adapt¬ 
able to the learner’s "flow of in¬ 
terest, ” 

2. The transformatioo of passive 
education (recorder of knowie^e) 
to active education (exchange and 
stimulatioo), with the creatwan of 
specialised teachers who will have 
learned to accompany and open up 
this "activism.* 

3. The replacameni of our present 
compact block of "school years’* by 
a flMible and indefinite distribu¬ 
tion throughout life of time devoted 
'to the iccuniulaiion of knowledge 
and the maximum dcveloptneni of 


one's faculties and capacities. Here 
again, specialised teachers will b« 
ni^ed to clarify at each stage the 
choice of new options bas^ on 
individual desires and the progress 
achieved in the preceding stage. 

4. The r^laceoient of our tradiik>nal 
examinations and tests, given at 
predetermined times, by a perma¬ 
nent. individualised evaluation. It 
will nn longer be a question of 
Scores or marks, but of finding new 
areas lo challenge each person's 
mind. 

No one yel knows by what figure the 
number of teachers, nstistanls, 
cia lists and generalists will have to be 
multiplied to pen up these new paths 
of computerised education and pro¬ 
vide every opportunity lo tram, exer¬ 
cise and utilise "individual creaiiv- 
iiy." Consequently, the Japanese have 
begun by computerising ihe teaching 
-of xeacher.i for it U there that the 
shortage of men and women will be 
fvU m4ist (tuiikly. A shortage there 
cuuld interrupt their development. 

Japanese plans fur medkine are 
similar to those for the new educatiw. 
The immediate goal is an integrated 
national network of medical care at all 
levels. 

If is based on four approaches; com 
puteWsarkwi of fnupira/s on the basis 
of "rapid diagnosis." which can be 
done with compuierised testing equip¬ 
ment; remote control or treatment for 
areas ur districts without permanent 
doctors: accelerared irceimeot cf 
emerfemies through a warning sys¬ 
tem whose network covers the entire 
territory and i$ conneaed, everywhere, 
to a hospital centre; finally, a general 
support apparatus for the ofdest s^- 
ment of the pnpufarioii, whose special 
problems must m treated with g^ter 
frequency and swiftness. 

To fill all of the medical jobs that 
this will eventually entail, the prog¬ 
ramme provides for an increase in the 
number of doctors and training for all 


The Tokyo teievtamn 
tower 


types of assistants, called "health en¬ 
gineers," who will be less qualified 
than the doctors themselves. Already 
there are predictions that there will 
not be enough of ihem. Consequently, 
their tasks w’ill have to be subdivided 
again and another group ut medical 
aKsisianis created. 

To achieve this progress:, the com- 
puterisaiion of health will first de¬ 
mand a complete medical checkup 
twice a ^ar, so that all the means of 
preventive medicine can be deployed. 
If an entire population is to be treated 
twice a year, an even larger staff of 
medical personnel will be needed be¬ 
hind the computerised testing 
machines. 

Finally, computerisaiinn, like elec¬ 
tricity. will be placed of the perma¬ 
nent disposal of every citizen during 
the whole course of daily life. The 
home computer can be connected to 
provide work at hume for persons who 
want TO pursue their tasks outside the 
professional workplace; it will also 
^ing into the home information, 
medical serviceL games, educational 

a emmei for children, all of It 
dualised according (a need. This 
computerisation of everyday life will 
develop human capacities in a natural 
and permanent way. 

The true takeoff point will come 
with the final perfection of tval com- 
munrcjd'on in the relationship be¬ 
tween man and the machine, by means 
of the synthetic voice without the need 
to be able to read or write to use the 
machine. 

This new advance has already been 
perfected by several Japanese and 
American electronics firms on the 
basis nf what is called "the fifth gen¬ 
eration" of computers. These compu¬ 
ters integrate the most rapid calcuJa* 
(iun on microprocessors with very 
large-scale integrkiion~ VLSI—the 
most advanced miniaturised chips, 
and the greatest speed of calculation, 
in such a way that the computer 
-achieves the capacity to "recognise 
voices, and respond orally, anti to read 
the texts, plans anil diugrans pre- 
.sented to it." 

This same system, based un the 
VLSI, will permit automatic iransla- 
tion from one language toanuther. The. 
latest now provides simuhaneoux 
translation nf six languages; English. 
French, German, Italian, Spani'ih, 
Japanese. It will eventually he the 
mainspring of the Intemalixauim nf 
communication systems. 

This advance toward the new society 
can be cortceived only on a planetary 
scale The vast sums of capital re¬ 
quired. the internal upheaval of social 
structure and acceptance of Inier 
dependence—ell are linked to the new 
world equation. This cauation »up- 
poaes on (he part of inc rich but 
exhausted industrial nations, OPEC, 
whose wealth remains sterile, and the 
Third World nations, whu have every¬ 
thing tu build, enmmon dedication to 
the new revolutionary form uf de 
velopment, the worldwide applicaiion 
of computerised society. Time is run 
ning out. m 
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The one male pleasure that’s still 

entirely a maiVs. 



All C«nlwln glvet you it 0 
shovo.A tuporb tnovo. 
Not boy moott girl. Not 
polo, ompiy clolmt. Jutt o 
smooth. comfo<toblo 
shovo. 

Thot't tho Coni win shovo. 


^ Cootren InOwslhol Alllonco ltd., lombor 


Tho fhgvo that Irvos up to 
ttt ptbmiso. Bocouso ^ 
Zypox. A unigoo polymer 
tooting thof filli in ovon 
microscopic imporfoctiont 
in tho shoving odgo. So 
that tho blodo glidot 
oosily ovor your toco. No 
nicks. No cuts. No nnor 
burns. Evor. Shovo otter 
tilktn*sn>ooth shove. 

Tho Contwin shovo. 

Try it. You'll novor soltle 
lor loss ogoln. 
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Will the neutron bomb 
launch World War III? 


W hen the first etomk 
bombs were eiptoded 
over Jipen, the world 
look^ with awe at 
pictures of the vast 
cftarecteristic nuahrooB*shoped 
cloud and leanti with emasement of 
the titoifkaAce of fiuion and kilo* 
tons of explosive power. Popular 
explaDatioQs received wide public¬ 
ity. The world found it easier to 
accept the heat and blast pro^ 
erties; these were matnifieo iMt 
recogaiseble effects of TNT, and 
therefore, familiar and understand¬ 
able. ftui cisuaJots caused by 
radiation roused widespread fear « 
the unknovD. 

When the survivors of Hiroshima 
and NauMki beean le die slowly 
from radiation slyness, the public 
was subjected to iruesone fore* 
casts of the lingering terrors of an 
atomic war: rbe spread of deadly 
clouds which killed weeks and 
months later. Over the years, one 
learnt with dismay that the super- 

C rs had developed a fission 
1 bomb, end then e fission- 
fuiion-fisaion device which dealt 
with megatons of explosive power 
and a terrifyitm fallout that could 
kill slowly, mJes away from the 
point of impaa Nevule Shute's 
novel, Oa the 5each. based on the 
theme of e world slowly dying after 
a global nuclear war. became e 
bestseller: a film based on the book 
was a box-office hit. 

Then there was relief to learn 
that the scientists were takina steps 
to control a 'dirty* bomb's raoiacion 
and produce a relatively 'dean’ 
Dudear bomb. The motive was not 
entirely humaniiarian. Radioactive 
dust clmds could wipe out friendly 
continencs if blown in the wrong 
dlrectionMoreover,armies were on* 
able to advance after a nuclear 
itrika if the battlefield was heavily 
contaminated by radioacbve 
bris. The eiwi was to produce clean¬ 
er bombs to enable soldiers to 
traverse an area soon after it had 
been devastated by a ouclaar 
itrlkei modairn tanks and armoured 
personnel cniTlars CAPCs) are fit¬ 
ted with eirtigbt hatches to fadJi* 
tata this. 

During the last decade, one read 
report s mat seamed to reverse this 
(rend. Efforts were being made to 

a e selectively 'dl^' bomb 
produced s high-mtensiry 
radiation of deadly but ihortUved 
eautroas: this was the neutron 
bomb which kills more by radiation 
(baa by blast or fire. Tha aim was to 



^Qm . E .A.VA$ (Midi) 

quickly kill men on the battlefield, 
particularly those manning tanks, 
with as small a blast as possible. 
Both the USSR and the USA had 
made prototypes ol these weapons. 
Then in August 1981. the USA 
announced that they intended to 
manufacture these. The bomb 
would not be stockpiled in Europe 
without consulting the allies: tnt 
weapon could be airlifted wherever 
required within hours. The USSR 
condemned the USA for this deci¬ 
sion, but announced in September 
that they were following suit. 
France at^ China have stated that 
they will also manufacture neutron 
waroeads. 

The neutron bomb can be fabri¬ 
cated either as a warhead to a 
missile or as a shell to be fired from 
a conventional artillery gun. at li¬ 
mited ranges of between 30-120 
km . It is meant to ttffset the 
USSR's superiority in (inks; SO.OOO 
versus the NATO's 11,000 on the 
western front (in Europe). A one- 
kiloton neutron bomb would kill 
tank crews within 700 m (rf the 
impact point by radiation. Those 

outside ibis tone but up to 1.000 a 

away would die of raoiacion sick- 
nass a few days later. To accom* 

S lUb tha same results with a stan* 
ard nuclear warhead, one would 
have to use a lO-kilotoci warhead 
which would also destroy structures 
up to 1000 m away. A one-kilotoo 
neutron bomb w^d only cause 
damage by kdast up to 4$0 m from 
the pednt of iopam; a smaller area 
than the one in which all tank crews 


A one*kiloton neutron 
bomb would kill tank 
crews within 700 m of the 
Impact point of radiation. 
Those outside this zone 
but up to 1.000m away 
would die of radiation 
sickness a few days later. 


would die iniTiilly. 

World reaction to the neutron 
bomb bes been a mixture of horror 
and apprehension. The USA and its 
allies are afraid. Because the range 
of neutron bombs is Umiced and its 
affects are concentrated and res¬ 
tricted. local commanders wiU be 
tempted to use it as a tactical 
weapon. The neutron bomb might 
become a catalnt for escalation 
and convert a snortrange tactical 
ouclear war into a longrange nuc¬ 
lear confrontation. West Germany 
and Italy consider the US decision 
uotimely: they regret that (hey 
were never consulted and believe 
that the weapon will complicata 
future SALT agreemants. 

More than 40,000 'targets.’ most 
of them in kussli and Ei stern 
Europe, have NATO nuclear 
waapons earmarked for them. 
These ’targats' vary from missile 
silos and naval vasseli at saa. to 
sections of Soviet cities, providing 
an American President with a wide 
choice of nuclear options. Among 
these thousands of flexible re¬ 
sponses. is there a plan to fire a 
single nuclear missile as a "demon¬ 
stration bomb'? Alexander Haig, 
the US secretary of state said there 
was such a plan for a nuclear 
^warning shot" and this has 
sparked off a controversy which ia 
somehow associated in the minds of 
the public with the neutron bomb. 

Anyway, it is clear that the manu¬ 
facture of neutron bombs is a re* 
turn to the strategy of gradual^ 
deterrence which accepts the 
dangerous concept that should a 
battlefield commander find it diffi¬ 
cult to contain a tank assault with 
his limited conventional forces, 
then he would be allowed to. use 
tactical ouclear weapons to offset 
his conventional irueriority; this 
violates the axiom chat control of 
nucleai weapons should always be 
at the bigbest political level. It ii 
inconceivable that a neutron bomb 
or any ‘demonscration* nuclear de-' 
vice could be exploded during hos¬ 
tilities vrithout a conflict escilacing 
into an allout nuclear exchange 
between the superpowers in which 
the world could be destroyed. 

Official US response to this 
observanoft is that the neutron 
bomb is oot designed to make a 
nuclear war more thinkable, but to 
make aggression less so. Because It 
is less aamiging except to soldiers, 
it will be a more credible deter- 
rtat—aspect which today is lack¬ 
ing in their strategy of deterrenea. 
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Money bock aiut 5 yeon 





Get cash-returns 
at periodic 
intervals plus 


life cover too! 


Money bick ofoin orccr xo ycon 




Moocy baAa|iinite 15 yetrt 


MONEY BACK POLICY 

An ideal plan to meet the demands of modem livmg. 



Here's an insuriDco schone 
(hot ^ves you ca&h return at 
periodic ioiervaJs and also 
provides full life iosunocc 
cover to your family duriog 
the policy term 

The Money Back Policy is 
available for terms of xa years, 
15 y«rs, 20 yean or 25 years. 
The assured gets the- entire 
amount in three or four instal¬ 
ments depending on the sdec- 


tioo of tbe term. That tmh 
mums at periodic intervals 
will come in handy to meet the 
needs of children's education, 
marriage, stin-io-life, down 
payment for owning a 
or for any other urgent need. 

In case of death at any time 
during the polky term, the 
full sum assured is paid along 
with bonuses for all the years 
for wtuch premiums are paid. 


Maoey back apia after ao years 

irfcapcctive of the Bomber of 
instalment that would have 
already hm received by the 
policyholder. 

Tto is an ideal policy for 
with foresight who look 
forward to a better tomorrow. 

Contact your LIC Agent or our 
oearen office {ot full details. 




LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA 
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Best five 

yearsrunning i ‘ i 

Mr 5. 8ridhir«n, an appr«ntice of the I 

Motor Ifulunriei Company (M1CO), I L I 

han won the President'^ gold medal for I * L 

beiDC the best apprentice in India. 

This IS the fifth successive year that a 
MICO apprentice has won the Presi- '111 
dent*8 award which carries a certifi- | . 1 I 

cate of merit, a gold medal, Rs 5000, a | L ^ 1 

too] kit and a tour of major industrial | 1 I 

centres. The MICO vocational centre 

has also been declared the best train- __ 

ing establishment in India. 

Fair and fast i ■ --i Wonder s 

Mr Gurudayal Sin^ Pander, deputy 

inspector gerwral of police. Manipur. ifKf 

has shown huwyuu can recruit person* * 

nel last and fairk. There were *S0 ^ 

candidetes vying for 19 vacaroes fur 

the post of assistant sub-inspecton In 

the state police force. After the pre- 

hminary physical tests 53 were chosen t 

for the written test. Medical tens were i Wm ^ 

conducted soon afterwards and Mr |^4v 

Pander announced the list of selected I f. 

candidates the same night, leaving no A 

room for complaints and not giving H| 

any chance to anybody to influence W \ 

the selection procedure. L 

Trusts for eye trealmentn "Tt—: 

^ 1/f WlJJiim r 

Dr Krishne Janeswamy. a leading vaniu Collet 
vpthalinic surgeon of Madhya ladelphia. 
Pradesh, has set up three chariteble calls the “ht 
institutions to perpetuate the memory enable peopli 
of his parents and his uncle. The cent of the : 
KamaU Devi institute will provide near normal 
facilities for eye surgery, the J. Yoga* is patierned 
ricindam general ward will pruvide free the hotkey b 
post ope rat ion care and the C. V. wonder spec 
.lanaswaroy charitable trust will pro* improve di; 
Vida funds for opening an eye bank widen the fs 

Helping the poor stand on their feet: 



Wonder spectaclesi 


4 



Dr William Peinbloom of the FenniyI. 
vania College of Optometry m Phi* 
ladelphia. l^iA. has invented what he 
calls the “hone^ bee* lenses which 
enable people with as Uttle as two per 
cent of the iHMtDal vioUm lo have a 
near normal reading ability. The lens 
is patierned on the compound eye of 
the hotkey bee. These ni^*powered 
wonder spvciaclet will also greatly 
improve distance perception and 
widen the field of visiOQ. 


From its humble beginnings in a tiny 
room in the Sapgachi slum Calcutta, 
which served as a nursery fw 40 
students, the Bengal Service Society 
has come » long way. Today this social 
welfare organisation runs a hospital, a 
high school, lihrary. vocational train* 
ing institutes an<f several nutrition 
programmes fur children in and 
around Calcutta. It was founded in 
1968 ^ Milton Edward McCann and 
his friend Sisir Kumar Dasgupta. Mr 
McCann is also the general secretary 


of Tmes des hurames ilndiah another 
social service organisation f It was 
founded in 1959 by Ednmd Kaiser, a 
Frenchman, who was deeply moved 
while reading an article oo the fate of 
civilian populations caught in the 
Franco-Algerian war. Says Mr 
McCann, "All our programmes in the 
slums and villages are so planned that 
the pniic may bMome self*suppurtmg 
and independent of ch^iy. Imause 
continual relief only lends to turn 
already poor people into beggars." 


Fiim actress Zeenat Aman ar cAe Socrefy otfrce 






Calcutta Waterways cz=i 

To relieve the excessive pressure on 
the existing transport s^tem of Cal¬ 
cutta. a plan fur a circular water 
transport system has been drawn up 
by the Central Inland Water Transport 
Corpontion. The pro^ will have an 
initial investment of Rs SO crores and 
a total outlay of Rs 109 crores. The 
proposed waterway will serve more 
than four miUion people living in the 
eastern and southern areas of Calcutta 
and some parts of the Sundarbans. 

BHEL tops i 1 

Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited has 
bagged the All India Top Exporters* 
Shield for outstanding performance 
dunng 1979*60. The export activities 
of BHEL cover about 40 countries and 
the companv also provides ctmtulian* 
cf services lor setting up factories for 
the manufacture of power transfor* 
mers and fyntchgeart. BHEL*s recent 
Khievements include the setting up.of 
two 120 mw thermal power staiionn in 
Ubya and a Rs ?20 million electrifica¬ 
tion project in the GUan region of 
Saudi Arabia. 

Help for the aged i ~i 

la keeping with the United KationF 
decision to observe 1912 as the Inter¬ 
national Old Persons’ Year, the 
Madhya Pradesh branch of the Indian 
Social Welfare Board has set up a 
special bureau to deal with problems 
01 the aged. The special bureau which 
includes economists, doctors and 
sociologists will advise old people how 
tu keep themselves engaud and physi¬ 
cally tit. All lerviias will be rendered 
free of charge. 

Prize tor research i- 1 


The Shh Amrit Modi Research Found¬ 
ation award tor original research work 
has been oagged Prof. I. S. Chopra, 
head of the Mpartment of Neurology, 
Post Graduate Institute for Medical 
Studies, Chandigarh. The Rs tO.OOO 
award has been given on the basis of 
research work on strokes afflicting 
young pe<^le in northwest India The 
thesis has evaluated the magnitude of 
the problem and how it affects the 
social welfare of the community. 

Thrifty Bhilai workers i—i 

The Bhilai Steel Plant has bagged the 
national avrard for outstanding coii 
tribution to the national savings prog* 
rwDBia: its pawoll savings scheme has 
been judged tne best In the country. 
About 55,000 employees of the plant 
hold 1 , 10.000 cumulative time deposir 

and recurring deposit accounts in 
which they concribuie Rs 31 lakhs 
every month under the payroll 
schcme^-deduclions are mioe from 
salaries. During 1960-61 Bhilai Steel 
Plant employees contributed Rs 20 
crores unMr various securities of the 
national savings programme. 
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A secure future for your family 
- isn't that what you as a 
family man are always striving 
tor'^ the knowledge that there 
IS money for education, 
marriages, a house or what¬ 
ever, and that the future 
cannot eaten you unprepared 
gives a sense of security. You 
have your savmgs in 
Canara Bank's Oeposrt schemes 
to stand by youiust 
when you need it 

Canara Bank s Recurring 
Deposit scheme is for salary 
earners to save a fix^ sum of 
money every month without 
feeling the pinch 


To take care of your children's 
education start a Vidyanidhi 
Depoail which will grow along 
with your children. 


Their 
future 
cannot be 
lento 
chance 


Canara Bank’s Nirantara 
Deposit is an ideal retirement 
plan that yields you an income 
every mon^ after a few years 
even while your prif>cipal 
remains intact. 

Choose a scheme or a com- 
OinaUon best suited for your 
needs 

Our other deposit schemes 
are Kamadhenu. Fixed & 
Savings Bank deposits. 

Visit any one of our 
branches today - it's tor your 
future 






THE WORLD 


Is Marcos a kidnapper? 


Pr«!>ldent Msrc4>» of the 
Phllippinvs Ms vehemently 
denieo that he had a hand in 
the mysierioua disapfKarance 
of hit son-iodaw. Thomas 
Manoioc (32>. Mr Manotoc 
had divorced ha first wife 
AoTora Pljuan^ihe i970 Miss 
Inicrnational, before mar- 
ryiiiK President Marcos' 
daufthier. Imee (2€)» in Amer* 
ica recently. The Manoioc 
family received a ranaom note 
alleg^ly written by Mr Man 
otoc indicetinj he was a pns* 
oner. Kiaiemcntn issued ^ 
three membeit of the family 
haw linked President Marcos 
with the alleged kidnappirti. 
the Hresidents yokosman 
(ienied that Miss Marcus and 
Mr ManiKiK had ever mar* 
ried, but later retracted the 
Matemeni.The President had 
uarhor mitdc known his dis* 
pleatureovcf the marrioee to 
Mr Marioi(»r. In his Jeniel 
siaiemeni Pre^udonr Marcos 
said that since divorce laws 



are not recoanlsed is the Phi* 
lippines (a noman CaihoJic 
country), Mr Manotoe '‘poses 
nu problem to any meniMr of 
the President*! family." be* 
cause he IS, by the lew of the 
land, still mnmed to his firal 
wife. But Thomas Maiwioc 
had actually obtained his di* 
wree in the Dontnican Re¬ 
public. 


American 
spy base in 
China? 

That there are two Amer¬ 
icas electronic Boniiorins 
sites ut Chim bu been in 
opee Secret since June last 
year. But now coaei the start* 
lif^ report that these two 
spying besM in the Xinjieni 
uy^ur ceeioa^borderlni (he 
Soviet Union In Western Chi* 
na. are manned by American 
technicians. These spying 
pDsi! are for nonitorin^ Rw 
Sian missile tesu> AmerKan 
iifficiak have rofmed to coot* 
ment on this revelation, Chi¬ 
na has repudiated (ha alle^ 
ties. 


Russia 


To w 


at France 

The Official Soviet oewa- 
paper itvesria has launched a 
bitter attack on French lead* 
era. Reason? "Impudont in- 
terfertnee In the purely Inter* 
pal affairs or Poland.* 
Thoufh the lovernmaQr 
newspaper bai not mentioned 
any iMividuaJ leader, it It 
evident that the reference li 
to Preiident Mitternnd who 
condemned the military 
crackdown in Poland. “Can 
iPaopla caUint ihemialvas kf* 
lists rapeat the ariumenrs of 
the extreme rifht }* the paper 
asked. 


China’s big plans 


Libyan model Cor Ghana 



Rawlings: another Qedhafi^ 

Flight Lt Jerry Rawlings, 
who on 3] December over¬ 
threw the civilian govern¬ 


ment of Ur Hilla tiemann in 
Chiea, bss announced a tys* 
tarn of ^ernnent rhei beers 
resemblance to that «if Lbva: 
There will ba local defence 
committees in villeges, towns, 
offices end factories to r nsure 
that his coup (His second in 
three years) proves success¬ 
ful. In hks long broadcast ever 
Accra Radio to Chau's tl.7 
mil I ion people. Flight Li 
Rawlin^ said; "We have an 
immediate task for these com- 
mitiees->that of defending 
thi! revolutHHi and ensuring 
the eiposurc nf saboteurs.* 
Flight Lt Rawlings, whose 
father was a Scaisman. had 
described Libya as "a revolu* 
lioury dream” while on a 
visit to that country last year. 



Zhao: cleaning the sables peop 




Chioi’i Premier Zhao 
Ziyani has announced mai- 
Siva rcformetion plant to 
maka t9S2 "a year of re* 
j**venation." Ihe aim of (be 
Chinese taaderihip la to in* 
fuM new life into the aging, 
over*i(affed bureaucracy 
which IS seen as a major 
obKicla to economic growth. 
Ihe I2th Communist Party 
congress^heduled to be 
this year,will also be a erveiai 
tesi for Deng Xiaoping who 
will try to remove supporters 
of his deposed nval nua Kuo* 
feng ano further strengthen 
his grip on the reins of power. 
None of the propoaad ro- 
forms, however, has tny* 
thing to offer to the ordinary 
pewe. 


Briefly 


East Germany cautious 


Lord of the capitalists 


Nineiy-year-old Marcel 
Dassault, rbe owner of the 
aircraft company that manu¬ 
factures Mirage, and believed 
to be the richest man in 
France, bas pulled off 
another major financial deal, 
proving (her a capitalist can 
thrive even under a socialist 

C overnmvnt. Ur Dassault 
ou^f 20 per cent of the 
shares in Europe One, the 
centintnt'i big^t eoamer* 
ciai radio station. LartiW he 
bad handed over a i^orin 
shareholding In hli aircran 


company to the French gov¬ 
ernment without asking for 
compensation. Egypt will buy 
tbe first batch oi his new 
Uirw 2000 for CSSO mlUkia. 
Ur Dassault wbo bas been 
dcKribed as *the biggest 
share dealer of tbe century,** 
mently issued a series of 
rull*page advertisements 
praising laoli and medium 
enterprises. One of ihetn cal* 
Ted for e type of French 
■lotorcycle (o challenge the 
Japaf^ models and Mr Das¬ 
sault idfifliUKing this venture* 


The East German secviiy 

E lice,fearing 'Polish-siyle* 
>our unsesi have arrested 
several East Germans who 
were known to be sympaibe- 
uc to SolidariTy. west Ger¬ 
man news magezine Der 
« 

Jamming 

beoadcatte 

BBC bcuudeasu for Poland 
are beleg jammed, by the 
Soviet Union. This was re¬ 
vealed recently bv the BBC 
enguieers wbo alWg^ that 
the Russians were using dls- 
lortfd voices to jen broad* 
casis. IriiaiA hw lodged en 
officiel pretest wit\ tbt 
Soviei UnioQ. 


Spiegel has reported e num¬ 
ber of strikes in the country 
adding that pare^leu puli' 
Jisbed by dissidents have 
bveit circulating for some 
time and that workers have 
often dashed witb the police* 

Dbputa over 
islands 

The siraluaic islands in the 
Aaaba Gulf have become the 
subject «if dispute between 
Israel and Epypt Israeli guv- 
vrnmeni officials have 
warned thai if Kgypi hands 
over those islaniN re Saudi 
Arabia after they are evacu¬ 
ated. it would be aviniatiun 
of rhe Camp Dgvid accord. 
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6IHE SUMIV^ mWETT SECfflOM 



I f h im f«»tsvals UY meAni i ^ 

ur|K of Audience, to see 

films, (hen Filmotsev 

(U WAS fulfilling mdeed. ^ 

oicurred during the screen* ' 1 & 

HuKinJrA SsdAn. Word had 
(M( that was 

film Calcuttans were 
Anyone who 

someune. or happened to 

to 

Filmorsavdele* 
gates arrived bu( 
realise lay 
(or row 

of seats was occupied by ^ - 

governmen (officials, most A »4dl frvm HonewuckU; Hose ft/&4J;ahowfl e( rhc /esriVe/ 

01 whom had accoiBpamed ... ., . . 

(heCovemor imo the hall ime of going to press M A mong the many intellec- 

lor the «.reenin| of the film, l^’ojcl''» WPP««J^ w be Aiuil* who went to Me 

"on his way ” (as the beaut i • the Godard n i rospect ive, 

T here was sea. There was ^til young lady at i he G rand were a couple of wits. Quip* 

violence. ‘Sex on the Hotel's recept ion desk told ped one of them w hen asked 

movie Kreen and violence funniest incident what he thought about the 

in (he queues to buy tickets occurred on 11 January— Godard movie which he had 

for the 'hot' movies. One <l*y Ulouch Sahab was just seen; “Good. But the 

such film to heat all re* believad tv fly in. Naturally camera almost always 

cords—for blackmarkateers enough when news got seems to shift from the sub* 

and sex- film buffs—was Afrf arou nd the t the celebra ted jeci to the object. “ When 

k$. a Finnish film directed director was coming, scribes asked to explain, he replied, 
b>' Rauni Moifberg. Dunng end photographers flocked “You see, whenever there 

tlM press show, iliere was a to Calcutta airport Strange- was a bedroom scene, the 

capacity crowd with a num- ly* no one had any idea of H camera did not linger on the 

ber of iwople sitting on the telouchS appearance and characters but veered off tu 

stairs insioe the auditorium phoiographWs were seen a huge wall clock licking 

The f 1 Im over, someone re «! ts k mg away at any 1 ore- away! ** 

marked that there were iJ Miner who emerged from Air 

love-making sequences. India flight l.<2. Suddenly A/T'^ny were dis- 

Ih Ugeni V jewing, t hat ! No I here was a flutter of excite XVXappoi need wi th d i rec- 

wgode r that a ticket for iW/f* "lent when a few people tor-actur A mi>l Fa lekar- N o. 

kd was tme of the most tree *vere seen garlanding a fore* 1 am nut speaking about his 

sured possessions. igner. Was that Mr Leluuch? fiJm..4ihrier. but of his be- 


A fter (he success of 
Afd una Cetihangal. 
actor, writer and director of 
(he Tamtl film industry. 
Bhagvarajis now dictating 
terms to producers who are 
making a hvehne fnrhis 
door. Ehogvaraj has in¬ 
serted a clause in his con¬ 
tract wherein producers are 
to pay (he advance and then 
leave him to his own device. 
No questions to be asked; 
no answers volunteered. In¬ 
cidentally, the Tamil hit was 
me^ in Kindi (£ir Hi Bhool) 
and in Tefugu too. At the 
moment, Bhagyara) is 
toying with the idea of mak¬ 
ing a Hindi remake uf the 
Tamil hit OruXaj Oui 


Sarirha wuh fuff/ffed’ 


S an the's hopes oi making 
It big in Andhra Pradesh, 
bei home state, may ho real¬ 
ised at last.nim that 
Thaneer Thaneej and Xrdrj- 
famme are suing to lie re¬ 
made m Temgu. Till now. 
the actress had iK'en popu¬ 
lar in Tamil Nado while her 
home state remained in¬ 
different towards her ta¬ 
lents. Incidentally, both the 
remakes will be directed by 
K. Ba/achander. 

W hat is so special about 
IC. R. V/jeya's new 
watch? Its price; the tiny 
rhini costs one 1 akh rupees! 
Evidently, Vijaya Is not cun 
cerned about cKe feet (hat 
her husband’s financial 
affain are in a shambles. 
The actress was thrilled to 
the cure with her latest ac¬ 
quisition and exhibited it 
around the set for quite 
sometime before shooting 
began. Naturelly. husband 
Ve/tyudhen is hardly 
■mused with such extrava¬ 
gance at this critical junc* 








SwKtey uvelt Beginning 31 January 


By AMRITLAL 



ARKI (1B Aprll-.1l Hpv) Th«. 
^untorrunptp^. Ip ooi P v«fy 
ikjdry wppk for you BunnMp 
I iffpirp tMn M vpry dpmpnOtrg. 
iHoopvpr, you pro roqurod io 
oxorcttp SPWtion.On the profeepkir)oi fronC 
progropp wtU bo plow but Moody. Vour homo 
wM romiir .to bP P POureo of |oy ond 
hoppnotp. Afierxip ortd roloBvoo wM rmPeo 
this p vory buoy wooh hr you. Poiipnco atto 
courogp mMI help you Wo ovor iho dlTNcult 
llmos. Opip gilv; y. 2 ond 6. Lucky 
MkPti: 3» a pr>c r Ftvpuriblp Mroctlpo: 
South. 



LIO 0i AopppUM StUpnMr} 
By ond iMgo ns «Mi bo p mcOy 
wophtoryou PTO0f«M«iMbO 
rpmpnioCOo tor tioso ui OOr* 
VICO. A pfvnoOori« not unU(^ 
ly tor Pie todopr onos tmong you The 
Oompoiic trvo wi romon p oourco of 
iflpptf poon and foy tor you A word ol odvico 
•do riot lol mp rpcpM SUCCOPP n your work 90 
to your hood, but keep • watch on your 
ton^ and mpko oiffo npi you ppy your 
oiaoriy roiotwop pnd tnonds duo lospoct 
SpoP Pitos I . 5 and 6. Ucky OMbort: 2. 6 
and 7 Faroof i bi i P ifi cP pop: Sou* arto EoM. 



TAURUS (ts Docpmbpr—14 
Janiary) Although itio pesl 
;*ool(S have boon rolotivoiy 
calm, ttva one is gotng to ba i 
hociic or>o* on iho profoMtonol 
pp WON as The domostc ironic Your hoPRh 
too wM bP P COUSP Cri bothorpbon pnd worry 
In Ipct. not only Miouio you look aflor 
yeurpoif, but you ohouto p>so loho good ctrp 
ot the hoKHh ol an otoony lamly mpmbor. On 
thp domtoOC front, norp orobtoms pro lndi< 
caiad Good iPtot: 2. 4 ond 6. Ucky 
iOfnbtn: 2. A ond 9 Fpvwrikli dlrooibo: 
vvoai 



TAURUS (IS May-14 Jpppj 

I AHhough ih<p miQm bo o toirty 
I lucky wook lor you PO lor os 
lyour knpropl condflion to con* 
'comod. you pro novorthoto c a 
•dvlNd Id rofraih from lending moooy thip 
week Argumonu and ouarrels art Ut^ to 
crop up you ore Pdviood to keep your 
temper under control end ovoid pcononoo 
ihai pro iihply lo lead to C^fftroncoo of 
opinion, A mombor of tN ooooolo cox wM 
pniwtoro wilh your work OpoPdflat i.Spnd 
S. Laely Rffnhrt; 1, 6 ond 7 FavouroMt 
dirocUop: Eatt. 



mRGO (IS StiMpr—14 Ode- 
tar) A vory rough week cooma 
to ta ohood of you vourfiooRh 
wNi couso you p groat doof of 
onwotv liowpvor do not bo 
unduly womod 0roeo yoursoH tor oipsop* 
pom li Tion tc IMI ora Hioly to come your wpy 
Thopo in oorviea mty not bo very cuecooofui 
41 CPrryvig out your ossigrYnonls, DucmosP* 
men may not bt PM to onior into very 
succasplui corvadc Not ■ good weak lo 
ro*y on your fnondi tor help pnd ouopori 
Qopp tatpc: 3t, 2 and 4 Ucky wtarc: 3.6 
pnd 9 FppppfcWi SfrodMO' Eact 



aFRICORN (IS Jicpary-14 
Fobrnpry) 8o prppirod This 
wpoK will Oofihii^ bP very 
IruthA. a jOumpy which you 
hpvo boon wonlmg to take for 
a long hmt «4I maionaliBP ond will polvo o 
ponding probiorr However, do nni bo milod 
by your good fortune tor .you mtghi incur 
hMvy locaoc through apoculilion pnd 
gombtag. Stay away from poinica. A 
word ol oowico do not sQuondar oway your 
oamvigc on QueclionaM ptoaourop OPOk 
putt; 3, S and 6 Latby numban; 3. 4 end 9. 
FavocriMt Pttttttoo. Southpaai 


SEMIN1 ns ^aM-14 Julyi 
Sportvnon and ehPdrarv thia it 
j 5^* auceaco tor you, 

Tour raaourcafulnaw and con* 
' lactp wNI carry you Ihrough tore 

waok and wH bo roopoosibio tor moaf of too 
puccacp tool comop your way. Howovot. 
romance will bo 0 core potm »viotyrolotK>g 
to mptrors of tha haart wNI cononua A word 
Of odvico to ppocuiptorp and gpmbtors: do 
not taka unnacosaary npkp Ba 'attorui wh4o 
taking a dooiion. gppp Ms: 2, 4 end 9. 
Lacky awnben: S. 6 and 9 FpvocraMp NhsC' 
Han: North 


IMA (IS Octotar-14 *mm- 
tar) r rofa ao anals. work hard 
and cuccaas « yova. Tha brat 
hakof too waafc wM bo porbOJ* 
lorty lovourabfaf you wNiotand 
to goal Otfough m cf omona t you are m 
Cor^too ond through kicrabvo buomoss deofs 
if you ore o buMnooaman. However, bo on 
your guard, tor thora ato chancac that you 
rmghi sniar awo (tapuias with your arrv 
ptoyars. Eaorctoa paoarwa «i doaing with 
tooaa to oiftoonly. Goad iPiat. 31. i and S 
Lacky antart; 2, 3 ond 6 . FpcoviMp dfrac* 
Mb; Norm 


AQUARIUS US Fobniiry—14 
Mirtal Forgoi your good tor* 
tune of too pasi montha tor toia 
week you wiN face irmuner* 
obfo probtomp on iho otoios* 
aionaii front There wiii bo enough couao tor 
rrwniil strain end hoortburnp on potty 
41UOS Thara la nothing to gal worried about 
tor tha dark pkias will Ctoor Try plao 10 
curb your tongue, yvu might koao a number 
of tnands n the procoai Bo pokoni and 
lacfhC. goo# Mar 31. 3 and e LMky 
■omtaic; 5, S ond 9. Fcveanbla dlracttoo: 
North. 





CAMCCR (IS JBly-14 Aagatl) 
Nou are kkety lo be under 
Sovoro manual presauro thro 

i wook Oo not bo plormad if 
your hapflh takas a downward 
turn, ii will ba caused by toe lersion you wik 
lAco. Employers ere kkelv to face labour 
{jfobiama, buwntsaman may not be able to 
lihd on oullpt lor thoir stocke. Howavor. do 
not Do doproaced: you wiN omorgo from tNc 
period ol Chpia wRh renmved ccatodonco. 
(i009Mtit:3i.1 8nd3.Uckypii«tan: 2.4 
ond 9. Ftaoanblo dttoctlu; Woot 



SCORPIO (IS 

rcoBihor) Speculators pnd 
Me M a vory kicky 
tor you' you art Utoiy to 
ijam torough riaky ventures. 
Progracp wiA not okido tooso in sonnea The 
dorrwsbc hoot wM coupe you some pfOb* 
lams. The alHudo of certain mambor c of 
your famPy w g oing id bother you. Oo not 
taka tomgp to heart, but OAoroso tact and 
ppboncp OmI MMc 1. 3 and 5 Ucky 
ooiHtart: 2. 6 and 7. FavoorsMc tataUpa: 
Ftorthw oi t 



PISCES (IS Mpreb-ll Aprilk 
The plans you had made to* 
wards ihe end of lasi year to 
go on a vocation will rnaional* 
icp tod week So. Ihis is going 
to M A vary busy and hecK week tor you 
Th« wvPk 1$ Ipvourabto lor thosP who will be 
pppopring lot OKprrMhphons and interviews 
Choncop are toot many of you may ger |obs. 
Fmonooi bentiia from an unexpected source 
are m toe oftmq 6pod daMt: 4 and S Ucky 
aiuBbon: 2. $ ono 9 Ftvoanbla diraetwu; 
East pnd North. 


Far Mou bom tahmo IS Javary pbp 14 Febnarf Moat of you. 
Capricomkpnp. mpkp your rngnay torough buptoopp. Bui moat of tha 
buptooa that you wll own In tuva wW not ba yours ongaiaiy you 
will start om by bamg a pomar. Laaar oa a raward tor your ofieaaitoy. 
you will ba given mooponoont emerge of mo buamassoo Thooo 
buiinooooo pro rnamry concamad wKh ajipofl>import vto toroigh 
good! Caprtoomi«ip atoo do good buMtoaa m gooda bkp tea. eon. 
cotton, ieotoor and madtotoa 

AHhough (Tool ol you pooaaoa a lof of money, mviy ofVou ore not 


hippy. You OtO botoored wOh Ihe unhapotness around you Sir^ 
you ca nnot do much id change ihp snuabon you remain cor>tani with 
doaig e M Of ooctol oomee Thuae of you between the oges of 34 
and 49 wM have a tavourcM bme tfep year H wiH rw be surorising if 
you happen to ocpuira the house ol your dreams withm toe rtaxl year 
or two A tomoto fnarto o' rolativo rngm help many of yexj to gen a 
torttfio Trip woman wi bo tab and dark Marry ot you rmghi got Ihp 
opport u rwy to Ry abroad tow yoor A word or two ot advico try m 
waer ctotooo toil are rod or deep bkro at colour. 


S3 






























KANPURi A man. believed deed, lespt 
oul of (he Funeryl pyre to the horrur and 
bewilderment »f the mourners at Can 
here today (30 December). Ram 
Autar. fl riekihew puller <i( Shuklafianj, 
consumed iin vverJose of intoxicants 
liiit night which rendered him unt’tm* 
Bcious and breathless. Ilis neighbours 
assumed he wa^ dead and took him tn 
the ghat for cremation. As soon as the 
pyre wia lit. the “dead man," with a loud 
cry came “alive" and jumped out of the 
re^Hf/rdustan Times (R. Swerup 
irme, Agral 

MADRAS; Wanted a bride/Want a 
bridOi yes a bride/To be my guide by my 
side./Brahmin must be your ce^te/l 
mean, to be my mate./Bachelor, 1 am of 
Iyer stock/Kor ye who venture to aik.i 
ShaoJin’i Chamber number/Now u my 
age I remember/My M.A. helped my 
way/To earn my monthly salary, aye!/ 
Rupa, Mala. Bindhya. Prema, hear/199] 
was my International year/tuThe Hm- 
dv send your leplyH'hose who tend to 
reply^Matrimonul advertisement in 
The Ifjndu (C. V. Kajagopal. Hyder¬ 
abad! 

JAIPUR The cuII for “all begins uffhe 
world to uniiu." may sound strange hut 
it has been given hy the Jaipur beggars 
who have formed u “beKRars* federa- 
liun." "Unless we uniie, we would not 
he able m fiuhl hack with those who are 
apaihetjc 10 words us," says Keiina of 
Kerala who was unanimously elected 
president nf the federation of beggars at 
a meeting uf the beggars held in Jaipur. 
He said: “Ours is the organisation of 
those who support their families by 
begging. This is a profession like any 
other profession."—nines of India 
(Hans Kumar Bhacia. New Delhi) 

NEW DELHI: In an unusual display of 
books in the “new arrivals* shelves uf 
the National Medical Library, a large 
number of latest books in several spe¬ 
cial fields are being exhibited to show 
up the pages torn out by student doctors 
undertaking advanced courses. The 
damage to the expensive books 
obtained against special orders placed 
abroad if exiensive. Despite the widely- 
■veilablt photostat facilities, self- 
centred individuals, in a wide range of 
medical ipeLialities. are removing 
whole sections from the books, topic- 
wUe—Hindusran nmei (C> Viju Kaka* 
tiya. Hyderabad) 


^ 0m Mb M 
•rf 


TRIVANDRUM; Even as the crime 
branch poike are trying lu unravel the 
mysteries of the mark list manipula¬ 
tions in the Kerala University, the 
medical college autboriiies have come 
across cases of leui divorce hy parents 
appereotly for the uke td securing 
admission for their children tu (he 
MBBS course. The method ol legal di¬ 
vorce. and subsequent illegel cohablia* 
cion, was resorted lu by parents to 
ensure a seat for their children in the 
reservation quota for “bnekwurd uptn- 
munities" for whom the family liicume 
limit is Rs lOJlOO. Tbe nio<fu« op^rjndi 
is to go to a sub-registry office, register 
a divorce and show the income of the 
mother in the sttxlent's application for 
MBBS selection. The college author Hies 
on a scrutiny uf the application of 
students m the proviskmal rank list this 
year, have come across three cases of 
divorce by parents, iwo of them from 
uilon district and one in Trivandrum— 
mnre Baw' Fatriks (Mrs Paviira Koc- 
hhar. Calcutta) 

TIRUVANNAMALAI (Tamil Nadu); 
Heard of the Godman who smokes 60 
iiurettes a day and has a substantial 
following^ SwamI Ramsurat Kumar 
(6Ji. who lives in a house adjoining the 
faromis Siva temple here, chainsmokes 
as be hears the woes uf his devotees and 
offers to “prey" fur them. The Swami 
shuns formalities, speaks fluent English 
and reads newspapers thoroughly. He 
said he came here, about IhSkm from 
Madras, lu sec Ramana Maharshi in 
1947. That was the toming point in his 
life He was initiated as a sanyavj in 
IV^J and came to liw here for good in 
I9S9. How did he contrail smoking? He 
vid he .went “mad'* after initiation by 
Swami Ramdas of Kecala «.nd look to 
smoking. Although no miracles are aitri- 
huied to him. his devotees ilaim he is m 
snJdf 1.4 (miracle worker) and some of 
ihcni are cunvimed chat he carries the 
spin) of Kuzhandagnann SwamI. a liKal 
siddha who “disappeared" in the Thir¬ 
ties, Nuied Tamil scholar K V Jj|;a 
nathan recently brought out a hook of 
semes in praise of Swami Ramsurat 
Kumar—Pmen Herald fH. S. Narayana 
Swamy, Mysore) 

LEH; Polyandry, abolished by the state 
government about three decades ago. is 
still prevalent in parts of Ladakh. Re¬ 
ports from Zenskar, Nubra and Chushul 
say the practice exists only in poor and 
middle class Buddhist Families artd has 
belMd arrest ihe decline in ptmlatioa. 
Polyandry is strictly confined to 
brothers and a woman does not have 
more than three hu^nds. In the past 
when men used to go to faravray places 
in search uf « livelihood, one of the 
brothers stayed at home by turn ce look 
after the common wife.,After the death 
of the eldest husband. common wife 
was at liberty to seek divorce from other 
husbanda. All that she had to do for this 
purpoM was 10 ue a thread to one uf the 
nogefs of the corpse and then cui the 
thread^Tiastfs of India. (Nancy Koul. 
Jammu) 
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How can Mrs Gandhi imprise her 
family rule on the couriiry when 
everybody has to face the electo* 
rate?—Rajiv Gandhi 

We are all patriotic people and 
when the nation is in danger, all 
patriotic people will come 
tugeiher—Charan Singh 

We are ashamed that we could nut 
retain our uniiy-Chandra Shekhar 

Who told yiHi I am worried?—Indira 
Gandhi on being asked why she Is 
afraid of opposition unity 

The moment one touchcH the judi¬ 
cial system with a pair of tungs, this 
privileged section (wealthy and in¬ 
fluential lawyers) makes nolses'P. 
Shiv .Shankar, union law minister 

1 consider any artempt by politi¬ 
cians to exploit their fhartians’l 
miseries as sinful—Jag j I van Ram 

Is It not surprising that the amounts 
that go beluw the table are treated 
as g(^, while the amuunis taken 
by cheque openly are termed a» 
corruption?—A. R. Amu lay 

I dun*i keep track of i>eun>—Rena- 
jii Roy. on being asked who would 
remain and who would gn after the 
next cabinet reshuffle 

Our Father who art in heHvenvSmy 
there/And we'll slay here un 
earth-Khushwani Singh's prayer 
for 1982 



I am jealous of Amitahh Bachchan. 
I am jealous of his women, hu 
voice, hts walk, his friendship with 
Rajiv Gandhi—Pritlsh NanJy in 
HuidUitan Tunes 

This (Pullsh crisis) is a pruNeni 
which can be solved solely by (he 
Polish people—Deng Xiau))mg, vice 

chairman. Chinese communist 
party 

What actuslly did he {Boycott) ex¬ 
pect of a country whose hoiipitiility 
and kindness tu strangers puts us to 
shame—Mika Iraarleyin Suirdtty 
Times 
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ANMM 

1, H tt a lachntQM wharaby ona atarax 
in a govammanui coaWon a^lMvaa a 
monopolY o< powa^ by da aW ymg Ha 
aiiM pareaa aacbort by aacMon Tlaawaa 
aaan m Eaa^ Eurepa in 194S. 

2. Vitamin D. n M fomtM m tha aWn wTtan 
axpoaad lo uHravioiaf raya aa in draci 
auniignt and le aaaanbal for tha formabon 
ot normal bonae and taaCh. 

3' A nal aUelcriad ovar an outdoor acana 
to aoiian iha aunagM 

4. dakavad to ba on ML Maru, it la a cdy 
ot gold and lamanao paiaeaa. ma naavan 
whtfa Viihf>o raigns. 

5. Wagrwr. 

6. Jonn Loudon hHacadam. 

7 Canma Tha cynca wara a aonooi of 
phrtoaophy loundad m Aiaiander Iha 
OraaVa hma by Ooganaa. 

8. In Waalam U$A. Th# bowt waa lormad 
through iha ramovai of vagawion by 
ploughing and in tha procaaa Oacanw 
axpoaad lo aavara wir^ aroaion 


8. It ia a itw tfta vcHuna of waiar of 
whkt) appaara too amal for bw vaiay 
through mhleh ri ia newmg. 
to. A Reman CMhoke funcWAary who 
pra ta n te qppg am g aMdanca ai ragard to 
tha Mfa of any dacaaaad parson d may 
propoaa 10 cw^Qisia 

11. On 24 August t572 Ovar 2.000 
Huguanofa wara masaacrad by tha ordar 
of tha Cathoic French court. 

12. H is a flag ndh a whiia aquara m o« 
centra hoiatad 24 hours Dafora a ship 
leaves a harbour. 

19 Accorong to Ptaio iha cardmai vr* 
luas wara juslica. prudence, temperanea 
and Iha nasxal vmuaa 
14 Tha 14 aiements from iiorarm to 

tawren o um 

csapwaoa ajt itqvt pi 
cAem aia iomm tauoAus 
aq ucd Aaux utmoiao Aq paamsod 
aeou Amo |ou eja san^M laupiao ti 
^Apifaj Ui V s> ituM tnq papooo a 01 uaMO 
aurau auK ae m6ku latad anig y 

4jnodo weujoio 


•i«iae IS )b dimaw aui w uiMM ' U 
taiwoApv s.iuwo » *1 ouM 01 

4jaM> Mtanu a a; itu« mg amo a^auds 
Aj*sa w iwsHu >0 piaaq lau auo 6 
tiMog isno au) ^ noA pincwi ajauM i 

^.dfuAb. 'pjOM 

agi I0 fimjeauj lauiOuo eut si leuy^ / 

<.auau siu 

SI lattM imuanui usfucog ■ uiq 4^ aauioo 
spao* dutcuepaoeui >o tuaisAs agi g 

t.au sa* ouM jesoduroo laoisstp 
snouwj a pauieui sunsoo iaiM^P 
(wueid shOkuaj aui^ sipsi*! g 

feeuwrwBA 

SI <tjaMM ’AboiouiAtij uaipui ui p 
lV si itLiM Aipeunq a 
io leau Aeu> auo tea ui|it 101 usiA a uQ g 
‘..uauffiiA auiusuns., am ai lauM Z 

cWMiod 

UI M $1 lauTA ino MOiMpun )0 puin itoadc 
t (O auitu aui ao lubiui soiidai nuaras t 

tumm 

¥0 


3S99II 3dN3liU 

MMdg OM iN$ Maat eacA 
^ iiMio «m pua '2W w lun jmh w e«u 
MinegieAN veiue etL uevpo Mom 
«u 10 offtps M pua VSHUSQ io purn M Ae« 

•WM4lBw>«aO«l«M|M4VCD«41 SXlltOWW 

lou piMO laa 0UO AuMino w «« pioi 


IV 0 

- A 

9H 9 

- 9 
e a 

< A evowKw 

rt a 

pQt r « 

0 • 

- A 

- 9 


teiDiftwowtoeuo vv«eN uaaopw; mb 
01 <a— w Bxflwa pweveatarai 

io I dm «• ei Mill • MB* pwwiuoa Mpoa 
tfwp—0u m »ni«i4i|0Ov>gtu0 Qieoa 

puowwp i M rufiMie vy MB* Mdaq IMW 

A WMti Kpnuao leu bW «U wncia 'woiBQ 
MB UMQ piM uaioie iMpAj AlMei«3 


ova 
stei V a 

LI A 

srosv a 

Aia Q tsaaa 

nia <tra 

«SAA 3 « piarovA 

spilpia " -a 

2 »(H rs a 
^ 0 V a 


01 M A 

sS6 a 

easewpu s-n iwm mwao 

W* MOm MTii iux OCuOdMl 
■AitOiMM i lOBa put OuUiOO WO* • OpiW 
|*u rWM M 94 Mnoe ON n>C« OUl U 
ilfo lunitu jBBuiiui M«i eu uBrwMt ti wppa$ 

us aq m evt ‘wovms it paina toipitw mh 

,0 m u w i Mg |0 iWiPOuil 6vKp;«* It* | 

ova 

$ 901 V a 
C9 A 

arovv a 

MM 

nr* out iii 6 u pw* uo aie«h oai^ imucsMo 
iiQ»*An*-«*av r Aq, u* inoo uo tuttH owmi 

3Spm 


NV31S 13VHOIM 


4 I 1 


PM 8wH van ea Me aia nnr 
' mm *nto 'b«d 9 m-0 
AB m PMUP 
14 


AAsoai:it)-d 


'4?d 


«*0 

*d W>d * * « 



K 



lata as 
•maMienwai re n 

npuSiUSn^ 

Aivai 

MM 
a amg «« m 

5 V 

ai 


*•11^ H >i !taa 99-9 « 

9P-««Miai4t« 7J 

a wepiwMMB ivtBi«L 
*«ei M ^ aim-ea &a«ate 
« «-d w 
sm«pew»9-o uidnsN 

w iq saw eMw «wd V g I ■ «• a a <01 



•a 




m 

•r 


an n nu A 


Mil 


Apra 

ta 

eu 

bApb 


AM p wiinwa iBUiiMiwV eu m mm 
Gu* elM V aaauneueM mu v mimmm 
pa09 MB* iiDMI JDJ 


|0W> AB «l mCOT 4uM umnawAqpdpM 
mmm mo mm ot 9 tt ipevpauH utnotp 

V Mmw * WD>|ieM uaM luwiiMa 

•Am e« ;du A eam ei 


— na 


L 

■IB ■ 

Baa 

BTB a 
a BIB 

■ 

E 

a 

a 

9 

a 

Bna#B 

a 


«B a a 


a 

LB, a j 

□ 




























8. AmbAlal Doehi Mara 
Fort. Bccnbay 400023. 

\ have ^ tpocihc water 
probtecn u detailed m my 
1 eccumpanriftQteltor.Pleaae 
< Mild your repreeeniative 


With WASP 
PnnipiBg vysttmt. 

I No matler where you 
live you can get water 
with fuU force from any 
sou rc e-< u nd erground 
tank, deep bore well or 
open well (as deep as 
85 metres). lake, river, etc 
Wasp has the widest 
range of pumps— 
Ceninfugal. Self-Pruning, 
Ejecio Jet Pumps, 
Submersible Pumps—to 
suit every requirement. 
We offer sound technical 
advice on how to select 
the right pump. 

We have a countrywide 
network of branches and 
dealers to give you quick 
and enicient service. 


Name 


Branch a; CatoutUt-M^raa 
New Oelhi-'SecundaratMd. 


OaiUtddi WS^779e 






DELHI DIARY 


F. M. KHAN TOTALLY ISOLATED 


THE isolarion el Mr F. M. Khu, the 
CoA|refts(l) MP trom 
who wss I close ascociace of the late 
Stnjay Gaadbi. seems to be com- 

K * te. From beiA| “Field Marshar 
an and “Father Mother** Kban, 
he it now back (o i^ain Mr F. M. 
Khan, How Mr Rajiv Gandhi 
i^red him by relusinc tv travel in 
his jeep decorated as an aircralt 
from Bangalore airport to the city, 
when he came for the Youth Con* 
uresad) national convention, has 
already been reported (Sunday t? 
January). But more humiUation was 
ID come Mr Khan's way during the 
actual convention. He failed to find 
a place on the dais in the conven* 
lion pdttdil Mr Anand Sharma, 
YC(1) general secretary, who had 
been given the job nf implemenimg 


Mr Rajiv Gandhi's stria instruc* 
(ioBs that none other than the 
national council cnembers of the 
Youth Conareesd) were to be 
allowed on m dais« ivould not let 
Mr Kban in. It was cold comfort to 
him that Mr Kal^ath Rai. AICQI) 
general secretary, also suffered the 
same fate. Do the last day of the 
convention Mr l^n d esp i t e ly 
nied to go up to the dais of the man 
rally to garlahd Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 
(On the dau with Mr Gandhi were 
Mr Gundu Rao and Mr Chulam 
Nabi Aiad, YC(1> j>mident.) But 
inditoity of ind^ides, the ^ice 
would not let him come up the 
stairs. The last strew was the olnner 
Mr Khan boated on 30 December 
Rajiv Gandhi did not attend it; he 
said be was iadiaposed! 


ADEQUATE 

COMMENTARY 


FLATFOOTED SECURITY 


THE sleuths from the Intelligence 
Bureau and RAW held a hush-hush 
conference on VIP security in Delhi 
in the first week of December ai 
Vigyan Bhawan. Most of the lec* 
tures followed the official blue 
book on security. In addition, lec¬ 
tures on terrorism were delivered 
by Mr Raun Schgal new in RAW 


but formerly in charge of the M’s 
secunty. But the flatfoots were in¬ 
evitably caught flatfcoied. While 
being taken on a round of the PM's 
house after the conduaion of the 
conference (he dclegatea, much to 
the diacomflnire of tMir leauren, 
were able to point out over ball a 
doaeo security lapses 


UNLUCKY VOTE BANK LEADERS 


IT it interesting that while Mrs 
Gandhi's main vote banks ere sup¬ 
posed to be faariians, Muslims and 
Drahmiaa>sone of the main losers in 
the last two years have come from 
these communities. Before the IS 
Jenuary reshuffle, (wo cabinet 
ministers were SKied. Mr V. C. 
Sbulda and Mr Kamlapati Tripathi: 


both arebrahodai FourCooeresMl) 
CMs have lost their lobe in tM last 
two year?: two of mem Mrs Ado- 
wira Taimur of Assam and Mr A. R. 
Anrulay of Maharashtra were Mus- 
Uma, and one was dm lone harilan 
CM Mr Jattimarh Palladia of fU- 
iasthaa. (The fourth CM was Mr 
Chaima Reddy of Aadhra Pradesh). 


AatuUy, PaAedis aod ThptcM : Mrv Gandhi caaV bash oe them 




If, p. Tiwari it very oblipat 

WHEN the leaders of the central 
trade unions met labour minister 
Nanyan Dutt Tiwari on the after* 
noon of 7 January to discuss the 19 
January strike, what do you think 
was ihrir opening larobit? One of 
them jokingly told the labour 
minister chat he had been dragged 
to the bargaining table at a time 
when he would have rather watch* 
ad the India-Australia hockey 
matd) in Bombay on TV. Mr Tiwan, 
over anaious to please the leaders 
so that Che strike could be called 
off, immediately asked his personal 
staff to bring a TV set into (he 
conference room. As a TV could noi 
be located irnmediaiely, a radio was 
brought in. The running commen¬ 
tary was on throughout the meet¬ 
ing. Obviously, nothing came of the 
meeting. 


TRIPURA 
WRITTEN OFF ? 

HAS the Congeaifl) ctaceded Tri¬ 
pura to the ^I(M)7 So ic seems 
from the itinerary of an obseiwar 
tent by the high coamand recently 
to the nortbeasteni states to stndy 
dm party organisation there. Tire 
Denver, A1CC<1) joint secretary, 
Mr R, V. Puiicker, spent 16 days to 
the region and went to Assam, 
Maghaiaya, Misoram, Manipur, 
Naplaad and Anmachal Pradesh. 
But CPl<M)-ruled Tripura was 
apparently sot important enough 
m Inm to virit. 

TAOPJECE: Twelve and not 13 
teems to be the unlucln number for 
Mrs Caedhi'i party. It was on U 

e se 197$ that ^ Allahabad High 
urt judgment came. Aod m 
Antnlay judgment came on 12 
January IW. 

D. E NIZAMUDOW 
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If a shine is all vou rc 
looking for, any shoe pol* 
i$h will do. We're talking 


X- 


about what happens under¬ 
neath the shine—the 
caring ihax's necessary to 
prevent the leather from 
ageing, hardening or 
cracking. 

This b KIWI 


KIWI is made of rich 
waxes—natural and syn¬ 
thetic—and dyes. As you 
brush your shoes with 



KIWI, youll notice a 
'deep shine’ coming 
through because it woiiu 
more than surface deep. 
The waxes sink througn 
and nourbfa the leather to 


pliant softness. Making 
things comfortable inside 
the shoes as well as work* 
ing up a shine outside. 

What’s more, the ‘deep 
shine’ we’re talking about 
isn't affected by water or 
dust or a little roughing up. 
A minute’s light bmshmg 
brings back the shine. 
You^ soon see what KIWI 
care is all about. 

It’s life for the leather 
and shine for your shoes. 


HtM NWC-A'^ 


Shining life into your shoes. 
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Amul MILK CHOCOLATES 
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W itli tliib 9inrn pilot at work 
it s a lon^t smooth tiiqht tor the 
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tiMEKtEPERS TO 
THE NAtON 






It's a great feeling. 
The time's just right, 
Share the moment 
with a great taste. 
Nescafe. 




itlHng 
coffM 
mriM woHil. 






When your life insurance 
policy matures... 



UC will do its 
best to deliver the 
cheque at your 
doorstep on time— 
or even before 
the due date. 


Lie normally sends a diseharo* 
form (advance receipt) lo 
a policyholder a month, or more 
before the date of maturity 
of the policy or the date on 
which anticipated instalment 
falls due. All you have to do is 
to complete the basic 
requirements-*signing of 
discharge form and return of 
original policy document so 
that we can settle the maturity 
or anticipated instalment 
payment on time. Wherever our 
requirements are promptly 
met with by policyholders, we 
are able to send post-dated 
cheques well before the 

due date. 

If your policy has matured or an 
anticipated instalment under it 
is due and if you have not 
received the discharge form 
(happens in a few cases due 
to human or machine error). 


act Immediately. Contact the 
Liaison Officer/Officcr«in* 
Charge of Claims Department 
at the Lie Divisional Office 
where your policy was last 
serviced. Or get in touch with 
your Lie Agent or rtearest 
Lie Brench Office who 
will be happy to help you. 

Please remember these 
points to help you receive 
your payment on time 

1. Preserve your policy bond 
safely. 

2. Get your age admitted in the 
policy if it has not been 
admitted at the time of 
taking the policy. 

3. Pay premiums to the right 
office on time. 

4. Intimate any change rn your 
address to the Divisional 
Office servicing your policy. 



Help us to serve you better. 


Cift Jnsuronce Corporation of Jndia 






FEATUREt YOU CAN SEE 


What You 
Can't See 
in Our 
Geysers... 

...You 


Must Know 


FEATURES YOU MUST KNOW 


1. Elsgint Piniih 

2. With pmk. or prMn prtd 
covsff to mitch your bathroom. 

3. You'ff ntvtr m it ru«t 

4. You'U nmr see it dent 

5. You'll never see it leeli 

6. You’ll rtever see it scratched 

7. BuiH-in safety release 
valve. Builvm vent pipe. 


1. Fibreglass retains heat 
longer. Thus iHier 
electric consumpilon 

2. Fibreglass has a 
higher strength to 
weight relic than steal 

3. Fibregless is shock proof. 

4. Fibreglass is fire retardent 

6. Fibreglass doesn’t decay. 

6. Lighter in weight 
but much tougher 

7. Weather resistani & durable 


AvgHablt In 3gl2«g 
2S, 3S li 60lltr«i capgcity 

These Geysers Conform to 
IS : 2082 


Another first from Ltf ELONG • the 
people who’ve alwaye given you 
the latHt In household electric 
appliences 




s^a Assf Ail Rasa 

NSW DswMicaei 


PHm ! STUM. IN7W 
mw. Mirii 
TMieii^araa 
Orima I umiUlLT 



Waim up your lifattyli 




VOLUME 9 
ISSUE 
RS 1 

AM AMNOA WAR PUSlICATKM 


January 31 ^ 1982 



AItVf Ml Ihe thmgt that ware wnltan and uAi atam tv pW> H 
Madraa, iti« W> crtcM TM paiarM out to a tanta d«w, BJi 9m 
advantaQi waa witt the EngHahman who could havt boMad 
India out qiifla aarl/ in (ha maKh. Ian Botharn’a aicMiva 
covaraga. Flpli 






» 


iTha maaalva proVt/rp f a flnq Caleusa and tia maaya lun^ 
avaiiM (0 aotva (twn ara wal icnown. But whtf la rat ao laal 
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Bv K'il UIP NAYAR 


Natwar Singh's 
diplomacy: Where 
is it getting us? 


E ver since Generil Zta 
proposed a no*vrtr pact. 
India’s exiemtl afiiirs 
ministn' has ftiven more 
publicity to (he fre<iucn( 
shu((UA| of Mr Natwar Sin^. Indl- 
a’s ambassador to Pakistan, be¬ 
tween New Delhi and Islamabad 
than to the proposal as such. Mr 
Singh is known for his penchant for 
publicity, but wh^ the lovemment 
nns got involved in it is not under¬ 
standable. True. Mr Singh has been 
close to Mrs Cbndbi since the first 
Congress split of 1969 when he was 
in her secretariat. But the attention 
focussed on him has created certain 
problems. 

One, people's eipectations have 
gone UP. There is an impression* 
that Mr Singh’s back and forth 
movements have cleared (he bur* 
dies, and that the meeting between 
Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao and Mr 
Agha Shahi will start from a point 
not too far from the destination. 
Two. peopla wane to know about 
the contents of the proposed m^war 
pact and what it antails, as if s^e 
blueprint is already there. Still 
worse, the government has allowed 
itself to be caught in a siruKion 
where the dial^ue between the 
two foreign ministers will be mea¬ 
sured in terms of what progress 
they make on the proposal for a 
no>war pact. 

There are no two opinions that 
the proposal for a no>wir pact is the 
most Important development chat 
has takn place in the relatioos 
between the tvrocountriea in racani 
times. But the more difficult teak is 
to tackle the suspicion and mistrust 
that have pligued relacions be- 
tweto the two councries lor three 
decadaft. and theae will taka bmt to 

•raat. Tv detallf of the pect can* 


not be settled at one go and there 
will have to be a secies of talks 
between officials and between the 
military commanders of both sides, 
before anything concrete can 
emerge. And supposing what 
emer g e s is far from an agreement? 

WiOi (he two super powers look¬ 
ing over our iboulder^the Soviet 
Union over India’s and the United 
States over Pakistan's—it is diffi¬ 
cult TO visuahse the subcontinent 
being allowed to settle down in 
peoce. Washington’s efforts to suck 
in liUmabad into its rapid deploy 
meni of force, and Moscow's en¬ 
deavour to persuade India to stav 

S uivocal Oft Af^anisian will com- 
cito maRers. 

It would have been far better for 
India and Pakistan to search for 
avenues of cooperation in economic 
and sodal fields, rather than hang 
everything from the peg of a no-war 
pact. Cooperation, or at least 
attempts at coc^raiion' in those 
spheres^ would have generated 
good drills and created an atmos¬ 
phere f^ t^ks on a* no-war pact. 

Now, after the talks between Mr 
Naresinhi Rao and Mr Agha Shahi. 
the only level at which they can be 
taken up is that of the summit 
There are reports that General Zia 
is keen to meet Mrs Gandhi and the 
two foreign ministers aro cipected 
to prepare the ground for that. But 
it should be reused chat failure a* 
sudi a high level could well be 
disastrous. 

People on both sides <rf the bor* 
dor want peace more chan ever 
b^ore. In fact, it was because pub 
lie opinion in India has been to 
much in favour of peace, that Mrs 
Gaodhi had to change her earlier 
stance ol not taking General Zia's 
oflar aariously. For the first time 


since partition, her war-like 
speeches have evoked little re¬ 
sponse. 

But the wishes of the people are 
no guarantee for the success of the 
talks on a no-war paa. Pakistan’s 
rulers have already begun tagging 
Kashmir, which India considers not 
negotiable, onto the talks. The prin¬ 
cipal, Mr Salman Hussain, and the 
director. Brig. Nur Ahmed, of the 
Institute of Defence and Strategic 
Studies in Islamabad, have been in 
Delhi since the middle of thip ] ' 
month and from whit th^ have 
been saying during the ra^ they 
have held with varioua groups, it, 
appears that Pakiitanp willing 
even to freeze the isne^KIrshmiT 
for some yean. If this ii i^t is in 
hlarr.abad's mind, the *mrciie 
undertaken by Mr>lhracmha Rao 
and Mr Agha ShaM ba& been of no 
avail. New Delhi is in imposition to 
barter Kashmir for a n^wir pact. It 
can persuade the country to accept, 
status quo on Kashmir but nothing 
more. 

Thai being the case, it is difficult 
to understand why the proposal for 
a no war pact has bean taken up 
straightaway, without a diKussion 
on economic or political matters. 
There are inherent difficuhiet In 
doing so India has a feeling that 
Faklitan s militaiy strength is but¬ 
tressed by the military strength 6f 
some West Asian countries, panicu- 
larly Saudi Arabia. Islamabad hat 
its military experts and trainers in 
several West Asian countries. Will 
the discussions cover them? Then 
what about the bomb? Will India be 
prepared to throw open its nuclear 
plants to inspection by Pakistan in 
reciprocation to General Zii'i offer 
io allow inspection of Pakistan's 
nuclear installations? 

Since expectations on both sides 
are high, a breakdown in (he nego¬ 
tiations may make thinp worse. 
Even if the two governments art 
able to alleviate the bitterness that 
could follow, the situation will be¬ 
come more dangerous and there 
may be more chances of hostilities 
than before.. 

This does riot mean that the prop¬ 
osal for a no-war pact should not 
have .>een taken up. What is impor¬ 
tant is that all eggs should not be 
kept in one baslTet. It should be 
explored where the two countries 
can find a meeting point. Easy 
travel between the two nations caa 
be the beginning soft borders caa 
bring about su» a psychological 
change that people on either aide 
will sned their suspicion sooner this 
way than by sny other. New De!U 
should have given coniidereciofl ta 
such aspects rather than publicis¬ 
ing how many times Mr Natwar 
Singh has met Mn Gandhi of Goa 
Zu 






opir^ 


Swamy wants publicity 



T h« •tr«iDpt u Stiubhiibnt« lhaf< 
t^lurya’s S*nmt n V^jpayet <3 
Jinuipr) was clvarly to creata tha in- 

( ressM (hai Mr Vajpayee ha4 tried to 
alp the CaMham or that he^dud a 
'spenal interest* in the GaJadhan Uni* 
ly as Subrtauniaff Swany ilains. On his 
part, t>r Swam was obnously to 
destroy Mr Vajpayee’s credft^ty. I 


destroy vr Vajpayees craofMtty. i 
would like 10 assure him that he will not 
be .succesafid in his missMA; Mr Va- 

E yee is known to us as a lUeted* end 
csr worlier who proved hittw^wth aa 
(he foreign muiister during iha janaia 
davs 


Modhar BhsndMri. Sombay 


h U clear that Dr Swatny has developed a 
hatred for Atal Behan Vajpayee. He 
should remcAber that Mr Vajpeyee is a 
veteran m polMki who has not bMone a 
leader overn^l. Ke has worked under 
iiaJwarts in im and Jan Saiifh and 


he ii known to lu as a aeVlesa. clean 
pehiician. Dr Swamy should not be under 
(he iitipretsion that by dasiroyina Mr 
Vajpayee’s credibclrty he wiJ] be heTpini 
his own. 

A. A. Savericar. Bomb^ 

From his interview with Sbubhabrata 
Bhattacharya (VBjpayM has tdmirxediie 
Iredi it is dear that Dr Swany bcliavas in 
nudsliniini to gai tha publicity that is so 
vital for a new entrant in peptics. 

C 5. €i»!tehM!td»ni, Sana 

Dr Swamy's attack on Mr Vajpayee was 
like someone throwing t stone at the 
great Himalayas. 

B. X. Xayar, Bhubaneswer 

"Mr Swamy ts an trreapoASJbie /jar. * says 
Ran Jethmalani in his Interview to Olga 
Tellis. Can Mr Jethmalani name a re¬ 
sponsible liar? 

Mahesh Xumar, Xew Delhi 


The run machine Playing to the gallery Culprit: Communism 


G nn/ua ar pl$y 1.4 .funuaryi was a 
fitting trimiie to the incredible Indi¬ 
an run machine. Siiml GavaOcar. Thanks 
(0 Tooshar Pundii Vtr the luver siiwy and 
the interview with CHveskar 
S. K. Sen, raJL(jrr*f 

Gavaskar's interview was impressive. 
And the cover iranspareiny by f>urgap- 
rasad was simply superb. 

B. Venkareiwerait, k»nt hipar^m 

The cover slury wai simply o'ca\c of nid 
wine in a new battle lunigh well writ, 
ten. it failed to anything new about 
the man wh<i has already received so 
much publicity Besides, T<Kisher Pendii 
was wrong in assessing iJie Indian skip¬ 
per's fielding. Gavaskar may hold the 
^cord for the maximum number of 
catches by an Indian fleldei, bul he is 
certainly tint the best Indian fielder. 
Gavaskar himself has admitted (hat be is 
no mure than a 'safe* fielder. Has 
Touthar Fandii forgmien Wadekar, Sol- 
kir. Abid, Venkat and others? FinaUy, 1 
wish to remind Mr l*indic that the name 
of Gavaskar’s son is Rohan Jaivishwa 
(after Rohan Kanhai, Jaisimha and Vish- 
wanaihl, not Rohan Jaisimha. 

Tapes Dasgupta. Cefeurra 


R utdip Navar’s confusioA is clear from 
his observations under GeoertJs 
^loufjA'r tafik of foreign rftreats cosatUy 
<27 December), To begin with, be expects 
the generals' to say "more about it 
(threats) in cuncrete terms,* but later he 
wants (hem *(0 pl.n auietly ." Such blun. 
ders are mm es^cieo from Mr Haver. 
M Ma/fike. MvderaM 

Mr Nayar has overreacted (o (he remarks 
uf (he chief of army staff. His reference 
to General Rao as a "stalking horse* was 
in bed taste. 

J. K. Xacharr. Mmdun 

Mr Nayar has obviously convinced him. 
self ihai be knows more about PaklMan’s 
military buildup and prepaiedness than 
the Prime Minixer and the chief of army 
5(aff put togtfthet As fur Gener^ Rau’s 
speech ai Mysore University, if. as Mr 
Navar claims, il was -clvased by the 
defence ministry and (be PM, how can it 
he called ’casual?’ The speech was de¬ 
liberate. no( casual. Mr Nayar is best 
advised to do some soul-searching. He 
should ask himself a sample Question: 
Are you trying to (day (o the gaUeries at 
the expense <4 cm country? 

& C. Xala. Laacknow 


Best of 1981 


1 9^1 has drawn «ian end. ll w'js a year 
of siiptsrb and informative rvpnriing 
by III rough itv regular columns 

Fxclasn w Cm-vr Suin. 5/iccia/ Report. 
tnve/<ugBtivii. b'risoiv Specui. Stm. 
Good Svws. Variety. Deihi Diary. The 
World, uic Opinion deserves special 

nwiriioii lui ilie iicieie^i and iiivulvonnrni 

that it has generated. From the 1981 
issui'v of SiwiiAY in my stock (which is 
not complete because 1 couldn't get hold 
uf a few issued. J have prepared a list uf 
what were, m my upinton, ihc ten most 
revealing reports: 

1 . The exorn rulinx t-* mi/> of B/har ( 1.1 
Septemlwri; 


2. Breach of rrmr <20 Scptembei); 
i Siervinp igoour on a CM’s Uno <11 
Novenherh 

4. Delhh fttdia's (rime capital <23 An- 
fiusd; 

5. Aligarh's cootmuaaJ student 'lead- 
ers' (1 February); 

6 . Tuituevd ioie imporence <8 
November); . 

7. Spying for ftkrsrao (U December); 
9. Navy chief objects to submarine 

deal (II October); 

9. Is SAIL cheating the nation* (30 
Augustj; 

10. IVkerv grris lire hke antmals <23 
August). 

Vikas Lakkad. Baroda 


C ongratulations to Kewal Varma fnr 
his impartial report. The Poljjh 
spring tS over (27 December). PoJend’s 
communist government may have its 
shortcumings, but in the name of free 
trade unionism that country cannot be 
alhmed to become another Bangladesh— 
a butiumless buskui. Bogus working class 
leaders who hold (he country and its 
economy to ransom must be «elt with 
severely 

Triyadhan Sandy. Caralgaeha (West 
Bengali 

Kewal Varma has successfully revaaled 
the failures uf the Polish government in 
particular and communism m general. 
Leftists in India should learn a lesion 
from the Polish tragedy: they should 
realise that the ’great experiment* has 
failed miserably. 

P. R. Uunde. New Sombay 

The report was biased. U was in fact a 
distinci effort to woo the Russians. Kew¬ 
al Varma lost track of the main problem 
confronting Poland: the failure uf com¬ 
munist ecuciomic policies. As for the 
comparisons between Polish deoiocraiic 
forces and communal organisations in 
India, they were in bad taste. 

P. Ravinder. Hyderabad 

The report was shockingly prejudiced. 
Sudhir Mobanty, Puri 

Kewal Varma’s remark, "how difficult it 
is to convince a Benglaileski (hat India is 
not an eaploiter of bis county,* was the 
understatement of the year. Most Bang- 
ladeshis believe chat for the Indians, 
Indii is the very c^dle of demoaacy and 
freedom; (6e same country is fmlow* 
ing in the footsteps of ies onetime (»^o* 
mel rulers while dealing with i(i oeigh- 
hours. One half of Banmedesh has bean 
cluvked to death and the other half is 
groaning under (he impeci of Pirakka 
which w deprived our country of a 
major natural benefit. 

IWur Xahmeo, Decce 



Kedar Pande’s corruption 


1 WU amted to read th« 
tion.” JCcctor ftndr's cnmiptioft 
Decemborl, by Shubbabrata Bhat* 
ticbarya. Whik (ha ailafttwnf aiainac 
Mr Kadar Panda and bia faoiily meinbars 
wara totally falat and miidiiavous. the 
information about the aDotment of rakes 
wai also ineerrect and misleading. 

The govenuneni has powers to give 
special preference in the transport of any 
class of aoods out of turn unoar saction 


sactHMi 


27A of the Indian Railway Act, 1190. 
Under this section the railwu ninisiry 
has the potver lu give preference to 
industries in distress and to ensure that 
m> industry ckses down for want of raw 
materials like coal. Earlier, this power, 
was exercised bv offtcars of very low 
rank but |raduaily the level gf taking 
such decisions shifted upwartb. There 
are several instances of even MPs plead¬ 
ing the cause of small industries which 
would have closed down for want of coal 
and rendered a large number of labour¬ 
ers mhless. As a minister one cannot 
Ignore these raqueiti. 

Having been aamciated with the rail* 
ways. I know that this power has all along 
been exercised whenever occasion has 
demanded and no new procedure or 
practice has been introdiKed by the 
railway minister. Rakes have been alkx- 
ted to industries like cement, teatlles 
and also for the flood-affected areas 
whenever the need arose. Moreover, the 
total rake allotment reported in MrBhai- 
(acharya's report umounied to only OJ 
per cent of the total allotmani. In my 
opinmn, such reports should be venfiad 
with the ciinrerned authorities before 
they are committed to prim. 

Mand Yusuf, MP. New Delhi 


The editor npiiet: Mr MohtmtHMd 
YuntTs def ay ed rearrmi to oor story 
(Hh letter a dwted IS Jenuery *921 has 
echiened one rhinp; it has owiftraed 
oor steey ther an exrraordjnjrv eum- 
ber of Miecul a/lorjaenrs or raJres 
were made during Mr JCedar Pende's 
eedrhtg fins .veer as railway minisrer. 

To recelJ the cempeneon: Mr Pande 
elhrted Sd2 rotes in Jess rhan a year 
fNovember* W tc eod-Octeber ’91). 
otmst Mr L N. Misfire’s SS in three 
yean and Mr Kamiaparbi TWparhi's 
to in nine monrbs ijenuvy tO to 
Wmemftc r Wf, Miile Mr Mishra and 
M>'Triptrfij nude an average of qae 
alioreufli a moexh. Mr Pande asatfe. 
on ao average, more than SI allot- 
meats per month—or more than oee a 
dap. Dtd the orobf eiPi of rbe railway 
mjAariy ntedenty increase so scih 
atahtuSie a/xer Mr Kamjapaxbi Tyi- 
parhxb depaiTure.’ And will Mr JCedar 
Pande^^ his surrogare Mr Moham. 
mad yusuf*->ajit«ef (Jie question as to 
why Mr Pande abru^fy stopped 
aUocerion af raJks in October 
Was it not gush Xhat made him do 
that? tneideotaUr, we would like to 
mention anain /hat. dorinp his ectfure 
cd more rlian two yeax% janaea rail¬ 
way mioister Madau Aindavare Sid 
not make a ain^a ovf^-xum alfoca 
tien. 

And why is Mr Yusaf consipievotjs- 
fy sifenx aeour the other charges made 
agamsr Mr Pandel We expect from an 
iaP logical thought and reJevaor argu • 
mexrxs; bvr perhaps rheae eJeoenxary 
requjsixcs are too much to expect 
from Mr Mohammad Tuavf. 


Legitimate demand? 


tff T^/j.ir IS India wirhoiu /he SikhsP 
T r Zero'" 127 D«ember) wus very 
enliKlileniiiK. I fullv agree with exiled 
Khuhstun tindci Jiik)ii $ingh when he 
’miv'- th<il nil reliKiiin cun survive unless it 
oiiiiiols the M*ut of puwvr. If we could 
aci'eilv ui I he iltmuiid for a separate 
Muslim .siuie iHakisianK KanniH under* 
stand why (he demand fur Khalistan is 
iH’ini: viewed us illugitimate. India 
shoutd rii:htlv he a confederal km of 
Hindu sraics und ihc Hindus of Punjab 
should Mippori tile Khalistun im>vemeni. 
H AfukhciAv. Boffihdv 

In I'M?. Muslims g(K Pakistan and Hin- 
dus pit India. I hc Sikhs were opposed to 
pamiinn hut Mccepted the Congress pnli' 
cv luipinR that they would he given an 
Hutoiwimnus htate In India. Their hopes 
have been shattered and that is why fV 
Jugjit Singh and others are demanding 
Khalistan. The Sikhs are the modern-day 
Handavas; their politii al rights haw not 
been recognised Iw llurvodhan (the cen. 
Ire). Can a Mahahhurat he avoided? 

.V b*. ShergiW. Pa/iala 

The map showing the terriioriul demands 
of (he 'Kliahstanis' rai'ies an impsirtant 
i|u«N(iun. Why ere the 'Khalisianis' de¬ 
manding land (or (heir autonomous state 
from India aloneV Hundreds and 
ihousunds of Sikhs had migraied to India 
from Pakistun in 1947. If cheir demand 
wus genuine, ihe 'Khalistanis* should 


have claimed some land tiom Pakistan as 
well. It K clear chat the movement Is 
being backed by vested interests out sids- 
India. 

Rnfrrxii Shafigram. (akuira 

We, the Sikhv would have extended uur 
unreserved support to Dr Ja^ii Singh 
and his Khalistan movement if Khalistan 
would compnie not only the Indian lerre 
tnry of Punjab but also (he Punjab which 
is now pari of Pakistan. Dr JagjM Sii^ 
should seek the help of the Soviet Unkm 
to fnrte Pakistan to surrrender a pan of 
its territory. 

Darsha/t .SMigfi. Yaranast 

It is a pity that Dr JaAJii Singh chose to 
be so critical of India and the Hindus. 
Ramesh Chandra. Nyderaf>ad 

Sum MV has an uncanny knack nf ftx'us* 
sing nn controversial aiid highly provoca¬ 
tive ifsuca. I fail to undeiMand why 
KhalLctan is being given imwarranred 
puMiaty. A number of rminrni Sikh 
leaders have condemned this ->vces.si<»n- 
l«t movement, but Suhims inskts of gb»r 
ifying il. Dr Jagfit Singh's views were 
painful, to say the least, lines anyone 
realise that tawi suffered as mush as 
Punjab did during the partitmn days? In 
fact. Bengal’s problems began much ear 
lier when the state was divided into two. 
b anyone complaining here? 

& Mukherjee. Caku/ta 


Equally popular 


T his has reference to the letferti pul> 
lished under frag'j LucJtxkiw eoanee- 
tion {Opinion. 3 janitanl. We wish to 
state that a large numuer of Mudime 
tbotb Shias and SunnU) and memberi of 
other communirics are supporiini the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and iman 
Khomeini, leader of the Islamic revolu¬ 
tion and founder of the Islanuc Republic 
oi Iran. Everyday our embassy receives 
innumerable letl'-rs from peo^ in va¬ 
rious Indian cities (Lucknow included). 
In their letters these people express their 
unreserved support tor the cause taken 
up by Iran, and particularly for Js« 1 f*s 
concern for (ha oppressed axid downtrod¬ 
den section of humanity, 
f^sc secrirm. Embassy of xfie fsfaatxc 
ffepvbhc of Iran, New Delhi 

Afghan connection 

T he analysis by Uevienant General E. 

A, Vas (retd). 7Vo year* in Afghanis¬ 
tan (3 January), was Informative insofar 
aa il revealed the successes and failures 
of Kremlin’s Afghan policy. 

B. K fihexxacharya. wabaxiki 

The general had anthing new lo tell ui, 
While he was on firm ground analysing 
(he military aspect of die occupation, his 
assesfaiept of the political impli^tMAS 
was inadequate Why couldn't the geser 
a1 tell us that the Soviet presence In 
Afghanistan it ai much a threat to India 
as it is TO Pakistan? 

MiAir Bain. Cafcixrxa 


A lot in a name 

I n hift urxilogy in Mr T. N. GaneMA 
under A hvttvr fuitira^ (Opinion, 3 
.lanuMryi. the ediior has statcJ that the 
nenr iH \hv firit finunrv minister of free 
Indiu wuw Shenmugham, not Shan- 
niukham I wtHild like lo pniAl out that 
ihv LorK*ct NpclUng of this name is 
Shunmukliam. tbougn the finance minis¬ 
ter himst-lf had insisted on spelling his 
nume as Shanmugham. As ihe story goes 
land this is ikm firtiim]. on his return lo 
Indiu afti*r attending u cnaference in 
Oitawa. the finance minister was hauled 
liver Ihe couU f<ic his performance at (he 
(imtererKC liy h, Saiyamurii. The finance 
mmi\tt-r. launching a counter-offensive 
agdinsi Mr Kulyamurfi. declared that 
"ponpU- who dr» not even know how to 
promnince ilw- nuine ’Ottawa* have the 
tht-ek in criinist me," Mr Saiyamuni did 
nm l.•ke this lying down and pat came his 
rc^plv. “One need lUM hang down his head 
in Nhamt- for nor knowing the correct 
name o| vune damn foreign city, but 
iheie IS n<k excuse for mongrehung one’s 
uwn name-. Why does he (the finance 
minrsic-r) spell his name as Shanmufdiam 
ctnd not ii*rrccilv ns Shanmukhamr'’ It 
must he said ui (he finunce minister's 
Cl edit (hnt he did, suhsc-quently. change 
iht- spt-llinc of his name. 

J( Hamjcha/Mlran. Afodras 


Last letter 

I t >cvms that IMF has put Mr Venk* 
aiaruman un defence. 

K P Lahm. L'auftati 






Till 19 January the only thing that Babasaheb Anantrac Bhosale was famous for was 
jokes No wortder then that the news that he had become the 
chief minister of one of the most important states in the country was received in Bombay with 

disbelief. The main reason for Mr Bhosale's sudden rise 
to power and fame seems to be, as he himself put it, his ‘‘hundred per cent loyalty" to Mrs 
Gandhi and (presumably this is currently crudat) her son, Rajiv Gandhi. That quality may be 
important to the Prime Minister; it is nnf important erKfugh to a country desperately in need of 
leaders who can combine the rare quality of efficiency with the perhaps rarer quality called 

honesty. 

No chief minister can be condemned even before he has selected his first cabinet, but the 
initial signs were hardly propitious. The only thing that the new CM of Maharashtra could chant 
after his swearing-in was his great loyalty to the PM. (The other thing he did, surely on the 
instructions of the PM‘s house, was to dissociate himself from Mr Antulay. who had 
successfully manaqed to convey to the PM that he was a power in Maharashtra in hi$ own 
right). In fact, the onty qualities that one can associate with the new CM are this much-touted 

"100 per cent loyalty" (distinct, one supposes from Mr Antulay 's less than 100 per cent 

subservierKe), and a oerKhant for locular remarks. 

Mr Bhosale did not allow the weight of his current mantle to interfere with his unique sense 
of humour. At his first conference in Delhi he was asked which city he came from. The reply 
was prompt: "Simplicity." One can onty pray that Maharashtra does not become the victim of a 
corny sense of humour, and that when the time comes for Mr Bhosale to go the way of past 
CMs the onty legacy he leaves behind will not be a collection of ill-mng jokes. 

Anrii^aV Wr m the pKiure tcefttn) u 0 P. Mchrrf. Me Hhinah 

ftni told rviMtrU'ts ih.'ti hv n\}uM nmsult thr fiHttiet tht*i mtnMtr tn the Utrmaiiotf of hts cabinet, affci h/t ut A'(*m tyvUiu 

U ivd hh Uf di^^iKuic huoM'lf tiom Anttihi and tth-dite total IomiUv it» Alrr O'anJhi anJ h<'r vrn 







AN INVITATION 
TO PISBELIEF 

OLGA TELLIS from Bombay profiles the new CM 


B ubataheb Anantrao 

ippoi lament was lUeruJIv an 
inviutiim t<» 

ffiar/i (Marathi inr joker, was 
the first reaction uf almost 
ever>ocie. “Misprint" thou^hv those 
ministers who saw it m hbck and 
white on the news agencies' lickcr. 
Heard wroncly. thought those whu 
tuned in to All India Radio (wtdch was 
already suffering from a severe criali 
bility problem that day for calling the 
hjodh in Bombay a flop). Sewspaper 
uffjrcs had to answer calU coiHiindog 
that Bahasaheh BhosaU* was mdied 
Maharashtra's eighth chief m mister 
In Maharashtra. Rahacfthob. a 
heavy, pudding^facud. jovial ptTsun. is 
known more as a figure tif lun and a 
hvit fur jokes For instance, on 14 
January he came liatiTiMit to the int*et 
ina of the Congress Icgislatuiv purtv 
called to elect a new leader, on the 
tenth floor of the Ks 2 crore new 
Vidhan Sabha As he entvrod. every¬ 
one jokingly asked why he w.is h.irr 
foot and he said he had lefi his ih.ip- 
It in hill car hecauw he would never 
able to find them .inning nearly 210 
pairs of thappuh outside the meeting 
hall. Jokes galore are remvmlwred at 


the drop of his name. But then, does 
Materashiru need a funster, however 
hon^l and well meaning? The must 
ihartldlilu allribuie one can give to 
Mrs (•andhi's choice of Mr Bhosale is 
(hat she wauled to provide comic re¬ 
lief to Maharashtra after nearly IB 
munihs uf arbitrary, ruthlesslv capri 
ijous and whimsical rule by his prt^e- 
I essiir. 

The other explanaiion for Mrs Can- 
dhi‘s decision, could be bar contempt 
foe Muhurashtra and even 0 eaifr con* 
ti'rrpi lor hei party organiutIon here 
U IS diCliculi to believe ilui she does 
nut know the actual Hale nf her parly, 
the need lu refurbish its image, which 
is roiien, to boost the morale of party 
workers, who are demuralised, and 
musi of all 10 set ihe administratiun on 
ihe rails again. She supposedly has 
reports from the (>overnni uf Mahar¬ 
ashtra and several well meaning per 
suns on these i^a<>s. fine woula have 
Ihuuthi she would have seltKled a 
chiei minister with all these n<*vds iii 
mind. 

Ml Bhusole's first pronouncements 
•ire not ihoH* of an administrator 
uwaiv of Ihv needs Ilf the occasion On 
the ciHitiarv. he is reported to have 


said m Delhi that he did nut ihink 
there was any need to improve the 
image of his party. “The image had 
always been good and had never dimi¬ 
nish^." he Mid. Ills other pronounce¬ 
ment was that his “first priurity would 
be iu figlit noondaism and violence," 
and this, one hopes, is with reference 
to happenings within his own Congress 
paity where Voulh Congress office¬ 
bearers brandished knives during a 
meeimg with visiting Cungrevtd) MP 
Aiun Nehru. 

Ihe odds are heavilv a gain si Mi 
Rhosah- Take the toning up ot ihe 
admmiMraiion Several departments 
had been bypassed by the former chief 
mmisier and, in others, specific tasks 
were luken over by leginlators. For 
instance, in a most unusual muve. 
legislators were put in charge of pur¬ 
chasing sugar and foodgrains from 
other stales lo make up for ihe shor 
luges. This action'totally bypassed the 
mmisirv of foud and civil supplies. 
These legislators art* nut subject to the 
discipline and auihnriiv of ihe eaucu- 
iiw whiih IS one oi the three branches 
of the Slate. They ore not an vw era hie 
to the nccuuniunt general, which 
means thgi they have enormous pow* 



Who is Babasaheb Bhosale? 


Verv few pevipA* iit thv sr.tt*' anrf 
certaiii/y nofxMfv i‘fsrivh/.-i’«> in thr 
country had J i/e.ir id^\j ol nho 
exacify Baho'^aheh Aiumtrao IHu> 
safe wa.s. fiv hud rarrfv, if .it a//. 
madv newv, and Uv did not (•i« n 
(igurv in (he nation^} Wh<>'s Who 
pabfi<die<f hv rhe gnx'ernmeiif id 
India. It wav rinf.v gr.u/uid/i th«<r 
Ftw of infurmartoii hegiin to trukle 
into rhe newspapers g/iTng .come* 
kind of a coherent (if frivoloosy 
pjcrvre of Mahurj.shira's ne-iv child 
minister. 

The biodatd of the chief iidtHstvr 
S3\s that he w:i\ bom im I'» Jiuin.irx 
I§21 at Tarle s ilhigt. Pti/uti r.duk.i. 
5a/ara district, which inakts him .i 
true hluv Mararh.i He did p^ri ••( 
his colltt^ studies w KoJhufii/i hut 
uhtainea his law degree from fiotn- 
bay university m S947. He wa> a 
social worker “/mm childhood." 
was with the Congress since his 
college days and wa.t ririce impro 
oned durtng the freedom moie- 
rtwnr. Asa lawyer, hi* w;is mvmiH'i 
of (he Maharashtra Ncieriot 'tr 


huir.ll. pfoctist-d in rfh.- Armifwi 
ftiefr <oort .md r:i lu i-.rs 

.ipjMiiritis/ •rsM-r,iii/ rn 

plvJiftt lie was .d>o oil titf (v/rto 
rr.tl hoard of' Ditniik Sri a oj .Siong/i 
.rod I'sho ot toridh. f/r- uioit* .lod 
puNished the hrsfor>‘ of the i'mi 
grr-sv orp.misirtNin and piodnced a 
tM<j»o/ar ANraihr A' programme' 
called Kiiriaehi.'e puyrev 

Ar various <rage*s rn his political 
life, he was pr«*snh'nr of the Pat an 
i.iluka Crmgresv rieasur(*f <d the 
Sarara drs/jii/ Oatgiess .ind secret 

•irv ol the /*<,idr-s/i ('nry^c-ss f'om* 
mittct* ft it.IS in l'l*a) th.il he was 
eht led to xht *t ^s« -nif>tv* toi tin: fit st 
rune and hv iinith-dtjirlv Imamv 
mfluster hu l.m .iinI tiajrsjioix. 
f/on-oter. alilioagli he H.rsan .^Afu- 
lav supporter, he had never hven an 
Axtru/ay hard-ton* m.m. fh.it was 
x/K’ leastin. it is said. uttvAtitulay 
strippsil him of flw tr.i/ixpiirt port 
lolifi l.iivr 

III hrs ofhr rnrv’ mis/iti. u* i arn-r, 
hr' iroisx im/h*i^.i:is i l.oni (o t.ime is 


jhJssjh/i- the fan rh.n hi' m.ir/uul 
I hi d l light!-r o/ lotrj.iu ( ori>*/i-ss 
m-w fir/siihrs 7o<//i.iv 8ii/>4sah<*/i 
h/ir>s.j/f rs 'tiid to Ih,' great/} widvt 
thr ml/uvnrt' of his f.tthvi w hiw 
who is.r ivpiin d oppoiuw ot Wr \ . 
H. ( ha ran and ,i sraurie h si;/ipor t<*r 
ot hits (Mxidhi rhe ujs .iinoojj thi* 
first Jt-w Congrt-v.sm<*« li'om Mo hat - 
Ashtra to side with Mrs (i.mdhi iu 
Xho jA.ttv 1 t rsxs (it IMhV ,iui/ hvliH’d 
sniag ihc vital Mahuiashtra vote 
towatds \ V, tiint. 

Alt hough .t M.if.itiui hv ijstf*. 
Rrhisahoh Bhosolv is luu loiisi- 
dru'd .1 ioc'iiihi-r oX ih«- jvo-.rjtiJ 
.M.ii.ith.i h*hM or thi' state- VVir 
r<-.KXi<rir jh.rt pioti.rhh /ru*st tvpi 
tioit ilw tr-<-//xi*,'s ot ilh- iH'Ople on 
hraiing oi Ills itowm.ituiii. w.is 
wilt It the Mf.A husiti in Bom/i.iv 
)/n*nx.rni -ou.s / v i wei N*i a led w ith 
Ihr tfiirgoe-m-ehit'k ch.iut ol tlw 
>y laluira shinans ' x>opi;ijj r «-ligious 
s.ilui:it:im I'umUlik v.irdf I Kin 
Villh.ll! ih IS.I irsignrti Huiiik you 
tof.Wtot Hhirte'ii-i h.js Im-ivi gtictt 
t<i otr<* I 





Seico is the watch company thit has been cotMvtfy setting 
standards for (he ««rld to (oBow. fci fiact I was Sefco that the wGvU 
to first quartz waich. 

Today. Sefleo to colabocation wlh Alwyn has put Ma In Ina 
with the latest in time technofogy toound the vodd 

A range of mechanic^, automatic and quart! watrhea wth tf« 
latest fiandvA of pract ste ri And baau^. 

Watches for 9ateer rdabAey. Baser servtceahi^. 
Watchea that arc In kaaptog v«h the tones, to ihftetg arto technofogy. 

Watches manufocMd tfider Icenee Iot Seito. Japan are 
madtotad undto the Alfoyn brarid name. 

You too. Itocp up wth the tones. 


M 

ALIWYN 

WATCHES 

UCENCESEirc) 

A big leap in time. 
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Not Shivaji’s heir 



A) tbe public miad. (hr nuaa 
Bhofair it II once essociMted with 
the gnat Mvetba wvriar. Ch&i(' 
riMC) riji MiAirij. Sg r Mr JAo- 

lire is nor i descentisni of the 
Chhttnped He may belong to the ' 

Maratha commuatty. freat whkh 

ciffir Sbrraji, but he does not be 

long so that tanuly. It wi j the other 7|E|^k 

Bhosale in the Antulay cabirtet. hU ^ 

AUiiyfin^lir^ wiio com . 

es from the Shtvaji family. j||^ a 

Mr AntuJay. as part of his gim ? 
nfcJrx^i had selected two ninutar* ^B»- 

from two great families of Mabar K« 
ashtre. One was the minister men wSr 
Honed above: the second was Mi v 
Jayinrrig ft/ik, who comes fnn 
the familv of Bal Cangadher Ttlak 
Mr AnruJiv mIso made some vain Babisaheb Bhuule 


fmr c’omuW elUn:< tu ivliiesc tlw 
rimed "flAiiva/tr at Shi tup 

ifom birrJfifi. Hirh an e.iv on wip 
ritfi^ wet hl.tr4thj »i'tuimviu to fii\ 

•‘ide. 

Mr Bhii^ait' is .1 Mji.iihu but hv 
does ijiw « i»me r/om thv cUai’med 
ciiclv id I he pot*'fit ill Mat.uh.i 
sugar lohbv in A/.*iAjrgvhrr<f. TAr' 
Marat has arv <* /nM/imrt in rAe 
crate. Atrt m re'ms t*f liiuacttf/ 
strength and rrir/i/erue, iher wield 
the max im urn c/anr ^V Bhosale dnii 
he credited with ilw dfuiftctinn ut 
inming from one of rba^.ffafditms 
(lefvrrvd U* in Mi/*drltr 
hanyu Kuli"i. rulfd by or^lwhHe 
Mafatha diie/ninr MrrainA 
be I* not a riiredb’dgsSQdani pf 
Chhatrapati Sh iraff .' . * k . 


iry without rosponubtJity. This trina 
fer uf power from bureiucriti to ieiie* 
lators happened in severe] other 
epheret. like the dietribution of ce* 
ment where Mr Antuliy totelly 
i|r)ored his cebiner minister Khetel 
end devilued him because he wouldn't 

S 1 iy bell, and in pruirammes like ihe> 
injay Garvdhi Niradhar Anuden Yo 

C l and the Sanjay Gandhi Swavalam 
r> Yuinik to mention only a few. 
MaAtrafiya officials were used as 
clerks or cashiers, merely 10 sign che* 
4 ues so that they could be honoured 
by the government treasury. Result: 
when it was discovered (hat many of 
the beneficiaries of the Sinjay 
schemes were found to be nonexistent, 
no action could be teken end lakhs of 
rupees have been allegedly swallowed 
this way. 

Tbt chief minister's secretariat 
under Mr Antulay had expanded 
beyond Imagination. Of course, the 
wrong step of having a person on 
special duty, of the rank uf secretary 
to the government, was first taken by 
the late chief minister, V. P, Naik He 
had one such secretary. But Mr Antu* 
lay went much further and had three 
secretaries: Messrs Mohoni, Lulla end 
Venkatcharl, each with his own eaaiS' 
tints and deputies, ell of which does 
not fit into the normal functioning of 
the Mancralaya. Will Mr Bhosaie dis¬ 
band this ab^atioQ^ 

Mr Bhosaie takes office at a time 
when Maharashtra is in turmoil and 
ferment. There is a crying need for 
change, a chann in values, a change 
in atrirudes, whether in che field of 
trade unions or politics, a shift in the 
balance of inveament, emphasu from 
ttrben to rural, from industry to agri* 
culture. Nearly two lakh textile work 
en ere on iDdefioite smke and the 
Bombay Induatrial Regulations Act is 
under challenge. U would require 
tiateamenahip and a deep undmtand* 
fng of lasuea cencerning aeciel and 
economic juaftce to bring in new think¬ 
ing end perhaps solution! aelutiom 




to Issues which can no longer be s^pi Maharashtra, India'a leading siutt r li 
under the rug. The person hendbng is a Herculean task which nl>vi<»uslv 
these issues would require the sKlQ iieiihvr Mrs Gandhi tuuk mui account, 
a democratic leader and not iht^an* nor did Mr Naiasimhu Kao, who was 
disbings or manipulations of a*4nilr iuppotad.iy haw been c<>n»i^d un 
which have just trauma(i»ed Manar- Maharshhira affairs when milmg the 
ashtra >eleciioii How else dn^ono explum 

Will Mr Bhosaie be able to wield the che fact that they nulM^ out a mouse 
skill and staiesmanship so vital for from the magidasK hui? 


Mr BAosaJe sigmna uvei at ter iH'tne jp ^s ihK\Jleu ihwf niiiiisHs. uhilv 
(jinwrnorO P. Mehta Utoksim The •pmsthui in most tninUs is whvdivi Kluisalcwill 
display Ihe skill and siatesmanship nrtsinl rmfa.c (m imiiing gi.ih.ii.ishiio Kiri on 
rhe raifj 



THE POLITICS 
OF LOYALTY 

GOPAL MOHITE reports from New Delhi 


I 


lik« a sacrificial 
W goar.** Mid Babasah«b 
I Anantrao BhasaW. the 
I n«w chiaf minister of 
Maharashtra, as he en* 
eounicred newsmeji at the eniraiice of 
Maliaraihtra Sedan in New Delhi a few 
hflufi aftar beinf{ sw^ni in at Bombay 

A thickset man* with lar|e eyes 
which almat seem to pop out when he 
cra^one of hi'i oumarous Jidies m his 
boopunt voice. Mr Bhoaelepr Qved to 
l« tht *dark horse* that Mrs Indira 
Gandhi chose after the Maharashtra 
ConfrtMtli lefiisUiiure porty adopted 
a reeohition leaving to her the decision 
of nootinaiina a succesaor to Mr Ahdur 
Rehnan Antuluv 

Alkod whether hu father*inlaw. Mr 
TuJildaa Jadhav, former MP. had m- 
fnrstd hw from New Delhi about his 
npnd^tipo. Mr Mdsale retorted: 

about »«M<in ]aw. espe* 
c la (if Bftar V veerrediMrriade? **And 
theo^leUotatd the ehafiCTtnitic loud 
oufftw. CMAcidentafr, the day of hU 
neoiUitioi as CM « a leadJoa state 
like Maharashtra happened to he his 
maniaia anniversary. The marriage 
had bMn arrangocl while he was siill 
in detention durina (he 1942 move¬ 
ment. Later. Kukasaheb Gadeil. father 
of Mr Vithal Oadul. MP. had per 
formed (he irortvaujyf*in 1949. 

A reporter a^ked him which city he 
beloai^ to ‘I come.trqm simpiiciry,'' 
chief 

fron iafara distrscY. Tne Initial reac* 

and Hev Delhi, amont 

rupdg party circles to Bis nomination 
was m ^ disbelief and consternation. 
‘Maharashtra deserved someone bet* 
ter,* said one leader. ''Theciown is on 
a clown," said another. The refrain one 
heard was: "He is Aniulays man." 

As the impres<iion of Mr BhosaJe 
beiiti an Aatalay ,*^minee" gained 

^ Annskay 

Sfl%raos^iS Option was *a 
sathdactory arrangeaiMi.* Within an 
hour of Mr Bhosale's leaving New 
Delhi for Bombay on 2t January, the 
hish command fired its first salvo 
against Mr Antulay. Thundered Mr 
Sitaram Ke$ri, AICC(I) treasurer. "If 
Mr Anikday thinks h^ can pressurise 
the bigb^eommand in the selecifon of 
his tuediiMer, he is living in a fools' 
pei^|lBrllr$uanai4e^who waa 

mi H1... Ml ABfBigy 

was gi aAd the leedar ed che CLPf 1) in 
JnellWlikiK adviM^Mr Antulay to 
raaiMfiU limiiationi. 

' "U‘4lea Mcamt apparent that Mn 


Gandhi and Mr Rajiv Gandhi were 
determined to show Mr Antulay bi| 
proper place. The battle royaleiili now 
in the open and it is certain (M more 
will be heard on this subject in the 
coming days. Moves are already afoot 
to disassociate Mr Antulay from the 
notorious trusts that he floated after 
becoming the chief minister. Should 
he not volunteer to delink himself 
from these trusts, the siete govern* 
ment may well take them over. 

Mr Bhosale hlmvlf sang a different 
tune after, meeting Mr Rajiv Gandhi 
on 21 January. At the press conference 
the previous night, he had made seme 
gaffes, like Mr Antuby enjoying the 
majority support in the CL^Ii But 
after the briefing from Mr Rajiv Can* 
dhi. he said: ”1 am the chief minister 
nuw and I have to be un my own." He 
did not share Mr Antuby’s controver* 
sial views on the presidential system 
or lus criticism of the judiciary Nor 
did he think that being in the Coogm 
scl) meant anything other than Ming 
loyal TO Mrs Gandhi and her son., "A 
tree has one roni—the branches nay 
be many," he remarked 

But the actual test of his acting 
independently of Mr Antulay lies in 
how he forms his cabinet. When be 
talks of'clean image" as an importani 
criterion for selecting minisiera. Mr 
Bhosale perhaps imMies that those 
ministers in Mr Antuiey's cabinet who 
were much too closely associated with 
him, will not find a place in hjs team. 


These would include Mr Kamrao Adik, 
former finance minister, who sane, 
tioned about Rs two crores from gov. 
ernmeni funds tv Mr Antulay's private 
trusts. Ur Narendra Mahipati Tidke. 
former labour minister, and Mr Jaws* 
harlal Darda, former industry minis* 
ter. Mr Gulabrao Patil. state FCCd} 
president, is also unlikely lo figure in 
the new cabinet as he is regarded as 
Mr Antulay's "rubber stamp." Since 
Mr Bhosale is also emphasising a hun. 
dred per cent loyalty to Mrs (Tandhi's 
leadership as a second criterion, it is 
doubtful whether , he will accommv* 
date any of the late entrants, Jed by Mr 
Cevindrao Adik. m his cabinet. Mr 
Adik and 21 other MtJ^s owing alle 
glance to Mr Y.B. Chavan, had left the 
Congress headed by Mr Shared Pawar 
to join the Congresslli last year. 

Perhaps among the happiest at the 
change of leadersnip in Maharashtra is 
Mr O.K. Mwpanar. AlCCdl general 
secretary in charge of Maharashtra 
affairs. He and Mr Antulay never got 
along and not once did the former 
chief minister shvw the courtesy of 
calling on him during his 19 months in 
office. "Mr Bhosale is an honest and 
efficient leader and he will complete 
his term in office." Mr Moopanar said. 

How ironic political developments 
can be. is best gauged from a letter 
that Mr Tulsidas Jadhav wrote to Mr 
Moopanar three days before Mr Bho- 
sale was nominated the chief minister. 
Hr Jadhav pleaded in this letter that 


In t SispUv of his ebsnJurv Uith in the Mne Minister. Mr Antvigv at the meeting 
moviM a mo/ufNMi autbonsjng Mrs Gandhr to seiect his suaetsor 






MBce hh »n*in*Uw was consistfn({y 
loyai to be deserved a 

binh io (he new cabinet! Had Ur 
Uoopanar s>erbaps known Mrs C«a< 
dhi's mind on that day, he could well 
have turned around end said to Ur 
Jadhav; "Look. 1 am sorry your son*in* 
Uw cannot be made a minister." Then, 
after a long pause, be could have 
added: "But Indiraii has decided to 
make him the chief minister." 

A word about the various coDtan* 
dars for the prize post and the 
reasons for which they were elimin¬ 
ated. First. Mr S.B. Chavan. planning 
minister, taking the public stance of 
sincerely not wanting to go back to 
Maharashtra where he had been chief 
minister during the Emergency. He 
said he would go only if the high 
command directed hire to do so. If it 
did not. one reason was that he had 
served as finance minister m Mr Shar¬ 
ed Pa war’s coalition government. Now 
that Mr Pawar was leading the opposi¬ 
tion in the state, and doing so quite 
vigorously, it was considers best to 
keep Mr Chavan out uf state poUtics. 
Mr Chavan scrupulously avoided 
meeting Mrs Gandhi during this 
period even though there were some 
issues in his ministry which needed to 
be discussed with her 
Second. Mr Shivrij Patil. who in the 
reshuffle was tranueried and prom¬ 
oted from defence to commerce as a 
minister of state with independaat 
charge, "rm the CM allright," ne quip¬ 
ped. after being assigned his new 
portfolio. "CM" stood for commerce 
minister, not chief minister. A fi/igjygi 
by caste, he enioved the support of 
(he party leaders like Mr Y.B. chavan, 
Mr $,B. Chavan. Mr Vasantrao Paul 
tall former chief ministers) and Mrs 
Premilabai Chavan. But Mrs Gandhi is 
credited with the view that she found 
him "(Op soft” to take on the tough 
assignment in the state and felt that 
he would be unable to meet the chal- 
longe. 

. Mr Ramrao Adik*s case fell because 
he is a member of Mr Antulay's trust. 
Mr Gulabrao Patil’s ^o-Antulay utter¬ 
ances. even after the resignation was 
accepted, put bim out of the race. In 
fact, he had sent a telegram to Mrs 
Gandhi asking her to let Mr Anculay 
continue in ofrice. That was done with¬ 
in hours of the judgement delivered by 
Justice Leotin and at a time when he 
was unaware of the directive being 
issued by Mis Gandhi to Mr Antulay to 
submit a fresh letter of resigoatioo to 
the Governor, Mr O.P. Meva. Thus, 
Mr Patil*$ case is one of actlog in baste 
and repenting at leisure. Mr radl may 
even lose the MPCQI) presidentship 
in the new di^nsarion. 

Mrs Pratibha PatiU like Mr Shivraj 
Patil, is also a non-Maratha. $be it a 
Rajput. But her anti-Antulay attitude, 
which stemmed from hii not giving her 
any important assignment because she 
was in tha rtca when he became the 
chief ninisttf. came in tht way of her 
being considered seriously. 

As Mi P.V. Neraaimha lUo. the 
external affairs laioister, dmted by 


Gallows humour 


On the pefiphery of rhe enormous 
(easion riut buiids during a pofitic- 
a/ dnuna of this sort, there is always 
some comn* rehef-^nd most wel 
come it is tou. The Mohorishtra 
MLAs gathered in. first. Bombay 
and rhM fleihi to participaie io the 
successioe battle lighttaed their 
moments with jokes. Amoog the 
questioAS being asked was whet 
should be the real smbol of Mahar- 
ashtra tf tc>and sc became the new 
CM 

If Ramreo Adik became the new 
CM. said one wag. the symbol of 
Maharashtra should be cAartged ro 
a bottle of Vat 6$ crested by two 
glasses crossing each other like 
swords. lAfr Adik was a serious 
cwtiender. but his penchant for 
speaking our “spiritedly* perhaps 
proved his utidoing. Long before Mr 
Antulay left office, be ptibUcly 
claimed that he was the most hyal 
of the Mira Cendbi loyalists and 
therefore should be given the fob 
He also called Lokrajya, the official 


mouthpiece of the Maharashtra 
guvernment'ivhkh had virrugfly be¬ 
come the mouthpiece for Mr Antu 
lay, Mootkhrajvs-) 

What wuul^ have happened if Air 
.lambhuwiUHrae Ohote. the money 
petrel of state poe tics, had becuae 
CAI.’ T/ie .Manrralaya m BbBibay' 
would have hM convertgd'iim'a 
JamMiuwani Vyayamshaia to meet 
Mr Dbote's requirements of a gym- 
nasium to keep fit eauugh for 
wresthng. Aod the stale’s eetbktm 
could have becene a fftmuman 
with a papeniafgbt. o* K pglm 
instead of a mountain. 

tf Mrs ^attbhe Pali!. 

CM^ She mtghi on might opt^iMhe 
state any good, but ihe oeuld/Vf- 
tainly be trusted to perform the 
besr haldi kumkum for aoy visit^ 
VIP in the true . Maharashuian 
tradition. The unkindtar cut. 
however, was reserved forehe oew 
CM. The suggested emblem^ A Cir¬ 
cus ring with a down. 


Mrs Gandhi a» her emissary to Mahar¬ 
ashtra. told the petty Irgislaturs that 
tb* candidate chosen as leader could 
not be hostile to Mr Aniuley as that 
would complicate matters. At the satoe 
time, he could not be a pmege of Mr 
Antulay as this would imn^iaiely 
give nse to dissident activity. He 
would have to be acceptable to both 
sides. 

It appears that both Mr Narasimha 
Rao and Mr Moopener were not in the 

E ire at the dedsive stage when Mr 
ale was rM«ded as the best bet 
in the state, fhou^ Mr Moopeser 
claimed on the evening of the Bharat 
bandb on 19 January that Mn Gandhi 
had taken the decision on 17 January, 
(he manner in which reporters were 
hurriedly siunmoned to ms residence 
at 20, Western Court, suggests that the 
deciaion was linalised oi^ on 19 Janu* 
4fy. lodedd. Mr Moopanar was so ex¬ 
cited that on meeting Mrs Gandhi that 
evening and being authorised to in¬ 
form the preas abwt the decision, he 
forgot at her readeoce the small piece 
of pvnc on which he had written Mr 
Bho4mi name. Since there was 
anotMr minister in Mr Antulay’s 
cabinet by the same surname (Mr 
Abh^ynghraje Bhosale). Mr Mo<m- 
nar iB^t it best to rm back to Mrs 
Gandhi's residence to fetch the all- 
uaportans piece at paper. He asked his 
secretary, Ur Bbaskar. to otiUsc the 
intervening tiine to call all newsaien 
covering (be party and Maharashtra 
developments. 

If the ruling party feels thet it has 
taken the press for a ride, insofar as 
speculation on the successor was con- 
careed, tht fact remaiat that not even 
Mr Bhosale in his wildest dreams could 
hive tbos^ oF hecominx the chief 
niMster. Not one party leader had 


suggested hH name to thk 1W con- 
mend. But hvtlM in tha wnound 
in Bombay van Mr ViMy4w, an 
important aidTcFMr RiJn' fiMdhl. It 
is therefore qo eoeptise new thnr while 
Mr Bhosele etmid not find the time to 
see Mr Vasantrao Paul during his first 
visit to New Delhi as chief joiruiter. he 
took time to revisit Mrs Gandhi’s resi¬ 
dence lete on the night of 20 Januiry. 
to pay a coamay call oo'-Mr Vqtadar 
and uso wait op a similir ^w^n to 
see Mr Dhar immadiately after neat- 
ing Mr Rajiv Gaodhi. 

Mr Vasantrao Paiil's main consid- 
eratton is that hii wife. Mgs Ihnllnitai 
Patil, gets io as a minister. She Was (he 
revenue mioisser in Mr ADtyUy’s 
cabinet and eras dropped in daptem- 
ber after be goapectea beg of pwlng 
on Informaiisn abovi hlspnvaie trusts 
to Mr Anin Shourie ot iJm Indian 
Express. Even when Mrs Patil was first 
Induded in the cabinet, it was after a 
domestic tussle that she had mib her 
husband. To tafrash our memory, Mr 
Patil and Mr, AnruJiy wen caUed to 
meet .irs.i^adM for the fingAround of 
discuMTon bo tba leadersto iasue at 
that time. Veaamdada Patu^waa the 
first to emerge from No. i SMdarJung 
Road. MrAaiiUaghad wootbedw.Mr 
Patil looked rad 1>n ^Aca ana told 
waiting newem that he had rejected 
Mrs Gandhi's offer of « miniscerahip Iq 
the central govanireent. "Make me the 
chief Bunistei fmr one day." Me Patil 
had plaadad. Li was impoanwa for Mrs 
Gandhi to accept his plea. She offered 
him a miaiitaf4al berth fgr ^ wife 
also io the state gurerngm^ Ms Patil 
firmly said ^*>" <0 (hat, wb Bat Mrs 
Patii, from tbo iKprior cFMaliarHh- 
tra, rabid lApgica to aBpHwt whale 
Mr Patil Mga eahiae the pte miide to 
him, he diaSapMpt have iSimtd the 



•ffer made ui her, Uli1macely« she had 
her way and was included as a minis¬ 
ter. But her dream ul setting the No. 2 
rank did nut materialise. Mr Antulay 
chose the ulphabeiical order to elimin* 
ate any tussle on this issue among his 
ministers. 

hfr Bhosale is alw resorting to that 
stratagem now. He vrilJ not haw any 
deputy chief minister or anyone as No. 
2. As he put it. "It will l>e my cabinet." 
Mr Bhosale may well directly elect 
representatives of the people in select 
ine his ministers. In the autguing 
cabinet, there were seven MLCs who 
had become ministers. Hanjans. tnb> 
ais and minorities stand a go^ chance 
of being ade4uately represented in the 
new cAinet. Mr Antulay took then 
into his cabinet only after a consider¬ 
able delay. 

Mrs Indira (landhi has come to en- 
ioy the reputatinn of being the "sup- 
reme leader" who can transform a 
kini into a joker'ur a joker into a king 
U sne appears tu have dime the Uttar 
in Maharashtra, the blame or credit 
for it should gu to the urate Cotrgresstl) 
lagislafure party which rhuse lu autho¬ 
rise her to name a successor to Mr A. 
R. Antulay. 

Why did the CLPdi surrender its 
right of choosing its leader to New 
Delhi, or more precisely, to Mrs Can- 
dhl? Several other <tue>1jons loo arise. 
Did the party high command fear that 
in fhe event of a free election being 
allowed in the CLP(l), Mr AmuUy 
would have manoeuvred to be elected 
afresh as its leader? Or, did it fear that 
a nominee of Mr Antulay would 
emerge as the new leader and rule the 
state by proxy? 

>But the most important question is; 
1$ it in the best inteiests of democracy 
that a party with an overwhelming 
majority in ihe legislature should turn 
lu an individual, hiiwever eminent and 
powerful, fur n decision? 

Much to the discumfiture of Mr P. V 
Narasimha Rao and Mr G. K. Moopa 
nar who had been specially deputed by 
Mrs Gandhi to the state to search for a 
new leader, an informal head count in 
the CLP(l) revealed that there were 
more legislators favouring Mr Antulay 
than those againsi him. How Mr Antu- 
Uy won over these men to his side is a 
oifferent story. It wv only when the 
(WO senior party leaders realised that 
Mr Antulay was looking for a Gerald 
ford (a.s Mr Richard Nixon had done 
after being found guilty and relin- 

S iished the presidential office) that 
ey decided against any election in 
the CIJ’fl). The next best thing to do, 
trom their point of view, was to get the 
CL?(]) to adopt a resolution leaving 
the decision to Mrs Gandhi. Simur 
laneously, everyone began saying that 
(hey would accept Mrs Gandhi's choice 
as she would certainly have the best 
interests of Maharashtra at heart. 
When she made her choice known, it 
was with great reluctance and reserve- 
flofis that her "soldiers" repeated 
Qieie words and Hwnre support to Mr 
Babaiaheh Bhosnie. 


“I WAS NOT 
SURPRISED” 

Babasaheb Bhosale gave his first exclusive inter¬ 
view to OLGA TELLIS in Bombay, and explained 
that he was amused, not hurt, bv the nasty things 

said about him. 


.Seuttvf j/i rhe e/egenrly furnished 
suite Nil. Z of the Sehyedsri guest 
hrtu.sr. Maher ashtra’s eighth chref 
mrniucr. Rniiasjheb Rhoswe. 61. was 
surnmuded with bouquers, garlands 
arid viviring cards, rhe scene was 
mimoronousiy redrov.c. LegisUtors and 
w/f seeking de^egetioM sprawled on 
flrvif./eivi msttresses on the ground 
floor, arid others positioned rhem- 
selves all over on the fint fhor. had' 
died in groups, warring and waning 
endlessly (or Ood alone knows whet. A 
rvpical .uene: A group of sycophanrs 
hand in a houquer with a card to a 
.set refari’ and insrsi hegrres ir in to Mr 



am Shivaji's data^jri^ 
dant..Thara it hanflif 
anything laft of the 
Shivaji tradition at 
tuch. If I wat to weata 
psgrir taka a tword in 
hand and go onto the 
ttraatt I may look tra* 
ditional but it won^t 
tarva any purpota. H 
would ba a funny 
•ight.** 


Bhosale. The secretary goes in, comes 
out and reports he has handed tr to the 
CM and rhe CM has kept it heside him. 
A nd the syruphan is say. " H um lug k a 
kaam, pani me nahi dub jayega na? 
(Our efforts will not get drowned, will 
ihM?r 

dap things ever change.’ f'en Mr 
Bhosale hrtng in the change? Cun he 
survive fhe aearh-kr.sv rif sycophancy.^ 
Mr Bhosale has said that he prays that 
power does nor go ro hi* head, rhat he 
keeps his cool and retains the cajwcit.v 
to seek the cooperation of his iul- 
leagues. Me talked to St 'ivi iav In he 
rween meeting legislerors to gel their 
np/nron.s on the cabinet he was form¬ 
ing. The interview was informal, and 
uncfared with r.vpicel, Bhnsale 
umour, 

Q: Your selection as chief minister 
was like a bolt from the blue. U'hen 
did vuu first get an inkling rhar you 
might be made chief minister.^ 

A: 1 first got an inkling on the Wtli 
afternoon. The former chief mlnjuter 
Mr Antulay was informed about it, and 
he hinted to me that my name was 
getting the "highest priority " J wai 
disposing of some files at home at that 
time. 

Q: Were you surpri*ed.^ 

A: No, This news did not come as a 
surprise. Por a loyal worker any re¬ 
sponsibility is welcome, whether it is 
big or small. For e man of my standing, 
naturally a bigger lespunsibiUty is 
always welcome. J didn't believe in 
canvassing for myself, or encouraging 
others to do so on my behalf. A loyal 
worker should not do it; this is my firm 
conviction. 

Q: What role did .vour father*}n-lew, 
Mr Tulsidas Jadhav, play in rhisr 
According to reports he was called to 
Delhi for consultations. 

A; 1 don't know if he was called for 
cnnsultations. He was in Delhi earlier 
As you know, he is the chairman ui 
Bhc^awati sugar factory in Sholapur 
district, and he goes to Delhi often in 
this connection for rautine meetings. 
He sees Mrs Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi 
whenever he is there. The topmost 
leaders were his contemporaries tn the 
freedom movemeni. a no they were in 
ail tether He did give me a ring 
rom Mhi saying that my name was 
under active considtraiion. 

Q; Whan you were informed oo the 
I9th that you had been aeiecred, youf 


""I Ml'Mfty I am not 
familiar with what 
happanad. 1 know no¬ 
thing about allotmanta 
or donations.** 

fkist rvBcntm was ih^t you would go to 
Delhi and wek the blessings of JUrs 
Indira (Undhi wh*) made you the chief 
minifiter, fiur you were ohvwuslv made 
to stay hack fur the swearing-in cerjr- 
enun.v. HTiar / am itying to say is that 
you had iw say in anything, in your 
selection or even about wh«ri the 
-sweartngin should be. Everything 
seems to have been dictated from 

Delhi. 

A: Mr» liandhi hvfseU spoke to in« 
on th^ 19th. She told nte un the phone 
(hat 1 had been selected for this deli* 
caie job and that \ would have 19 do it 
with maximum cauiiuii and eflieiency. 
She Ha id that siriee Maharashtra is the 
premier xtate in India the job is quiie 
tounh. hut “wc believe that you will 
divchartte your responsibility very 
well." 

Q- Vnur select ion was received with 
leactitm^ that ranged from dtsheltefta 
derision. What are your comments? 

A: Don’t be unjust to me. 1 am the 
last man to hurt the prevs; only, do nut 
distort anythinp I say. I tried to search 
within myself to find nut whether 
there w<u any foundation for the 
thiitfgs said alioui me. 1 discovered, 
most of it was unfounded ^ surmises, 
cvnieciures and imapiiiitiun. I ii^ore 
it all. I do not believe in venAeunce. It 
is fun, aciuallv. 

: H^har's so funny about it? 

: Well, when statvmeol.s are base 
less they are ainusinK, aien’i they? It 
amuses me, I know what 1 am, utd 
when someone says NumethinA (hai is 
not true, I am amused. ¥oi instance, if 
someone says that 1 walk on my head 
and 1 know this is not true, isn’t ii 
amusing? Now Mrs Mrinal Gore says 1 
am only a runner, hut she should have 
named the batsman. 

Q: The ronsensus of opxnjon was 
that yiHi were not up to the task of 
heading the pxivemmerit of Maharash 
tra, that you diotved no proven abdity? 

A: What quality is tht're that can be 
displayed? Qualities cannot be dis¬ 
played un countvrs like a salesman 
dispUyinR saris or blouse pieces. For 
instance, 1 Diluted and passed the 
Siddliivinayak bill which provided for 
the takeover of the famous Siddhivi. 
nayak temple menugement. Then 1 
ensured the eradication of unfair prac¬ 
tices ai Fundarpur tompi*. {The mid 
diemen and (outs in (his very famous 
temple acted as intermediaries be¬ 
tween people and Ood for a price, and 
Mr Bhusale gut ihts.abt^ishM. This is 
one of the reasons why. when he 
entered the Assembly, there would be 
4in uproar uf Tundelik Varade H«ri 
Vi(thal’). 1 also got the Advocates 
Welfare Fund Act instituted, to give 
pension .to retired advocates. 

Q: As a lawyer and head of the law 


and judiciary department were you 
aware rhat there was svmething going 
wrong in the Mantralaya? 

A; Much of all the controversy is a 
misunderstanding, and miiple have 
been misguided and misaiieci^ by a 
section oi (he press. Withuui making 
anv enquiries i^ut the guvemmeni's 
sitie. they attacked I he governmcnl. 
They could have tried to understand 
the government's side. When a cum* 
modiiy is in short supply, many siuries 



** Don't bo unjust to 
mo. I am the last man 
to hurt the press; only« 
d#^ot distort anything 
I iiay. I tried to searoh 
birithin myself to find 
olftlf^hether there was 
arty foundation for the 
things said about me. I 
discovered most of it 
%vas unfounded: sur¬ 
mises* conjectures and 
imagination. 1 ignore it 
aill. I do not believe in 
wengeance. It is fun* 
actually. ** 


''Qualitiaa cannot ba 
diepleyed on eountert 
like saiesmdn display¬ 
ing saris or biouaa 
placas.** 

can be cooked up. 

Q: But are you saying that if cement 
is in short supply it can be allocated ia 
return for (Marions? 

A: I'm sorry I am nut familiar with 
whai happen^, 1 know nothing about 
allatment or donations. 

Q: What was riie controversy be* 
tween you and Mr Antuiay that fed (o 
.vmir being deprived of your transport 
portfolio? 

A: An awkward situation bad arUeo 
between me and Mr Suresh Jain, chair¬ 
man of (he Maharashtra State Aoad 
Tran spun Corporation. The general 
manager had pul up a prup<Ma] for 
trucking uperaiions in (he MiddU 
East, and wanted some funds for pra 
liminary expenses. 1 refused to sane* 
ikm ihe eapenditure, .So Mr Jain an- 
pressed hin desire to resign. In order to 
avoid anv difficulties I discussed the 
issue with the chief minister, Mr Antu* 
lay, and we exchanged portfQlioi, I 
took rural developmeni and gave hin 
transport. Su (here was no conflici. 

: Are you a descendant of ^ivaji? 
; I am his descendant, but not heir 
aiiparent (n (heg«fddi. We must be the 
I2ih or lith generation. I am part of 
(he Seiara family. According (o coo* 
veoimn. the eldest male member of 
I Ik* eldest branch becomes heir; oihars 
lK<iome descendants. Thus, we are 
scattered thiougJiuut Maharashtra, in 
Sutara, Akalkui and elsewhere. There 
IS hardly enything left of the Shivaji 
traditiuA as such. After the British era, 
name and fame remained but the 
traditions have undergone a.cbaoga. 
For example, if I was tu wear a.pggri, 
lake a swurd in hand and go onto (be 
streets 1 may look traditional but it 
won’t serve any purjxise. It wuuld be a 
funny sight 

Q: Four biodata says you have a 
furmfog background. Do you still do 
any farming? 

A: Wr have lands that were once 
meani for grazing horses. They are 
called r.dfe Bhosale (lands uf ihe Bho* 
sale's 1. My family shifted to these 
lands in Khaiav district. There are 
seven houses, and the land runs into 
hundreds of acres. They are dry lands 
wiih well irrigaiion unly fur about five 
ui six acres. 1 did not stay long on the 
farm liecause between f951-60 1 prac* 
need us a lawyer in Satara and then 
from 1970*7g in the Bombay ^igh 
('ouit. Of course I know every ojwri. 
lion of farming. After becoming a 
mtiiisier i did nut have much time to 
go (M (he farm. We grow bajra. wheat, 
jiiwat. gruundnui, etc. 

Q: Asa farmer, do you identify with 
Shat ad Jo.shi's movement for remum 
itaiiM- prices? 

A: 1 would not like to say anything 
uit this ai the moment. ■ 
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HOW TO SOLVE 
CALCUHAS PROBLEMS 

Even with the present limited resources a lot more 
can be done, says PARTHA S. BANERJEE. 


C .kkurikt IN jr ihrtt 

Ml tIu* rooiDMiu ilurint! ihe 
i<Hir Ihiiu»i (liivN 

volniM IMMUIN fjfniK 
luiniimN mil ihi' viiuiul *n| 
Jiiiiits HKikv iif>rlivi4iiijvalvpim ilmi 

Nil K'i'i) N r fi I • mv cj l< »pi i] I ^ h t Ml I iini 

Ivtr CmiMCU 'N K’SKxmN (>1 vliMlU 
ImlhN iM avv iiKit’JiHc iMMeriw inth« 
Jir. niiki'N hJiMr. ii>velrv spuhin tht 
Ntu^rf' •Mid I hi m|Ii.i]ai. rlir imdlvv' 

hoiirs oi jiMUri uitN. ihr uiritH|ueni 
Ml dine piiLkrd Ihini'n. 4 II MKidviiK 
H'«m iiLi' li ioi>iiitu*M itiuhinuiic. 

thaii^N Ml 4 kiMKvriMi I’limr In tli« lMv 
A llt In » 11ICN »I h • kl 'V |H I k' c I \ K N('J 1 lCl>N 
ninriMib <4t tlM'ir pmnmMv lirst dining 
the il.iVN,or Lvlelujiion. 

bu> t^ir hdid.n lt<NiN4( tiioHi 0 
evvn .IN rim ih(/tiN4itd‘ikdd mI 

the K'xidoN Duii;.i hei;iM i|ije\itinK Mp 
on ihv Sn.iml fut immeiNiMti. vluun 
w I'm I a In lut 1 ni: bn n^s |) r n 0 11 v I lui 
sritik.ir rile ncjiun, lut^d.irk ixmorlinx 
hours, pilvdiip UiirlMftr. (ommed 
sln'ets, choked nohvin iocMiiston r\ 
tninN luih little wanuiiK, ond m Ihe 
liiii ssrvKi'N didV hock la then unuaI 
mi'ttuteni\ one porsiNteni i|oo'»ii<ai 
iiiiNi's iis head Mom Ih’IUmiIi the mes\ 
It IdUuiKt 1 01 1 Id he moiui;ed ihuin< 
Dn>|l«i poM. whv not all unmnd the 
voor* 

It ihe Liiv. dorin^ llioso foia leNin.iJ 
daw (oiiUI hr Irei «t (xaui vimn. d 
huM H coiiJd i nn on tnnr. il tunlwat 
could l>e ckMK'd. ihvo wl)> not enrr^ 
drtN ' Moir iinixinaiit. il it iomIJ all he 
done (Mih < aknna’H rsistitiK re 
soiircuN. MkU'lv (fit' irNoiirit's aieii’t as 
iiiddi'i|uait as is maUr oim 
T he Corfic^rjlion ol C'jUuiia. in 
M'llOi^e riiUNfv tilrs a itood pdf I tif iKi* 
answer mu<i he hidden. i<i htaised in 
line ot (he ciivS mans splendid build 
iiif^v Its arc hi IK Una I symmrtr\ mm 
marred hv irioiiehtless iddiiums. In 
side,, the disNvinmL'lrv setjns iirilv a 
mi nut flaw ivnodm scuir- 

caseN. urn rite ilooiv anti arched ctnit 
dors are scxrcrky cioiiLi'jhle tor ihr 
cobwebs, walls pUiNiered with pasters 
and imuvtfd kiimliire ond old files 
strewn everywhen A hnite Stalin and 
ri cnunterbaianoTii; Indira Oandhi n,uf 
down fromawalhihcie are % unions 
for ih« Corporetton's emoh>vet>s. I'oh 
Hes entwines every file here, poliiic> 
bend^ every decision. "ItS part lA fhe 
CarporatianS triditian" explains one 
official. The civic budv'i vlecicd enun* 


ill has s«>jved. smttr pre* 
liiile{>i*RdriiLe. as Ni'i'daij: pound fur 
maiiv k'.Hhiii; lk.nfi»<1i puhiiciaiis 
(.'aiifHii C’alctiiiu fxt boiiet results 
wnli whai ilu re ala'udy is*' In tl»c 
himr ihamliers uf ihe* Cmpaiatiun's 
eAoMirne engineers, the tjuv^tinn 
liehls lip many r«si|(«ted laces. The 
lesiwMiV* IS iniiri' e xplic n ef sem bei e in 
ipiiet dranine nxims <»l retired civk* 
engineers, uilwn scientiMs—Calcut* 

tans who core ’’Uxhv Curparatiun was 
wh. 1 t 11 iHiAtlii to have been, a CMDA 
witiildn'i liavi* been nece^Miy.’' says a 
Ills phimui 

Ihc'Calculla Met rapid nan Lkwelup 
mem .\uihorny tCMUAi was fortnc'd 
htirriediv in late 1970 wlu'n West Ben 
aal was m the midst of inie of its must 
tiaiimaiK pviiodv President's rule 
had hts'n clamfied after two sue cessive 
lell cualiliiHi ministries had fallen, 
mibiani trade unionism wait at tii 
hi lelit .md Naxairte tenor stalked 
iti.mv Cakuiia sirt'ers. Neiv r>elhj 
an pa rent K sensed the nt«ed tv dti 
someth I UK iminediatVlv lor I lie lonjt 
n c uivi led. t roubked met riipvl is A nd sn 
was SCI lip CMU.A. ai on umbrella 
oruiiisatiun lor Calcutta and ilie sub- 
uths and was juihurised 10 pUin and 
execuic all development iwiijects in 
tin* ffletrupiiinan diet net. The World 
Kaiik uanicHf loans, and as ni*w' flvot 

CIS. spamms Mihwavs, htistee lilumi 

toilets and new* st'wers came up. Cal* 
cull a H.'eiiic'd iwiisod l<ir n'juvvnaiuin 
fh vclo|)niem birnmhr lesultv bin 
not cjuite to the eMeht aniaf(>«ited. 
Hawkers Iwcaii encioochuu; on Vfiik' 
ned I Odds.' t*nrholes holluncd out new 
sriit'is m>w stonn drains liet;an ,^rlt. 
me *'The m*u facilities suheied tpMn 
lack at maintenani** os much os the 
idd ones.' esplami'd one CMDA (dli 
lul And here was the crux uC^^he 
pndilem' underm.imienume. and'.i^on- 
sc'ftueni umleriitilisation of the city's 
iivH Incline's 

P ahiivi Bazar is a liitle knvwn area 
m Calcutta's eastein innate. Vlust 
Cakuitaus will Ih* hard put lutpve its 
exacT iDcaiioii. thuujih the name rtuv 
tin^ j bell after a parlKuUrly tainy 
das. Sumew'here in the news repiirts 
on w'uterlbjunnK. the ardent reader 
would pet haps recall. Palnu r Bo/ar 

had lounil mention The area's unfa mi' 
liariiy is svmhohc ^ur. lucked away 
here is an almost unknown, though one 


of I he bt'st possible instances Cal* 
curia's underutilised civic resources. 

At Palmer Bazar is located the prin* 
LI pal Mmptni station of north and 
Central Culcutu'c drainage systems. 
Sewers converge here from all areas 
norih of LoW'vr CircuUr Roard tsee 
map) A second senes of sewers sarv- 
mg south Calcutta terminate at the 
Ballvaujtao pumping station at Tiljala, 
also un the eastern fringe. The pump* 
tflg viaiiunv are necessary because nf 
the city's (Hn'tilmr topography: the 
iivvr bank to the west h at the highest 
ekwatiun and the slope i« eastward. 
Coiise<|uviitiy ihe sewers cannot druin 
into the Hooghlvi at Palmer Bazar and 
Tiljala. where I hi* underground seweri 
ciHiwige. ihe wastes are pumped up 
fur rtiueve inm surface ouifali chan* 
nek that lead l<i Kulii river which 
meanders ii» way iniu the Bay of 
Bengal. 

WHirrloMting plagiieii Calcutta as 
perhaps nu other metropolis. Torren¬ 
tial I am IS not mfrec^uent, but worse, 
some areas in ilir city are inundated 
bv only 1.S minutes* downpour. 
Flooded sinwis stall traffic, and a$ the 
piled up carbage un thv roadside goes 
under water, the filth is strewn all 
•■round Often the water stays for 
hours in the streets The city*s sevrer* 
age. which can drain oui a maximum 
Ilf I 4 inch of raitifall an hour (the 
south Calcutta by^tem's capacity is 
vson lower at l;b inch an hour), was 
iieser dvsntned to completely rid Cal* 
iiiiid of waterlogging. Flooding did 
occur men in the eaily 20th century 
when the system was new. but only 
afiei downpours as heavy as 1 inch an 
hour. 

Today's instant Moods are a legacy 
Ilf the ('orporaiiim's prolonged negU* 
gcnce m silr clearing. There are areas 
where the sewers have silted to three- 
fourths full, but the problem, and this 
is often lost bi^i nf. begins at Palmer 
Kozar arTd Tiljala. The wastes, just 
bet ore being pumped up. flow into a 
silt pn where the silt js deposited and 
the sewage passes over. A mechanicai 
buckei-ivpe arrangement is supposed 
10 clear ihe >ilt periodically. The pit is 
huge and manual clearing is quite 
impossible. But manual clearing is Jusi 
what is done today, when done at All> 
because the mecKanical device has 
hern nut of order for over 40 yeeri 
iiuw. The result is a rising sUt motin* 




luu) th.ic K oUoluvimK slowly 
i^ckiii^ rhe spwaui* How. Wh(*n strW' 
aur flows or Mow thv usuul tiMivity 
irtcloml {ft second wUioiv. mJi i>arti< 
L’lt<\ (Jiof) Ml) Wtiv, volkatinft in the 
•sutsL is insti»ud ul at thv pit. And thu\ 
as flic ('fitire svstt>m ^•r« cloi;i>ed (he 
NVWiike vofoiitv Jiops further. It » u 
vicious iirclv 

ITturo IS one of>vious wav f<» hreak 
the ciicle repoir ihc mcclymcAl dv* 
vKe at the piu and then ftradually 
(iirsih (hv eirliie nt lwork In ihe (Wo 
ioss, a hutfc iMiiNUKk KUte ai thr 
entrance of Palmer Bazar piimpinc 

'tation ihoi hod voors oko jammed 
holfwov tip ond now ohstructs sewage 
tiow. loolil also Ik* freed The entire 
toll (the sewer ilvMllint: exi luded). nne 
(liainaKe enttintar mates, should 
msl between Ks 10 ami Ks 40 laMis. 
which IS peanuts eompaied to the 
neoi lv Ks 7')<r<ires ihat iheCMDA has 
speni sofai on draina^ im|iruvefnent. 

The CMDA’s main thru si ‘rt work so 
for has liecn on laviUK new uiulei 
Kroond storm water drains. The str«is 
IS on layiiia sewer and drdinutte lines 
in unsewerc'd areas (whiih consiiiuie 
40 |iei cent of Ihe total (Torporaiion 
urea) and on lavmg additional drains 
where nts,essai v in the rest of the city 
CMDA experts believe seweiajte and 
storm water should not lie drained 
thruu^th a stnicle undcr^p'iiurid line (as 
it is in Calcutta) because of the hiRh 
variatir'n in flow from dry to wet 
weather, but admit that Ihe separate 
system cannot he achieved m already 
sewetod areas because of the enst 
involved and dishKalion of the ex- 
isting lines during work The com¬ 
promise is to lay additional storm 
watei drains wiihouf disturbing the 
original network. 

The comprumiMf has worked well in 
south and south west Calcutta where 
the storm water diaios have been 
emptied into the Tolly's Nullah and 
adjoining canals, avoiding the vxisting 
network. But in north Calcutta a new 
line linked to the original system has 
jusi failed to produce results. The line, 
originating not far frum Calcutta Vni 
versitv, feedit into the Upper Circular 
Road trunk sewer, and the fault, 
according lu sources, lies in incorrect 
IvvelUng ill ihi* miersvctuin This leadv 
to the Hunk sewer's sili srraving mtu 
the new line. 

But experrs, takmg a hioadei perv 


peclive, argue that laying new vtoini 
water drains will have hs backlash on 
the original sewerage Ram waioi. 
they reason, dues not |usi colli*ii on 
roads and lanes; they uccumulaio mi 
rooftops too. and Cakutfa being heavi¬ 
ly built up. these rooftops add to a 
very signifkani percentage tgreaivi 
than the roadspaev percentage 1 of ihe 
city's area. The water from the ter 
races drains through the domesiii 
lines into the (»ld sewerage nhe storm 
water drains have only Mteel in lets) 
and. hence, the flow vgriutmo Irom drv 
to wel season remains And ii is the 
flow variation (bat causes silimg 

The solution, exjuuis sav. lies iii 
installing new luw tap.Kiiy high hti 
1 SO i u se<») pu Aps a I Pa I mer Ikirai anrl 
Tiljala. Ibe |)res«'iit pumps for dev 
weather flow iDWI ) is 7^ and lOU 
cu«ccs capacity and for storm watet 
200 and 2S0 ciisets c.iiut ity The DWF 
ump» are not svnclirunised wiih Ihe 
»w; the sewage is sucked up ipiicker 
I hail necessaiY and the knel iii the 
sewers dliruptlv falls, re&iilling iii sud 
den ly 1 n • reased fhnv veh < itv. Veinc i rv 
variatiMii nreiipiiiiies silting, hence 
the need Urf SO cusecs pumps. 

The Ballygunge pumping station ai 
TilJala also has vune inherent defects 
that experts believe should im* 
mediately be rectified A bigileneck 
has existed there since the lime of 
const r vet wn and has ihiw been aggra 
vated by the new C'MHA drains. Three 
inink sewers, two of seven-font and 
one of six-fiHd diametri. are suildenlv 
narrowed chmii to fice-liHg duimeier 
near the mouth ol tike siatmn. A ten 
fool box di ain had been constructed in 
chcscyentks to take the load o'ff tbc> 
five*fnni sewers, but l'ML>A cngincs’rs 
appear in have IncgiHteii lo hnk the 
box with the tuple drams hkix’tis 
recommend that the link t>e im- 
mediately built and a nine loot v*wef 
he built to link the box to the ncorliv 
new pumping station, as <fnce prop, 
nsed. The nine-foot drain, they admit, 
IS d difficult enginrt*rtng |ol>. but the 
cnnitetiing link should pose no ptidi- 
kms. and shoo Id iiuisiclerublv help 
free such areas as jugo Har.u in Miuth 
Calcutta from iKTriimal wairfloggiiig 
Experts empliasist* that I hr pr«di- 
lems at the pumping siaiiohN tgixovil 
sn far by the CMIlA. should In* i.u kU-d 
lH*l<ee desiliotg llir sewn iMiwoik 
The CMflA has .Kiiinu-d i.iiious 


ei|Uijimcm which nivchtfiiically clean 
sewers but bee iiuse- nursi Cukutu 
manhiiles ofwn into the sewers slightly 
off ccittrc>, Ihe new buckt t type silt 
diedgers, lowered from ihesc inletx. 
die damaging the drain wallx. Kxpcric 
ihereloic stress that tUe man no let 
sluMild first lie leiiiied. In the Seven¬ 
ties the Corporal urn had chalked viii 
plans for this but nothing happened. A 
drainage engineer esiiinatus that the 
kib sitould now uisi onW about Rs .30 
lakhs 

If these measuies.iie I liken, and the 
supply of unfilteu*<l u.iter rn Ihe hyd- 
r.iuis tliutn which 'i '> l.ikh luhic feet 
of silt isgc-neiatt'd every year) aioppcd 
as schMJuU-d by 1 MK 4 . and with the 
khai.th I cow sheds I I hot have 
mushriHlined in the city and produce 
three lakh cuhic leet of silt annually 
removed, ihei* experts huve no reason 
to duubt I hill even tin* present sewer* 
age network in L'alcollu can yield 
imuh Iwllc'i lesuiisiiiid end prolonged 
wdlerkisgiog 

F rom th*' f'oipiiiaiion building's 
vvoui out si.oiuise to ihc gleaitiitig 
piiiiellvd lobby ol ViMori.i House pro- 
do* i-s .ilmost a niltore slouk Vicioria 
lloiiM- IS the headipiiiiteiv of Calcutta 
l.lesiiic Supple (otjHualmn (India) 
l.iil it'I.St'i. whi.h gt iu iaies nnd dr&- 
iiibuieN iHiHvr III ih<> i'ii\ A marble 
staiit.ise spu.ils u|> ffoin Ihe lobby, 
Ihe 4nine huiUbnn i\ on ronditioilvu, 
iind wh.ii IS iiili'Ksting, the air* 
coiubtO'iiing oi.it boo Jir-s nut work 
dill III)! d.is Dll (iMirl.iiing fluid is 
KSHtU |i ,11 iiighi. when rhc-< ily's power 
demand is rnuih lower, and stored in 
JO 10SI1I.1I4-4I t oni.iiiii'i tor use during 
dav 

(.duitta's usiniied power demand 
In .ir<'o«ul *‘li MV\ «irul m summer on 
•m oveiage tiu suppiv shortfall is 
.iicturifl 1(X) MW 'I'licri' are several 
Mil Vs ot i.stioiiiiig I hi (lotvvi and cv.s- 

Cl u Ucijt ilcnicUid 

* *1 he cilv's an* loodil inning b^id is fdl 
to W) \UV .Old IS itKiL'.ismg t-vi-rv day 
It \ It Iona Moiisi-'s vv.iinpk- is fol¬ 
lowed m oi]ii-i ,111 t'lOtliiioRecI build 
klips, most ol Mils V) to Ml MW load 
louUI Ih' r«ikr'ii otl linm the fX'uk 
il.iMinu dv'in.iitil ,ind power ciil 
pi ImhIs ledinetlns h.ill M\tbho|H>sof 
UesI KtiOMr. p ist*( tiiMs Ctisixig m 
• !'« Ol M liil-e .' -lunolbMC, power en- 
giocris tsilos. ou-tsiiri-s lo eiifui'ce 
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ni^he drawing uf airconditiuncng ki«d 
are ;iDptT9tive. The prob* 
lem however, that lew old building 
have space for instaSIin^ the insulat^ 
container. 

• [n power starved Calcutta, lai^e 
areas never suffer from power cuts as 
they are served by the sane mains as 
essential service institutions 
(hospitals, for instance). These areas 
consume about 100 MW or a fifth of 
the total load. Obviously, if the euen- 
till sei*vH:e mains can be isolated from 
the others the power cut periods will 
lessen with bener sharing. CESC has 
done some of this separation work, but 
are reluctant to complete the job, as 
capital eapenditure of about R$ nine 
crores Is required, 
e Puwer experts also strongly recom 
mend the cioaure of ell shops before 
dark. Shops consume about SO MW 

t 'Ower and if thh load is freed, evening 
nadshedding could perhaps be 
avoided. 

•Yet another power saving avenue u 
the conversion of tube and mercury 
vapour street lamps into the new 
soaium vapour liters Calcutta already 
has several of these installed at 
strategic points and the CMDA has 
plans for more conversions. Though 
costlier, these lamps consume one* 
fifth of the power neon lights do and 
half of that of mercury vapour lamps. 
This conversion will, however, save 
only five to seven MW.because street 
lighting in Calcutta cuniumes only 
about Is MW. But if the four sugges* 
tions outlined here are carried out 
even partially. Calcutta can be greatly 
relieved of load shedding. 

I t does not need a survey lo find out 
that one of Calcutta’s most pressing 
problems is transportation. Over 6.6 
mllUon transit trips are mode every 
weekday with people hang 
ing from bus footboards, or perspiring 
in the subhuman overcrowding inside 
At peak hours getting even a toefiold 
on (he buses is near impossible. And at 
peak hours the destination of a very 
major percentage of commuters is a 
four sq km area centering around 
Dalhousie Square. Calcutta's central 
business district, and nearby Burraba 
car. tbe overcrowded commercial 
quarter Calcutta State Transport Cor* 
pure t ion's (CSTC) 600 odd on*road 
buses, about t.OOO private buses and 
300 on-road trams share between them 
this huge pas.senger load. The sub¬ 
urban railway systems terminating at 
Howrah and Sealdah do not help. Mh 
the termini arc uvtside the city centre 
and the 1.2 million commuters who 
alight there often have to walk to their 
offices. In fact, there is no railway 
running, through the mecropoUs prop 
er, which is perhaps the principal 
inadequacy of the city’s transportatum 
network. 

The now under construction 17 kn 
Metro running north to south through 
the city proper was conceived to fill 
thia nuway corridor gap. Leaving ev* 
en 2W oimutei at peak hours with 
2.S00 puaeniers, the trains will whia 
ihrou^ tbe Metro tunnel from Tolly* 


guntt in tbe south to Dum Dum in the 
north in 33 minuteo. and should irons* * 
port 1.3 oullktfi people every day. The 
problem is. hovwver, that the Metro 
never seems to get completed. When 
after years of diUydallying the rail* 
ways finally got the Planning Commis* 
siAA clearance (Februorv 1972) the 
expected time of cuapletioo then 
announced was January 1979. Over 
the years that dote has bMn continual* 
ly revised, as have coMi (from Rs 142 
ctores CO the present Rs 900 crores). 
end (he present tentative npening dete 
IS 1969 for the southern seaor up to 
Esplanade, and 1967 for the nunhern 
half. 

Cakuita's planners are, however, 
optimistic based on these tentative 
dates, an extensive Bu]ti*nodal Irani- 
poet plan is being formulated. On the 
drawiriji boards ere elaboraie schemes 
to utilise (be eiisiing suburban and 
goods railway network for in*city com¬ 
munication. mtioduciflg (aster trains 
(light rapid transit or LRT which ore 
nearly IS limes cheaper to introduce 
and can carry 20.00O pessengm an 
hour as against the Metro's w.OOOl 
and reexcevaiing the canals encuc* 
ling the city for. navigatiuntl coounu* 
ter traffic. 

A goods line, tbe Kankurgachi 
chord, (hat connects the Sealdah north 
and south suburban systems, would be 
utilised for passenger traffic and three 
new railway slat ions m tbe eastern 
fringe disiricis^Beleghtia. 
Narikcl^anga and Tangra—would 
come up. An elevated "Miburban dis¬ 
persal line" extending along the river¬ 
front from Dum Dum to EdM Gardens 
would provide the western railway 
corridor. 

Suburban' passengers from the 
north, according to the plans, will 
alight It Dud Dum finsteao of tbe now 
overcrowded Seeld;^), and bop on lo 
the Metro at the adjoining tuM sta¬ 
tion, or cake the elevated railway lo 
reach the city centre. ToUygunge, 
according to the new schemes, is to 
serve as the souihera choA^ver 

E nint, and a new loop connecting tbe 
udge Budge and Dianond Harbour 
tines at Beuygunge <see map) should 
bring the entire south suburk^ traffic 
to ToUygunge. Two other loops tvouJd 
link the Howrah suburbau system 
(Burdwan and Kharagpur U^) to 
Sealdah and Dum Dum. Aliernoigvely. 
the Sealdah section suburban passen¬ 
gers could elighi at Howrah station 
and, yes, take the ferry to 
Square, ^ 

The newly introduced ferry services 
criss-crossing tbe Hooghly have 
proved a very successful innovadon 
and are now transporting over 70,000 
commuters a day. An etobonte map 
showing proposed new steamer routes 
adorns West Bengal transport minister 
Mohammed Amin's eifke. Says Amin, 
“We believe nver transponatioa has 
great potential in CakutU." 

What is Aost significant, however, is 
(hat the ferry services have been en¬ 
joying a remarkably trouble-free ruo. 
Vessm utilisation is ai the maiimum 
and there has been no labour unren. 


Which brin^ us from t]\t drawing 
boards to reaUty. The rehlify oi only S5 
per cent C5TC ^outsbedding" (i.e. 
buses on road). The CSTC. which has a 
fleet of f, 06 S single end double-decker 
buses (530 new buses will be added to 
the fleet under (he World Bank aided 
Rs 102-crore Urban Transport Project, 
mostly as replacements), nos perhaps 
the worst performance figures of the 
country's transport undertakings. 
Against its S5 Mr cent outshedding, 
Bombay's BEST puts on road 92 per 
cent of its fleet; against CSTC’s 139 
koi/day vehicle utilisadon. BEST man¬ 
ages 220 km/day. 

Calcutta has congested roads where 
traffic moves pui^ully slow. Which 
could be one reason (or the low vehicle 
utilisation. Roads ere bad in patches 
and buses carry far beyond their 
capacity: another reason for the un¬ 
usually frequent breakdowns (about 
20 per cent of outshedded buses). But 
such factors are overshadowed by a far 
more potent reason' for the CSTC's 
deplorable performance^ the staff's 
“disinclination to work." At the cen¬ 
tral CSTC workshop at Belghoria. 
north Calcutta, night shift malnte* 
nance staff come tu work with mos 
quiio nets. In the day shift lunch is 
cooked, carrom tournaments played 
and theatre rehearsals conducted, the 
CSTC football team has been alMndia 
rrtnipon services champions since 
several years (the Corporation's dra* 
ma group has also bagged major 
theatre awards). "They are tops in 
every field except running buses," 
explained a CSTC official. 

tlie union leaders (the CRIlM)* 
affiliated CITU is presently very 
strong with 60 per cent following) are 
very respectable and have bhaara/ok 
nanaera; they themselves don't do the 
booing/When officers xiy to be firm, 
they merely convey the first threat in 
quite polite words. But if the officer 
chooses to be adamant, the “storm* 
troopers" are dispatched and what is 
said (the language, that is) cannot be 
repeated. Over tbe last six months 
the unions have indirectly forced the 
resignation of CSTC’s deputy general 
manager and the removal of its gener¬ 
al manager. (The GM’s removal, 
according to sources, was on orders 
from the chief minister). 

CSTC's services could be improved 
with a more rationalised route net¬ 
work. Presently, for instance, most 
routes are long distance and traverse 
the entire city from north to south, 
with few busM starting from Espla¬ 
nade or Dalhousie Square, the central 
business districts. Under the UTP, in 
fact, work on route rationalisation has 
begun. But for barter vehicle utilisa¬ 
tion and increased outshedding. there 
con only be one solution: toning up the 
CSTC administration. Under present 
circumstonceo, UTP's scheme to raise 
outsbedding.to 62 per cent and vehicle 
ufilisaiioB to 176 km a day by impro¬ 
ving garage ficilicies can only seem 
wiwul cluDkiag. "What CSTC needs it 
union holiday and then (He service will 
be bettered 50 per cent,* said one 
seowr offktol of tbe corporation. And 




whit is significant, th« corporation has 
some very efficient engineers who 
could coosiderabiy improve workshop 
efficiency, given a fairer labour ch* 
mate. Wliich is an advantage not all of 
Calcutta*! civic services enjoy 


C akuRi Corportdon't huge motor 
vehielei workshop at Entalh, 
south Seddah.’ is vital to a partiaDy 
aOBOKistont aervice: larboge clear- 
aact. Is is bore that tfii cooicnraftn 
lorries are overhauled aod lervii^ 
nie hoa sufficient stafr but 

UrtU ikiU. nierc isaH a sia|^ a- 
giaaorlag nduaio on cbo stm; the 

to this is labour mdisdpliBit CSTC 
miihnrii works fashioa. ThM upahot 

Omo brndrod of the ramaiwlm hovo 

boc 7S ore yot to 


be cleared. Why? Says a source; it is 
because of the maodatcry mileage 
rtstrktioa. Some of the vehicles have 
done 0^ 10,000 km while the Cor- 
poratfOtf^condemns* vehicles after a 
wO.OOO km mileage. 

Observers agree on one basic 
lod tramediate prescriptioa for the 
motor vehicles departmlM: introduc* 
don of MW bloM at the top ea- 
fintifn with ^ualificatkm, eapericocc 
and tginaiinsi skill And the subse- 
4 i^Bt blu^wuBi lot getting reewJu 
with trisring reseurces centres on 
caredul ptanAiBg. 

One or the most crippling problems 
of the con se rv a ncy workabop is spare 
parts ahfwtago. tarries often rust lot 
in guages for want of a sinila 
compoMBt. As apare parts command a 
mmn morkat, er parts stre ss on plin- 
oing akt mont^ anaad for the annual 
baia overhaaoi^, ao that the spares 
iswntory can be itockad before the 


en^es are opmied up. 

With improved lorry ouishedding, 
perban to over ?00 per day, garbage 
should be a far lesser problem in 
Calcutta. Greater Bombay, which is a 
cleaner city than Calcutta, ganerates 
1,200 ions of garbage every day in Us 
municipal area of 417,71 sq km, and 
this is clesred by about 500 lorries. For 
Calcutta which produces 2.SOO tons of 
^rbage io 104 $n km, 200 lorries 
shoulo be adetjuate. One person who 
arouses hope is Group Captain A. K. 
Chakrabsrty. executive engineer of 
the Corporation's conservancy and 
motor venides section. He is a tireless 
worker with radical new ideas. Sum¬ 
moning daily meetings; personally ex¬ 
amining every probfem, moving 
around tne city on insperiion visits he 
has jolted the corrupt and slothful 
department into new activity, incen¬ 
tive schemes are spurring lorries to 
complete more trips a day, albeit half 
loedM. And they are working through 
the day in one shift instead of two. 

The one shift arrangement is e 
Chakrabarty introduction. 

Bur clearing garbage from the r^s 
is only a pert of the conservakey 
department a work. The garbage hahto 
be dumped outside the city. A low- 
lying 2,bOO-acr« swamp area, called 
the “Dhapa tquaremiJe.” on Calcutu'i 
eaiiern tnoge was leased out to the 
Corporatioe over a hundred years ago 
as oumping ground. But the Dha^ 
Squaremile is now nearly filled up and 
Corporation officials, looking in vain 
for an alternative sight, shudder to 
think of the years ahead. The problem 
is already surfacing {arid hindering 
developmeni work in other sectors) as 
lorry drivers, especially during the 
monsoons when garbage generation Is 
the maximum, refuse to drive down 
the slushy filled.up areas to the re* 
mote remaining corners. Since Octo¬ 
ber the drivers have choaen to dump 
aarbage on the Eastern Metropolitan 
Bypass {EMB) which is under construc¬ 
tion, upsatring CMDA’s traffic and 
transportation schemes. Repeated pro¬ 
tests to (he Corporation, complaia 
CMDA officials, have had no results. 
Union strike threats are reportedly 
deterring action. 

T he EMB IS at the hub of CMDA 
sci.eroes to untangle Calcutta's 
legendary traffic jams. The exprees- 
way, to be linkea to the Delhi and 
Bombay roads, is projected to cake the 
lorry load off (Ulcutta’s con^sced 
streets. Lorries have long been singled 
out as one of the primary culprits who 
have choked the city's streets. One 
survey conducted io cne mid-seventiea 

recorded a daily average lor^ influx 

<d 4300 , 6S per cent of which have 
hnie need to enter the city proper 
(they are mostly bound for factories on 
the outskirts, or (he neighbouring dis¬ 
tricts or states), except that (he trans¬ 
port company ^ficei are located here, 
influx it far gnster now 
Cakuitani who hive to catch a train 
often leave home three houn before 
the scheduled departure from Howrah 
statioR to allow for a possible traffic 
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Instead of regrets, 
may we suggest prevention. 


Evoy vc« dbout fts.3.S00 crores c# 
seeds hdve to be written off due to 
poor mbMndhn^ 

improper s(ord« and careless 
irampcnatiori. True, you can set your 
compensation Ihroush nsurance. 8ut 
even insjrartce cannoi make sood 
other veal factors, Damased 
equipment and rrtaterial ufce bme to 
replace VOur standing m the market, 
your credibility and goodwill get 
adwysely affected. 


1 


The sad part of It an IS that cargo 
losses are preventable. They can be 
foreseen and their damage potential 
mimmised 

Make loss Prevention a way d hfe. Ai 
home, on the road, at the workplace 
We, at IPA, arc committed to the 
prevention and mirvmisation of losses. 
&ut can only offer our help, isn 
meet act 


Prevent losses; pf O iril U prosperity. 




LOSS PREVENTION ASSOCIATION OF INDIA LTD. 

iSe«r>Mr«a av M OansrM viMi/t) Wii«w> HouM. $ir P.H IM. •ea*ty 400 001. 
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jam oq Howrah bridu. The jams b«gtn 
at Industrial Howrah. Caicuita*s much 
nedectad lister city on the west bank. 
This labyrinth of incredibly narrow 
roads is the virtual ^tewiy to the 
metropolis where terminate tba Grand 
Trunk Road, the KH2 from the north 
end the NH6 from the west. Hundreds 
of lorries labouring up the congested 
Howrah feeder streets that link the 
hiabways, converge on the Howrah 
bridge, burd'nmi it with a traffic it 
cannot taka. The tarn from the bridge 
radiates out to tne central Calcutta 
roads> aheadv choked with pedes¬ 
trians spilling from hawker* 
encroached pavements, rickshaws, 
handcarts and other slow-moving 
vehiclei(8MV). parked (a very signifi 
cant percentage illegally) cars of 
course, lorries. 

Lorries choke roads because of the 
rood ipica they take up and rht ir slow 
pick up. Thera are stretches in Burra- 
basar entirely jammed bv parked lor¬ 
ries. Handcarts and rickshaws, carting 
goods offloaded from the trucks, add a 
more complev dimension to the traffic 
chaos. The situation is most critical at 
the intersections of arterial roads and 
the narrow streets used by SMVs. One 
typical example is the Canning srreet 
crossing on arterial firaboume road, a 
persistant headache to the traffic 
police. 

The irony here is that a recently 
built flyover terminates just shon of 
the intersection. At the flyover's plan¬ 
ning stage. Calcutta Police, according 
to sources, had presaed for its eaten* 
sion beyond the Canning street cros* 
suig, or for a ramp on Strand road tsct 
map) so that Brabourne road could be 
made one-way. But the suggestions 
were overruled by CMDA engineers 
who wanted to hurry with the project 
and had inadequate finaoces. 

One way to untangle the traffic 
knot is to buiJd a truck terminal on (he 
city outskirts. CMDA planners heve 
beeo working on this idea and two 
sites for terminals have been chosen: 
one at Kona, north-west Howrah 
(whose land has already been ac¬ 
quired), and the other on the EMB (it 
is nearer to the city cenWe). The 
conflicting merits of the two sites have 
had planners in a quandary, unable to 
choose. 

A second proposal to help Calcutta 
cope with lorn traffic is opening up 
the riverside Strand Bank Road (see 
map) to heavy vehicles. CMDA hes 
already prepared plans for this north* 
south corridor and work should begin 
soon. In fact, this is about the only 
road development sclieme that plan¬ 
ners believe is feasible in north and 
central Calcutta. The area has only 
two wide nonh'souch roads Omtar- 
anjan (Central) Avenue and Upper 
Grcular Road. Calcutta's oldest paved 
street, which will now have its bot- 
tleoedt at Sealdah cleared by a flyov¬ 
er. The situition is worse for eeii-west 
traffic; there ii virtually one thoreegb- 
fere (Vivekananda Road) that has 
raaaonabJe width, and there is no way 
of opening up new roads 

Planners may have given up hopes 


to rid nonb and central Calcutta of 
jams, but the police haven't. After 
populatioo, (be most well-known Cal¬ 
cutta statiftic b perhaps its road space 
to area ntb. The metropolis may nave 
just B.S per cent of its total area left to 
streets, as against the 25 per cent 
average in western (and afso some 
Indian) cities, but what Is usually 
ignored is the relatively fewer vehicles 
^ying in Cskutia. Pointing this out, 
traffic policemen argue that 6.S per 
cent road space isal as alarming as it 
iounds. Even with the existing road 
network, the jams could be avoided if 
policemen have more powers end 
there were mm of them 

This reeaoning cannot be faulted. A 
very major cause of Calcutta's traffic 
muddles is indisciplined drivers. 
Buses, especially the privately owned 
mini buses, often move down roads no 
quick^ than pedestrians, picking up 
passengers on the way and often halt¬ 
ing in the middle of the road for the 
odd man waving from the side lane. 
Illegal parking tor several hours is a 
mattes of routine for many car and 
lorry drivers. And then there are long 
procesaioos, roadside basaara. parked 
rkkshawt, or just pedestrians nudged 
off (be pavemeots by hawkers. 

The polke are helpless in rackling 
most su^h problems for a variety of 
reasons. Mini-buses have strong poli¬ 
tical lobbies (only "party people" are 
allotted licences to run them); the 
drivers and conductors are mostly 
toughs who have no fear of police. If 
the police retaliate by seising a (Inv¬ 
ar's licence, buses turn around to 



block roads and traffic is brought to a 
stand Hill. The constable may even be 
beaten up if he is alone. 

Hawker eviction has turned out to 
be a joke in Calcutta after the cvo- 
troversial cabinet infighting in July 
this year when West Bengal PWD 
minister Jatin Chakrabarty 
announced plant to free Calcutta's 
pavements, and the ieft Front com- 
mirtec of the ruling alliance stipulated 
that hawkers in business before 1977 
(the year the Front was elected to 
power) cannot be removed. 

The problem of illegal parking ti not 
so political, the hurdle here i$ the 
acute shortage of parking space in 
central Calcutta. Early thu year the 
tram tracks in Dhurramtola Street 
were shifted to the sides from the 
centre, apparenily to prevent kerbside 
parking. But the move resulted in an 
unexpected backlash. Cars and rick¬ 
shaws, apparently for want of altema- 
live space began parking in the middle 
of the road where the tram tracks 
originally ware. 

"It's our inefficiency resulting from 
inadequate manpower," admits depu¬ 
ty commissicmar kai when asked about 
Dhurramtola Street: "We can du no 
better " Calcutta Pulice have unly two 
wreckers to tow illegally parked vehi¬ 
cles, and the force ^itrangih has not 
been increased since the early Fifties 
for reasons best known to the govern¬ 
ment. There are nni enough constables 
to be posted at all ihe crossings, let 
alone chai/an (book) offending driv¬ 
ers. The LBOO-strong Calcuiii Police 
traffic force, aided about 300 Home 
Guards, can at best man 2S0 intersec¬ 
tions, while the city's principal roads 
meet at 700 crossings, worse, only 3$ 
of these intersections have traffic 
lights. 


Manpower increase apart, what Cal¬ 
cutta Police need most desperately, 
experts believe, is a provision to bring 
offending drivers immediately to 
book. The cash bail system, in vogue in 
several western countries and Bom 
bay, and proposed by Calcutu Police, 
should be immediately introduce. 
Offending drivers can then be arrested 
on the spot and produced in court 
within two days if they cannot or du 
not bail themselves out. Each offence 
will have fixed bail amounts predeter¬ 
mined by coun. The system, experts 
believe, should have an immediate 
Impact and curb considerably the pre¬ 
sent anarchy on Calcutta's mads. 

The police are also fighting forpow- 
ers to coRcro) the SMv traffic. Tnare 
are over 40.000 rickshaws in Calcutta. 
8$ per cent of which are unlicens^. 
The police, under the present laws, 
can at best seiu the unauthorised 
vehicles, which the owaers invecJebly, 
after paying a oominal fine, take back 
(o the streets. And it's good (hat they 
do. because the police have little space 
to stack the rickshaws. Under a prop¬ 
osed new law, the police will have 
powers to forfeit and destroy the 
seised vehicles. But the proposal has 
been hanging fire for quite some time 
now. Obviously the rickshawman lus 
his own lobby ■ 
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The energy crisis. 

Must it mean a return to the 

Dark Ages? 





The energy crisis of 1973 iDad^Sople 
sit up. To think ^solutions. To find ways 

of sMtching fuel sources or tapping |pw 
sources. One thing is absolutely clear— 
taking a plentiful supply of eiectridty for 
grant^ is over. 

Today's power shortage is not some¬ 
thing that will be over by next year. Or even 
ten years from now. Do^ it mean putting the 
cIocK back on time... beating a retreat to me 
age of darkness? Does it mean we have to 
switch off lights in order to save? Because save 
we must. 

The impossiMe riddle 

What's staring us in the face is a big 
dilemma: on tho one hand it's critkal that we 
save power. And on the other it's essential 
that we have more lighi, better light. In order 
to prog^Ks. In order to lead a better life. 

The lighting indust^ has been over 
the years conducting continuous research 
worV to improve the light output of lamps. 
Given below isa table showing increa.se in 
light output per watt for different types of 
lamps between 1930 and 1980. 

IncriMM'm Linipt'tticiKy: 1930 to 1980 


And there is a whole range of other 
power saving lamps to co\'cr every applica¬ 
tion. The new generation of high-Vffiaency 
lamps because of its greatly reduced energy 
consumption, is less expensive in operation 
and therefore more than pay for itself in use. 
This table shows how you can put tho lamps to 
use to save power effortlosslv. 
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It's time you switched ovc: lo 
these new power saving lamps. Ikwiuse 
whatever electricity is saved c.m K* Lhannol* 
ised to ind ustry. To agriru I tu ral pump sets. 
And turned into national wealth. Ansi our 
country needs all the watNitcvin hiv.i. 

If you would like to Know about 
savingenei^ 'ir,’ 

write to: Peico tlectmnics.jno I ’‘i i.icjls 
Limited, LightingJMvision, l-ui.l bs ' 

Bldg., 2nd floor. T)r. Annie K l^wd. 
Worii, Bombay 400 025. 

A watt saved 


is a watt generated 


The industry has evolved light sources 
a nd I Igh t i 11 g sy stem.s wh ich can help conserve 
energy without making any compromises in 
the Quality ar\d lewis of lifting. In Itxlay's 
wo rid. pKwver saving is comp ulsoiy. But living 
in darkness is not. 

How to cut down on power 
consumption without actually feeting it. 

Poico with their access to Philips tech¬ 
nology have developed a whole new breed of 
h igh -offid ency tha t gives the same light 

output but consumes k'ss energy than the 
lamps it replaces. One example Is the ML 160 
watt lamp giving you the same light output as 
a 200 watt GLS lamp, 

Philips - the trusted Indian household name 
for over fifty years 

ImiussI 


LiGhCinG eXPOB 
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India and the 
silicon chip 

By Jeari'JacquM Servan^Schraibat 

It will take Indians 150 years to equal the living standards 
of the industhairsed countries. But will Indians have the 
patience to wait ttiat long? it is doubtful, says the author in 
this exclusive extract from the The Work/ Chaflenge 
(published by Collins and distributed in India by Rupa & 

Co., price £5.95) 


T winty yfjis ih«; ivro miUi* 

017 iupvr» I V.''. ’Mt Vf <1 (Ke rwo 
tirgeat uml* t • ’'<■* natinns cn 

ch« rftc« !■>' * l. k'pncftt: ih« 

Soviet Unio* ‘.I I’ant. 'l MaoS Chi* 
ni, tnd the Nchru '9 

Indii. 

Prtmier Khrovhchw. ja agrkul 
lur^ cnthubuisi. lenl his b«st ign)- 
nomiiti to th<> Chinese. whoi9 «bso> 
lut6 pricriry lo feinl the coun¬ 
try'i Ckplodiit^ papuIatiuH'^lhe 
oppo«it« of Stalin-stvlr forcod in* 
duttrinJkat ton 

Prttideni appointed bis 

friend end th» * ho considered 
the best Amo n c.' c. < 'ti omist of his 
time, John Kt n>t>ah n^ibreiih. as 
Atobetsador lo inilia. In Delhi, Gal- 
briith was ih«> link l>etwecn the 
vast Indian sul>coiUiri«'iH and Amer* 
ican economic powc^r As an aid to 
winning “India's wiir against under 
developmeni,’* ihv White Mouse 
granted him thn unusual privilege 
of a direct Imk* to the lYesident. 

Neither at thi ;wo tmlirary giants 
was able to ko iliv distance in this 
formidable loir whose* stake was 
the future of aliiinsi 1 S hilJioa men 
and women. The Ub^R lost China, 
and the United {^talc's lost India. 

With India, neither Kennedy nor 
Galbraith truly had time to get 
down to work. And for the foUovring 
administralions, wjih the rapid in- 
leosificatiun of Amoiica's involve* 
ment in Vietnam »nd the accelera* 
tion of the ji nis lace. India ceased 
to be a prioiiiy Ate*erica's global 
ctrate^. For;<oi*rii the West and 
aban^ned to rhe mechanical 
forcei of a market economy, India 
drifted toward a society characte* 
riaad by ineouality dnd disorder. 

Today, in the vast Indian cities— 
Bcmtbay. Delhi. Calcutta. Madras— 
• population oj scientists, en* 
glDaers, academics, executives. 
etfOAomists, skilled workers of the 
huihest calibre', numbering seventy 
ttillioa Indians hviis itlongside 
hundreds of nulitoas ot illiterates. 


often on the edge of starvation, 
deprived of medical care, educa* 
tion aod prospects f<v the future. 

One famous winter evening the 
directors <4 the vigorous JRD Tata, 
India's leadiru Industrie empire, 
gathered in wmbay House, that 
splendid legacy from hritisn col¬ 
onialism. to await with mixed feel* 
ings the results of the most uncer¬ 
tain election in the history of the 
world’s largest democracy. 

Their conversation centred on 
the improbable but not Impoasibbe 
victory of Indira Gandhi. Nehru's 
daughter, ^fore defeat, abaodoa- 
ment and impriionmeni, “Madam," 
as she is often called in India, had 
held power for ten years, following 
her father. Businessmen generally 
considered her an enemy. She was 
seen as a slave to the Soviet Union. 

At the moment that India*! future 
hung 00 tens of thousands of sacks 
hilH with ballM. Indira Gandhi 
was being discussed rn Bombay as 
though s^ came from outer spoce. 
No leading businessman had com* 
municateowith her, no one had met 
her. the worst was thought of her 
entourage and she herself was 
alleged to have dark ulterior mo¬ 
tives. 

Yet. the men waiting for the 
outcome, sharing their fears, had 
placed their bets on Indira, a sias* 
dard paradox for this uausuil coun* 
try. None of the great private in¬ 
terests, neither the Tata nor the 
Birla, bad failed to answer the call. 
Although Nehru's daughter had run 
up against fonnidable problems 
the entire state machinery was 
against her, as was the petty cm* 
ated by her father, along with the 
police force; her chief coUaaguei 
and allies were in exile; her eons 
were persecuted; her communice* 
tions were sabouged—ehe had had 
no financial probWms. Indians of 
means feared this woman, but they 
dbtei^ even more the chaoe, ig* 
competence and corrupfioa that 


bad accompanied her successors 
betwee n 1977 end 1979. A phone 
call from Bombay to Delhi is next to 
impoasibln. eirplanc schedules arc 
uncertain, a journey by train is an 
expedition of almost twenty hours, 
and a hotel reaarvition is out of rhe 
question. Between Bomt^, a great 
induscrial centre and a vast port 
open to the world, end Delhi, the 
centre of politiceJ decisions, there 
is an immense logistical gulf 

So these men believed the firm 
hand of the devil vms preferable to 
her incompetent predecessors. 
Emotionally, they opposad her. but 
pationally her victory was needed 
desperitely. 

Ajso, there was always the possi* 
bility that this woman, of legendary 
energy, had learned sofflafting in 
har political exile and had changed, 

N ear the steep bend of Willing* 
don Descent in a modest sec* 
tion of New Delhi where few auto* 
moblies come, the usual crowd of 
people, but slightly larger and 
noisier, has gatbweq in long, surg¬ 
ing streams around the small un¬ 
guarded garden that surrounds the 
jow*roof^. five-room house where 
thf woman most often simply refer¬ 
red to IS Gandhi lives and works. 

Beyond the entrance there is a 
small passage which opens on the 
room sne uses as her ofrice. Visitors 
are constantly coming and going. 
She Ukdi that. She is not disturbed 
by it. From time to time she speaks 
totomaane. but nobody approaches 
her unless she indicetes that he or 
she may. She always knows the 
whereabouts of the clever Yashpal 
Kapoor, the assistant her father left 
to protect and help her. When she 
wants to telephone someone or 
speak to a visitor alone, she informs 
ivapoor. who clears the room. Then, 
uninterrupted, she turns her 
thoughts to India 

Her extrema fatigue at the end 
of campaign, during which she got 
little sleep for twenty-eight days, 
gives her a special*charm, an au¬ 
stere beauty. It intensifies har in¬ 
ner flame, her forcefulness of ex¬ 
pression and her wilbngrwss to dis 
cuss, without delay, building the 
future. She has come back from the 
south, from the edge of the ocean 
and from Madras. She has come 
back from the eutem border, the 
Burmese border and from Calcutta. 
^d4ias come back from Bawl and 
the mouth of the Ganges. She has 
come back from Punjao at the foot 
of the fkmaiiyas. Night after night 
she hid gone to the villages, lift¬ 
ing har ^a with an electric light, 
so that peasants funding in front of 
their cob houses could see that she 
had come to them. She has returned 
from the depths of India. What no 
one kn^. then was that she had 
won. India had been emrusted to 
her; sha would be in power before 
the and of the weejt< Aj Prime 
Mizuater, ai she was in priaoBi aha 





would bo olont. Now in hor office 
the ponders the future. 

How» where, should one betio lo 
develop Indie, to brine it out of iu 
misery end despeir? She does eot 

( reiend to know. She hes nothing 
ui innumereble, constent, preciee 
guestions. Where should one 
b4q|in> 

vfhMt she finds most overwhelm* 
iOg is the enormous number of 
young people who have sever re< 
ceived en educedon. 

No one, not even she, could ley 
exectly how oeny there ere: 
“There must be, I thmk, ebhui two 
hundred million young people 
under fifteen who hsve not yet 
leerned to reed end write...So 
where does one bemn?" 

She wes surpriseo to reed in The 
New VorJc Times a story saying she 
didnH have a chence to succeed. 
According to (he story, it was un* 
likely that she would he able to 
guide Indie through the uncontroU- 
able inflation, (he crushinn unem* 
ploymene, end the free fall of pro* 
duciivicy that bar the country's 
paih to development. 

ft m^h( indeed be so. There is ■ 
brief flash in her calm eyes alter 
reading the story and a moment of 
silent anger: 

“America always betrayed my 
father. They always looked down on 
me. They abandoned India.. They 
think only of ihemseives and don*t 
understand the rest of the world 
Huw is it passible? What disdain. So 
everywhere they say chat 1 am prt^ 
Sdviat. What nonsense.. .Was my 
fsther lenient toward the Gonmun' 
ists? Am I? 1 am neither for Amer. 
ica nor for Russia. Both look upon 
India as an object and a stake. I am 
for India and its people^ for whaiev* 
er can aid India, fron whatever 
source, by whatever means. But 
where should one begin?" 

So far, India cannot break the 
bonds of its poverty. Its per capita 
income remains at the miserable 
threshold of 5200 per year and has 
little chance of rea^ng in the 
nomal pattern of “industrialisa* 
cioo," $s00 by the year 2000. the 
economic situation has deterio¬ 
rated even more in these past 
years. 

From 1975 to 1980 the nationai 
budget not only stopped growing at 
the weak previous rate of 2 dm cent 
to 3 per cent, but it fell by more 
than 3 per cent. There are now 
three hundred million Indians “in a 
state of absolute poverty." Count¬ 
ing only those who once bad a 
regular job, have lost it have 
succaedtd in reiisteriag some* 
where, there are 15 million Indians 
officially unemployed. 71 m others 
are not recognised as such, sioce 
they have never had worker's su* 
tus anywhere. 

The 20'year proffamme of mas¬ 
sive industnaliunoo which was 
based on haav^ industry, following 
the Soviet model, has oiuy reaulteo 
in failure. The enormous, uncon* 



Spece research coeiputer /eciiiry at SrihariAora 


(tollable bureaucracy that employs 
(WO, three, four bmaucrats in¬ 
stead of one fbr each job bas only 
made India more barren. The 
bureaucrecy was incapable of 
building coeds or increasing ihe 
number of schools, or making land 
fertile or eipending health aer> 
vices. It was only able to control, 
verify and say no. 

What is impressive and seductive 
about Indira—beyond courage, de- 
(Khment and intelligence—is her 
modesty. She knows that she is 
capebie of underttanding, but she 
says that the knows almost nothing. 
She knows how to commumcaie 
with ber people, how to restore 
hope when they lose it. how to find 
them in places vdiere no one ever 
goes, how to make them feel, some 
times without a word, chat she 
knows their pain and is thinking 
mly of them. She knows how lo tell 
them that she loves them. But that 
is all she knows. 

She bas heard about “technolo¬ 
gy." a mysterious reelm which vhe 
says she hardly distinguished from 
industryt Now, India must have in¬ 
dustries at all costs, many Indus- 
tries. 

Tens upon tens oi thousands of 
hands must be given work. All 
those willing to help India Indus, 
uialisc may enter the country. 
Tbey will be well received if tech¬ 
nology meess more industries, then 
India needs a lot of technology. She 
believes OPEC is ri^t to OMlare 
that it is going to use its power to 

K t this “transfer of technology** 
la the West. Moreover, she is on 
good terms with the Gulf “because 
the Muslims know that with me 
tbey are protected in India. The 
OPEC countries know it. They 
should be for the Third World, and 
th« are Muslims, so they will help 
In4l to obtain many transfers of 
industries or. if you wish, technolo 
gy^ meets iu iremendous needs." 
Sh€ wants to know more about 


this little wafer ilui slie looks at for 
the first lime She iiin just make 
out fine, luiidiy viMhle grooves on 

it. U u niKrwpioccsMir. 

Arperic.»pi She asks. 

What d<H> It m.4iti>t>.They are all 
the same. Tho ni.<ehines that are 
the source uf yoiii new revolution 
have nn homoJ.irul, know no bor* 
ders. They uie all m.iUc from sand 
(“From :.arul, rcalJV, huw do you 
mean from sand?** she asks), and 
they work wherever they are instal¬ 
led, wherevei u is mulerstood that 
(hey n<ii utilv ii«|>lace industrial 
manpower, hjt :'r«i men them¬ 
selves from (he nue.i onerous tasks. 

InJira, whu always listens well, 
interrupts whui slie wants is the 
opposite. Or ulherlier people want 
the Dppusm Tin V want work. It 
doesn't inait**r what sort of factor¬ 
ies are establicbi-d .is long as they 
employ peopi*-. I he^c can never be 
too many facKn.i*'. 

Indira iiUc* nei iJs many schools, 
and roods iu ti;«vi-l to them, and 
housing, .imi nukiit teachers and 
schools in ti.iri ihvv.- teachers, and 
(rained n*.-r'.»»iin,:.| >n that the huge 
labour Wrn v.;i! l.-arn to work 
better, to h . <»utput in the 

factories 

But iv Jridji j I $r,hi? 

.Tod'v, ImiM** ]H-i i.apu8 income 
Is 5200 a yc-.i. 510,000 for 

the U n 1 1 cd S* .u o^. V. < < rope or Japan. 
Is there rc-av>n i f l\-Uev« that even 
with a T rente lukwis .iKlu^trialisation 
effort Indij cm n-iKii THi per cent of 
the indiKirialiM’d world's standard 
of livinji betw-ucii now and the be¬ 
ginning of tiu- . eitiury? 

The answer is ni. If the annual 
growth of Thud Wurld countries 
lemains at llio rare uj ^ per cent a 
year, and ihc .ivirupte rate uf the 
developed wuii-l it 2 ^ per cent Jt 
witi litkf t'fO .14 '. l<o rhe jocome 

ttf Thml W-tio to egua/ 

that tti ;mm-p,Vn ; '/jo jndu5triaf 
iDuorrjcv h ilui that the 

Indians wdi sust patience to 

wait I**!! vt-s.js 





Myths of“Islamic”architecture 


T hr tdcj Mmi (sUin Uiil 

douii Milrv fcM ihr ionstruc 
lion al builJiiiKS is as 
eriunmis ns the ^liet ih^i 
ihert’ IS fi c>il1vtl 

Miidrasi {n the Tninds of our pixiple 
any buiMinu whah has » domi> on lop 
U Muslim. Tins conJiiiunioi; I'luNus 
‘Jnsiiiuits for thi- Kt'wniinii nt Hiv 
r»ry' (ll•crl'v iho Tu.i a Kaipui puUve. 
We are in thr samr tnodille as 
nineiCHintli ceiuuiy Bnnvhers whn de* 
uniicd IiidUins -hIio uiuid not ijtnure 
me Taj and Jecl.iu il ii ihc handiwurb 
of an Italhm jcAclho ^alU il <«ervninio 
of Vernnn. 

The rrasvn tor thr prevalent vonfu' 
sion is thai htsiNrs texts arc not np* 
daiod by [ndnin . Muslims and Hindus 
cnnlinue lo vviiiv whatevrr (heir u>b 
nured viskmi |H>iceivrs and (heir con 
diiiuned imiids lemsiei. i hc iihnsi of 
Tsimic ' arc h i lec m t r ticei K to f>e l.ii d. 

Ruildiiiits lo liM ui uro iiocdrd bv all 
human lieiiifis re;:.itdl* ss U caste <»r 
creed The Tropio t hvid so vjmplv us 
to merit the pluMsr 'Jir who prided 
himseJf on Ins poiortv ' h is difficult ig 
Mfceive how the K.ioj* Mnh.if of the 
Ked f'orr con i ailed on *lsUmK'* 
buiidm^ The palaio eomplrxes <il Dil* 
lee, A^ru <irid f’.it oh pin Sikii an* no 
difFcfont from those oi I'lUupui, Am* 
f>er and Doe^. MoJiaevaf courts had 
similiii functions to perlorm whether 
the ruler was Mnshni, Hindu or Sikh 
and the fhnan r/lm oK/i.is and the 
f)jwari J•k7^ls h.id iho sjmn.* conlit'ucj- 
(inn regaldtoss ot iJie creed of the 
ruler. This leaves places i»| woiship 
and iiH'm on.«I s. i im' I iid iiig 
misusoleums 


FiHehim Sikif 



By AKHILESH MITHAL 

’fhe movjue originates in the open 
courtyard odjaceni tv the Prophet's 
house The second otdesi mosciue in 
(he world is situated in Kerala. This 
musitue wav built by Malayalis whn 
entered Islam in ihe lifetime uf the 
Prophet. Called ihe Chcraman mos¬ 
que. it is located IS km north of 
Cochin. No minaret, done or arch 
Uistinguishes this mosque from the 
other buddini^t in the area. It has an 
aiiiKjue hronre lump which they light 
at prayer t>nes. With a gabled roof 
like any Kerala temple, this moviiue. 
built in h29 AD. faces east and proves 
beyond doubt that geography and cul¬ 
ture are the dominant influences in 
dete I mining archiivciure. 

Mem«>rials for the dead are frowned 
opon in orthodox IsUm. There arc 
kluvhm grave)'ardv in India where 
even the emtion nf a stone tablet is 
not permitted One school of junsiv 
hehevev that graves should be 
(doughed over after 40 years n( Iwrial. 
’fhe tomb architecture of India. Pakis. 
i.in. Iran and parts <*f what » now the 
rSbK can at best be called Muslim 
hcfcriciil. In any event, there Is no 
such thing as a Shitpashastrs lexi 
on lMtildi»g.v laying down rules and 
regulations on whai makes an Islamic 
nunsok'um The lUiers. in their vaing 
hny. have erc'cted memorials fni them 
M'lves and for meml>eisof then Umi 
lies and the beautv. grace* and j(*y ett 
M>ineHil ihesi' huildirvLs still delights 
ihe^onJiM.ikers The uite* Minplkiiy of 
the graves of Jahanara Begum iu the 
Nir.imuddin Dargah, Dillye. and 
unoihei d.iufdtter nl Shahjahan in the 
iWgjhul Khwaja Mihnuddm Chisti at 
AinuT are as moving as any memorial 
siicH'turr in the world 

Mr Salish f*n«ver* is a practising 
arc h lies t His ds'sign lus won the con 
tract fur ihe indiair swimming pool of 
the ASIAD. This raises h»pes that 

his book would help Ihe readvi under- 
siaiid how contemporary lifestyles, 
ambitions, aspirations ai^ emotions 
wen* translated into building during 
the medoHTal period in India by the 
iirchitests of the time. 

Aithiiecis k(Hkw the screogih and 
limiiatioijs of building maieroils such 
as Itfick .irui stone and binders like 
gravity and mortar. The arehiteci in 
the (leriod before* cement concrete hud 
to use his skill and mgi nuirv tv cieate 
structures to give fnrm to the aspira¬ 
tions and emmirms of his patron. He 
had to innovate, bach Raja.Sultart and 
Padishah desired to outshine not^puly 
his c vntenporariex but aUvbis prvdd 

Arrhif erf lire. fs/enfiV, fMSat' 
i«h C'rover. Pika.q Rs 22S. 


zvsMtn. 

The* palace, the court, (he mosque, 
(he mausoleum and ihe city in which 
all ihc'Mr stmeiures were located went 
through varmus stages of evolutinn 
ihrnugh the centuries. An orchitvet'* 
occuiirii should take advantage of hiK 
ivchnicdl insight io highlight each sift- 
ml lean i innovation. The present work 
has Z2} pages lU lent and costs Rs 22!^ 
whicli works out to more than a rupee 
a page. But. the author has nu new 
insights lu oifer and concemritvs 
more on hisiorv ihiin on ai chiteetuie. 
As his historv is not too giMul he makes 
rifistakc-s. iiidiilgc-s in nights of fanvv 
jnd use's osietiiatiiuis plunse^ and 
masses of i|iioMUotiii to cover up the 
lack <it «ut>si.ciivt* This luMik dot-s nig 
ffle-itt an ehliauMiiv n-vivw. 

HowecCl. Mr (Jiovc'c tcMchc's the his« 
iiiry of aiihiiiHriire .iiul Ins students 
have to know where he is in einn, 

Some of ihi erlol^ .ire. 

Page XI • MAlMinmod hi;i D*isiin 
mraiis Miihaoiiud'l the si>n of Vasiin' 
The* Muslim (ontfueior of Snid ctionoi 
hi* called 'p.isim .is th.ii is ihv tiiime ot 
his tut Iter rile lorufoesi ilid no I lake 
lace in tin- cortv Tih lecnurv. The 
rophvl ton ishoiii lu- iieavrlt arrived 
ai Mcxlioa on .if S(-|iic'ml>i'i Uii Af) 
amhhi'Misi Hifii dairol all is the first 
Mulia: I am*- III (.U'C:«nan leiknning 
K)(h Jill;. U.'J .Ml Ihr coiiqucst id 
Sind dill not 111 igniair in ictaliation to 
So id ill pir.icv Ioit Ih-vansc t>l I lie ex 
pHnsMolisi |icjli(v ot A 1 H«iiiii|. (iov* 
c-rnor ol Uat| oiidei I'.ihph jl M alul I 
f 70 rwl* ADi Miihamnuul Inn Q.isim 
alSuigifi lH-g.ni ills idsancc thinngli 
Makran and liaho hisi.in. He cori- 
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guered Sind in 7U and 712 AD and 
entendad hii influence risht up lu 
Multan in Punjab. Mr Grovur’s state* 
menu “However since his audacious 
spirit v\’a> restrained.. ** lacks suhst* 
ance. 

On pafie 1. the Quwwuiullslam mos 
que (lliM ADi is described as the 
earlioikt exiam mosque on Indian soil. 
This ignores the Chetacnati rausque in 
Kerala |629 AO). 

Pa^e M: Nasiruddin Khusraw‘s 
usurpation of the thrune is described 
as Hindu resurgence despite the evi* 
denev uf the coins struck hv him (they 
repeat ihe Ajlma—the Mushm pro* 
lestatiun of fauh> and ihe fact that the 
Hindu Khnkhar icibe foughi alongside 
t<ha/i Ualik Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq to 
end his brief interregnum. 

Page M: Mr (>r<>v«'r repeals the 
calutimy lh<ii Jauiia Shah. Fakhiuddin 
Muhtimmad bio TiighUq. was a parri 
I Ilk. Firos Shah oliiamed written par¬ 
don or quiitaace for each victim ot the 
CKccsses of hiv deceased lieru^foctor 
and cousin hv paving hl(Ki<i money to 
the MirvivorN and placed ilvt^sv docu* 
men Is in «i cheHi nest lo juuna's grave 
Ml I hat thev could Ih* priKlui ed on the 
Diiv of JitdKcmeut. The exhaustive list 
ot egcessc^s does not lurhide parricide. 

On ilk* some p>ig<* Mr drover states; 
"liveI V new ciiv of die su calltfd seven 
cities of l^lhi w>i< invariably built 
north «>l Ms predecessor..." Humavun s 
citv (Huh ietitur>) is south of Hires 
Shah's ciiy (14th iviuury). 

Oh page 4u limur is described as 
'ihe lerm’ious giHiidMin of Chingis 
Khan"! Timur was a Jagaiai Turk 
while Chingis was a Mongol. Their 
bUx>d lines iriei much liilvr in fklsir 

On page the builders of Jaiinpur 
m<^sMucs aregiveiuTedit for providing 
facilities to enable purihh ladies tu 
lake pan in rongregaiional prayers. 
Hiese ii>nsis| of j screemnl eJevoted 
pldlfortn on either side of ihe pulpit. 
Isveti tiiibiy (he question of lddie» 
taking part m Muslim congrcgaliunal 
prayers docs nor urise anywhere in 
India and lo wish ii on cast OP in the 
l!iih ceniuiy is pure iamaxy. 

Page 10(>; “As if to confirm—il furth¬ 
er con 11 rma lion was required-uf liie 
necropolis siaius of Delhi, Aklmr s«nl 
the Ikkfv of yer anorher nf his minis* 
lers, Aika Kbnii to he buiied in CV- 
liii—ii i.s now known as Khan Khanan's 
lomb.** Tile Khaii-i-KhanHn who occu* 
pics the lomb rt*lerre'J to above and 
ill list tut cd on page 1^7 was Alidur 
Hahim Khan son of Ban am Khan 
Khan i-Khanan. Abdul Rahim, the 
Rahimsiii of Hindi |H>elry, died in 
Jahangir's rfiiRri. Atka Khan is buried 
in a mausoleum adjacent ii» the Uar 
gah of NizamIIUdm Auliya. 

Fage HfU "Akbar's ecunomic poli¬ 
cies exercised through his astute Mar* 
wari finance minister Raja T«*dar 
Mai.*' Tod a I Mril was a tandon khatn 
fium Changa Manga near Lahore. 

Mr Grover surpasses himself on 

C ue 19J by ascribing the white mar* 
le minaretx on the gateway of 
Akbur's tomb ii Sikandera to Shah 
Jahan. These minareis figure in minia* 


1'htt sRGond oldest mosfiue in the world is situated in 
Kerald. This mosque was buill by Malay alls who entered 
Islam in the lifetime of (he Prouhot. Called the Cheraman 
mosque, it is located 15 km north of Cochin. 


ture painiingk of Jahangir's reign. A 
contampiirarY portrait of Jahangir io 
the CheMer ^atry CoKectinn. Dublin, 
shows him riding past Sikandara wiih 
the minarets clearly viable in the 
background. 11iis pmurv is repro 
duced in the Orks tif »he Mugbab and 
ihc title figures in the bibliography of 
Ihe present work. 

IIV lananagt* used hy Mi drover 
locks elvgAiMv and pievision. This 
wvakiivwi makes thr< narrative full of 
virms and difficult i» enjov. 

A few examples wdl suffne 

Rage II, 'To many Delhi i% xtill ihi 
Illy of the Quib and archaeulogiii s 
and historians are still breaking rbeu 
Urjds Tu disovvr the sources that 
inspiri'il ilk* iHiilding 

Kagr 2b "Being jirewcutned with 
h(*i iiuinilenr |>nlMH;a] and ronianrlc 
life she tKaiiva Sultan»had little time 
UHi fm building monuments ** Rckit 
K uriya! 

I*;ig<* 24; “Rven ihe frwgaf remauis 
nf Ills lAUuddin Khliji's) new vhy uf 
Sill bear tt'stimonv to his* dvnamk 
.ibdity.’' 

Page .Ui; 'Ofle may well take with a 
iri.issiir* jNmh ii4 '^1/ ihe claim of 
t nnien*|M>rary hisiotiiins that lie made 
1200 guldens around Delhi ..'' “Virus 
Shah, the TugliLiq 'prime of builders' 
sMccved«'<l Muhammad, the sn-ialli*d 
'prime nl monvy(*«s' who had hank- 
riipted ihv Delhi ireusurv hy his vx* 

Ikfnmenis,'* 


Page* 49: “The King and (hv mnbafis 
wer<* buss buililtnu up their sphere^ol 



CIVIC and religious inflneme (hough 
not necessuTilv in (he ccmspiraiurial 
siyle lhal Ihe Hindus had sanciiuned 
to the Kshatriva King and his Brahmin 
ally." 

He glows imsirivcly green with 
It*j lousy I m page h9.' U ndoubi ediy t he 
Kliilji King (Mundn] spent many an 
hmii in dajhance with iliv ladivs nf the 
evurt in iheM* h.iths." 

I*agv Un. ''Also probably mindful of 
the HIII d u * n r 11 ; n I e d I s 1 m m i c 
aiiiiiieciure of (Iniarai ihe /orcfgn 
IWinhIcJ Muslim rulers of the M»uth 
were riot vo kn-ii to pvrpetunre 
anorher ihijarar stvli* architecture' iii 
thvir (kmiifiiuns" 

l»ag«' 141 “On the enmrarv. fur 
III her iifiti IWiio hifHHivd VMS of ihe 
Arghnii (ouri ." 

iSge 14K. “AiMM from Ining a mil it 
arv gviiius. h.iinif had uKo ncen cri* 
diwred wiih a kcoii oiiixtic lampera* 
tnem. .i quality which was loriimaiely 
inheciU'd bv rhr* of hi% Je- 

w 4'm/a/rr.s' 

rage IVJ: '‘The luiicr r Adham KhuiH 
by his |>e(tineNs and croelrv provoked 
Akiiar iniu rcpi'iitcdlv ihiowinii; him 
over the Agra I'orr walls until he was 
dead ."The .isioi i w a s i fu* m u rder of 
Alka Khan who Juis lH*eu (ouluscd 
with Ahdiil ftohim hv Mr (hover, 

Kige Ihl '‘MiimaMiu had sjwiit a 
fair amoiitii ol ins tom* in sighrsc'emp 
uxpeihiiohs 

Mr Gnnei uses l■lrn1MslK siib.liiles 
saich as^'Mihlaoi* palaies and mos« 
qui-s" Me misses oui the nioai m ihe 

S uwwal ul-lslain iiioMtut* Hi,* fulks «if 
le Jaiiiaar Kh.i.iiia.i Mosque having 
4 Mit* tomimsili’ u*it.ingid.ir lull under 
ihitt* domes Al siie iliere ate ihree 
S4'pjiai«' nMMiis lhei«*. w'llh just one 
simdl counce nog door at rhs* (*h stern 
eiul ol the solid walls some schol.irs 
Ik'lieve I hut itiiliallv oiiif <>nv dome 
and ih..mlM*i w.is biuh hv Khixi Khan 
to s(*rM* as o iiMiisoh'iitn li>r llu* siuul 
NbaimiUdni iii his hfeniiie. When he 
relitscti to Ik' bulled under ii rmd. a 
ehatnhiT was addesi oij eirh<*i vide to 
make llie Iniilding iol<><i ninsrpa*. The 
walls of iUl* (I'lm.il Lhaml>t*r rould not 
he* removed as no Muslim will dare 
renutve a single bri(*k ft run a mosque 
Ml Grosei's I ontei inic Mi.ii lliehiold 
mgs cr<*iiiv'<J hs* Mnli>irnrij«»d [>oi (^asim 
m (he hrh cciiturv in Sind we>e des 
(roved hv ihe vulivnjueni GhariiHVi 
and (ihori luv.idcis iseitoiicous Mos- 
qiu*s survive' Miislirn itiv.isions. (o wit 
I he Slump inc»s<pii s in J ami pm. 

It IS a piiv I hill this IS nnl a gvMKl 
htHik Ml iUvwi sliooM Visit the huilii 
mgs hv* w riles ai>out, study (he hooka 
he lists III Ins (Mhliogiaphy and gut u 
giNid teavliiT ol liisUMv tor liimM lf.fi 
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Time and the efforts of living 
take their toil. Not before 
tong; ail this hard and fast 
routine will have to give place 
to respite and relaxation: a 
quiet, fulfilled life secure and 
independent through the hard- 
work of its youth. 

Dreams are only necessities 
that seem tOo far from your 
reach. The gap is real and 
intimidating but never too big 
to bridge. 

Bank of Baroda can bridge 
the gap between you and your 
dreams with a suitable 
scheme. Schemes that help 
your youth save for your old 
age. With over 1600 branch^, 
you're never too far from Bank 
of Baroda. And with Bank of 
Baroda, you're never too far 
from your dreams. 


Bank of Baroda 

(A Govt, ol Indio Undtniking) 











One fine morning, 
you open your eyes 
and find a rupee-size bald patch 
on your head, crow’s-feet beside 

your eyes, jaw muscles slack, 
and your breathing faster 

^ing the same two 
D your home. 
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India could have 
been 30 for three 

Ian Botham reports on the Madras Test 


T here appears to have been a 
lot oi iriiivism of Keith 
Fletcher's decision to put In- 
dia in after wmnini the tuu. 
In fact, ffiy frienus in the 
English media were particularly upset 
by the move. Frankly, I am ai a loss in 
underitandinp rhis in«>od. It seems to 
Me that thisoutbuist is simply because 
the gamble failed and India piled up 
4Sl tor four. But what if we had held 
our catches on the first morning, and 
India had been reduced to iO for 
three’ 1 am quite sure that the re- 

r ase then would have been vastly 
erent. 

let's run through the scenario all 
over again. Still une down in the 
series, we at Uk came across a wicket 
at Chepauk which was sporting and 
suitable for good cricket It looked a 
reasonably bouncy wicket^whKh in 
deed it turned out to be—and Kanpur 
having the disrepute of a dead track, 
ibis was obviously our best chance id 
squaring the series. And so we decided 
to pack the side with four fast bowlers 
■nQ aitenpt lo bowl India out for a Sow 
score in the first innings. India, as 
everyone will recall, hod just two 
seainers in their side, and there was nu 
way they were gtiing to field first, if 
they won the toss. Thus, either way, 
whether Keith called correctly nr nni, 
India would take first strike, and wo 
felt we had an even chance of putting 
India in trouble on the first aay. 

Ai^hnw. we did win the (uss. and 
went ahead with our ore planned 
strategy. I don’t think I bowled very 
well on that first day—1 had been 
down with high temperatures and af¬ 
ter the antibiotics was only 8^ per 
cent fit—but Bob Willis operated mag 
nificently and forced the Indian open¬ 
ers totally onto the defensive. Then. 
Graham Dilley. taking over from me. 
removed Pranah R(»y caught behind. 
Roy had bung around gamely, and 
looked a player with Fine technique. 
Bui he failed in a bid to withdraw his 
bat from the line nf the ball—his 
gloves made contact with the ball— 
and Bob Taylor, as usual, did not make 
lh« miarake. 

Our golden opportunity for a break 
throu^ came thereafter. Paul Allort 
replaced Bob at the far end. and off his 
first ball Chris Tavare at first slip 
dropped a catch from Gavaskar. Sunil 
was (hen on eight, and it was by m> 
means a dtffkult chance. In Paul's 
third over, Veogsarkar ed^d to third 

a i but Graham Gooch, diving to his 
and getting both bands to tne ball 
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put it on tba floor. This eacye casM 
when the batseian was on eight, askip 
he went on to score 71 before ratir^. 
hurt. The point isr Had we held tbev 
two catches, and the wicket be^ 
quite pacey throughout that hrst day; 
India would have struggled to get t?^ 
And that would hive given us a^diav 
rinct advantage in (he match. As it 
turned out. the pitch eased out ioto-g 
beauty on the second and third day; 
and Vishy and Yashpal played supqr* 
bly, especially the former, to nut Wt 
steer India lo safety, but to a rather 
commending position. The dropped 
catchea, in effect, drove home the 
message as to bow important h js i,d 
cling on tn your catches in thisume'dd 
cricket. The adage was pamcularhr 
relevant Jii this match since, given the 
conditions, the opening would kno^k 
on the door but once. And by not 
grabbing the offer, we lost the oAe /e4l 
chance of drawing level in this -serieii. 
Since the Bombay test, ihe Bangalore 
and Delhi wickets turned uut to be 
much too flat fer a puxitivu ouicotne; 
and the C^alcutta trai k a bit loo slow 
for good cricket or a definite result. 

In retrospect, iherefure. the Madras 
test will be remembered essentially 
for iMimv leaning performances. FirHC 
«if ali. there was that grand 222 by 
Vishy—ihv highest score by an Indian 
against I'ngland and rhr»roughly well 
deserved. A< I have said befure, Vishy 
is a very difficult man to bowl lo when 
in good nick. He possewes a huge 
variety id shots, ami is always capable 
of iMMUcing A ctrokv vou least vapect 
him to play. Tlic more 1 think of it, it 
huffles me how people could have 
thmighi of dropping him from the side. 
F.very man. at wme «iage or other iq 
his career, goes thruugh a bad paich— 
look at Viv Kichardx now—but if one 
has clas5 ii's got to reappear stKincr 
than iaier. In this particular innings, 
Vishy was untruumed from the very 
first ball he received And much in the 
vein of his hundred ai Delhi, he set 
about inflicttiig deep wounds in our 
attack. It was a knock virtually wltb- 
out hlemidi. Indeed, the chance hq 
gave—at Ml—was the moat difficult 
among the dropped caiches. The bail 
went ^arp and low between the wick* 
et keeper and first slip, and Chris 
having to dive to his left got just one 
hand to it before it fell un the turf. 
Naturally, we didn't relish (he cutting 
and driving by (his liide man, hut the 
crowd must have lov^ it. And* if 
probably inspired Yashpal ici serve up 
(he innings he did 

Yashpal started .shakily, but went on 
ii» display plenty of authority in thti 
setond halt of h» innings. He could 
have been caughi when rm il. but the 
let-nff made him mure vigilant and lexs 
vulnerable. We b^id felt uu liter un^ 
from the end of the ISTV serlgs rg 
fact—(hat he is not very comf(*rtuble 
against the rising hall he cannot avoid 
playing, yet in tnis knock be tackled 
these deliveries with increasing cotifi*. 
dence. and must, be congratulated for 
the performance. He, altec all. wit» 


making a comeback to Te«i cncket, 
and to celebrate the recall with 9 
hundred is no mean feat. I mu^t con* 
less 1 tried to dmr;ict hi» attention by 
tuuntmg him to play the hook, among 
other things. The pres^ ftiys. it 
made a big isaue out of tniv But I fuel 1 
was justified in doing this as I sue* 
ceeded In breukmg his concoiitratioa. 
and he sot>ii edged a ball periJously 
close lu the slips, llie media also took 
use eg I km to the shivt-pitched dvUver* 
ies. I'omu unf The houncer is a legit i; 
mate weapon in ii last howler 
armanrs'. the wicket was conducive to 
I he odd 'flier*, and had wu not howled 
I he way we did. India would have had 
another runs on the Ixmrd hy the, 
end of the second day. In anv case, we 
could not dviiv Vishy and Yashpal the 
credit of a ieci»rd third wicket part* 
nersln|i and the disiinction uf lattiog 
through H duv—the sixond dav^whicn 
IS oniv I he seventh such inslunce in 
JVst click el history 

B UI I sju .It the end ol that second 
diiv thui a draw was jgjin unuMiid 
able (If course, we had lo pans 
thmugh ii li'siing pt'iiod aitainst the 
Spinners lietore w’v made sure id that, 
hut orKc (iooihv l>l«ued lo that hun* 
dred. I here was not itnnh doubt ihar 
we well' going io acconipbsh this (ask. 
(kuHhv nnd lieen ilirvaivoing to pUv 
the kind ol iimnigs he cortnveu at 
Madras for c|uiie some time I have 
always maimaoivd thai he is easily 
one ot the most tkCitinit opening ha(»« 
loen in the world He is an eacrlleni 
driver ot the (mII. .lod piW'ks a lui of 
power hchmd his shots. Moreover, be 
likes the ball to come on to the betl 
and that's exact Iv whal he discnvcred 
a I i*hep*auk. And with ihe ball neither 
swirigtng nor sea/niuu apptetiahW. jt 
inadi' things easier tor him 

(a.iham m top form is well nigh 
unsioppjhle Ask the West Indians— 
he look thivv centuries off (hem, two 
ol them in the Cariblwans. (think he 
was particuiarlv ^ vvre against Kapil, 
M'hicli highlighted tw’o points: one. 
thai the Indian did not Inml as well as 
w'v dill in (he same londilmns; and 
two, there is not maih you can do 
when fjoochy Is m such gieai nick. 
Indeed. I am not surioised ihat Gra* 
ham's innings proved to be the fastest 
hundred uf the series. 

But once he lefi. and with Keith and 
Chris dopartmg nor long afterwards, 
the pressure was on David Gower and 
myself to avoid the folkmon and avert 
danger. This was the fourth efterntraii, 
and the ball was turning quite vicioua- 
!v. especially when pitched on ihg 
'rough*. And le turned out i» be a hit of 
a cat and mouse game between u$ and 
the spinnm. 

Some deliveries ftom Doshi were, 
starting front otitside the leg stump 
and finishing on off. And in suck 
circumstance*, 1 ilecided to use the 

e da aftainsi anything landing outside 
I Aump, and this nullified the 
•dvintife DUip was trying to reap, la 
fact, titer I had consistently “kkked" 



Athtf .1 mwMrr alter ik‘tnt‘t\ 


Va^hpMl hooks # short one 


the lid 11 out of harm's way lor about 
five or six oveK. 1 expected Ihlip lu 
appreriaie liir lutihly of it oil and 
change fhc line of attack tu tlu' off* 
stump But he peiseNeied with ihe 
same pi ON ii> no avoil Some were 
asiomsheJ ai nn douinnric uppiuach. 
Well, t wauled to piovc lo thnse who 
(a)k .ilxiiii mi iiri^spoMMlile outUmk 
thai I coiiM plav ,i wholK iletensive 
imiitigs. il rhe sihMiinn ilein.uulod 
uiit'—and ihis was .i tuiicturv w’het] 
Iwiih the NVicket and tin* team pusiiion 
m.ide oinh an .iililiide desirable. 
siipjHise liibp hanked on wearihg 
dim II out pniience, hot Kavne.ili>eil It 
was unlikclv to lie.it fiuit. and thus, 
riueric’d to (K’uuuig away on the nf^* 
siMinp. 

Of 1 ouise, It ail concluded somewhM 
disapiioinliilglv when three diHisions 
appieaiinl logo ugainst uv Not rhut it 
would hove made «imv dilierence to the 
ouKorne ol the match, but it was g 
bide h.iish on stuneoiie like Miko 
Galling, u’ho is looking loi a hig wore 
in lesis D.ivid. olU'i having pl.ived 
uiagiidki'iiilv. IN,IS .Kfmdgeil leg he* 
(me. aiuf il looked as (hough ihe hafi 
(HighI have nilssiul till leg slump. Mikd 
was most unbappv. and did not ihtr^ 
he inocltt'd the b.ill when given out 
caught at slip And 1 don'i think 4 
made cum act vuliei. Uui 1 would not 
like i(> liiirp on tins. Who is gone is 
gom*. lonioiiow is oiitiihei dav 

Ihe IiimI dav tin tied oiu lo he u. 
mvie formaliiy. Our innings lolded up 
a I .UK And aMvi thai Keith i\sed •» 
maitv as len iHmleis, imhuhng Bob 
TaOoi—M’ho li.id giieii ivuv to Gudchy 
behind the stumps "Us India 
thi'oucfi the rnutirie exercise uf (hei^. 
stHimil I linings. As fiM mvself. I ea* 
ioyed (he a fl vim hoi thoioughly acling 
as cimducioi 111 ih« lachestru of eym* 
ImIs .md drums in the west si and. 

HoweNei, during I he time w’licn Ehib 
was still howiiiig liar unit, ami liaJ 
OismisM»d Sunil. 1 he iiewcotncjs Koy 
andMallitUia sh.i|H*d ipiiie well In (he 
VIme sonicM. the wav ihits 'faiaie 
diop|H*d .uiehor to ideally support 
('riicHh*s i«fi<»iis. t oiiUI make lum a 
lulme r.iigl.uM oi>eiiel lit atu case, 
iheiu IS iini inu(h dilleieoiv between 
nuinlw'i (Wit .Old iMiinlu*i iIihh*. Quite 
olleii one is lalled o|Hm to handle Ih? 
new* b.'I Ml tile Kdtei slot 

Talking about icam veleciHUi 
though. I IIVI the Indians have lH*eii 
slightly uidau to Sliivlal Vadav, Shiv 
wav iwelMh man loi the fiisi three 
Tests, .iitd likim was tried out in Calcut¬ 
ta. wluui hs had no m.iich Ptav tivc 
behind him for weeks. .Actually. India 
could have done iviih aitoihei Iwiwler 
ai Madras—I deadly .in olf spmiiei. (jl 
fiHl. not taking Nadav to bngl.uid.' 
where the wickets should suit him and 
Ravi muiv tluin anyothei sluw btaelei. 
wdl be* a big misukc*. 

KinaMv. on ihe lasi day, I wa> happy 
Willi mv effort* on the field I w'a* 
involvini in all threi* distnissaK and 
this perhap* prompted the judges to 
numinate me an the fieldui of tha 
match 0 
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The wonders of 
Tibetan medicine 


Can cancer be cured? Can barren women produce 
children? Yes, thanks to the powers of Tibetan medkane. 
KALPANA SAHNI yrent to Dharamsata to find out about the 
Tibetan doctors and their wonder medicines. 



•y child | 0 f polio 
when he we$ four 
months old Uehes 
been taking Dr 
iDulma*! nedicjnea 
for the past two months. Earlier he 
could only crawl, dragiitt^ one foot 
behind him. Now he can stand up for a 
minute or two and can alM take a few 
steps with the supporr of the bed. Dr 
Dolma sa^s he will be completely 
cured in six months.** says Baijit Kaur 
from Kairon, Punjab, as she proudly 
holds up her one and a belf years old 
son. 

"For Id years 1 suffered from ecae* 
na. Nothing could cure it. J went to so 
many donors and took so many kinds 
of medicines that it finally affected my 
digestion Some friends then sug* 

t ested that I come to Dheramaala eiM 
ft Dr Dolma examine me. 1 did that 
and new I am totally cured. Now I 
bring my relatives to Dr Dolme. I first 
brought my daughter who could not 
conceive for four years. Now she has e 
lovely little b^,” says Mrs KauihaJya 
Ci^e from Jullunder. 

Dr Loseni Dolma (47), is no magi* 
clan, nor, that matter, is she a 
miracle worker. Sbe is a doctor of 
Tibetan m^icines aod operates from 
I smell clinic in Dbaramsale, 
Himechel Pradesh. A large number of 


petienis*-Tibetaiia. Indians and fore- 
ignere^flock to her clinic daily and it 
IS proof enough that Dr Dolma's Tibe* 
tan medicine works when all other 
medicines fail. A few yards away from 
Dr Dolma's clinic is Dr Yeshi Dbon* 
den's, clinic. Dr Dhonden is one of 
Dalai Irma's personal physicians who 
has set up his own pwtice in Dberaffl' 
sale. The scene at bis clinic is actually 
amaiing. He cakes a young man's pulse 
and announces. ''Vou injured your 
back seriously some years ago and ncm 
you occaaiooilly suffer from severe 

G ins in your arms and legs.” The 
wildered patient replies^ "vea, the 
school stage where we were rehearsing 
collapsed and I feU on my back. Since 
last year 1 have been suffering from 
severe pein in my limbs." To another 
patient he says. "You have bad two 
attacks of jaundice lately and your 
liver is srili sluggish." And le a third 
he says. "You did not rest enough after 
a Caesarian operation and you are now 
suffering from backaches." The reac¬ 
tion of each pauent is une of amate- 
ment for none of them had uttered a 
word and in each case the doctor had 
diagaused iheir ailments accuraialy. 

Dr Losang Dolma's past is as in- 
teretung as her Tibetui medicines. 
One of the two daughters of Dr Wang- 
du, an eminent i^ysician, Dr Dolma 


A diigram of tht palms shows the exact looMtkm on each frngerfrom where readings 
can be done con'esponding xo xhe virei orfauao/ihe body 
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tied in mndidne ajid User be- 
the director of (be White Heuac 
hoepiul in Tibet's Kyerong district. 
Feenxm that the Chinese might pack 
ber off to Baijing. she fled from Tibet 
and landed up in Nepal. After working 
there for two years she arrived in 
India, where initially very few 
accepted her as a doctor. Not only was 
she forced to work as a road building 
coolie CO earn a living, but her 
aciempts to cure people with Tibetan 
medicine were met with contempt 
sometimes. It was only when she 
started curing people, that recognition 
came to her-^ery slowly. Finally, in 
197B, Dr Dolma set up her own private 
clinic in Dharamiali where she now 
has a flounshing practice.. 

No. patient returns from Dr Dolcna'i 
clinic disappointed. Dr Dolma's file on 
her patients and their letters to her 
disclosed how Tibetan medicine had 
cured the apparently incurable dis¬ 
eases 

Diabetes is one such disease and 
there were a number of letters from 
her patients who said that they were 
either completely cured of it or had 
felt a reaped improvement. A. ft. 
Virdi from Delhi had writien ro lay 
that he had been cured of arthritis 
while ft. N. Chauhan from Simla who 
was suffering from sciatica said that 
there had been avisible impruvemeni. 
There were letters from Pnlend, New 
Zeeland and Australis too. praising 
the effectiveness of the birth control 
pills with requests for more. 

1 ^ most interesting cases, however, 
were those of cancer. There are many 
people who had been given up as losi 
cases by the AU India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AllMS) in Delhi and 
the Post Graduate Institute (PGl) et 
Chaadieerh .who have benefited after 
taking Tibetan medicines. Jawaharlai 
Seth from Jullunder is one such per¬ 
son. When he arrived at Dr Dolma's 
clink for treatment he, was in the third 
stage of throat cancer and could nut 
take his food. On 20 February, Dr 
Dolma examined him and said that he 
was completely cured. The tube which 
was attached to the patient's stomach 
for feeding him had been removed and 
now he can take bis food normally. 

This is not an isolated case. There is 
another case of a person from Bombay 
(he prefers to remain anonymous) who 
was suffering from lymph cancer. He 
was cosmletely cured atter being tre¬ 
ated by Tibetan medicines. Initielly he 
was being treated at the Tata Memo¬ 
rial Nortel but after he had started 
taking Tibeun medicine, chemother¬ 
apy was stomwd. 

Not curpruingly, Dr Dolma and Dr 
Dhonden go atroed regularly to lec¬ 
ture on their medicihes. Experts in 
other countries are fascinated^ what 
tbn have beard from these iwo un* 
orthodox medscil practitioners and 
scientists ire doing research on the 
subject. Meanwhile, stories about the 
miiacolouj cures of the rwo doctors 
ebeuoid, although mosily ihrougb vxord 
of moudt. The high success rate of the 
modicwei is now leund and people 
who have given up ul hope of being 
cured after nditwoal methoda have 
failed, are new beginning to rum up in 
numbers at the little 

in 


^Tibetan medicine can treat cancer’ 


Dr Losang Dolma tells Kalpana Sahni 


Wh$t ts the differtJKt 
V tw«en HteMn mtdiciot aijd 

aJiopathie ipediciFtt? 

A: Westera medicine i$ bA|«d 
primarily on chemJcais, wberras 
oun is based on herba. animal and 
mineral ingrediaau. AUopaehy 
often treats the evarr symptoms, 
although the disease mi^i have 
been m evisience for a long time. In 
(hat respect Tib^an medicine is 
more of a preventive one. The other 
difference is chat'we do not ordi* 
narily use any instruments, but rely 
on our senses when dlegnosing the 
illness. This is done through pulse 
end urine therapy. In our system 
the treatment is divided into four 
categories: food, behaviour, mcds- 
cinas and accessary therapy. A cor* 
rect diet is essential, when one is 
well, as a precaution against dis¬ 
ease and also when one is Ul. for 
then the food will counteract the 
disease. It is very difficult to cure e 
patient by medicine elone if He ia 
not willing to cooperate by coniroll 
mg his diet. 

ny behaviour w« mean that the 
patient has to be aware of his 
environment, the seesonal be> 
havioural patterns and their pecu- 
haritiei, behevicural patterns re¬ 
levant to a specific disease. 

Several thousand natural subst¬ 
ances are used in Tibeten medicine 
such as herbs, flowers, roots, the 
bark of trees, metals, animal subst¬ 
ances and orecious stones. Some¬ 
times one pill may contain as many 
as 12 different ingredients. Acces¬ 
sary therapy involves acupuncture, 
cauterisation, massage, mineral 
baths and blood-letting. 

Q: The thins that beffles most 
people is how, without a s/ng/e 
question, you comotiy diagnose 
(fiepatient's ifinese with the help of 
the pulse. Could you elaborate on 
the pulse and urwt diegnoeis.^ 

A. Western medicine teaches one 
only to listen to the heenbeat when 
checking the pulse. But in actual 
fact the pulse registers all the sig¬ 
nals from the vital organs of the 
body. The best time for taking the 

S itient*! pulse is in tbe morning. 

ft use three fiegera of each band 
for readlfig the pulae. Bach nager 
takes two readinge-4rom the laft 
and from the right side. Thus, in all 
twelve readings are done vddeb 
correspond to the twelve vital 
organs of the body. The pressure of 
each finger vanes. 

The pulse is further sub-divided 
into the malt, female and neuter. 
The male pulse is thick and strong, 
the female pulse is thin, quick and 
strong, the neuter pulSeis calm and 
beats slowly. It is vary inponaat to 
lifld out what is fits oacural pqlsa ei 
tha patleai. if tiu* li not ascar- 
aecurataly by the docm a 
wrmg diayweto can faa made This 


subdivision is useful for mamages 
also. In India parents look all over 
for a match for their child but after 
the merri^ eleven daughters are 
bom! Their hopes of a maJe heir are 
dashed to the ground! The reason 
for the binh of 11 daughters is that 
both the wife and the husband have 
a female pulse. In order to have 
children of both saves it is essential 
for tha partners to have a female 
and a ^le pulse. Other factors 
taken into consideration when 
checking the pulse are the patient's 
diet and the seasonal changes that 
affect the pulse. 

If. after the pulse eoalysis, the 
doctor IS still in doubt, he examines 
the patient's urine. It is a simple 
procoM. We have only to look at it 
and by exemining its colour, 
temperature, smell, the sediment, 
albumin and the site of bubbleS|We 
can ascertain the stale of the vital 
organs and vessels. It is*much 
eaiier to master the technique of 
uyine analysis than that of the 
pulse, but unne diagnosis on its 
own u not as accurate. It takes 
veers end years of leemlng and 
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experience to become competent in 
pulse diagnosis. 

Q* Which are the eifmenis rfiar 
nbetjff mediane cao cure, which 
aJIopethk mediane cannot? 

' A: Pirn and [orecnost is diabetes. 
Within six ouraths. the patient is 
free of this illness. Epilepsy too is 
curable if the ireaunent is begun 
within the first twelve years of its 
manifestion. As for the very old 
cases we can reduce the number of 
seisuTM by 7$ per cent. Both medi- 
cine and acupuncture is used for 
the treatment of epilepsy. 

Tibetan medicine has a complete 
cure for arthritis, rheumatism, 
nephritis, leprosy and heart dis¬ 
eases. Heart diseases are on the 
increase in the West. We feel that 
the open-heart surgery method has 
a very bad impact on the nervous 
traem. In our medicine most forms 
of heart ailments are easily cured if 
treanneat is begun at an early 


T Whet about cancer.’ 

Yes, this 'll one area in which 
Tibetan mediciDe can make a big 
contribution. I have completely 


cured cancer patients suffering 
from cancer of the uterus, hone 
cancer, bluod cancer and breast 
cancer. Many of (he patients who 
came to me nad been given up bv 
(he PGl, Chandigarh and the AJ1M& 
in Delhi. On an average 1 deal 
ebuui a hundred cancer patients 
annually. Right now in DharamsaU 
there is a patient suffering fiom 
bone and liver cancer. Doctors had 

S ven him up as a hupeless case. 

le patient was bed ridden when 
he came to me six months ago. now 
he can freely walk and there is a 
7$ per cent improvement. I am also 
treating many cancer patients in 
Amritsar, 

We normally divide the cancer¬ 
ous growth into three stages, the 
last one being the most severe and 
which somenmes cannot be totally 
cured. I personally find breast 
cancer to be the eaueat to cure and 
cancer of the throat the most diffi¬ 
cult. Our task ii made more diffi¬ 
cult when treating cancer patients 
who have undergone allopathic 
treatment. We believe that surgery 
hampers the circulation of the 
medicine to the affected parib. But 
the effetta of radiology ere even 
more barmful. It takes us a lot of 
time to eliminate its adverse 
effects. 

Q: Do you fteve any medicine foi 
birth con&eJ? 

A: Yes, we have a course of seven 
pills which have to be taken con¬ 
tinuously over a period of one 
week. If the woman strictly abides 
by the instruct ion i. these seven 
pills are effective for a year and 
there are no chances of her conceiv- 

a a child in that period. These 
$. like others, are made from 
herbs, so there are no adverse 
effects Similarly, we also have pilh 
for conception. 

O' You get $ whole renge of 
patrents—Tibetans, Indians and 
foreigners. What are the most cuiti- 
mon eilmenm they suffer from? 

A: Most Europeans come with 
hepatn.s. Tibetans have a lot ot 
stomach complaints. Among the In¬ 
dians, particularly the PunjaMs, 
the most common ailment is obes¬ 
ity. Obesity it caused primarily be¬ 
cause of i wrong diet and an exces¬ 
sive consumption of sweets. Sugar, 
if taken in large amounts is poiso¬ 
nous for the system and can be the 
cause of numerous diseases includ¬ 
ing brain damage and impairment 
of eyesight There is enough netu- 
rel sugar in our fruits and veget¬ 
ables. Mill sugar is not necessary. 

Q: What is the secret of good 
health? 

A: The mind eod body are dmn- 
dent on etch other. One hes to neve 
• calm and serene mind. An emo¬ 
tionally agitated state gives rise to 
diseases. 
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The youngest-ever 
minister 

Mr Arif Mohammad Khan joins I & B ministry 


Delhi: On (he ('veiunK o( 12 

I nnurfry. alter the news of (he Btimitay 
li^h Court juilijement on Mi Abder 
Rehthen An(uley hod s|>read over (he 
lenitih and hreodth o< (he (‘oim(ry. 
rrine politicians rei’cived telephone 
culU from the I’rimc Mmisier's office. 
Th«v were tulU in 1^ in (he capital on 
the murninitol the lich. Nu reason for 
the nummons was piven. So. none of 
the nine, who were to becutne minis* 
lecN wiihin (he ne«( 72 hours, were 
oui(e sure as to why the PM desired 
Iheir pretence in New Delhi. Some of 
ihem wondered if It had anything to do 
with (he aftermath uf Mi Anculay's 
ret igna lion 

Mr Arif Mohammed Khan« who 
turned 3U un IK November 1981. was 
among (he nine. He was at Kanpur, his 
Lnk Sohhii constituency, when the 


call came and he reached Delhi by an 
overnight (ram On (he morning of IS 
January. Mr Khan became rhe 
youngesi'ever member of the union 
council uf ministers No one has be* 
come a minister at (he age of JO 
hefnrr—(hr age difference between 
the new deputy minixtet for informa* 
(ion and brnadcasimg and the rest of 
(he ministers today is at least ten 
years. 

The names of many voung probables 
bad been menlionetf in cunneclion 
with (he reshuffle, a possthility which 
has been the source of gossip since 
November The names of former youth 
CongresstI) president Mr Ram Chan*' 
dra Rath and the preseni incumbent. 
Mr Ghulam Nabi Asad, were consi* 
dered to be the most probable from 
the gruiip of young MPs. Mr Khan's 


name, somenow or toe orner. was nev* 
«r neoiioned in any converurion. de* 
gpite (be fact that he had been a joint 
•ecretary of the AiCC(l) for the past 
(hree years. 

The youngest*ever central minister 
lias behind him a good academic re* 
Card and an interesting political 
career. He got a fir^t class first in the 
BA (Hunsi sociology examination of 
Aligarh Mu&lim University (AMU) in 
1972. He did his gradnatlon in law 
from Lucknow university, also with a 
first division. He was active in uni¬ 
versity politics and was (he gerieral 
secretary uf the AMU students* unton 
for iwn years before becoming its 
president in 1972-7J. His academic 
association with the AMU. however, 
came to an end during hia tenure as 
the president of the union. He led an 
agiiation against ihe AMU Amend¬ 
ment Bill, which was passed by Pariia* 
ment during the do\ s when Prof. Nurul 
Hasan was (he educaiinn minister. As 
a result, he wa^i expelled from rhe 
ufliverbiiy and had to xhifi to Lucknow 
to complete his law studies. 

While in the. iinivcrsiiy, Mr Klixn 
was not axsiKiariHl with any puliiiral 
party, though he wus cluW to ihe 
erir whi le S wu ra ntra Pari y (w h ich I iU er 

K rged with ihe Bhiiruliyu Lak Dal), 
ring (he Kmergenev, Mr Khan wns ii 

C ilitical deteiuiv and was among the 
»t |g be I cleaned irom j;iil In the 
June 1977 elect ionv he was eleciud to 
(he Uttar Pradesh ViJhan Sabhu on <i 
janao Party iicket Irom his home 
constiruency. Soma, in Biitandsliahar 
district He was only 2S then And he 
•bKame the ymmgrsi.evor minisiai in 
Uttar Pradesh when chief miriisier 
Ram Naresh Yadav made him ihe 
deputy mmixter fur ukcih', pniiiihiiion 
and waqts But his first slim as a 
minister wa<< shortlived. 

Shm Sunni riots are an annual foa* 
tun m Lucknow. Communal organisa. 
rions, including ihe RSS, Thrive hy 
fanning the fire of haiied between 
rteae twu secduns of Muslims. In 1977. 
Hots broke out un ^8 September. Ai 
8.30 am Mr Khan heard about the 
rioting. He went around the affected 
areas and reachvd his office ai 10 ,.S 0 
am. Within five minutes he resigned in 

t ruiesi against ihc government's 
andling of the situntion. Later, he 
taplained. in the A''sembJy chat for the 
fwtnighi preceding (he riots, he haJ 
been informing the chief minister ab* 
ouLthc tense situation and the role uf 
number (no man in the cabinet in 
fanning the tension. Since no action 
was taken un his reports, he resigned. 
He named the then industry minister 
of -UP. Mr Ram Prakesh (from the 
erstwhile Jana Sanghi, as the culprit. 
According to Mr Khan. Mr Ram Pra- 
hash had been meeting extremists of 
both communities and insci^cing 
Aem. This action by a yuung minister 
dmbarrassed Mi Ram Naresh Yadav 
and Mr Khan slowly began drifting 
away from the Janata Party. 

He crossed over to the Congress(t) 
in May 1978 •( a time when no one 
could bave inagined (hat the Congres* 
a(Il would return to power very soon. 



Ttiis switch helped him to coo^e close 
;io Mn. Gandhi in the day;^ when she 
'was otft of power Within four months 
«f Us joinini the party, Mr Khan wa^ 
'«pw)}nied a juint secretary of the 
iUCCff). When the tkkcu fur the 19B0 
Sabha polls were distributed, Mi 
n was nominated for the Kanpur 
seat which had Iasi been won by the 
undivided Congress in 19S2. 

**tn 19110 Mr Khan bnnsKhi Kanpur 
fd ihe Congress fold Thuiudi Mr 
Kiian helungs lo ihe Bulandsnahar 


disirtci. he is no si ranger to Kanpur 
His wife is from that city. The juniur 
ministership of the informaikm and 
hruadvasting ministry has in the past 
been given by Mrs (*anilhi to people 
whom she has laier promoted. Mrs 
Nandini Satpathv and Mr Inder Kumar 
(•iijaral made their ministerial debuts 
as I & fi ministers Perhaps at 30. Mr 
Arif Muhammad Khan hasa lul lu lia>k 
l<»rward lo 

Shubhabraia Bhaiiarharya 


CRICKET 

End of a 
Boycott 

Calcuiu: The summer of 1964 was 
when ihe Australians under 8obi» 
Simpson were the visitors in Englaad. 

It was also the i ime when Geoff ^11 ar, 
Peter Richardson and other candi* 
dales 10 open the England innings 
were approaching the end of the roi^ 
and young replacements had to be 
found. And the selectors* quest did not, 
go unfulfilled as there emerged from 
the Yorkshire moors a bespeciacledi 
prematurely balding exponent—mati* 
culous in his technique and with quite 
a marveHouK temperament. Eighteen 
years later. Geoffrey Euycon. 41. weah 
ing contact lenses instead ^ glanes, 
hik hair not much thinner thanks to a 
"transploni/' is the highest rumgetter 
in Test cricket. But lui lempeituoua 
nature has probably got the Ktier of 
him once too often, sm he may hence* 
forward bc> )iisi a blur In ihe back* 
ground, having mode his lest bow la 
Test cricket at ihe Eden Cardens. 

BoycoTi spent the lest two days of 
the fourth Tcut'-when England wera 
in ihe field-Mistensibly unwell and 
ilbfed. but aciurding to his team mates 
Kunianning and playing golf. On hu' 
return to London, he told a televiiiorf 
interviewer that the doctor had* 
advi sed h im to t ake in as much of fresh 
nr as Mssible in view of the assort* 
ment of ailments reportedly afflicttng^ 
him at that stage, and so he took off for 
the sprawling compounds of the Telly* 
gunge Club tn imbibe the *‘rver'* 
atmosphere, and look at the birds 
(genuine birds, noi the human vartdiy) 
a hithcrro unknown naturalist streak 
now made public! 

It IS, of course, quite understandable 
that Englishmen, auunomed to thek 
own rather unexciting diet, find it 
difficult to digest [ndian cuisine. And 
It IS alsu appreciated that Boycott, who 
had his spleen removed at the epe of 
10 . IS worse affecled by the richer 
fnods than <*ihers. But is the '‘heahh" 
reason officially handed duwn by the 
manager, Raman Subba Row. the only 
cauk.’ nf his sudden departure for 
home? If one speaks to any of the 
English players, ihe view, interesting, 
ly enough, is unanimtnjsly to the con* 
trary. Indeed, it seems that the trouble 
siaried as eaily the South Zone 
game in Hyderabad, where the York* 
■dor^man was Furious with his skip* 
per's declaration in the first innings, 
after the former had completed a 
pedestrian haif.ceniury on a beautiful 
wicket, fioycott'a obsession with bat* 
ting is quite a joke in En^nd. but to 
S him, any interference witn such prac* 
i tice is no means a laughing matter. 
1 This incident was followed by the 
alirrcaiion with the captain in Delhi 
(reported in Sukpav 10 January) ala 
' out slow scoring And the matter final* 

41* 


RAJA STHAN 

CM's sankalp: Posh 
lan d for t he "poor" 


Jaipur; One of the very first ocu which 
the new chief minister, Mr Shiv Char* 
iin Mathur, initiated after assuming 
office was to announce his own brand 
of the 2(kpoint programme. Hii name 
for it; BtHfs Sankelp (Twenty pledged 
The programme was aimed to benefit 
the downtrodden, or as the CM put ii: 
"Pichhile ko pahfe (Downtrodden 
tirsi ** One of ine plpdgA » an aisur* 
ance of providing nomes for the punr 
or '• Garin ko cfiAappar,” under which 
^O.tXX) housing .sites arc to be provided 
tn the p<K>rest nf the poor in tne urban 
area. 

The Jodhpur City Improvement 
Trasi is sealouslv implemenring this 
programme. The first list of allnitees 
of residential plots in the posh West 
Patelna^r in Jodhpur ai concessiunal 
rkes m civile s the speaker of* the 
fljasthan Vidhan Sahha, Poonam 
Chand Bishnoi, deputy speaker 
Ahmed Bux Sindhi, former deputy 
chuirmun uf the Rajya Snbha, Ram 
Niwas Mirdha, siate revenue minister. 
Parn.*> Ram Maderna, siaie minister for 
lourism. Narendra Singh Bbitti, chief 
whip of the ruling pany, Rhet Singh 
Rathore, Ashoke Gehlot. MF, MLAs 
Ram Singh Bishnoi, Ram Narain 
Duodi, Narpai Ram Barwad, the chair¬ 
man of the improvement trust and 
MLA Mansingh Deora and all nomin. 
uicd members of the trust including 
the collector of the district and offic¬ 
ers (if the improvement trust. 

, ’Fhe decision to provide cAhappars 
to these “poor** was taken at an 
emergency meeting of the im^nve- 
Hleni trust on 7 Jjiiuary IdSZ But 
before anyone could take pos<»e.simn of 
the allotted land, the Jodhpur edition 
id the KaJaxrAan Putrika publkUed 
the racket. Subsequently, un the basis 
of the item published in the PHrrika N. 
N. Mathur, secretary of the Rajasthan 
High Court advocates' association, 
rtuived a writ petition before the Ra- 
^sthan High Court and sought a ffay 
im the dlxiribution of land to the 
ulhiiicei. The aps^icant submitted 
ctippingH from the ntrika in his $up- 
ptiri UM argued that no other «vi* 
dvnc(» could he produced since all 
relevant records were in possession of 
,ihi* defendants, .lustice Milup Chand 


Jam admiiied the writ and K<iued a 
May urder on anv fun her proceedings 
in this respeii hv the icniwuvement 
HUM 

lliiwever, as wain as oew> leaked out 
aU>ui the alloimenr td the plots of 
land. Mule minister of tourism and 
friend of Raiiv Gandhi. Mr Narendra 
Singh Bhaiti, wiute to the Male minis 
ler fur town planning clarifying his 
position and a^M.*^ed that he had 
never applied for unv land lu ihe 
Jodhpur improvement inist. Oliserv* 
mg that ilie step taken by the tru>t 
authorities, “nm onlv Mnacks of dis. 
taste but is also illvgal and must objet* 
tionable," Mr Rhaiii threatened to 
take legal action if immediate siepji 
were not taken .upiinsl the peopla 
concerned l»y th(* government. 

tncideniullv, Mr Bhnlii is ihr chiIv 
person (whose name figures in the list > 
to have come nut wMh such a declara¬ 
tion Others are siill maintaining a 
silence. 

Milap Chand Dandia 


N 5. Bharri; no Uitd tor him 





ly expicnJeJ m impossibie proportiOM 
with nis refuMil ro sweat it oui in the 
held in Calkutia. In fact, the team's 
react ion to this behavtour was such 
that Th« nmr managentenr was alleged' 
ly tnforRied that if Buycutt was re* 
tamed for the Madias Test, the rest id 
(h«' Imivv would not take part. 

It i\ potsihle that having gat his 
rocnrd, he was no longer wilUog to put 
up with the hostility. )ust as much as 
the othoi play*'rs would not initiate 

MEDIA 


him any furt)^. And so, as one of the 
tourists put It: "A facesaving ftnitiu* 
la." lo the past, especially when 
Bo]Kott made his last comehack in 
19/7. the authorities were [vepared. 
out of necessity, to stomach bis whims 
and fancies, hut this time, he might 
have taxed their patience a bit too 
much. And none, except the ''York* 
shire reform group." will shed a tear if 
he dues not make the side against 
India at Lord's on 10 June. 

Ashis fUy 


Yashpal Kapoor: 
the end is near 


SvH Delhi; MrYashpul Kapoor, ex MP 
iind one*time panv manager reporting 
diriTilv to Mis Indira Gandhi, has only 
oiiv "diikaw" lull. That “dukan" (liter' 
ill]), shop, also cnih^quially vested in 
teresr oi from) is the Ansociated Juiir* 
nuU Lid., ^mhlishtrs of three daily 
iiewspapeis—77}(* .Varionaf HvtMid 
fKiighshi, JVjvjivnn I Hindiiand Qiumi 
Atirtr iVrdui. Mr Kapoor is now in 
danger of losing this last foothold m 
the Nehru lamilv empire. It is only a 
m.iiier ol iimv before he i« eased uut 
the chuirman and managing direc* 
Kir uf ihc cumpany. Already the 
wheels of fortune have begun to run 
und I he last embers of his hope for 
staging a comeback as a pubticel oper* 
»Uir are dving, At the mrald offices 
the small talk is that a senwr manager 
recentJv transferred by Mr Kapoor to 
B<3mbay is being asked to return to 
Delhi and resume charge as the com 
paiiy’s general manager. The rein 
Mjiement of Mr .‘sudhm ShukU as 
general manager at the Delhi heed. 

S I a Hers is only tlic tip of the iceberg 
at iH .iboiit tn capsise Mr Kapoor's 
boat 

The lact in that under Mr Yashpal 
kapiHir's managemeiu, the company 
has 1 im luro a major deficit While the 
manugemimr is not willing tv admit 
this detkit publicly, some employees 
esiimaii' that the figure could be be¬ 
tween Ks two and three crures. The 
Delhi editions of The Sduonai Hera/d 
and 4 ^umi Awai are »iatd to have 
suffered losses of Rs nine lakhs per 
month in the last year. This is a major 
swing from 1971 when the Delhi office 
was Rs three lakhs a year—a 

three hundred per cent increase in 
losses during five years. As a result, 
salaries to the staff are not paid reg* 
ulariy. although funds were hastily 
arranged In mid*January for tbe D«* 
cember salary bill, so that Hie AfarKui- 
tl era/d could be printed on 19 
January when there was a one*day 
strike in the offices of the other En* 
glish dailies published in Delhi. 

Iferaid executives told Sunday that 
l.SS.OOO copies of Tbe ^atiMa/ Herald 
ware printM for 10 January, when the 
other dailies did not come out. But 
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newspaper industry snunes in (he 
capiral scoff at (he officiaUv released 
figures because the daily did not reach 
many parts uf the metropolis These 
vmrees also point out that while 
Herafd executives claim an average 
daily circulation of 2S.000 copies, the 
paper's real circulariun in the capital 
IS less than 7,(100 copies daily. One 
HtrdliJ employee told us that the 
actual paid circulation is less than 
i.SOO cupiev daily and another two¬ 
und a-ha If thousand copies are distri¬ 
buted free (o ndverTi>er%. Congressfl) 
MF« and local politicians. 

20 January 19112 was (he ptox'erbial 
last straw on the camel's back as far as 
Mr Yashpal Kapoor was concerned. 
Irrespective of (be Herafifs prinrorder 
for (he day, the irrefutable fact is that 
many new^pers hawkers refused to 

t ick up The National Herafd that 
'ednesday. though no other English 
daily came nut in Delhi that morning. 
We have learnt that a majority of the 
hawkers did mil turn up at the dis¬ 
tribution centres because they vould 
not depend on (he Herafd manage- 
ment’v assuiarwe (hat« large printer- 
der wuuld lie distributed on 20 Janu 
ary. On an earlier occasion in the 
reient past, when other newspapers 
were closed for a one-day strike, the 
//ergfd could not meet its promise to 
supply a large number of copies. 

Across the fence, on the editorial 
side. Mr Yashpal Kapoor Has cbe rare 
privilege of being chaiimao of (be 
board m directors and managing direr 
(or of a newspaper publicauan which 
has seen four editors in four years. 


Kapoor* on the way our 



Shortly after Mr Kapoor took over, Mr 
NL Chalapariii Rau resigned as editor 
of The National Herald. His successor 
Mr C N. Chirtaranjan resigned shonly 
after taking over because he' was in¬ 
structed by Mr Kapoor to transfer two 
senior correspondents In the Delhi 
bureau and also told what editorials to 
write. Following a stopgap arrange¬ 
ment. Mr Khushwant Sir^ (now edi¬ 
tor of The Hindustan Times, Delhi) 
was asked to take over as editor. Mr 
Singh edited The National Herald fur a 
few monihs. During these months he 
realised that he could not lead a team 
of journalists who were not being paid 
rhair dues on time. Therelora. he put it 
bluntly to the trustees of the Jan Hitta 
Nidhi Trust, which has majority shares 
in the company, that he cuuld not edit 
the paper until the management was 
streamlined. 

The management headed hy Mr 
Yashpal Kapoor remains the hugbeur 
of those senior journalists who have 
been invited, in recent months, to join 
(he Herald at the top rung. Mr Sliam 
LaJ. former editorm-chief uf The 
Times uf India, is one of those invited 
to juin the Herald, But he staved away 
because of the paper's inefficient man¬ 
agement Other names mentioned in¬ 
clude char of Mr H, Y. bhuruda Prasad, 
information adviser to Hnme Minister 
Mrs Indira Gandhi. Mr Prasad is consi¬ 
dered an appropriate successor to Mi 
Kapoor as managing director and was 
sometime back also lipped to-b« the 
editor-m-chiel. Behind tW scenes.-Mr 
Aruft Nehru is reported to have been 
entrusted with the task uf overhauling 
and rejuveneiing the newspaper com- 

E because in the last four years the 
Id. never respectable in Delhi, 
has also lost much In its own hackvai d. 
Lucknow, to the Northern India Patri 
ka. The Lucknow edition hud lieen for 
nearly 2S veers the principal English 
daily in central UP. Today it has lost 
its place to the Petrike’s Lucknow 
edition. Undeterred by its losses, 
under Mr Kapoor's stewardship. 
Associated Journals Ltd. decided in 
1981 to launch new editions of the 
Vrdu daily Qau/nj A war at Patna, 
Bombay. Bhopal and Hyderabad. 

Editions from Patna and Bombay are 
being published for some months now. 
In both slates, the local chief minister 
has to arrange funds to run the paper. 
At Bombay, where a Qaumi Awar 
weekly is published aJong with the 
deily edicton, the newspaper's offices 
are In godown-like premises owned by 
people who have been accused of 
economic offences. Sunday learns cbet 
a decision to remove Mr Kapoor from 
Associated Journals Ltd. had been 
taken ky Mr Sanjay Gandhi in early 
1980. Mr Jagdisb Tytler was to take 
over. Mr Gandhi's untimely death in 
June thet year gave Mr Kapoor a fresh 
tease of life as the bead of the com¬ 
pany. But now the wheel has turned 
full circle once auin and it is under¬ 
stood (hat Mr Rajiv Gandhi is bringing 
to a close (he process of removing Mr 
Kapoor from Associated Journals ud. 
Aril Suri 



MADHYA PRADESH 


Calendar upsets 
ministerialists 


Th* tribal aad hahjtA ULAs 
in rbc Madbya Pradesh CoDereud) 
are on the warpath auitui dual minia* 
Mf Arjun Sioih. AJthough the two 
piUan of the harijan lobby, Dr Tumaa< 
Ul and Hr Vedran. are yet to show 
(beir displeasure, the two tribal ninia* 
cers, Dr Bhanvar Sinch Porta and Mr 
JbuaukUJ Bhedia. have on more than 
one occasioo publicly stated thet cbelr 
only leader is Mrs Indira Caodhi. They 
have deliberately omitted the ftame di 
Ur Arjun Sinch as their leader ia 
Madhya Pradesh 

EarLer, in a joint stateieent issued 
atShopal by OrTunanlal. Mr Vedram. 
Mr fihedla and Mr Pone» they had 
staud that thvy had no differences 
with the chief minister and supported 
his leadership However, no one in the 
CongresstJ) was prepared to acceM 
the staieoienr, spot ially in view of the 
distribution uf a calendar—with the 

K rails of Indira Gandhi and Mr 
ha—in and around Raipur These 
calendars have replaced the posters, 
carrymit the portraits nf Mrs Gandhi 
and Mr Arjun Singh, which were circu* 
lated in the past. In fact, on 13 janu' 


ary, while Mr Rhwlii and Mi Vadrma 
were teUiD| oesrsmeo in the IMipur 
ciiQut bouaa that the peass reporu of 
their dilleeeoces with the chim minia’ 
tor were imaeiasrv. suddot 


s miB» 
I of their 


ter were imafiasry. sapportan of tbetr 
lobby were freely airaibuting the 
calendars on the premises of the or* 
cuit house. 

The iiret assault of the tribal arnl the 
harijsa lobby on the chief eainlrter 
came when Ur Porte aod Ur Ihedia 
declared in their ipeorlwr ia Surguia 
disukt that the fes^ rlriunts io the 
govammeni ai>d the distriet.Congrea* 
s(l) needed to be elimiaai^. The 
Surguia District Confess Commit* 
teed) IS dominated by waai Oevendra 
Kumsri. MLA. wile of M. S. Singh, 
ex ruler of Surgu>a, aod an innuential 
seerHary in the state government see* 
vices. Both Mr Singh aisd his wife are 
importsat supporters of the chief 
minister. 

The second assault came duriru the 
Vidhin Sebbe by^leciioa io Konta 
and earlier in Gar^bad tribe! area of 
Raipur district. It) both instances. 4he 
lesdert referred to the Prune Minister 
as the seviour of the iribeJs ai»d repe* 



TV comrovemei caiesdar wfth Ur Abe* 
dia's pkmoinpk 

aiodly claimed iheauelves to be W 
foHowm, without memioning Mr Ai* 
juo Singb'i name. 

While these declarations have upset 
many in the Coocressfl), the dlstttbu* 
two of the calendar has added fual to 
the fire tad created tensioa among the 
miaisterialists. Incidental^, the caleU' 
dar does not have any imprint UiM. 
The coloured pictvree end tV printlag 
creates an impressioa that it is a 

K vereaseat puhlication. However, 
k Dai leader Ramesh Varl^mm 
staled that some corrupt officials 
patronised by Mr Bhedia Had coniri* 
bu ted to the publication of tha caloo- 


Shatrughan joins the new wave 


Bonibayr Pruducing iiffbeai, art films 
IS the Uiesi sialiis symbul in Bos* 
bay's fiim wiirldaiid macho itar Shat' 
rughan Sinha i* now laking the 
plunge wnh a realiuk film on coal 
miners the wretched of tbe earth 
Sin ha plans to produce tbe film which 
wiU be directed by Loksen LaWani. 
tha man who formed out of Films 
Divuivn after ine central guvemoiant 
banned his film, They C2i} Ue Che- 
mer^frem being sent lo foreign FUm 
festivals. 

The film, the shootin| of which wUl 
be started by Apnl, will be the first 
Indian film with sequencat actually 
shot inside the coal minea Eased oo a 
script by the Bhopal wriiar. Dinesfa 
Raj. it revolves around tbe eflorts of a 
small group oi coal miners wbo fight 
tha opprsMion of mine owners, trade 
unioA mafias sjmI the corr^^>t over* 
seers. 

Talking to Sumpay racendy, $bat* 
rughan Sinks said one raaaen be 
thought of doing the film was bootuse 
a role in a seriotis film "would be a 
challenu to ma as ait actor. I faai that 
most of the roles I have to do in the 
industry don't demand very mack 
from me as an actor." Them be was 
alio inspired by acter*producar 
Shashi Kapoor who hu been prodtie* 
ing offbeat films with a reaaoneble 
boa^iffiet potential. But. above alL 
tbe moiivaiiOA for tha fllaa ao com 
adnen stems from Slnba's pelickiJ 


awareneas ihu as a papulur idol from 
Bihar he tmes sosaetlung lo the peo¬ 
ple frees bt* hoane state 
Shatrughan Sinba hiaaelf will j»lay 
ilw role of Ka^a> a ttnightforward 
man. wbo graduaUy itrnufi the lead- 
erskip of the protesting miners 
agsioai ■ cemipi pclitkigg-trade un- 
ionisi whose gunmen farce tha mumt 
to accept the mane owner's terms. A 
number of popular mmes from the art 
film world, tne ctanmerfial industry 
and n ew facae from the theatre are 

Sharrufhaa SsDha; a new ewaregess 



bemg corwideiwd let the cam of lha 
film. Sukdav learnt that negotiations 
were held on the one hatwl, with Smite 
RatU. Masaeruddin Shah. Kulbhuihan 
Kharimoda and. 00 tbe other hand, 
with blithun Chakiaveny and Raeau 
for the central roles. Tbe ioten' 
tion is to sell a few unpalatable truths 
about Indian reality to tbe mass film 
audience, and to pvtially exporiiaent 
with tha folit'iheatre duaenaMW of tbe 
popular Indian fUn. 

Though the new Fiim marks Shat* 
ruritan^ debut ua the new wave etr* 
cult, as a film producer be is not 
exactly d'Uiv a somerMult. Two ear 
bet veoiiires of Shatrughan's film 
produetiMi company. Ramayana Chit* 
ra, Xhan Deal «im 1 Aoewai SUheb. also 
had strong social messages. 

The Sinoa Lokaen InJvani connec* 
tion be^ with talk in the press 
about L^vanj's stirring decuAeniaX' 
ies, Bifmcng Stocw and They Ceil Me 
CJumar. tbe latter being a follow up 
uf a nvw» xeport published lo Rev/var 
(an AiMuda Baser Fairika publica* 
tion). The new feature film planned 
by Lalvani. his first non-documetuiijy. 
develops OB the basic theme of Burri' 
tng Stone, which went into the coal 
pits where the miners work end the 
hovels in which they live, exposing 
(heir exploitation by money lenders 
and other sberkt. 

Anil BbmI 








dftr. MlnUterialist le»d«r^ luld SimiMy 
chAt (h« hsrijan and tribal tetden 
wanted to create aa impreasioR that 
vdiile Mn Gandhi is the national lead 
ar, Mr Bhedia fs her sole repreaenta 
tiva and the onlv uKnificant leader in 
Hadhya Fradeth, 

Mr JhuimjJclal Bbedia is not the only 
one to have his jmtrait printed on a 
calendar along with the nine Minis* 
rer!si Dr Tumanlal is said lo have 


CALCUTTA RACES 


distrilMited similar calendars with his 
purtrait alMg with Mrs Gandhi's in 
and armuid Bhopal. According to i 
senior minisrer, prefers to remain 
anonymous, the two calendars were 

[ tinted in an offset press in Bombay 
y a remonal iraasport officer, who 
had earlier succeeded in getting his 
transfer order cancelled by Dr 
Tumanlal. 

M. V. Kher 


RCTC suspends 
Derby winner 


Calcutta: On 10 Jsnuary 19S2. the 
Sttwardft of the Royal Calcutta Turf 
Club (RCTC> made a sensetional and 
somewhat "shameful’' racing history. 
For, on that day, the day of the Caicui* 
II Derby, not only did they suspend 
dhri Charan. the trainer of Royal Man* 
da, the Derby winner, for two months 
but also canceUed ell the existing 
entries of Rcwal Mantle until further 
notice, by enforcing the letter of the 
law as enshnned in the rulee of racing. 
Both (he horse and the trainer were 
thus severely punished for convincing¬ 
ly winning the plum eitraciion of the 
Calcutta racing calendar 19S182. Nev¬ 
er before in the history of the Derby 
has a winner been meted out such a 
shabby treatment. 

Earlier thai eftemocn In stunned 
silence end amidst cornucopia of 
fashion and colour, the 10 to 1 outsider 
Royal Mantle, jumtiy owned by Shri 
Cheran and Raian Smgb, had won the 
prestigious Derby which carried a 
fabulous prize money of Rs l.St.200 
and a gold cup wort}) Rj 10,000. 

Compared to the coir's poor per¬ 


formance IQ days earlier tn the 2,200- 
metre Pat Williamson Memorial Cup 
witere it failed even to figure on the 
buard despite being an odd$-on 
favourite, the Derby run was indeed a 
stunning reversal of form. Incidental¬ 
ly, after (he Pat Williamson race, when 
tne Mipendiery stewards <stipes) 
asked bhri Charan to erplain the poor 
performance of his horse, he had cor* 
rubnrated jockey Paul Tulk's version 
that (hr none could not stay (he 
distaewe. This was then noted ^ (he 
stipes. 

In the li^ of this statement. Royal 
Mantle’s improved performance with¬ 
in ten days and also over a longer 
course (2.400 Betresi did irsdeed call 
for an official scrutiny and explana* 
tion. But what the discerning racegoer 
wanes to know is how Shri Charao’s 
earlier statement regarding the 
staying power of his horse was 
accepted by officials who are supposed 
to be professionals, competent and 
knowle^eiMe. 

DidnT they realise that throughout 
the race (Pal Williamson cup) Paul 



Koviil Mjnift winnine ih<* iK'tby 

Tulk wasn:<i Ki»yst M^nile lu 

run on its own morn’ TK« hutse :an 
"five or six horses wide" throughout 
and negotiated the bend through a 
widest route possible. Didn't the stipes 
know that Royal Mantle had earlier 
won a race convincingly in Bangalore 
over 2 ,(H >0 metres? ohouldn'i the 
silpendary stewards, whose job it is to 
detect and expose malpractices, have 
oitcned an enquiry instead of merely 
noting down the trainer's explanation? 

To make the maiiei murkier, within 
a day or two Talk disappeared from 
Calcutta and was reported to have 
returned home to England. How did he 
gel away without any official clear¬ 
ance from the RCTC? 

What thousands of racegoers and 

E unien. who justifiably feel that they 
ave been taken for a "royal'* ride hy 
the horse's cunnectlons, are asking is 
how did the RCTC accept Shri Char* 
w's entry for the Derby when, accord- 


Shankaracharya to visit'harijan temple' 


Cochin* Five kiliHtHtres kroie Tnppu 
nithura at the end of a nurrow lane 
that Ivonclie^ off the m;oR road 
stands u freshly pjinlod hul with tiled 
riHif' I hi* iKimv of a stone idol ol 
Suhramanya. Ihe idol tisiks vervsiiiii> 
lar to the Jnly iit PoUnl. Bui wh«ii 
makes tlu- temple is mu the 

hill ihe fail that ii luis a haniao 

E r>nl: a Pulav.) named Kuppuswamv 
oppuswaniv hu> liceti the prit-sl 
once 22 June I97S when the temple 
saitio 11)10 heing ihrtoifih his soli* 
initial ire. 

TiKlay, Ihii unprelenlious shriiH' 
buried among harijan hutments is a 
hvc’hivr of aciiviry kuppuswamv ami 
his band >4 assiu'iais’s au* makiog 
frantic prepuratiniis for the vjsu of 
the Shankaracharya of the Kamhi 
iCimskoii Peeiatn, Sn Juvendva 
SsraswsN Swamtgal. The Shank 
arscharyu. durinx his visit in Kerala, 
has decided to pav luimage (» ihc 
harijtn temple. Earlier, the ivmpU* 
had shot into famv for the firm time 
when the Governoi, Mrs Jothi Venk- 


aiarhihalain visited ii in Julv ihis 
VL*ar. 

Kuppuswamv wus horn in an agri- 
Luliural family in the* nllagi* of Kmw 

XopfMcsivuaiv outs/de Ars *oa/;de 



m*ar iMiipumlhui.i Alivi Ihvimiimo 
Iv JiMih ot his ))ii>lht>i, ho Ml lo*' 
t.imily for Paluni. sta*ndtiig his liinr tii 
(Kaycr lie* iliiims lo have hail u 
VIsum 111 whnh hi* was direileil ti|go 
bjik to ihe village with a sioni* Idol-- 
a Nittalk-r replica ul ihe one ni P.ilu* 
losial ii in a i<*ni|ile. Work 
Im'Rjii in nghi eii(iM*M .mil Knppiis* 
wamv wi*ni from lionse lo Inni'.e for 
till ids r<u Ihe teiitpk*. In the uni me of 
his waiKkrings he found him sell iii 
frivandrum where he mei the (lov- 
ei'tMir and invited hiv* to si*i' tfie 
ii-mule. The <k»vernor coin]>licd and 

nnide a donation ol Ks ItKXI lo: itie 
inainlenanie of ihs* temple. Puhlic 
risognilioii and .ippiovai lolloited os 
.1 maii«*i lit c<»iirsi*. Hut it Koes lo lh<* 
iiislii of (hv |K*oplt' of 1'rip|niriilhijr,i 
thai a 'harijan temple' has Iveen 
allowed to vxisi. {he human priest 
knows m* Sanskrit, no ionvenllonal 
fimms of wirrshtp or (iliiab and 
appvuss*s Ihe god onlv through hk 
lU-voiional songs; hhujails. 
laikshmi Mahan 





io$ to tbo port owmr«cum*trtiner of 
tM co)t, ii had failed to ctay the 
shorter distance of 2,200 metres? How 
did Shri Charan bring about this mira* 
cle within 10 days? As one discnmtled 
owner put it, '^There is saneching fishy 
about the whole affair, it's a big hoae. 
Just look at the way they kept on 
changing the jockey.* 

Since (hen the RCTC has hardly 
been out of netrt. The ‘'moraliiy” of its 
action has been questioned Ur A. L 
Sud. president, Calcutu Mcehorse 
Owners Society. In a statement to the 

C ress. Mr Sud criticised the unseemly 
Htt with which the scevmrds nede 
the derision. According to him the 
'‘interrogation of Tulk was a must 
before coming to any coocJuaion." 

Quite a few racehorse owners are 
critical of the RCTC's style of function* 
ing' The club’s hasty decision is widely 
regarded as biasM and vindictive 
■gainit a small and uninfluential own* 
er. “They wouldn't dart try this with 
the Khaicani, the Goenkas, Ramas* 
wamy, Henry Au, or Dhruba Das," said 
I disgruntled owner. 

The club's norms do appear some* 
what bewildering and smacks of dou* 
ble standards. Only two years ago in 
the 2,000 Guineas Sun lion ran a 
miserable race and finished in the 


ruck, but a few weeks later h won the 
Derby troundng the field by a dis* 
tance. The RCTC did not deem it a fh 
case for inquiry. This season, in the 
prestigious Bangalore Oaks, Abide left 
the rest of the field sunding but only a 
forraight etrUer it had finished ninth 
in a teo*horse fidd. No action for this 
’*in*end*CKii’* running was taken by the 
Bangalore Turf Club. 

vie Doct painful example of the 
club turning i bUnd eye to a big owner 
was (be cue of Fist of Iron in the 
Indian Produce Stakes a few yeers ago. 
Fist of Iron, an outstanding colt ovoim 
by the Belas, was an oddson favourite, 
a certainty barr^ accident. But due 
to a strange quirk of fate, it lost the 
rice to Unie Beeui. a weU*backed 
sublemate and a propmy <d the same 
owners. In its next outing, Fist of Iron, 
carrying a cnixhiag impost, trounced 
its rivau without even working up a 
sweat. On that occuion. Fist m Iron, 
who opened at 3s and buked heavily, 
won ruuung away. Could the Balu 
have pUy^ a trick on the Calcutta 
punters?!^ RCTC did not deem it fit 
to open an inquiry. 

Tm RCTC cannot also be absolved 
of the blame in matters relating to 
partiality for tome trainers and jock* 
cys wfso go Kot f roe after taking re* 


course to unfair means. “Persons like 
(He Corner brothers and l^wrence 
Fownes have got away with lenient 
punishment." 

The case of Pat Quign, of course, 
defies description. Quinn's licence to 
train wu witndrawn for allegedly fix* 
ing a race in the ld60 monsoon season. 
His licence hu now been retiored, 
thanks to the generosity of the RCTC. 

H^seracing in Calcutta bu a che^ 
quered history. It been caking 

S lice since 1769 and tHe Calcutta Tun 
lub was established in 1947. The 
appellation "Royal" was granted, in 
1913 after the visit of King George V 
to the racecourse. Since its inception, 
the RCTC has been doing pioneering 
work and adopting progressive and 
modern methoos. It was the first turf 
club in India to install the phoiO'/inlsh 
camera and introduce cne staitinj 
stills, its monsoon track, laid in ISIO, 
li one of the best in the world. It has a 
devica by which rainwater can be 
drained out in the quickest possible 
time. 

The future of raciu in Calcutta 
depends upon the RCTC^s attitude and 
abili^ to run the sport on “clean and 
efficient lines," 

Tapnn Chakl 


JUVENILE CONGRESS(i) ATTACK AT FILMOTSAV 




A4r Subrats Mukiwryee, the West Beegaf CoqgresaflJ leader, proved yet ageie chai his xvpuranoa for immeturity is iM 
uajustified when Iw. along with e haadfu oi bis juvaaiie svpporvers, chose to make e stupid pomt tfariag the inieraatiOAal Mm 
feetivai by smash/M up /inimre aad rirriags at the Rahtadra Sedan, on tS Januaxy J997. The group or SO^odd dcooflitratorv 
encerod rae /eetivaft m r vr c en tre at ahovt 4.45 in theevenifig shoonog sJogaas against rbeeutaorii 


eeetuagjhcoriiu sJogaas against rbeeutJMttes for what Mr Mukher^ 
and hit followers termed "comipoen end atfsmaaagamear "TMr euar grouse wei againsi the auchoritier "inddference ro 
the old actress of the Baiwali souen, Jfenan Devi, and the /ites e/the laM (/nam rumar. TV mith waa ther cAis war siatply a 

nor hariag gor a siMideot aumhm of tkkbcs for. presumably, tht "her" mofies. The ^lurer show Mr 

Ribi 


diipiey ^ spieee fv nor hari^ gor a stMkieot aumhm of tkkbcs for, presumably, the "her" Miones 
Ifnkherjee iaadag the deeiuuiueiui i, and the dertrajed fvnfnire eed fininn in the press 


room of 


riurer 
fibiodra 5adan. 
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Thousands of families are re-dlscovering 

the time-tested qualities of Clove Oil 

In . 

Promise 

the unique toothpaste 
with Ciove Oil 


Isn't It time you discovered It too ? 
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Promise 

Helps prevent tooth decay 

• Refreshes the mouth 

• Prevents bad breath ^ 
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A eatsara Product 
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Healthier teeth and gums. 
Fresher breath. 

? ■mat's a Promise. 







TAMIL NADU 

Probe into 'spirit scandal 


Madras: The stale Jrvel SadaMvam 
Commission probing into the various 
ahegedly corrupt end illegal spirit 
deals Htruck by the Tamil Nadu gov 
emment between February 1969 end 
January 1976 (when Mr M Karuna 
nidhi WHS ihe chiel nunisteu and <lur 
ing Oi'tnt>er*Noverrtber 198U (under 
the chief miniHtership nf Mi M U 
Ramachundran) 'heaved itself tu a 
start on 6 January seven months 
after its appointment. 

In the very first depositnm brfi>re 
the commission, n was esiahlished 
that 17,61X1 Hires of denatured spirit 
were illegullv iraosja^rted in 1^76 
from Kiimuilheiiu Drinks m K.mde to 
iwo nonexistent firms in Andhra 
Pradesh This was divulged hy Mr M. 
C. Thothadri, >i former inspec tor of ihe 
prohiliirnm eiifurcemeni wing, who 
hud ihen been called ut^in to invcsin 
gale the nefuriouh goings.on lie re- 
vealcd I hut Haiiganathan ChHty oh 
Amlniikuiai uuil (lunapurhy hllai of 
Tiruueheh hud secured forged import 
permits foi denatured spirit in the 
riHmc ol Iwo b<JKU5 firmv^ Uma Indus* 
tries IInd Veiikiueswura Industries lo 
caied m I nddapah district in Andhra 
Ptadesh. The stock of spirit was diS' 
patched Jrom the Krode tompany on 
un expon perniit issued by the Tamil 
Nadu hoard of revenue un these fake 
permits. Mi Thothadn said that the 
17,soil htn*s were cljndesimely sold 
for a staggering profit in Chiiioor. 
Naturally it immil ns wav tittn ihe 
illicit liquor market 
Vollcmiitg iitvestigauons. the inspec* 
tor said tliut a criminal cave was filed 
before the chief ntctrupulitan magis 
Irate in Madras Chet tv, Fillai and 
Kkumhaiam were arrested for forget y. 
Suhsequeiitlv the magistrate con. 
vicied onlv Fkainharam 
The Sadasivam Cnramission 
formed to probe' the "vpiriis van¬ 
dal"—(he illegal export of rectified 


spirit from Tamil Nadu to Kerala in 
1980^has had a chequered history 
Immediately after the scandal was 
publicised, Tamil Nadu government 
appointed the Kaila:>am Cotnmivsjon 
in February 1981. The DMK launched 
an ugiuiion on the surntlie (hut a free 
and fair inquiry was highly doubtful as 
Justice KailasaBi was “verv close ^ lo 
MGR. The CM refused to yield to their 
demand for a different judge to head 
The commission. Three months later 
the state government incorporated 
into the commission’s tenns of refer 
etice, a memoranduiri submitted (o the 
state Governor by,six MLAs and five 
members of political parties. The 
scope of the inquiry thus expanded (o 
cover the malpractices of the former 
CM, Ur Karunaaidhi, in the issue of 
licenses for (he export of denatured 
spirit. 

la the revised terms ol reference 
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An ayurvedic tonic '*• 
for the family 


Why 8§idf^9th Chyiwftnprash ? 
B«cau9« it it made from over 50 herbal 
inQredienU containing natural viiamitu 
which are easMy absorbed by the human 
digestive aystem, unlike other tonics 
containing chemicaliy made vitamins that 
are r>oi lotalJy absorbed by the body. 


• It ia rich in natural Vitamin C 

• It prevents colds and coughs 

e It corrects Calcium deficiency and anaemia 

• It protects agamsi stress end strain 
■ It restores youthful vitality 

• It gives strength and stamina 

• It prevents constipation, acidity and 
indigestion 


Baidynath manufactures over 700 Ayurvedic medicines at S modern factories 


SHREE 

Calcutta 


Baidyanath 

• Patna • Jhansi • Nagpur 0 All 


AYURVEDIC BHAWAN UMITED 


Allahabad 
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UP to protect trees ! I 

pDlIuwmg persistent protests bv en* 
vironmentelitts end the fumation of 
the Chipku movement for tree protec¬ 
tion led by ecologists like Mr Sunder 
Lai Bahuguna. the Unar E^adesh gov 
eminent has decided to prutect all 
trees at a height of over 1,000 meires 
from the feller's aiv. The government 
has also decided to take to large scale 
tree planting so as tn produce more 
raw material for paper mills. 

New oil fields 

found viable I i 

With the presence of hydrocarbons m 
the newly diitcuvered nil wells east of 
Bombay High nnw confirmed, the Oil 
and Natura'l Gas ( ommiMion author¬ 
ities are confident about the cummer- 
cial viability of these fields. The 
ONGC has decided to esiablish early 
production processes in these new 
structures. 

Device to protect 
blind workers ! i 

A phnTu-sensirjvc safety device for the 
blind, which will help then get more 

{ obs, has been developed by the 
laiional Institute fur the Visually 
Handicuppcd, Uehra Dun. This safety 
device can be fixed to any machine 
and as soon as the unknowing fmgcrs 
of a blind wurker reach the danger 
rune an alarm will go off. If this alarm 
doef nut succeed in keeping the per¬ 
son away, the machine will autocnaii* 
tally stop, eliminating the risk of an 
accident. This mdiunuusly developed 
device costs less fnan R% 100. 

Better deal for 
ex-servicemen C- 

The government has announced riba- 
live reseitlement plan^ fur ex- 
servicemen. including the setting up of 
an Ex-servicemenV. Industrial De* 
velopmeni Corporation under whkh 
different industrial uiiiis could be set 
up. The upper age limit for ex- 
serviceioen seeking appointment in 
central services has been raised by 
five years. Posts in nationalised bankA 
and public factor undertakings re¬ 
served for ex-servicemen will hence* 
forth be filled only from those nomin¬ 
ated by the vVa sainik boards, ra/ya 
sainik boards or directorate general, 
resettlement. 

Two task forces of 1,800 ex- 
servicemen each will be constituted to 
execute ecological development plans 
in two selected areas in Himachal 
Pradesh. Under a scheme drawn up by 
(be ministries of energy and defence, 
companies manned by ex-servicemo 
fpr transporting coal will be formed 
under Coal India Ltd. More funds have 
beep allotTed to provide free outdoor 
nedlctl ireaimefit to cbose ex- 
eervicenen sufferrlng from chronic 



Cure for 

common cold? l 1 

$<ienii%ts working for the Medical 
Research Council. England, have de¬ 
veloped a nasal spray for prevention 
and cure of the common c^d The 
spray hat been developed from the 
cufliruvenial drug Inierfemn which 
was once seen as a possible cure for 
cancer. Imederoo contains a powerful 
anti vical agent whkh is hi^ly effec¬ 
tive against rhinovirus which causes 
the common cold. Another anti- 
rhinovirus agont called eoviroxime is 
also used in the new nasal spray, 
which signals the beginning of the end 
of many sneeting problems, 

Hussain sh ow 

for Londom ~ i 




I'rv. 




M. F. Hu9»ain’s photographs of giant 
film boardings and elation cartoons, 
belonging to a senes entitled 'Culture 
of the Streets,* will be un display ai 
(he Tate Gallery. London, in April 
along with (he works of Rebtndranaih 
Tagore. These works of Husmln are 
now being «j^bited in Calcutta to 
encourage young artists. Hussain will 
dooaie-a part of the sale proceeds of 
the Cakutte exhibition for promotion 
of art in Cakuttg. 


Life convicts meditated 

Twemyfivc life convicts in the district 
jail. OanhiKL who have been taught 
transcendcTitiil meditMilA fTM) have 
shown* K-markoblc change in their be¬ 
haviour. These haiduned criminals 
now live in Uaraiunv writh fellow pris¬ 
oners Jiij «iie free from worries and 
tomionv This is o rate instance o( ‘ 
something being done in i vform the; 
behaviour pattehi of convicts. ^ 

Microwave links for 
Delhi Telephones !" 'i . 

The Posi and Telegraphs deportment 
has decided to provide micruwave* 
links to impiove the performance of 
telephones in Delhi. The microwave 
links will have the fu!lowing cunfigura- 
ttons; Janpaih-Palam and Janpaih- 
Behadurgarh-Mandi. These links will, 
enable remute areas lo get stable ’ 
junction circuits and result in im¬ 
proved transmission and performance. 

HMT does welli ~l 

President Saojiva Reddy has praised.. 
Hindustan Machine Tools (HMT) for 
aainiitning a good growth rate. HMT 
recently pgid Rs ^24 crores as di-; 
vidend for the year lMO-81 tu the 
government whicK has an investmenr 
ol Ri 37 crores in the company as 

a ajty capital. "It is very good that. 

ITs progreu is picking up every 
year," President said. HMT has- 
drawn up ambitious plans to double its 
production in the next three years.' 
Machine tools will continue to nc ihe 
doaimani product of HM1'. followed by 
watches and tractors. The company. 
also produces lamps, printing and 
dairy machinery and bearings 

Indian woollen blankets 
popular I ~ I 

A study by the Indian Institute nf 
Foreign Trade (UFTI shows that Indi¬ 
an woollen blankets have captured the 
fancy of buyers in the Gulf rountrie^. 
Africa and the Soviet Union. A Soviet 
state ti .ding agency has already 
pieced orders for woollen blankets 
worth $2 million. The IIFT has su^- 
Msted several measures like divorsi 
iication and modernisation of the in¬ 
dustry. adequate supply of raw mate¬ 
rial. adherence to delivery schedules 
and participation in trade fairs, for 
boosting exports. 

Mathura refinery readyQ 

The Mathura refinery, the largesi and 
most modern in the country, is ex¬ 
pected to go on stream by April this 
year. The initial problems faced in 
conmistioning this refinery which has 
a capacity of six mtJUon tonnes have 
been overcome. Initially the refinery 
will proceaa imponed crude and func 
(ton at a capacity cd four million 
tonnes which will be gradually raised. 




To take care of your children'B Cmrt 6ank*e N irantara 
education sUd a Vidyanidhl Deposit is an ideal retirement 

Dapoait which win grow aioog plan that yields you an ir^me 
with your chrtdran. every month after a few years 

even while your principal 
remains intact. 

Choose a schema or a com- 
binatloA Oest Suited for your 
needs. 

Our other deposit schemes 
are: Kamadhenu, Fixed a 
Ss^rigs Bank deposits. 

Visit any one of our 
branches today - it's for your 
future 


A secure future for yourlamity 
- isnTthat what youasa 
family man are always striving 
tor? The knowledge that there 
i$ money for education, 
marriages, a house or what¬ 
ever, and that the future 
canrot catch you unprepared 
gives a sense of security. You 
have your savings in 
Canara Bank s Deposit schemes 
to stand by you just 
when you need it 

Cenara Bank's Recurring 
Deposit scheme is for salary 
earners to save a fixed sum of 
money every month without 
feeling the pinch 


Their 
future 
cannot be 
lento 
chance 
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Pliglit of Pak prisoners 


An Aniieny IntenutbntJ 
Bport an politlcsl prisoner! 


report 

in Pakittsniias revealed some 
stanlina facts. The powers of 
the civiliaA couru in Pakistan 
have dwindled amca March 
last year and noct civilian 
p^iilM] orison^ are now 
Min4 irieo by nilitaiy courts. 
General Zla*s feverTimeni it 
holdlni in custody an un* 
known total of political pris* 
oners which has often been as 
hifh as €.000. In Punjab alone 


there svere apprexlfliaiely 
1.2S0 priaooers eodtr death 
sentence in late lOOi. The 
50*pa|e report, Aikiiraa: 
Huiaaii Rifbu VhUfkns and 
the Dechne ef the kufr ai 
Lai^gives a list of 19) people 
''known to hava baee seat- 
encad to prbon aid flotpint 
for political effencos.* It also 
gives a detailed accoaoi of 10 
pntonars who bsvo died as a 
/esult of torture in police cue* 
tody over the last two years. 



Qadhafi makes 
Washington shudder 







. Whfi is Libyan stronsman 
Colonel Qadhafi up to now? 
He's building a 'Raptd In¬ 
tervention Force’ and sending 
the shivers to White House 
once aiain. In a latter to the 
Presidents of Iran, Ethiopia 
and South Yemen, the colonel 


has disclosed ihM hu latest 
and elitist stnho>ferce will 
comprise soldiers of Libyan 
and other nationabtits who 
have had combet tspcfieikce. 
especially in Chad. Colonel 
Qadhafi has pronisad that he 
will be prepared to loan his 
new force to Iran. Ethiopia 
and South Yenao In iht event 
of “any thrHt froaa countries 
in the rcibon. or outside the 
region, iv theh security and 
rernioriaJ integrity.” Obser* 
vers in Washington arc per* 
lurbed by this new develop¬ 
ment and what it vrorrying 
them all the more la the very 
nine 'Rapid Intarvaaiion 
Force.* Knowing the Libyan 
vtrongman. they whisper, the 
word 'inierveBMn' implies 
meddling in the <0ain of 
other countries, the USA in 
particular. • 


Leak in Reagan’s boat? 


President Reagan ii a wor¬ 
ried man. Reason? "UnaullKK 
rised diKlosures” have ‘be¬ 
come a major problem" for 
his administration. Secret in¬ 
formation on foreign policy 
and defence matters are 
being lacked out to the press. 
The two major leaks in recen t 
days coocern che US defence 
budget and the sale of combat 
aircraft to Taiwan. The latter 
proved to be highly emborrae 
sing for Mr Reagan becauae if 
happened at a (iine when a 
US state depanmeoc delega¬ 
tion was visiting Beijing. 
According to a White House 
official. "In several importani 
cases the leaks to the press 
have preceded freaidvntiaJ 
diseusaiens of bighly smultive 
foreign policy daciiions ‘ 
Though thera is no official 
sevrao act in tlM USA to put 


•curbs on the media, the Presi¬ 
dent has neveribelesa issued 
orders for a crackdown on 
contacts between journalists 
and goveromeni officials. 
While admitting that the gM- 
tfremeat had fauad lo identify 
and punlab cbt sources of the 
leaks. Mr Reagan has called 
for a. "remedy." 

Tbe Constitution, according 
to the President, does not en¬ 
title gorarament empleym 
entrusted wtdi classified in* 
(nmiAiiAn tn rfivlnve it '*vi(h 

inpunity." Ip other. words, 
the activities of icaportaat 

E overoment officials will 
eneeforth be monitored 
And this has causad a scare: 
one official, deputy defence 
secretary Frank Canucci. has 
vohmianly taken a lie detec¬ 
tor test to prove his inno¬ 
cence. 


Blue fUm 
festival 

An ll-day sei film featival 
was inaugurated in Strath- 
clyda tScotUndl on 12 Janu¬ 
ary this yeer. ITie theiM of 
the fevti^: "Sea and sensual- 
iiy," The star attraction: 
Tcfideniecs of tbe Woho t — 
the film which deals with the 
hemcieeiMl vuapire-rapist of 
Dusseidorf. A Stratchlyde 
coufkcillnr was scandali^: 
''Absolute fihh...| am shock¬ 
ed," 

Nude target 

The €wits Asdsciarton for 
Female Rights was up in 
arms; tkw dignity of women, it 
claimed, hed been offended 
when a few Swiss aoliders 
used a lifesise pinup from 
Pfapbop for targgt praetka. 
The association promptly 
filed a petition ai^inst the 
etHng sMdiers. Rejected by 
two lower courts, the ptiiiion 
was evenioally igken up to 
the Berne Supreme Court re¬ 
cently where the judges gave 
tbe final verdict: A modal 
who poses IB the, nude for a 
magatine "cannot be re¬ 
garded as a repteseotative of 
all wooee.” 

Hite benned 

Shers Hite's bettseUsr ifirc 
RepofT on Mtio SennJity (ex- 
tracu from which were pub¬ 
lished in SimiMv. ^ January) 
has been banned in South 
Africa. Reason? The book is 
of "vkry Uffiittd scientific im- 
pott...(andi seldom rises 
abon physical or even animal 
level, which is offensive to the 
public morals." 


Making sanse 
In Uganda 



Presideni Milton Obotejof 
Uganda has promised that Bis 
governmeni will return all 
private property cogfiscated 
by Idi Amin in 1972 to iha 
original owners. 

Libyan-KOB 

link 

A legal report by a Rome 
judge who indicted the 48 
Ki-il Brigade terrorists 
charged wnh the murder of 
former Italian Prime Minister 
Ado M<ini. has accused ibe 
KGB and Libya of supplying 
arms to them. Acordiog to tM 
Judge this claim Is bksOd h 
staiememsby arrested urban 
guernllai. Arms were sent to 
the Red Brigades via a 
Palestinian organisation (doi 
rhe FLO). The judge also sug¬ 
gested that some Astern bloc 
countiies mi^i have boon in¬ 
volved In the assassination 
attempt on the Pope lest May. 
An investigation into this 
claim is under way. 


Pope M moderatorT 



Poland's military ruler 
General Jaruaelski bas sent a 
persona) letter to the Pope. 
Vatican officials describing 
tbe letter av "important" 
have refused (» reveal it« con. 
tents. General Jaruselski's 
leiier was in reply to the 
Pope's which was delivered to 
the general on 24 Deceml>er 
last war. h is being rumoured 
in Warsaw that the Pope will 
soon insiruci the KomoA 
Catholic church to make 
peace between rhe Polish 
military junta and BolKlarity. 
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Why Janapriya? 

S. R. SAHA Dimtof. 


Wi^ th« pnces erf eMentiab skyrock* 
common poopte Have been feel* 
ihg insecure and helpless. A commoner 
h apt to lose his neives when he tries to 
meet ihe daily p>eeds of his family. For 
him living from d^ to day is a night* 
mare, ana saving is a foegooen dream. 

Yet he cannol (ust afford to leave his 
progeny lo a bieak future. 

Bui how can he save, even if he has an 
urge to savef Savi ng for the sake of 
saving has lost its meaning today. 

Asm 1 ^ of a good return, rw can y^ bear 
with the hart^i p of savine sotnethirtg. 

When income remains me same and 
gets eroded in terms of real value, you 
seek to reduce your expenses on items 
that are r>ot very essential, ft is then chat 

S iu become aware of the utility or 
tility of spending your mor>ey in an 
Konomy which has been invaded by 
ever* rising inflation. And simuftaneous- 
ly. you think of making some provision 
for your near and dear ones, doubt, 
you know that little drops of rain will 
make an ocean tomorrow. 

The lanapriya people scatiered all 
over the country are frying Their best to 
motivate common people lo save. In 
season or out of season, they go out to 
tell the iieople that saving is good in 
Itself. For who is so sore that he will 
never be in an unforeseen situation^ 

Our men are always there to help you 
lo develop thb hab*i nf thrift, so that you 
are acciAlomed to save something re^ 
ulady. lANAPRIYA gives you the safety 
and secunly for you r i nvestment in it 
saving schemes JANAPgIYA schemes 
yreld profitable returns and help your 
deposHs to grow in safety and secunly, 
lANAPftlYA b yourcompany artd It 
thrives on y<wgoixfwtli. because it is 
solvent and depemlable.. The frfe*of* 
cost, additional benefits in the shape of a 
< over on accident mk on the lives of the 




Mf9it’99en^t 


Ability of 
the Disabled 

P. C. OAS 



Mf. 7. P. BhjfrMf»ryyj. Om/oe m » 
mfHmg it Mgg! B4i4r^ 


c«iiifi(‘a(«<SoUi«r> urvier group »nsur* 
anc9 and the janaia Pef^nal Accident 
In^urarKC are M>rw uf Ihie extra aRraC' 
tions. lANAPRI YA extendi accidpnt be¬ 
nefits on liberal lerm^ toiHe rural 
population also under its Cramir> Polky. 
Accidents are unpredictable. Their 
vrshatlon is wiiKwl any indication, that 
is why lANAI'ftlYA has arranged a la»r 
coverage for such an u n f oret e en c ir* 
cumstance. jANAPfUYA intends to stand 
by the side of ihe breadwinner of a 
family with its risk coverage schemes. 
lANAWIYA would not like to see the 
dependants of an only breadwinner go 
to rack and ruin. This is exactly why 
|Ahf APSIYA is becoming popular day by 
day. 

there is another side to savings. These 
savings have open^ up job opportuni¬ 
ties for thousar^s, inst^ of mr>g idle. 
The unemployed pMple of the focal ity 
will be happy to note that ll^ can ha^ 
fair means« earning iheir livelihood. 
There are examples of young men 
were once unemployed but are now 
working as representatives of the com¬ 
pany . they form the bed rock of our 
mslitutk>n. for they go from door to door 
and ask pmie to save by small instah 
menc. ’^tsnas. thus, assured many 
people of their livelihood during rainy 
days. A small savir^today will grow to 
be a sound saving tomorrow. This is 

what 1ANAPKIY A is dm ng locka v and that 
is why ^/lapriya is expanding fast. 

last but not least, M us not forget that 
your saving invesiH in jANAPftJYA 
Schemes will not onh bersefit you. but 
wifi abo help rhe people and me nation. 
Who breathes thew who doesn't waru 
his own country to prosper? Your im¬ 
age—the image of your safety, security 
aM prusperity—4 the fANAPRIYA 
Image. 


fANAPRIYA does rm go by the maxim 
of lust for profit and savings. The more il 
has grown ilw keener has beers its sense 
of social responubii Kies which no orga- 
niution. corporate or nors-corporaie, 
can bypass in the moriem world. Among 
Ns other social responsibilines, lANAP- 
RIYA has aho n-sporrded to the iNTTR* 
NATIONAIYCAR Of THl OtSABlCO. 
Four out of a itimber of insiances will 
show how It pays Ns modest sirKere 

respect to the ireem ati ersal enon to starsd 
by the Side of the millions of people who 
are disabled for rto fauH of di^ own. 

Instances:— 

First. Miss Maniu Oas. 21. belongs to 
a di a re s s c d family, to a train acciderM 
two years ^ she lost her Ml leg from 
the knee Mnt. iwo fin g ers from her Ml 
and one nf>ger hum hm rjghi hands. She 
managed to pass School Hnal examina¬ 
tion. 9>e uses a wooden leg. fANAP¬ 


RIYA gave her a work in ib orunisation. 
She comes r^larly to a ricksnaw all the 
way fmm Ra>arhat where she lives with 
her parents. 

Secorrd, Sikha Kar, 19, fell prey to an 
attack of pol iomyelitis when sw was 
only lOmonthsoldand her left side was 
piralysed. Her father is a clerk in Saxtw 
Farmer. She too passed the Madiwamik 
examif\ation (school leaving certlficaie). 
lANAPRIYA gave her a chance and she 
has come out successful. 

Third, Krishna Ray, 26, did her gra¬ 
duation in arts irnpile of her handicap¬ 
ped left leg which is inordinately shen as 
a result of a fall from the cot when she 
was only six months old. Her father ii on 
the staff of Grant Advertising Wiihar> , 
employment in lANAPRIYA she Is r>ow 
sen-reliant. 

Fourth is Mbs Sulochana Kumari 
Awaslhi, 2 2, and a resideni of Saharan- 
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Ac^fti90frt9rn fealun 


It is, said (hat a rupee saved »s ivw« 
valuable than o tuptt cormimec^M 
savi HR for (he sake saving has ^le 
meanin]^. The context in which Mng 
has been a dire rseed is ihtf life hgs 
become increasingly irisecuiv. With art 
increase ir^ the averatt IHe sparu 
accidental death has oeen far leo im- 
probabe than it was twenty years ego. 
That is why people want to do some* 
ihina and take to some kind of saving 
that keeps the anxiety away. A little 
savirtg adds strer»glh to deMndants in 

a hime against hMvy odas that may 
low from acctdenta I death. IAN AP* 

Rl YA has devised a rtumber of schemes 
of saving and their popularity has been 
almost p W iomenal. 

Lei us icK>k «i the ca^ of Mrs. 

Sailatttia Naih whose husband, Dhusa- 
san Naik, had a fatal fall from a tree a 
year ago ar>d succumbed to hn trfjunes. 
hut Ohusdsan had luckily opted for a 
saving scheme under fAKAPRlYA Un* 
fortunately, he did noi live long after 
having deixiMied a sum of ur>lv Rs. SO 
out of a policy for Rs. 10OU/-. lANAP- 
RIYA took up the case with alacrity, with 
the result thtf Mrs. Naik leceivcd Ra 
13,050. This enabled her chitdrtn and 
hewlf to face the catastrophe. May be 
the amount is loo small to Wp them 
alive for long. But what would have 
happened had Ohiisasan not opted for 
the scheme at allf Moreover. Mrs, Naik 
could also think of making some ktnd of 
investmeni )us( to ensure a regular cam* 
Ing for herself. Now, could it n possible 
without lANAPRIYA^ 

Again, Mrs. Draupadi Devi wa»the 
nominee of C^ndrabali Singh who aho 
met an Kodenial death Iasi year. 



fVAloaCnb.bme-- 

ipherte'Ra. 14,tgC elmqR 
a week after all die dbctRnentt 
hadfieen placed. 

AocMems may occur in g r d om ta en 
ways. At times there are imenbonaf 
deaths too. Suicidal death has pracbcal- 
ly nd seeson, Setf<hoseR deam, known 
as suicide uften takes away preciM 
human lives. lANAPRiYA is always 
guided by a humanitarian and liberil 
view in such matteis. The case of Mrs. • 
Versha ^ni Kapoor may be pointed out 
lo show how she was ten in m lurch 
when her husband Ved Prakash Kapoor 
comfnilftd suicide because of a severe 
mental imbaUoce. But in this case also 
lANAPRIYA gave her a cheque for Rs. 3, 
b40 soon alter the formairties were 


compiled with. 
Alltf 


thi« is done in an incrediblv short 
lime For lANAPRiYA to brook no delay 
In these matters is the first principle, as 
delay means denial. It has been fighting 
a c rusade ever cinre it came into eaisi • 
erKf three years aip>. 

Another instance ; NajR Sardar who is 
by far a culbvator never knew how to 
sas«or«^iosave! An agent of 
IANAPRJYA once went lo nis hut and 
asked him to save something for future, 
(xhonation over, Naiit invented a small 
sum of Rs. 50 in lANAPRiYA retucianly 
enough. One day he went out to Chulka* 
li Carw (near Sunderbans) for fishing 
and was killed by a tiger there. lANAP* 
RtYA offered his wife, Smt. Kanan Bala 
Sardar,« cheque for Rs 15.000 and his 
total endowment sum of Rs. 600. Could 
Snmati Sardar have got any money if 
lANAPRIVA hadn't been dtete' 



Mr A. f. ittMfty. Aidm^artt in</ 
Mr P i\ Scfl. OfffCtoe giving awa/ 
rAeotiA. 

pur. She had lost two fingers of her rigN 
hand. But she picked up 50 words a 
minuie in typing and gut a chance in 
lANAPRtYA lo prove her mettle. 

lANAPRiYA aims at utilising (he 
poteniialihes n( these handicapperJ but 
very efficient persons. As an entrep* 
reneur. lANAPRiYA wants to pul them to 
an assignment which gives them Ihe 
feeling that they are earning their salaries 
by dint of merit and are not living on 
doles. When in our rime all waste 
prodtK t^ are turned into wealth by 
scientific ar>d techookigicjl process, 
why shouldn’t the hidden talents and 
exiraordinary senses rif (he disabled be 
gi ven a broad Kope to unfold f Who 
ooesnT know that they possess 
tremendous (.apacity of utilising the 
other senses arid organs much more * 
subtly than those who are (ihysically 
normaif After all. nothing is nobler than 
trying to build (he world anew with (he 
e^ortv oi iKgh Ihe physically able arvj 
ihc disabled. 


Mr S. '•tiiu. , 1 / Kri^hfunfMO Hi ^i*Mf 
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left * Ftao/ K(><fO, i/h- tAfJttift 

mtMtey fOghr Wj/w 4» >V.»w'/l itt ruts/A\ / i.0^0 
kje .n cxirfUtfi <if4fh fi.hifH‘ni 


Any ooe (rom amongst ihe divtM 
persons can approach the jANAPRtYA 
manaMrmmt fgrnivhin| aJI information 
in thclol lowing mann«f: 

I N,it>«* 

J KHhor's'Miisband '.Njrm' 

\ AtMrc^s 

4 fatht^'s-hunband s 

(Xcupiiiion 

5 Age 

It f <Kjc alicma I (ah I u a1 k>ii 
7 (}t1vH^u*iliikaiK>nv 
0. NyinlxTol family Mtfnbcr^ 

II Rrotlicrs with 
i») Sis(*^s with 

NumlK*r of karniOK members 

wiihilit.iiK 

iiM,mu* 

< Ki giMiuir 

lncoi»g 

liiNaim* 

<Hcup.nmo 

fmorm’ 

t(l. Ncl liKonu* III Family 

II [K'*^ig>lion of Olsabihty 

A Pbyvn ,t\ I H'formilY 

12. KeaM)h ol Uiyability 

I i Ary grant irom GuNt. cir 

Semi*(^»vl. Concern 

14, Other Ok uments i* iiny 

IS ( onificale tor Local 

M.t.A. or ArKhal Pradhan 

WITNtSS : 

% 

{Signaiure ot ^ Applicant 


Acldre« ; 


fANAPRlYA wit) sct««n all the ap¬ 
plications and lr> 10 employ as many 
persom as possible for etlher otfke worV 
or field work. 


P K Sen. lirsancedireckKof ianap- 
riy«i Fmance arvf Indv>ir«a1 Investmm 
tlmlia) limited said during an interview. 

* We have four c ardiry I prinr iples that 
{work as ftui^hnec lor .inylhmg we 
undertake These are VISUALISATION, 

I IhFfC If NC Y. SWff TMSS arsd C( )O0- 
Will And we we 10 It rhat each of these 
ponciples keeps muviM us forward for 
ever. ‘ BuT what wav H ify t mof ivaied 
him and hi$ colleguev lo lake up vuch a 
cbaltengewhirh. if met, wasbaupM 
I wii h powibilii levf He said. * Vast area of 
k the courury with b60 nuIlKin mouths is 
I slill outside what is called the monetised 
sector Indeed, juvertlhepresemsyviem 
' of savings ilui are outside the < luiches of 
usury, one out uf every 1100 persons, on 
I a rough eMimaie. gets Ihe chance ul 
[ saving thrtmgK the monetised channel 
I We are. dse^ore. convinced that if only 
a vma II trac tion ol this vast untapped 
wrior could be mobilised. lANAPRIYA 
wDuU surely embark on Use path ki 
sue coss and grow from strength hi 
' Mreniph. Ihrs besides, we have a very 
1 favourable poiM. Al I of our schemes are 
! baskally employment generating vers- 
turtK for which ^re would vurefy be a 
masive social support * 

•Moreover*, Ihe |AN APRIYA lop offi- 
cral wimton, *ri was left ihat lac k- 
' adaisical manner of funcbuning ot the 
pubi ic sector savir^ organisations in 
genial were like Ine non-banking finan¬ 
cial instits^ions^ We made up our minds 
vs put up before (he ordinary people a 
; clean and workable ima^. We have 
. been issuing deposil ceftificates to ihe 
' puW IC for varying face values in lieu of 
: regular instalment payment and upon 
[ maiufitv. We are paying the certifK ait- 
; holderv Use face valuev. m addil ion lu 
I the bonus a*- deiermirwd kx a partn ulat 

i year. This we arv doing by pljnnusg in 
a^ance-which has si^ us in goud 

The Other benefits that attract the 
•vtfll deposdors are, as Mr. Sen lofd me. 
are an naurance cuver. which each of 
them would get against fire or acctdcni. 
lanaprlya schemes are Kkemk al lo Table 
21 of ihe life Insuraocb Corporal ion of 
India. Headdetf. ‘ These dc'pwo are 


invested m a numlier oi set ttKv, even If 
then* life high inks Bur (Hif long-range 

cjbieiiivr iuuhms ihi'iiskukon " 

Asked ahnui ihe i 'Xfn*' u*nr e ihr< iggh 
wHmh iANArifiYA h.ii< w^rn' Ki athieCe 
an ailHmiliMc mg tiiuni(>ii. Mr Sen said. 
'This IS railKV tliriicult to say. because 
some ol Ihe sieps were clearly visualised 
by us while for others wv had to fail back 
on individual resources and take an 
onahe-spot dec rsKsn. For mvtance. we 
have made n clear ihai curreni liabtiKies 
of thecertilit aivholdi^r are (ully se¬ 
cured, because iHjr avset^ an* placed in 
guvemmeni vet unrim arvi fixtd ck^popts 
in natmnaUsed banks jANAHKIYAisnot 
engaged in spec u lai ive |k at u< vs like the 
non-lMrikingfinaiKial inUitulions. This 
has helped us lu gerH*ialetonfidence 
among our ilpprisirors and also robe 
with them in lighting rKwerty, uncm- 
ploymenr and accidimul situations. To¬ 
day we have over 6 lakh ptjlit y holders i 
asagainst IS.OUUin 1V7*i This apart, j 
Ihere are over UKi.OCIO persons directly 
or indirectly employed with JANAf • 

RIYA 

|AN APRIY A phtmormMion is two-fold. 

I rrst. It IS afsacc^seiter in business 
venture, and sih und. it hamiuniveseco* . 
nomic obHK tivt* with v < ta i ob)ecl >w. ' 

With 4s offii 4's all rsver the country 
^>d having ovtr IOCIO persons on Ihe 
stall, 1ANAF*RIYA is progressing very 
welt in faipur. Ahmraabad, becundef- 
Artd. Vishakapalnam and other places. ] 
bevide>, of course, big Cities like Calc ul- [ 
la, Bornbay. Delhi and Madras, ttdoes : 
not claim to be the first organisation of 
Its type, but Its innovative ways have set ; 
an example a Ire.idy 

lANAPRlYA has a nH-'*'ap' And that 
Is rhal in thc-eftitiemv arnl mihspensa- 
ImIiK ol non-bjnkinghranc idi inMiUi* 
Uunv lies i vast but uneKpiored ptjienlial 
so essential fc« enth using i he able and 
the disabled countrymen to arise and act, 
for Ihe sake of their own wel I- hei ng. And' 
I AN APRI Y A shall nol rest till it has 
spread ns message lo those uf them who 
forgotten io emov a I warty laugh ai | 
the end of a day'shard loll. Thai is its 
wafUT I 












6IHB suNiwr mPEmr secotm 

S hiuifi KristiMa has tikan i 
the whole iBdusrn by 




/TarriaR isitot a 
XVXprobim for to 
artiste iJ she has talent* 
sasrs /lyasudhe who is doing 
very well in her career even 
after her marrlaie. Unlike 
others srers, whose careers 
here mffer^ after their 
Berriiges, Jayesudhe is 
going strong and is just is 
lucctaaful now, after the 
marriaga, as she was bafore 
it. 



JirasuOAe: oemege is m , in« i tu 

l^latnr^ wluchtim. 

C- sent cofflM 

Tayema/MB who had been fitm Kariiai 

J t^jog with tbe idea of ring Raj Xu 

constrtictint a cinena hall offica. 

in Madras, is apparantly 
very serious about the pro* ijeceotl) 

jM. Already the plans have ^ 

reached the final stage' and ^P?o< 
tbe star has d^i^d on a Instead of ( 

name too; Ktrimirimma, af* ^he star t}ui 

ter her favourite goddess. mi the si 

magaone, i 

N ow that Suhasini has and so on. i 
obtained a first class di* journalist t 

C ne in photography she is opportunii 

nd to make it to the top. the nurabei 

Already she has been starred in.' 

chosen to be the director of reply. “Ob, 

[ hotojraphy for the Tamil My magasu 

ilm, Polkt. Police It may cure interr 

not be long before she be* unless they 

comes chefirst fuhfledged 20 films,” a 

cetBcrawoman in tbe isi. Natural 

country. was cancel 

jayana/mr. now in the constrvcrjon business 


^ the whole induerry by 
surprise by pu^hasing a 
house for nenetf with just 
one filit^Paiwfr PusApa* 
gal—to her name. How did 
she manage it? It rvimed out 
thet she bMght the house 
with the adveaee she has 
collected froas various pro* 
ducers for forthcoming 
films she will be acting in. 
Sheoti is perhaps sitting in 
her tsew bouse now, wonder* 
ing how on eertb she is 
going to accommodate her 
ceil Meets. 

L ike the sons of the actm 
of the Sonbayfilm in¬ 
dustry, sons of south Indian 
stars too are emenng the 
film world. N.T. Raoiareo'i 
son BelaJcrisAoe, Vriayj Afir* 
male's sen Ne/eiA XuSBer. 
ICrij/iiM's son Ramesh. and 
MurburaiMn'i son Kmhik 
have all made their debuts 
in fihns. lUj Remaps son 
Lohir has also entered the 
Kannada film industry. In 
(act, iheflljn fbsvyemrhe. 
which stars tohh. u at pre* 
sent competing with the 
film KeriiarAs Simha, star¬ 
ring Raj Kumar, at the boa 
office. 

n ecently a )ounulitt 
Xxrang up Radha to fii an 
appointment with the star. 
Instead of giving him a data, 
the star t^uiised the Journal* 
lit on the stature of the 
magaone, its circulation 
and so OB. Eiiuperated, the 
journalist took (he first 
opportunity to ask Radha 
the number of films she bad 
starred in. Twelve, came the 
reply. “Ob, that is loo little. 
My magasine does not fea¬ 
ture interriews of artistes 
unless they have completed 
20 films,” said (be joum^ 
isi. Naturally, the interview 
was cancel!^ on tbe spot. 




A AirifromEk Duaje Ke Uye.' en ail (tee hir 


TATHoievcrsaid that 
ff Raakbi and X>eep(f 
Ndval don't see eya to eya 
and each shuns s film tbe 
ether ii starriM m. tn the 
film SArteen S»hmntt, 
directed by Ragf Reddi, not 
only have the stars agr^ 
to act with one another, but 
there seems to be perfect 
coordEna&oo betwRn the 
two^ 



fUakhf ead Oeepn oo (he sen 
of Shrimai Shrimatl 


Tndustriitistt wept and 
Xecoeomists cried their 
hearts out ovm the reces¬ 
sion in the Indian film in¬ 
dustry. But filmmakars and 
producen, especially these 
ei Bmnbey, did not feel the 
pains. Demte tbe odds, 
more Hinm films were prth 
iucad In that bad, bad year: 
1991. Consider (ha numberr 
1)4 agiiam only t2€ in 1980. 
WhoeWfsaid “Thareisno 
business like show busi- 
ness,” was rigbil 


TAThile the industry made 
Vv it good, product 
actors end eciresses dio not 

S I haves field day or 
Id I say. s field year. 
First, three cheers to the 
young roni nric hero (mm 
down South: JCamtiebasan. 
Hii movie, £k Duuje Xe 
IJrr was a boa office luc- 
caai. Among other films 
which did well were; Sai 
Paranipe*s CAesb/ne Bud- 
door. R. Dtmrmirnfi Chak¬ 
ra aod Garth Cyan. Tears 
should be shed for Yash 
Chopra who see;T)s down but 
is dminitely not yei out, 
although he had two succes¬ 
sive flo^: ihemuch- 

E iblici^ 5/fsxfe and 
aJrAcNfa. Among the actors. 
AmitaUr and .feetendra, 
had then share of flops. 
While Jeetu had two films 
Raksha and XAooit Xi ftish- 
to—which broimht his rat¬ 
ings down horribly-Ami* 
tabh Bachchao had only B>7- 
aila to pin him down. Mar> 
aai*s dream marriage did 
not seem to be lucky either. 
His Aes Paas, Professor 
Pyarelel and Kndhi did not 
do too welt. 


Tbe top ten hits from Bon* 
bay in 1911; 

EkthivieXeUye 

Laawarii 

Kranti 
Lo^'e Story 
Meri Aewai Su/to 
Chashme Juddoor 
Chakra 
RkHiBbool 
Cerbh Cyan 
Kaalia 










Suqfiayutdt n 


AMRITUL 


Beginning 7 Petmjary 


01 A»fN -.14 Mav» Ut 

i;r*?rtpyow majllion bt your bum)« 
T lhi$ wMk «il um out 10 

i vory fevourM ooa tor 
Sivwil nooliw eobor- 
1un«M MH IhOM in MTACO. Votf «Hort9 
tr» tMy to bi tuecMohjI you wil win 
lh» prbiH of pMoii who mtflor Thoao m 
builnMS ar« Mk«ly to omor Mo now Ooob 
Howovor. koep 0 etooo wolcH on your MUh. 
lot H nc( mv Iho woi*row3 which promiuo to 
hoop you busy. M Mot 7. 10 ond 13. 
Udiy nooiNn: i. S and 9. Fovounilo Me 
IIn: SouVi 

B TMmuS 119 Moy-^n Jooi) A 
wooh M of oopohuMOoe Wo 
ihood o< you. Acodom cn rw 
ort Hholy to moM 9000 pro^* 
roil n tho profoctsyou hovoot 
hind. You ifo odviaod to ronow your ecrv 
tocio with poopio m h^h ptoeoi md mM 
uoo ol ffioir oudQOObono Howovor. moho 
luro you do not mil wom with pioomro Do 
not bo put on It you moot opponbon from 
oidorty mombofi ot tho tamiv. Kooo 0 
wolchlul oyo on your hoMh 6M Moi: 9 . 
10 ond 12 UtW Mibon: 2, 3 ond $ 
FivoonM OOfcOofi: Eou. 

QIMlNt (19 Jooo -14 
Moko tact ond pobonco your 
^ j ^pMttfiwordi dll wooh ond you 
}pj nHoio khoty 10 hovo your «oy 
^ C^^Atfwco from oidoriy momoort 
o( tho Ivmiy moy bo woicoriod tor iNs is 0 
wooK tor miking important doosions. Do not 
get camod owoy by your l OOmingly good 
fortune end gno m to your oalrovagoni 
tendencies Do riot toko yoiK fnonds tor 
grontod Keep 1 ctooo woich on itio hooan of 
yourtarnty Bold loin: 9 .11 ond 13 . Lachy 
Moibon: 6 . 7 ond 0 . FmorMo 4 lroetl«i; 
Weal 


L£0 (II thpB 14 lopMw} 

• not • very tvi^ weak 
/^torromoneo prottaniyou oro 
'U going ip hovo ngorddig mot* 
b//tfQ«Oiors ol dio hooft aro hhoty id 
put 0 votnondpui morml prooiuro on you. 
You wi nood 0 giM doai of momal oiron^ 
ond ooaniM Id Ode wor doe wook. fry 
Id rnamiam your mmlii OQdMim Tho 
proloooenof front n hordly Itoly IP bring you 
Mco. PropoRy monoro on Poly lo coum 
you addbM probiomo Seed Me I. 10 
Mid lMPMri:3,IM7 NoooiM 
BfOWH: Nomoooi 


VWMdltMMf 14 (M 
M A very buoy M hocic 
[otf ^^ ^woohwinotoroforyou Now 
\^1fnondohbio aro 01 the otRrg 
. r Hoiwouor> do not pm your 
hopoi on 0 inond ol dn copoono oos' 
romenco and momago ore not woo dyo i od 
•bs wook Thooo oppoinng for oxonma* 
hone ore hkaly Ip have M on your M A 
tovnoy you hivo boon woHrtg lor moy bo 
wndodokor^ oroM dto mddP Of doe wook. 
Watch your Mh. M Mi: 9.12 M13. 
luefcf mmUn 1 . 4 or4 9 FiwofM M> 
M: North wd Sotfh 

OcMow-U Mom- 
pTra^PE^borl C n odro ortott. tn 0 an 
|s»?Ksaoai.oion wook Ipr you A now 
Mognmont m Btoly to como 
yom woy You oro adwood 10 
octopi t and wm do prakio of poopio di high 
plocoo Tho Aroncol dm looka bnght' you 
»o kkaly Ip god through inhorCanco A 
Mcrat motor o gong 10 progiooo. A vory 
good wook lor romonco so make k4 uoo of 
4 Some of yOtf procsoig problano w« bo 
lolwod M Ml: 10. 12 end 13. Utty 
MOibm. 3 , 6 and 7 Fi iwibN Mettoo: 


S CANCED (IS Jily-14 Aopfl) 

This, unfotlunoioty. « not 0 
vory fovouraOlo wook for you 
Buurm 9 irm\ are gomg 10 bo 
docoivod by parirM you 
known for rnany yoors now, Thooo m sorvet 
wtH tind k vory drthcult to piBOSO po o pio m 
authorty. Cofloaguoa w« turn out io bo 
oxtromoty compoMivo this wook A good 
wook IP count on otdom tor ihoir ochneo. ftoly 
on ypur homo tor support. Do not bo 
dhpularvo. Good difts: 7 , 9 and 11 Lashy 
Mimbin: 3 , 6 and a. FoioonHe MiBoo: 
North. 


a UORnO (IS Nmmbof-U JH- 
Mor) Tho wook ahood moy 
noi um out to bo a very happy 
pno. Tho atWudo Ot your 
hionds ond woli*wiohors ie 
■coly Id worry you Oonotbosurprlsodityou 
am shunnod by noor onoa. you VO doslinod 
to spond a to rialy wook dos bmo. Mstakoi 
c o nimiood n dio pool moy tako a homy tod. 
A word Of odvico. toco your probiotns wAh 
CDurogo and icrttudo Ti dion, hnd comton 
in too arms ol your owooihoorl GooddM: 
7. 9 and 11 Lacty aMon: 3. 4 vto 3. 
FaiponWo dMlN* Won. 


cca ^ f ^ SAOTTAKlUt <19 lOBMor 
^ 14 JoiMl TTm wook to pvd- 
\ ^culiily livourabto torlhpoo flM 
^VgU^uAimptoyod and lopking tor a 
iUI vr^ WIdocont carwr. It toaro ore 
axammoiiona and miarvtouri go ahead wito 
confidoriGO Thopo who iro omptoyad wttl 
gtonknanctadydHwook It thoro mo pond- 
mg togv swia. tow to too wook to pursue 
toom: compromtoo with too mgant ond 
oworytoing wdi bo tint. Oo W mvooi your 
hard-oomod money to die cemtoQ montos. 
«0ld Ml: 7. 10 and 12. Laoto MiOtt: 3.9 
and 9. f iiomS to dliPCDii: Uot 
n<l UPWCOM (18 JiMiiy-14 
rM^*^***'T) Financial gamo art to 
e ofl^ toll weak. On too 

IX^._rA^.3domoalto front (her*iMght bo 0 
Baffin /Vyiibor of prebto ma . Profoo- 
Bonasy. howovor. you wdi conanuo to moko 
progro aa . Thoao of you who hive daughtars 
of nwhagoabto o^ wiR have'eama'tor 
worry: dii yottog Qirti might pul up lonvumi 
Your own mgirfal Mo wdi DO plaguod by 
mioundorotondingo. However, do not looo 
ptotonco M lilll: 9. 11 and 13 Utoby 
mMs: 2. 4 and 9 FawofOSto HrpellM: 
Bouthtooat. 

<11 FUrwry^ld 

MM) Thia wook and toocom- 
L^pS^^.mg onoa are poriicularly 
> y)Aa.(^ favoufibio tor young poopio 
OiaaCU and tochniciofti Try to owok 
tooeounooiot d>oootoouthoniy/Though 
you pwgard ttottory btoyond you' digniiy. you 
w« have to taKo rocourM to tool to got your 
work done Yowig P^^tropronom might hovw 
to seek govommom aid 10 siait on ontarphoo 
ot your own. On too protoostonol from, a Ivr 
moiitfo el pregr m is vgnifiod. Pool Mr 
9 . 10 and 12 Ladqr iMon; 2, 4 and 9 
fi MM dUMO: North. 

N^Vir^lPIKES (18 MM-t4 M) A 

pirttoulV incidont it homo 
K^uS^^might cause you anxioiy. As 
\Qx>^..-Souch you wn bo piaguod wSh 
^unnowaavy wornoi on oF 
fronio too wook. Your onomios wiH conapire 
agMtol you and in many instencos outwit 
you. 6 u 1 toa mud not worry you in too 
Mot tor di4 0 only a (oniporary phaio, A 
source of toy tots wook wM bo youi botovod. 
A word of advtoo: try noi to nogioct viy work 
wtkcn dvhtndi ctooo sRontton. Good Mo: 
: 7. 9 and 13 LseSy nnbM: 3, 9 and 9. 
I FtoMrM AioeilM; Wait. 


For hooi born Mwssa 18 Mmary 01114 FoMOfy:Capncomiina VO howow you mi^ fm to sacnfico your otoMrae to haip and 
lovablo poopio. Moot of you wkl gem toe love end Mtoebon cf your etonee ecguauiterKos If you hevo ponding Mtotkons. this M tho yov 
ctooo reisttvoa.oopocialybrQtMrs.Hmiovv. you might budoprirnd to sotl thorn oul TM a tow noka and they wH bonont you. 
of tour tove Hid of fo cl icn auddeniy. On too protoaaionai tiort Vito Meal Capneomians are O odtoerin g Ihia religious boM ol 
yov wW bo one of imonoo octMiv many of you nught hove to go cn mnd. ond too faun m 3pd. you wM be M to undertake and achiovp 
shpR buoineoa Pipe olion. So. Do propered Try to bo to. eny si<coes *1 virtuoky any omorprtoa. This ireH acouirod fmn your 
compMton. ospooaily !l R eon co ms on ailmoni of too hoort ohouto mpihors wi aland you in good otoed n your tuiuro. Moot of you ore 
bo atlondod 10 pror** 0 liv 9ocouoo ol your hotokH nokot, mooi ot you outspoken and 0 4 porhopo tor thio franknoaa that many, in your own 
wHi be to the gM booka cf Wonds. rolotrvoo and noighOours. Ofien. tomiy. do not hko you 
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Brush vour teeth with Colgate after 
every meal. It protects you |ust the way 
dentists recommer^d aM over the world. 

Becteria grow in food particles left 
between your teeth. These can cause 
bad odour and. later, painful decay. 

So always brush the Colgate way right 
after eating. Ifs proven most effecti'/e to 
freshen your breath, whiten your teeth, 
.and fight decay. 


Colgete hae the freeh. minty teete that makee bniehing a plaaeure 


‘^Den^cream 

How Cofeatt'e truetad formula worke 

Odour and decay causmg 
bacteria grow in food particles 
trapped between your teeth. 

Coleatf’i unique active foam 
reaches deep to remove dsngeious 
food perticiH end becterii. 

The result: ettrictive white teeth, 
frestvoreeth confidence, 
protection against decay. 


Stop bad breath. 
Fight tooth decay 

vmColgate 


OuitalCrum 


ec.d.u.eo 







No fiats or orders by the imioo 
aovemment or courts can do away 
with the working people's siruule 
for the preservation of democratic 
rifjits —JyntiBasu 

Prom now on, I am going io keep my 
lips shut—Babasatob ohoMle new 
of Mahara^tra, whose way* 
ward tongue has often landed him 
in trouble 


There ts nothing wrong about get- 
ting power. Bui there is everything 
wron^ misusing power-<-Chandrt 

In spite of hii bulk, perhaps be¬ 
cause of it, Hr Vajpayee's slow 
process from Deoli viliege ...to 
Sadnnpur left a mark—Ajii Bhot* 
cacharjea in fodian Express 

It lAniulay's resignation) is a new 
war’s gift to the people—A. B. 
Vajpayee. 

On the whole we trv not to have 
double stand ardi^Lord Carring* 
ion, British loreign secretary, after 
admitting that western countries 
usually adopt double standards. 

It uhe World Bank) is not in the 
business of redistributing wealth 
from one sei of countries to another 
set of countries. It is nut the Robin 
Hood of the international financial 
set—A. W. Clausen, World Bank 
president. 


They (Pakistan National Security 
Council members) ar» just stam* 
pars—Mrs Nusrat Bhutto. 


fn the name of democracy, demo¬ 
cracy was murdered, end under the 
pretext of democracy, people had 
been killed—Zia uJ Huq referring 
to past democratic governments in 
Pakistan. 

If you attack the government m 

C iwor and that too Uirecilv, I do not 
now what the censors will do. 1 
think there will Iw trouble—Suiya 
jit Rav. 
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C MtftOffiACKX ’ S 16 NEP. ACNj '' 


PEAS ACMINE, OmibO^O ElTMES 
ON£..^ SEE HDJS VEr...HE iiULL 
MElP m ID TEACM YOUR P06 TO 
STOP JUMPING CM SDU.. 
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Aristocrat. 

Leodinq o coiourfui life! 



Oo uhat you plrasc. T.ven (h<* Vihrrior* 

Aristocrat is the soul of discretion! come to vour rfs<ue. 


After all smith An'slocrat Wh«*n y<>i> qt»l in rtir>\i* 

nothing yivTs way. Or Is yivers away! quietly away! 

7 he loc Ks hold. 

TtM‘ ( haoncis stay firni 


Because oil lurjq< y]C' 


IS f 1' ' fO'iC' 1 I' ;i K ) 



















COMICS 




mom 


brOOSCMNV 

wrfUOEUZO 


rt% 4tfym%!!S 








•»- 


ir* i 




W^k 


«VNT «AN’T TOv ««V«A.b 

r«w« •KKtT « 


•aCAwM 

ir« A 
tiCMt* 






J 




> 


N.‘ 






•»» 




m • «M4 «• 

4# A4T 9mUv6* 

^ Wmhsm an» 

«• n ex t 

^ ki/Ttf^r 










7 






s 9»] 






%0 ^ i 


\ * 




ay ^ 








»»«• 

*AMibr f 
•*<•#•( 
*^tT bb U 

WM«i(» 

a«Ar-/ 


m <Awk» 
^«**VK 
Ci^T Ki« 


*7/ - 




CM M 

CA^CviiMIN'S ’ 


M 00*N« <1 

# J 

M« VM MU*» 



'MV %'■'/* 


•*#; 


■ ■•j^'W..', ;■,. , , n 
wW* - v.<v- 

• •<• 4 
. •* ' ’V 


■S'. ^ 


niu 

•M( T«M ' 
rntm Mr ea tmi («m 
MO0N.AH* l««nJTC« 
c\/r tHiM f* A 
Pbiopla. Awtiflart 
t» P^h a u 


.* i4 


.«v - a .• 


’SSssit 


A*9iai«. I 
VVv MMM MT TO 
■4M« M Atm* 
w*4f» IV ufc*«4 
W KKLA jO 


\ 


iu/)i 





((uurism and civil HvUtioni and Mr likeljr that Mr Khunhid Alan Khan 
C. M Stepltfn(cominumca(ioiu). In and Mr Yufiendra Makwana nay 
th« recent reshuffle, both these Ret independent charie of murium 
ministers have been proeided with and civil aviation ana cummunica* 
flew miniMm uf state and it is tkms. respectively. 


DELHI DIARY 


ANOTHER CABINET RESHUFFLE BEFORE BUDGET SESSION? 


WAS the reshuffle of IS January 
the final one before the budget 
aesaion? Most probably not. The 
much talked about change that did 
not materialise, was in the hoote 
portfolio. Giani ?.aii Singh, it was 
said, waj to be replac^ by Mr 
Narasiiaha Rao. But Mr Rao, who 
has been Mrs GaodhiS trouble 
shooter in Runjab and Maharash* 
tra, could not be moved out of the 
fore^ office on the eve of the 
Pakistani foreign minister, Mr 
Aaha Shahi’s visit to New IklhL 
vmich begins on 29 January. With 
the budget wmiua iiarting on Ih 
February, it is especied that the 
cabinet may undergo another 
round u( changes anytime alter the 
visit of the Pakistani minister is 
over. Mr Nausimha Rao*$ moving 
to home affairs, of course, would 
not mean that (iiani Zail Singh 
would be dropped He is likely to 
move to atHKher portfolio. But the 
axe may fall on Mr A. P. Sharma 


Nsrjumfu Rau may w«/f get Heme {jientji. Sm dr none at 


"CM" SHIV RAJ PAUL 


QALADHARIS' 


MR Shiv Raj Patil has become a 
'*CM" after all. No, he could not 
become the chief minisier of 
Maharashtra, the post for which be 
was fancied for a long time. But as 
tha commerce minister, in the offi* 
ciel files of his ministry, he will be 
referred to as the ''CM.” With Mr 
Patil missing the boat to Bombay, 
one IAS officer has missed an in- 
terpsting hatirkk. He is Mr Ashok 
Pande. the special wm%m of Mr 
PariL who has now moved to cum- 


meriv from defence along with his 
minister Mr l^nde, the eldest sun 
inlaw of irrigation minister Kedar 
Pande, hns omh the SA with the 
Mida< luucb for both his previous 
ministers. He was the SA to Mr J. B. 
Patnaik. who went from the centre 
to Orissa as chief minister. Then he 
was attached to Mr T, Anjiah He 
too went as chief minisier lo 
Andhra Pradeeh. Had Hr Patil been 
given the Bombay gaddr.Mr Pande 
would have scored a hat trick. 




THK Friends circle of (he Galadhari 
brothers of Dubai has increased. 
Among the prominent new friends 
thev have recently acquired in the 
capital are two journaUsts-Kine 
from a suuthrrn newspaper and the 
other a prominent news agency 
man The third, a younuter, is 
working in the vouth block, which 
Houses, among irthers. the Prime 
Minister's office. 


THE irrepressible Mr Kaipnath Rai 
WAS jubiknt when be learnt about 
his appointment as minister, albeit 
only as a deputy. After being sworn 
in Mr Rai rushed to the AfCCtll 
office at Akbar road. "Rahan bar 
meri security? Kahan hat meri 
di? Dekho mein sabse baaif A?C- 
I) raein gy» tha aur vahse pahJe 
mantn banke J» raha hoon (Where 
are my security guards? Where is 
my official car/ 1 was the last to 
come here as a general secretary 
and I am the lint to depart as a 
minister).” Apparently, even a 
junior post in the government was 
enough to please Mr Rai. In the 
past, party general secretaries have 
gone to tM government at least as 
ministers of state. Mr Kaipnath Rai 
IS the fim one to go u e deputy 
minister. And he Joins the par 


liamentary affairs minist^. which 
already has three other mtusterv— 
Hr Bhiafana Narayan Sin^, Mr P. 
Venkitisubbiah and Mr Halli* 
kariun> 


MAKWANA ON TOP 

YOCENDKA Makwana was on 
tour in ihe Lakshadweep islands 
when ihe reshuffle came and he 
was sent to communications. The 
very next day. the morning news 
bulletin of All India Radio carri^ a 
statemeot issued by Mr Hakwlna 
from Lakshadweep, promising bet¬ 
ter commuoications faciliiies for 
the group of islands, 

TAILPIECE: The 20 January issue 
of the SertwfgJ Herehi had the 
predictable lead announcing that 
cbe bandh had flopped miserably. 
The faci that the baodh did find 
response among many sections of 
the people was proved, among 
other things, byjhe fact that the 
only paper tn appear ip Delhi that 
day was the Nanooat Herald, 

D. E. NIZAMUOOIN 






ii 








AV 




Ji 






•y.'ri- 


ill!! 


•i% 


bdia-Eogland 

Sixth Test Match 
30th Jan-4th Feb 




y M 


*' .'V'. rV' 
*, . ^ ^ • F ' 


• ■ ■■*/»* * . > ' 


( ' 


Our Score; 1731, not out 




cwgtritt.ow 5 costiDMa. 

A pky GriM BMk It Iww* 4iMi'l CM k«kte I 


^ Tht Ckarttrtd iank 
ftmclani Oiarttrtd Bank CfOHp 




OTHE 
TOP 
UIETLY 




* ^ I 




V‘ 




»*• ■ ^ 


I 






'i. 


B 


if} •.. 


» f 


ft- 








% 


X 


•v' 






rf^ 




r\ 


1H 




4'jr 


A Tale 

of Two 
Villages 







umipian 

has 23 vital foods 





. V 




a 




-f. 






f 


GfOwino children have 
special neede, since 
they normelly complete 
most of their prowlh 
by the age of 15 or 16. 

Thef s why your children 
need COMPLAN—now. 

COMPLAN not only has 
proteins (20%)but also 
the best proteins (milk proteins) 
children can gel. It also contains 
22 other vital foods that 
children need in their growing 
years. Remember. COMPt.AN is the 
planned food most recommended 
by doctors. 

COMPLAN comes in delicious 
Chocolate, Cardamom-Saffron and 
Strawberry flavours^and also Plain. 
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32 PAGE BOOKIFT 

'TheCornpleta Family Nourishment Quide. 
Please write, er^closing a SO p. stamp, to: 

Post Bag No. 161II. (Comp) 0*i6 
Bombay 40C02S 


-the complete planned food 
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Bring home these moments with Cadburv^s Chocolates 

















This power station 
can give you as much electricity 
as the Bhakra Nangal dam 
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Thto 'power station* fepretenta the 
etliineted amount of dectrid^ our couRby 
could save on luting alone. liKiedItae but 
true. 

It can actually be obtained putting 
to use the new breed of power saving lamps 
that die lifting inchistiy has evolved. 

Howettscthc wfl tak'poMcr Mtoabe? 

The new breed of high^^kiency 
lamps gives the same U^t output but 
consumes less energy man the lamps tt 
replaces. With die consumption \evth 
reduced by thousands oi megawatts there 
will be a saving of CTOres of rupees in future 
investments. 

In fact, even to barely meet our power 
requirements in 1990, we will have to invest 
crores of rupees, according to the Report of the 
Working Group on Energy Policy. Besides, 
the setting up of power stations require a kmg 
lead time. Anything up to 10 years. So we 
must look for an eftecnve alternative. 

Sq uming awreotaof Im ckrtri dty 

One very promising alternative s to 
switch on the new generation of high* 
efficiency lamps. And you can save power all 
the time — without even noticing it. For inst* 
ance, the Philips TL (fhxmscent) series of 
lamps (developed for homes, offices and 
shops) can give you the same amount of light 
as tne GLSTamp — for jwt 25% of the ixnver 
consumption. And the Dilips TLF Reflector 
fluorescent lamp is even more efficient. 

And there's a whole range of other 
power saving lamps available for every 
application—from street lighting to factory 
lignbng. Here's an indication of meir power- 
saving capacity. 



SwMito 

^artr 

Smrtot 

CLS icnw 

InciAdnc^i lamp 

A Sup<*rfui tOW 

Sow! R<*nccn>racnv 

40% 

CLS iav2<»/3onw 
Inrandt^vmt lamp 

Oanpiahii ?V10D/I VW 
Ki'flnlprlamp 

«% 

GLS2IXIW 
Jftandwcefit lamp 

ML )6f3W 

Btcndtfd lamp 

20% 

ML160W 

Bl^ftded lamp 

HtlWV 

Iklercury Vapuvr lamp 

42% 

KPL400W 

Mercury Vapour (amp 

SON2SnW 

Sodium Vapour tamp 

35% 

CLSIOOOW 
IncarufeMant tamp 

fialoj^en lOdOW (amp 

)S% 


Philips- the trusted Indian housdiold name 
for over fifty years 


Switching over to these new power¬ 
saving lamps is of course an idea to be put 
into force immediate^. But apart from this, 
there are other ways in which we can save 
power in the area M lighting. 

Scene simple rules to produce die most 
cost-effective reswts: 

RuJel Use the most efficient light source 
suitable. 

Rule 2 Use die lara l^t ou^t effectively. 
Rule 3 Maintain lifting equipment in good 
order. 

Rule 4 Use well designed energy-effective 
lighting sdiemes. 

Rules untra the switching operation and 
usage of Ughttne. 

Rule 6 Glider the iniluence of surround¬ 
ing decor. 

Poweraaving. It*s time it became a way 
of life with us. Because a watt of elec- 
saved is a watt generated. And eve^ 
watt saved can ^channelised to industry. To 
agricultural pumpsete. And turned into na¬ 
tional wealtn. 

Our countiy needs all the watts it can 
find. Let's make a oeginning—in our homes, 
in offices and in industries. 

If you would like to know more about 
saving energy through planned lighting, 
write to: Peico Electronics and El^itncals 
limited, lighting Division, Band Box Bldg . 
2nd floor. Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, 
Bombay 400025. 


SA\^ ENERGY 


A saved 
is a watt generated 

PHILIPS 

Pbico El6CtronlC8 A Electricals Limited 
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Wt>tf Kind of a man PraraD Mukhariaa. who at 45 haa ba c oma 
tha yotn 9 a$i imanca n^misiar ai tha hrstory ol indapandant indM? 
What ara his viaws on iha mafor isauaa lao^ Na cruoai 
n^irnsiiy? svhat is his background and how has ha naan so Ngh ai 
such a shofT tima^ A 0aia4a0 and aicKiatva mwviaw. iha hrsi 
stnca ha Dacama tha tmanca nwKsiaf.wah M J Mov and 
proliias by 0 ar jn Sangupta and tarun GanguV Pill 12 


S. Janaki Arwnal. ma 62*yaar'(M wdow of Iha ranownad 
maiharriaioon. S Aamanuian, iivoa a lor^ alt m Madras. In an 
miarviaw wilh Pnlish Nandy, Mn /Nhmal racountt datails of har 
lile wilh Iha famous matharnaucian. fiiaa 


Opawn 9 

ExctuarvaKiddip Nayar it 
Powar and PoMiics Barun Sangupta 93 
War and Paaca Lt Gan E. A Vas (Ratd) 26 
fitti ColuirMTanq Mi 35 


To Iha top. qu«My 12 



$ Jmb Ammal mia j viawad by PrWsh Nandy 26 


Mrs Oandh a hunicana scatiars lobbras^a TaVis 36 
Usmanagamard of funds slnca 1974 Am Saarl 
Mvagas art comingMadfHi Jan 


Tha sdcrtf hfa of EMa Prasiay<A)ban Goldman 42 


Tha World 49 
Aaiam 55 
Gata D«ry S6 


Khaas Baal 90 
This IndM 53 
Mihouf Commani 53 
Chaas'Gndga'SiampOucz 52 
Sundaywaak 51 
ScMnca 57 

Comic amp Pavsjia 97 



EMa: hit vary nama conturaa imagaa of rock-’n-rol muale andiha 
famoui girtiah gnn in tha trua Al>Amancvi Boy afyia. But M 
waa only a ftoada Tha wcduM anacf from EMa by AM 
Ooidmin rwaaii unplaaaant irudia Ma Iha iagar«. tha aax 
parvart, tha drug adeHd PN4 ^ 


Covarira 
sM Ifom 


Btnaparancy 0 
m SaOgalf by 


of Pranab Mukhenoa by Sondaop ShanKar and 
V Nemai Ghosh 


6«tar M. 4 Akbar 


SaaaM 1^* fWr CM Hawnir Toeshw 

•a^M Saw StWMi* BWWM. QhCtK Vtwfk SwtUW* 

Mwacfc* Mm $ U*mr(« hlawmdr 

SviH CwfWMSHW SKtHUMII SKMtWN'V*. M S«Wi. U«^hy J»n 
M Cwwwr aam Stib M OMW 4 aiv» PtRWrhjrv* 


hiwwaa fw AfwwM aMn rwM its rwn « hr«iu'i* SsfUr 

c«Mu neesi w atmur* 

PM C rt towww he VW Cncit<t« WOS* 
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_Gun po wer 

A hvf n .idini: \l .f. Akhur’i vnver 
sitirv, H.i\\ tfi/n, wj7/ kUt HO Janu* 
iUxi. I am coiivincuti rli«ii wmild 

l>M<vv MM Ml' vlK'Cinv ihun uur n<4iikian« 
as iH lilt* (okMurv. Af(vr jJI. 
(hi*vi'M|oi moiv (HiwLM and influvnir? 
hi hullh. Cak'uliu 

Mui vvllkkiiv miikmIi .liiil informal ivv; 
U(MiiksiM*kl .1 .\klhii loi ilwiwertWT 

.s. .SaAi'j U^muriK MuUirm 

i uni;riii\il(in»ris c<i M. 7 Akiut fur \w 
hulW a<iil lMii« I' i4'|Hirl VVi> >l))Mi]cl In* 

ul uiiiM’Ivt's fur M<ii living! af*lc 
IM |u Ml Ml 11 hi' i) U .1 1 (mI ha TJ jan% c vcn a I Kt 
.r> w.iis of iiMii’iKMiilvnu*. Bek hi. 1*1 pra. 

ffi'liuU. .ViiMiMt>iir... wlivn wilf II Niop? 
’Ih«’ hlr Ml* ;i hairuiii i* ^utehtfip lhai rm 
Mill* sIll'lls ivvri a wm when il U luM; bgi 
\M- loM' MM iippiirtuniiv lu rrmn fur chc 
Uvi*H irf i.MWkl f< thin (we dcinoerairv ihii 


dcmoerairv ihii 


Mahal ma Candhi drtum «0 
F. H. M. Ank. ^erwiliMr 

EacailcQi, Hiptri» and a plyaiarw devia* 
lion Iron iha dawMroui raporti a|aiati 
ib« rvluiA party. 

S. K Kuki fWttt Bmfi/j 

^ron his cover story h Is clear ihai ILJ. 
Akbar IS wTitinA a Ae« chafer In im 
hisiorv ol Indian inureallsn. His study <« 
the inienaste rcUimmhips in UP »aa 
excellent The poli(idan*pMicedacoit re* 
lationship in capkired in the cover Aory 
revaaled that mwiJity has avaporaiee 
into thin air. Thlnits liave coma to sudi a 
pass that honesty is iw* cuAildertd a sin 
in our country. As for ibe haiijans. they 
are confmiu^ with a uranfa dflemma: 
il they do not lubout they nm tha risk of 
bcinii annihilated; if ihey subni they 
knmv I bet they will be r rpfftqpd and 
sucked dry. 

Ant t)€i 09 wi. C$kvtt$ 

An unbiased report. The murder o( bin< 
>ant la Maiapuri proves the failure pi UP 
chief minisiar V. F. Sindh’s pevemment. 
A> for the camapa at SadhofMr. it rt vayy 
well fur Mr Miihwm> lo uv that li was 
'■uMivaied:' but who are the main cuV 
KWHS? 

S Af. ^mujf h'haqa/. Cvifdai^Mft 

li n clear ihvi CM'V. P. Smith's repeated 
threats to resipn from office was uita bip 
hoax. 

,hnr ViiK'enr. Sccunderahad 

A splendid repiwt. Cixi'idennR that his 
pulKC force has failed lo tackle the law 
amt ledvr MiuaiKm in UP. thief minister 
V. K Kinah shituld iv«{uisiiH>n the ser* 
vKes m( Ibe Indian armv. 

H. C Chriittipttvr, Biimhwv 

V. P. Smah should rasipn from idf ka. bid 
farewell in potitic^ and taka Mfiyw in 
Sadhopur. 

Bhupemfre Aermhnia. Thene 


A precious document 


^lir Nehru htitr nn 

X i liiWcH* aivn'uhMi (10 Januarv) was 
sell! Ill ihv ilit n chWf miniHiar of WaM 
Muul, Mr P. C. Ben, nut tu the late Dr I. 
C. 1<"Y IIS implied. Dr B. C. Rvy had died 
oil I July l%i2 urKi Pandit Nehru's letter 
u.is ilativl 22 Dveembor 1962. Nevenhe* 
li'sc. I am r.riiiuiul m Sunday fur pub* 
lishinii thl* ruirurkubJv letter which wu 
till* kmnli of u iwries that Pandit Nahru 
:uJdrvtK>d in chief mJjliitara of different 
sink’s liklliiwlna thu Chinese invaeinn. I 
i.kMH: iiirtm ilHrke Mtura when I wu a 
clu'i* aidrr t<i ( hid minister P. C. Sen. 
P.iiulii hihru's uihur three letters were 
i»iititislifkl vMrh.ium in the second volume 
la mv iHKik IVith Benjil Chief 
\Uni*ii!'^\hin>ms Jjht2*77. (had pro* 
sorY’ed copii’s m iIich* iMtter^ as national 
rliM.mnvvi*. uikI maJo available ime ciipy 
lo Srviii^ for ilic iMMii’fil nf the natlnn. 
In mv .UMiMt .I'.MKianiiii with chief 
in ill isi iM >. iktiii I ,<iv»' k I > I irs. »f W evt Bonitiil 1 
lamc iK ri»ss miiIy oiu' Mier which si irrud 
I 111* vurv duinhs m( i\ic in mil: 1 ^reserved 
It with Kri*:ii curt* ;iml hnalW handed U 
ikvi’rii) Si'N ik w for |>uhlM aii<iii. I prupnao 
to pubikh the same loiK'r with a beck* 


gmund hlMnry of the Chinese invwlon In 
my bunk My yrerx wirfr Ik B. C Fi»y to 
murk the cenicmary year of the pw 

putrM. 

IknJ Chpknimrty, Cakuttp 

The lUuetrlnus Ufa of l)r 8. C. Gtoy came 
to in end on 1 July 1962. It ia iherHon* 
unlikely Pandfi Kehni'a letter dated 
22 December 1962 was aent tri Dr Rny. I 
remember the days of the Chlneae 

S Miloe very well. My vulleeAuea and 1 
to render voTiuttary lervieti and wi 
often came Into coAtect with the then 
chief minister of West Bengal Mr P. C. 
Sen. In all likMlhc^ ^tndlt Nehru'i 
letter was addraiaed to Mr P. C. leu. 
^4/bratt Ku/ruir Dan Gupta, Cakuitw 

The letter should serve « nn ewopener 
ut all nf in »bu blamed hicMd Nehru for 
the* Chinese ■etri’Nsiiin. Bvnimv ha« ren* 
dcred Areiii ^*rvicci to the natHm and to 
uur yuunecr xvneradnn by puMhhini 
the utier. 

G. S. Aearwai. Darjevkne 

The letior was wry rwcalina. 
ffajthrvc iiapataa, Semmhrulmil 


Pardon, Mr Botham... 

I IA Botbeoi'a anaMa, How to deaoJiili 
borfjif cricket 111 Janoan). was con* 
siracihm and maanlivctL However, the 
EneUsh elimuftder failed to mention that 
the nature of ihe pitch poea a Iona way In 
dettrminina the Reality of crickei. On 
the kind of Jifekv pilches that we htd in 
Banaalore and Delhi, the players are 
bound to adopt defonsive. taetKi. 
Amefendu Sen. Sindri (Bihar) 

(an Botham appears to be a hypocrite. 
TlMra was ahwiutely no Ionic in Eng* 
land's refusal to nMige India with e 
higher ovcrrele io ibe Delhi Ttw. Baini 
*super^' to the Indians, as Botham has 
claimedi and having scored 476 for nine 
alter batting for two days, iha English 
could iMt have lost iha Test. Personally 1 
feel that it was the tmirists who did not 
obligo themselves with a higher overrate 
whkb could heve earn^ them a vktory 
eod also provided tome entertaining 
erkket. 

M. Anuradha. New Delhi 

Botham still maintains that the English 
team is superior t<» oun. It would be 
mtereming ti> knew his views after Eng* 
lend has liM ine series. 

All McNam, Lucknow 

li was rather presumptuous nf But hem to 
sov that after the dvpanure of Kirti 
AimI. diQpil Dev and Vishwunath. Eng. 
land had a wonderful chance of forcing a 
follow'on and lubseouently winning ine 
milch. On a dead wicket like the one ai 
Kotia n vniuJd have been verv difficult to 
bowl ihv Indians uui in their second 
innings with In the lime which the En* 
glrsh miahi hade got. But. of courk^, if 
But ham worki*d Mime miracle thgn Eng* 
land might have wpn. 

Syed Radudath AU, Cakuita 

After watching most of the India* 
England Tests* thia season I have a very 
practical sugtesiian lu make: we should 
have three 10>day Test* and oach Tost 
should be played at iwAdifferent centrM 
on the basis five days pvr centre. I had 
come im Itavfl to sot* the world cup 
hockvv flat urea ipd the Test matches; 1 
have decided ic haeten my departure and 
am going back te aae. 

V. MaUk New Oathi 

The rate at which Indian and English 
erkketera art playing they should he 
given (i very clear mtiiage: Okey boys, 
nri mere drinks, no more lunch and no 
more wu: fusi get on with the game (U1 
you gui a reigJi. 

Arif Homeett Af/geifi 

Bucham shouJti have given hl« views 
about tho pitcMa in India which linn , in 
the past, rendered Ineffective Noch 
acclauoed bowlen as Imran Khun and 
Rodney Hogg. Our pitches art getting 
slower and uewer. 

Aa/yaa <;upr«, Saw Ueihl 

•tghum reptetedlyteferrcd io Kirnwni 
as'Kin r In his report on ihv Delhi Tvsi. 
A. ff. Hltvi, Ohetmr iBUmn 

The ftfareniv wan re 'Kiri.' Thv vrrw 
/« rptrwftad^tidline 











CoDtradlctory 

^uld9 Niy«r^ 7>ve jmxt jo«w> 
l\nrnf tJwc doM nor awlt l£ird4i»ivt. 

10 jMmtrrl wv coamdic* 

doiu. 1 b tM my fvM ptr« b* totni 
tbt cBitrtl ^v«rnia«nt of non* 
lovtmtDct. whilt coBclttdiatt ht 
cUiiMd thBt '*the CimeBcy style of 
fuflCOOftlBi H very mucfi ihere wichii 
two yein of her (lln GeBdbi"i) reeunp* 
don of offiee.” And in the very mb* 
nport be faes clttlned tbet im 1977 
EmcTfency wu BUfoveruBce. 

Jt MBonnn. Jlidni 

Crude fanaticiem 

D r Sinfth'i new« under W%er n 

(ndiM wit heat the Sikiis? Zvm! (27 
Oecenben uBe<kcd of crude fineticisoi. 
The biMoriciJ truth U thnt the Sikht got 
the idee of in eutononoui eteie Tor 
ibemulvet from the Brkish who were 
bent tm dismembering oer country. It is 
difficult to believe that the Sikhi In 
nenerel ere lupperting the Khahiitn 
movement: this iite much e lie u it Is on 
insult to thuMi vellim Sikhs who laid 
down their lives for iheir motherland 
during the freedom struggle. 

People like Dr Jaiuh Singh should 
realise that leculerum has come to stay 
in Indie. How are the Stkhi being disen* 
■Unaied tgainst? Are they being pn- 
vented from pnctiiini their rtflgien? 
And bow is the blood of Punjab being 
dreined out when it la comnon know¬ 
ledge that Punjab li lending the entire 
counirv on the path of progreu? Dr 
J^Jlt Siogh IS merely a MS-tt^ed cham¬ 
pion of a bogus cause. 

V. fUffleJr/jshntfl. Nydcrabed 


No whiz kid 


T his has reference to Our ivrr o«m 
u ftir kid under Thr cubt cnae (10 
Junuarpi. Uadhu Jain has avntioned 
thai 1 am a studeei of Delhi Public 
Scbuol. This is hoc mie. I am actuallv a 
student of St Coluabe's. 
li/wd SubraBuiam, Delhi 

The *wha kid' Viood Subramaniam has 
claimed tbit cubes are not fur girls 1 
wish to mforai hta tbai 1 aa a H-year- 
old girl and lean do the cube la less than 
two minutes. J worked out the solution in 
about two months without consulting itiy 
book, 

Johare Shehebodditt New Delhi 

I wi«h to inf>irm hU Jam that I am Ih 
yearn 44d and can d» ibe cube in two and 
a half minutes and my fri«nd Ajay 
Uvakre faUo Idi Cen dn It in two mi¬ 
nutes. My younger brother Sheahank 
Vikram i14i <an do u m ihree to fnur 
minutes. All of us are siudenth of Delhi's 
Modern Scbmil. Working independently 
an the cube. A jay and 1 arntvd ai a 
wJojUwMniwoWwisaBdwiOi^^ 

Not original 

L ieutenant General tretdi S. A. Vas* 
report. TVo veen tn Afghentuen i J 
Januaryi. was disappointing I had ex¬ 
pected e professional indepih asaets- 
ment of the military and wraregic situa¬ 
tion in AfgheruHiA and its uniHkiiiens 
as far as we in Indii are concerned. 
Insteed. what 1 read was a lengthy and 
verbose article saying nothing bwic than 
what our naikmal dailies have said since 
the Sonet occupation of Afghanistan 
5. Kar. Calcutta 


‘Hindus will turn to the tyrant creed' 


K arunanidhrs vulgar loterpretaiionof 
sod viiuperaUve attack on the Kudu 
religion {JCarvBgnxdkj aaiwers CbOi 1 
Noveaberi was read with horror and 
disgust by us^he handful of Hindus in 
Bun^desh. Karunanldhi has ceriaiidy 
outdone the pious dvi/ak who invokes 
(he wrath of Allah against idd and 

K lc worshippers. Bui while the muJ- 
fansticiin is JuMified (he is. after 
ell the servant of coe God and the last 
prophet). does Karuneoidhi have an ex¬ 
cuse for bu venom aiaiBst Kinduisa? Ii 
he some kind of Ifeuttb wh^ missioe is 
(0 free the nonbrthlniBa from brahmio 
exploitation? Is be d firebrand radical 
trying to liberate (be Indiaa masses from 
the dutebes of Hindu reUgion? Or is he 
someoae greatly Impreemm by the id«als 
of Islam (so imprtued. in fact, chat be 
Justifies tbe MeeMkinipurem conver- 
iloail? 

As Karunuidhj himself bat admitted, 
Hinduism it rr a roligioB. Tb* StBikrit 
dherme is hardly tbe Muivaleoc of r«l^ 
gion. Unfortunately,* iirstnanidhi bu 
not been able to appretiate tbe uoiaue 
aoMcts od sanactB dbraa. He bas siao 
faDed (0 uaderstaed thaC ieitb* ia m so 
important in Hindafim as U 'self- 
raaiiaation/ If ii indeed e pity thee be 
choat to *roviil' ibe 'vulgandea' of tbe 
'obscene' Purenai without mntionlag i 
word ibpui the boautilul concept of 
gedbeed end^ Mcy tdeala in the 


Upamsbads end Ciu 
Hinduism aay not bavo a well-defined 
set of prindples advocating luetice to all. 
But wBkb ruUgioo. may I ask, has such a 
set of pruKiplos? Ww justice done when 
iniwcrnt pe^le were burtii on charges of 
wiichcraft om heresy? Wes justice done 
when, in order to aiaimain the sanctity uf 
Catholic Spoim rbo Inquisition was let 
loose? Do you. Mr Karunanidbi, know 
that till 1790 when Lord CorowatUs over¬ 
laid the Muslim criminal law. no Muslim 
could be prosecuted on the evidence of a 
non-Muslim? Do you also know that no 
Muslim could be punished fR murder if 
be couM ^rove ibai the murder look 
pUce while he was at lempt ing to convert 
fkis vkiiR to Islam? Of cuvne you don't 
knew these things. Mr Kurunanidhi; if 
you were awmre of (ham. you and your 
PMK cronies would have diracted your 
campaign againsi Islam as weU. It is dear 
chat you are not wiUing to aaiaguaue 
(^■dhafi's biimofl and otJKr Muslim fana¬ 
tics. In dm name of soculansm you are 

sryuig (p dcMTuy HinduiMU in leJia. If 
you succeed, you also know ihai there 
can't be 'nodiass' people in a country 
where have never been lo 

scbecL You know that your victims will 
tun la seme ether oe^ and dm moat 
obvfaoi creed for them to rum to is the 
tyrant creod. But, Mr Karunanidbi. your 
brand of Wespbemous siheism will then 
be ptMdshabk by staning rn death, 
guwanphif Bekbar Gupta, Dacca 


two weeks we bad perfected our tuning. 
Unlike Ms Jain's 'ubis kid' we did not 
consult any book on (he cube. 

Aifusb Vikram. Sew Delhi 

Vinod Subramaniam is no whix kid. I am 
12 years old and can do the cube in under 
thrW minutes. In fact my best timing is 
one minute and S2 secs. 1 know of e bov 
whose best timing is otw minute and 2b 
seca 

Saodeep Xhosfa, Ca/cutr# 

I cm 16 years old and can do (be cube in 
•pproximately three minutea I request 
$i*N0A> to arrange a compciliUm Ih»- 
iween *whiz kid* VimKt SMhr.im.inMm 

and me 

Ami V'ariM, Jamshedtuo 


Aveek Sarkar has misquoied Bingmasier 
under gqiMre mind m n ihn-v l.n vuil 
t'uhe The rtampimi .rifiMn.M.tiMlMv Hmi 
Singmasier u««a far m-tiNviiiilv di.'-- 
joint sell ih KR* - K*K. noi KR - KH as 
meniioned. 

Bibck fk'hny. Calmiti 

Not the best‘d 


C utigreiulaltons ig Tninhar Ruiidil for 
his cover %iaiy. Gevutrs ,ii f*luy <i 
.fanuaryi. and for iliv int^ivu-w with 
Gavaskar in partwiiliii. I laki- op|Kir- 
luniiv tr* requeAl Si nmai lo iniriKliiru «i 
regular sp(>ri< iitlMmii. 

./humi BhafiMi'haiji'*:. Siklur 

Mr hind It commiiivtl a grave h) under by 
describing Guvu ska r j s" i he lit^i i I»h»- in 
fielder that Indiu has ever produced.'* 
h'lfin Cekants Bombay 

Pointl ess 'unity' 

U divan Shurmy's cirvut siory. 

tbeiC ihnx' irniM- tofivihi-i ? |27 Ik-, 
comber I. wa« iniernhng. IImwwci, I 
doubi whether tbu iippw»ilinri will kui*. 
cced in rctivin^ Ihc anti.lndiia Npini ut 
1977. The peupU* of India haw learn I u 
bitier leswn frnm (hvii mandaiv favour- 
ing (hose very irrespunsible Waders who 
ere now trying*to unite unco auin. The 
memoiy of the Janata eaj n sim frcih in 
tbe publK mind. 

A. T Sudhtcr Hiyadh 

Misplaced colo urs 

O vr poUticiins are sr> colourful that 
they iK^ no colouring in Mhi 
Diary: Sukimv is rt-quc^ucd so colour, 
instead, the stars in Khoa.i Baai. 

Rari Pnitap» Dumka (Bihar> 

‘Award’ for Sunday 


S t^OAY should be awarded the liilv 
'CorruptioTKxposer i9kl.' 

M. LckshsoMita Suimt, N^merktHJ (Tamil 

N»du 

Last letter 


Stifled harping once leein 
on ebe *2Dpoint programmf Why 
don't they hand over the mike to 
Amin Seyani lof 'Binuca Geeimsla' 
fame) to do H more pr«>fesitonolly? 
y. g. SardiBBi. Bombay 
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8rush vour teeth with Coigete after 
every meal It protects you just the wey 
der^tists recorr^rDend all over the world. 

Bacteria grow in food partictes left 
between your teeth. These cart cause 
bad odour and, later, painful decay. 

So ahvavs brush the Colgate wav right 
after eatir^g. It‘8 proven most effective to 
freshen your breath, whiten your teeth, 
.and fight decay. 

Cofgete het the frtah, minty teete that 


How Col pete'f trueted formula works 

Odour and dKdv causing 
bacteria grow m food particles 
trappad between your teeth. 

Coigata'i umqua active foam 
reaches deep to remove dar^garous 
food particlas and bacteria. 

The result: aitraciive white teeth, 
fresh* breath confidence, 
protection against decay. 

makes brushing a pisasure. 


Stop bad breath. 
Fight tooth decay 

wait Colgate 

DentdICnam 







OC.Q.74,M 



fo/ rtMia/ e»/» um 

Cf/rm TMaWTtoirwuiaw... 
rmamtaeFrm 

Owtrd tootti atutfrm* 

CurS M^nit 
atnui 

Guard 0yffl« 
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Punjab bombs are 
made in India 


T he extremists in Punjeb 
«eein to have an ordnance 
factory. But so far it has 
been issuina only crude, 
counrryma^ explosives 
The Punjab govermnent has in¬ 
formed the centre that the Khalis- 
tan supporters have used crackers 
made of the same material at va* 
lious places in Punjab. The state 
forensic science Uburatory has re 
ported that, “chlorate sulphur had 
been used as the cMpSosive chemic 
al in aJI the cases" and that the 
explosions were of "e similar na* 

turc.“ 

'‘Iron pieces. Iced pellets and 
glass pieces either all together or in 
combination were used as projec¬ 
tiles in mo^t of the cases, and jure 
string, while cotton threads and 
khaki jean cloth had been used for 
outer wtapping of the explnsives.” 
says the director of the laboratory 
The director has ruled out ihe 
theory that the explosives were 
from foreign countries, as some 
central ministers would have p«o 
pie believe. He has categc^icully 
slated that "The matertaJ and the 
explosives were of Indian origin 
and could have come from the same 
source." 

The Punjab governmenrs report 
IS that interrogation of the suspects 
has revealed that the plan tor a 
terrorist campaign with explosives 
was "initially mooted during the 
AISSP (All India Sikh Students* 
Federacion} meeting at Gurdwara 
AJamgii. Amritso/. on 27 Septem¬ 
ber 1991 and was finalised at the 
meeting in Amritsar on 6 October 
1981." Significantly, the report a 
silent about why the authorities 
were so lare in discovering the plan. 

The deuils of explosion mci«nts 
given by the Punjab government 
are: 

26 September Piece: Central 
telegrepnic office, Patiala. Dan* 
age: none injured in explosion, 
wmdowpanet and an electric light 

damaged. 


4 October. Place; Near Jubilee 
Hall Al 'Government Ranbir Col¬ 
lege. Kapurthala. Damage One 
door and three w indowpatves dam- 
aged^y some explosive wrapped in 
ihraaos. 

6'7 October. Place; Subordinate 
district magistrate (SDM) court of 
Taran Taran. district Amritsar. 
Damage A few windowpanev 
biuken by explosion 

6.7 October. Place: Hesidence ut 
block development officer. Bhaiin 
da. Damage Three countlymade 
crackers thrown, damaging some 
window penes. 

6 October. Place: Congress Bha 
wan gate. Chandigarh. Two ball- 
like objects wrapped in thread^ 
found 

8 October. Place: Near traffic 
lights at the crossing of roads to 
S^tor 22 and 23. Chandigarh. Two 
powerful crackers exploded caus¬ 
ing a scare among the residents. 

8 Ckiaber Place: Near the 33 KV 
subsiaiiuft near Sadiq bus. stand 
(Faridkoti Army authorities col¬ 
lected a bomb-Uke object 

9 October. Place: At the resi¬ 
dence of PA 10 the D. C. Amritsar. 
Two country bombs thrown but 
they did not explode. 

9/10 October, nace: Residence of 
p^ke assistant sub-inspector Moga 
(Faridkoti. Damage: Explosion 
damaged furniture, windowpanes 
and a petrol pump. 

9.-10 October. Place: At a petrol 
pump in village Chuman (Gurdas- 
pur). Damage; Explosion daauged 
the petrol pujnp- 

12 October. Place: In front of an 
ayurvedic dispensary at Chowk 
Manna Singh near the Golden Tem¬ 
ple, Amritsar. Police recovered an 
unexploded cracker. 

1 November. Place; Office build- 
of deputy inspector general of 
tee, PatiaJa rante. Patiala. Dam¬ 
age: None iniurea In explosion a 
bathroom wall gave way and the 
false ceiling caved in. oome win- 
dowpanH were shanered. 


’nil- guvcinmenl ha-i registered a 
iiunilN -1 mI jgniuiii individuals 
su^pri*)vJ vkiHiijgt' diid ivlaieil [ 
offtfiicc-s 1 1 ti- Uiw riiu»! Ukv itii own [ 
coufst- .»nd tiuksc who .irv fvspotisi \ 
li]e foi I lu-1' V i>] IIS lone ni i isi f ,u t- X he i 

Lonsequi-ace-i But two develup- 
mvDis jtr diviuTbing One. the 

G lut- (orn- 111 rim;.ih ts said lo 
VC Iwen cuniammHieJ'- nuinv in | 
the fierce has e lends <1 to go by (heir ' 
religion, ignoimg ihe dktules of 
dutv and discipitnc* h is openly | 
sold in Punjab—I wa» reci-nily in 
Amritsar and elseHlioie—that 
some <’f the suspecia Have not Iktti 
arrested bKause a fi*w in iiuthoniv 
are shielding them or lettmg iliem 
know beforohond of jiolicv action . 
so that thet lan esewpe I 

The second develnumvnt is ' 

S uallv.'if mn more, msiurbnig. [ 

e Akalis. with whom Mrs Gaiidht | 
had started a d laloguo “ to a seer tai n i 

and find a sulovitni m the genuine i 
grievances." have begun to feel | 
that the cx-nire wants tn tire them 
out as it IS trying to do to the Assam 
agitators. Mr Balw-ant SiiiKh. fi 
nance minisirr in ilu- Akuli govorn- 
mem. has met Mi /.ail Singh, union 
home minister, in «ulmiiiisrei a 
warning ihwt the gikvornmeiii of 
India was mistaken if it ihuughi 
that the A kill IS will I Id allnw uilon- 
dmg rounds ol talks. Mr Balw-ani 
Singh, the brain lieliiiid die Akails, 
has said thai then iiatienu* is run 
niixg out and thtn cannni wait inde- 
fimieiy. 

Then- is much svbsiance in what 
Mr Balw'uni Singh has said The 
leatiership is ulreadv clipping from 
modiTvte Sikhs and going to ex¬ 
tremists like Sant Bhmdraiiwale. 
the A kali loaders have so far re 
SI vied pr«vsuic from those follow¬ 
ers ol ihoirs who want them to 
adopt a tcnigh line. The placid and’ 
aon<ammunal Prakash Singh Bad 
al, former Puniah chief minister, 
has refoxed to vield to the extrem¬ 
ist« F.veit when challenged by u 
Hindu leader, he declared at a 
meeting presided over bv ihv Pnme 
MimsUT that he bebmged to the 
Indian notion and was proud to dik 
so. 

If tlo- purpose of New Lklhi is 
only to prolong the talk«. Mr Badnl 
may find it difficult to stav at the 
helm of Akali affairs if it is !eli that 
he has allowed himself to be taken 
for a ride by the government of 
India. He is already under ^eat 
pressure from within and without. 
Some of his party mumiierH have 
secretly established contacts with 
Sant Bhindranwale. Things can de 
tenorare and the Akalis ran be 
pushed into an agitational 
approach despite the sober influ¬ 
ence of Mr ^dal A compromise 
that IS possible today may Wcoma 
impossible lomorrnw. 
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Pranab Mukherjee has been rewarded for self-effacing loyalty. 

says Barun Sengupta. 


D urinfi' an inforirml dftvr 

clim in Uxe 1980. 
Hrfbu .IdKiJivdn was 

far hifi Hvses,«iiivni 
(liftwvnt mmmm in Mrs 

f;.triillirN vabinH As an 

.istuii' "1 men and mauvrs in 

liiditict ami hih upimons carry soma 
weight, iherv whs surprise all around 
when he [ml Mr I'ranab Mukherjev 
nglu ui the lop. He placed Mr V C. 
Nvtlu next, (|ualifving this with ih« 
ohservaiMMi ihar Serhi hdU partly 
rumed himsHf (i» various raasons. 
Bahuji then sutnmi'il uo Narasimha 
Kao iHun: verv fine ‘•imAer, pleasant 
peiMmahry Uut nor .1 Mute^sfid minis 
ter Last on B>ibuj<*s hst was R. Venk* 
ataraman be found the then finance 
minrsivr effinent hui Sf>mowh<it rigid 
diul bureaucranc in hU approach. 

Why did Pranah Mukhorjbe £«t the 

highest rating? Babuji considered hini 
ihuruugh, hardworking. Intelligent, 
nul overtly omhiUous and egoistic, 
pragmark and able lo get along with 
hureaicciars ivorking under him. The 
veteran politician turlhcr explained 
ihut Mr Mukheijee did not project a 
>h<irp image or (mrsonaiity of hi> own, 
had absolutely no charisma which was 
essential for .1 pvt son to Itecuine a 
I rude I, hut nevertheless iiiadv 4 good 
miiiisier. 

Why Mrs (landhi promoted Mr Pra- 
lUb Mukhci>ee to the p«>si of finance 
minister will never lie known as she is 
nut m the habit of explaining her 
actions. But the new finance mmister's 
metisinc rise to the lop is woith re¬ 
counting if only tn emphasise its un> 
iqueness in recent limes. All the senior 
monsters at the centre today were 
either chief ministers ur union cabinet 
numsters when Mr Mukherjee was 
unly ■ deputy minister or minister of 
state. His association with the Con 
gtess parry itself is of cumparaiively 
receni vintage. He joined the party in 
the early fH*vetities when Mr Ajoy 
Mukhvrjee's Bangla Congress merged 
with the Cungrets. He was. in fact. 



elected to the Rajva Subha as a Bangiu 
Congress mcmhiu and at a caiididme 
nf the Ml iloniituied Tnited rniiii of 
West Bengal He fiist liectinie u depmv 
minisivr in ihe imlustriesmmisttyand 
thereafter moved ri> shipping and 
transport to ivuik under ^fr Kamiilapa 
ti Tripathi. rheriMfivi he Itecame a 
minister of state ui lliv revenue and 
lianking de|M*tniriit of the linuiice 
mmisirs. wlioh po>r he held during 
rhv Llmcrgeiicv 

And ihvn Mn (juikUi) IvII upon hard 
limes. \ iilike the iwii lulier leaders 
from West Bengal, Mr Siddliairliii Kav 
and Mr l>. ]' Chali»|>a4jliyaya. he did 
nut desvit hvr in her houi uf need. 
When cases * were mstiiuicd Hgiiinst 
him during the lanata da vs he did not 
renege against Mrs (landhi lii save hi« 
own skin. That wav the lime when he 
moved really cluse to ihe Oandhi fami* 
ly. Not that all the members of the 
family were equally well disposed to 
wards him. Bui Mrs Gandhi [icrsonully 
rated him very high I y. One instance of 
how much confidence she had in him: 
When Mr Khushwaiu Singh, then edi¬ 
tor of the ^faiionof Herald, asked Mrs 
Gandhi whom he should consult while 
she was away, she promptly replied, 
“Pranab'' It was hecauve of all this 
that Mr Mukherjee was given an im¬ 
portant beriH in the ministry after Mrs 
('randhi came back to power, in 1980 
although he lost in the elections and a 
section within the party was against 
hira. Thereafter he was made the lead 
er of the uongressdi In the Rajva 
Sabha and in a few days a membei of 
ihe prestigious pulilical affairs com¬ 
mittee of the cabinet; something un¬ 
usual for a commerce minister. And 
now comes his moment of crovmmg 
glory, becoming the youngest (he is 
not yet SO) finance minister in the 
history of independent India. 

What is Pranab Mukherjee's secret? 
1 personally think, more than anything 
else. It is his ability ro maintain 1 low 
profile and work efficiently. He was 
like that even during the Bangle Con* 
greu days. He would never try to 

KhOlOQrwhs by SONOEEP SHANKAR 








pn^jecl hioiK^U in an unseemly man* 
Her MnJ never boasted abnuc hi$ posi¬ 
tion or p<»wer. He always remained the 
sli|htly M*If>efficing collefte teacher 
that he had been prior to joining 
poUtiev 

All this does oot mean that he a not 
very effective. He can ftet thmes done 
very quietly, without any faafare fn 
Mrs Gandhi'c pre^nt setup it is high- 
rofile politicians who are Ukely to ftll 
y the wayside and low>profiie, elfi 
cirnt people who are likely to prosper. 


She doe« not need anytme to lead the 
Mrty or fiDvernovent; what she needs 
IS efficient helpers. Those who aspire 
10 be leaders have no place near Mrs 
Gandhi. There is one other dark horse 
today In the union cabinet who is also 
efficient and mainiaiiu the same kind 
of low profile—Narain K>uii Tewari. 

The new finance minister has two 
ucher great assets. If he has a contrary 
opinion to place before the Prime 
Minister then he never does so in 
public, and even in private does so 


very meekly. His other great asset is 
his abilitv to read the mind and gauge 
the mood of Mrs Candhi. In this he is 
second only ig Mr R. K. Dhawan in the 
PM’s secretariat. Mr Mukherjee can 

! i)ck up I he cue from Mrs Candhi 
aster and more corretMy than any 
other cabinet mmi'der. This is parti* 
culary helpful for a Finance minister 
who has to deal with, amung others, 
powerful industrialists about whom it 
may not always be possible for the 
Prime Minister to be very explicit. 


The mofussil boy who 

made good 


The career of Mr Pranab Mukherjee . reports Tarun Ganguly, proves that a rolling 

stone sometimes does gather moss. 


I n a country where politicians 
come el w only after they are 
GO. Mr Pranab Mukherjee, the 
new minister for finance, is an 
exception He became a deputy 
minister at the age of )S. and by 4$ he 
has become die second most powerful 
man in the cabinet. 

Mr Mukherjee is perhaps the only 
topnotch politician in the countn who 
has never dabbled in State level poli* 
tics. Though a Bengali, he is now a 
Kujya Sabha member from Gujarat, 
which is at the other end of the 
country. That perhaps proves as en 
eaceptmn that a rolling stone at tines 
gathers moss. He has never won an 
election to the Lok Sabha, be it from 
Malda or from Bolpur. He could not 
muster enough voles to get returned to 
the upper house from his borne state. 
But lo tod behold, Gujarat returned 
him to Rajya Sabha without e murmur. 

The (question that naturally comes to 
mind IS, where exactly does the 
strength of Prenab Babu lie? The reply 
IS sio^l^in his ferocious lo^iy to 
Mrs Candhi, and in her unfuaching 
faith In him. So it's clear that he aa a 
politician needs no constituency to 
survive in the political jungle that h 
Delhi, as long as Mia Gandhi trusts 
him. 

Pranab Mukherjee belongs to that 
rare breed of politicians who alh 
stained from politics during his sto* 
dent days. Bora In a village in the 
remote Birbhum district, he went to 
school in his rilU^ and All bis cal¬ 
ler life he lived in his district town. 
After doing his MA from Calcutta 
University, he did what an average 
Bengali does; he got a job in a mofuseil 
ceUeft as a lecturer and married hb 
svmaibeart. He joined politics only et 
the bidding of his father's fnend, Mr 
Atoy Mukherjee. in 1966, vHieii the 
Congreas was breaking up and rbe 
Bangli Congreas was taking shape 


Oih^ than editing the Mity paper, 
and functioning as the fKtotum for 
Sushi] Dhata, the general secretary of 
the new party. Bangla Congress. 
nab Mukherjee was not doing much in 
the late Sialies. ¥fhen in the early 
Seventies trouble started brewing be 
tween Ajuy Mukherjee and Siuhil 
Dhara. he took the side of Ajuy 
Mukh^jee The reward was not de 
layedi he was nomnaied io the Rajya 
Sabha fwherf he has just started his 
third term only recently). Once In 
Delhi, there was no going back for Mr 
Pranab Mukherjee. The village boy 
from BirMium in no time became a 
deputy minister to Mr Kemalapeti Tri* 
pathi who was then the minister for 
shipping. It is said that the pundit 
from Benaras was very [Heased by the 
humility and respect shown by the 
Bengal brahmin. 

It was during the Emergency thei 
Mr Pnnab Mukber)ee broke out from 
the anonymity of junior ministership, 
when he was given the vitally impor* 
lan^ charge’ of banking and revenue. 
More, the finance ministry was split 
and he was given independent control. 
Towards the end of the Emergency, as 
Siddhartha Ray's stock with Sanjay 
Gandhi took a nosedive, that of Mr D. 
P. Chattopadhyaya and Mr Mukherjee 
went up. Though Mr Ray was allov^ 
to remain the chief minister of West 
Bengal till the 1977 elMions, Mr 
Mukheriee's star was clearly rising in 
Delhi. The defeat of Mrs Gandhi in 
March 1977 became tne turning pome 
in pranab Mukherjee's career. While 
men like Siddhartha Ray and D. P. 
Chattopadhnya ditched Mrs Gandhi 
before the Shah Commission, pranab 
Mukherjee stood firmly by Hot side. 
Perhaps that made Mrs Candhi realise 
the true merits nf Pranab Mukherieet 
be became the deputy leader of the 
Congress (J> in Rajya Sabha in 1978, 

1m defeat of Pranab Mukherjee in 


the 80 Lok Sal>ha polls did nut affect 
his career. He got a berth in the 
central cabinet. That was something 
unusual, but by that time he had 
proved his loyalty to the hih. Two 
years in ihe important ministries like 
commerce, and steel and mines, only 
established the fact that he was not 
d(»gfnatic. but a flexible person whu 
kepi himself tuned to the changing 
situation. 

U will be too simplistic to describe 
Pranab Mukherjee’s elevation iu the 
finance ministry as simply an lndl< a- 
tiun rtf the decline of Mr Venkatarn 
man who has been assigned the de 
fence portfolio. His appointment ex¬ 
presses the open minded approach of 
the government towards the problems 
of the economy. With men like Mr L. 
K. Jha and others in the background. 
Mr Mukherjee’s main job would he to 
project the new approach of the 
ernment towards various issues Tike 
foreign Investments, imports, multina* 
tionals, protectionism, etc. 

A man who prefers to work late inio 
the night rather ihan socialise, Mr 
Pranab Mukherjee has very few per 
sonal friends. A quiet person, ho sism 
duousJv maintains a low rroiilc. 
Father of two sons and a daughter, he 
is a Quiet family man He is not known 
for inrowing his weight around. But 
then, from now on. he wMl find himself 
increasingly the main target of opposi¬ 
tion attacks With the budget round 
the corner, he must be kmnving that 
better than anybody eLsev Persumill>\ 
however, he mainiains correct rcla- 
lions with boih the ruling party meni 
bers as well as the opposition But one 
would like to watch whether Mr Pra 
nab Mukh«rrjee‘s smooth surface calm 
gets disturbed in the hudgt*t sessUm 
What IS there left for Pranah 
Mukherjee to achieve? At 4fl. he is the 
finance minisier of India Only the 
future can ic'll whnt awaits him. 
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“No nationalisation for 
nationalisation’s s ake” 

A lot of changes had been rumoured, but no one quite expected the most 
important transfer that did take place: Mr R. Venkataraman was shifted to 
defence, and the low-profile Mr Pranab Mukherjee the pipe-smoking loyalist of 
Mrs Gandhi, was given charge of the crucial finance ministry. Which meant that 
Mr Mukherjee had just under two months to prepare his budget. Obviously the 
finance minister could not discuss anything remotely concerned with the budget 
proposals in the first exclusive interview he gave after his appointment, but he 
discussed the problems of the Indian economy, and the role of the World Bank 
and the IMF. with M.J. Akbar in his sprawling o^ce in that massive pile of stone 

called New Delhi's North Block. 


I'f st-lll J jttisoiul 

m Bjiu 'rMrM. whuh I 

■ MuiU jr is .t 

rli.it IS hrinf! .t'^kvd 
jll Mirt' All sotts 

ot if.isiiiis iiiv Ihuiiu sujiiiestt'd fot 
i r MI r 1 / 1 M r<' pfh'ni uth -ii./l r IM* I ri iH/Ittii s 

uMi .i/c' \iKfti4/r't «'vrr 

niMi/Nti'r UVijr iU> \iui think .rr«* thv 
t>*l votir 

\ p.iis I hi,' frWwnri m’his 

tupfi (clu nor know i 1 m> 

.ixtiri.MKc' riiiiMsivi c.Mi hi* rc»iMrrlnt uv 
.1 ;>li»n*k«* lexer 

si 111 o I 111- nr II KMiVriiinmt \xas torminl 
ih JiMiiom ISHl} I liiivv lK*t*n holding 
loo M*i\' ]m|xul.inl mtiiiilnes jVs Imi 
.IS on I (Mill IS iiuiccrnvd. I ahc«iilv 
in r fi r 1 o 1 n uhti*' 1 1>< *d u*>, 1 he I’oilp i ss 
WmkiiHJ Comnnltvr Jiul rlo* pHr 
loinu'nr.iiv lion id I om n mvmt>i;i ol 
<itmoM dll llu* ]m(forr»inl c.ibiiivi loni- 
niiiiees So, uhi‘lhi '1 a mere i«» 
Ihis ininisr/v i.in lie rrgdrded ns d 
mriroiic rise, ut a fihmoment) line, or 
ohiiiever vim mo\ id)I it As for inv 
.ii*r. «>1nii>uvly I un't help mv nfii 
Ahovi' .\\U our> is n i olivet ive fund ion 
inn— The idbincl ds n whvlt* is m 
Mils I’d in the decisicm iUdkini:. 

(Th.ir Is the ft*ds<>ri f'-or rht* sfitH'ij/ 
K'lnwif I'oji .iitJ tin' PM. 
ifiiiiiutsh sIk iiusIs vou much nN»r(* 
rh.rri orbcis 

A' I do not knoiv of dtiv sptH'idl 
itfldtunivhip. Some time bn<k i*nc nmi' 
n.iiiM rolled me thv PMS blue eyed 
hoy m d quesiion. diui in response m 
thdt ] sold rhdt (here wus no such 
(hiii^ Mdnv oihrfN enjoyed (he confi- 
dome of the Prime Minister and I hms 
meii'lv one uf them, (here js nothmi: 
spei'idl 

S'hi* fids jtiieri vt/u charge of a 
mints rrv Khirh h.is jfMjvs been a Ley 
ministry, bur more so ar a jumrure 
like this: .<r rbe hegiiiiiing id the third 
v’Ciir nf d jrov«*rni7i<*/ir's term, nhich is 
owiidi ri'd t keviuiie yvar in the h/e 
of u government 

\. This IS true, end nui unly in 


psdiinal roims. Iiom an rtoioomc 
p»»in( u1 siesi also (his seat is 
tdni In tills minisirv ii is piimoriK i|o' 
di'aictioii and lhvik*risions g( a Ihirm* 
Minislri which lan piovidv ihe diicc 
tion Rill what I van imhoi itin |Hihdt>s 
IS (hdi I am MiK new i«* this minisri s in 
the si*iisc rh.iT in I'tTo I isds mniistvi 
with indtiK'iMleni vhaii!o »l leMuuv 
and hanknifs. ai that Mine the liii.uiie 
ministry was split into two. .md t 
presiJiHl over revenue and bank mi;, 
piioi |o ihdt. i was hiokmi; attei ihv 
Jevenue and vA|>eridirtir<* of this nmiiv 
irs*; (here is hard I vans dipaitmvur of 
this minisiis nhi«h i did noi handle, 
moieia less mdi'iiendeiitiv. sono* mne 
or (lie othin 

bo log fivf a rv lorn sj*111*11 
ryjH*iieiKV irbriA has eiublvd ism 
A I am not cotninit 10 an\ com fusion 
about what uliimjii'ls |>cevaded wliiU* 
selei tmi* me .Ml I sav islhal so f.ir .is I 
«im yoiHi’ined. i havi* tvorkod here 
earliei and 1 am famdiar with this 
miiiisiiv M'heihri I siH’disfid m 
nol IS f«ir people lo ludct*. i*ol mt* 

(> Therv js .j srorv goinii .11 iniiid th.n 
.Mr Witkaraiam.in said dun rii* rhe* 
su(’.rr/ni*>ixj i*rx(*i7Jonr xA«o he is ji.o 
sixi.e on lit vox/ liis vln*pl<*ss xu^firs 
It 7 t«rr .ire fftc* xit.rrxi risxscx's 'hat 1 arise 
insornrrra xo a fiXi.irr«c* mxr.(s«<*r' 

A. Vou know the manaircmeiil of i'k* 
Indian eionomv is a difficult 1 isk; 
then' IS no duiihf about that To my 
ntind^and 1 bavi* had the ennerieiicv 
of wiakinp, in other eirmoink minis* 
tiie» also- each xnmistry is irrport.int 
ami vnicial. and must plav Its ow'n 
prisitive rrile in the building of thi* 
eionomy Therefwe. 1 do nor think 
that aiivune who pres de« over liiianve 
lan du svrneihing lary -xtraordm.iry 
alone. No diHibr ir i> the key mimiirv, 
a nodal ministry, it has to provide 
dirertion (o the rconomic and fiscal 
polK’ies But I think when Mr Venk 
ataraman ialk« uf sJeapJc<s niphts—l 
duiii'i react then, but I do feel that f 
was already passmi; sleepless niithrs 


In INS i.iiliiH itsstimflieDl ithr corn 
nierce miiMsiivi. wiiii a liiiitt M*idi* u.ip 
o| Ks TIKM) iiori's, and I si muh nr toons 
Ivi inao.ii;mc ihe sievi indusiis, pjiti 
(ul.iilv Ml I he si.iir of allajrs in uhiih I 
li.td u> t.ike DVrr—undei iitilis.i 
non ot i.iiMcitv. iKuto shortaue of 
uifi.isiiuv'ioi.il inpiiis: the pioblvuis I 
i.Ked m IIIV i'.irhei iissiunineiit wcir 
II*'I iiisiumtiiiini Ohviooslv ihe piol>. 
letns h<*te «iu much ppoic. but still. 

Q )'{nii tvrher 00/k n*is h,i\u\iily 
monn^trii: .* dr/i.irrrnenr; 1 x 1 f rruxjcr h i* 
axe r.ilki/ij; .rlvnit ihc lendei'diip til the 
ixormmt f’<*Jltir/*' ihv auestioii should 
hf ivfWi/.rsed to. nloir do von think .in 
I hr ni.iior /titiUleiiis ihM Jie vonliimi 
iiiii ilw fridinn ^ 

A Three basic prohlems. one. iilug- 
lUvh i*mwrh rale, K\otul. ixros^ under* 
ulilisaiioM of s.ip.ii'its. rhod, Inik nl 
duel I ion Vhvse wen* ihi* rnajur proh 
leiiis when ue Cook oltiie li has been 
pirssitih' 101 os to i.ike corrective mea- 
>ures hv v.irii/us pohev decisions and 
polii'v tniiiativt*s tn I he last three 
s’ears. bm \ would ni>l say that we are 
still out ol the wiHids \\V have to go u 
liini! w.iv In f)ui the eenuomy back on 
t In rails, and 1 * • h*is e pus it 1 ve im prove 
nu'nl m laruius st£v(oi« 

Cl* ,4ie HV going to see the same 
cooicmiioiiil mexhods oX solving nor 
ecoriotiiK'jm^h/ems. 01 Are ive going to 
Set* an rm of fxesh lit inking? 

A i,^7nde.s*i You know, to !*oin« ax- 
ienc this is a leading question, because 
if I sjv anything cither way it would 
hint ar the {>oiicics w Inch I am concein- 
pJaimg, which iil'viously I can't do on 

(hcevTor the budget se^yinn. But I can 
]Mnn( out (hut the eciinomy is in the 
right diriniioK; it hd< been put in the 
light dirts'Tinn. what is necess«ry now 
is to manage it and to see that there is 
no hitch. A sei’ond point i$: I men* 
tioned tn you that there are certain 
prohlemv like underutilisation of 
capacuv. The fir^t year ban seen a not 
too sithfactnry performance on the 
international trade account* and dis* 





itfifitr., 


turliing elements on lh« pric« front. 
The>« ai<* bvini; tackled. Whai n 
necessary is lu that there ts no 
fuiiher drift. And 1 would like to say 
that whoever undertaken the lenpoitni* 
^Uiry of manaxine the Indian economy 
ha^ no loom fur complacency any* 
where. 

Q: Yttu o.sed the rerm rhaf ynui 
^’orernmorfr rakexi /he eit>;jom.v in 
the rifiht dtrecrion. Can t see /ha/ e< n 
i mean as dtsrrncr from /akitrje 
the evtioo/n>’ rn /he M\ di reef ton ^ 

A: i.S'/mVcNi Mo. Rifiht direcrion simp 
ly means the correct direction; it is nut 
an ideoloKical rifihi or left. 

Q: There has h^n enough rom/nen/ 
rhdt rlw intst t9S0 finvernmenr nf Mrs 
^ridh; has shown a strong inchnaiion 
liMvanfs reverting the ieftism af the 
past: for irwance, the tmpressinn iji 
rhar /he guKVinment ts ready and 
wiUitig to u«e the private secror, even 
in core aieas, if the pubUe ‘ectnr fs 
(inahh' /<> dc/iver the goods. 

A. I would not nay that we have 
made anv change. You know, yim will 
have to go a little hack, and you will 
have to make .iti analysis of the indust 
I i.i) policy resolutions which we have 
Hilupied irorp time In lime. If you just 
look at those resolutions, whether of 
mh. or of 1973. and of 1980. you will 
find the hioud parameiers remaminit 
the same That means. Ktvi/iK the key 
rule In the public sector Marfiinal 
•uljustmcnis have been made to meet 
the ri'ijuirrmcnts of the situation pre¬ 
vailing ai that lime. But the public 
SCSI Of has In play a key rule in the 
Indian eiooomy. and it is playinfi that. 
The iMivoie secior also has lo play an 
unporiani role, and U too is playing its 
part. If would he uur effort, as has 
i)wii eiiuiKiiited in the latest policy 
rcsulution, to see that the two sectors 
phiv I hen iiselul roles, m iheir respec¬ 
tive areas. And I don't find anv change 
in that. 

Q. i nevvi stig^esrecf that. k/Ver the 
heavy iine.s//n(7;/ of deeadcs. il wouid 
he ptissiUle to change the cen/raf posi¬ 
tion of the puhhe strcuti in the Indian 
econumv. hu(>^ 

A: Ofi, no, no, no: peupie started 
thinking that we are not guing tu take 
over any unit, ur we are nor fining into 
any further naiionaUsatton. You know, 
after this government has come to 
puwet six commercial banks have 
been nationalised; seven jute mills 
were nationalised— 

Q: Skk jute mills. 

A. Sick jute mills. Some other tex> 
tile mills have been taken over. But 
the policy is not nationalisation for 
nationalisation’s sake; a nationalisa¬ 
tion or takeover if it is for the berter- 
ment of the economy. 

Q: Would you say thar in 2969 )mu 
had narionelisation for natMUtaJiga- 
rhu's sake? 

A: It was very necessary then to 
nationalise; to give such backlnc to the 
ecotinmy. I douY thi/tk that tlM pbe 
nufflenaJ growth of banking would 
have taken Place, even in the pnvate 
sector, if the fourteen commercial 
hanks were not naiionaJised then. Hie 
rowth in the banking sector from 
969 unwards, particularly compared 


to the time hefoce ISt>9 -yuu will find 
there is no match. And even the pit 
vdte vector instilutums haiv henelit 
led. In 1%9. after natiuiialiMiiiun. we 
got control uf nedilv 8.1 iiericni uf the 
banking secloi; 1!> per cent was Ml 
with the private sector. Whai wav the 
criteria for njinnialisaiiun? The total 
quantum of deposits in the bank. You 
will find that w’hen we took the svci>nd 
decision (Co nationalise more hanks i 
this quantum had increased onor 
mousiy. 

Q: Surelv much of this growth is 
thireiy a result nf infUuon. and the 
ionsetfuent fall m the value of money? 

A: True, hui even if you rake real 
value, after lemoviiifi the inflaiion 
factor, you will see an increase. I think 
(he aimtuni of depttsKs in the banking 
sector in 1%9 was about k$ H.UOtl 
crures. I do nni remember the exact 
figure but it was around that. Today it 
is around Rs 24.(100 criwea. Definitelv 
this cannot be accounted for merely bv 
infl«(w>ii There has been real growih 
And you will havd lo keep in mind that 
after nationulisariim. the hanks had to 
go to areas ini u wh wh I he conser va t iv e 
private hankers would nut have gimu 

Q’ The private .settttr Lomptaiifs iU.it 
the post-nationalisainni ore ffn lein i IJJ 
bunks r< hutting the eronomv 

A: With that I don't agree, ll I he 
private sector had hecume that cUi 
cieni. and I am not talking ol nnlv 
banking, the problem of taking ovet so 
manv sick units would not have come 



talked of sleepless nights f 
Mn'x react...I was already 
passing sleepless nights in 
my earlier assignment, with 
a huge trade gap of Rs 
5000 crores and (simul' 
taneously) managing the 
steel industry..." 


.ihoul at all. 

*1 'd* rii«’ upitA bevo/ni’ 

Mi'k hivao-if'<*/ the <or/'uprio/i cd nun- 
c-js. nut fheit jii(’tri< K7icy. 

A Not oiilv coiruption. Inefficiency 
al>«i. .And ll vdii c.iiiiuM juevent t<'i riip> 
tion. lhai iv.ilut lo sonic exienl iiicffi* 
CK ncy. 

t^: U’b.o <k< too think have hex'ii the 
riiHirr .abuiLnu'urs or thyfin.uuv 
miiustn «foriog the Uisi /ivo years? 

A: 1 o .t LOiwiileiahle exlonl (he 
ministry has Iwen abb- to i educe the 
rale nf iiitlalion. Sa conilly, lUc lU’ccs 
sary leadership ih.u was needed lor 
the ecunomv was |novi«fed iiy the 
tinance minisirv and ihe tiiiarce 
miiiisiur boi siisiaiKv, ihe ]iiM 
r.ihiiiet commilUT lli.il was eotisii 
tilled after ihe govenimenl came lu 
ponei in .lanuarv HMl was Ihe one nil 
mduslii.il iiifiastiuciiirc. Mio lin.tiwv 
minisit-i w as i lie chairman, msselfond 
M*me oihei minikivn were meinbei s 
As a liwiili of ihe (icrsisteiit eftnris ol 
thal I oinniil lee—ll eqnmt meei mgs. 
itleiililving the pi'oNvms. taking lor 
I ect 1. I* n>c.i' 11 f es. s hor I • tv I ni. 11 in g > 
leim, inediuin tel in—ioihiv you *md 
thal iheie has Iwen, 1 ivoirt siiv le 
niarkahlr. Inil iheic Ius'Iktii some 
VI slide im|i«ovi’iuenl in I lie uvailolnl 
IIS of dm milasiincTurai inputs. Tliv 
necessary leaiU iship was provulml lu 
the eirimuns. m in the Riaiiagvmeiit of 
the tH.niMiinv. .ind ii came liiim the 
iiiMiice niiiiisiiy 

P ll ilinig^ were mmiagcd so hnl 
hfiiuly. nhv u js ir founil nvicssary rn 
ihange the Imamv miiiisfir? 

A. tt'ksrrs his iluo.il> Nolaidv has 
suid lhat the change w.i^ made lie 
i.iUM* things weie not good, Nohndv 
has said Thai, noi even the Rnme 
kf mi slur 

I urmM like to swiuh onn rn 
another i>ub/ctr; this too does nut 
come under ihe ainbii of your badger 
pivposaly. The iww president of ihe 
Wisrfd Bank, upp^'inivd hy Mr Ronald 
Reagan, has lusi come to India: what 
HUS' the puiikise <uiJ inenmng of Mr 
Clausen’s vi.sjt. and wh.ii expeviatiuns 
th you have aficr youi thsnissions 
with him7 

A: A giHrtl queNtioii, ill fad. It deuJ^i 
wiih ihe tijsi imporiani task 1 lind tn 
uadeiloke after asMiniiiig liiis nf>n*c. 
You kium that nearly 4U per cerii nf 
the crudii is iiaiked tn India. This is 
the period of IDA VI Originally when 
IDA VI was negotiated, it wa« agreed 
that the total sum lor India would he 
oruund four and odd billion doil<**s. 
Subsequeiitly.’sume uf the dno'^r * -luri- 
tries, b^'ause of their own pioUIcnis or 
whatever it rmghi be. did not cutitri- 
buie and the tutal resources availahle 
to the World Bank for IDA VI dime in 
around 2.6 billmn \IS dollars. They are 
now trying to have a pro Ota cut in aul 
offered. We objected to that The 
argument ihey pul to ns was that India 
ha» a higher credit'won hi ness in the 
market, end ihctuforu ii was not nec«« 
sary fur India to dvjMmd sn heavily on 
IDA VI. But the IDA loan is jiractwaily 
interest free because only 0.75 service 
charges are being tcndorr <t an<: iln< 
loan has to be repaid over u very lanf. 




Npw, silver strengthens 
the bonds between us 


27th December 1956 marked a colourfui 
tHTginning. Colour^Chem was formed tomanu* 
iacturc pigment printing coknirs and binders 
ind i^nously And has not look ed back since. 

Wc VC i^own by leaps and hounds — progrcaavely 
expanding and diversifying to meet tw needs of a 
Wide range of industries. From pigments and dyev 
for lexti les. plast ics. pa in ts. printing ink s and mhbei 
to colours. chcmicaK, auxiliaries for leather, and 
I nierinedia les for pharmaecut icah dyesi uffs and 
pesticides 


In our sUver jubilee year, we thank all those who 
have coni ributnl tu our growi h. The ind ustries. The 
trade. Our collaboralors and selling organiaations. 
And all those wonderful people who need and 
cherish cuhnir— per^lc like yiHi 

Inspired hy your needs, we solemnly renew our 
quest for even greater success—to help ihe silver 
tK)nds of our relai kinship ta kc on yet anothe r Jazz I* 
inghue Brilliant, scintillating gold 


Colour Chfm 


COLOUR«CH£M LIMITED. j*m (.nuidigaie KeciamHtioa, bumbay 







period of SO yean; to, it it wm 
attractive. During my ditcussiont with 
the World Bank president 1 tned to 
Imprest upon him that India and other 
developing countriet are Interested in 
leeuig that the total resourced avail* 
able to (he bank for IDA remain intact 
and there is no dilution; that nieaM, it 
should be moae than four billion US 
dollars and not less than chat. And we 
should persuade the donor countries 
that whatever be their problems they 
should not reduce this commirment. 

The second point was: it is true rbat 
India has creditworthiness elaewherei 
but it must be kept in mind that if 
India is ge^ag IDA funds it is because 
India fulfils all the objective condi* 
tions laid down for the loan, and, in 
fact, because we fulfil the conditions 
we should be entitled to SO to 60 per 
cent of the total IDA credit, instead of 
which we are getting only 40 per cent. 
Our point of view is thet eiready we 
are getting less than our due. and it 
would be completely unjustified if 
even this was reduced. Moreover. In* 
dia receives the lowest official de* 
vclopment assisunce; per capita it is 
2.2S dollars. Many other countries, 
whose prorata share in IDA may be 
much leu when compared to India's, 
are getting this essistance to the rune 
of 10 to li dollars per capita. These 
are the two major arguments. We had 
discussions with the World Bank presi* 
dent on these lines. His problem Is 
that he has nn resources, and if he has 
no resources then he will have to cut 
his coat according to the cloth avail¬ 
able to him. Discuulons are still ^ng 
on, and 1 hope we have been aUe to 
register our points. 

Q: Wh»i do you Do you tbink 
your ornaments wilt have any jmpacf .’ 

A: They will have impact; I have 
said we have managed to register our 
points. But. after all, the resources 
have to first come from the donor 
countries. 

Q: If we don’t ger (hrs IDA loan, how 
do we make up the shortfall? 

A: There are twu other windows, the 
IBRD and the IFC. 

Q: But with much higher interest 
rates. 

A; Yes, with much higher interest 
rates. We are exploring other sources 
for loans. Of lace, we have also begun 
to raise finance through borrowings. 
There are two projects I can chink of: 
one is tha.Usha project at Malko and 
the other is the Paradip steel project; 
both are by and large financed exter¬ 
nally, 

Q: Mr Clausen, in his opening srare* 
menr in this country, took special care 
to mention that the terms of trade for 
developing countries were dereriorar. 
ipg during this era of high inflaiicm 
and protectionism and they were going 
to get worse. If this is what the situa¬ 
tion is going to be. how am we going to 
narrow the trade deficit, how are we 

i oing to make the htans we are raking 
rum the IMF and elsewhere prodac- 
rive? 

K: In fact, it is the developed coum 
tries, the industrialised countries, 
which should cake note of this factor. 


In the mid 70s tbe net d^icit nl all the 
oil'importing countries vras roughly 
about seven bllUon dollars. In 1980. 
this had risen to more than 80 billion 
dollars; ii has gone up by more than 
ten tifnes. This is the point precisely 
which Mr Venkataramao impressed 
upon the Wmid Bank authorities and 
others, and this is whai 1 tried to 
impress upon the World Bank presi* 
dent, that if the utuatioa is allowed to 
continue in this fashion where would 
tbe market for the developed coun* 
tries come from? I am talking of the 
market for the developed countries; I 
am not talking abuut my own problem 
As a developing country I have been 
pushed to the wall, and I will not have 
any resources to augment my impels 
to uck up my industrialisation. Neith¬ 
er can I imp^ machinery, nur equip¬ 
ment, nor spares, nor technology. $n, 



"If the private sector had 
become that efficient, and I 
am fX)t talking of only bank¬ 
ing, the problem of taking 
over so many sick units 
would not have come about 
_ at all. ” _ 

tlieoretically, tbe develupniR country 
can say, ’All right, my induct rial ck*- 
velusHHeni U not taking place: I wav 
poor, I am beenming pourcT. But where 
will you now get your market?' If tUv 
market of the oil-imponing developing 
countries U lost to the developed 
world, can their economicN he sus 
tained? Therefore the policies they are 
pursuing, either in the furm of protec 
tionlsm. nr Tightening up as Far as the 
aid window or the soft loan window is 
cuflcerned, will ultimately recoil no 
them. The methods they are adopung 
to overcome some of (heir shun-cetm 
problems will lead to much mori' se 
rious long-term problems for ihem 
This question wa^ raised, and I have 
stwli this oui oil earlier (ncxmihis. 
When 1 found a huge trade gup on the 
iniernatiorial trade acccHini us oim* 
merce mimster/my’normal tviidcmy 


should have been to opr for the easier 
option of tightening the belt and going 
in fur rectrictive policies. B il 1 did not 
opt for liiai. Why? Because 1 thought 
that by miunrdining the liberalised 
loipurt poliev, and hy adjusting it in 
sw’h a wav ihai it would help to widen 
the production base both for domestic 
consumptuio and f<»r vkpurt, and (a 
update the ushiuilogy^if i could 
maintain the liberalised import policy, 
it would help me in ihe long run. So we 
have been mamtatumg the lilierahsed 
impurl policy through 19H0 and 1981 
with a Jiiile adjjsroiem. Now, if you 
examine my trade account: 70 perceni 
of mv export earning i$ being spent on 
importing petrol and perroTeum pro¬ 
ducts. In 1778-79 this came ro Rs 1700 
croros; today it in mure than Rs S.SCK) 
crores, and the quantum imported le* 
mains more or less the same. Obvious¬ 
ly m 1980 imports Iniroused a little bit 
because of the Assam situation; now ii 
will be a litile less. However, the fact 
remains that nearly two thirds of my 
export earning is being used lu impnn 
just one commodity. So the iinswer lies 
in larger productiim of petrol and 
petroleum products It is nut u qoev 
lion of policy, it IS n qnestitm uf lurgei 
utilisation of installed vapacitv iiiid 
roevtiiig the demand and suppiv iNxsi- 
(lon. That is one aspect which will give 
mv some leverage. Secondly. I do hope 
that the sluggish growth of export ihai 
we witnessed in the late Seven tits, 
particularly afier 1977 78—up to '77, 
for I he previous three years we had 27 
per eeni giowth; suddenly it lame 
down to 7 iiiid 7 ^ per cent; '80*'8l was 
very had, hut in 1981 82 1 am expect 
itig. at a very ions\*rvaiiveeMimute. Jh 
to 17 per cent growth. So, the (xiiicy 
measures that we have taken arc show¬ 
ing (vsulis. Aiui, just as It was {KissiUIv 
for us to overcome the first oil crisis iu 
(he eativ 70> bv (he mid 7Us, iIk' 
tKeM;iit ImUiicc of jiavmenls pndilvm 
we will be able to overcome in a shun 
span 

Q: Mr CUun'n said that tnduhwoiild 
iHH'd to evolve «i ni'iv jnve.'Fmenr 
srj*.(teA:.v to mw the pieseni liiltiaihy. 
and bluiw dvttiii’iii.iiioii .iml lyi.ipmui 
ism UViat drH's he mean hv pr>ig- 
mjnsm? 

A: The industti.il policv ivsolotion 
whiih we hiivv made «le,iily shows 
(hat i>ur investment (Xiliiv is to gel 
results Aiiolhei l-iclot that voit will 
havi* to keep m rnind is the c.ipital 
issues, and the rising (rend m icccnt 
years of loans and delteiituius; rho 
(lends .ire vetv encouraging. The ex¬ 
act liguies I doa’l have. Imt viiu can 
check lip Jiul von will se«< ihiit lUe 
in vest me in climate in 1980 81 ;ind 
then 198I-H2 in verv encimragin;: 

(J. Where i» the fresh Invvf^lment 
really tnung lo come iiom ro /uef the 
hoomiiig otxmiiiny ihui you pjeJicr.^ 

A In ihe Plan document wv have 
earmarked nearly Kh 97,r»0ll crores «»f 
invest mem in the pobhc secioi The 
.iddiiional investmeni will come m.un 
Iv fiom the uie.is ol domestic savings, 
and our rate ol s«ivings has been 
leasonahly high lor (he ImsI thies* or 
four vears, I won't suv vqrv high, hul it 
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Suited for power to bring out the lion In you* 








tsretsonably sitisfactory. Tbe preseni 
BUrkct fKM imiicttes tba( ibM la ■ 
poiiibility for grotter rcaourcM fron 
Mvings. Th« planned investiMRi will 
ahore up the inveaimant climeie. 

Q: I Mifve tht ?/«it site is beine 
curt sited beceuse of ibe govemmenrs 
unwillingness to sax. 

A: Na. It hit not yet been fineJued. 
And it it also a leading question! 

But will you tonxjder new ideaa— 
for examplt, will the pubtie sector be 
allowed to open its share base to the 
public to raise resources.’ 

A: That I canhot answer right now. 

Q: Well, Mien we can go bacA to the 
MW/round of tbe IMF loan? ¥fhat 
t^'ificaUy art wtaoing to do with the 
Jcs S,M0>crore IMF loan? How are we 
going to pur that money to work? 

A: In broad terms, that loan is bast* 
cally fur the reaintenaoce of tbe eco* 
nooy. As I mentioned to you, it will 
take me some time u> increase my 
eiport to have rescryes and sufficient 
Jeveraic to overcome the deficits 
which I am facing right now. How does 
one do the sHon*ierm management? 
This is one aspect. It is not nccessaiy, 
therefore, to ^ the loan in one initaV 
ment; it can be spread over. 

Q; Do you know of any country 
which has emerged unscathed from 
the IMF loan? And why do you think 
we will Mat away? 

A : Because the Indian economy has 
the resilience and capability. This is 
not the mid Sixties. We are talking of 
the Eighties. And our economy is much 
more firm todav. After all, we are.nbt a 
net Importer of food today. Retnem^ 
two things. India is one country which, 
in a very short ^an of tine, overcaioe 
the first oil crisis. And from a runaway 
inflationa^ situation, if I remember 
correctly in 74 September the rate of 
inflation was more than 30 per cent, 
we could reach by March 76 a tero 
rate of inflation, a negative rate of 
inflation. And this despite a war in 
1971. But the management of the eco> 
nomy could lead us to a situation 
where we could snain a negative rate 
of inflation and, for the first time, an 
n per cent growth in the industrial 
sector, and for the first rime in the 
history of this country a modes\ sur* 
plus on the inrernational trade 
account in 1976'77. Therefore the lndi< 
an economy has the strength and cour* 
age to overcome its proolems; it has 
tite farmers and the workers and the 
strong determination of the people. 

Q: The bearer bonds scheme—some 
people even say :hat you are the 
originator of the idea— 

h'. The government of India is the 
originator (smiles). 

Q: ^ you have any idea ebour how 

to attack tbe psychology of nucation, 
whkh is at least one of the root causes 
of inflation? 

A: All these questions I will answer 
after the budget (iaughs). 

Q: Of course, of course; f keep 
forgetting. Would you like to answer a 
question about what kind of credit 
pciUy you would faeour for the neat 
phase of tbe economy? 

A: The time is very bed for such 


questions f laHgiu); if it was September 
or October, or if it was after MarclL.. 

Q: We will be deltghred ro rerum to 
you after March. Then, since you are 
so badly pressed for time, shall we end 
with a few questkms about Benget? 

At Oh yes. 

Q: Why dues the Cwifpessfl) seem so 
frightened of elections in West 
Bengal? 

A: We are not averse to the idea of 
elections, nor are we averse to tbe idea 
of the elections being conducted ^ 
certain other political parties. Keep in 
mind one factor: whenever the Marxist 
parties cane to power, it was not they 
who conducted tne ejection s -we were 
in edmlnisiratioii. When the first uri' 
ited front govemaeni came to power 
in Bengal in 1967. Mr P. C. Sen was the 
Congress chief minister, and the chief 
miniuer himself was defeated. 

Q: You, incidentally, were then in 
the opposition, an ally oi the Marxist.v 

A: (Smtfes) I was in BaagU Con¬ 
gress. 1969: second united front, Con¬ 
gress was reduced to SS scats despite 



**1 do not interlere at all in 
Bengal politics and I have 
no mind and, to some ex- 


I would say. politely, 
tat I do not have much 
time either for ^ngal poll' 

. tics." 

the fact that the state was under a 
centrally administered guvernment. 
1971: the same thing; CPUMl alone got 
113 seats; centrally administered gnv- 
ernmcni. Even take the case of 1977, 
when the Congress lost despite Mr 
Siddbaitha Shankar Ray being there. 
Uy point is we have allov^ the 
elation machinenr to conduct ejec¬ 
tions impartially. The Prime Minister 

has been defeucc-d, chief ministers 
have been defeated, the ruling pany 
has been completely routed: we have 
not interfered with the election 
machinery. All we want is that the 
election machinery should be impar¬ 
tial and should be allowed to function 
impaniaiiy. Now. you don't have to 
believe Congressmen; just take the 
election commission's reports on 1977 
and 1910 aod find out how many votes 
the CPhM) poUod ia 1977 and bow 


many votes they polled in 1980, and 
you will find a huge difference. 1 am 
giving vou the example of one consti¬ 
tuency. This seat has been retained by 
a Marxist MP five times. Each tine he 
won, his votes varied between 110,000 
to 128.000. In 1980 he got 264,000 
votes! How do you rectmcile yourself 
to that? What happened be t ween 1977 
and 1980 that the total number of 
voters increased by 100 per cagt? 

Q: Berhapr the CPf(M) was geitiag a 
larger share of (he vo(e. 

A; But how can the total number of 
votes increase? It is not that the 
CPI(M) was getting a better percen¬ 
tage; the total electorata hod in¬ 
creased. What the CPI{M) did was 
include the names of underage per¬ 
sons, teenagers. 

Q: Yes, bur neirher vour party nor 
Mr Pnyaranjan Das hfunsni's pwtv 
has been able to give the SfyKific 
instaore.v fhai Mr Shakhder has asked 
for. 

A: Now they have given it. I do 
admit it wav late, but now they have 

e iven it I don't know. J stay in Delhi, 
ut what our people uy is tbit even 
when they dv complain their com¬ 
plaints are not registered by the local 
■dministraiion. Alter all, the election 
commission has no machinery; the 
commission has to depend on the state 
machinery everywhere. Even the chief 
elKtoral officer is an officer of the 
government. Now. what happens Is 
this: you are an enumerator, it you do 
n<n entertain my complaint, i will have 
to go to the deputy collector, ibereat- 
ler 1 will have to go to the collector, 
and then w fonh... 

Q: Will you allow the CFfiM) to 
conduct the elections? 

A: Our people have said very clearly 
that if ihocleitoral rolls are set right, 
after that it is for 1 he election commis¬ 
sion to set the date for the elections. 
Wheiher the CHiMj is in power or nut 
in power hardly matters. When we 
came in 19HU we were qot in power. 

Q: Nnw that the state cabinet has 
rtxommended ihat the elections be 
held in March, do you think, in the 
interests of democracy, the elections 
cen be postponed? 

A: Democracy means that elections 
must be free and fair. Being in the 
Omgress Party we can say proudly 
that we have ensured free and fair 
elections, and .sometimes we have be¬ 
come victims of h. In the first election 
itseh 1 remomlier (in 19S2| eight chief 
ministers were defeated. In Bengal I 
think ail the cabinet ministers apart 
from Dr B. C. Roy were defeated. 
Therefore.. 

Q: One Usi question. Are you at 
Icggerheods with vowr cehiaet vttl- 
league and fellow Bengal Mr Cani 
Khan ^houdhurr.^ 

A: iLaiighfi Absolutely out of the 
question. 1 have no axe to grind in 
stale politics, and there is no area in 
which we two disagree. In the first 
place. I do not interfere at all in 
Bengal politics, and I have no mind 
and, to some extent I would say, polite- 
W. that 1 do not have much time either 
for Bengal politics. 
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A Tale of Two Villages 



By M. J. Akbar 


ffte fixv t$tt wts written by tb$t 
msMer. ^rtmtbtn^. $nd it is About 
Dbi(bi ChAoiar «nd bjs /ovjif wift 
Jlrnrij. Tite Mcond $tory is ibout # 
«MAA who hts iusj atppt^ into her 
twwtits, ■ womon ciJhd Soroytni. 
7Tiu first itofy is set in tbe I920t, Jhs 
Mcond to jj) IndM irbxcA ftii b 

CoiutuutioA vj/b a !o( of words wriv 
iei> in jf. h the tast vretk of December, 
Satniit Kay began showing to select 
J4MMACM I short film henad made 
from a ^oiehand etory. Sadiuti (De¬ 
liverance): in this rliB master of cine 
ma had powerlullv etched out the pain 
and silence and aeath ntrte of Dvkhi 
Cbamar Coincidentally, towards the 
end of that taae week of December, 
on the 3<kh. in a still unknown village 
of Serhupui, ifl the gathering chill of 
dusk, the tragedy of Nsreyani was 
enacted. Both the villages belong to 
that world which Mahatma Gandhi 
described to his deaf countrymen as 
the "real fndiA”; in bocA fJio stories 
fbe objects of torture and death were 
tbe PMp/o the Mahatma had christ¬ 
ened the ‘cbddroif of God”' harijans^ 
fremeheed, Sa9ajji Ra^, Sarhupur: 
an and life were a mirror to each 
other; time and pious retolutions had 
changed nothing: the rea/ India still 
Jived our in awful realities. 


Art. Sadgati. 
Opaning aaqiiaitca. 


The celm utd sciU soft lisbt of a 
sufcmer aoreing: ihe worry on Jhur 
is’s face is at oods with the fresnoeia 
and serenity of the environment. She 
turns to her I 2 year<ld daughter, Dha* 
nia,an esquisiteiy beautifur child Just 
a moment or two away from adulthood, 
and asks her where her father is. 
C>haaia is sweeping the courtyard; she 
pauses to answer that her father has 
gone to cut some pass. Irritation fur* 
rows Jburia's forehead. Munering, she 
struo off to look for Dukhi Chamar: 
there he Is, doing tbe only thing he 
knows bow to d^ cutting grasst his 
face and body alre^y dred by work, a 
debilitating ferer, and tbe lack of 
food. Doesn't he know tbai he has logo 
to Pandit Ghasiram’s house to inVite 
the priest over so tbit an lospicioui 
date can be fixed for DhnniaS mar* 
I riage? Dukhi looks bard at bis wife, a 
i touch of anger inflaming his nostrus: 

S what did she think be was cutting this 
grass for? After aU, be could not go to 
the peai Pandit's house empty* 

4 Seiru Pitif as Jhuria in Saijidit Ray’s 
film Sadgaii 








Anyone who wwtt» to rule m«nfirgttr1e» to humNuda them, to tick ttwn out of their rights end their capedty for 
resistinee. tMiN they are as powerleei belore him as snimsis. He uses them Wte snimals end, even if n» doM not 
tell them so, inhimeetf he always knows ouitecieerty that itwy mean just as little to him; when he speaks^ his 
intimates he will call them sh^ or catw. His ultimate aim is to incorporate them kite himsatf and suck the 
subslance out of them. Whatremainsof them afterwards does rtot matter to him. The worse ha has treeted them, 
the more he despises them. When they are no more use at aV. he deposes of them as he does his excrement, 

simply seeing to H that they do not poieoA the air of his house. 

From DonW WW noNWtv EfeM CwwW. «mw of NoM piQe Ipr ittwswie. 1 fSi 


baad«d, could be? In uu com, why 
didn't ihe juei to eboue tiniehuia bar 
own work? where wouid the Fenat tit 
when be cene? He would never lii ob 
» ea uetouchable'i cot. So whet emi^ 
monca hed the aede to tolve t£et 
probtem? 

Jhurie: even an uaiouduMe'c ojdM- 
ence hee oot robbed Iwr of iaBoceocOi 
the went! to borrow a coc Iron 
heedmaai DukM teUt hor tho feett of 
her lilt: the vouldn'i |ei • coal to 
burn a fire with from theirn. not to 
tpeak of ■ cot. Dukhi picks up (be 
bundle of srai»> stunhlet e liRle under 
the load, Jburia runs to belp biA. 
Chikhl then telle her all she muet do 
wHllt ha goes ro fetch the Fendii. Ho 
wUI brins tdme mebue leavee, which 
ere considered holv, and she cen Mbe 
a leaf mat on which Uw Pandit can ait, 
and a leaf plate on which they can' 
keep tome food at a gift to the prlett. 

S a mutt take che daughter of the 
(who ii touchable) to (be vUlage 
mAu’s shop and tik her to buy iht 
(hem til the things they need: a seer of 
eire, half a seer of rke, one pm of .daf. 
half a pee of gbee. sell, bafdl, tno 
than iha mutt rtmamber to keep four 
annae in one comer of the plate. 

And sha must ramember to oem, 
never touch anythiogi Nthia to gojob 
he /leVegai 

OukAi rofueee to aat anythios Is 

cate it un lat^it'i a good wile to the 
bmhmui't house, and he might bIm 
P anditj I if he delays. Anyway, it’s only 
e question of bnoging him to the 
hdueer He will not teke very long, 
Dukhi seys, and she mutt tet every- 
thing done before he gets back. 


RMtlty. Sartiupur. 
30 Dacambar 1981. 


The winier triads gkilt bone io 
the Hit lead that iwacpf away aouib 
from tbe Himalayaa, adding a covre* 
live tdga to the tanparatura which is 
hovering tingle digit degrees above 
lero. By sii thirty, the tun, a lata 
deperter in che noctfa. has f isaUy gone 
down taking awn Ita warmth; the' 
world if lUpping (brough the gaum of 
duik into tna darkneB of a night 
decorated with an unfatboBable pr^ 
fusion of fUra, brigM but not wim. 
Now the fires are bong lit for the own 
to huddle around and ^*^*»**g^ tbt 
day’s goaslp, whUa ^ waaiig are In 
the kitchen prepariag whate ver food 
their ******. can allow then. 

Naraya]il*i threwy«ar<old ton, a con¬ 
fident. vocal, lovable brat, had bad, 
like the rest of hU family, Juet friod 









poticoes for the efiernoon meal. Th« 
‘'niy food evaUeble mu pocetoce, end 
Chet was whet Narayani wae prepahni 
to cook for dinner too. Three'yev*ola 
Dayasbankar began protestin|} he 
wanted some roti atoog with the aioa 
Narrtyari’s heart could no! say no, and 
she i.sk« d her husband Ragbuvar Day* 
al 1 '' 80 to the village (as everywhe^ 
els^ n tht 'tountry, the kanjans are 
not allowed to live in the main viUau. 
but uanted a humiliaiiQi space on the 
ouciaiRs) ro borrow a cupful of am so 
that she could make the rotJ. Raghuvar 
Dml left to get iha flour. 

fhart were not many men in the 
haiijaa butt at that momeni. Almost 
•U m then were at a meeting taking 
place at Mangaitingh Jatav's place. It 
was an important meeting: they 
wanted to make a ioini appeal to the 
govemment for a higher Keroeene ra* 
tion for the stoves they used to shape 
the bangles which gave them their 
livalihoM. The henians did not have 
land; they worked either ae landless 
labourers^ or for the fkmriahing and 
famous bai^e industry oi nearby 
Feroaabad. Inis meeting saved ibeir 
lives. 

New the shadows had become dark 
enough to camouflaga a stranger's 
face, and from the hm aetUiag over 
the field suddenly eBergad three 
young men. They were wearing poUce 
uniforms; their faces wore pertiilly 
masked; one had a lerch; lU had 
fune—eopblstkitod weapooa, iaclud* 
log the SLR and .Kl carbine. They 
found en old woman trudging beck to 
the village; they aaked her the way to 
the har^B beati. She pointed vaguely 
in the airectlon. and ran away, tern* 
find. Santoahi. a child still not in her 
teeaii was returning from the lieldh 
whan tbeee three young men ceugbi 
her. "Ai ffMrhi, chimtnn Jre mohiUa 
fcavn5ahai?”<Kid.wbeTeis the place 
where thechanars live?) She replied 
thet the jtteva lived there. One hard 
slap Ktoes her face, “/tiav nahin, 
cAemir* ihev said. They were 
punishing her for using the more re* 
spectable cena for these hahjtasi she 


had called them and not che- 
mars. 

Then they turned into the narrow 
line which would take them to the 
buti of the harijaas. and to an 
appoinoBeot with aiurdier. 

Art. Sadgtti. 

A Pric#. _ 

The sandalwood lines mu« be drawu 
with love and ronfidsmre and care; 
after all. ihu u the peiai which is the 
source of the brahmin's power, not to 
mention feds bellooaine oeUy. ?aodii 
Ghasiram is • master Of this art. and if 
in no hurry to finish kiis deco^ona. 
Ha then goes tteou^ liii Bsoming 
whik his wife, the plump Lak* 
shmi CPaaditji'i third wife; the ocher 
two have died-^t was the will el the 
pods), sits on the ifioer verandah peel* 
mg the vegetables for the aherBooo 
A barking dog announces the 
amval of the moraivs first vtsliQr. 
His pvU over, Pandit ubastran pours 
himieu a glass of comfortiag bhang to 
help him through tht day, then goes 
out to enquire why the dog is berkmg. 
OufchlChamer is waiting. Sitting on hu 
haunches. 

Dukhi Immediately pcostrstes him* 
self before the mahart/ The priest, 
bored, concentreies on his hhaog. Ah, 
so'(he fhamar wsnti him to find an 
auspicious date. Gbasiram'i son. 
sdmfemoks IS hand, co mes out ana 
stops to watch whst is happaoiog. 
paogii (aiatiram howls: "Wfeiat are you 
ftopping for? Get gefna or youH be 
late for school egainr Tb^ is no 
need for a child to sat an untouchable 
chamar ualaas be is absolutely forced 
to. 

•You think I am free to go anyclma 
anybody wants me to go soywhere?* 
Pgndit Ghatiram asks, stalling for 
time: his nmd Is tbewfeiere. searching 
for profit and less. 'You will have to 
wait," the priest tells the chaniar, and 
there is glint of relief in the chtmar's 
eyes: the holy priest has said yes. be 
has said he will come, all be wanm me 
to do is srait s Uttlai Well, sgyY the 


priest, siDce Dukhi will have to wait a 
bit why doesn't he use his drne to 
sweep the Irmt of tbs house? Of 
course, mahan^ of course. And where 
should be keep the bundle of grass be 
has brought as an offering? lo front of 
the cow, you dimwit, where else? 

Sweeping cornu eesUy to the cAs* 
mar; after all the human rata has kept 
him alive only to dean its dirt. Ehiknl 
finishes his work quickly and calls out, 
"IfaharR;/* Dukhi has completed his 
sweeping. Ob. In that case, there Is a 
pile of hay which has to be carried 
across the field to tfeie fodder bio. It's a 
bit of a distance but what's that lor a 
tough chap like Dukhi? And listen: 
^ter the m is dona, split soma wood, 
will you? There's a log outside under 
the tamarind tree waich hu to be 
dropped up into small bits. 

Dukhi stares at the hay, and the first 
signs of deqiiair now feteun to appear 
on bis eesacuted lace . Dukhi has nsvsr 
laamt to know anger; but be has 
known despair many times, so many 
times. 

lo the maantlDS, iha pretty, chirpy, 
playful Dhania, quits eicited by the 
unportance of the day but desperately 
try^ not to show it, dastwrataly 
trying to remain the child who plays 
hopscotch, has mado a lovely plate out 
of Aioua leavas. And Pandit Gha* 
■iram Is giving a lesson from the Gita 
to a young chap whose wife has died 
(text for the day: so what?). Dukhi, 
very drcd and very helpless, comes 
again to the door to be met with an 
irritable. "Have you chopped the 
w^?" No. Dokhj does not know 
v^tre the axe ts. Ha ii told; hs finds 
the axa. It ii not a very heavy axs, and 
blade is blunt, but Dukhi picks it 
tm and goes to sei^ for the huge log 
cs vrood whkh he must chop Into smajl 
bits in order thsi a priest may cone to 
feiis doorstep and me command ot a 
rcligioa that has placed him on tho 
lew of exffement might be obeyed. 

R«ality. Sarhupur. 

nias In tha Night. 


^dgsrc^Aun'e warm her husband sgeinsr scrainrng Aiaseif siact be bar nor AtUy 
recorer^ from his few 


The hlUers came quickly through 
the lane to the space where the han* 
% bouses began, and stopped. Aboui 
If a doreo yards away, from Inside 
r hut. SO>year>old Chimeli's daugh* 
•in-law had told her, "Mother, pul 
f bufaUo Wj it will become dark.” 
laaseli had just stepped out of her 
t when one m the killers came in her 
ly. A question mark appeared on the 
1 woman's face. The answer came 
mediately: two bullets, one in fernr 
ck and one in her chest. The old 
•man dropped dead. Her daughter* 
law shrank into the darkness of the 
I and hid under the AAeOya (cot), 
ishan Swaroop was lying no a da* 
in; hearing tna staccato bunt of 
Uett be dropped down and hid in 
e tub meant for the buffalo's food, 
d witnessed the theatre of assault 
d dMtfa. 

To (be right of Chameli'i hut was 
UB Swaroop’s, and his son Prem 
sgh, in his late twenties, vras sund* 




was once again sending oui a aesuge: 
a message that was as okd as kisc^ 
could recall. The message leas that 
harijans would live and die, work or 
perish, at ihe behest of their supenors; 
ihey had no eiisrence of their own 
eacepi a> completely dehuoiaiused 
slaves. 

It took fifteen fiuftuies for the three 
young kdicrs who bed cotne frooi the 
darkness to snund out their message in 
that spKial Morse code of the gun. 
After these fifteen minutes they 
turned their attention to a woman 
called Narayani. 


Art. S«dgati. 

De«th tn the Afternoon 


1 




iMtDSe. How cao • cAtaar «iicer • 
PMtfir^bouM? Aim aU. tbeae 
«r« to bolj «b4 cleaiw it way the 
world fivet tbcn to much prcetife, to 
much power. Thn are not diauin. He 
bad irows to old la thit verv viUa^ 
•od yet be had im eren (eanu to 
mueb) Which it why wbn the paadi- 
ttyin throw* the co^ Oukhi treers it 
at if It Wit a |ih froa hteven itself. Re 
proitretH himielf ec her feet, ud 
cries out, ’‘UothOTi it wet e greet 
minikc o«i aiy pen thee 1 entered your 
bouse. I beve, eher ell. oely ■ chew's 
sense. If we chenert were net such 
fools, why would we let kicked eround 
to nuchr 

The rheaser't tears have touched 
tone vuue chord in Lakibmi. Sbe 
pm beck to her Place beside bar 
■usbeod, who ii itill cbewiAe his cud. 
■nd after be bas hnally finuaed, 
her husband to live the cAamar soae* 
tbiag to eat. Are there any reds left, 
•ski the peodii. A couple. Ob, Just 
that. What uic ere ■ couple of nns to t 
ebuner^TbeM feltewi, when they eet, 
need at loan a seer of flour. One seer/ 
"Porgst it.*^ teyi -irho it 

C k| to go to such a bother la ibu 
r for a cAsBar^" 

Dukhi drags beeviiy sr the chifas. 
trying deseerstely to draw ooeritb* 
Mht out or smoke. Sooe tbe mobo is 
over too, and Dukhi goes beck to 
chepoiBi that vhvlont wood. Pandit 
Chanram hesH Us mouth thoroughly 
of tbe staias and particles of tbe aiea]. 
and then lays huisolf down to tbe 
comfort of sleep and snores. And for 
ball aa Iwtf sntbout pautt. his anaar 
rialag in diract prop^ien to his in- 
effectlveoass, DuJthi bamaMrs away at 
tbit unaniwerlng tree moh luddealy 
Dukbl leooa his teaptr. aad fUnga tba 
ue away, aad the iRt arcs towir« tba 

S B on which an aghast brabmia, 
by, ducks to avoid it. Dukhi is 
at bimsatf bow did ha got 
ingry> What has ha denei Ha runs to 
retneve the axe, and apolo0ias pr^ 
fuaely to the brahmin. Ina brahmin is 
too stunned. AiMther rwber up to him 


Jburia. 
band to 


to aak whet has b ap p eu ed. *He-chrew> 
aa-esmac*Bel. He must have gone 
bowk." 

(Let us now pewse in ov narrauve, 
and aaouma that Dukhi betonis to the 
Age of tbe Crocodile Tear and Shame* 
]m COTor vp. The story of bis death Is 
picked up by a jounalut, aad qukkly 
gats Mtioul publicity. Tba chin 
miaiater cd Uttar Pradeah, acccape* 
Qied by hes hose minister and the 
iaaoactor'feaeral of police, gets into 
tbe state nebcoptcr and laaos at the 
qeicfcly coosmicced hchped. He goes 
straight to Jhuria*i house and 
• grant of iii 10,000 for 
a peons iob for Dhania's bus' 
to he. and rends and eloetTkity 
for tba village. Now the milliog youT' 
nalifta ask why Oukbi died. TW chief 
minister puUa a bag face, myi that 
what happened is very sad. nut we 
must see thiags d perspective: the 
brehatios of ibe village are not loully 
to blame for ih* tnaedy. Why> Walt 

a tee, ir teems tnei Dukhi, apart 
beiogevtryillma> behedvery 
bod fever aad he should not have 
offered of kis own accord (mark that 
phrase; that n a favourite pbresa of 
tbe estabUshaant when' it warns to 
cover apt to work for Peadit Chatiram 
who, altar all, was wUling to pay him 
. bodiomaly ia additioo to genareualy 
halplnt him out by Hang aa auip(> 
. cious oai# for Dhenia's wadding Plus, 
eow this is slightly ombarmBag but 
we have to say it la ibt intare sta d 
nth. Dukhi was also mad. Tha fever 
bad (laariy affected his brela. There 
are witatsiat wbo saw him throw aa 
ais at a brahmin wte was pasdng by 
while ha w«i worklnn AccordUg to 
aomo poopie. it wet Dukhi who was 
try^ to Stan i east# war actual- 
ly...TM nast day newspaper headlines 
ovcifully perroi that. The borne miais- 
ter comes down from Dolhi and 
anaounces that it was all really an eld 
family feud, but barfJaM should be 
armed. His aueister of state prempOy 
deoies (hat there is any dIm to arm 
hariiaas. Hie Prime kiaismr then 


blames the opposition for stanijig vi¬ 
cious rumours. But now back to rTe- 
BdiaBd*s sbon erory and Satyajit 
Ray’s film) 

Dukhi becomes overcome with 
weehneis, end his eyes close on brim- 
mng tears; be breaks down and sobs. 

Paedit Gbasirui's eyes own. He 
bUnki twice to adjust nimseu to the 
sunlight, gets up, gurgles, washes his 
face, lu^ away a peaa into one side 
d bis mouth, aad comes out of tbe 
bouse. Aad what does Pandit Gbasir- 
an see when he comM out? Hiat 
cAaasar Dukhi ile^Agl And that 
Mock of wood if ttul unebopped, in 
fact it is eaacily as it wai. Pandit 
Cbasiram gets angry. So this is what 
Dukhi did (be moment his beck was 
turned! The saying was perfectly true: 
let the oaacA (ww) get a full itomteh 
end they would begin looking the 
other way. He orden Dukhi to gat 
bosk to work. 

Now a passion surges through 
Dukhi, a nga which inflamoi tba been 
aad rushes to iba head He must 
deftat (bat block of wood. Hit it. 
Harder. Aad Pandit Chasiram, bit 
bands an bis hips, begfai keepini time 
to tba frmuied sc^es of the im; yes, 

3 harder, that's it, harder, tbara, it 
crack aow. Content that Dukhi it 
finally doing eaoudL Pandit Chatiram 

C ss in for mi afternoon ablutioni and 
th. Dukhi has loti hit lantei. Ha 
bogioi attacking the wood wildly, at if 
all (be tirednati, (be bunier. the fover 
had nevar been. Half an hour, and the 
wood fidally cracks. Dukkt'i hand be- 
gina spinning. Tha axe slipi out of hit 
grasp. 

Dukhi falls down. Dead. 


RMlfty. S«rhupur. 

of Noro 


Tbo fUpo 


•royoni. 


Three-year*eld Dayatbankar is a 
diirpy child; be did not need en- 
ceureging to talk to us. "Main ro darey 
bkaag gays tha. Cofi maar dete." be 
told us; there are aoi many three-yeir* 


Sadgari: Dukhi Uos deed hesidr the Nock of wood; Gkasirea peaici. Jburia screams el (be brsheiioi 













oJd$ in the country with eny concept of 
WIets or deetb or eicape. but life hu 
ilreedy told Deyuhenker some besic 
crutlu eboin bis eiwence. It wes Diy* 
eshinJuir who hed wnnied rwf from bis 
BMther. Nereyeoi, end the bed sent off 
her huibond Re^uver DeyeJ to bor* 
row loin* flour—which Mved Deyel'a 
life. 

Deytthenkor bed nui ewey to bide 
before the killeri could reech 
Neriyini'c bouee; but the couldn't 
eecape fut enough eince the hed e 
rwo nwntb old beby with her. The 
three killeri eoiered her houie. 
Nereyeni wei not penieulerly preny. 
u urben concepri of beaury 90, but 
ihe wee youne end ettrKnre. The 
nature of the nunier switched from 
murder to ripe. Nereyeni tried to run, 
but one killW cauehi her end said, 
“You come wirh ui,* and tteried drag* 

g ns her. She cried, *Wby are you 
retina ui poor people?" The reply 
was two hard sJapi and another ques¬ 
tion: "Where ii your man?" She told 
them that he had gone to get some 
food. "Then whet are you do^ here? 
Come with us." 

Ktrayani pleaded that she bad a 
two monih child she could nor leeve 
behind. But who was liitanint? 
(Narayani told us that. insiiactiteW. 
the told the killefi that her twomentB* 
eld baby war a daughter; in reality it u 
a boy, but she was afraid that if she 
sneniloned it was a boy they would kill 
the beby: ■ girl they would Ignore, 
which IS etacily what they did.) They 
draued her out and tocher into the 
fields. 

As they were leaving, one of the 
killers muttered, "Where have all the 
bastards disappeared? There should 
have been SO to 60 here. It seems we 
will have to come again." They kept 
Narayani with them tor half an hour, 
and let her go. Then they disappeared 
Into the darkness from which they had 
come. 


The drama had lasted a little less 
than an hour. The rattle of gunfire had 
repeatedly destroyed tbe atlenct of 
the countryside, and was clearly heard 
as far away as Makhanpur {about fivo 
kilometres from Sarhupur). Sarhupur 
itself was a fairly large village, and a 
reasonably welloff one. There were at 
least five families with licensed guns. 
The most respected vilUge elder, a 

S dit. latar described to U9 how he 
: leerat (hat there was some trou¬ 
ble in the lieri>en best?; *First, I 
thought that someone wu beating a 
loud druOL Then 1 realised chat tois 
was gucifire...Laier I realised that $0 
many had bWn killed. All tbe viiUgeti 
then forced me to go there to iJiow 
some sympathy. Frankly, in ail these 
years ibave never been ro that area; 1 
didn't know what it looked like; this 
was the first time in my life that I was 
going to a cfiamar basir." 

No one wanted to. or perbapa could, 
come to tbe hHp ol the barijans who 
had become the latest sucistics in an 
agaold manhunt 


Aft. 

A Pott 




at]. 

ortom. 


hiod, os his way back from school, 
has Slopped CO watch this mad chamar 
woHt, aa 


at wort, aad watched him die. He 
paars. taases soaethiag is wnag, and 
goes iniide 10 taU hu ladMa. *tbe 
^ is dead.* Faadil 
dDasAY betiero k; he mea out and in a 
^*«**^» AH see that us son is ri^L 
Use Good ia watching it aU. Pudlt 
Ghasiram raalises what be has done; 
hk face becouai as whin m bis dhorf; 
he panics. 

heide, Latto Lakshnu Macbeth Is far 
more can. *weli,* she says, *tbera 11 
only one dung 10 do. Seed word to the 
chimin ^ coae aed take the corpae 
away (eobody etsa wiQ touch the ua* 
loucMble corpse)." Ghasaram 
mumbiiAg gi^tfly, * 

BiunbU 
And 

doesaY aMaa 


*What 


b KiU 
are you 


sUiu for? He was cbeepfAg wood 
died He must have beee lA. It 


you are respoeaiMe. 
Some people die la th^ sl e e p. Ybu 
didn't know he would die.* The 
ratienaUsecioe ie p^ect lod At In- 
teUectual brahasia is, of course, now 
quite convinced that it u all richt now. 

But a crisis far peator ibaa the 
deetb of e mere cMaiar k brew ing . 
DukU has died just outside HbMit 
Cbasiram's house, and that is where 
bis body is lying. So no brahaun can 
use Aat road until that untouchable 
and unseeable body k removed. Even 
chat would not ba so much of a prob¬ 
lem. except Aec tbe body is tying 
smack in inc way to the well. So untu 
that body is romovod. no ono can go to 
get any water. 

Pan&t Ghasiram, a little queasy, 
even ibsken. gathers himself and 
takes a uaace: about twenty yaHs 
away are the rftemar men, etandiag 
inuBoMa, uUeo, mute, drfiant. Pan* 
dit Chasiram breaks tbe whh 

effort: "Dukhi died a Uctle while ago 
outsidaay bouse. U yo« could arrange 
to hatmhiabody reaoTed...l was about 
CO ctMff Co hk house wiA hka wbenhe 
died quice suddenly. The body can’t Ue 
there indefinitely. So ploese arrange 
to haf it reno^m.* 

No Jm bnsweri. no ooe budges. Tbe 
Good bes come bmI told ibma all. He 
has cold them about the oaodfr's io- 
husaaity, and he bai also waned 
them that dks might become a police 
case, end no ooe diovld tonco tbe 
body Or there will be a frame-up. 

Tm chaaa/s can uodemaod that. 
No oae moves. Pandit Ghaanm goes 
hack. is waiemg for Eum, 

aoiiouriy. He reports his faUure. 
"NoQwnee.* says Takshmi, "tbn don't 
oxpeCT us CO renovo it. do they?* Good 

S on. *80 what happens now?" 

mi asks. "I don’t know," replies 
Paadic Ghasiraa simply 
Obania's world has stuped; Jbuna's 
world' has sbatcerad. ree r e are some 
tiagedies in which words have no 
ling. Ono can either stand totally 
ibM leaking at nodiiii^ taytng 


SaMifovr.' Vkoms nT ihr 1 
tflifert'dbAktfr. i2tfk/klKk‘vi jed 
fJlechiM 









ictpMOMi* Tb* 
•iMcEtf toy in 


5#diir<ri ffjv <hr9<n . .f^vna 


MCBlfl 4 . botnai ao^n^ b«ciu« oow 
o«bin4 nl«N; or one cun let the 
wound bleed !■ on uAenduu prise] 
¥sU thit finelly exhoufti tM body 
even if it doet nothinf to liihaa the 
bean. Dhenie ia •Ucnt; JburU weila. A 
ttom bet repUred the sua; nia hea 
tuned (be am nud ieto puny. She 
ncea lowerds her deed hutbtM tod 
cUap 10 bit Ufelcaa body; Jburie is- 
pkm tbe deed mn: "Opes yov 
•y«il OL why doo*t you open your 
^•aJ Whet e cune ia thb—ead ew" 
oaly deufbter juai aboot to be mar- 
rMI Why did you have to be to 
onal ItiTint u when w« needed you 
■oetf” Ibea. ia e $$ uvn at iapon at 
fury, ibe hurla hereolf ■* (be 
cImm door of Fendlt Gbidnn'i 
bouee aod ecreem: ^Mahertf. you 
aade U« chop wood wbm m bad 
few oaly the ocfaar day. Ha bad 
aetbiai lo eat thia nondafr He bad no 
air eaift aad you mada ua work ao 
bard, what hara bad he done that you 
wen ao aval?” 

Ghiitnn and cower to a 

comer, fri^taaed by iba trucb. tai to 
tbalr baarta (bey know thatiba norm 

wlU piaa. 

Ito«lity. SaHiiipur. 

Til# Vultuf##. 

U waa 7.30 by the tioie (be village 
predhaa Navinchandra A^rwal finu- 
ly muvtered (he eourata (o do hia duty. 
He undernood what this incident 
neenti and he realised (hat he would 
have to get police help imatediately if 
further carnage was to be avoided, no 
did not use the road. but. walkiag 
acroai (he fields, ho reached tbe 
Mahhanpur railway station and tal^ 
26 


graphed the Shlkobabad police tbai 
there had beta a (oaaoacre of harijaos 
m hia vlUaga. The poUce. ai uaual> 
were not eaactly brU in tbeir roac- 
lions, and rtacb^ (be vilUpe around 
II. Kow the wlreleea began crockllngi 
and by moniing the real of the world 
was being told tbit than was a viUafa 
in India caJIad Sarbupur. 

The procesaiona began arriving that 
day. tbe last day of IMI. Ibe police 
chief, the miniMcr for hove tofairs of 
Uttar Pradesh By one iP the after* 
noon, the chief vtoister cave, 

vreahng a very, very hva ffcc, and 
inunediaiely onered blooo 4ide7* 9 o 
many thousand njpeaa per 4 aaf^ Aad 
then ibt factory began oieiudacturtog 
be*. 

tbe first pr i or i ty of tbe goewmeu 
was to ensure (bat tbe thahursUcoits 
were not Mamed for dus maaaacra, 
since tbe CM was a fbahv and (ba 
thahurv had cowitted tbe DabuU 
massacre. So by 3 J 0 oo tbe Mienoon 
of 31 December a toner waa fabricatad 
by (be polka: this letter, aaid the 
police, C88W from Anar Singh (the 
yadavdacoftland he hadtoftit behind 
after killiag the barijens. The 
aaaailaAia, tfaewor a, aaid the police, 
were yedavi. not rhahm It was such 
an iocoo^etau fabrkatkai dut it wu 
soon exposed, aad the adsiniatratioo 
soon shut up about t^ theory. Tban 
th^ tried to make poUtkaUatotal out 
of tbe tragedy by laytos mat tba 
nasatcrc had boea oryamaad by tba 

H oaiiioa to order to OAne tba CMt 
act tbe whole effon of tba adsnuUe* 
(ration new r e voHud around doc trying 
to find tbe kilton, but towards la^ 
oishtog ibt already daniad image of 
(be oppocitm. loeicad at solutions (be 


seircb was on for seal 
xorpaas bad bocotac 
pobticM gaaei. 

Hot was this the arriiuda of tba 
govanment alone, nia op^itidn too 
Dagen its aearch for votai. unity taUta 
would be held at Sarhupurl what a 
farce! Mr Aral Babari Vhjpayaa lad a 
padeyatrp toterrupcod by car rides lo 
other places; the last lag of the 
pa^fotrM would hare been hilarious 
if it ware not so sad. Mr Vaipiyoe led a 
group of hAe;a»stoglng folWars to 
mourn tbe dead with a public meeting. 
And who wu in (hat group? The 
monaylenders who baunr these vil* 
lagas. There, for instance, was the fafa 
from Mikbanpur who built the 
Wilis of his house estre thick to pro. 
tact his ill bagonen money stolen from 
the misery of the poor. These were the 
protectors of the harijensi 

It did not rake long Tor the intarest 
of even (he opposition partiei to die. 
By the end of Jenuary, toe dead hari* 
had been forgorten. The vultures 
pecked all the flesh from the 
corpaes. 


Art, Itodgati, 
Th# Vultar##. 


The chamer's body has begun to' 
sttnk. Fandit Chasiram Is peeing up 
and down, thinking. The wailing ut the 
chemers continues, but nut one uf 
them is willing to come to the rescue 
by taking away this stinking body. It is 
well past midnight now. and the storm 
IS finally abating. Lakshml cannot con- 
tain her frustration: '‘These witches 
hive eeten my brains Cen't they stop 
crying?" Pendit Chasiram replies: 
"l^t these demons weep. Hnw long 
can thgy cry?" "Yes," Ukshmi points 
out, "but the weeping of ebarmirs is 
inauepicious, it brings misery." 

Dawn is breaking; the body is still 
lying there, and now the stink Is 
spreading. Tbe brahmin mind which 
Pandit Gbasiram prossastes finally 
finds a lolutfoo. Re knows now how he 
will ramorr tbe body bimseUi and 
without braaktog his casta, without 
beiag forced to couch the body of the 
uamicbeble. 

Pandit Gbaeiran takes out a rope 
and miliM a noose of it. Using the axe, 
he forces one of l>okhi*s stiff togs 
up and sUps toe nooee eround it and 
winds It tightly. Tbm Pendit Ghasir* 
am, a cloth around his nose to keep off 
tbe steneb. begins pulling toe rope and 
bauhng the body nwny. It is bard work 
for a mao of his sansibilitias and 
ptayriqua; ha snivblas in the slush and 
tba weight is a heavy burden but he 
conbnuei to pull acTOs tbe field and 
over the bill, ana into tbe rabble and 
toornv bushes wbese Dukhi Chamar 
finds bis final resting piece. A relieved 
Pandit Ghaiinm recurni borne and 
quickly has a bath to purify blmetU. 
rresh sandalwood mam now adorn 
his feca. He begtos mumbling prayers, 
and takas a mug of holy watar wbkb 
he sprinkles on the spot where Dukhi 
dtod: that toe must be purified 

1b the sky the vultures are wheeling: 
they have found toclr tseal for tM 
day. Dukhi Chamar. # 
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I didn’t XL 

his work, but 
I knew his worth” 


8. Juaki Amnutl. th« oourt^eous 88*yMr«cld widow of tha famoua 

Siinlvaia Ramanuian, ekea out a lonalj • amnit, dark tanamaxiiln 

Madras, largaly forgotten by tba root of the world. Pritiah Nandy looatad her with 
oonaiderable dlmouity and spoke to hw* about her ganlua kuaband, tke aad atory of 
their brief Ilfs together and how aha lieaa with dignity on memory «d a pittanaa. 



On 5 December 1911, Mr Veerendta 
f^rj7. unwn <hjppi/vi minhtnr, bMded 
over Rj 300 xfnmonisity re 5. Jn/tnki 
Amm$t. i2. widow ot tht tnmcus 
merbemericwt Sh/uveei Rubia^u 
fWitf died lA i920. TliJt «rei rbe nr» 
monrb’i pontkm frtnttd bf cbe Med* 
rte ferri Truei. ivJiere RntnMnaJna 
workod M « c/ert jo 191^ /or i moArb* 
/y Miery e/ Rt 20. 

You wiO oever Aere to worry eboer 
money wbea f eev deed. asBeAv>e« 
Aid Matured hit young bride jtm be* 
fore he su<cumbed ro tubenuhtia et 
the Mge of 32. But th$( woe not quire 
rbe wey it hoppened fer borb Rexne- 
nu/eo iod Joneki Ammaf came from 
very poor femdres, end AurbemanVe re 
a poor peymeerer. RemaitujeA came 
from e Temrb'eA tyenger fomily in 
Rumbebcwem. a snefi. ryprcei wurb 
/ndren rown near Tenjore. where bis 
father looked after rbe perry cei^b v> a 
cloth mercbanr’j shop, nh morber be< 
ionftd to the Vadmlai jubaect and 
br« father to the inengelai euboecr. 
JiAihi Anmal came mm aa even 
poorer family in ibe Srivatsa fotro. 
where rhev were relieved to get her 
married off at nine ro a marr nrore rban 
dcwbie her age. The year Ramanujan 
married bar, he had to undergo a 
rather sarioua Atdrocele operarkm. 
wAicb lard him Sown for months, in 
any case. Janakt Ammal was too young 
then to take bar marriage aerioosly. or 
at hast its physical implieatioiit, and 
erayed back wirb her pareAtr tUI 
Ramanujan found biAjetf a cJerkkiob 
ioctass uid^ade /Varrbe Madras Port 
Trust three yean tarer. That's when be 
brought her bonre' 

Home meant a denandjog motbec* 
ifl'iawobsesaed mrh her /rrsr*bora and 
a husband obsessed with his absaect 
world ot numbers. There was nottnog 
else. A year later, /Umamijan rea> 
ifned his job at the Poet Truss and 
accepted a scboJarihjp from Madras 
DAiveralry t^ursiie hw mathemaskal 
researches. Tne rten yty. be hft for 
England, after some iniriat vadi/aCwn. 
/( was in EAslaad that Ramanujan^ 
genius was acchimad, tbaakt to the 
efforts of Prof G. H. Hardy of Cam- 
2 B 


bridge, with whom Ramanujan bad 
been in eorresptmdence since his days 
at the Port Treat. It was also ia Ei^ 
land that Ramanujan collaborate 
witIrProf. Hardy to wori in mm rery 
interesting areas of moihemaths. 
which won him wide reco^oirion la 
aeademk eirtht. Hit h^th and Hit 
brahminic food habits conspired 

K inst him. He was seriousiy bedrid- 
with ao attach of adraared ruber- 
cuhats. But Janaki Ammal knew no¬ 
thing about this Her mosher in taw 
inraruKr intercepted her husband's 
letters to her jm destreyrd rhem. 
angry that her son should he in corret- 
poAPtnce with a wvMuin who teme so 
late into his life. 

In 1919. Ramanujan refumed to In- 
dra. a tired and sick man of .tj. His 
/ame had preceded hrei and there 
were many pvbirc recepfioo^ in hrs 
hopowr. His mother, Kosnataihamnal, 
and hii brother weet all the way to 
Bombay to receive him. "They fotw 
ait about me* says Janahi Ammal, Bur 
Ramaoujan did not. The first person 
be ashed about, oedeturtt o// tllv abip, 
was kis wife. "I was suddmy told that 
/ must pach up and go to him im- 
ruediately. I hnew that be must have 
been hMing for ma." 

It was a different RauMoujin she 
mef this rime. A akk, bitter man, 
angry and short rempered. Janaki 
Ammai recalk ciear^ those last law 
mondtr in fbr ffurtemaririaii's irbe. 
when he battled aaainm disaasie aod 
time. He lost. Oh April 2«» Srisii 
rasa Ramanujan died A year alW 
his death, the Madras Voiterakj, to 
which tbe ymuMr ^iMMse widow had 
handed over an Ramanujan's p^wri 
and noeehoohi. SMCtsooed a asoni^ 
peftska) o/Re Maoyyearviatcr, oo 
tppeai, the sate goeenmeai chipped 
in with a ««yll contributroe. Row, O 
years later, the widow drawe a 
pansioa of Rs JBO from the unhertiif 
and Rs it from tha state, “ft is fannd" 
to see me through.* ahd daima, pear 
inglml/-blind thivughber thkk laaaas 
arid trying to foal her way around the 
bouse, sad adds quietly, *Rochiag mat* 
tarsaew. Whan f needed help mmt,ao 


one was around. Row It’s too lata. I am 
82. * She shows me a imali. tin trunk 
full of nostalgia. There it RamaAvian's 
paasport, cartyina bis famous pAotu* 
grai^ tbe one rbar appeared in the 
commemoration postage stamp. 
Bsads^ (OTA shreds of paper; e few o/d 
newi^mp^ cbppingt- a couple of com* 
memoration rwumes, one signed by C. 
Rajagopalae^ri, a few leftert m>m 
bis friends, net’s all that surrives as 
memories. 

The dark room looks darhur at twi- 
li^t descends A solitary Mb stutters 
alive, as Janaki Ammai closes the old 
trunk ana outs ft back in the relic of an 
aimirah Her firm voice belies her 82 
years: but her frail hands gire bar 
away. The blue reins and the wriohles 
rm her shiA; the old*/ash*oned way in 
which she wraps tbe brown sari around 
ber bare boc^. "I am not afraid to lire 
aloAe; for 62 years I have been this 
way, ail by mytaH. Cod bis giyaa ate 
aaoHgb.* 

In the quiet twilight, she hoka hat 
and ioaelr. 


Q p What kind of ataa was Srinieesa 
• RaatiAuiaa^ 

: What can I uy except chat i with 
I aadef st ood him nHwar I was too 
yovng sod srs were hardly tofstbar for 
any leogib of time. We wmrt BMrriad 
io 1909 wbM I was niM. I joine d him 
}n I9U, when be got a joh and I was 
sUgbth oldarw<boufh pi^Bps Ml «U 
anougu to knew wfaat wmriaga 
(Tak« out Ramanuiao’s 
But look at him. He was 
bod whan they code this 
hia for tba pwspnrt. Ha was vary UL 
ba look iC “ 



But does 


k? He was a eery 
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Yes. van much an obsesisd naa. 
He otvar looked at bis feed while he 
ala. Ite wmUd be serkAAiag away in 
bis aotebooa while his mother or I 
would be aervinabte eachaotaelin 
tbe ocbet bead. Be .would new leek 
Oftly when be eti curd aad rke, u 
tM end of tbe Boal, he would acop 
scribbUng aad ectim^y inwArebimaatf 
in the meal Nochhif ever mattered to 







bis Mtei bU «w)k 

tbit Butf bm bia, 
bh iUngu iTliicUBd. TtteM m» a» 
«M CO afttf MB tn4 woM cm be 

ett hic bmIs properly ead in tise/li 
feet, be bored eniUtb food. 6e be 
bie own Beus. And beceuee be 
WM me Rueb interested in food, be 
would cook OTve or cwke a week and 
keep ibe food away, to eai dunof the 
rott of the di^ It^ only oatvrai that 
he fen so siefc. He^tever took enoopb 
care of bineelf. 

Q: Ifes be unbappy ui Enpiand? 

A: Enilialbr he wa^ Karod that the 
Bafbdi aaoteBecideas would steal 
all nil ideas. Tbai*i idut bis friends 
said, let latar, be made many frvods 
ie Enclend. Fr^. Hardy, in p^icular, 
was my |ood to bin. Bui be bated the 
weather and tbedood. Yet he wanted 
to » bock there ifain because of hla 
won. OaJy matheoatics Bianered to 
hiin. But tlien, all I know is by hearsay 
He nem wrote to me from En^Und. 
Even if he did, the letters never 
raecbed me. 1 mu all by myself, with 
my patoais, wailing for him to come 
back. Fri^tened. lonely. unbaM^. 
W^tdenni when I woim see mm 

Q: Hew did your mamaie come 
about? Surely you couldn't have 
Jmown each odrer and falJee in lew? 
You prere only Ju'oe while he was 21. 

A: No. no; I had never even seen him 
before our marriape. His mother ceaw 
for a relative's marriape to our vilUte 
and our families met. She wes very 
impressed with my horoscope. 
Stranpely enouch. they never saw his 
horoecope before the marrla|e. l^er 
on, it was found that our horoscopes 
never mstched in the first piece. We 
never saw aach other till the BarriaBs 
rites were on. 

Hb fnndmother would tall me tbei 
even when he wta • child be bed this 
•trtnae habit of always lyina down and 
working with aumoers. He would 
•cribble all kinds of caJculatkma on 
every sheet of wer tbei be could lay 
his bands on. Wnen someone would 
knock on the door, be would never 
open it. He would peep out of die 
window and tell the viaicor that no ooe 
wu home, and then promptly fat beck 
to Us caladatiooi. At school he would 
cell bis maibi teachers chat their lola- 
HoBa were too complicated; he coidd 
milee at the same answers far acre 
simply. That aimmed them so Budt 
IbM they threw aim out of school. 

But his mothsr was very coefidsnt of 
Ub. She went to isvcm le w yars 
KoBbakoAiB wea a town full cf 
lawysis end prepare d a petition to 
^e OB the seho^. Anway, he got 
■dartwiesi a aaother suoof in town. 
After dkat, he joined the FA-Kbaf*s 
the latermediate dees—in the Kuabe* 
beoam CoUete. He falM. then, hie 
wes brouBbt to ICedrts where he 
leiaed the Feebeiyeppe's CoHepe, 
wbere ameln Iw kept im Ua obsesaon 
wish mete He Ignereo the other sub* 
jeets end, predi cta blyi foiled. Then he 
ru ewey to e piece neer Vijeytwede, 
where stayed at a nm^e. His 
•ether found out he was there end 
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went ail'the way to bring him beck. 
She bid behind the tesfAS door and 
when be case beck am bis both. 
confroBied him end brou^ him beck 
boae. 

Tbec's wbee they decided to marry 
him off. 

Q: But wbydidfiihe briag vou hose 
immedioteh ofnr morryiag you? 

A: He ibou^t be should gei a 
jib. He itanM looking for ooe im* 
mediately. He weei to ibe Buy 
lewyeri of that Hme end asked them 
for a iob. They did doc take bba 
•eriouily hneew be bad ahveys these 
oiaths books, scribbles and rindlngi 
under his arm Only Eaweehendfi 
Eeo, the cnUecter of Nellore, took bin 
seriously. He eeked bun to put im with 
him. eat there—rill be Could fied a iob. 
It was tjsers. in bis house, tut 
RaBtcbandre Reo first d is wered 
how talented be was, efrer having seen 
his notebooks and pnpers. He then 
spoke to some people. 

Well, finally, be was aUe to get a iob 
in tbe sccountaBi geBersTs oChce. 
from where be moved to the Fen Trust 
wiUtte a BontbY time. The 
of tbe Trust wes e very tafluenila] 
mao... 

Sir Froaeir Sprii^? 

Yes. he bimselT wu e greet 
matbeBiticieiL So be c^^ld eppreev 
ice his work—but be was not quite 
sure about bow good be (Haaeamijae) 
ectually was. There was also one Ur 
Nareyana Iyer, dunagm is the Port 
Trust, who took • greet Interest in bim 
end bis work. 

O'He eareed Jtf PD par moBih iB the 
Fort Trust? 

A: Yes, end it was e permanent iob. 
So be took me boBM. He paid iU ) for 
house rent and Its 20 forlue brocher*! 
education. He was also nerniag mesisy 
by tuitioAS, to support tbe femlly. 
what be earned at the Fort Tnm was 
not enough. 

Q: Bat it war enough ro ieeve sense 
moon botiad for you, when be died? 

A: That he smued and saved during 
his days in England We were ee poor 
that he coaldnT mve me anything on 
our Barriege. So M r* '^***^ ie ouy 
me a pair of esnw end a diver chaiB 
for my waist on u ratma from Bag* 
land tfttr a year. Be did save dM 
money for that but he never came 
beck in liBse, And when bn did cense 
back, he was a ndc aen, bilter with 
tbe world He heidd anyone to be 
arouad Iubl He wanted m be* left 
alone, to finiah his work before his 
days ran out. He wes ecribhiing away 
funoo^ while lying m bed Even 
medidiies be neglect It wes only 
QUflbers. sunben end ouBbot. 

Q: TiU ommban baeama Gad? TaB 
flse, did JUmenuan bevu Mrth la tali' 
Did ha rake hruai sarfouily? 
why did ha ran sway to s re mate 
bmon bo manfirf yauf Did Kindi^B 
attract Umf 

A: 1 don't bbow. Bui he believed m 
Lord Huaatmba. The faBlIy was 
N«u«ri Iskshmi m BOtMr.wm 
childleB end ahrtye preyed lo the 
goddisi Tbsn. he wm toe. She bed 
two more sobs sftm a longish gap. Be 


believed in his later years that if 
wmeoeg weighed hlB agamst gold 
svveral^ and then donated those 
Mivaraigai ta the poot, his illness 
would be cured. His horoscope 
appmaotb said this. But wbere wav 
(he gold? Where was the money? 
Iltere was only 1. the luckless one. If 
he hed married someone else, be 
would hevc surely survived. 1 brought 
him misfortune. 

Q: But surely (he ume applies fo 
him? Ha hit you $ widow $t 20. 

A: He wat very'fond of me. Just 
before he loft India, I was crying and 
beseeching him to take me with him. 
So be siDikd and said jokingly: "What 
will happen if lomeooe runs off vrith 
you tbto? You are such a pretty girl!* 

1 was too embarrassed to cry after 
that... He prombed to come beck after 
a year but never did. 

Q' Sixty two yaars it a long time to 
lira with atamoriat. Do you meat any- 
one or share your mamoriat^ 

A: Well. Xhira't Narayanan. He is 
like a SOB to me. He comes and spends 
his ttiM with me, vritenever be can. 
His graculinother wat a friend of mine. 
And then, for yean, I was trying to eke 
out • living. I ran tailoringdefies, 
sticebed cloches for friends ana aei^* 
hours, kept m/aeU busy here, in this 
house at Krishnanpet. Kii*B>aamries 
keep Be company. He knew he 
wouldn't live beyond S4: it wu in his 
stars, and he could read them very 
well. He had faith to utroloty, you 
know. He could aleo interpret ^enu. 

I didn't understand much of his work; 
but 1 knew his worth. And that is why I 
left Urn alone to do his own thing. 
When be wu dying, there were rale* 
tivu coming in efra going off with his 
things—rill my brocher hM to go to the 
poUu to stop them. After hli death, 
di^ all forto about my aidsieRce. 
Tto reaemWed me H years later, 
wtien tbe postage etamp appe ar ed on 
hie 7Slb buib^ I Later, ttev lostal* 
led a plaque in tbe bouse wliere we . 
heed la tnoae days. 

Q: I kaow. 1 want thara first. A 
persee who lives rhere gave me 
gppre kim are direcrions u ro where / 
can dad you. The direcrioni were nor 
too clenr and chit's why I had tome 
troubia jocating this placa. 

A: everyone's fergo«en Be. 

The penswo is not even’diing. And 
that too isWot icmatbiBg lam be|giiu| 
for. My humjand's papm were all 
given to the naiversit^ia fact, 1 even 
offered to gm his remaming papen 
from Camkwidge: Prof. Hardy bad 
■yrnril to send them—but riiev were 
not frtocfuUy intuuted. It a only 
naturw that they should balp me. 
*nKise pa perv ma r e vary valuaMe. Sea- 
ety bu soma responiibiHn towards 
dsoM who give tbeir lives for it. And 
be did preosely tbei in his sear^ for 
kacrwIedM. 

I am a toaely, old person today. But 
there was a rime when 1 wu neither 
old nor lonely. There wu a time when 
my husband's genius wu recognised 
by tbe whale world, and we were In tbe 
Umelight. 

But that wu many, many years ago... 
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comes to you 


NOVOPAN 
to you, ready to 


use. 


NOVOPAN A prelarrXnM three- 
layer pariicteboard that's economlcel 
•rid easy lo uae. NOVOPAN. A 
perledty balanced l$l certified board 
Ihat’s factory lamirtaled on both aidea 
Scratch, stain and heel reeistaM. 

NOVOPAN for paneWng and parthiona 
Domasiic and office lurntiae. 
CuptMarda. cabinets end countera 
NOVOPAN In an unmalchable size of 
274 X 183 cmaO'x S'). 12. 18 and 
25mm thick 



NOVOPAN. fntemetlonaHy acciaimea 
Finding myriad uses in homes and 
office s the world over. 

In a choice ot wood^aln patterns and 
pletn coioura Never a sign e^ warping. 
wavtnasB or delamlnffiipfcl^ evar. a 
touch of inimilabie ctial. '^7^ . 


Heed omee: *Sufyodaya'1 *10-60/S^ 
8agjmpet Hyderabad 500 018 
Phones :7012a a 70t29 
Tilec 0185 • S76 NOVA IN 


India's only preland^ated particleboard 


a«#«MlOM«Ms 917, TuMTHOeAwaraZU, esoeayflacitm 
RoM. tms MfrjIM. CAlCUtTA TQO 014 fhm nSM • W ^ 
Road. MAOrussOO 001 Pn«w 90292 • Subfieam tuieiia Sna i 
BANOAiom sao 020 • 9Sr24i I Mioor Road. COO«N 162 PIS 
GMun AHt44OA6AD9M00i 


Raer. No29. Shoptaa 


021 R«fw 222910 « 10, Or. ahaRachadia 

«bANSWoeue iieoss atwia urraa * 990 . waiai 
aaa, SaraanMa Road, Kidnara Pell Wae 
an Sweaiaw. »Nar Semaiemhae Mahadav t4anda.4.ait 
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Bigger cabinet reshuffle ahead 


« * • 

T berg is likgly lo b« • > 

biiger cibiut rgshiiffle 
theft ibe Oft* eamftcfttf oa 
15 Jenuary toasHiiie alter 
the Mger seseion el 
lUoeflt. The pMipoee of the last 
reshuffle was to nnd a leaporary 
dafeoce flBinbtec. shlh sotae niais* 
cert who are a souroe of anbemse- 
jftem to 1 m importaoi rninutnee. 
and to dip the wings of those vboo 
Mrs Gandhi cannot r o aore las' 
nedieiely but agauist whom CM 
eoguirles have been started with 
bcr eooseni. As opposed to this* tba 
next round of chants is Ukaly to be 
nudi more drastic; the head of 
many a sanior and junior ministar 
wU] roll and a faw chief ministers 
wtU be brought to Delhi. 

Tbe most important change anti' 
dpated is Mr K. D. Tiwari taking 
over tba crucial home portfolio 
from Giani Sail Singh <who bis oot 
oaactly covared himself with flory 
in the post). Mr Harssimha Rao's 
name has bean mentioned as tbe 
nest home minister, but this cannot 
be dona without laavir^ a sartous 
hola in external affairs; such a 
chania might raguira a man like Mr 
G F^haiarafhy being indirad 
into the cabinet to take over enter' 
nal affairs. A clear iadkacion will 
be arailabk wbcn tbe nem round of 
Raiya Sabha eiacrions lakea plan 
in March'^^il. If Mr farthasarathy 
joins the Raiya Sabha tban it wiU 
be a pointer. 

Unlike her father, Mrs Gandhi 
does not want to be her own aster* 
nal affairs minister. Thera an 
advisars who aay diat Mrs Gandhi 
could well man^ with tbe aar* 
vices of ao affkieni minimer of 
state wbe could conduct moat of Um 


Power 
and 
Politics 


Afew aueisrars wfih Mrs GandU adrar betag sworn le'ae IS Joao^ 


By BAR UN UNOUPTA 


parteya and attend cenfereftces oa 
ber behalf. But Mn Gandhi has so 
far rejected this arguBmat for tba 
perfe^ valid rsaion that in an 
area like extermel affairs, where 
protocol saatters, a junior 

mimster to meet foreign iMdm 
would Bot be vary wise. she 
does not have iw time to travel 
•broad fregueetly. as she would 
have to if sM ware her own foreign 
auniner. 

Another aujor change that is 
expected is the departure of Mr 
Vcnkateraman. wbo, ] still main' 
nia, could b ocoma the Cengressfl) 
candidate for the presadential elec* 
rton. An alternative name for h^i* 
dent is being soggested: Mr B D. 

C Ei, the former Vice President. 

I would lay my bets 00 Mr 
Venkaiaramen. la li^kb case Mrs 
Cendhi again takas over defence. 
Mr Praaeb MukWjee will ia all 
likelihood continue es fiaance 
suaiscer for quite some time ludem 
be mMcei e major miauke. As for 
n a w cm ners like Mr K. P. Singh Deo 
and Mr Ahf Mohemmnd Khan, they 
base a bright funira abend of them 
if they can give a good account of 
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Tbe big quMtion in everybody's 
mind is whether Mr Rajiv Gioohi 
will beanne a minister after the 
next reshuffle. My guess is be will 
not. If not Mr Gandhi, then what of 
his close associates? (M them only 
Ur Arua Nehru and Mr Srikani 
Vetma are MPs and th^caa be¬ 
come ministers any day. The prolv 
lem with Mr Arun Singh and Mr 
l^ar is that they are not yet 

There is a popular mbcooception 
that those who were close to Saniay 
Gindhi arc beiM weeded out. nut 
tbe last reshuffle does not prove 
this coadusively. Tbe feci is that 
even while Sanjay Gandhi was alive 
some had fatten in and out of favour 
with him from time to tine. This 
keeps happening all tbe lime in 
politics and Is mao trua of those 
who are currently close to Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi. Other than Mra Gandhi 
and her elder son. oo one in Indien 
politics loday can expect to be 
always at the top. tn fact, some of 
the old aaaociates of Sanjay Gan* 
dhi. like Mr Kamnl Nath, are being 
given new responsibilities. 

But if there is one group of peo¬ 
ple which is totally out then it is the 
old leaders—the turncoats and the 
Kheminfi Congreaamen. 1 bave 
been saying that no one who can be 
a potential threat lo Mr Rajiv Gan* 
dhi will be alhiwed any power and 
tbe last reshuffle has again proved 
this. No matter bow much some 
industrialists may plead for Messrs 
S. S. Ray. D. P. Cbanopndhyaya. 
Chamu Reddy and Dinesh Slnf^ 
tb^ are still out. Men llto Y. B. 
Cbavan, Raosalapati Tr^ibi and 
V. C. Shwkla are ail waiting for tbe 
call but nothing has happened so 
far. Not even Mr Sukbadm baa had 
any luck. Tbe best thing that can 
come their way is the churmaiuhip 
or vke chairBianship of Mme pu^ 
ik sector undertaking. But Mrs 
Gaadhi will dm diailiuaion them 
totally for she needs all tbe help 
aba can get for the one big battle 
that still lies ahead of her. 

Prom late February India may 
see tne scraage spectacle of its 
Presidefli wd Prime Minister eo' 
gaged in a s omew h at opm political 
comkt,with tbe opposition parties 
trying to rally round the Prudent 
in attempt to challenge Mis 
Gandhi. That is a battle she has to 
win. And OAce a new President oF 
her choice has been installed end 
her party has a two thirds majority 
in both Houses of ParUameni, no* 
ihii^ can preveoT her from iotro' 
ducing a aiffcrcot system of gov* 
ernment—and dealing with the 
opposition much more ruthlessly. 
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Amnesty's report on Pakistan 


G eneftJ Zift'uJ Htq n cur* 
rcntly on a tour of four 
EuropaoB couotriei. I am 
p^arod to wi^ that 
Bone of the beads of 
states who roceiae the mtUtary die* 
tatv wiU have read the Amnesn 
tniematioAal report on Pakistan. It 
U also enremely unlUcely that the 
European civil servants who have 
read the rep«n will insist that the 
General is confronted with Annas* 
ty's findints The double standards 
so common to the politicians of the 
West can here be observed in all 
their pristine hypocrisy. The Ub* 

G ltj«) of martiel law in Poland Is 
because those who have Im* 
posed It are hostile to the United 
Stetes. The mantel law in Turkey is 
|ood because it has "ended 
chaos " General Zia of Pakistan Is 
not a democrat, but he /sdefendini 
the "free world" on the Pak'Af^n 
frontiers. And so the charge con¬ 
tinue t. 

Meanwhile, Amnesty Interna* 
rlotial has published • detailed re¬ 
port on the violation of elementary 
human riihts and decencies by the 
military regime end hat demanded 
that the laws which contravene hu* 
man n^is are revoked. The report 
cites matinees of torture and 
deaths in Zia‘s prisons. "Prisoners." 
we are told, "have been hung up 
side down, burned with cifarettes. 
given electric shocks, suffered sen¬ 
sory deprivation and been 
ihreatcned with execution...In re¬ 
cent years the torture of women 
political prisoners has been re¬ 
ported for the first time. At least 
ten prisoners died in custody be* 
tween January 1980 and August 
19S1 " 

During the Ayub military diaa- 
torshlp there was an outcry when 
one communist. Hasan Nasir, was 
tortured to death in Lahore Fort. 
Today torture and klllinp are com¬ 
mon. There U no outcry because all 
protest is suppressed, but there is 
also an additional factor; the Zia 
regime hes succeeded In insDtu* 
tionelising repression not simply in 
law. but It seems also in the mass 
consciousness. "If they ten kill 
Bhuno." goes the most common 
response, "they 'can do what they 
like to us lesser mortals. If the West 
could not save Bhuno*s life, why 
should they bother about us who 
bave neither prestige nor proper¬ 
ty." Tht most aspect of the 
current aiiuetiOB is the oespair that 
exlsta in the cities: a h^-hope. 
half-belief that redemption will 
come from outside The people are 
tired and frightened Ueny would 
admit this mthout shame. They 
fought to remove one military die* 
teior with an unaapected courage. 
They hoped for more from Bhutto 


Fifth 



TARIO AU 


end some of them came out in the 
streets agaioit him. Now they wait 
and won&r bow far freedom is yet. 

The Amnesty rmn Is • timely 
intervention in the West whose 
politicians, consuntlv eagaged In a 
cynical Veai poJtrik.'do not care a 
damn about the victims of torture 
Iq Pakisteo. In Britain, where 
Amnesty has its heedquertera. the 
foreign offke Is cnremcly pro-Zip 
and 1^1 Ignore the Amnesty repon. 
The Fleet Street hecks who are 
renlarly bnefed by the foreign 
ofnee will unevenly follow suit <do 
not imagine that inere is no press 
management ia the West), and the 
plight of Pakistan’s prisoners will 
not receive much attention. Bui it Is 
now on record and the denials from 
Pakistani embassies are so utterly 
unconvincing tbai ooe wonders 
whether those who drift them can 
believe whet tim are wrltiag. It 
must be a temble job to be the 
press attache for a dictatorship and 
deny regularly what you know to be 
true: that you are la the service of e 
brutal reguae. 

fn years to come, of course, you 
can explain It all away ia the time- 
honoured fashion of tiae-servers' 
"We were simply doing our jobs 
and carrying out wders." This ex¬ 
cuse is oommon to the concentre* 
tion camp guards in Naas Genaeny, 
the tonseotors and toiturerr cd co« 
ifusunists in Stalin's camps^he're' 
spectable poUtinans’ who support 
Pinochet and South African apar¬ 
theid and ibe bully boys of Im* 
pehalism in Central America. Sure¬ 
ly. I can hear a voice say. 'Yo*x are 
exatgwatmg.' A poor press attache 
stvoi In some ged-fotsakeB place, is 
a different thmg, D if fere n t In the 
Job he dees, yes. mt fundameaially 
(he same as others: he defeeds the 
emstence of large-ecale torture 1^ 


denying that ii takes place. 

The Amnesty reporr 1^ an ex¬ 
tremely useful document in other 
respects than the detailed informa¬ 
tion that it provides. It confirms 
wKich thik writer has 
been arguing for some time. What 
is happening In Pakistan is planned 
to the last detail. Zie is nor a 
simpleton, but a shrewd and cun- 
dictator. When ha first in¬ 
sisted that thieves should have 
(heir hands cut off (he most lively 
debate wes between Sunnis end 
Shiaa The former argued that the 
hand be severed at the wrist. The 
latter maintained that only the Fin- 
gen should be chopped so that the 
defonDsd prisoner could, at least, 
lift his hands to pray. What would a 
Kafka have made ol this debate? It 
is true thei there have been few 
acrual amputations, but the country 
has been brutalised. That is Zia'i 
Wggest achievement. 

RMenily the military regime has 
daclered that sarts are un-lslamic 
and should not be worn by Pakista¬ 
ni women, la the lunm or dhoti, as 
worn by most men. Islamic? Listen 
to the logic of the ao<at]ed warriors 
cd Islam. The saW is against the 
dictaiei of Islam, but it is perfectly 
permissible to sexutlly molest or 
repe women In prison. Islam 
evidently permits the use of elec- 
trlclry to mture women, but dis¬ 
allows the sen. And what about the 
women of Bangladesh or the Mus 
Urn women in India, 'who wear 
sans? Are the Turkish women total 
infidels and are the Syrians, Egyp¬ 
tians and Jordanians agents of 
saien for allowing women to wear 
skirts? Are Saudi Arabia, Iran and 
Zia*s Pakistan the only citadels of 
true Islam? 

No, a million times no. A curse on 
the religion that is used to justify 
oppression, |o these times the 
worn of the radical Muslim theolo- 
gien of the Twenties acquire e new 
meaning. Let us give the last word 
to Mauuna Obeidullah Sindhi: 

"When religion becomes the 
beckbene cd reaction and anti- 
progressive forces seek refuge 
undn Its cloak, when religion be¬ 
comes only a farce of particular 
dogmas and ceremonies and 'its in¬ 
born RKrit of revolution^ change 
is dead, then such a religion becom¬ 
es only a tool for perpetrating all 
the sins of injustice. When religion 
as the dominam creed of a panicu-. 
lar society loses its .fervour and 
revolutionary spirit of changing 
others, then to vest such a religion 
with governmental powers is 
oquivalmt to placing dangerous au* 
thodiv in the hands of reaction to 
be ultimately used against the 
pMple.* 

(Copyright reserredj 
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has to undarstuid the structure wtihin 
which the Con^ress^I) fuoctioni. The 
renowned social anthropologist Levi* 
Strauss has evolved a new system of 
analysis named, The structure] 
atthoti to prohiems end date. Accord* 
ing to him, cultural initifucions are the 
concrete external projectionli or man' 
tfestations of the basic social and men* 
tal processes. If one wants to under* 
stand these processes one would 
necessanly have to see the rela* 
tioaships among phenomena rather 
than the nature of the phenomena 
thenaelves and the systems into which 
theae relate. This system which he has 

K lied successfully to anthropologic* 
luetions. can eftectjvelv b« used to 
analyse the phenomena of the Indira 
Gandhi famuy and their relations to 
the Congress party, with particular 
reference to Viahiraihtra. 

The structure here it the Gandhi 
family, the trinity now reduced to a 
duo; Mrs Gandhi and Rajiv. It was the 
laat of power and no other indepen* 
dent power centres were to be twer* 
eted. Maharashtra did not fit into the 
pattern and was a racalcliraat state 
that preferred at one time to follow Mr 
Y B. Chivan. tha then Maratha pat* 
riarch. The Gandhis soon sat amt 
demolishing this power structure play* 
ing one Maratha a|ainii the other. 
they made the Me rat has anemias 
among themselves and one by one thev 
were cut down. The list starts with i. 
B. Chavas and am on to Vasantdada 
PatiL Sharad Pawar and down to 
Culaorao Patil. Each was used to fin* 
ish the other and Mr A. R Antulay was 
Bsed in Maharashtra to put the 
finishing touches. Mr Antulay wei also 
used to demolish the sugar lobby. The 
sugar baroM were turned to sugar 
iambs. 

Congress leaden of all shades and 
lobbies, war* amasculatad slowly but 
auraly In a way whereby they could 


fortunes of the suie of Maharashtra 
have been taken with abeoluiely no 
reference to the Congress crganisatioo 
or the tradidonal power cantrea in the 
state, which normally tun the state. 
One has seeo seven chief ministers 
come and go and with them several 
cabinets aodt and remade and till 
197S, (he poUtknJ thuggery of the 
poorer lobbies grew in force and 
trrengfh. It was au based on aormy. As 
moQcy power iacfeased through the 
cooperatives and other Insritutwns so 
did the Qeting of muscles. 

The MabarraiPt Congress parry 
had time and agaCa defied Delhi end 
wis probably cka only state Congress 
(hat ceuM dtcuie l(s tenns and (Gdn’t 
deify Delhi. To be more predse 1, 
Sedwjuag Roed and Mrs Indira Gan* 
dU was aware of thU. More than her, 
Ur Senjay Gandhi understood the 
games that were being played. In his 
ruthless manner be went about da* 
moUshiaf the power baw of the pow* 
er lobbies. What thapewer lobbies and 
their manipulaton dm not undemand 
was that prcttreislvely they were being 
mnsforiBeo to dop with wagging 
tails. What they were doing was 
obeying the compulslofls of a struc* 
ture. tte structure sat op Ay It Safdar* 
jung Roed. To uiijamaiid tne startling 
political situation in kfnhnrashtri one 


CMhti* demofished aR the power iehhfes 


Jehsseheb Bhoaeh with Mrs Gandhi and Asirv Gaadhrr his 


news: national 


MAHARASHTRA 


PM’s hurricane 
scatters lobbies 

The traditional leaders are dumbfounded 


Rembty: It was as if a huniesAe had 
swept through Uabarashtre's politics, 
scattering in its temfying vraks the 
Marathi lobby, the sugar lobby, those 
who thought they were bon to rula, 
the regional lobbies, the HmdiwaUh^ 
tbs Janbuwantrao DhotewaUaha. ihe 
XatKiwalUhs (Prenilatai Chayan'i 
neo^ytesl. the ”Dada''waU^'s eic. 
etc. PifM. in the appointment of Babe* 
aahab BKosale as Chief miaiater, aod 
then in the aieemblaga of his cabinet, 
the hurricane b^rt tna until stakabla 
sump of 1, Safdarjung Road^ gradual 
amasculition and allmlnaiTen of 
Maharashtra's traditional power lob¬ 
bies with their Insatiable deaiagda. 

Dees this repraMnt a new political 
strilagy, of throwing iw and ourturina 
an antiraly naw laadership, a lee^ 
trihlp that will be unquestionwgly 
loyal to Mrs Indira Gaodni and Rally 
Gandhi, er whaiher 1; Safadarjuni 
Road IS bent upon wiping out com¬ 
pletely the tramtional leadership in 
the state. The eapmience and events 
in Miharaihtra are important becausa 
Maharashtra has always been the tast¬ 
ing ground for new Ideas ananaiiag 
from 1, Safdarjung Roed, not the least 
of these being the presidmtial form of 
goremment. 

ImportAITi' decisions offecting the 








win elections onl^ on Mrs Gtndhi's 
Atmc. Mrs Cendhx hersell ts reported 
to hive said in exaspwacson to diisi- 
dents, that she was tired of carrying 
Consressmen on her back. She asked 
them to AO and work on (hair own. Bur 
she enloys their emasculation all the 
same as they $o In planeload! to Delht 
to lobby for their chief minister or 
minister. EveryoiWi without knowing 
il« works to strengthen the structure, 
lives for it and pays for It. It goes 
under the cliche of '‘strengthen Mrs 
Gandhi's hands ** 

Anyone found breaking the rules is 
unmMiately and ruthlessly ejected. 
This is just what Mr Abdur Rehman 
AnnUay did and made the lemsiators 
do on his bidding They dareo to sully 
the "fair name and image" of the 
irructure. It is not that tha itruau/e is 
allergic to corruption. What it wanted 
was discretion. Not only was Mr Anru* 
most indiscreet wng to institu¬ 
tionalise the naw limits that he to^ 
corruption to, but he was daring 
eneu^ to seek cover under Mrs Can* 
dhi's name. As Mr Anin Bhourie of 
Indttn EeDfess said. Mr AotuUy used 
Mrs Gandhi's name as lap! tanoer. Ke 
even went on to challenp Mrs Gandhi 
when she refused to cone to hit res' 
cue. All (he legislators to whom he had 
been liberal tn distributing power or 
petronap. also took up the cue. They 
demanded that Mr Antulay be rt> 
elected chief minister after be rev 
iped following the High Court verdict 
on the cement distribution case. One 
legislator, Mr Bhaurao Patti, even 
went so far as to say that his loyalty 
was to Mr Antulay first snd Mrs Gan* 
dhi second. Of course, he sought to 
deny this statement Itter. Senior 
ministeri, Mr Ramrao Adik, Mr Jewa- 
hirlal Darda, and hit son m law, Mr 
Suresh Jai^ Mr Narendra Tldke, Mr 
Jayantrao Tilak* Mr Gulabrao Htil, 
the MPCC(l) chief, all rushed to Delhi 
or let Delhi know through its emlisar' 
ias that Mt Antulay was still tbeix 
leader. 

They were all shown their places 
since they had broken the rules of the 

S me e$ ordained by the structure. 

id so the tvro nemes as suggested by 
Mr Antulay for chief nunlster were not 
even considered (Mr Adik end Mr 
Gulebrto Patil). When H ceine to 
selectiog the cabinet ministers all the 
names being sounded by various Mh 
bias were tnrowa in the westepeper 
besket. Instead a brand new camnet 
vras selected. In one blow the structure 
that is the Gandhi family, finished all 
the pOfttT lobbies. Mah^ihtra has 
been given a brand new power struc* 
ture, completely raw ana supine, led 
by a man who never ceasea to proclaim 
bts loyalpr to Mrs Gendhi e^ Rajiv 
Gandhi, in that order. So stunned are 
the lobbies and pressure groups that 
not even e whimper was heard from 
anyone. Even the usually loquacious 
Shelinitai is busy in Delm. probably 
donning a salwar kemeet and dark 
glaisei and going iocopito lo movies 
ei she did ourii^ her four-month so* 
Joum in Dolhi eccordin| to her own 
admission. The young dissidents like 


Antulay on collision course 
with Mrs Gandhi 


n Mr A. R. Antulay. the former 
chief nunister of Maharashtra, is on a 
collision course with his "beloved 
leeder" Mrs Indira Gendhi, He is bent 
upoo queering (be piich for the new 
iovemmeni heeded by Mr Babesaheb 
Ihosale, as be readies lo take Mahar¬ 
ashtra by storm in a whirlwind tour of 
every disinci He has said that he has 
ideniified tbe problems of the people 
of Mahareshira. and will work to 
provide them schools and meals. Tbe 
party and gover nm ent are both watch¬ 
ing me moves carefully, and a cai and 
mouse pme between Mr Antulay and 
(he CoAgreis is developing. Pot inst¬ 
ance. IB hit Republic Day message, 
the Governor. Hr 0. P. Hehn went 
out of hu way to Kress that It was the 
goveraineot of Maharashtra which 
had evolved scheam for the Koekan. 
Vidarbba and Marathweda In an 
attempt to restore setae hfe in these 
trees. This was a direct reply le the 
claims of Mr Aatulay and h^ supnor- 
urs who, at ibe CooBdss (I) Legisla¬ 
ture Parry meeting, had said that it 
was Mr AMulay who had evolved 
these schemes, m Mehra elW said 
that the government would go to the 
people, and the pee^ would not 
have lo come to the govefnasent. 
which was a dig at the /arwia darbers. 
of Mr Antulty. 

Chief asioittar Bheaale u also set to 
demolish tbe myriad committaas set 
up by Mr Antulay. As he said, he 
vNMld scrutiaiie ihe committees, 
which number around 100, and icrap 
those which are doing nothing but 
iiicurTlng heavy expenses. 

. 

In a bid 10 meet Mr Aatuley half¬ 
way. the foverament appoints him 


chaixmnn erf the Irrigaikm Develop. 
* ment Corporation, which has a capital 
of Rs 20* crores. One of the most 
iDponant corp^ahooi. iii board of 
directors was reconirituted on 1 Janu* 
ary 1992 with Mr P. G. Panse as 
executive director and chairman. 
Panse bu now been jettisoned, and 
Mr Acitulay hu been appointed chair* 
man. The nine*year old corpwailon is 
a commercial venture which will 
arTenge for loaai from commercial 
banks for farmen for lift irrigation 
schemes thus supplementing the gov* 
ernment's efforts. Whetner this 
appoiniment vdU appease Mr Antu¬ 
lay. or channelise hu dynamism, is 
dMicult to say. Mr Antulay hlnueU 
has a lot of money, and does not ne^ 
(he boBorarlum that cones with the 
peat. It will, however, give him the 
opponuBin to travel the length and 
breadth of tbe state and have gras¬ 
sroots contacts. At one politician told 
&UWOAV, "We are far from stable in 
Maharaidwra, Mr Antulay hes sU the 
power I hat money can generate, and 
knows how to use It. Im interest on 
the money from his trusts alone 
aewunts to Rs SO lakhs a year, which 
means Rs S lakhs a month. He can 
have his men m all ibe 21 districts of 
(he state. Just one man in each dis- 
trict, employed on Rs 1,000 a month, 
would be enough to translate hii 
money power mio action that will pay 
nch dividends." Mr Antulay himseu 
is working like a beaver; he has 
moved from Variba to a flat on 
Marine Drive and, ei be wya. he will 
devote himself to "social work." What 
evaccly this la, will be revealed on 9 
Februan, his birthday. 


fomer miniitera. Chandrakant Tri* 
peihi, Satisb Chaturvedi and Asar Hu- 
sein, are still in a due Crying to 
retroup. 

Mn Gandhi wiib characteriitic dis 
daio baa thrown some sops to tbe 
so-called disaidents. Tboee politically 
ifTtlevnni tnoog tbetr followers have 
been made nmistm. Naturally, they 
would not dme do anythiiu without 
orders froo I, Safdarjung Road. For 
inwaiKe, Ur Bbagwantrao Gadewad is 
said to be a foOower of Mr Dhou, 
while Ur Manikrao Bhasbale is said 
to be Urs Premilatai Chava&*s ms" 
and Ur Raviodn Raut is die fonner 
chief niaister's protege and eo oa 
They would not even be able (o gel a 
luncheon invjatarran for their masters, 
leave alone play their game. 

Tbe ihird criteria for selecting (he 
cabuet was "clean image” as Mr Bho- 
salc hiaueU has said. Most of the 
l$*(Msber cabinet have a relatively 
dean inuge, thoi^ Mr Bhosaie him- 
saU and Mr Baliram Hiray are not 
above con tr ove rs y. Tbe only lAS offic¬ 
er tuned politician who has been 

made minister. Dr V. Subramaniam, 
was raporte^y t^n to ;taSk for a 


lapM during Mr $. B. Chavan'i regime, 
w Hiray was tbe subject of strictures 
by the High Court recently end is at 
tbe moment a subjact of criticism for 
tbe trusts sei up n him. He war the 
minister for educatmn in Mr Antulay's 
cabinet. Tbe reaioo for hU inclusion is 
that he is from Nasik, the state's most 
troubled discria. For the Cpngreu(l) 
Nasik is the distinct from where it is 
being gradually wiped out following 
tbo nst c( Sharad Joshi. Nasik is Mr 
Joshi's .Bunching p^ fot his move* 
meat for remunerative prices. Since 
Mr Bhosaie himself provides no other 
rationale for tbe choice of ministers, it 
is obvious chat the party felt chat what 
little influence it has in the district 
would be lost if Mr Htray was re¬ 
moved. 

There has litarally been political 
coup in Maharashtra and as the Gov- 
eraor of Maharashtra Mr O.P. Mehra 
said in his Republic Day message, 
(here was i peaceful transition of 
power in the state. A bloodless coup, 
indeed, with the structure at 1, Bafdar- 
jung Road becoming stronger than 
ever. 

dga Tellii 
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ANDHRA PRADESH 


Anjiah goes berserk 
against journalists 


llvdi^rubad: It Nriiried with (he cov«r> 
(iKe uf ihv BhiiNt Bandh in the preu. 
Thi local iiew^pepers nn 20 January 
itavi* dilfvrent asse»t»nivoT« itf the 
iuiiniU Whilt' the Indinn Express. The 
lUtidu end the Evn»du rep«)rred that 
iht* tnuiilh was partial in the tfate, two 
oiher llew^|>at>it^. the Oeican Chroni' 
ilv and the Ari</hr«j BIuh/ou. htiih <»wn* 
rii and 4'diu-d hv T. (lMndra»hekhar 
Ki'ddv, Oionresvil) irii’inbvr of (he 
Kaiva Solihii, huwevri. reported (hat 
I Ilf h.iiulfi fv<ikfd a k^khI ifvpcin<« in 
ihf M«ilf. 

IriiidfOMlIv. on tliv same mnht. 
shiff mini^ift i Anttuh convened (he 
iMitiiiKhtU Ntaif iohinei meetiAK. Mr 
Aniiiih fmet^fd from (he hrleficiK 
aiotind nudniKlit and walked iniu (he 
jKfss loiffioK hall where vome pres-v 
mtii IkkI liven wail inn for over four 
liooix riu' Iniffmp with (he pressmen 
1 01 Ofd out lo be •( stormy onet the CM 
liisiifd oot oi the preos in general and 
ihf fH*ii.iJ) (Vtioriiile in particular- Mr 
AiMoih firsi emmred wnich reporter 
wns leprewntinx ihc (‘Aiorm/e. When 
\\w If porter Mr 1) Naracimha ftao 
liiKo known >ix Simmam and e close 
I Mend of Ml Aniiah), identified him* 
xfli. the CM told him to Ivave the room 
.Old ufVfi Ik* present for any of his 
pivss c<iiifi*reiices. 

With Mr Koo\ departure, (he CM 
slarifd his scathiiix attack on (he 
pifssmeii Said he: "I do not mind 
liecominx unpopular at the national 
level also Hul I swear on God I will 
ouiiiKe puiiiiive action (OMinst some 
iifWs|Mper'<i. because they persist in 
p.ooiiiiX me black day m and day out ” 
Sjvinx thai to the pressmen, the CM 
lur/kHl to Mr V. V. Manikyala Rao. the 
diiector of mformaiioir, and asked him 
to stop advertisements and other faci¬ 
lities 1(1 the Deccan CftroniVie. 

Without paymK heed to decency Mr 


Anjiah broke* out: “I must him the 
ticket. 1 must give him the loans and I 
mutt also give him advertisements. 
After all this, should I receive only 
abuses from hire?** ^ough Mr Anjiah 
did nut mention any names it was 
obvious that he was speaking about Mr 
T- Chandrashekhar Reddy, who had 
been elected to the Rajya Babha on 
the Congress) 11 ticket last vear. But. 
added Mr Anjiah. he had nothing 
against the Clinmicie reporter. “He is 
wekume to my press conferences in 
hic individual capacity hut not as a 
representative of that paper.** 

Mr Anjiah also said that come news* 
papers had lieen writing (hat he had 
lost his leadership from the day he 
iiHik over as CM. These newspapers 
were trying to create panic among the 
people and spread disaffection and 
hatred against the covernmeni. But he 
was not afraid ana waned: **Po you 
think you have the pen in your hand? 
We shall see how long you (can) write. 
You people here may write against me. 
I won’t lose anything. If I want I can 
get publicity from (M Delhi agencies 
and newspapers. 1 do imm mind being 
defamed W arresting I will do 
what no other chief minister has dorse 
anywhere and show you (what I can 
do) if you want to challenge jm action 
in the Court. I are not ^raid of the 
consequences.” he thundered. 

Giving his veniofl of the episode. Mr 
Anjiah said that when the Ciironicfe 
published the lead story headlioed; 
^Cood response to the bandfi he was 
annoyed because the CongreaafI) bed 
taken a decision to diKouriM the 
bandh. The Chrockle violated (he de* 
cision, although it is run by a Congres* 
Rl) MH. This was Maethmg be could 
not '‘endure.* 

Tussles between Mr Anjiah and the 
Chronicle have taken place on more 



Mirages are coming 


Paris: While the Mirage deal her 
slipped out <if the headlines and the 
coniriivrrcy has cvlmed down, nego¬ 
tiations are taking place quietly. 
Some hard bargaining is now going 
itn. The Indian defence secretary. Mr 
Kaul, who weni (u Paris just a week 
twfoie Mis Gandbi'x Paris (our les( 
N(ivc*mber, was there again in (he 
second half of January to cmiinue 
discussiitfik an ihe Mirage deal. 

f)ne Kvi' 'he impression that ihe 
dviision lobnv the Mirage 20(Xl might 
li.m* been uken. HeopW are perhaps 
now iteiiiux <h»wn to the finer points 
III the vmiiiaci. Methods of financing, 
the wtMjHins svsiem. ihe delivery sys* 
\vm. and, ul inurse, (he price are 


some of tbe areas being thrashed oat. 
The defence secretary has just asked 
the French govemmani for a soft loan 
for the Mirage: bat. it seems that the 
French do Dot believe u giving soft 
loans. They are, however, willing (o 
participate in ibe financing of the 
projesi. Frciwta purse Mrings as far as 
liiuncing projects in India are con¬ 
cerned seem to hare been loosened 
after the Socialists came to power. 

India IS insisting on the latest in 
tecbanlogy Updated rechaology. 
whkb ts usually what Is olferatt. li not 
enough Whai iitdiawantsisRiiaristk 
Whether that will ebo be 
KpJhu^ question. 


r ChamfraibekAar Reddy, editor of 
Deccan Chronicle 

than half*a*doien occasions when the 
Chroflk'fe had earned, according to 
Congresafl) sources close to the CM, 
'speculative and adverse** reports 
against the CM which'were contra¬ 
dicted by Mr Anjiah himself. One such 
report related to the “change of lead¬ 
ership" after the November 19d0 
Assembly by-elections in (he state. 
Such reports are construed to be parr 
of a campaign which Mr Chan 
drashekhar R^dy is waging agamsi 
the CM on behalf of certain central 
leaders from Andhra Pradesh and 
some of Mr Aniiah's own cabinet ciil- 
leagues. 

But why the attack against the CM? 
One story is that Mr T. Chan- 
dreshakhar Reddy had allegedly tried 
to bring political pressure on Mr An¬ 
jiah (o withdraw the criminal cases 
pending in the courts against Mr Red¬ 
dy's younger brother and irrigaiiun 
contractor. Mr T. Subramani Reddy, 
for the alleged offence of diverting 
and blackmarketing in cement meant 
for an irrigation project. 

Strangelj^ after the 20 January epi¬ 
sode, the Oroniefe carried two items 
on 21 Jenuary headlined; "Strike flops 
in Andhra Pradeih* and "Bandh . . . 
but no impan." And on 22 January, 
tha CfiANticle did yat another some¬ 
rsault by publishing a hard-hitting 
editorial against the CM: "(Our) sup¬ 
port to Mrs Gandhi's leadership does 
not mean that it (our paper) will 
meekly put up with the antics and 
capers of pinchbeck Napoleons like Mr 
Anjiah who are no more than birds of 
passage.* The editorial went on to add 
that "none of Mr Anjiah's predeces¬ 
sors exhibited such boorishness as he 
has done ... Mr Anjiah appears to be 
tbe only leader who is incapable of 
Rowing in stature. He Is a small man 
sitting in a big chair ... It is the 
insoleoce of office chat makes him 
speak like that... One of the unmis- 
lakeable characteristics of a Humpty 
Oumpty is the anger he exhibits when 
he sees bis own Image in ■ mirror.* 

The CArofljc/e reporter who was 
"turned away” ii believed to have told 
othm pressmen that he would see to it 
that Mr Anjiah is "deihroned.” What- 




ever prenieet the nreiimiii Difht 
meke now, when Mr Anjleb had u£ed 
him to leave the room toe ocher reper* 
Mrs preient bed oat objected. On^ 
Jeter efcer Mr Anjiah iisued e der* 
iiicatioo about his ‘'renurles" oo 21 
January, did the jountaJiite raise a 
hue>aod<rT apinfi him and pemed 
rtielutiont condenniai his "io* 
temperate remarki.** 

A aaoior iourtuilisc had a revelation 
to make. Aecording to him, ‘Some 
intereeied parties had approached t)w 
newsmen to rush to Oeuii to launch a 

S eas campaign against Mr Aniiah. 

were ready to offar air rivets 
Md hotel accottimodation and other 
benefits ... * He also disclosed ihst ^ 
wes one among those who were 
approached but he had turned down 


the offer. *1 eondema Mr Aiijiah*s 
iflteaiperate remarks but u the w ne 
time 1 ao not warn to boteob widi the 
bUck ah^ in the profeasloe to polirl' 
cise u issue,* said ba. Newsmen like 
the ooe quoted above are a rare spe> 
des to Andhra Pradesh today. Thm 
are persons who nasquemde as jour* 
nalists and act u go-betweens and 
merceearies for the poUtkians who 
wield power. Many of tWm are simply 
favour-seeken. Sm local *joumu« 
isu* urva as *uaofficial advisers” to 
nunistart and even the chiefs Binister 
for e "price.” Pe^te like Mr Anjleh 
make uncharluble remarks about the 
preas only because tha local ioumal- 
ISO have devalued lod debased them- 
wives before the politkians. 

9ftd Majaedia Hama 


CPI(M) ELEVENTH CONGRESS 


Intraparty differences 
continue 


ViiaywadB! The Commurust Par» of 
India (Maraist ) has not been able to 
solve any of its major problems, lhat 
was the impression one gained oo 21 
Januan, at the end of the sixday 
party Coneresi. According .to the re¬ 
solution adopted at the (ongress, the 
CFl(M) stands for a left and demoerv 
tic front on the national level while on 
rhe international level It is pro-Russia. 
However, there has been no unanimity 
amoni the members on the reaolution. 
A sisaole section of the powerful Weir 
Bengal. Kerala and Andhra Pradeah 
uni's omsed the resolutions and the 
party leadership had to make some 
concessions to them. 

Within the parly's poUtburo there 
ace differences too. The povrer^ West 
Bengal leader. Mr Promode Dasgupta, 
WM not ready to accept most of the 
non Congressd) and the non-BjP par 
ties as democratic, and Andnra 
Pradesh's Mr P. Sundarayya was bit¬ 
terly opposed to the pro-Hoscow lean 
ings of his party. In fact, the con¬ 
troversy within the party is so deep 
that during the bnefina, neither Mi 
Naroboodinpad, general-secretary of 
the piny, nor polirburo member Mr 
Bisavapunniih, could answer dearly 
whether the present new Soviet lead¬ 
ership could now be called true Mant¬ 
is t-Leninists and non-revisionists. 
Another questioo which the party 
leaders could not answer was whether 
the party was ready to accept the 
Janata Party, Lok Dal and the Con- 
gresNS) as true democratic parties. 

Tbe CPl(M) has a tradition of adopt¬ 
ing resolutions whkh can be inter¬ 
preted in different ways. For ciampl^ 
at the tenth party Congress in Julfun- 
dur, a resolution was adopiad which 
would enable one section of tbe party 
leadership to withdraw its sq^port to 
Mr Morarji DesaiW government while 
another section could oppose the with¬ 
drawal. At the wesent congress con. 
resolutions which can he interpreted 


as being for and against Mrs Gandhi, 
have bMn adopted. Blowing hot and 
cold, the CPRM) has also kept its 
options alive regarding the CPI. While 
maintaining i atneUy anti-CPI stance, 
the gates uve been kept open for 
builmng up a strong left iM democra¬ 
tic front with t^ CPI U the seed 
arises b 

The Coagreeadi was critkised repe¬ 
atedly for Its autboniarinn rule and its 
surrender to the "imperialist econo¬ 
mic pressures.” But, strangely, no¬ 
where in ibe 74-pege documeoi on the 
ty congress nor ia the tOO-minute 
Jong ipee « i by parry theoretician. B.T. 
Ranadive, was Mrs Gandhi crUicised 
personally. At the Jullundur congress, 
for example, tbe resolutions ad^ed 
seemed to be loaded wi^ venom 
against Mrs Indira Gandhi personally. 
The situation is certainly different 
now: the party has. by and large, 
supported Mrs Gandhi's foreign poli¬ 
cy. The USA has been uken to tarn in 
the political resolution: "The USA and 
its agencies are using all means to 
undermine the* politic unity of the 
country. The north-eastern region of 
the country, undermiaed by foreign 
Christian missions and ocher imperial¬ 


ist agencies, is dominated by seces¬ 
sionist forces. Tbe imp^aUst hand 
behind the Atsem agicitlon is clearly 
evident. The USA puts its main re¬ 
liance 00 the military rulers of Pakis¬ 
tan lo create a threat of war and 
aggressioD against India. A deal is 
uw to supply Pakistan with the 
latest supersonic class destroyers 
which, like the F-16 aircraft, are equip¬ 
ped with missiles which could strike 
any part of India The CPI(M) takes 
serious note of these developments 
and IS determined to rally all the 
patriotic forces in the defence of the 
unity apd the freedom of the country 
to foil ihe aggressive designs of im 
perialism ana the adventures of the 
military regime of Pakistan... The im¬ 
mediate aim ... is to weaken the Indo- 
Soviet treaty of friendship and coop¬ 
eration which is a big lever to ward off 
imperialist militaiy pressures and de¬ 
feat aggression. The party must do 
eyerything to strengthen the treaty, 
fight its detractors and eiplain lo the 
peoole its importance for the defence 
of the country." 

Can the latter part of the resolution 
be utilised in tbe future as an excuse 
to support Mrs Gandhi? At the same 
time, tne political resolution has alio 
mentlened that the "challenge of au 
cboriterianism is the main danger to¬ 
day” and has declared that the "plat¬ 
form of broad resistance to authoritar¬ 
ianism is growing and continuing to 

S ow” and tha* the party would streng- 
en it furrher. Tba party may, ona 
day, Mt (or a broad based unity of all 
anti-Mrs Gsndhi forces whkn may 
eves include the Bharetiya Janata 
Party (BJP). At the same time they 
might not join hands with tha BJP 
since it has been called the "pro-US 
kb^” in India. 

SitKa its inception the CPRM) has 
not been able to solve its internal 
differences on any of the major pohtic- 
al issues facing the party. The party 
could once be unanimous about one 
objective; brinaing about a peoples’ 
democratic revolution. But today the 

E arty is more adept at organising a 
allot box revolution to capture power 
in some nates in India than organising 
a peoples* democratic revolution 
under (he leader^ip of the working 
classes. 


Berua Sengupta 

Namhoodinpa^framode Dssgupia; art (he Sorkrj (ria Manist Uninati? 
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NATIONAL HERALD 


Mismanagement of 
funds since 1974 



MotMMt cppy kttgt full v^tvrtMOPMr by ■ pnvtre wfuiw- 

ftoi ro National HaraU, aatf (fight) ktter fnm GtmfJ MMgv, Noriimn 
R9i}wty. r9h9$iat tgttnmatt/it to Ptrmon' Journal pvNiaM by Amctotod 
"os a jpac^ caae m nlojutioo oi niioi on file Mbject.” 

Naw Dalhi: The accumulated Joases oi rate of general and teebnicaJ devtlop* 
(he Soeionui Henid group <according meat, was coattituied lo look iaio tM 
to some employees the dendt ia some running of die Aaociated Jot^reali 
where near Rs two to three crores) Ltd. The tnauiry was ordarad under 
have defied Mr Yishpal Kapoor’s waU* Section 1$ oi the Industrial (Develop* 
known abilities as a Knd raiser. Free meni and Regulation) Act, IHl. Ine 
tically every asset of the publishing ocher tnenbv of the cooumetoe was 
company has been pledgw against Mr K. F. Sama» deputy chief coat 
loans^tne printing press, the rent Kcouots officer, bureau of indusfftal 
from buildings owned by the company costs and prices. As tte iaqiury report 
and even some office equipment. For has oude deer, mismanagement of 
two months in late 19dl, the Lucknow funds by tbe top caeevtives ^ the 
bankers refused to extend overdraft company was taking place as far bart 
facilities to the company, h is not that as 1974, though then, and now, tbe 
Mr Kapoor did nor have a free hand m staff of tbe ^fer>offal HonJd (specially 
raising funds for the Nationa) Herald at Delhi) was paid meam salaries and 
He also had the cooperation of the had fewer working facilities than jour* 
advertisers he approached. To raise naJists employed in the odier dailies of 
money, for example, Mr Yashpal the capital. 

Kapoor established a special pubitca- The coaclusioiis of the inquiry re* 
tiuns division of Associated Journals port were: 

to bring out souvenirs on different eMisoeliaoeous receipts to tbe tune of 

stales which could be packed with Rs 3S.1S lakhs betwe en 197^7S to 

advertisements from cencral and state 197^77 in respect of whkb the so ur ces 
public undertakings as well as private of sudi receif^ were not clearly avail* 

companies. Sunday learns that in the able. However, m certain cases, the 

winter of 19S041 the Herald group company Hself was shown as tbe 

planned souvenirs on at least eight source « such receipts, 
states and another one on trade irtd •Receipt of subsiiotial advances 
industry in India, ^uvenirs were plan against subscriptions to tbe extent of 

ned on Punjab, Tamil Nadu. Gujarat, iU 23.39 lakhs during the period 1974* 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra 7S to 197&77. 

Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and the un- efUceipi of advances awnst adver* 
ion territories. The advertisement liscments between 1974>7S and 1976< 
rates for these suppleotents were: full 77 in several eases and in some cases 
page. Rs l.SOOi half-page, Rs 2,000; such advance eweeded.^ $0,000. 
Quarter page, Rs 1,200; back page. Rs eReceipt of share a^lfcarion money 
6.000 and inside cover page, Rs 4.SOO. to tbe extent of Rs 4.40 lekhs from 

On 16 April 1979, a two-member certain panies vdtbout receiving the 
inquiry committee, h^ed by Mr N. R share a^ications in respect therbof 
Srinivasan. industrial adviser, directo- These include Rs SO.Ow from one 
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individual which was credited to' tbe 
unclaimed balance account in the 
accounts for the ^ar ended 3I.3.197S. 
•Advance of interest-free loans 
amounting to Rs 1.45 lakhs. However, 
as a result of adverse remarks made by 
the auditors, the company decided to 
charge interest at the rate of six per 
cent per annum with effect from 
l.t.1978. 

•Favours shown by banks in the mat¬ 
ter of grant of loans to this company. 
•Favours shown by a "port trust au¬ 
thority" in the matter of remission of 
demurrage charges to the extent of Rs 
6.4] lakhs. 

eDelay in remissiqn of statutory dues 
including ESI and PF contributions. 
•For more than two years, the con¬ 
tribution of the amployees and the 
employers towards novident Fund, 
the Employees State Insurance and 
the premia under the UC/salary sav¬ 
ing scheme have not been paid, depriv¬ 
ing the workers of their right to medic 
al treatment and insurance cover (321 
life insurance policies of the workers 
at Lucknow hive laps^). These mis¬ 
appropriations are in themselves 
enough to put any guilty men behind 
bers. 

•During th^ Emergency, a large num¬ 
ber of firms gave advertisements 
under pressure to the Narionei Hera/d 
group of newspapers both in Lucknow 
and Delhi. AHer the lifting of the 
Eaurgency in March 1977, many of 
these firms refused to pay for the 
advertisements already printed as 
they had been taken under duress in 
the fint instance. It is learnt that the 
manaaereeni of tbe Herald group 
forged receipts and have shown many 
companies as having made the pay¬ 
ments, thus converting large amounts 
of blidt money into white 
Aril 9—f _ 

SCIENCE 

Unrest at 
institute 

Crinm: The director of the Boae 
iBsdtute (BIL Dr $. C. Bbattncharyya. 
has issued wogator^ letters to sU 
senior academic staff mambars. No 
iperifk ebargsa have been made but 
me scientists uve been told that they 
have frittered away their time in agita- 
efaoi initaed of raaairch. Coptaa of tbe 
letten have been aent to aanior central 
and state govenuaent officials and dw 
ecdvlati uve been inforaied that the 
Boaa Institute Council <lfC) would 
take nertofl. The direccor'i ectloQ has 
Mt scientists of various research insd- 
tutei in the dty stunned. 

K has been aceoe, suKe Novem¬ 
ber 1911, of a tussle between tbe 
director and tbe Boee Insdnite Em¬ 
ployees' Asaodaiioa (BIBA) whose 
mambcri include both aeodeinic and 
noQ-acedemk staff. It stanad with an 
aasodation meeting oo 4 November 
1961. whi^ four members of tbe Joint 


1 


Action Cotnmince of XJnioKUtndAsso* I 
ciitioni of Autonomoui Reworcb In- S 

shtu(ion», West Bengal (JACARlX*^ i 

attended. Tbe flashpoint wa$ a metDOT' < 
andum to the BIEA secretary for viola¬ 
tion of security rules, containing a 
specific threat of derecognition of the 
association. The conflict escalated 
over the next two months and was 
partially defused when an urgent 
BIC meeting on 22 January 1962 
decided that a one-man comnittec 
would conduct an inouiry. 

Fearing closure ot the institute, 
ACARl appealed to chief minister 
i Baju following which the state 
chief secretary has reportedly had 
discussions with the director. At 
jACARl’i convention on IS Janu^ 
1962, the city’s scientific comnuntcy 
was. indignant to hear the **arrogant* 
wording of the letters to senior scieo* 
tlsis, containing threats of punishment 
and demotion, and especially the 
director's references to his own role in 
the appointment and promotion of 
each of the researcheri. implying 
apparently that they owed him person¬ 
al Itwalty. 

BlEA's demands relate mainly to 
demxratisation of the institute's func¬ 
tioning. It is felt that the director's 
actions are aimed at: derecognising 
the association as a preemptive move 
to prevent exposure of administrative 
irregularities and dissuading 
academic staff from being involved in 
BIEA activities and weakening the 
link with JACARI, which is a source of 
solidarity from other research insti¬ 
tutes. 

The director's stand as expressed in 
an “open letter" to hit staff Is that he 
cannot succumb to "the threats of a 
few." A section of the staff also feels 
that the director’s actions constitute a 
desirable discipline. 

The scenario at the BJ has to be seen 
against the background of various past 
happen ingi including two unexplained 
bomb'throwiim incidents in the lace 
1970s. In 19^, the birth centenary 
year of J. C. Bose, the Hindu published 
an article listing specific examples of 
petty intrigues at the Bl, official ob¬ 
struction of important research, 
emigration of good scientista, corrup* 
tion and operation of cliques. The 
report remains uncontradkted. 

Two former regisiran were forced to 
quit because ch^ opposed financial 
meddling Both hw submitted memor¬ 
anda (which were discussed in Parlia* 
Blent in the 1970s > in which they had 
enumerated examples of corrutdon, 
irrational expenditure, false bills and 
continuous theft of mnteriaJ and 
equipment. 

According to one source, the direc- 
tor’s recent actions, preceded by tou^ 
"toning u^” measures by the registrar, 
are in remnse to pressures from the 
centre's department of sciertce and 
technology {cantraJ mnt to BI is an 
annual Ri one crora). BIEA hu sartous 
charges annit the registnr, the ea- 
censlun of wboae contract it opposes, 
ostensibly because he Is Iom pest 
rcilreDcni age, but quite possibly be- 
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cause of bis tightening up of diKipline 
In recent months. The oresent conflict 
has allegedly resulted from the sudden 
disturbance of a happy status ouo in 
which different parties at all Weis 
had earlier contributed to a mutually 
advantageous equilibrium. 

The siquancy in tbe Bt situation 
comes from the special position of the 
BI in Bengali ethos. Hence the harping 
on "precious herit^e* by the director 
in his letters to his stafr Hence also 
why a closure threat becomes freugbt 
wtu sentimental implications calling 
for state government aiudery even 


though funds are largely central. The 
director is s reputed scientist with a 
number of awards to bis credit. And 
there seems to have been a shrewd 
sense of timing in his nomination (with 
Dr ?. K. Iyengar of BARC) for the 
latest FICCi award for "distinguished 
scientists." The announcement coin¬ 
cided with the high point of the inter¬ 
nal drama. Any serious problem at the 
BI, apart from outragins patriotic Ben¬ 
gali feehnp, supplies one more handle 
to decry ino Left Front's "interference 
in higher education.” 

\imm BalaaubrahaanyaiB 


Teaching tigers Malayaiam 


Bendavgerh (MR): Ihe real heroes of 
Msdbyi Rrsde<b's tiger ssnetuahes 
are the Kalayalec MMurs who take 
tourists, photographers and travel 
writers to literslly hsndshsking dis¬ 
tance of the big cat. As two or three 
elephants pin down the tiger within s 
small circle of action, the Bahoiitr 
will often take their elefdiams soote 
five or six yards dose and force the 
lim to come into the op^ out of the 
tu. pale yellow grass la which he 
likes to fade away from human eyea 
Baring his fai^ restless within the 
constriciina circle, the tiger is often 
subjected by the loahowrs to e stream 
of admooishmenis in Malayaiam and 
Hindustani: "Kya Jivrr kurr karts hai, 
bajchcy nho (stop this grtpuding, sii 
down).” 

The awMTing thoig u that the wild 
cat seems to a ccept this disdpUne and 
if tbe aMhoucs (wbo also serve as 
guides in tiger parks soch as tha one 
at Baodav^rti, near SatnaX are able 
to track a tiger down, with tbe be)p of 
their alepbiflu they can show the 
beasts off to tourists all day kmg. For 
the achooeg it ts a long mimey fraoi 
the elephant irackrof iWala to tha 
cifcr lunglas of Madhya Fradesh. Gov- 
emaeai employees, the mahouts and 
their dephanta have been o-tnderred 
north toWoat tbe tourist trade. With 
moothb pay packets ef less than fU 
300 and many mouths in the family to 
feed, the mshoufr heve eisdc s 
routine out of riakit^ tbeir lives lor 
tips and hakaheeik. 


The state's foiest departmeni 
seems to add to their dsre-devilry 
because iho elephants, which are gov- 
eniinent-ovmed, are lefi to vuie in 
the jungle. Every time a minoui has 
to bring hii eieplunt in, he must go 
out to search for it in (he tiger park 
Every eveoina, after the tourists' 
joyridei are none, rtie elephant is 
unharnessed and allowed to roam the 
jungle in search of food. But the 
pachyderm must be brouahi back for 
tbe trek at dawn, wheo me mahouts 
go figer-ipottiflg, locate the tiger and 
send word back for tourists lo come 
and see the big beast in the wild. 

At the impossible hour of three in 
the morning, each mahout sets out on 
hb own in search of his elephant. It is 
a journgy into tiger country on foot. 
Don't you f el fri^tened cd the tiger, 
we aakad a couple of mthouts at the 
Bandavgarh tiger park recently. So. 
they said, tbe tiger tells us where the 
elephant is We simply do not look for 
the elephant where the tiger is. 
Cheetai deer, tbe monkeys and the 
birds tell us where tlse tiger is. No 
winder, when in bright delight, five 
or six tourists tit atop the mephent 
haudi. tbe wild jun^ show really 
looks quite tame. 

laeideatally, the Bandavgarh tiger 
park also boaats of an exoiic^y 
ruioed fortress atop a neighbouring 
hUL where Sant Kabir U said to have 
spent many of his lest years. 

Anil Saari 
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EXTRACT 


The Secret 
Lite of 

Elvis Presley 

Sexy gyrationsf frenzied music and the pompadour hairstyle: that was Elvis—the 
myth that fans around the world swooned over. But behind the facade o/3fama*j 
Little Boy, the real Elvis had a secret life which included consuming enormous 
amounts of Eskimo Pies (ice cream), and orgiastic parties with ! 8-y ear ^Id girls. 
His other obsessions: a tico^way mirror on the wall of an adjoining bedroom and 
an oversexed chimpanzee. In the end he found what was closest to his heart; 
drugs. ALBERT GOLDMAN reveals these unknown facts about ^the greatest 
figure in the history of mass culture*^ in his book Elvie (published by Allen Lane 
and distributed in Indio by Penguin Overseas Ltd., price Rs 139.20). 


W hen EJvii Freiley re< 
turned to Americo tfter 
hie years in (he army, he 
was a chanied man. His 
mother's death, his 
tether's remarriafse. his own sufferings 
in the service, as well as the prolonged 
interruption of his career and his anxi¬ 
ety about its revival, had eroded the 

8 rear self confideiice he displayed in 
is early years. His first TV appear 
ances. particularly his queer showing 
on Frank Sinarra’s tVeJeome i/ome 
Parfy for EMs Ertsity, testify to (he 
change in the man that underlay the 
change in the image. 

The first signal something im* 
portent had happened to Elvis was 
sexual. The Elvis who had appeared on 
the Dorsey. Berle and Sullivan shows, 
who had starred in Loying Vou and 
Joilbou<a Rock, was butch. He had a 
chunky, clunky aura as he stood four 
square before the camera and blasted 
out his soul with total indifference to 
l>ublic opinion. Even his legendary 
shyness, cunningly ei^loited in those 
scenes in Lot tug Touin which he plays 
Opposite the sophiscicatedly sexy 
Lizaheth Scott (who has a wonderful 
time loymg with this enfant retTibfe. 
alternately seducing and mocking 
himi. comes across as a kind of 
strength, (he coi]ed*up power of a boy 
whose manner warns: ^Don't get me 
siarttd or youTl he sorry!" 

After rhe army. Elvis appears very 
delkate and vulnerable, as if he were 
recovering from major surgery. He 
wrings his hands as be talks, lie has 
become extremely wary. With his pre- 
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posterous Little Richard conk, his limp 
wrist, girlidt grin and wobbly knees, 
which now turn out instead of in. he 
looks outrageously gay. When he con* 
fronts the much smaller but more 
masculine Sinaira. Elvis's body lan¬ 
guage flashes. *'1 surrender, dear.” 

Nor 15 this sudden loss r>f his former 
virility morelv a deceiving appear* 
aitce: it is paralleled by many more 
significant changes in Elvis's manner 
of conducting his life and career. Sn< 
siead of partying with his peers, the 



voting actors and actresH*s of (he Jitn- 
mv Dean clique. Elvis locks himself up 
now in a house with six siniiges and 
never goes out to play. Instead of 
falling in lov'e with a bcautifu) film* 
viar. he herds hundreds of anonymous 
groupies through his bediiK>m. Instead 
Ilf being baskalK a svmpatlietic char 
acter with some itgly traits, he becom 
e& an ari<»gant punk who closely re 
sembles (he character he portrayed in 
Jailhou>a Rock As for his career, he 
abandons all control over i( and sub¬ 
mits himself completelv to the 
machinations of Colonel Parker ihis 
managen and his cronies in Holly* 
wood. All these changes attest tu a 
profound metamorphosiv in the char* 
acter of Elvis Presley. Though they 
lirvt become mandest ivhen he is dis* 
charged from the service, we must 
search for their source in that deadly 
wound Elvis suffered when his mother 
died. 

Gladys was as much the source of 
Elvis's self'Confidence as she was the 
cause of his extreme dependency. She 
was al«o his only confidante and his 
moral governor. Once Gladys died, 
Elvis found himself desperately alone 
and naked. His first instinct was to 
retreat from the world and wall him* 
self round with people who were de¬ 
voted to him. body and soul. His 
second impulse was to drown his sor¬ 
rows in an endless round of parties 
and games that would keep him perpe* 
(uatly distracted frum his real state of 
mind. Hu ultimate resolution was the 
most fateful: it was to sever the link 
between hit peat and present by total* 






invert ins the relitbM between his 
life end his imege. Insteed of bein# ■& 
innocent end naive kid who imperson* 
eied publicly e wild end orfiestic 
figure, Elvis would now pUy in public 
ihe All'Americen loy, while off 
camera he indulged hleiself in en 
endleAs debauch m sea et^ drugs. 

The inception of Elvis's new lifestyle 
was a two'week furlough that he took 
in (he summer of 1959 in Peris with 
several uf hii boys. SettUna down at 
the posh Hotel Prince de GaUes, he 
swiftly diKovered en old-time oight- 
club on the Champs Elysees celled the 
LidOi which had e chorus line bearing 
the legendary title, The iluebcJle 
Girls, in other words, the descendants 
of those turnof-rhecentury chorus 
girls who had swarmed over tne origin¬ 
al Prince d« Galles or Prince of Wales, 
the future Edward VII. Elvis, wearing 
fnr the first time his eiegeni dress 
bluet end looking like a ieuet day 
version of (he Student Prince, insrinc* 
lively fell inio the pattern of his re¬ 
nowned and royal predecessor. Every 
n>aht he eic dinner ai the club; then, 
ufici the first show, he swept up the 
entire chorus line end carriM M beck 
(o hK hotel, where they penied eatro- 
vaKumlv« until ihe phone would ring 
un<J the manager of tne club would beg 
Klvis to return the girls so that the 
Kupper shuw could commence. Elvis 
would wjtneix that show as well and 
afterwards return in hia suite with the 
Nlrii. with whom he toyed till down. 

When Elvis returned to Hollywood, 
he showed no sign at first of adopting 
this orgiastic pattern so close to home. 
He was still a little inhibited, still 
exhibiting traces of his mother's 
morality. Then, one ni^t, a random 
occurrence initiated a ciiain of events 
that concluded with Elvis finding him¬ 
self once again in a position to ura^e 
his appetite fur orgiastic parties. The 
decisive event wes being asked (o 
leave the Beverly Wilthire Hotel for 

E tree ISC ly the same reasons chi( hod 
ed to Elvis's expulsions from hotels in 
Germany: extreme rowdineso. 

On this pertlculer oi^( Elvis and 
(he Guys were involved in one of those 
childish games in which he ^nt so 
much of his spore time in the early 
years: • water battle with squirt guns. 
What made the battle characteristic of 
Elvis was the violence with which he 
drove it, that innate violence that 
always reade him take everything to 
the fimits aod beyond, never feeling 
that he hod hod enough of any game 


enough of 
until limbi broke end blood flowed 
end screams of pain accompanied the 
pleasure. 

Pirst, one of the boys had sbpped on 
the wet kitchen floor and gashed him¬ 
self deeply on a ^oken bottle. Then, 
Red. Joe and Sonny grabbed Elvis aod 
flow. As Sonny held 
Red 
over 


threw him on the flow, as bonny 
Elvfs'i legs and Jot hit midrin, 
rubbed his palm back and forth 
Elvis's nose, driving him ewMletely 
craiy. When he had brought nlvis to 
the ultimate peak of rage. Red 
shouted. "Let nor At that awnest. 
Red ind Sonayleaped up end ran for 
their lives Joe. seeking to do the 
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seme. sJippH end fell en the floor. 
Instantly. Elvis was on top of him. 
kicking him like a log as he rolled 
across the floor. Then. Elvis seised a 

t uicar and swinging it like an axe, hit 
ot a stunning blow on iVw elbow. Joe 
screamed in pnln and lay there witch¬ 
ing his arm inflate like • balloon. Red 
and Sonny, who hod circled bock, 
realised now that the fight hod gotten 
out of hand. They made e dash through 
a fire eecape door end took off dovn 
the hall with Elvis in hot pursud. 
When Elvis saw he couJdaT catch u». 
he threw the guiier with eJl his mignt 
after the fleeing figures. 

At (bet monent, an elderly lady who 
lived on Che floor opened her door. 
Just as she was about to step out into 
the holh-whoosh!-^ guitar flew by 
her nose, olmoot hitting her. Jumping 
back, she sJtmmed the door ud pick¬ 
ed up the (dKMte to coU the manager. A 
few minutes later this worthy was 
upstairs demanding to know what was 
going on and inspecting with • horrw- 
struck countenance the demaie to the 
rooms. Next day. Elvis and nis boys 
were asked to lave. 

The Coloael decided at this point 
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that it didn't make sense to confine 
these rambunctious boys to • hotel. 
They needed more space to stretch 
uut—end they needed to be kept away 
from the little old ledies of this world. 
TTie solution to the problem was 
obviously a good-siud pnvete bouse in 
some secluded epoi. A short March 
turned up a unique residence in Bel 
Air that had formerly belonged to the 
Shah of Iran. It was e dou^nuf-shet^ 
structure, ringed around e fifty-foot 
patio edged with shrubbery. Situated 
on the side ol • winding hillside roed 
called Perugia Way. the house over* 
io^ the greens of tne Bel Air Country 
Club. Carpeted with thick whire shag, 
filled with expensive Califomia-style 
furnishings and staffed by i block 
cook and houeeman, this flying Mucer 
was the perfect playpen for a walthy 
young playboy, boon it became legen> 
dory os the headquarters of the Mem¬ 
phis Mafia, the most intently partying 

S of bachelors in the history ol 
ffood. 

The Presley parties ore inviriebly 
depicied m tedious get-togethers 
whom only singularity Joy in the dis- 



pfoporttoft of men to women. Though 
literaUy thousands of young women 
were guests at these parties over the 
years, those who got beyond the forma¬ 
lities would not hive been eiger to 
recount their adventures for the be* 
nefit of the press. Nor would any 
report* or editor who valued his >od 
in HoUyw^ have been willing to 
publish such scandalous tales. Though 
one bars a greet deAl about the 
outrageous vmations of privacy suf¬ 
fered^ the stars, if we ore to judge ^ 
the exorapte of Elvis Pr^ey, in his 

day one of Hollywood's greatest 
store—and one about whose private 
life curiosity reached unprecedented 
proportiMs—there ore no limirs to 
whet a celebrity can do end escape 
exposure in (be film colony. 

The parties, which swiftly became 
the fow point of Elvis's life, would 
commence every night after supper, et 
ebeot ten. The basic idea was to fill 
(he hops# with attractive young 
women who had been especially 
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OMtlity Products of 


ttlecttd to cuform to Elvis's cxocring 
critvrio. Evil's ustes la wwno n wero 
juu 15 fined end uavtryiag i5 bis 
tastes io food. It was oolv naiural chai 
a man wbo could subsist m sin mooUu 
at a tine on a stead; diet of burnt 
baeoa maibcd poutoes. sauerkraut 
ud sliced tomatoes would want me 
and only oae kind of ^1. The iDteren* 
ins question is: wfaai is the female 
equivaleat of the afomakl diet? 

Ovis liked small, kiiie&ish clrU who 
were built to his ideal proportions, 
they were to be no higher utea five 
feet two and weigh no more iban one 
hundred ten pounds. The priose areas 
of erotic interest were the ass and legs. 

; Hair colourwi, complenon. facial fee- 
. tures were not important, though 
j beauty waa. naturally, desinble. What 
was critica) was that the girls be as 
* young as possible, certaioly no older 
thao eighteen, and chat they be not too 
far eenoved from the condition of 
virginity. Married women were oui of 
I the questiofl aod a wocnan who had 
borne a child was a complete turn off 
for Elvis Presley. As for emthme Elvis 
liked to see a pretty girl dreisM all in 
white When she uodreesed. he was 
hoping to see that she wore white 
underpants. While panties were 
Elvis's erock fetish 

All the Guys became at Elvis's 
urging quite accomplished procurers. 
TMir readiest source of supply was 
the studws where Elvis workM. Most 
Presley pictures had parry scenes (hat 
called for as many as a score of prettv 
young girla 1he moment the first call 
for lu^ extras went out, the Cun 
were busy amiuig the applicantv like 
UHiks in the oMcning market, making 
their selections for the Boss. After the 
studios, there were many other 
sources for Fresin dtkks; talc nt agen. 
cies. aighiclubs. theatres, sloces^nol- 
lyw^ is full of pretty ^young gkls. 
many of whom will do anything to 
advance (heir careers. AU one of the 
boys had to do was mention that Elvis 
Presley was bavini a party (bat flight 
at his home in Bel Ah and the prey was 
winging toward the net. 

Once the parties became an insiitu. 
tion in Hollywood, a lot of girls started 
trying n> crash the gate. On a typical 
evening, the whole * street and the 
parking area before the house would 
be swarming with Ktwes of young 
women who b^ved very mucH like 
the crowd seeking admission ru a 
popular discotheque. Like the patrons 
of a disco, they cane io all vurts of 
costumes from sitnple cotrai d^ses 
to sweater and peats outfits to stylish 
frocks topped with fur jackets. Park- 
ing their cars along this once^iujet 
street, they would stand, lean or sit all 
over the pnmerry, chattering and gos* 
sipiiu and looking each Mber over 
carefully. The focus of everyooe's 
atientioa was the heavy brown aw to 
the house, which was opqned from 
time to time by one of the boys, who 
would admii ilie girls he knew and tell 
the others to ‘nry later.* As at Studio 
S4, (be decision as to how many and 
which girls to admit depended entirely 
UA the demands of the party going on 


inside the house. Some of the more 
determioed girli would remain sund* 
ing in front c3 the door until two in the 
morning. 

Once a girl was admitted to the 
bouse, she would be ushered about 
with greet pdireneas br one of Elvis's 
man mottotains. Her flrsi impression 
was invariably one of great Idxiiry and 
style. As you entered the house, for 
example, you could look straight 
through (be feyer to the patio, which 
wu romanricaJly illoninaced at night 
end filled with iw plashing of a foun- 
tain at its centre, where e statue 
emptied endless jugs from its shoul* 
der. Sinkit^ into the deep'pile carpet 
and following her guide as he turned 
to the left, w would enter first the 
linng room, which was dominated by a 


Elvises tastes in women 
were just as fixed 
as his taste in food 
...what was critical was 
that the girls be as 
young as possible 

fireplace above which hung a painting, 
actually a painted photograph, of 
Elvis. Gladys and Vernon In front uf 
Creceland. The next room eruund the 
circle was ibe den; here the parlies 
were always held. Loud rock music 
would be Maying fom an illuninaieti 
jukebox filled with Elvis's favourite 
records; a wet bar at tbe far tide of the 
room wmi Id be piled hi gh with refresh • 
menis suitable for a Sweet Sixteen 
perty^sofi drinks, potato chips, pre- 
Isels. cookiei-^nd io the middle of 
(he room e TV set, whose back was 
concealed by a folding mirroredglass 
Kreen, would be playing with its 
sound turned off. 

Facing the televlsioii, on a huge 
btult in sofa, the King would be en¬ 
throned with his feet up on a cocktail 
table. Flanked by a couple of his men 
and surrounded by e bevy of young 
women, he would be watching lV. No 
matter who arrived, even if &e were 
the moat famous v beautiful star in 
Hollywood. Elvis would not rise to 
greet her. *Get her coai...find out what 
she wants to drink." With such boss* 
man orders, Elvis would beckon Tues* 
day Weld, Joan Blackman or CoitDie 
Stevens into the circle ground him. 

Elvis had a very wreastic and vulgar 
sense of humour that would emerge 
when he settled down at ease and 

removed the pKeoy mosk of southern 
gentlenanliness that he wore in pub- 
lie. From yean of listening to the local 
wits in his hometowo—uat type of 
southern joker who responds to every 
situation with a prrsveTDial line and a 
snap of his extended fore and nidfin* 
ger^Elvis bad developed quite a pat* 
ter of Memphis J.ve. As the aapiring 
young extras and starlets sirtm at his 
feet constantly looked bKk and forth 
from the silant video Kreen to the 
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imiBKvUuly (roomed end carefully 
droned ncr, tSty would be treeted to 
00 endleit ureem ol wiiiicicni. 

Woichini Jerry Lewis caper on the 
scTben. Elvis would sneer and drowl: 
'*Tbet's about w funny as a turd in a 
punch bowl." Or perhaps he'd say "as 
tunny as a Smitty on a hearse." (A 
Smitty was cbe Memphis name for a 
davice dasianed to make a teena(ef*s 
motor roar ) Every tine Elvis aoc off 
one of these gads, the Guys would roar 
wth laughter. Tneir response would 
encourage Elvis to continue his blaarre 
conmcntary. which soon burred into 
what must have sounded to the ^rls 
like a coda: 

"He's stronger than Tanan'i armpit- 
s...He's been there since Hitler was a 
corporal. ..He*s wilder than a peach 
orchard boar...Tell 'em where (ha cow 


Elvis was terrified of an 
unwanted pregnancy or a 
paternity suit. The Guys 
interpreted his anxiety as 
the product of some epi* 
sode in his early years 


et (he cahhdKeL That cat's lower (han 
a whale. .Uu(« as a bug's ear...So up- 
tifthi you couldn't dnve a straw up his 
uss With a len-pound sledge!” Watch¬ 
ing rwn guy^ back off from each other 
in a western, Elvis might crack: "Ha's 
itcared and the other's glad of it!" Or if 
someone said, "If oolv so and so were 
f<i happen, then..." Elvis might retort 
scornfully, “If tw aunt had nuts, she'd 
be my uncle!" moment the laugh 
died, the whole party would fall silent 
and return to the basic activity, which 
was watching Elvis watch TV. 

As there were perhaps forty or fifty 
girls m the house and only eight men. 
it would have been natural for (he 
Guys to start hitting on some of these 
chicks. This was a practice (hat was 
sternly forbidden. Elvis considered 
any such advances highly improper, an 
act of feae mejesfe. until he had ener* 
cised his prerogative to make the first 
choice. Allowing Elvis what wu called 
“th^ pick of the Utter" was an obliga* 
tory act of deference. To behave dif¬ 
ferently would be to invite some terri¬ 
ble explosiMi. 

Assuming (he party was not spoiled 
by some "foor or some “Wteh," the 
final phasa, about 2.00 a.m., after the 
late Bwvia, would consist of the "slip* 
away.” Elvis would finaUy rise and 
make his way past the ber to the 
adjoining room, which was the master 
bedroom. This was the signal for all 
the Guys to take off the wraps. Like 



were fair game. If the boys could 
score, they carried their girls olf to the 
other bedrooms. If they were failures. 
BS wss poor Lamer so often, (hey were 
delegated "eight duty,” which aeaftt 
4g 


they lay doara fully mlotbed in the 
Uvi^ room to snetrh some sleep be¬ 
fore they were rouMd before dawn to 
carry botae Brie's girts. 

Cg^irie" is the word because Elvis 

walmost lavariably retreated to 
his bedroda with two or three young 
women in tow. His preference for 
groups rather then for one-to-one co- 
counters hod hardened now into a 
habit. Moat’ young meo with such 
tastes are assumed to be prodigiously 
virile studs whose sei^ appetites are 
so enormous that they cannot be satis¬ 
fied by a sin^ woman. This was 
cenauuy not the case with Elvis Pre¬ 
sley. Generally speaking, be never had 
normal iciuu relations with these 
girb. The reason? Elvis was a pervert, 
a voyeur. 

What he sought as his erotic goal 
was a group of girb who would agree 
to strip down to their penties and 
wrestle with each orbar while Elvis 
stared out bis eyes with a rocklike 
hard-on pressing up agamit his under¬ 
wear. He accounted for this obsession 
by recalling ao incident from his child 
.lood: a moment when he had seen two 
little girls tumbling together on the 
ground with their dresses rising to 
dww their crotches. 

The panties were not just a tease, 
like the fan dancer's fan or (be bubble- 
dancer's bubble They were also a 
protective shield Ehris could not toler 
ate the sight of a completely naked 
woman If one of the prgeous show- 
girb or actresses who filled his bed 
ni^t liter night were to disrobe com¬ 
pletely in his presence, he would pv- 
test.’ m'ou have a beautiful body but I 
would feel better if you put something 
on." Elvis was just »lo«h to show his 
own body. As a rule no woman ever 
saw him undreiaed. His shyness fo¬ 
cused on his penis, which he called 
"Little Elvis* and went to great 
lengths to hide. 

If Elvis did have iniercourse with an 
unfamiJiar woman, he would never 
allow himself to ejaculate inside her. 
He was terrified of an unwanted pre- 
gfOM or a paternity suit—or so aver¬ 
red. ’llie Guys ipierpreted his anxiety 
as tbe product of scone episode in his 
early years, when Elvis had gotten a 

E irl ptwgnant. An exaggerated fear of 
nocking a girl up, however, is also 
characteriatk of young meo, especial¬ 
ly adolescents, wbo suffer from sexual 
anxiety and are afflicted with sexual 
pn^lems. like premature ejaculation. 
Though Elvis Presley vras always girl- 
crasy. this obsession can sort very well 
in a youag isan with a deep underlying 
fear of women, of marriage and of 
begetting children: ell Signs of masev 
line marurity. 

These sexual predilections explain 
abo how it was possible to go through 
so many women without ever once 
contracting venereal disease, the uni- 
varshl fate of the swinger. That Elvis 
escaped all tbe dangers of the game 
was owing not to goA tuck but io the 
oost extraordinary self-control: i lock- 
hold on his sexual Mhaviour that must 
have been p ower e d by uncontrollable 
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mxua) phobias. 

Lookini at hairnakad ^irU sraiK 

a wim oach oiher or jorkint olf 
ogling the centrefold of Playboy 
or PenrAouje were by no means the 
ifuU extent of Elvis’s vcmurisin. As 
soon as he moved into house oa 
Peruiia Wgy, he made provision for 
indul^ng tJtis letch on the sly. He 
observed that the cU^t of hii bed¬ 
room had a comman wall with an 
adjacent bedroom. In the neighbour* 
ing room, the wall was lin^ with 
floor*lo^illng bookcases. Elvii and 
the boys removed a portion of the wall 
between the shelves and installed in 
the space e twthway mirror. Now, tl^ 
were in a position to view everything 
that happened m the btdroum from a 
.ecure location in the closet. The only 
problem was that normally nothing 
was happaning in this room. Elvis 
quickly solved this problem by order* 
ing a couple of the boys to gef 
mto the room and have iniercoursv 
with them while he watched with the 
other (xuys. 

This sport hed only one danger: with 
so many guys crowded in the closet 
chonJiiig and whispering Hboui the 
action*^ they were waiching, there 
was the diiiiflct posaibiliiy that the 
»uund would carry through the wall 
and alarm one vf the girls who was 
being exploited. Again. Elvis came up 
with the answer: whenever one of the 
1 ) 1^1 was about to get down with a girl, 
he must make a point of turning on the 
radio in the ronm. He could say thxi it 
wan more romantic that way or there 
was such b^utiful music on such and 
such a station. Cirls would go for crap 
like that and the sound of music would 
mask the mumbling behind the wall, 
fveniually, however, it was agreed by 
ell hands that the little window they 
had npened wa^ not adequate for the 
proper enjoyment of (he show. In the 
next house the boys occupied, they 
installed, a mirror that was as big as a 
suburban picture window. 

.'Matter was ihe ideal frat house 
moscot. \ forty p<mnd. three*foot-tall 
chimpantee, he had been trained by 
His first uwiier, a Memphis cartoonist 
who used him on his local TV show, to 

wear clothes, drink whidiey and raise 2t December 197a with Ntxim 

hell with women. When Elvis first rSwaJlT**-- *_•** 

brought the beast out to Huilywood. he ^a||l I 

was enthralled with his antics. Eivic * / _ j 

would treat him like a baby, carry ing f ^ 

him around on his shuulderv showing 
him oti fpr company and even chang- 

ing his diapers. Whai tickled the Guys i 

most about Scatter was the fad that he 

was sc damn horny. Just let a girl step A tVj 

in the house and old Scatter would be PA 

hot on her tail. He would lift up her 

skirt and stick his head up lowara her 

crotch. He would fulJiiw to the 

bathroom or try to inside 

they were on the He also 

few at the bar. 

then turn around on Im stool and start 
whacking in some girl's face. 

Elvki was always fre%h 

ways to use Scattei at a device for 
driving people crary. He would have 
the chimp dreiaed up m his cute little 

middy suit and tennjs sneakers. Then I . i^^Bi 

tn t'm 


£/vjs’s lamb in (•VabclunJ 


Scatter would be enthroned in ihc 
iMck seat of the RoilyRoyce Silver 
Phantom and driven ahoiii by one oi 
the (luys wearing a chauffeur's cap. 
Ihui night KIvis would scr«wm with 
laughter as the chauffeur, generally 
Alan Port as (who haK « sumewhat 
simian huihl), would recount the cior* 
les of how ihis mutorhi almoKi ran off 
the road vuiing at the chimp or how 
that old ladv looked chocked or a cop 
on a l orner did a triple take as the car 
went by. Whai really hugged Elvis was 
that (hey could never tind one of those 
trkk cars, like they have in the circus, 
I hat can Iw driven from the rear by a 
hidden operator, while (he ape silft up 
front turning (he driving wheel. To roH 
down HollywfMHi Boulevard on an 
afternoon with Scatter at the wheel of 
a big cost ly Cad. casting U ha ngj-li pptrd 
looks lo right aiid*left with a driver's 
cap on his head and his long funky 
fingers wrapped around the wheel— 
oh, i^udl Wouldn't that be heaven! 

Short of the ultimate thrill, huwever. 
ihe*c were lu(s of other tricks you 
could play with the chimp One uf his 
movi celebrated exploits was the lime 
he got loose at the Goldwyn Studio and 


climbed up the drainpipe lo the 
secund*flnor office of the lais«. Sam 
Coldwyn. When Scatlvr came swiiigitiu 
through the window, GiilJwvn's st'crci 
•ry Kreamed in horror and flod from 
the room. Sc utter kept on going niiiil 
he was in the Big Man's private office. 
Before the asloiiiched m<»vii* mogul 
niuld utter a word, the atn* had leaped 
on his desk and was cavieling umorig 
h is eon i r ac't s. pub s hot s and | oc i ores i if 
his grandehiidren FoitiinatcOv. lUe 
animal was well diapercri s<» liv 
couldn't do anything totalJv oiil 
ragenus. 

The best tun EIvik hiid willi Scatter 
was alwavs some Kiimt involving sex. It 
was as if Klviv were using llie I least u$ 
his proxy, as ihe pvrticliatoi’ of all 
those crazv sex pranks thai he would 
have liked lo have plaved lini didn't 
dare. There was a Iiiile stiippi^r, for 
example, who was a regular at ihc 
Hresloy parties. Elvis would entice ihis 
girl to crrnie up to the houses: then He 
would persuade her to gel down on the 
flMir and wrestle with Sc at ter. She 
wasn't much bigger llniii ihe chimp. If 
vou didn't l«Hik um> carefully, vou 
would swear that the Horny ape and 
the hut little chick were* getting u on. 
That killed KJvis. 

Another lime when one of ihe Guvs 
went upstairs with j vouiig wom.ui 
who was an aspiring songwriier, hivis 
gut Alan and Sonny lo slip Scatter iiiio 
the bedr.Mtm ufler the couple had 
started bulling .Scatter eutdid himself 
on this occasion, eliciting fiom iHi* girl 
some of the lonclosi and m«isi piercing 
screams of his entire career S«i<i lo 
sav, the Guy was so ouiiaged ihat he 

picked op iha heuci niui hurled il 

about ten teei down ihc linll. 

I'oof Si alter! He v<m»ii suffered the 
faie uf all Master Elvis'v other Piys Hv 
lost hiv charm and was shipped Ixick to 
(iracelaiid, where he w,is inMalled m 
the hack id the houae in un aiiciindl 
IhHied cage. Negletled aftei all Ihe 
attention no hud recenved hir yeuis. he 

E ined and d*o<«pt>J and in mud vicmus. 

■le in the Sixties, he hit a maid wiu* 
wax feeding him. Two dav** later, hv 
wax found dead iii his cage ■ 
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Efficiency begins with 
relief from tension 




Working IndwrK un » 

hoi. humid dsy bulldN 
up presnumK Ihel mskn 
efficiency hhu - Thiit'«< 
where Acc^alro and 
Accooler cumo ii\. 
ceullng intnrIorM and 
pnwldlnK c^hllled 

drinking walor. 

Kelieving UmaJnn and 
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for cool doclalon mokiriK. 


cau -LA Alrcondltioners 
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and corrosion. 
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THE WORLD 


Politicians 
threatened in 
Pakistan 


*Lady Wilson 
was not 
unfaithful’ 


Seventy Pakistani politi* 
vliDS have bevn w«nied that 
iheir are beinji 

viewed %i UleKal. they hove 
been remiadcd <if the faur 
that pobiw« remains banned 
under the murtiu) low rveula* 
tiurlb. In an order served to 
them by I he bind government, 
thev have been threatened 
with arrests and impri&en* 
ment' Amnns these 7 l> miUtii 
clans are Nafees Siddjqi. 
ipoketman of Tehrik-e* 
Ihiiqial. bordar Sharbas 
Mmart, leader of Nationol 
Democratic Parly, and Payer 
AU AUano, a PPP member 
and a clow confidant of 8«' 
sum Bhutto The Karachi Bar 
A^soLUtion has hUo been 
Served with a vimilur <»rder: 
the association has been ac 
cused of “puiitical activity* 


and has been ihreaiened with 
"appropriate action* if it coo- 
tinues to meddle in poliiks. 

The Sind sovernmeni’s 
order follows increased pi^i* 
iical activity la Karachi. In its 
anempe io launch e 'clranli- 
n«si drive' m Karachi, the 
provincial ^vemmeni h also 
ctmteni plating on issuing ea- 
pulsion orders egaimt poliii* 
Clans who brUing in other pT<^ 
vincri but cone to Karachi 
freouenrly. One such order 
was issued recently auinst 
the kedvr of rhe Pafisian 
NatMmel Party. Chaus Bus 
Birenjo. who from his native 
village in Baluchistan had 
come tn Karachi to meet other 

C ihtical kaders. Mr Biieo^ 
ad planned to stay in 
Karachi for a nsonih, but he 
was k’lpvlled’ after two day%. 



Briefly 




Creating jobs 
in France 

The French g<n'«riim«nt hav 
decided to Inwer die ret in.' 
ment age of workers from BS 
to W ill order to tackle the 
country’s uncmviovmeni 
problem The lowering of ihe 
retirement age i» expected to 

create 600,WO job^. 

Zla a prude! 


Emergency 

over 


PiiblivhetN Macdonald and 
.lani'v and pnineii Richard 
CJjv {t'haucfi PrviSt are 
poorer after iheir encounter 
wilh Britain'* termer Prime 
Minivrer Sir Harold WiUim 
and Lady WiImiii Sir Harold 
ond hi* wife were recently 
awarded ''Nub>iantiHr libel 
damage* liy the High Court 
over I ho 'slritiduruuV allvgu* 
(iems mude bv Andrew Rnth 

in his bruik. HnniUl H'l/winr 
york*hiiv IVaher JVfi/rv The 
Wilcnn* decided nnt to ukv 
legal aciiun against ihv uu 
ihcir. tnii sued the publishers 
and primers of the bunk for 
m>i wnhclrawing ii fnim saU* 
The houk made .1 nomhur of 
drfamalorv impulaliuns 
against Sir Harold and hi* 
wife The couple wa* nai'iicu* 
lariv upset hv the allegation 
ihdi Uiiv Wilson had treated 
her husband's success in pub 
Ik lifu as a suihtck 10 herself 
and that in sheer frostratioo 
she had lurnvd to ocher men. 





MMiyf 


Amm.' 



General Zlg'Ul Raq of 
Pekuign has come to the con* 
elusion that his country's 
yowig bachelor diplomats are 
^living beyond tlwir means" 
in the cotintries where ch^ 
are posted. Put in simpler 
words, the general feels chat 
tbeee diplomeis are mekuig 
sserry* So he has issued a new 
diractiva requiring all Pakis- 
tarU diplomeu to swrry be* 
fort uklng up foreign post* 
Ings. 


Sn Lanka Presidcni, Junius 
Jaywardene. has revok^ the 
state of enerfency which he 
had clamped down on his 
country five mooeJu ago. 

star Wart 
mak«s history 

Britain's ITV has bought 
the ini ernaueealblockbustei 
Scar Wars from 2l>ib Cemury 
Fox for a record sum at ihm 
niilion dollars. 

BongaU 

popmar 

An official surrey has rw 
veakd that Bengaii is tbe 
most comaonly spoken sec* 
ead language io inoer London 
icbods Tm laii surrey con* 
ducted four years age had 
shown Creek u tbe ewet com* 
OMnly ipekee 
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What tho sireea of ntodein life takes uul of you. 
OKASA puts right bark in' Energy, 
AppaliTe. F.ntbusiASin, 

No other icnkvreatoretivo equals OKASA's 
h igh'powered ccmbinatioo of 6 vital 
bio-chfimicals, 6 minerals. 10 vitamins and rase 
he^l eflrsclB. Modic^lly oHodivo. vrorld- 
famous OKASA renews you. 

In Its special way. Every day. 

IP « a»W» M* M.*lf PM* 


Si •! MSmo rtMua 

OKASA 


r« »tno tamw m OKMS anew: 
ouAA CO. kvt. ifo.swiea Mo. IN. SMi«or meei. 
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GIHE SUNI^ SEenCN 




Tt ii bigh hneUdri 
XMiLled on OnMn }i$nyn 


.Luck 

on OnMn 

Rtv. The thundering wc< 
ces9 oi Frttmbhishtktm 
wes followed by • strini of 
eight flop*. Even (he Hindi 
fUn Pyaii Seven wes a flop 
Neiu/elly. people io ibe in* 
dusny are somawbai , 
apprehaosiv* about the re* 
lease of (he SMctacular 
Telugu film octfbJUpuii, his 
lateii vantuft, which is com* 
pitta with 70iBm and 
Hereopbooic sound. 

G uess what Ambtcj 
found in heraailboa 
the other day? A letter that 
asked her not to worry and 
•sfurad her that the sender 
would be at her aide during 
the time of the delhary of 
the bib^, to soothe her post¬ 
natal fn^ed nerves Horror 
stricken, Am bice turned 
over the letter only to find 
that it was addressed to 
another Ambica residing on 
the same lane. Of course, 
Ambke delivered^noc a 
bab^, only the letter—to the 
anxious mother-to^. 



Ambirar taken ahark,^ 


W hyisSJ*.5alasub- 
Ifmanieo pven a 
chance to sing Hindi songs 
only by south Indian pro- 
ducera? Till now, the songs 
that be has sung for the 
fi I ms £k Hi BAaof and Ek 
Duuj9 Ke Liye base cata* 

S illed him into fame in the 
indi Aim circle IfS.F. is 
truly destined to be MbAam* 
mtaFffi'i replacement—as 
film music lovers feel—then 
music directors in Bombay 
should seriously start think* 
ing about giving a fair 
cha nee to the singer. 


O pesa what gusaiaibe 
VTdid durui#tha TM 
match at Uadxia? So over* 
whateadwM ate with 
hipiil%bowliii| that ibe ia* 
vitM the boww over lor 
dioBer. Natur^ ly they had a 
spleodkl eveni^ cogeUief 
and ai the end it was dtffi* 
cult to figure out who was 
whose fan! 


IkiTuiic director WajmJs 
IVLiaanu to have bracoe 
tbe jinx that films producod 
by musk diractan or pUy* 
bra lingers always and as 
Oops. Thu wu true of htaH 
pr^ucadbyAf.S. Vlab- 
waiMthan, Gbaniaaala and 
5.P. Jafaruhnatasiam. Sur* 
priaiaily. both the Tamil 
filau produced by Qlayaraja 
bava Mcooa box office hl^ 


W bo lays wemaa cw't 
fUrt arouiid whao they 
art propmai? WtD, 
MoMumi Charteryat has 
floutad tradlOosi and gone 
flirting. £veryooa*styta 
vinua&y popped out on tba 
sets of Xusvai when she 
made a bowline for JtiJ 
Babb&r. Eabbv bluabed 
and triad deeparoioly to 
bide. Whan H ceuM find no 
one ilaa, be took shahar 
bohiad bis ewitar, Saajaev 
KuoMT. Mousbu mi was very 
lovini indaed and avorv- 
ibna Babbar campWted a 
s^ueoce, she wai right bl* 
sidia him cooing her coBsidi* 
manti in bis ear. 


G uass what Kii/66ushan 
K/urbaoda. Mtchcm 
Chakraboityand Afasearvd* 
dfff Shah have m common? 
Their chivalrousness sod 
love for keeping udjccoib- 
panied dansalSi fnmi the 
liia community, company. 
And their chivalry knenn oe 
bounds when the damsel 
happens to be a foreign ac¬ 
tress. 

Racaatly when Dtv 
AnasAABMrican haroina* 
^n'srina O'Stifi bt^ 
f riend went back to the 
USA, she spoke out her 
mind saying that she wa« 
feeling very lonely. Up 
iumpM ourdiivsJroua Bom¬ 
bay acton, Messrs Khvbao* 
da, Chakrabony and Shah. 
According to ruDOun« It 
seema that Christina did not 
take up any of the offers for 
our very own Rati Agmhom 
invited Chnnlna out to her 
paytias. That cured Us 
O'Neirs lonelinass. 



RamMhwart: rakmg roles 
wftJe the going’s good 

N pw (hat Shebeni Axau 
has takeo it mto her 
pretty Uede bead to ref use 
deiag relts el the adaareh 
aantmodel womanioa the 
screen, guess who is geti ing 
a ebara to make some 
moecy? Ramtahwari, of 
coar s a . The actraaa, unlike 
Shabau, li DM vary cboo^ 
and bis do objectioos in 
do^ the roWt that S^ba- 
saji refuses. So evea ii Sba- 
bOM keeps refusing tba 
roles offered to herr 
Ranashwari picks (hem up 
and makes full um of tbe 
opportunity as long as it 

lam. 

Fsrreeo Babi; war with 
Skabaoa 


RaiMakbar:Uyo/f. 

Uouikumi 


^alking of Shahaoa Aami. 
X not many know that sha 
and ParvaaA BahJ are no 
longer the fast friends (hay 
were believed to be. Their 
enmity has been renewed, 
thanks to the hero from 

e jrangland Hare Zubar. 

ih are iharpening their 
claws end their wi ts for 
both had vowed at the end 
of last vev to get Zuber 
Sahaao. Each one of them is 
faliing head over heels for 
MarcY etiantlon. Kovmvar, 
the one who has certainly 
made some headway into 
Zuberit haan is Shabana 
for she, has given him her 
secretary. Foot Pirveen. 
She can only use her 
charms antf goi^ looks to 
outwit Ms Aimi. 








' brtoht wttk let tftMd of you. 
iThoM m MfvM wM hovo tt 
iVond i lot of your Wm « 
orti. Do not bo OootfMod. 
your «fl9(1s wi boor fruM wIiNri a very ifvrt 
timo, Tho domoaoc from artll wnoiA vory 
OMCOtul. Aa ofdarty poroon will mm out to bo 
vory iwpM. Floaneitiiy. 1 M iao good «ook 
Howovor, you aro oovtaod not lo bo oniravo' 
Qont Thia la an axcoBanr w#a« for romanco 
Oool Mat: 14,19 aM 20. Lacky aamlan; 2. 
6 and 6. PafoaraWa WfacWa aa ; North 
£oat. 


Beginn^q '•! reL'ruary 


By AMRITLAL 



right m » bvid 

Vow GOA OtfOn 


You tnoy fooo grobiomo on (ho domatte 
from If you oro dicky, you may avon 
undortodo a lomigA trgr lW <o olao iho dmo 
10 ram eorOMs w( 0 » mawmor a of (ha 
ogpo ori a aoi. A mvd of eauton: m affair of 
fta hoari may corna lo a auddan and 
cauamg you aoma noary. ttaM Mai: IS. 

10,20 MyaaMam: i.Oandk f waaiabll 

OkacOaa; Waaf 



WnTAMIt (H 
14 JmMyl Ttaa la a wy 
;ltvourMa waak lor ranawing 
jold contacta and for moUng 
lamattfa for paat orvom. Rnarv 
dal gtiria aro loracaai In tha loat two daya. 
Al acBvKy nW coma to a atandaWl Irom tha 
middia of il>a waoh dua to your naaHh. Ai iha 
lifit aigrto of Hnaaa oonauN a madfcal pricb* 
lunar. Tha gatru you mada at tha and of tha 
waafe shouto ba aavod for tha rainy day 
Avoid conftoH^ m too many paooia. ftoad 
diiai: 16,18 arto 20 . lacfnr amdaia: 1 9 vu 
6 PavaaraWa dlraedaa; North 



TAUkUS 09 Maf^H Jaaa) 
Taka X aaay tort >a a waod for 
Waura and ralajiation. An idam 
lima to 90 on a vacador> you 
promiaad youraaff at iht and of 
laat yaar. Oo noi axarr youraaff unnacaaaon* 
ly Out giva roursoii tha opporturwy to gat 
away from toniiona and praaauraa 
haaiih of an aidarfy mambar of tha larndy 
may ttouDfa you Fonow your Njnoh yi 
manara of iha haan Oaod Mai: 14 ,16 and 
18. Lucky aamkaa: 8, 6 and 9 Pa vaaraWa 
ilmciM: Southaact. 



VMM <t5 8agMkac-14 Ocia- 
kar) Thw • toa waad tor doing 
craaVvawortc Vouwdibaiuc* 
aaatof Do not nawaia to 
Itouneh a naw waraura Vaur 
aupanom wii ba of graai hafp to you. You «■ 
gain tnancMy prcMdad you aia earafui u 
y«ur iriwekitoma. Lattom wfl bring you good 
bdtoga You may avan raomva a gdi from a 
iMspaciad guartar.Aor theaa n aarvua. a 
promoaon w Uiaiy 8aal daiai: K ia wo 
10 . Laaky rnmtit 3, 4 «to 7. PavawMa 
Souto 



CkPRfCOkN OB Jaaairy^U 
Pabriwy) Th« waad you will 
I naad a tof of tiaip and advica 
Irom rafativai ar>d inanoa 
Thara will ba cauaa tof dia* 
igpotnknantt: profaaatortody you ml nmoo 
wal nor wll your currant vantura and tttoria 
maat wan a4ucaaa Tham u nechino 
10 faai dtohaartanad about tor (ha bad HmH 
wflimprova A KKky hunch Hfa prova 
banaficM Qaad dalii: 18.17 and t 8 Lucky 
aankatt: 8. 7 and 9 PavaariMa llracttaa: 
eaaf. 



GEMINI 06 Jaa^H JMrl An 
ancaitont waak tor ardahc and 
literary ourcuda. Procaad cara* 
tony r daaling wrth your lupar* 
•ort on tha proraaaionai from 
and tuccaac it yourt. Frtandt and ratodvaa 
win Oa vary halplul. matang true a ofaaaam 
weak for you. Howavar. a word of caubon: 
avoU diaptriaa and Quarrait, and ba on your 
guard for a Inarto la out b dacti^ you. Do 
not ba dapraatad* ihte la an axeaHani weak 
for romaoct. Gaai daW: IS. 17 and 18. 
Lucky itomktia: 1 . 4 and 7. Ptmakfi dkK* 
dan: South. 



MM 08 

kar) Thu la an ixcaiam waak 

, tor you. Laaari wJ bnng good 
daiga A naw Mand w« pro* 
wOa you wan 1 lot of an* 
coumgamanl 10 atari a naw vanlur*. You wN 
enjoy a vary peaceful and happy domaatc 
kfa. But do not ba tikavagant Hmaycratie 
probiama m the fuwa. Tym weak la parbeu* 
larty favourabto tor romanca. You tad meal 
Iht paraon you have baan waUna tor, A 
good waak tor mamaga nago u i k ona. Oaad 
itm: 15. i7and20 U(kraafl*an:2.6ar>d 

8 r acwrakto mctrn. 



AOUAhfUt (II Fcbriary-14 
Marck) An a x cakanl wa^ tor 
romanca In aoma eaaaa. (ova 
wM ar>d In mirnaga. On tha 
prolftatorul fronl m«ty of you 
wd gal opportunibae to aapand your btal* 
naaa and advar^ca your caraari. Tha hvd 
work that you have baan putting in wril ^ 
appraciatad. A tatter towarda tha and of toa 
waak wd prove banafioBl to you. You art 
adnaad to took ahar your health at waN ac 
(h« of family mambart. M dltot: 14 
and20.Ucl(yMNiiban;8,6and8. PavwralM 
dracUaa: Southwaat. 



CAMEft 08 JHf- 14 Aafatll 

Itthi, untorturMtafy. la not a 
l.vary lucky waak for you. You 
lare likely to fact tortoua com* 
lpa 1 itior> on tha profaaatona) 
front. Oalaya and obalAclas in fuififkng your 
plana win leava you faaM«g vary rntaeraWa 
bit weak . The domaabe front wd npf remain 
vary paacafuf either You era Mkafy to laca a 
grM deal oi opooattion from your apouaa 
and other mcmbam of me family, Oo ncN ba 
dUhaartonad: bad timaa wd toon ba over 
8 m 8 Mn: 16,18 and 20 tjcky faakan: 6. 
0 aid 7. Faioarakli lirtdton: East. 


ICOMM <18 Navaaikai—14 Be* 

caatoa^ An Importwit change 
n your career ia lofaaaan . You 
ara.adnaad 10 ba vary careful 
'on the businoaa and profae 
atontffroma Do hot hasMa to go n for new 
Forttoea to 



■a tomaaan. rnanoaHy^ you wd gat an 
opooriurdy to meka aoma money. Criakt tot 
moat of Ihia opporluntty, A vtiuabla 
fhandatop maydCMdop Anaacaliam weak 
tor ro ma n c a IM 8 MI. 16. 18 and 20. 
iMky aaakw: 3, 6 and 6. f icwi a Wa 0hK* 
Southaeat. 



fISCO (16 Ikatal^U Agrfll 

Thd and Iht coming waaka 
art going to ba vary lucky: 
gatoa through property mtttart 
are toracaat Do noi taka thmga 
tor granlad. Work hard wO mwiy of you will 
ba raw a toed wrtn a oromolton, A joumay 
wtiich yqp have baan wanting to urtoartake 
tor a tong : na wiH have to ba peatponad 
onca again thu weak Etarcua utmoat 
eaubon m your datungt with iha oppo s Ha 
sax Gaad Bitai: 14. 17 and 20. iwOkf 
mMn: 3. e ano 0. PavaarMa llracttaa: 
Northeast 


Per MMt aam Hmta 16 FHrwry in 14 mom Moat Aduanana. 

though not bom to tha top of Uiury. hka 10 apand toair daya m 
cvffrie axlrgyagmca. At (ha aama lima, howavar. moM of you Ika 
b aetabkah youriaivaa to Wa (hrough nardahtoc and aaerttca From 
tha vary ba^nning o 1 your hwa Ajjariana art ganar a k y cool, calm 
and eoHaciad. nevar voublad by toa mundane twutiaa of duly 
axdianca. Inialiganca. dudkitoaaa and humwy ara characsarubc 
tralto of AQuanana. NaiiiraRy. many ol you ara tovad and appracutad 
by whoavar you meat But (hara to one trek which many of you 
CMtot gat nd of. hmuavar hard you may Vy; aH«oantradrtoia which 


ooraar s on me verge of saUBhrtata. Thit aan* c entfaonast is for a 
good cauaa at regards lamly mattort. bacauie your lardy often 
raguiraa your help and gutoanea. On ttia aociai from loo. Apuariana 
era lacogmaad tor workv^ dwraarastadN lor tha upliRmant of the 
dowwoddan. 

DanariRy moat of you are ctoaartui and fnartofy Elut whan lAara to 
cauaa tor anger you do not atop ahpri of cauaing (mmanaa havoc 
However, meal of you ara not maanffthdad Many ot you do wall ff 
you puTMia arkake and toarary earaara Blue and Kt many ahadat 
augur wal tor Aquanana. 


















1. AJi» Known Snow UepM N 
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3, TTvM (ypti of OrwK oKisrt and 


4. AIQOI 40. 

5. Ttoy art a Stack naMrakai mow* 
td movtmaffl m tto USA foundtd m 
^430 aa iha Nation of itlani by ^ 
Farad on* Iha ihtory that oiach Amar* 
leant wart mamtort d an anciant Mut* 


im thto. 
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CHANDICAMlr UlilRg ptirdi caiii 
hive forced tbe Punjib MveNmar (o 
ffoynt k» f wM of fkert on noniMck. A 
^uion to thif efiecij wu liken here 
fofterdiy (10 Jiauan) it • neeiine 
peeided over »the Oovemor Mr Ani* 
nuddin Ahned Khin end attended, 
ononi othen. by the ^ief ninieter Mr 
Mrbere Sin^. The tieie aovenunent 
weuJd *encouriie* la field offken. 
Including deputy cowBUnonen and 
offkielt of the police, revenue end de* 
velopmem doM'^menti. to conduct 
ibeir tours pn horeebeck. Tlie iiiie 
irould also lit Up i itud firm to combet 
the decline n the finer breed! of hone. 
Other step! decided upon to proAKne 
Interest in hordiM Included the orcanit. 
ing of annuel hone ihowe—/finou (R. 
Setya Sei. Mednit) 

TALIPARAMBA i(X#rala): He it 103. 
And he sirs in e ^tomb* chanting god's 
n line aweitiog death. A mapon and fern 


labourer, Kuabikare Kutilyappc (tiir 
iterted building the tomb ill ^ maealf 
when ha waa 91 . '‘JJamp hga sot 
eummoiod maid for. 1 dmi kMw why," 
be leyi. For long bo wag IMng only on 
fruits. Ka hai fpur iqm and two daub* 
tore. Kit wait lUUytRl, dM yMn ago. 
When be found iheteM ai pegeeM 
alad at beow. ha agiel le Se tomb. A 
tiled roof was put eg the Mb whoQ ba 
received tbe flra Malmem ^ the 
famer^ peulM and tha auppat of 
Rev. luhot of Fittuvaa cbm* raw- 
ing at a pleture of Id Kriahsa an a eiitar 
of tbe Mb. the pleua wdi *1 
anmut ever^^ing to IbtfM it ia lay 
wlih that t be bwwd tnS Mb whenl 
dla.''-^dfM Iipreai (B. V. Raaaggr- 
ayiM. Canoaflora. 

NtW DBLK2; A 24 >m*oU of 
Maut Xbaa hai dlaeorered m It deei 
not raaUy pey to have grewa n with the 
M»i «'^mura CaMU" Tba name, 
iha fouad, waenffkieni to lead her In a 
real ipot of treubk wltb CennI Bureau 
of InVeadgatfon ilauihi gelit after bar. 
The ■kl'a fatbar* auMMad by tba 
MawMtaliier'i Metarltt. bai eame 
up with aa aecaptawa mhitioft henca- 
fM M dauibcar irlU ba bnem m ”L 


Candhi" umead of "Indira Gandhi”— 
WiAunu Ttoief (M. T. Raaiai^. New 
Delhi) 

BOMBAY: A post treduaie of Bombey 
Bgtvemiiy. well iHtced ia e private 
engmeenot concern add drawing a 
monthly tnfey of nearly lU 1.200, sells 
Idli sapbar every mMUlng. Mr 1>e< 
sbbandbu is eo 14. Com. He meured 
finiM for hts six of university 
stuo fy selling SO pketes td wUi'Uabar 
tveep Y%y near e coUege in north Bon* 
bay. Ha sm ha does it because *my 
mother, bef^ her death told me n« to 
give up tbe work which hes helped me 
complete my studies ”—TiaMr ai fadii 
(K C. Chrirtopber. Bombay) 

HYDERABAD:. Tba Andhra Fredesb 
ebiaf minister, ’ Mr T. Anjiah, in an 
unprecedented menner requested 
judges on Wednesdey (20 January) to 
reconsldar their decisiofis bmort ^na 
stay orders whenever ”a pubUc cause* 
wet involved He added that If tbe 
judiciary btipad Jd this, the gavemment 
was prepirM to ^locate additional 
funds foriudgao* pouring and other 
facilities. Tw beaainlad Judges greeted 
Hr Anjiah's offer with embemised 
laughter.—lodien Bapress (Manjii 
Sio^ New Delhi) * 

IHUMRTTELAIYA (Bihar); A 
oUckftced monkey, popularly known 
as ”Hanuiaan,* is a strange visitor to 
the Hemwnan mandir on Rajgarbia 
Roiad whem a 40day noo«ft^ Hanurnsn 
Chalks park (recitation) is pwrently 
going on. Tbe bepuman is seen sitting 
on a oranch of a big banyan tree, listens 
to the path 4Bd goes eway without 
caring w the cr owd, after It gets meed 
(offenog) from the pvjari ftaprtfight, 
(Raieab SahlolL Can) 


Niir (Rajaab lahlok. Gaya) 


IHDORB: A priaooar effmad to. 
serva aa vrmt warrant on Umsatf and 
went to jail uaascofted bacausa police 
could net ba spved ee "Bharat baadb* 
dsy on Tuaaday (19 iaauary) spent the 
night ouatda m prison gate thm tha 
jailor rbfuaad to admit him. Xaiyan 
mead. 40. was ignttaca^ to 10 days' 
laprisoamgRt for faiUag to pay malnta* 
nance ta his srlfat Gufabl Moi. As no 
palleoiBan ware ivgUabla to serve tha 
warrant er aaean him te tha bdore 
dlitria jail, Ifr Fniad rMuaacad chief 
judidal amglatitta D. f. Varma te ba 
allowed te parf arm tbaaa duttaa bimaatf. 
Mr Varma agraad ta tha raauast, band* 
ad tba warrant to Mr maad and 
directed Urn to tha ialL Tba jailer 
hewever rofuaad te lai Mr Pnaed ester 

* j^ aa no OB# c»M UanHfy him is 
absaose of an escort and Wavse 


than wu doubt Bi n who weuld pay for 
BTnI diat. aa GulBbi iBl had not paid 
the rhargii Tba priaaaar tpaat tba 


daughcar mlU be kaam m ”L fgdfag Bipnm 


night ovoida tba prlaoa gatas and re* 
ported Us indifamam tba aaat men* 
Um te Mr wata wba ibBB erdarad Um 
MM aaai to jail witt a paUn aaearw- 
fgdlag Bipnas (M. IruInrMadrBS) 


When both sides art armed you can 
inigine what will happen. Your 

t seis is IS good as mine—Laldtoga, 
rader of the outlawed Miio Natloih 
al From on the situation in 
Mitorsn 

Now shout louder and still louder 
(Rijiv Gsndhi tindibid) till Mrs 
Gandhi esn hear you silting ia New 
. Dalhi^^uAdu Rao ir the Youth 
Coigretsd) convention at Banga* 
lore, quoted in India TdSiay 

1 don't mind becoming unpopular at 
the nationa] level alw. But I swear 
on God, I will initiate ponitive ac* 
lion (against newspapcTsV-T. An* 
jiah. Andhra Pradesh 

The civil service is a very wtU 
trained and troubleaomt horit. a 
dangarcM horsa which catapults 
the ministers as well as mambers of 
ParUameai—Prof. N.G.Ranga, 
veiem parliamentarian 

It (the Indian press) is aitlcal, does 
investigate and asks questions— 
bean MacBrida, Nobel peace prise 
winner, recently in India 

It is for you to bKome a higher kind 
of person er return to the dark 
caves—Indira Gandhi to Youth 
Congressd) members 

In India alone can a frail little 
woman enforce her will, if and 
when she chooses to do so, without 
resort to instruments of terror— 
Cirilal Jain in Sunday Rerjew of 
the Times of India 

Be loyal to the state in which you 
hove settled. Don't let lanauuM 
matter—Sanjiva Reddy to ^mDs 
in Sri banka 

Let other parties which went evrey 
from tbe Janata Party disaolva In 
tbe Janata Party-^orarji Desel 



A deiceBdint of Mvaji'i would net 
touch anybody's feat etbar than 
that of hli poMCi and God^^bi* 
saheb BhoM 

I think sceptics <wbe undereetiiute 
the Ruealen thmt) ere wrong and I 
think they are deiag e dliiir^ce te 
the ceunciT and to tne people of the 
eeuntry becauaa our situatlen Is 
dangerous—Ronald Reagan 

Damucracy is a plus point of strong* 
th...We teach our youngsteri hew to 
Live, how te fight end bow to aiu^ 
vlve but we never teach them hate, 
because It contradicts our dvilisa* 
tion—Yeaser Arafat, PtO Istdar 







you ^ married in colour 
or Hack and niiite ? 


You’re nervous, thziJled 
and aiudcus. There's laughter 
and tears. It’s one of the most 
beaud^ memorable days of 
your li&. Treasure it f^vei. 
On Kodak colour film. 
Marteted by IPC. 

Kodak ^our film and IPC 
proceiMflg. For the beautiful 
momcitts of your life. 



India Photographic Company t-toij**** 

AlaUiflOtoMd covoar 

Boobar • CakoTta • Madras • N«v Defln 

KODAK it the nyUiefed trade smfc of BaKraa KodA Coopenp. USA. 
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SdeqM 

Now, chips that see 


T h« race is on to make chips rhai 
work with photons of inaread 
of electrons. In Europe. Britain’s P/es* 
set {and Bart and Sfnud), West Ger¬ 
many's and France's TTmmr- 

AMT-CSf (plus many tovernmeiu re¬ 
search estahlishmeDts) are showing 
the way. In America, there is similar 
feveriih activity.. 

One of the first applicationa wUl be 
IQ inproviu the strength of sinali 
sent down flVe-opik telMoms cables, 
thereby helping to Increeie their 
capeciiy. Asotber early ippUcadini 
will be to separate such sigMU into 
venous optical waveleagtbs so that 
many messages can he sent down the 
same cable siaHrlianeously. A third 
appUcation will be in aoscreBibUng 
nra mesaagei when they reach the 
othor end of tho cable. Otiw pocsibUl* 
ties are in radar, sensors, high-speed 
compaters and a hoiF of es-yet- 
wdrcamt-od deviees. 

. Some cAicial steps have alra^ 
beea i^n. In September, BtU Labi 
announced, that its researckcn had 
made a tiny uptioal "gate** fnm g^- 
Huigk arsenide and indium phoapbiw. 
A 'gbca* IS simply a logic device which 
pccfpa nupwHcal iflpucs and then 
peases 90 . uiyi the sum af rhoae inputs. 


In the binary drithmettc <d computers, 
puabers consul of combinations of 
leros and ones. 

lo ordinary (aUiconl chips, a mro or 
a one repres e nted elearknUy, by 
the absence or presence of an electroQ., 
To manage the same trick with an 
optical chip, Belt has used two 
wavdengths, of ligbt ( 1.0 micron nul 
1.3 mkronsl. The Ugbt beams’ i^etons 
do tbe same job as electrons. 

An optical chip ought tccontelo teas 
of thousands of sim£ ‘*gatet," So coe* 
^oWen is bov bast to connect dM 
all up or—in die jargc o bow beat to 
make *wavefuides* almig which the 
light beams can travel on the chip. 
IdaaBy, the solution should allow si^ 
nals from existii^ optical fibres (eg, in 
tekcoamunkahoes oetwor ks ) to be 
piped straight on and ^ the ^pe, so 
as to create 1 truly iniecmiod opcical 
system. CMierwise, cumWsome elec, 
trooic devices will still have to be 
used, cutfiag the speed adventage ef 
the optical conMnents of a system. 

Phymcitts ai Glasgow Vnivenicy in 
Britain chink ibe aaswor may be tiny 
grooves in tba surface ct e nip. into 
which (sheved-down) epticd' fibres 
can slide. This lediaique Is applicable 
10 gallhi■•arsenide-based optical 


chips. Indeed, a main attraction of 
such chips i% that Almost all the de* 
vices needed^ waveguides, aiiniitura 
lasers, light detectors and ampiifiars— 
can be formed simultaneously on gBl- 
burn areenide. Last month, Flessey 
announced It bad done just that—and 
added some extraw-on a Biali, de¬ 
monstration chip. 

A rival to gaUiunarsenide*baB^ 
optical cUps are ones based on ]it|iiuB 
osobete. CAips based on this subMatice 
boast more ^Iciant (eg, more rtUable 
and densely-packed) waveguides. The 
waveguides are created ^ diffusing 
atoms of titanium into iKe lithium 
Diebate. Tbev work by alteriag the 
maieriai*! ability to refract light 


The process ^ creating such wave¬ 
guides is timber than that of etching 
tioy pvovcs m galUuoi arsenide. The 
draimdt is tMt you cannot form 
minlatare lasers or light detectors in 
lithium niobate. The best approach 
might be a hybrid chip, using gallium 
ersmiidc bon^d to lithium niobate. 

Certainly, waveguides on optical 
chips need to be made more efficient 
than the prototypes developed to date< 
These loee as much li^r over a dis¬ 
tance bf a centisnetre as a standard 
fibre-optic cable does over a 
kilometre. The wastage itMans extra 
power has.to be pumped into the 
optical chips to boost tneir light sig- 
aah. This and other problems are 
being worked on by resevchers. 
gy ■ip v wwwtf eWr gw Eoononsg 
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DELHI DIARY 


SHARAO PAWAR ENDANGERS 
OPPOSITION UNITY 


THF emigres IS) prcsUtenc s««ms 
1(1 hHve foxed everybody in the 
opixtsition psniet working lor the 
unity of the Lok Dil. Jenete end 
Contireis (S). In the third week o( 
^enunry he attended all the meet*, 
ingn held ■( Mr G«or(e Fernandee' 
residence and plead^ for oppoai* 
tlun unity. But the current blue* 
eyed boy of Hr Chandra Shekhar 
did a quick eboMt rum when he 
reached Bombay. He iaaued a state 
meni coniradictint Mr Fernandes' 
claim that these parriaa had agreed 
in principle to unite. Reeson? Hr 
Fewer wants the Lok Dal and the 
Janata Party to s^it further before 
merging into a new party. On the 
evening of 2t January when be teet 
Mr H. N. Eahugune and Hr Chars* 
dra Shekhar at Mr Biju Patoaik'i 
reaidtnca« he told them that he 
would like to have unity with the 
Janata Party. But it should be with* 
out MesiTs Morarfi Deaai. Piloo 
Mody and Subramaniam Swany. 
Not only this, he wants all tht 
backward votes of ibe Lok Da) 
along with its leadership but with 
the exception u( Lok Del president 
Charin Singh But tba Lok Dal 
without Mr Charan Sin^ would be 
likg the Congress (1) vrithout Mrs 



Murad Pawar; 


uertv 


Gandhi. Mr Pawar. with hit paper 
party, also tried to teach politics to 
Mr Mhuauna. He wentM him to 
leave MrItaj Narein before pertki* 
peting m the unity asoves. But 
imin Aleck Mr Pawar does not 
remember one fact. When he wes 
the dreaded home minister of 
Maharashtra during the Emergen* 
cy. all of them—Messrs Morarji 
Dtsai, Piloo Mody. Rai Narain. 
Charan Singb—wore behind bars 
while Mr Swany was underground. 
All these ptditicians have better 
credentials than Hr Fewer. 


SARHUPUR HARIJANS TWICE VICTIMS 


SARHUPDR has unmasked the 
a^y faces of certaia politkians who 
claim to be leaders aad true repro' 
senietives of barijana and the. 
downtroddea. Juat after the loU* 
ings on 30 December evening, rul* 

a perty leaders rushed to this 
a^ and announced monetary 
help (0 the families of viaims. Then 
appeared on the sceae Mr Suresh 
Ram. son of Babu Jagjivin Ram. He 
advised the local haniam that they 
should refuse the goremnieDt auL 
He prompted them to return the 

S veroment aid and promised Rs 
,000 to each famiW. Babi^i's post* 
ers were distributed and anero was 
made out of Hr Sureih Ram. But 
the Rs SO.OOO per family for the sia 
affected families nam reached 
Sarhupur. Then the Cengresa (I) 

leadership started a eouBter cam* 

pai|n led by Mr Gubb Sahr^ U?*s 
narijan and social welfare laiAistar. 
Mr Sehra. himself a jauv. per* 
luaded the vicrtmiied Sarhupur 
familias to accept tho goyenunaot 
aid He gave Rs 10.000 to eedt 
family* Ha also made several prom* 
Isas including that of a putra road 
for Sarhupur. On 2S January Mr 
Sehra triumphantly caQed a press 


conference it Am to declare that 
the Sarhupur harljana had now 
accepted goremosent aid. There 
was a si^ of relief in the ruling 
partv. Id this coofuaioo and absurd 
tussle between cbese two self* 
proclaimed i po k etn w a of harijani, 
the mam ianie has been tidetrack* 
ed; Wbo killed the harijans and 
why? 

Surask Ram.’ mUag korijsM 
for a rfdt 



FRIENDS AND FOES 
OF PAKISTAN 
IN SOUTH BLOCK 

THE tussle bettvaen dm pro and 
aati Pakiitafl kibbiei menu to be 
taking a iwrsonal tura Is The aatm* 
nal affairL ministry. Mr Mani 
Shankar Aiyar. lodia'l number two 
nan in PMustaa uittif recent^, had 
aircnded a aushatra in Lahore a 
few months back. The overwhelm* 
ing maioricy of particlpinis seenv^ 
to want peace widi India and Mr 
Aiyer sent a rsrport back home 
sa^ng to, Mr J. N,*Di3cit. then joint 
secretary* external publicity, noted 
on the Cm which contain^ the 
rmrt sent by Ur Aiyer, “Alw 
suffers from'nkismnitM.* laciMn* 
tally, Mr Dixit is. now our man in 
Kabul while Mr Aiyer has moved 
into Mr Dixit's chair in South Block* 

MRS GANDHI 
AND SOVIETS 
DRIFTING APART? 

MOSCOW seems to be worrying the 
Indian Prime Minister, Mrs Indira 
Gandhi, quite a bit. Whila her 
friends there have been trying to 
bring the CPI and CF1(M) together 
to support her intemiJly io India, 


to support her internally io India, 
tha I9 January, teodh seems to 
have pul a spok e in the wbea). Not 
only has WHV, a Prague based 
front or|anlsacioa, attacked the 
tnde MOJOD polky of the lodien 
povamoiant, bat fW tba first time 
m over a decide Radio Moscow has 
condemned the arreit of trade un¬ 
ion leaders. 

CONGO) PLANS 
MASSIVE RALLY 


India, 


THE Congress (I) Inctods to go into 
tha budget seuioQ wkh confidence, 
ewh' for a good fight, aad with tha 
propaganda inhiativa hiUy on its 
side. The whole couatn is behind 
it, Is the mesiege k laau to convey 
te the opposition* ^er this it is 
organising a masKva rally at the 
Bot Club on 17 Febrwryt the day 
before the budget aot^oo starts* 
The target crowdrt wtmee to gaihar 
is as high as IS lakh^w that count 
alone ii will be ege af the biggest 
wxtravaganses Id dm eapitalV re> 
cem memory. Pcpmtty mis will set 
the tone for the Wldet session 
when, in keeplu mirthe IMPI 
diktats t h« ra w ill M goediei for tax 
payers by way of lewy direct tarn. 

0. E. NlZAMiiXitti. 
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SujQn 

‘soars to greater 
heights 



Hi'.V er aoJ higlier. 

The tJXcS'isiwe Sujon range? 
of high-fashion fabrics 
reaches new peaks. With 
;prints anif colours in 
cloiKl-soft lexlures. 
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Karnataka 


The tempte ^ a mute 
testimony in stone, of 
artrstfc expression of a 
by-3one era. The floral and 
geometrical motifs and the 
intricate architectural 
compositions tru ky 
represent the cratemen’s 
aesthetic feelins. 


conditioned by the cultural 
heritase of each region. 
Thus ait through the ages, 
tradition found dominant 
expression in artistic 
imagery in stor>e sculptures 

Irt keeping with this 
arKient tradition we at 
Davangere Cotton Aaiiis 
have been creating fabrics 
of legendary beau^. An 
skillfully woven and 
bler>ded by master 
craftsmen ~ in endless 
variation to please 
eyeryone. 
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AN MANOA SAZAN AUSiCATON 



Thi iww lumbnary on Iht horlcon of MMr Awni S nsl t« 
■etrvss Apam* Son wo all loiow IM Mo dkacMr Apoma 
wnom wo aro poomp lo know Hor maMan tkn. St ChoavMpM 
lano. altar charminQ tha eounbya audMneao md otKi. imrem 
bappod tho baoi nim award « ManM. PilMi NMy, an cM 
lnor>d. doacnboa now Apama Son naa prown tnd maairod ^ror 
thoyoan. Npitt 


At mtdnipht on 20 January 1M2. a tarpt polw lereo awoopad 
down on MNP robota M Alnwl thus aSnaAtp Mo Wuro M Mo 
nopotiaUofW wW> Mo poyommow of MdM. Tito <naaih<o ertdt- 
down by M# awMoMaa aort ahock mm Ovough Ma MNF 
actMata, mwty olwho ara HcNnp to raiaMM. AdmSd raport by 
Sartanu Ohoah, PifiM 
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_Power that flows 

r Piv rvHl meaning of Ant* miiMy (P 
)«nijary) wv* superb. JeuiJacquet 
5k*rvan Stiireihcr 1 i«h ^ucccHsfulljr ex- 
plurts] (III (xivvcr in world policici and 
elw tfxpofted tlM eciivitiei ol Or Henry 
Ki«%in^r 1 ihuddCF to think about ibe 
fat* <ii the third world which hai become 
a victim of the power name between the 
oil producing anti wealern eountrice. 

5. K. Siyoiee. NvtUmarlt (Andhn 
Pruth"*hi 


A maitnificcnt cover nory. At long at we 
have no viebk substitute for oil the 
world will remain ei the mercy d the 
oil'producing countries. 1110 future, it 
scelnl^ IS bleak. 
iHonev Kumar Niyogi, Calcutta 

Jeen Jacquet Servan'Sehreiber has 
claimed chat the prophet Mohammed 
and hit followers changed the face of ibe 
world...by (he sword. This it not true. 
Islam wui spread with the blessings of 
the prophet, not by (he sword. Yet, the 
prophet did order his disciples to raise 
their »wordt« but only against tyranny. 
S. M. Samiui Hoda, Jamshedpur 


_ Yet another_ 

I I was a plea%uro to road Madhu Jain's 
rcpoi t , T/k* Mathura t'hifd; God or 
frauds [17 January). Though Brijendra it 
still a conlroversiai figure, some of hit 
predicitiims as report^ prove that he 
possewes some mystic powers. Bui. of 
course, only time can tell whether the 
child IS actually a god. 

Cobmda Afukh^Jee. C'alrtjtra 

By referring (i> Brijendra and Dharaoi Bir 
as "Sui Babas of (<imorrow* Ms Jain has 
implied that Sai Baba is a fraud. She it 
best advised (o visit Sai Babe's ashram 
(putraperrfii) before deciding whether or 
not he is a fraud. 

Chiifidrasubhur Acharya, Raradip 

Not oniv the Ma* hura child but every god 
r» fr.uid. And fraud is god. 

Miimn/ii BaK Aihhuiubasanta fOriMt^ 


Enough. Mr Botham! 


'Phougb otherwise well written. Ian 
X Botham's report on the Cakutu Test 
I ‘Indjanr are the beer kfiiimate tame 
wasters io the game.* 17 January) was 
biased. Once again, the English allroun* 
der was at painsoo coovioce hit readers 
that hit team It far superior to the Indian 
squad. Unfoftunaccly. ilut superiority 
bat yet to be prove d on ibe field. In (be 
five Tests that have been played to far. 
only once bat England gained a fira 
innings lead over India. As for Botham’s 
remara against Yashpal SKarma. it was 
both nauy and premature. Use very man 
who the English did not "really mind 
having in the tlndiant side* proouced a 
Kintillatinc knock of 140 ai Madras. 
Kau^ik Mukher/ee. Cafrutra 

However greai a cricketer Botham may 
be. h« hat proved (hat b« U a very biuaed 
writer. He nas been conuantlv criiicuing 
the Indian cnckeiert without to mufjl hi 
mentioning a few words about hit le^'t 
shortcomings. Hat it M occurred to 
Bocham thai each tune hit leag^ hat 
baited first in this series the ^i^ih 
baismvn have taken so long to wind up 
their inninM ibat Gavaskar hat been 
forced 10 piay it safe tubteouenily? At 
for the relative overrate, the English 
ailrounder should realtor (hat the Indian 
bowlers bave a better average ihan their 
English counterparts. 

F. C. Bhattacharjta, Cakvtta 

It wet toon after his tcaibmg criikun of 
(be Indian overraie at Celcuita that his 
learn sent down IB overs dunng the 
erelunch seetioii on the fnunh dey at 
Ma^^ What does Botham have to %ay 
ubOf|l|bt? And wini does he have (o say 
about Chris Tavare's 31 runt in 310 
minutes? 

5. K Makbija, BhopmJ 

Boebam's report on (be Cakuda Test 
must have irritated many erkket loven 
in (becountry, pariicutany after what he 
and hif fellow bowlers did at Madras: 
they used every postiUe irick in their 
armoury (o cut down India's tcoring rale. 
Tbe English playen should realise that 
erkket lovers in India are not interested 
in downing One can only hope that 
Botham .wul think rwke bmore letting 
his pen loose In future. 

S. A|[aAw. 0 «iIm 

It b all very well to say that ibe Indians 
are the best lemtimate (ime wasters; but 
what does Botnain have to say about the 
English bowlers who sent down nine 
overs in an hour at Madras? 

Sriniraa Kareri Bangaiore 

After the Madras Test who would 
Botham call the best time waslert; the 
Indians or the vWtors? 

SarvesA Kuaur, fbocbi 

Botham should know that throughout the 
series both India and finglasd^ve main- 
lamed a consiatently poor overrate. 
I bough relatively speakinik the liwliaii 
bowJm bave done better than (heir 
English counterparts. Bnrham himself 


took MX (0 aeven minutes to send down a 
single over in Madras, It is a pity that the 
En^iib ailrounder’has been so bitterly 
critical of (he Indian team in order to 
prove that the visitors are a much super* 
kw side. The love that we Indians had for 
Botham has diminished appreciably. 
Ashok Kuaar Panda. Bargaon tOrisaa) 

The writing between the lines was clear: 
the English players are completely 
shaken; gone is tM calmnesi of profes- 
skmals. Botham and his teammates are 
now looking for scapegoats. Obviously, 
before setting out on their tour they had 
felt thai they were going to make min* 
cemeat of the Indian side. Ibey are 
disiUusioflvd now and we. unfortunately, 
can do Utile more than nffer our sym* 
pathies to them. 

Jaydaop Bhaiuchaiya, Cauhan 

1 am a keen follosver of cricket and have 
been reading Botham's coverage with 
great uiiereit. However, the report on 
the Calcutie Test came es a big dis* 
uppoiniment. Binham made several un* 
warranied criticisms against ihe Indian 
leam. He did net even spare Dilip Dushi 
and accused him of adopting iimv* 
wasting lacclcs. Whac he said about ihe 
generously sporting Calcutta crowd was 
also unfortunate. The falling standards 
of Botham's journalism reflect the frus* 
traiion in the English camp. 

.5u>oy Deb. Cakoffa 

Botham’s criticism of umpiring in India 
was deplorable. It is time the English 
players stopped thinking of umpiring the 
umpires. 

.^rkhtr Sahat, Ca/cutra 

Botham's remark agairfst ihe Calcuiia 
crowd was shocking. The people of Cal¬ 
cutta love Gavaskar and on ihe final day 
of tbe Test they were slightly dis* 
appointed when their hero failed to get 
his 2S(h Test century. A few spectators 
might have expressed their disappumi* 
ment but (bat was not reason enough for 
Botham’s scathing criticism. It must be 
remembered that the Calcutta crowd has 
often been praised by famous critics and 
cricketers. 

DAareieiNfra bmba Aay. Cuttack 

Gavaskar was jeered a( not because his 
effort was not appreciated but because 
he missed his century by a very slender 
margin. I am sure the Indian skipper 
himself understood (be speciaiors' frus¬ 
tration. 

Jaideep Majumdar, Hatdia 

If any one is "slightly immature* it is Ian 
Boibam who has never played before 
such a huge crowd as tbe one in Cakuica. 
The Calcutta cr owd has never encour¬ 
aged negative cricket and that is why 
Gavaskar was jeered at. The Indian ski(^ 
per could have bit a eeaiury; ha had 
nothing (o loae (except, of course, bis 
own wicket) because (be fate of the 
match bad b^n decided much before the 
maodetory overs. 

Seehasis Chaedt. CaJcdffa 







Reasons for defeat 


T hii hu r«f«rence to Mrs Ctitdhi iu/- 
ttn » strb»ck [Ntws, tO Jinuary). I 
wish to fir* a fair other raaions for the 
Con|raM(I) defeat in the recent S««ar 
perliemenfiry byekecTiem. 

The CmBreo^I) candidate (an edU' 
Cited man) believed in shakint hands 
with the people while canvasaine. The 
voten who are mostly illiterate old not 
like this. On the oilier band, the BJP 
candidate approached the voters with 
folded hands and touched the feet of 
elders end influenttil peofrie. 

A let of rune, enerpy ano money were 
spent by the Congreu(l) on public meet* 
ln|s which were attended by VIPs, while 
the BJP workers did solid canvuiin^ 


Misleading _ 

T read The SiJtA killer^uada (News. 17 
Xjanuaryl with utter shock apd disbe* 
lief. Kow could a reputed correspondent 
like Aoil Searl churn out such a report? It 
was miileadlnA, to say the least' 

Firstly, the Akhand Kirian Jalha it 
iHMhlnR but « sriHip of persons who sing 
devotional songs uninterruptedly^ 
akhaiNf meening uninterrupted. kui$M 
referrini to devotional songs, and Jtth» 
being the Punjabi word for group. So how 
can a killer squad be named Akhend 
Kirtan Jilha* 

Secondly, parkai are nothing bui mini 
turbans, they are in vogue »ause of 
their aimplicity and the economy of 
cloth, and Wcause they are ve^ cocwort* 
able. The parka is normally discouraged 
by parents who consider it a cheap 
variation of rhe iradiiional and respect' 
able pirprec% but it remains a favourite 
headgour f<ir the Sikhs. Anil Saan has 
identified the members of ihe killef 
squad by ibe parkas they wear. If the 
Punjab police are following the same 
clue then they wiU find too many *kdlcr 
squad members' in the one lo €0 age 
group in any Sikh family. 

Finally. Anil Snarl should be aware of 
Ihe fact that every Sikh, whether a 
member of a killer squad or not. is 
required to carry a kirpan (i small 
duuhle/iingle-edged weapon) as pan of 
his religious obligations 
H»rjtndrr Singh. Khuagptw 


Outsiders were given ibe responaibil' 
ity of orgnnisijig cm managing the Coo' 
grrssfl) campaign. These people were 
unfamiliar with the local peo^ aod 
tbeir prebSrau. On the other hand, the 
BJP campaign was conducted by local 
party workers 

nie Cofigresstll suffered Ihe moat se* 
vere eleciora setback at Khurai, one of 
the seven Amembly const ituendes under 
the. Sagar parllaBenian connitucbcy. 
The people of this area had been victi' 
mised (or mere thaa a year by a group 
conprisiiig the local Conaresafi) alLA. 
an IAS probatMoer posted as the SDO 
and a local awneyimtder’s son. 
Sh¥ksni Chaubity. B6o^ 


VictimB: Bengalia 

I n his letter uader HUtoriaU rrvtbs 
[OpuiMo, 10 January) Munin Baruah 
stresaad that im Assam movement *is 
eimed agahw feceigaers who have iUe> 
gaily enier^ aod settlad down in Asian, 
and rfWag^tt Bengaliv.. * 1 have been a 
speedftbr to the Assam mdvemeni since 
HI very loceptiors The aim of ihii move- 
meot, wai once eaplemed by peeters 
v^idl^’dainended tna) *Aii (MuiIImA 
CooUe (Biharis). Bangilee, kak ckepra 
Nepali (fljiaoMd NepalisV ihogid be 
driven out of the stete. Of courae. those 
posters are no longer to be seen m 
Asaem. It would be pointless to esk Mr 
Baruah to caplain the killing of Dt Bobi 
Mitre and the stabbing of B^galit (and 
Bengalis alMel which forced the ^PF 
out into the streets of Gauhetl; he will 
obviously aitrvbute these crimes to 
CTcanis who are not part of the *mdie* 
ineni.* Ii would be more appropriate to 
ask Ur Baruah to expUin why rMJ a 
single Bengali film Is shown at 
ham in Cauhaci sihere Bhojpuh. ligKL 
Telugu and Bajasthanl films are j‘6i\ 
quite often? Is it because Bengali is fbe 
language of a foreign land? 

It is (iiDe we stopped talking about 
'foreigners' becaose even those who call 
themselves Assamese are. in really, 
foreigners in Assan.^hese very petp^e 
have destroyed the cultural ideniift of 
the native Boro. Cachari and other tribes. 
Aa observer. Ceaheri 


Rotten khichdi? 


T he mer^ uf opposition Denies has 
been ^scussetf in Sunday iWilf 
these rhree come tog&tbte? 27 Decem¬ 
ber i. If the unity moves arc prompted by 
national interesis then alone can we 
eapeci good results. Unfortunately, the 
people concerned are wuoing the BJP 
whose leaders are also members M the 
RSS. These people are not only anti 
Muslim but anii'labour as well; they 
represent the btahmins and emoy the 
patronage of the industriallsrs. Inc BJP 
has no luppcprt amoog our minority eotB> 
raunities and the non*brahjnjns in tbe 
south where its members are regarded as 
Hindi fanatics, 
ft. MamwaJifliA. lanjavur 

We do need a stroiu opposition but lei us 
keep it at chat. Toe unity moves are 
aimed at briApng the present opnosiiion 
10 power and this is unfonunate because 
some of our political stalwarts can render 


greater service to the nation as members 
of (he opposition, noi the government. 
But if we musi have a merger praple like 
Gecm Fernandes. Charan Singh and 
Raj narain should be nowhere in the 
picture. What do they have (o offer to the 
MikMi? Mr Fernandes is a selfnyled 
champion of the downtrodden ENms be 
have any speeifK plan, sebene. policy or 
proposal for the country? He and his 
friends only wasted tbeir time while they 
were ai the helm of affairs. Tliey fought 
rhe Nehrus and Coca Cola, but we ex¬ 
pected duRe. 

V. Jkvnar. ParAaekor 


Fallen from favour 


OoQgratulatioas to Anil Saari for his 
wbMd and intelligeai interview with 
former Delhi police commisiioner Pritam 
Singh Bhindef {“Senjty's deerk was a 
personal Inss." 17 January). It appaen 
that Mr Bhindef failed to satisfy Rajiv 
Gandhi after ihe death of SaBjay< 
Terakeswar Xalrta; Caukari 

Though unnecessarily lengthy and re* 
petitive. (he imerview was nevertheieii 
inieresting. Mr Bhinder appears to bo a 
solid man who has the courage and 
ioiemity to lake a stand when he wants 
to (uke he did during the Janata rati. 
Moken Singk. Sew Delki 

It is clear that Mr Bhindar has fallen 

from favour 

S6*nktr Stngh. Rettcht 

If Mr Bhinder is whai he hes daimed to 
be, then the Delhi police has lost an 
excellent admlnistritur. But (he opinions 
expressed by the police chief were too 
good m he true. Besides. 1 don’i think 
Mrs Gandhi would have approved Mr 
Bbmder’s iranifer if he was all that 
efficient an administrator. Mr Bhinder 
hti obviously lost hii political connec* 
lions aftar misusing them to the hilt. 
M. Mokanined Jan. Madras 

The one and only 


T here was a lime when I vrould hardly 
bother to give a cursory glance to the 
peges of Sunday. Now 1 have bocome a 
StiNDAY addict. A radical iraniformaijoe 
all right, hut not surprising because the 
magaainc is worth Deing addicted to. 


magaainc is worth Deuig addicted to. 
Sunday's efforts to exalt the good and Its 
crusade against evil are praiseworthy. 
Those harrvwing stories of govemmeotal 
blunders and inefficiency and of polict 
torture make my heart bleed. Quite 
honestly, Sunday makes my Sundays 
very interesting, meaningful though 
labwious. as I scan through every page of 
the tnagaaine. 

Za/far Ahmed. Delhi 

Humour and satire are fast disappearing 
from Sunday. In view uf this, the services 
of Rajinder Puri and Abu Abraham 
should be requisirioned. And here's one 
more suggestion: Each copy of SuxtMY 
should henceforth include a new ruor 
blade (preferably attached to the cover). 
This wiil help refers to have at least one 
free shave every week and also to do the 
job which the binders have not been 
doing^sliiting open the pages. 

Vgaani Arka. Samhalpar 

Series on the stretcher 

G avaskar and Fletcher 
Have togelher 
Pol the senes 
On the stretcher. 

M. A. Sesperk Xumar. Beitg*/orr 


Under "One skou/dJeanr/rutf the peal * 
George Pemendes has claimed that pe» 
pit m are lU ateuld be M with kuck- 
di Wnet Ur Peraandes forBM to meniton 
it that rotten kksekdi can only kill the 
skk. not cure them 
Vaaay leAu Bkuiia. Oarjee/Mg 


Last le tte r 

H ow I wish we had this Bharat 
bendh every other day; thanks to 
it, we had an uninierruptM supply of 
electricity and water on IS January 
this ytar. 

Sudkisk N$T*r. Kenpar 
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BHAGALPUR BLINDINGS 


CBI report 
lets off to^ people 


T h« CBI report on blirxk* 

inx of ^inonors in Bhigol' 
pur» Rihar, it diihonett U 
has chosen to act half 
blind and half dumb in 
invesiixtfiini a vrima in which the 
state K*'verntnant and the chief 
minister should have been called 
eccessoriee. there are two aspects 
of the crime; one> the bliadiw 
took pJaca< and two, top offidau 
and the chief nlniater aid not do 
anythinx tv stop them even wbtn 
the initial acts of blindini were 
brnufthc to their notice. 

The fact that the blindiou did 
occur could not be denied ^ the 
CBI and it has cwilirmed this. But 
the Bhaulpur SP, Mr V.D, Rem. is 
the only seniof officer ageinst 
whom the CBI has found grounds 
for criminal prosecution. The 
others are three DSPs, a few sul> 
inspectors of police and some 
policemen. Even the BIG, Bha^l. 
pur. Mr Gajendra Naraio, who has 
been mode IG, Bihar, and the depu* 
cy commissioner, Mr P.P. Sharma, 
found guilry of having known ef the 
blindings and wilfully not takina 
uny action, have been let off with 
the mild punishment of departmen. 
til disciplinary actiem. The rest, 
agamst whom departmental action 
has been recommended, are junior 
officers in the police and medical 
departments. 

what about Mr MX Jha, addi* 
tional IG, CID. Patna, Mr, Amo 
Pathak, hone comtwiwiontr, the 
oiniscer of state for jalb and tba 
chief minticer who holds the 
folio of home? The first blindinx 
took place on I July 19S0, and the 
last soma time in November chit 
vMr. The report of Mr L.V. Slnah, 
DIG, who was asked to probe Ate 




incMirs m blindinn after they had 
cuma to light said “By 1 October 
1900. hoote (miJsK home (special) 
and home police departments and 
the minister of state for home de* 

K menis and the minister of state 
lome (jails) were fully aware of 
the blindings operation being con* 
ducted ^ police in Bbagalpux dis* 
(rkt.** The home department is 
directly under the chief minister. 

Ur Singh's report further Midi, 
**ln spite of specific informapoo 
and complaints that ibe police wew 
blinding people in a savage man^ 
ncr, the slate government wilful^ 
avoided any action against the Bh» 
gilpur police end the Mindiags con* 
linued unabated between June and 
November ISSO." As soon as this 
report was received, thr-rhrtf 
minister, Mr Jagannath Misra, 
transferred Mr Singh to the heme 
guards, where another honest offlc* 
er. Mr Sudhtsi Sinhe. IG*cuin> 
commandant general, had bean 
shunted ^earlier because of his re* 

K oo* the involvement of Mr 
innaih Htshre in the affairs of 
Patna Urban Cooperative Bank. ^ 
Apart from Mr Singh's report, it 
is an open secret tnat the chief 
Buaiacer kpew of the bliodings from 
his cabinet minister who bad 
arranged the surrender Bf Sudama, 
the deceit. The surrender was to 
lake place hi the preseim of the 
chief minister but since he was 
summoned to New Delhi, it hap* 
peoed at his cabinet colleague's 
residence. Sudama, who had helped 
the CongresafI) in capturing booths 
during the 1980 Assembly alec* 
liona. had got wared after the 
bbnding of a few other dacoits in 
his msn44ii (group). Among them 
was Anil Yadav, who was arratied 


(or dacnicy and blinded at the Nath 
Nagai police suiion on 8 July 
19H0—ibe first case of blinding. 

The CBI report does not say any* 
thing about the minister of state for 
jsiU who an immediita 

investigation out passed no order 
on the complaints of the blinded 
victims. The IG prisons, Mr N.N. 
Singh, inspected the Banka (Bha* 

E dlpur) sub&ithary jail on 9 Septem* 
er 19X0. Mr B.L Das, the 
courggeuus jail superintendent, 
who is still under suspension, was 
aluo preseni durkig fheviaapcciion. 
Three blinded vinuns in mar jail— 
Jugal Bolder. Bi# Mankind Sello 
Beldar—had complained to the IG 
prisons that they were blinded by 
police. They also submitted written 
petitions to the IG prisons. He took 
a fortnight to submit a copy of his 
iflupection note un the BanVa lufck 
jail to Mr A.PT. Bachiv, personal 
secretary of the minister for jails. 
The special secretary, home, en* 
dorsea the inspection note to the 
home commissioner. But no action 
was taken. 

It is clear shat Mr K.D. Singh, SF, 
CIDiPaina, MrM K. Jha, iddUional 
IQOD, Pam i and several others 
were aware of the blindings by 
mid'July whan they recaivM the 
report of inspector Narain Singh 
sent by the DIG, Bhtgalpur, and an 
enclosure to hit letter. Mr UV. 
Singh's report said; “Mr Jhi's con* 
nivance is obvious from the action 
he took against inspector Narain 
Singh for attempting to expose the 
blindings and for not helping Bha* 
galpur police by actively cooperat* 
ing with their meafuret of 
blinding." 

Tba nonM (piiioD) d^artment, 
Patna, got ttia petition of 11 
blinded victims on t August 1980, 
and the inspccror general of pris* 
ons, Bihar, saw and talked to three 
d the blinded victims on 9 Septem* 
ber er the Banke sub*iall. Mr Aruo 
Pathak, hone commissioner, got 
the petitions of the three blinded 
victims, along with the inspection 
note of IG prisons in whicn there 
was a plea for an immediate inves¬ 
tigation on the allegations. But ncK 
thing was done to look into the 
complaints or lo prevent further 
bliaainv by the police 
It is uifficull to imagine that the 
CBI officials o n e IG and a team of 
nearly IOD-«could not see the ob* 
vious. A conspiratorial silence was 
mainuined all along, from top to 
bottom. IJie CBI has excaUent of fk* 
ers on its staff. Something must 
have happened. Politics muR have 
come in the way at some stage. Tho 
CBI men must have be e n told not to 
err on the wrong side, not to probe 
too far, not to involve the top peo* 
pie. After all. the cMaf aiokater la 
close to the Prime Minister and that 
must have counted. 






COVER STORY 








C«ki^t CTM before ft won in first 
interaationel awanl •( Cannes. It had . 
an exftmely long run Hi die €ity» end 
thousands o( oHtn«f7 people wHo had 
no interest in the serious cinema went 
10 see it. Ii was their enthusiesn over 
the film that made it such a great 
success; the awards cane later, pre- 
cursing Ray's fame end recogmiloo at 
a national level. Calcutta had already 
recognised hii uniua 
Tne same hrdds true for 36 Cbowr- 
j/ighee Lane; it has had a fairlp long 
run in the city and, despite two inter¬ 
ruptions—the Cinema workers' Binhe 
end the film festival—tod a change d 
hall from Elite to Purna (Elite normel- 
ly shows English language filns while 
Furoa Rengalii. it still conrlaues to 
draw very large crowds. Its entire 
success is by wnrd of mouth and (be 
kind of pMple who go to set it have no 
I nearest In the film's international 
reputation or the number of awards it 
has won. The ordinary PMpla of Cal* 
curta respond to a gtm film wiihmit 
any such intellection or pretentions. 
Even the criiics and filmwriters have 
an open mind. 

That IS why. 2S years after the 
succeu of Earner PancAaff. Ray's first 
film. BJioihar fint him lilia 36 Chowr* 
rngAee tine, made by another Benga- 
li. bom into the same comnunfty of 
Brahnos and discovered by Ray mm- 
aelf in 1961. as the child bnda of 
Sanapci—one of ihe three stories in 
hii film feen Reny^won tbe same 
unstintad acclaim. Almost the entire 
etty stood up to clap. Critics; film 
wnttrs; ■udifnce% discemiBg and un¬ 
informed: young people and old; slm- 

E le folks strolling Into matinee shows. 

veryone applauded the film and 
offered encumiumi, often embarraa* 
singly uncritical. Eicept one bitch 
view, whkh I saw In the Calcuna 
edition of a Bombay financial daily, 
alaiost every comment on (be film has 


been ravb. The siiipliciTy of Aparoa's 
srvla, tbe universal languafla d her 


S I, tbe universal language d her 
end (he sensitive handling of the 
few easily recugoisable characters, 
made it easier for everyone to und9- 
stand and appreciate J5 Chowringbee 
l^oe. In a way. both Ray and Apama. 
with over 26 years separating then, 
achieved (be seme thing: without any 
preteesiofu to making a people’s film, 

> they reached the pcofde much mm 
effortlessly than all tbe commined 
fUnmakers ever did. proving that, in 
the ultimate anelysu. empathy maliet 
more sense than ideology. 

It has also proved once again that no 
city rmpoesds like Calcutta lo a good 
film. That is why, despiie all the 

C tensoBS of (inim town Bombay, the 
I films always have and will con¬ 
tinue (0 come from here. Our studios 
are m a mess; our technicians are 
often starving; there is nv power, and 
rhe Pow|r brokers at the Writers 
Builaing Beep changing their political 
allegiances. Bat when the money is 
the r e and even when it is 
cutta's Wmmakers still manage to 
make thedbieat films in the land. Even 
if^sometuBes. they cannot find a disiri* 
butor to teach the films tv their audi¬ 
ence. Sen has hi-en making 

films a^ winning iniernaiional 
awards for years, even he cannot al¬ 
ways find a distributor. There are 
many ciban. lesser names perhaps, 
but talented people And amidst the 
loan sharks and the quick buck iner- 
chants, a. callous and corrupt 
bureaucracy and continuing neglea 
from everr poasibla quarter. CaJcui- 


from every noasibla quarter. CaJcul- 
ta'i Uapb^ film industry can be justly 
proud oi its few sertous efforts whkbw 





bMibt r«Kof tb*Uod.Tbe2Syom 
b wo B Ptibir Putcimii ood 3$ Caowr- 
ingh^e £jii 0 ho«e dmonnrtrod tbU in 
detr, oaquoftieiiobio form. 

iMk ot Ow fUiM tb»l Ray makoi. 
Eoch one ia a portect doiMOKfonon of 
cbo fiboMkor'i caft; oocb one ii 
HjpofMy itylod. Rjtwiek Gbotak «raa 
MfTibJy ombe, but at hi* best bt wai 

unaatehed (or bn crpotivo brink* 
Banibip, for hit UAerriAi leoae of 
pnci«oly wfaoro to irani«end aanity. 
WriotJ Son ii oquaUy orrttic; yet m 
kM • rare panlon tnac tlwayt londa 
vitality to hj* films, and a nock tar* 
nan .style that can be narvallousiy 
benott. Thao thora is Ruddhadtv Dts* 

K pta You don’t sat tnuch of hu flUns. 

( bis iiBcaniy shows throuih in 
whatever you set' But Cbowringhtt 
l^ne is anoieiher a difftrant ai^ri* 
encC' You can foritt all this buuneti 
about style and treatment, form and 
content Juir sit back and let Apama‘s 
world el the’ lonely. AA|]e*Iodian 
schooittaebtr reach out and touch 
you. witb its simple truths and the 
•ahumed peca of damnation. There is 
•o much It says, without an^r. There 
li so much it leaves unraid that it 
hurts. 

li is porhaps the power and the 
peiaien of this understaremenr that 
makes ii suck a stroni film: a film that 
raachas out to evtryone so affortlessly. 
The Mvate hurts .slowly become uni* 
vtrsm; the schoolteacher’s loneliness 
becomes your world and mine; sorrow 
and sdtnce become nne with the ni|ht 
aad the city. 

Zanussi. I underitend. was almost In 
tears as he watched the film. Others 
like Madame Kawakita and critic 
OcvW Robinson were impre^ed with 
the sAplktty and power of the film. 
Ray, who was chaiman of tbe jury, d id 
net vote. Nor did he Ro to see the film. 
He peaaiMy did net went to appear as 
promoting India*i only offKiarentn to 
(be conpetlttvn section of the (eatival. 
But that made nodiffercoca to the way 
the votes went. ThOury of IS was near 
unanimoua. The (^ideo Eagle was 
Aparaa SenS 

A rare honour for any film. For a 
first film, it is abnost unimaginable. 

T hree years after Apema oude her 
debut as an actress, I saw her for 
tbe first Qme. She was tbeo Aparna 
tteigupta. already well koown for her 
role es MrinmayjN, the fiercely iode* 
pendent child bnde in Snmtptr It was 
at Presidency Collage that wa met, 
where she bad enrolled to do her 
honours in English. I joinod the same 
yuar. to study, of all things, stltutlci. 


A dark, lissome girl witb large black 
eyes that could at: ablast an entirt 
foreat at cha lightest gJuca. Aparna 
was the cyaeaura of all apes: the whole 
collate wTuBlly stopped to notice bar. 
locludiAg. I now nma in racnupecl. 
a large aection of at faculty. 

Aparna. like all goed*leoking glrla, 

I ravelled io tbe arteotioA she drew. She 
wen out with tbe boys, aacoungod 
aoeeip. dabatad, smiled and charmad 
T ne paota off anyooa who cama bar 
f way. And avaryoM wtniad to coma 




Aptm$ tn Sumtptii 


h«r wiy. the coffee bouse lefeads 
grew, es she joined UipaJ Dutr's pom< 
pcus Lirtle Theatre Croup and took on 
the role uf Ruth Mamfock in their 
production ?ro/essur Wimfoclr. She, 
apparentIv. did very well Or so we all 
chose to oelieve. 

The next year, she appeared in 
Nityananda Datea's fieJrsna BsJa/. a 
fiJm scripted by Satyajit Ray. and 
Mrinal Sen's Aksash Kusum. Almost 
overnight, she was cransformed from 
an actress into a star. There were 
hushed whisp^s when she walked 
down (he corridors; The boys were 
atog and the girls bitched. In the 

i money atmosphere of Presidency Col- 
ege. where everyone quoted Mao or 
Pudovkin, Regia Debray or Albert 
Camus, suddenly the neon lights be¬ 
gan to blink, it was delightful. In 
between freniied arguments about 
Heidegger's doublethink or The body 
counts m Vietnam, would suddenly 
arrive whispers about Aparna's 
furiously pacsd lifestyle. Some called 
her an existenttellsi: TtiiU don’t know 
whether it was praise or Insult. She 
thought she was a Marxist, or so was 1 
iven to understand. ''She's quite a 
ird. vuur" was the last I heard of her 
before I quit the college, thank God, 
tired b\- jra intellectual ambience and 
the high drama of its politics, 1 wanted 
to write. 

After that, for many years 1 never 
!«uw her. I heard she got narried to a 
friend of a friend and ouit college 
halfway through. An intelliient deci¬ 
sion, 1 imagine. She acted in quite ■ 
few famous films: James Ivory's Tbe 
Cum and Bombay Talkie. Tapan 
Sinha's Ekhonee and a film calted 
Aftarichito. which won her quite a few 
awards. Theatre stayed with her, and 
after the death of her second child 
within two days of birth, she began to 
cake more interest in the stage, She 
founded, together with friends, a 

? roup callea Calcutta People's Art 
heatre, which began to put up shows 
quite regularly, ciTl the cinema, ortce 
again, drew her away. 

Then came Tapan Sinba's Ssgioa. 
where she acted as Bishakha in the 
Hindi version. Her performance in the 
lead role uf Sujata won her accolades 
and several awards. This was followed 
by another award-winning role in a 
film called Asamay^ Her forays into 
the world of the Hindi cinema were, 
hovyever, disastrous: one with Jeeteo- 
dre called VisAtvas or soowibing like 
that had a record one week run: imeen 
Dharam was the first multi-srarrer 
superflop despite Amitabh Bechchan, 
Shasiu Kapoor, Saojeev Kumar and 
God's own Rekha in the cast. The jinx 

was (ou much. A Uler film called 
JCorwal Saab with Sbairughan Sinba 
fared slightly better; but very slightly, 
I am told. 1 am not vary good on dates 
but I think it was around the same 
time, in the mid-Sevanties. that Apar- 
na's man tag* floundered Vary soon it 
gave way altogether and the gOMip 
megasinai were rife with rumours. 

That was whan 1 met her lU over 
again: a mutual friend gave me some 


poems she bad wrinen, for I was in 
(hose days poetry editor for a leading 
weekly magasine. The POMS were 
vary strong despite their limited craft* 
mrsonihjp, ano I was happy to use 
Koem. 1 found she was a very different 
person now, doinga variety of imereR- 
ing things. Writing poetry, translating, 
acting, taking very good phetographs; 
she was into many things, aM was 
doing them all with that fiaixa dedica¬ 
tion she demonstrates whenever some* 
thing fires her imaginatiOQ. And many 
things do. If you see the script for S€ 
CbowrinaAee lane, you will be 
imaied. Few filmnakiers aoy^ere in 
the world hone a working script to 
such perfection as she did for her own 
film. And that shows. 

In 19^ Apama oiarned Mukul 
Sherma and moved, alter some 


nontbs, into the same building where' I 
stev. Since then, I guess. 1 have seen 
qufte a bit of her: with her hair up as 
wall as down, at times Hippy, angry, 
bun. friendly, vivacious, lasv, sharp, 
warm, joyous, tender, helpful, once 
even most marvellously pregnant 
Whit I have always marvelled at is her 
dadicatioD to whatever she is doing, 
and her abilitv to »ee beyond symb<ns 
and cant. She is intelligent, perceptive 
ind hardworking. What more does one 
need to realise one's creative im¬ 
pulses? Since her remarriage she has 
made quite a few films: important 
among them are James Ivory's televi¬ 
sion feature. Hullabelioo over (Seorge 
and Bonnie's Pictures. A jay Kar's 
Naukedvbi. where she pltiy« the role uf 
Kamala, one of Tagore's most famous 
heroines, and Satyajit Ray's Pskov, a 
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'tekviftion fdm. But her own filn wti 
on her mind for yevs end even after 
(he wript was reedy it» pernickety 
deteii she wee no( quite lure whether 
(here would be any takers. 

In 0M*198O she decided to take a 
chance with Shashi Kapoor, after be 
had financed Benetal and. was re¬ 
ported to he periuadinn Setl^ to 
make a fiJn uiidar his banner. Shashi 
weed alBtoat imaediaieiy on leeinp 
the script; Jennifer sent her some 
seapihets. made up as she perceived 
the leed character to be. Then be^n 
(he details. BudMti- iofUrics. the 
search for two youni people who could 
play the lovera, locations, i cat who 
could ploy Sir Toby. Actual shooting 
hesan on. 3 December. The rest is 
history. 


With a script as deiaUed as hen. 
eciuaJ shooting wem on Mrfect sche¬ 
dule. or almost, and (M film was 
readied in lime for release in Aufuu 
1911 the rteuJi of pluperfect planninc 
and conceni for even the mou minute 
details. Of course, there were prob¬ 
lems. Debtshree Roy. the youn| lover, 
suddenly |oi coM feet whUe shootiod 
the ardeat bedroom sewnces! she 
refused to take bet clocW off and 
insisted on body ctocfcinss Sir Toby 
the cat was finally flown in from 
Sombey a fully trained Siameae pro- 
fessional. who had apparently acted 
before and knew all his cues. TW 
bunil sequence had lo be reihot be- 
ceuae of a missed nnial detail; since 
the mo ns oons were over, the rain had 
to be samuiated The dream sequence 
was chanted from the ontmal script 
and the strident aevuel uodcrteaes 
were played down Debashree Rot's 
accent ia Cnalbh faltered; haally 
Apama dubbeo her voice all throuah, 
in her ore faultless diction, rou^- 
hewed by whiskey and oicMiiie. imm- 
itably sensuous, quite unforfettable. 

Jeomfer ^nt houn pnamts% her 
eccei^ and trying to look miaeraMe 
and middle-aged. She carried it off 
finelly. and in many ways the film ts 
her personal triua^ as well: she got 
ecstatic reviews end could wdl win an 
Oscar sominetion if the film is allowed 
tn compete. In a marvellous bit of 


ailing, rarely achieved in the Indian 
iinvmB. vh« make^ the lonely Anglo- 
Indian (caiheT magically come alive, 
in >ul>ile '•hade» «»f ekpression. the wav 
she walks and *.p«aks. 

Yet. despite everything, it is a direc¬ 
tor's film The subtle handling uf 
moods; the paicbes of silence; ihe 
long, winding ciaircase that keeps 
coming back like a recurring mutif. 
The quiet building up of tension; the 
passing of seascms; tm conscious res- 
traini that prevenis tbe film from 
slipping into gooey lenncnentalism; 
the nard. bniile exterior that holds the 
narrativa together and heightens the 
inner tensions. In all these yuu see the 
direcior'i careful eye fur detail, li is 
almost obsessive, the way every strand 
is kept in place. The film, as a conseou- 
ence. is sensitive, sincere and credible. 
It is an etcellent euample of how a 
firat film should be made: shorn of 
ambitious technical virtuosity or high- 
souftding ffieisages. It li simple, quiet 
and honm. 

But that is not everythiru. In the 
finest parts of the film she eftonlessly 
takes off. The surrealistic dream saqU- 
ances. almost m monochromatic splen¬ 
dour. reinforce the subterranean ten¬ 
sions of the film: the hidden sexuality; 
the bewildering sense uf hurt and losa; 
the explosive metaphors of violence 
(hat lufk deep within the mind. The 
Anglo-Indian Khooiteacher no longer 
remains a simple, cardboard cutout, 
tvtsed arcuftd by an unfair world. She 
becomes complex and interasting: in 
many ways, she makes much more 
sense. So. when the clioiax comes, and 
she walks all by herself into the indigo 
night outside tired VictoriaMemoriai 
and begins to quote some of the most 
memorable bnes from King Lear, It no 
lunger seems unreal: you are almost 
expecting it You knew at some stage 
she would rise above her circumst¬ 
ances. She docs Pursued by memories 
and e lune pariah, she reaches out 
towerds the poetry and the solace of 
words: word< that had perhaps-never 
meant more to her than at that precise 
moment when the darkness wells up in 
her eyes and the ni^i. blue-black ana 
sensuous, wraps her gently m its 
loneliness It is like breaking into 
song, this torching finale to a powerful 
visual statement. The power and the 
passion of poetry heighten the loneli- 
nais. the ariguish and the quiet digniry 
of he~ life. The blue haunts you fore¬ 
ver, the night becomes a ruthless pre¬ 
dator despite its tenderness, its quiet 
The simple rale of a simple woman 
suddenly takes on a new kind of uni- 
versaliry; the darkness reaches out 
towards another reality, more com¬ 
plex, more brutal. 

This i» where Aparna Sen searea. 
This is where 36 Chowringbee Lane is 
different from the other serious hints 
that have appeared in recent years: 
(be reality she speaks of and shows 
goes beyond our ordinary lives, in ns 
attempt to arrive at a deeper meaning 
of truth. 



PEOAL REPORT 



A inmblsft$ tritd to put up a 
bnve front to tho //rc joun»list$ bt 

S Md to meat at iJO p.m. on 30 
vory, tho Mftnrrtoon be/orc he wts 
bongoc. The five journotitts who met 
him wen two reporters from Thv Hin¬ 
dustan TicMS, roportors from The 
Ratiocud Herald, end UNS end a Svft- 
PAY eomspw^nr The 
met Eille with the penissioii oi the 
mipector^feaera/. prieont, Dtihi. iUn* 
|a. hoirevef, nf\aid to meet theorem, 
mite, en exhibitionist per eneimpfe, 
meneged to ce/ry oft the aboiv bifov 
c/ie Journeiists and on cb# montutg be 
wes henged (3t Jeaaery) oewtpeper 
heedlitiet terees^ out that ea 
penrant fli//a wes not efrmid of the 
gtUows. 

Accordjn# to SvMPAr^ tounee in 
Tiber jeii, tbji wet quite untrue. MUle 
bed twoken down some days eerites 
end wes not the setae men on the test 
few deys. Though he ete normeUy tih 
the very lest, he bed stopped teiking to 
Kenee end the other prisoners in the 
nnaemned ceils of word So. t€. 

Jeil sources edded thet while Bella 
•vould taiJt 10 the guerds about aoat 
rhir^ be refused to telk about the 
killing 0? Gerte end Setijey Cbo^a. 
On his very iest night, jetl offideU 
repeetedly esked Bille to tell them the 
tnitb about the Chopra murder ease 
but Bille refused to even telk about it 
Br'NM V teerm thet while Range edmit’ 
ted to Jeil wardara and guards that 
they had been involved in the murder; 
he bJsmed Bille for the actual kiUing. 
On hjs part. BilJf refused lo sey any- 
i/itflg beyood cla/mlos that tha truth 
about the double-muraer bed not come 
out. 

.Uil officiels believe thet Bille bed 
fiurh>np to tell. This impression was 
confirmed ^ an eppiKet/on Bille 
bended over to the five /oirmalrste 
who met him on 30 Jenuery. tn the 
applKafion he merely stated that if 
people tried to understand his life 
they would not think he deserved a 
death sentence. 

SiNpAy wes tuld by set'eral Tihar 
>alj sources that Bdia was a clever her, 
that hts lies bad a cetta/n consistency 
but that he often flared up. One such 
instence tras wirnesa^ by the jountaJ- 
ists who interviewed him. Towards the 
end of the interview e Journalist asked 
Bille about whether or not ho was 
repentant for taking to criete. Hie 
mood suddenly darkened and be ee- 
\b 


phded, admimffd chat be had comait- 
ted seven aurdefS in Bombay before 
he caoa to Delhi la I97i. 


During the intarynew itseU. whenev¬ 
er be was asked a speeitk question 
concerning * derails about bit move¬ 
ments m and around Oelhi end on 
erher points coneeniag bis Icfal de¬ 
fence, Bilie refueed to reply end, 
ihrvgsmg bis shoulders, he irocdd rum 
ewey from the iniemewer. Orse of ihe 
quettions thet he refused to anf iif 
leas ivhy he did oot take hit cate to the 
St^setae Court after he bad been 
eeeteoeed by the district and soeeiom 
judge. (U was only J^aoB# irbo 
eppealed to the Supreme Courr. Tte 
Bipreoe Court roob tbe positioo tbar 
cbiy wrduid be traeted equally aiM 
they were seiliag in rbe save boat. 
Tharefoce. vrben the Supreme Court 
s tay ed Range's death sentence oo 7 
Nowaber 1991, fitfa wes also pven a 
fresh Jeese on life.) 

The other qutstiont that Bd^ re¬ 
fused to answer concerned bis friend 
Gu^ from Oeegh, near Aara. Did be 
initialty «rani to fo to Deeeb after 
murdeeutg the Chopra chitaat^end 
wes anyb^y else involved in th^ptur- 
der of the Chopra cbUdreny 

Shortly after Geete end Seejey 
Chopra ud been abduaed hy^^a 


end Range, a police party from Bom- 
bey flew to Delhi. U was a squad that 
had been pwrsuitu Bella for quite some 
tine end was onJy a few steps behind 
him as he fled north. They had even 
got to knew whet false numberplates 
mle had got made at Bombay snorfly 
before he fled. On reaching belhi the 
policemen from Bombay cetegoricelly 
told Delhi police officers that the 
modus cmerandi of the Chopra chil¬ 
dren kidnapping put the fjnper on 
Biila and (hat he would definitely kill 
them They seid thet there >rai no 
chance of the children returning alive. 

During the ihtervjeir Bille wore a 
spotless, white hhadi kurta end py¬ 
jamas. Over tSie kurtn he wore a khalrt 
woollen coatee, wjrb only the top bur¬ 
ton fastened. 


Q 


When did you come to know 


• about the 



On 21st or 22nd (of Januarv) I 
cane to know about the Wnfing. 1 
tboueht that I would be banged last 
Sunday (24 January) (Smiles.) No, I'm 
not worried about the hartfing. 

J ; Why aren't you worried? 

: What should ! worry about? 

Q: Have you written to your mother 
ncantly? 

A: 1 wrote a letter home some time 
back but (here was no reply. I also 
wrote a letter to two of you [The 
Hiodusten Times and UNI reporters in 
(he group oieetinf Bille; both had 
ioierviewed him earUet), But I did not 
got any reply from you either. 

Q: What are the thinfs you have 
been remembering most during the 
lest few deys? 

Bille does not answer. 

Q: Whet is the truth about the 
Chopra killings? 

A; I do not want to say anything 
about (his case. The tnith has not 
come out Nobody wants to listen to 
what 1 have to say. Since (h» don't 
want to let me speek out what I know, 
it is better that 1 don't talk about it 

Q: Who would not let you speek the 
amh? 

A: The Chief Justice would not lis¬ 
ten (0 me. 

O: ArenY you afraid of deerh.’ 

A: It is belief to die than to live 
when t am oot good enough to live in 
society. U Is better to die then to live 
wImr everybody thinks so contemp* 
tuouily of me. When society is egaJnst 
I would prefer to die. 


Q: Did you ksIS oeiier pMpie before 
tAt ChoM tMM? 

A: Well, ] did things at Danh^s, yt%. 
^Changes his mind qusckiy^) No, I will 
adnit only one murder, that of my 
friend Sudhir. That is the only case 
under section 302 that I will admit to. 
It was the only pre>planDed murder I 
have committed. I killed Sudhir be¬ 
cause he did not follow my Inst rue* 
cions. 1 was afraid that be would be 
trMped by the police. ^ 

Q: But wHmi about the ocher eases ei 
Bombey.’ 

A: 1 don’t know. They just happened 
on an impulse. They weren’t pre¬ 
planned. 

Q; Did you ever ehinlr of becooimg a 
jjnuggfer, in order to make more 
money? 

A: { should have done smuuling. 

Q: Art you bequeathing enyiHrng ro 
anybody.* , 

A: What things? 1 have nothing lo 
five. 

Q: What abour your money? 

A: I have no money, le is all spent. 

J : On what.’ 

1 [ used to travel a lot. And on the 
police and the CfD at Bombay. 

0 H'hy did you take to crime? 

A: Kor money's sake. (took to crime 
only for muni’s sake. 

Q: But lt»ok where that has brought 


A: This is the result of my kerma. 
This is the resuh of the wrong banal, 
have done. 

Qi Have you rumed ro God in this 
hour? 

A: Yes, I have turned to God. Tonor* 
row morning I will uke Cod's necne 
and then move on. be ready for it to 
come. 

Q.’ ffave you been ifeeprrtg weU 
thhe last few days? 

A: Yes, I deep well. 

For how hM? 

A: I sleep for four hours. 

Q: WdJ jvu be able to sleep todeyf 

A: Yes. I think so. 

Q: Aien'tyw sad that your reiarivei 
have nor coma ro see yea now? 

A: I am not sad that they have not 
come. 

Q: How do you spend your rime in 
the eeU? 

A: 1 keep thinking. I think about the 
world. 

Whar wwfd? 

The* world around my case. I 
think about my failure to gin pardon. 

Q: Was there anybody else involeed 
in the Chopra cbij'dren murder case? 

fSj'ienca. Billa shrugs bis sboul^rs a 
firrfe and turns away from the ques¬ 
tioner,) 

Q: Have you ever felt sorry for the 
Chopra parents? 


i 


A; In the beginning I thought about 
them. I wanted to write to ^em: But 
recently I have not thought ibwt chat. 

Q: Who else have you 'been re* 
membering? 

A: Whom will I remember! Who will 
I think of noW? 

Q: Has death confronted you ear- 
her? 

A: I have escaped death many times 
in the past. In Bombay I escaped ^ing 
under the train a cuupie uf times. Then 
there were the incioents at Bombay, 
At the time 1 got the stay from the 
Supreme Court (7 November) 1 
escaped death. After Ranfa'i review 
petition was reiecred on 20 .Tanuary I 
thought they would hang tne on 23 
January iraelf. fSmjJes.) But again I 
escaped. 

O: Have you also escaped from 
police custody? 

A: (Speaks with a false pride) I 
escaped twice. In 1977 I escaped from 
Bumbey jail. In 1978 I deceived the 
CID. 

Do Aanga and you meet each 
other here in the ward.* 

A: We do meet when we gn out for 
our walk, but we don't talk 

Q: Do you believe in life- after 
death? 

A'. 1 don’t believe in it. What other 
life (can there be I? 



Hanging their heads in shame 


Right from their arrest, through th^r that, to their tong wait for the harygmar) 's rioose. the 
murderers of the Chopra children have been in the public eye. Their fates were finally se^ed 
when on 20 January the Supreme Court rejected Range's review petition. Anil Saah hae filed 
this exclusive report of Ranga and Billa's last hours on the basis of detailed interviews with 

eyewitnesses at Tthar jail. 



t 8.00 am on 31 January 
Delhi’s Tihar jail sup^in* 
tandent.' U, K. Wohra, 


brought down his right hand 
•which he had csised before 
•Roman salute. The middle* 


him in a 

aged executioner from Patiala. Pakiri 
Immediately pulled the lever. The two 
wings of the wooden placform on 
which Billa and Range stood, opened 
out vrith a crash into the eight'foot 
deep cemented pit and the two bodies 
trembled within it. The crash of the 
wooden frames vras the only sound to 
be heard in the eerie silence of a cold, 
somewhat misty, winter mornihg. 
There was no lest anguished s^etn. 
There never is, sey experienced police¬ 
men. But the bodies tremble andsheke 
for some time to come. It was nearly IS 
minutes before the Manila rope from 
which Billa and Ranga hangad stopped 
swaying. 

Twantynlne year*old Jaabir Singh 


The gaBows of Tthar Jail 


The gaUows of Tihar Jail 



(Billa's real name) arid 27 yeer*old 
Kuljit Sinah iRanga's real name) had 
facM death differently. At the phasi 
kothi scaffold, Billa hap asked how 
deoth could come the least Painfully. 
He W4i told tu hold his breath. Shortly 
before Fakiri slipped the mask over 
Bauga's head, he had wished “Sar sh 
eke/.*' (he traditional Sikh felicitatlotu 
to the officials and guards and aslcM 
them to forgive him any wrong that he 
might have done to them. 

Once the bodies had slopped 
swaying the executioner went about 
his macabre job. Within pro miniices 
he was descending the cemented steps 
on the eastern side of the squure, ei^t 
by eight feet, cemented pit. He was 
accompanied hv two assisi.uiis He 
went up to BUla's dangling body, 
caught hold of the handcuffs that tied 
Billa's hands behind his beck end 

K lltd tht body down and jerked it. 
e eaecuiioner’s iMistants each 
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ClUfbt a foot of Ranga'f and jerked 
bim down, ft was from &i|ka*s stocky 
body that life departed first. fUnxa 
bad to be given two or three jerks. 
Once, as his nerves strained against 
the aaphyeiaiion, Ranga*i knees bent e 
little in $ last flicker of movement. It 
turned out later that the rope hed 
slipped a little on Ranga‘s neck. The 
knot, which should have been behind 
the ears, had moved towards the front. 

For nearly 48 minutes the two 
bodies hung down from the wooden 
beams above the bleck pit, one to¬ 
wards (be north and the otnar towards 
the south. Even e$ they hanged there, 
the resident nsedical orfker took their 

C ’ le. eearched for the vague heart- 
t with his stethoscope and shone a 
pockat torch Into their eyes before he 
proneuAced that the death sentence 
iied bean carried out. After the execu¬ 
tioner lowered the two bodies to the 
bottom of the pii and removed the 
rupee, jail employees stripped them of 
the black Jturra and pyjama that had 
been given to them that morning. 
PyjMmu that did not even have a cora 
to lighten the^ with. They hed been 
Worn by the two simply ^ knotting 
the top band across the waist. When he 
died Billa't eyes were cJoaed and his 
mouth open only a wee bit on the side. 
Range died with hii eyes open, bia 
ewuth agape becausmhe kept on talk* 
ing to himself beneath the mask. The 
niled bodies were pieced on stretch¬ 
ers and covered with white sheets. 
Renta's brother. Hr Surendra Pal 
Sln^ hed been ^ed to cone and the 
body was handed over to the four 
relatives allowed inside. They to^ 
him awty In a hearse they bed 
brought. 

Outside were nearly SO of Range's 
relatives end a few school friends frain 
hia home town Paolpet and from other 

K ces in Punjab who had kept a vigil 
n tbe early hours of the morning 
now collapsing into tears, now conscH- 
ing each other with the memon of 
Raw’s last wish, (hat (hey should not 
cry ror him when he was gone. Many of 
them had met Ranga the previous 


afternoon and seen for themselves the 
smiling and cheerful face that he had 
put iip. Ibough that was not enough to 

S *vt strenmh to his ajung parents. His 
tber hao been struu almost speech* 
less and his mother bad wept ell day 
on 30 January. Concerned femily 
members forced them to go beck to 
Panipat that evening Tbe jail manual 
permits f2 male rmatives of a sent¬ 
enced prisoner to witness the hanging. 
But fUnga’s brother was persuaded ^ 
family members tp abstein, to avoid 
seeing his only broths hang, a sight 
which mi^i have haunted him for the 
rest of hit life. 

For Bilta, however, there wea no- 
b«Ry et hand—neither his okorher nor 
his two brothers. Bombay was too far 
away from Tihar Jail for them to come 
to retrieve the lifeless corpse of a men 
who bid turned bis back on them ooce 
again only last Hovember, a bare 69 
days before be was finally hanged. His 
mother, who years ago had anempttd 
to reform ber juvtnllo delinquent son. 
could oot control ber anger when she 
met him In November. His bmbert 
blamed him for tbe Ul*repute he had 
brought upoo them and BQla, with the 
sudden venom and ferocity thet his 
psychotic mind often becene prey tOi 
Km fold them rudelyi Okay, you look 
ef^'yourselvts and TU look after 
jdysou. On 31 January, about 2S mi¬ 
nutes after the deed Range was taken 
away m a hearse to the electric cream- 
toHuffl located between the Red Fort 
end the river Jemuna near the old 
railway bridge, at 10.49 am a jail 
picki^ van hMded for the same aes* 
tination. Thus ended BiUa's life, un* 
Umcated and unregreiied. 

N either Billa nor Range ware able 
to sleep on the night before (he 
hangitig. though Billa would intermit¬ 
tently lie down for* an hour. or so. 
Throughout the night be was viiRKd by 
a nuBiMr of officials end was ailed to 
confess the (ruth about the muraer of 
Oeele and San^ey Cbopri in t97R But 
he stuck to tbe very last to hii^fluim 
that he was innocent, a claim Wfiicb is 
not believed by Delhi policemen who 


kmn lor an hour.or au. 
the night be was viHtKd by 


kindled the case, s claim which drew 
from a jail warder the bitter comment: 
*‘BUU was s real bastird." On the 
night of 30 January, Billa acknow¬ 
ledged eight murders he had commit¬ 
ted lA Bombay but insisted that nc^ 
body wanted to listen to him about the 
Chcwa ^ildren murder case. 

When fail officials finiUy let him be, 
Billa retreated behind the wall of 
silence thet he hed built around him 
throughout his solitary confinement a( 
Tiber. On 30 January evening tome of 
the guards told Billa to pray to God for 
blatiings for his soul. Bills replied, “1 
don’t warn to sully Cod's name by 
associating it with my wretched s«lf.^ 
this is in Marp contrast to Range, who 
turned religious shortly after he was 
imprisoned.. Around S.30 am on 31 
January. Ranga lit incense sticks in hii 
cell and began a pujM, He had spent 
the whole night sitting by the iron grill 
gate of his five feet by ten feat cell 
talking to the guards. With two blank¬ 
ets wrapped around him to ward off 
the January cold of Delhi, he sang 
Sikh devotional hymns from the Cur* 
belli, chatted with the guards end 
regaled them with Jokes. He also re¬ 
cited e ballad he had written to damn 
BilU. What a friend you are, went the 
words, that in e Vief season of 
friendship you have brought me here 
at death's door. 

A cup of tea was served to Billa end 
Range at 1.30 in tha night and at seven 
in tnv morning. Thou^ neither of 
them slept through the night, they hed 
eaten dinner—tour roris, dee/ and a 
vegetable mil. They had been eaiine 
their meals throughout the last week 
though Ranga knew on 20 January (he 
had e small transistor radio in his cell) 
end Bills on 21 January that death was 
round the cwner since Renga’s review 
petition had been reject^ by the 
Supreme Court of India. When after 
their dinner on 30 January the guards 
told them that they would lie served 
tee at night, BMla kepi asking when it 
would come. 

Shortly after the cup of tea in the 
morning, (he jail superintendent came 










tu them and read oui the execution 
w«irTant$ in Hindi. Superiotendent 
Wnhra was accompanied by the resi¬ 
dent medical officer, Dr D. V, Devgun, 
and a sub^msional magistrate. Mr G. 

S Jeiya. A formal identification <d the 
two ctindemned men fvas recorded by 
the magistrate and they were asked tu 
make their last wU. They are under* 
Htuod to have told the three officials 
that they* had nothing with them to 
bequeath to anybody. They ajmply 
asked that whatever papers they had 
should be sent to their families. While 
the death warrant was being read our 
to him, Range shouted the Sikh slogan, 
“Ju bole sau nrhaf.'* 

Fur their morning bath both BilU 
and Range wanted warm water. They 
bathed under the supervision of the 
executioner, under whose charge they 
had h^n put in the morning After the 
hath they were given twu sets of hlack 
prison clothes, as distinct from the 
white khadi kurta and pyjetna they 
had been wearing all tnis time at 
Tihar. The fetters binding their feet 
and hands were removed. Then their 
hands were tied behind their bucks 
with handcuffs and they svere taken to 
the allows. 

while they were bathing. BUIa asked 
for II towel, at which Ranga quipped. 
"Why do you want i toweJ? Are you 
going in a haraat?" This was one of the 
few exchanges the two had had during 
rhe last ten days, when they had 
almiAl stopped talking to each other. 
The evening before, they avoided each 
other during the tehehyec (permitted 
walkl in the duty cuuriyara of ward 
No. 16. Bathed, wearing the doomed 
set of newly stitched clothes. Billa and 
Rangy were handcuffed and the hand 
cuffs linked to a thick rope. Six guards 
surrounded each i*f them. As they 
came out of their respective cells, 
numbers one and two. they' saw a 
horde of ZOO guards on either side of a 
narrow corridor leading in the execu* 
tinn square. Ranga had requested that 
inceniie Micks Iw lit down the path 
from hjs cell to (he scaffold. But the 
smoke of the dhoopbatri could hardly 
he seen in the melee of guards. 

Right from the beginning it was 
Range who had the first turn. He was 
handcuffed first and asked to stand 
outside. Billa was taken out of his cell 
almost (WO minutes later. Then at 7.SS 
am they marched the 50 yards to the 
other side of the dreaded high wall, 
Ranga leading the way and wishing 
.Sar sri ifkat lo the guards. Bill a. fob 
lowed five to sU steps behind, his lips 
quivering in nervthisness. The .wooden 
platform on which they were asked to 
stand was some two and a half feet 
above ground level. The execuekuier 
tied iheir feet with a strong, white 
rnpe. Again Ranga was the first to 
have the heMian rope noose descend 
upon him. He was the one officials had 
expected to become nervous or faint. 
But it was Billd who was fighting lo 
iivvrcome his jittery nerves and even- 
luully calming down slightly. 

*rhe lever which the executioner 
pulls ar Tihar jarl is like a skinny 
railway signal switch, jutting out of 




Raiiga.* saw geeueif as a merryr 

(he ground at a slight angle. As soon as 
the execuiloner movent, • rod of steel 
(wiya) IS pulled out from the hinges 
of the two wooden frames that make 
up the eight feet by eight feet plat¬ 
form on which the condeatnodmen 
stand. There are two beans in Tihar 
jail's hanging yard so (vru can be 
hanged simultaMcusly. On 31 January 
ai I am, as the jail superintendent's 
right arm fell from just above eye* 
level to his side, the eaKuiioner pul¬ 
led the lever and there was (he knid 
crash of the vrouden frames falling io 
(he sides. 

I t was not tUl ten minuies after eight 
that the impact of what had hap* 
pened was felt outside Tihar jail 
among Rank's relatives, ti wav a 
that nad stopped looking at 
watches a few mimiies hikore 
It. At ten pasi eight the truth 
10 to Sink in, questions began to be 
. when exactly the body would 
landed over. A few relaiives began 
to protest that the death sentence was 
a poliricaJ decision. Memories flooded 
hack about Range's first mevtirtg with 
brother Surendra Pal Singh after the 
police caught up with Ranga and Billa. 
Sureodra Pol Sin^ is reported to have 
asked, "You worthless wretch, tell me. 
did you kill the children with your own 
harm?'' No, said Ranga. I did not kill 
them myself. "Then.** said his brother, 
*1 will fight your case.** Relatives 
outside Tihar pointed out that Suren- 
dra Pal did everything possible for his 
brother but if this was Ood's vnsh. 
what could they do. On 30 January, 
when nearly 40 relatives met Ranga 
some 12 hours before the execution. 
Ranu's father asked him wheckiei he 
owed any money to anybody. No. re¬ 
plied Ranga. He touched everybody's 
feet and said again and again that 
what he wanted most was that they 
shwld nol weep after he was gone. 
That if they wept his sou) would not 
rest io peace. Avked where he warned 
his ash« to be immersed. Rann re¬ 
quest^ them to cremate his in Delhi 
but take his ashes lo Kiritpur Saheb. 
near Ananipur Saheb. ihe fwlv centre 


of the Sikhs where GuruTegh Bahedur 
martyred. For it was a imnyr that 
Ranga saw hiroself as at the end. It was 
an illusion he needed to face death 
and accept it as the punishment for his 
very first involvement in the heinous 
crime of murder. 

However, a police officer, who 
chased Billa and Ranga in Delhi and 
Agra in 1978, said categorically that 
Ranga had to be considered a partner 
in tlw crime even if he had nni nimself 
slaughiered (he Chopra children. He 
said. "These two had raped the girl 
twice. She succumbed to iheir desire 
because she was begging fur her 
brother's life but they did not spare 
him. Ranga did not do anything to save 
(he children. You know, a police party 
came from Bombay m Delhi during the 
.days thai the children were missing. 
They had caught one of Billa's friends 
at Bombay who told them that the two 
were in Delhi. The Bombay poUcemm 
told us clearly that these two would 
kill the children, that was their modus 
operamfj. And that is what happened." 

On the 3tst morning (here were 
others besides Range's relatives out¬ 
side Tihar jail. A crowd of over ont 
thousand strong swarmed the road in 
from. The closed the deploy¬ 

ment of a huge police force, the grief 
(if relaiives and friends, all made up 
the taoiasAa that the crowd had come 
tu witness. It fed their vicarious ntedi 
fiw sensationalism; they could say they 
had been outside the jail when Billa 
and Ranga died. But inside the jail 
there was sombre despair. This was 
the first hangmK in Delhi since 1978, 
when Amrit Bhushan Gupta had been 
executed for burning to death the 
three children of a nurse in Srioivas- 
pun, a south Delhi neighbourhood. For 
the jail superintendent, (he medical 
officer and the sub-divisional iMKis- 
traie, it was the first hanging they 
supervised. As a special gesture, the 
two condemned men were allowed to 
May in adjacent cells on the last night. 
Normally prisoners ih the death rows 
are tMX kepi in adjacent celb. And 
(heir cells are changed at least once a 
day. 

With the death of Bil|a and Ranga, 
the thread of life runs a bll^orter for 
the three men they have left behind in 
the double-row cells of the ward. 
1t, >se three are Mao bool Butt, conde¬ 
mned for a bank robbery in which the 
bank manager was killed, and Djagar 
and iCanar Singh, ennvined for having 
murdered the wife of Dr N. S. Jain, 
There is something in the air (hat tells 
the loners in the condemned cells 
about things hamning beyond the 
walls of the ward. Once the Supreme 
Court decided (bat Billa and Ranga 
shoidd be hanged to death at 8 am on 
31 januaiy, the jail authorities stop¬ 
ped Maqbool Butt's morning newspap¬ 
er so that he might not know, in block 
and white, that with the two on their 
way out, the tine was drawing near for 
the other three. But for Maqbool Butt 
and the other two. the very fact that 
the newspapers had nopptd was sig¬ 
nal enough and their ^srits dropped 
after that. • 
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T he rtlka between (he forei^ 
ministers of Icidii tod Piku* 
ten have gone better than 
expected It wts improb^le, 
perbeps impoeuble, that the 
first round of teJks between then 
would produce t treaty of non* 
aiirettion. as Indit would like to call 
it. or i no-war pact as Pakistan would 
say. Therefore, the absence of one 
does not disappoint me. But I an 
unpressed with the evidence that In* 
die has given very serious and cpn* 
structlve consideration to ways of rul* 
Ing out war between the two countries, 
that the exercise will continue with 
some measure of hope that it just 
Bimht succeed. 

ina ffloei laportani evidence, happi* 
ly. is in the joint itaiement by the two 
foreign mmlsiers, not m unilaterai 
remarks by either. It says a non* 
agfression agreement between them 
"would taake a positive contribution 
to peace and stability in the region.’* 
Thus, the idea of a no war paa floated 
by Pakistaa is no longer being treated 


CHOPIU 


as a *propa|anda ploy* to quote the 
scathiag phnat usm for it our top 
leaden not ao tool age. 

Therefore, it is Important that Mr 
Agba Shahi was able to say at the 
preaa eooferenae. with Mr fUo sirtiaa 
by Ills that "«c have coDvineeo 
the ladian tide that ours is a sincere 
and genuine offer.* It is even more 
imporunt that the two foreign minis* 
ten were jointly able to say that their 
discussion had “sufficiently cleared 
the air to facilitate specific considara* 
tion of the elements which could coo- 
stliute the subetance of such an agree* 
ment* and "a measure of mutual 
understanding was reached qn a num¬ 
ber of these eleasentn* 

When they were nslied to say what 
were some of these elements, both 
foreign aunistars were disappolatlng: 
their answers were skimpy, evamyn, or 
both. But it is encouraging that they 
agreed upon a very early foUowtm of 
their discussloas: officials will pAck up 
the thread in Islamabad, no later than 
the eod of this oionth and probably as 


early as the middle, to consider “the 
proposed aleoenis" further. Progreu 
maoe st that time, according to Mr 
Agha Shabii night darermine a tine 
frame for an agreement to be reached. 

But more encouraging Is Mr Kara* 
tlnha Rao’t comneni that further dis* 
cussien would«“l am sure take us to a 
state which will ]aad^lB to fulfilment 
of me objective with which Mr Agha 
Shabi came here.” We have come • 
long way indeed from the days only a 
couple m months ago when Mrs Gan* 
dhi and Mr Naraiimha Rao, through 
direct statements of their own or 
through stories inspired in the press 
by external affairs ministry sources, 
were putting It our that even diKus* 
sloos about a nowar pact, let alone an 
agreement, were impossible because 
Pekiftan was only indulging in a fake 
exercise for propaganda purposes. 
Some ghosts were exorcised at the 
press conference, some by Mr A^a 
Shahi, a few more by Mr Narasiiua 
Rao, and since eacB spoke in the 
presence of the other it is reasonable 


All Ufij/es; (Ml lo right f Sunsimh* Rev. Airs Indira Gandhi and Agha Shahi 











10 muBW (hat notcbor wts punina 
unaccoptabte words into the other's 
south and neither fouod in the other's 
interpTMOTion of events any for 
recording nental resenreiions> let 
alone for givini rebuttals. 

Mr Agha Shahi made it clear that far 
f^iQ trying to by pass the Simla 
^reement. a no'war ^t would reef- 
finn end reinforce it. The pnnciple of 
bilateralism written into the agree* 
mem would be "faithfully respected* 
b^ Pekistan. But he also added, very 
rubtly. that such a pact would neither 
add anything to. nor take away any* 
ihing from the provisions of the Simla 
Agreement about Kashmir In uther 
words, it would leave them un* 
effected—and we in India ne^ to 
remind ourselves again that the Simla 
Agreement does not debar Pakistan 
from raising the Kashmir issue 
bilarerally or in any other way that 
may be mutually a^eed upon. 

But it was in relation lo Kashmir 
that the Pakistan foreign minister ei* 
orcised the most obsiinaie ghost, 
though he did it with all the delicMcv 
required because of the emutions ihe 
issue used to evoke in Pakistan not mi 
long ago. He was reminded by a corres 
pendent that for years pas(. when 
India proposed the outlawing of war 
between (he twu countries Pakistan 
used lu reply that the outstanding 
issues, notably the Kashmir disputa, 
must be resolved before war could be 
ruled out. Me was asked whether this 
was so inday as well. Ho replied. 
“There has been some progress sn 
respect of this approach.* a remark 
which ought to be read along with 
president Zia's m Pans a couple of 
weeks ago that it was a mistake vn the 

f srt of the previous govemmenrs of 
akistin not to have accepted India*! 
own 30'Vear*old offer of a nn-war pact. 

Also alongside this “progress* 
should be read Mr Agha Shahi’s own 
remark at the press conference (hat “a 
change was brought about by the Sim¬ 
la Agreement” (which rules out use of 
force to alter the ceasefire line un* 
ilaterally I If he had been more candid 
he could also have added that a 
change hid been brought about in the 
events which preceded the Simla 
Agreement. If tne agreement forbids 
Che use of force to alter the status quo 
in Kashmir, these events must have 
driven home the lesson that war with 
India also does not help Pakistan to 
solve any problem to Its letiifaciion. 

Mr iUm Sh&hi, to whom Mr Kara* 
limha Rao courteously gave the first 
and often exclusive opportunity of 
handling queitions, also set at rest a 
few other speculationt and it is good 
that here he sras a little roora forth* 
right. First, i no*vrar pact would net of 
itself affect Pakisnn't plans to acquire 
more arms in pursuit of its "sovereign 
right to defend itself*. It is good to m 
clear whera we stand on this when 
discussions resume. etpedeUy If and 
w hen they again ascendto the political 
level. Afflbigoiry on this point at this 
It age would lead to a repetition, which 
is avoided, of the mutual luapi- 


Who tripped up on the 
"treaty"? 


I n the four aantha aioce Pakistan 
began its "peace offensive,* Indi* 


an diplofflacy, on this Quesnoo. has 
been hamhanded and clumsy, fiv* 
ing the inpmdoQ that bwa is 
running sca^ in front of a Pakis¬ 
tan pursuing it vrith tbe oUve 
branch. Mr Nansimba Rao's claim 
(hat hb response to Pikiscaa't offer 
of a no-war pact waa always podtive 
is simply not correct. But if poddve 
IS what he wanted it to be, (hen on 1 
February he sh owed how lasily we 
have gofw about it. 

At hi! joint prew conference with 
Mr Agha mhi. a correspondent 
reminded him (hat some weeks 
he had described Pakistan's oHtr 
as "a trap.” He deniad ha had ever 
said so, but did fMK deny-that the 
statement had been attributed to 
him. Then he added a rather sheef^ 
ish reason for not contradicting the 
sTatement: "Well 1 (bought now 
that you people have aaid It. I may 
let it be* (or words to that effect). 

Long before (bis stateneni was 
attributed to him. Mr Rao as well as 
Mn Gandhi were aware, or should 
have been, that Pakistan bad seised 
(he initiative in a matter of some 
consequence and the world would 
watch India's response with some 
interast. Therefore, if a statement 
of such a definite character was 
wrongly attributad to him, Mr Rao 
should AM have just "let it be.” It 
should have bew corrected, and 
ample cppoctunitiea were available 
to him IQ the iveltcr of direct aad 
indirect statements which Indian 
auihoritiei aad "sourtea” were 
tnaking or iospiring at that tiM. It 
would not have-b e en necessary to 
rake up chit instance of the misprO’ 
jection of India’s point of view, a 
phenemeoea aet rare by any 
meani, were it dm for tbe fact that 
it haa DOW r ec uf rerf ia atiU more 
Dotewonhy brcumitances. 

Hn gave India as aacel* 

lent gening (or seisiAg tbe ioltU' 
tiva. out soasevrhere down the line 
there baa been a serioua bit of 
mlifieldini When the vtiltiiii jour 
aaliact from Pakistan met Mrs oan* 
dhi, on# of them aaked her about 
the Indo-Soviet Traatv of 
Friendship. In a reply srida sba 
gave ns though rim was making an 
off •the'Cuff and impromptu reaiark, 
DM oeaot to ba taken aeriouriy. aha 
said India was willing to clfD fvich a 
treaty with PakistaA also. 

Tht next day tba odfidal public¬ 
ity machine pmuced a tranacripi 
in which thia offer gets the pride of 
place, and judging by the dismay 
given to the oNer in the Delhi 
aeweps^ert the next day, iha offi¬ 


cial briafiog given to Indian jour* 
niliits also Treated the offer as the 
bighligbr of the day. Hie very next 
day, however, an official spokes* 
man was quoted in some of the 
major Indian newspapers as play¬ 
ing down tbe whole thing ano dis- 
BLisalng Mrs Gandhi's remark as 
casual Of rhetorical. 

The fl)ystary did not end there. 
When the Pakistan foreign minis* 
ter, Mr i^ht Shihl. called cn the 
Prime Minister on rhe pMiultimare 
day d the talks, the repeatrri the 
offer (0 him at well, clearly im* 
plying that she was making it 
seriouriy A Prime MinJsrer does 
not make ef^lb^€uff remarks of 
this nature to a foreign minister 
who has come for fonDtl negotli* 
tloos of an important bnd. 

But no one in New Delhi evgn 
heard about rius until well after Mr 
Agha Shahi'a departure, and as for 
the official Indian mschinefy using 
tbe offer for helping India to regain 
the diplomatic initiative, Mn Gan¬ 
dhi might have been talking to a 
blank wall. It was nnly when Mr 
Agha Shahl arrived at uhore and 
told Pakistani loumaUsts about li, 
and only when that report 
appeared in the Jodlar. newspapers 
on 2 February that Indian rradera 
cane to know that Mrs Gandhi bad 
considered her offer serious 
enough to have repeated It to (he 
visUing foreign mlniater In the 
meantime, the opportunity bad 
been loet of telling the world that 
QM only was India no longer drag- 

f iftg her feet in responding to the 
akistan offer of a no*war pact but 
had actually responded with an 
offer of something much bigger. 

Also, in the meantime. 

Shahl had used the opportunity of 
the very well-actendad world presa 
conference in New Delhi on (ha 
afternoon of 1 February to *ay that 
Mre Gandhi's offer of a fnandship 
treaty in bar talk wkh Pakistani 
journalists meetit oorhing more 
than Pakistan's offer of a no-war 
pact since the eaaanrial provliieni 
of a treaty of friaadshlp wera the 
same as « a no-war pact. 

Mr Agha Shahi ia su^ a Neasonad 
diplomat that be knows perfectly 
wall how much more imple and 
poiltlvf a treaty of friendship Is. 
compared with a nn.war nact. if he 
went out cd hia way tn put a veil on 
tbe difference it 1% only because he 
ia ilao i qukfc-wittea and quick- 
footed pubWry and public reU* 
bona expert and know^ how to 
outsmart an opponent or to tike 
•dvaaiaga of mi lapse, fionicont, 
aomawhare hu soma vxplajnlni to 
do. 
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doa of backtracinR or deception which 
occurred Use lummer when, soon efter 
Mr Rao scid Indie recognised PehU 
ten’s right to acquire arms for defence, 
Pe|(is(en vrent in for arm which tndie 
considered to be in exceM of PehU* 
tan's “Jegitimate** needs. 

Where do we go then from here) 
This round of talks has certainly left 
the idea of a non aggresslen apee- 
ment more alive than deadi but any* 
thing can happen either way at the 
next round or talks. I am reminded of 
what happened In another February, 
19 years age; *ln the wake of the 
Sifto-India f^Ang in 1962. the United, 
Sutes and &iuie jointly pressurised 
India into discussing Kashmir with 
Pakiitan The flrac round, in Tslama* 
bad, was as chilly as could be. The 
second, in New Delhi, witnessed a 
thaw and some progress. But it is ibe 
third, in Karachi that I an thinking 
about. 

On the second or third day of this 
found there was great eKiiement 
when a rumour went around that an 
igrecnent had been reached in princi* 
pL to partition Kashmir and thus end 
the dlspuu The ceasefire line, mod¬ 
ified here and there would serve as Che 
Um of partition, end all that remained 
CO discuss was the “modifications.'* 


The witemaM rose stiU higher when 
a Pakistani official was seen carrying a 
map of Kaalpiur into the room in which 
the two ford^ ministers* Mr Swaran 
Singh and Mr Bhutto were meeting If 
I recall correctly, the venue was the 
officid residence of Mr Bbuno. 

Prafeasionallsm took the better Of 
aaiionel loyalties end a few Indian and 
Pakistani jounaiLsrs. colleagues and 
friends in the days before (be perOrioo 
of India, began a joiM inveaiigarion. 
and before the evening was out they 
discovered that the whole thing was a 
hoax. Mr Bhutto indicated a line which 
left only one and a half dietricts of 
Jammu oa the Indian side of the line 
of partition. Mr Swaran Singh was 
approached in the evening at the resi¬ 
dence of Mr G. Paithsanha. at that 
tiffie the Indian high commisaioner in 
Karachi, for the Indian versioa of the 
line. He took out a handkerduef-sised 
map, said "the line is sooewbere 
here." and put his hand on the map in 
cover the whole area from Leh to 
Sialkot. Well, almost. 

I am not saying that a repeat pf the 
hoo is wbat we ere going to get this 
time. Attitudes are far more realistic 
now end ibe environment more serious 
still. Besides, neither Indie nor Pakis¬ 


tan has been driven againas its will ^ 
tbe DcgorfiKing table and dpes not 
have to resort to tricks to wH^e out 
of tbe situatkon. 

But it Is true that we are discussinga 
specific proposal Without having adls* 
quatnly con^ered the overall frame. I 
am not implying here that India and 
Pakistan should first evolve agreed 
lecuriw per ce ptions before they sign a 
peel. There Mr Agha Shahi is Aad 
right, that if we cannot yet have the 
former let us at least begin with tbe 
latter. In fact the disagreement about 
overviews makes this limited agree* 
ment still more relevimt. 

What 1 am implying is that we 
should make* up our minds whether 
peace between the two neighbours is 
more important for both of them, and 
more important for etch that the other 
should M stable and safe, or whether 
the interests of either are served by 
instabiUty in the other leading to its 
collapse It is possible to bend policies 
either way. But which way is better? 
Once that Is decided, achieving a no¬ 
war pKt will be no problem. And until 
this is decided even a treaty of 
friendship will be only a scrap of 
peper, ro be bldwn away by the winds 
of convenience at a time either side 
may choose. 


"The no'war pact might not 
constitute a guarantee, 
but it helps reinforce trust" 


Mr Abditl Sarrar is one ambosaedor 
who has managed to cfiann New Doihi. 
His offons to owM (he c/imate of msst 
iffd frfendsAip wftick ere winJ iogre* 
dtenrs of ine fiido-Pakistee Mfe* 
riooship have done as muck as aB;^ 
chiAg e/se ro bring the two coustrsee to 
i irruatjon where sastmmg of war cries 
there ere distuttioiu ebout pMce. 
Midhv Join met him et hie home in 
Sew Delhi to ulk about the current 
state of fndo-Fak reietions. InddentaJ- 
fy, among thepferures that ere'pnmsB' 
enrty di^layed is a signed portrait of 
former ^ime Minuter Morarii Petal 

g : Was the outcome of (he 
recent talks between, Mr 
Agha Sbahi and Mr Sera- 
siashaMtno and Mrs Cendhi 
as exm^? 

n Mr Bmini came here, it was 
not quite clear whether the two coun¬ 
tries would embark on an exercise to 
conclude an agreement. *111610 was a 
proposal about a security agreemeni 
which has to be drafted to be mutually 

acceptable to both sides. That if the 
next stage. We have agreed to cry to 
. work out a ooo-aggresaion agreement 
between tbe two countriesi the eon* 
tents end what is to be put in have to 
be discussed. 

There is so much talk about war 
between our two countriea ts there 
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one around the comerf And do you 
chiok chat enr progiaes tow a rd s peace 
can be made u such an agitated 
atmoephmre? 

A: rro gr e s s *hes definitely been 
Blade. But (he druftiog will be diffi¬ 
cult: not only in just tbe verbal, but 
also la the conceptual. We uodereeti* 
mate ^proMems which remain. Uo- 
fomineteJy, we have e long histoiV of 
mutual susDidon. whkh casts a she- 
dow on tbe tuture. Ilierefore. when we 



embark on the consideratiun of a new 
idea, we are inevitably hunied by fears 
of deceptions end traps. Boih sides 
should give tbefflseivas the chance to 
adopc a patient attitude. 

Q. But don V you think that the two 
gove/nments are racking rbjAgs ar the 
wrong end? Instead of talks at the top, 
wouldn't it be better to concentrate on 
the gut feelings of distrust and hatred 
that people on both sides of the border 
here for each other? I bfJieve tex¬ 
tbooks in Pakistan still refer to Indians 
as the enemy, our films are oot 
alJoafed to be seem and Hindus are 
referred ro as kafirs. 

A: I think it is the other wey round. 
The hope Ues in the new generation 
which is not obsessed by the trauma of 
1947 which they bring into bilateral 
relatkms. Thu is a refreshing outlook; 
(hey don^ want to be tied down by the 
bitterness of the past. I have met 
people in universities here...and my 
own nephew in Pakistan and his 
friends—they tell me chat they are not 

inieresiedfr wasting time on the past. 

Q: Yes^tat tbe feeiiags of mistrust 
continue. 

A; 1965 and 1971 have left a legacy 
whkb we can leave eside. And many of 
the older leaders keep on discusring 
what might have been—how partition 
might have been prevented etc. «And 
th^ la Pakistan, there is-one view* 




pdax «hkh.baliev«c tMi bsdii is moi 
r«coMU»d to! tbo idc* of Pilusna. Id 
fact, wliOA«m.p«o^ isk m *De you 
kiWwso aod ^...?" or how it used lobe 

(beforr t947Vaj>eeetion U • Mfi- 
eivO one. 1 suidlj leU tIiMi chat 1 first 
cUne to Indie in 1971 end that I don't 
know an; m’47 people in the novtfn* 
Rent. Hie Dead of the Pakistan Toreitf 
offke ioined the service in 1949. Lt 
Getierti Arif, who came isirh Mr Shehi 
this tiMe» joined the ana; is 1944. It is 
a new leneration at the helm of 

affelit. 

Q: Wilt thli new fenerarton do 
bemr? 

A: I am optinisik ebout the Inpect 
of the new aeneration on the ceune of 
bilateril reTatiens. We are oov preec* 
copied, in both eounims. with econO' 
mic issuee and lau with the political 
ones. Therefore we realise ibe need to 
vent divenion of resoonea to do* 
ence. 

Or hot both couorrMo coofinoo to 
r/offe their sheppin$^ Un for ansa. 
At TO tone eatani this is inevitable, 
and will continue. More so in Pakisten. 
We have no iodigenous arms indutti;. 
even have to Import our trucks end 


The relationship be¬ 
tween India and Pakis¬ 
tan is too much a mat¬ 
ter of atmosphere and 
too little of substance. 


'nsi. 




to 


we 


jeeps, not to menaon aircraft. There 
cannot be en eiid to the acquisition of 
arms, but raducrtoo, jes. 

Q: Did the Usve ofredecthn of amt 
come up during the niksf 

A: when there is en increase in 
confidence between the two countriae 
there can be apropoeal for (be reduc* 
tion of arms. Tne; can then esiabliih 
certain arms ratios betwe a n the two 
eouAiries to reduce the level... 

Q- t^et was the Pakroren reacts 
to Mrs Cendhi^ MgfeotfCNi about a 
/rierrdship treat;? 

A: We were impreseed by the pood- 
will reflected in her tteiemeni that 
whethar there was e no^wer pact or 
not, India would never attack Pakii* 
tan This was owsi readily wakooed 
in Pakisun. It indicates that wa will be 
able to negotiate a treaty because this 
is basically what has to be fomulised 
in treaty fanguage. Moreover, (his in* 
dicetas a raadlness to oegotiata ■ 
traaty. Whether we are ready for a 
trtat^at this stage is net so ean to 
say. .^irc is • technical problem. 
There are two ki^ds of treaties: bi¬ 
lateral ones, and those which are 
against a third country. In the Indo* 
Swiet treeo there are some aspects 
which provided for cooperation 
(ween two cousfrias against a third 
couDtry. Though no names an me^ 
lioned. It is mere than jPst bilateral, 
and a step in the direction an 
atlianee. Aether we have reached 
that stage U a matter to be discuaaed. 
Flm the confidence between the two 
of us should be esciUisbed. 

Q: And the talks oi war? 

A: Tbare is oo war psycheus in the 
PiUsteni media. But there is feir...iB 
the Miisa that Pakistaa b today stock 
by the Maseace of e superpower 
astride ihe paesen 1 don't remember 
such a aeast of ineecurtty in receai 
tittas...OBr preoccupetiMs are with a 
(hraat from the west. We ere alao 


for a politicel sdutioo of the 
Igbaittan crisis. The prospect s beva 
brtghtehded. A represeoiative of the 
secretary general lof the Uaited Na* 
tions) is ea pected. There wiD be tri* 
latoral negotiatioiis between Iran, 
Pakistan and a representative of the 
People's Pemecraik Party of Afghe- 
rdstan: we say party because neither 
Pakisten nor Iran recogntses the pt^ 
sent govemmeot. 

PaMan, on its part, is prepared lo 
provide India with all assurances 
against intcHerance from the Pakista¬ 
ni sidv. 

0. Why does Pbktscaa nor aifew 
tediaii futaM? 

A: The first reason is (hat we want to 
pratect our domestic iadoatry, which is 
a much younger one. We are afraid of 
being overwhelmed if restricOoot on 
imports are not placed. Secoodly, 
(him b no agreemeni on (he eachenge 
off films. Then then are new (eciers in 
(ha litueiion. Tbe Amritsar TV trans* 
miner b on our border. tVenty*five 
per earn of our population cen watch 
ui^aii films oo your TV chanoeL..but 
both gove m merits are far bablnd (he 
timea. They dont realbe that people 
watch televbioa for entertainment, 
eo( for propaganda. If there b ^op- 
agenda on Amnisar TV. they twitch to 
Pakistan TV. and vice versa. Our TV b 
very good, and b resptmble for tha 
decuM of our cinema iodustiy^^V 
of our populatioo watch 

Q: Why deer it take you so iottg ro 
issue visas to Xodiaos^ Voo rake moch 
/ongar than we do. 

A: According to the vba agreeBeni, 
persons of dmded famiUea, oilghms. 
traders and officials can go from one 
country to tha ocher. We receive about 
7.000 appKcarions a month. Il b not 
enough, tbere b no provision for vbei 
to tourists as sudi. However, it all 


There is a fear in 
Pakistan that India 
might aspire to domin¬ 
ate smaller countries. 
But I think that India's 
diplomacy In the con¬ 
text of regional coop¬ 
eration has been very 
provident and farsight¬ 
ed and-contributed to 
a lessening of that 
apprehension. 


depends on the situation. Thera was a 
request tor e visa yesterday evening, it 
was given ehb morning. 

The main prablem is to prevent 
people from ^ng for purposes other 
then those they say. People ask for a 
visa for a month and stay for a 
yeaf..«van their relatives get fed up. 

It b not I security problem. At w 

f ’ven time, there might be 20,000 
sUsienis in Indie and 10,000 Indiana 
in Pakistan. 

Q: Have relatives arniallv com* 
pjtioed to you about guests wno have 
“overstayed." 

A: Ves. 

Q: Why do .you rertrict (he number 
of places pewle can viiit? 

A: Four or five years ago, whan visas 
were not require it afl. our foreign 
minister said that two new shrines 
should be opened for visits. Now, it is 
four. But I hope there will be visas 
allowtag people to go when and where 
thto like. It takM nne... the bitiemesi 
of (947 KhU, the inhunanlty of man 
to nan, was a sobering experience to 
ell of us: if we think wt are civilised 
we would not have done what wo did. 
And then (he bitterness of 1947 wu 
prolonged by the diipuies which 
erese one hoped that the leaders of 
(bat time would have resolved li. 

0 ; you mean Xaskmir? 

A: That we have referred to in (ha 
Simla Agreement. Bui there are many 
oriier issues: the sssets end UabilitJes 
after *47... 

Q: put Kashmir remains the issue. 
What It your mcrioir to Faroeq Abdul¬ 
lah’s statements that Fakiatan- 
occupied Kashmir. Asad Kashmir as 
you say, does nor belong to Pakistan? 

A: Pikiiten does not get worked up 
by (hb Ivtaiement). The Simla Agrae- 
ment has i dear provision that both 
sideican maintain (hair own positions. 
Ski^an can say that the disputed 
terri t o r y is part of Pakistan. India can 
say that it is part of India. 

<^; Bui Farooq Abdu/fth said in 
OCTober tkar refugees coming in from 
Occupied Kasfutur were riming to 
take rbeirer fa a territory which was 
their own. *’We have never accepted 
Occupied Xashmir as a part of Pakis¬ 
taa, (i fx an integrai part of India,” as 
Mr Abdullah satd-. 

A: Ibere is no alarm in Pakistan 
over v^t he says so long as vra 
continue to adhere to (he provisions of 
(lie Simla Agreement that neither ride 
wvuld use force for violation of its line 
of control. 

i: Bur Mr Abdullah said... 
i: We look at the statements of the, 
government of India. 

Q: Are tbere any Indian prisoners of 
the 1971 war left tn Pakistan, or any of 

S un h^.ns has been reported in the 
liab press? 

A: As it happens in everv conflict, 
not everyone who is killed is 
accounted for. There wart some from 
the Indian tide who remained misting, 
or were believed to be under deten¬ 
tion. There are some on our side. In 
1972 iBd 1979. the POWs were ex¬ 
changed and each government in- 
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formed the other that the mbaind 
ptraons warenot with them. The prol^ 
lam it (hat tome of the relativet be* 
Jieva that their young men are ttiU 
alive. On a number of occationi the 
governmeciT of India hat reouetted the 
•ovemment of Pakittan for funher 
mearch. tn mid*vS, I wat on ihe India 
deak. and wa asked all state author¬ 
ities to search the jails for the misting 
persons And we were told that (here 
was nobody. Simiiarly, the govern¬ 
ment of India also checked. We under 
itand the desire of the families to gar 
itiurances Wa promise (o keep 
looking. 

Q Are there any more dere/op* 
menij on this aspect? 

A; We have now asked the Indian 
government to provide us mih photo- 
graphs of the peuple. Sometunes (he 
names might be differen( and many 
mighi nc( be the tame if they are 
alive... the (wo governmentt under¬ 
stand each other, and we advite the 
{Indian I people to accept the word of 
the government of India. In Pakistan 
we have no public lobby (but we get 
Uiteri. There it alto another eltPMfli 
to (his. A number of people in jail 
declare themsehrei to be dtiaens of 
the other country bcctuie-*weU« 
maybe it it a criminal who wants to get 
out of hit native country). The two 
governments exchanged all defence 
pereonnel captured In the 71 war u 
well at pre-war civilian prisonars were 
accepted by each other. But later there 
ware cates of smugglers. caitle-Ufieri, 
etc , and apiea 

Q: Whot is the rod probfen in the 
rwo couiirrfee becoming more frieaifiy 
neigh botfrt* 

A: The reletlopthip between India 
and Pakistan is (oo much a manar of 
itmotphare ind too llttla of tubttuce. 
The atmosphtro it craetad by the 
statements of leaders. Tl*e substance 


consists of the aachange oftoodt and 
people, trade and culture. Tw leaders 
can iransform tbt atmosphere by 
statements designed to inculcate trust 
and confidence. Recently, there has 
been a change (in atmosphere) over 
the supply uf 40 aircraft to Pakistan It 
has been the bane of relations over the 
last year. The atmosphere now calls 
for Steps of various kinds. In Pakistan, 
people art baffled by the pitch and 
volume of reaction over the supply of 
40 aircraft over a five-year perwd. By 
'19gS. India would have add^ an addi¬ 
tional 2S0 aircraft in her air force. 

0: But don't you think that both 
Indio and Pakistan art being egged on 
by other notions keen to seTT their 
arms and planes to them? HbuM/fT it 
be better to be friends and not have to 
waste ail that money on arms? 

At Wa have to blame ourselves. 
Nobody forces us to buy eouipment. It 
is high time we accepts me responii* 
bility: nobody forces you to buy what 
you don't want to buy. 


I have not heard of 
ladies in Pakistan 
being prohibited from 
wearing saris; you can 
wear what you like. In 
Karachi you can see 
many saris. But they 
are not as beautiful as 
the ones you have 
here. 


trust. Mrs Gaodhi'i statement that 
even vritbout a nowar pact, indiawould 
never attack Pakistan was very reas¬ 
suring. Tlie Simla Agreement helped 
estabuih a degree of trust. We should, 
therefore, not debase the cutrenty of 
the pact. It is a necessary maans of 
regulating relations between the two 
coufltriei 

S : Do fflgny PlaJtJsre/iis think of 
la is something of a big brother? 
A; There ti a fear in Pakistan that 
India being the largest and most 
powerful rountry In South Asia, might 
aspira to dominate smeller countries. 
But I think that India's diplomacy in 
the context of regional cooperation 
has been very provident and Tarsight- 
ad and contributed to a lessening of 
that appreheniion. Whether India 
likes it or not, is the largest country it 
has the responsibility of inspiring con¬ 
fidence an tne smaller countries, tnet Jt 
will base its relations with (hem on 
principles which exist between 
sovereign states. The neighbours of 
Urge countries always have to look out 
for the protection. 

Q: Does refj^on come M as a divid¬ 
ing facror herween the countries? 

A: The Hindu-Muslim divide Is no 
longer a determinina factor uf the 
relationship batween India and Pakis¬ 
tan. For example, India has good rela¬ 
tions with so many Muslim countries, 
so why not with Pakistan? 

0: The preu rn Pakistan is supposed 
ro M quite criticef of India. For itisi' 
once, in any communal not, there are 
many exaggererjons... 

A: Well, if you compare the Indian 
and Pakistani press at the time of the 
Moradabad riots, the exaggeration was 
much larger in the Indian press. It is a 
Question of how we perceive this. 
Twenty per cent of Pakistan comprises 
of people who migrated^or children 
of thorn who migrated. They have 
milbons of relatives here and. there¬ 
fore. (hay become anxious Worry is a 
natural manifestation. Similarly, in In¬ 
dia and Pakistan, wa are identified 
with a victim of racial violence in 
Southall. This could be interpreted on 
the human plana, but the Klndu- 
Muslim isiua should not ever Influ¬ 
ence our relations. We should under¬ 
stand that there are historical, cultural 
and blood connecrioni between the 
two populations evan today. Concern 
in one country ii natural, but it should 
not be misinterpreted as intarferance. 

& Why have you banned the sari? 

A: Wa want to siomlify the drdsi in 
government offices. Men don’t have w 
wosr pants end coats in the offices. 
They wear ahetwar-kaneetes, the 
achirafl is not eieential. I have not 
hoard of ladies being prohibited from 
wearing saris. You can waar what you 
like. In Karachi you can laa many 
saris. But they are not as beautiful aa 
(he ones you have here. Thera is no 
ban on saris. 


Our foreign policy for the 

Eighties 

The ministry has made some interesting projections, reports 
_ SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA tfom New Delhi. _ 

A new forein policy outlook (ider to be their vital intereitt* The foreign office feels tht^ the 

for the Ei^iies seeas to be Tbe note ridicules big power rivalry present global poUiicel crisis can be* 
on the anvil, according td a in unambiguous terras, “the exclusive cone wcra if the “acute disparities* 
confidential note circulated concam of the big powers to improve between the haves eitd the havenots In 
to The members of the con- tbeir relenve security through uulh- the intcmational arena ere not re> 
sultetive committee of the extemaf ary strength has alto undermined their moved. “The lack of progress on global 
affairs miniitry. The foreign office io ability to control regional siiuations. ncgotietions for a new international 
New Delhi considers the sharp de- The concert of power which helped the economic ordermust dteref ore remein 
teHorition in the Easi-West relations -United Nations to put an end to many one of the principal concerns of our 
(folluwing (he Polish crisis) M the Third World conflicts in the Fifties foreign policy m xht l9S0s>* the note 
“most recent dramatic development" end the Sixties has been conspicuously savi. 

on the poliiical level in the “external absent. Neither they, nor rej^tiably What should be lndia*i rola for 
environinent"of India. In a policy note the non-aligned countries have .been “poUcy responses.* es the note calls 

B repared on the eve of the insit to New able, for instance, to bring a settle* Without naming any country the 
tlhl by the Pakiwan foreign minister, meni between Iran-lraq. two neigh- note says that the primary task ahead 

Mr Agha Shahi, the ministry has made bouring countries tngn^ in an m* ts to ^work togeihm with Uke-miDded 

"pro)Ktioni* for Indian foreign policy fr^tuoui war thai has the dubious nations to arrest and reverse the pre* 
In tha Eighties- In the note, the Souid ^tinction of bemg the loogest Third sent trends, towards Increasing super* 

Block has laidented chat “the structure World c^ict lo recent history * power confrontation both at (he global 

of peaceful coexuttnca so ptinita- note further says; "Big power rivalry and rnlonal levels-* Emphaiiiing the 
kingly built up in the sbraei and aed mistrust have also affected our (loed for India to be involved In the 
Seventies has been seriously under- own region. With the renewal of the efforts to find peaceful solutions to the 
mined and peace has survived rather cold war tbe epicentre of world teo- conflicts among nations, the note says, 
negatively oy mutual nuclear daterr- sion has shifted from Europe to Asia. “Although success has yet to be rt* 
ence than positively by cooperation.* The heightened auliiary and naval corded by (ha non-aligned group te 
“The old strategic uncertainties aetiniy in the Indian Ocean, the con- bring an end to the Iran-lraq war. tha 
have been aggravated by new end tinued conflict in Afghanisracu indue* effort should not be given up*, 
dengeroui doctrines of fighting and tion of sophliticatad weapeos into Referring n the initiative taken by 
winning *a limited* nuclear war.* the Pakistan and (he lingering tensions in Indi* in the North-South dialogue (by 
note says and expresses concern over IndoChina have undoubtedly aggro* convening i meeting of the counirles 
the development of the neutron bomb voted India's security envffonmeiit deecrlbed as the "South" In New Delhi 
and more accurate and powerful deliV- and placed fresh buiidm on our ec» in February), rht note stresses the 
try systems. The note, however, re* nomy." need for restructuring tbe iniemation* 

trains from mentioning either (he UBA 
or the USSR while deploring the io- 
creasing tensions whicK accrue from 
the rivalry of these two superpowers. 

Tbe foreign office notes that in addi¬ 
tion to the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, there has also been “a signi¬ 
ficant increase" in rbe “modertiisation 
and spread of conventional and other 
weapons" among the nuclear powers 
and in, some developing countries. 

“e^ecially (hose situated in the so- 
called arc of crisis from Pakistan to 
Turkey end further afield-This* has 
aeated some interesting tide effects,* 
the note says, wicbout specifying what 
they are. “The NATO decision to de¬ 
ploy more modem medium-range mis¬ 
siles by 1983 has created new fears 
and spawned a significant paaca move¬ 
ment in Western Europe which could 

b«ve a political impact in the future," 

the note adds. 

After the dig at the NATO countries, 
the nose indirectly refers to the Polish 
crisis. (There is no direct reference to 
PoUod anywhere in the note.) “De* 
spito Kraiegic bipolarity, natienaliam 
continues to asf«n itself from (ime to 
rime and illUnce leaders are unable to 
coataui national dissent through tradi* 
donal methods and have to resort to 
othtf mem to protact what they con* 
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Strusimh;/ Rio ivirh Cftwwe for^txn //«««< Hus inj »ucceM cw» tht poiUlctl field, coop- 

•rei»oA in the koaobic field i» oavI^ 

oHinenviel endecoAMAic insiicutions. tinent,* (he note nji» vrithout making afed. In (he current Yhlnktag of the 
In India's assetioient. the “econontc any reference to (be edcalled Pakistan foreign policy planners, India, while 
dependence and the vulnerebility" of offer of a "No-war ^Kt.” coAtinuint to remain close to the 

many Asian. African end Latin Aner* Regardiu relations with China, the USSR pofitically, should start looklnf 
ican countries "could be a threat tv South Block fools that India should to Japan, Saudi Arabia and cha USA 
world peace.” persist ia its eodeaeours to evolve lor eronomic and technological coop* 

East-west rivalry and the North' better relations with lu northern eration. The task is easiest with Japan. 
South tensions have been identified by neighbour and in tint "solve the bor- which does not emphasise the poliiica) 
the fureien office to be the "two major dcr questioo to our mutual satisfac- side anyway. The nighties, therefore, 
dangers'^ which threatened peace in ( 100 .*^ Referring to the first round of may see the emergence of non- 
the Seventies and which are likely to India China talks in Beijing the note alignment in India in an entirely naw 
persist during (he Eiehties. "Kor India, says. "We are prepared for paimnt perception. 

nan-alignment will be wen more im- negotiations in order to improve reU Apart from playing an inportani 
pt^tani as a policy in order tv main' (ions with China." After refemng to role politically In (he non-aligned 
tain our freedom of judgemtni and (he efforts being made to improve ties movement, the note enphisiaec the 
action, it is absolutely necessarv tu with Islamalwd and Beijing, the fore* need for India 4o slowly emerge as a 
strengthen self .reliance whether in de- ign office nou asserts that "while leader in (he technological sphere 
fence ur development." the note nuking all these effor^ we must, at among the developing countries. "Ope 
emphatiNes. "In the Eighties our the same (ime. aeiniain our defence of the challenges to our diplonecy in 
ettons should be directed towards capability and strengthen our defence- the Eighties will be the shArin| of our 
enhancing unity and solidarity in the related indumrial b^.” techfloiogical achiavementa with de- 

min-aiigned movement and among de- Referring in Nepal, Bhutan, Bang- veloping countries. That India can do 
velvping countries so as to create a ladesb, Sri Lanka and Burma in the (hU la already evident in the manner 
powerful force, both for the purpose of same paragraph, the note says (hat some of our. construction and induat- 
preventing conflict as also for securing India shall continue to rnstill in them rial capabiliry has coma to be accepted 
a just and equitable treannent vis-a- "a sense oi confidence and trust. We abroad. We must redouble our efforts 
I'is the developed countries.” the note resp^t their sovereignty and territo- towards a better periormance id this 
<idds. rial integrity and intend to w<wk for field. 

The foreign office dues not advocate mutually beneficial coopetation," it "The skilled and unskilled Indian 
(he Western line regardiog the Soviet adds. Adroitting that diff^erKes exist manpovm which is involved in the 
occupation in Afghanistan. It feels with these neighlwars. the foreign evooomic development of other coun* 

(bat India should "continue to work office feels that "no efforts UiouldM tnas, pnrticularry in West Asia and 

for a political settlement of the prob* spared to resolve them through bi- North Africa is a positive asset for our 

lecn through negotiations anmig the ^teral negotiations.*' Giving India's diplomacy in screngthecung the quali* 

parties concerned and on the bams of assessment that tecbndogical, econo* ty of our relations with these coun- 

preservation of the independence, mic and commericial "contacts and tries. It would be our diplcanaric en- 

sovereignty, territarial inceg^ -and cooperation" between the countries of deavour to increase and provide bttter 

non-aligned status of Afghanistan. South Asia have a great scope and and more facilities (0 tbe Indian 

"In view of the repercussions of tbe would be niutuallv beoefidal. the note nationals working abroad," the note 

Iran-lraq war and'tne unstable situa- adds, "the pace ol work in this respect sai^ 

lion in Afghanistan, we are all the cannot be arufkially forced." ilse note ends with a reference to 

lAore distumd at the anglng of Pakii- In relation 10 the ties with big pow. the disturbing situatiM at home. "An 
tan. While keeping our own defence cri (the note conspievously avom us. essential prerequisite for India to p)ay 

capability at tne required level, we log the term "superpowers." perhaps » effective rule abroad and atrihe 

should continue the quest to build up In deference eo the faeUags of the same time to ensure our security 

friendship and undentaading with USSR, tritkb u alleraic 10 the term), against eaemal aggmiiion it national 

Pakistan, so as to eatablUh a lasting the note seys, "The first point to be unity and a seoie of purpose...the 

peace between eur two neighbounng noted ia that being a non aUgned coun- ima^ ol India abroad is necessarily a 

countries and ganarally in the subcon- try. we have to maintaiu an approach rtdiecrioe of what we are at home.? 
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An Accident 
At Agra 


niotograptw by Sondetp Shankar 


n tfw w)' leggy fM of n» 

rmirgoffTJefluefy « Adlpnra entfr 
WPwSgPytpOfMpptf 

S erarvnsmittDwi UrP. C. SMTvf 

If fit ^tlAvAy* npf'WVS SIVW 

yi I more fr^ mo. iMfi one of m 
tom OGeOern et reeorti trm. The 
wmamg OHVMuntf 21 doitn OtkM/m 
tigmt ma ee/taoc hooM mV* t 
tt*on«7 geoO* trim. UHv iOoiA fO 
10/900$ on$ irfuhoQ over M. 

Ai ftm orgtiot of tho imo mm e# 
l$t$, Om fm Oogio of tho Ooktom in- 
mot wti eofwotoiy ofntttiod ond 
dnooi 00 em togm oo/ofoo. Tho *v 
xgio. mrndofoofogtmh/ggogoOmo 
m MwOlrv fo toMt/om. mo feO of 
viivt^ mod m/m pofoennol. Thom 
mooioeoemoumuiwoodpotoongo/t 
mmorgwto.rooufvtgir'thohoo^dooih 

on 

%icvi opmerti pfflf on tor mpf r tf 
tiodoyitnorlblycwhodommongiod 
xMf wn fomvod mn tho mom of 
MM mci^ of tho eomfiotirrmtf wNefi 


fmOcemgmtodonKrtmefiooOmfofito 
oouoi tia Tho eoum of m ocefOont 
OoeomoeloormmiOio^mro/Otoiroof. 
Oofo/o ho amt o^mtim cam 
OMpmnod Mif ho could w ooo to 
ognoOmhoo^loghoet/oughimtiiliry 
dDM 10 nmo tt MO. 

Tho fodioOY outhenoof hovo my 
oquoMyMmOlomonmdmor.lJr 
M. S d4W. chotirm of dto miotv 
ooo/do&dtioiihomeeiMOo/iopnioe- 
MO if ff/^mo tt m worn t oomo 
ditfogohodoigpoio. MttMMMfin 
Goomofpee/mitiioy. mmotf dtiom- 
lo/tiMOOiicodoomtoeo$iowtntm 
9rm, 0 /A tm/m mi dem ot Agm m 
t/ofogmomieomiaofodtkkotcuy^ 

A om iMt logiomod ogt/mt m 
omor of iho io-*otod mn. ctimm ^ 
tiOh C4UM0 dootf duo lo nogOgomo. 
Thi MAPM OlOO CMm D AM Ml- 
pondod it tto mhmy omgio y om m 
mo mV o kr At OHr* 

ihufi EMpmo. 



























Qaini ple^^Jre <uck€'r$ tn<oroo'Oio (’<<ro 
fhick body 90^9^ '^houqKou* So ^rio/ 
i<>roin iicai bo'ter While they cuoh lo9^ 

In oddoion tfn., sovo yoy w tn^h 
^uel ihof fhcy poy thomsvlv*^ »'• kjs* 

•' f yoor^ TKe spocioi wk'te "►cn/'hed 
dt'^tgn '>iokes r»o<c ypoco o% welf So 
yOi^ (O” uSO yC>u< Ovff' u>0'>sds lOUtlo 

60,0| preisute ■,» >n''s lire ovoiloK^ lo o 
'onye ot i>?f\ A'l II ode 10 the \lt»c‘es' 

iSl spo<d>ro^'>>t*<i A>, vyell o> to Boio^v 

nwn demtn rji-ii, Oaitdo'ih And bo<hed 
by an olf irnjia teiwofb over 3500 

».'< >«iwrb ofte» sei\<e «t 
things like tfiose Iho' rTSObeSoiO; the 
looder* n *;iclio”ic#s * 


bur' 


hi'Y bca; 


You've finished almost 
before you've started! 












Modern nursery rhymes 


M y aeiftbbow'i daufbMr 
enjoys rocilini ber 
Invouriie auriory 

^r,c, 

Tumbi4 domi D. 

71in enrV in the cupbeeH 
Aai Cdfl'r MO me. 

Whonmr you bov orofesnoonJ 
•oldkn munnurinx it ii un* 
nknjy tbit they nrt rtUtrniai tb< 
■Iphibci. They ue probably duoua- 
Biof Aiomlc. BioloAknl wd Cbo* 
■Icnl (ABC) vrarfnrt. Wbilst the 
current nniu race has hitbli|bted 
enrioui upeett of Aiosiic (A) war* 
hr^ liplofkal nod CboBkaJ fBC) 
wtiinro is seldon dlseusaed in pub¬ 
lic. Ym. BC wnn wero beini founhr 
Iron the «nrU#« times. ArAs 
^To used sU|e citnpulii to throw 
dlieeMd nnireeh into forts in the 

S se tbit the defenders would Im 
acted. In medieval times, the 
poiaonini of water wells alot 4 so 
Jnvider's route has forced an 
•rtackini army to halt. 

At least four poison lasea, 
phoafene. lewisita. chlorine end 
muatard fas, were beini produced 
Ifi the eerly 20tH century. These 
could incapacitete soldiers by ceua* 
inf witerinf of the eyes, cou^ini 
end vomicinf; en overdose coula 
demafe ayes and the luw per¬ 
manently. or ceuse death. Cnlorine 

« s Wit first uied durine World 
ar [ by the Germans on ue Beat* 
em from. The Russians did net 
report the attack to their Wcatera 
allies who were surpriaed when nai 
was used aiaiim them in »a 
Second BatiJa of Yprei (April 
1915). Caa was delivered by^firini 
|sa*filled iholli from conventionu 
•mUery or released throt^ can- 
nlacers placed at interr^s uonf the 
front. A f evourable wi^ was essen¬ 
tial ao chnt the *p>«loud* re-' 
maloed In the tartet area for a 
reaaooable lanfth m rime. Attack- 
eri waarinf las-maiks (respir¬ 
ators). could then traverse rto-aao's 
land, ptoetraie the. defences and 
diiim their coufbinf oppooentt. 
But a brisk wind could \Aom away 
much of the oa, leevsnc a defender 
lem affected then entidpered. la 
this evaatualky. it was the astecktr 
in bii reepirttor who was at a 
diaed van tana. 

The astioote to a fas actack la a 
reapirttor. This was qakkly manu- 
ffoured and isaoeo to all con- 
earned, thereby neutrtlisinf the 
avrpriat effects of the weapon. Be- 
eauae of these practical (and not 
renaona, fia coold not be- 
eqbe e bettle-wiBninf weapon ns 
was the case with the tank. After 
VerM War 1. an elective method of 
^Btyiai fea or taaectldde powder 
Im Iw'flyind aircraft was de- 



QF_ 

WAR 

AND 


Lt 0#ft i. k. VAI 

veloped. In 1925, a Geneva protocol 
bannod tiw use of cbenical afenis 
in war. Navenbeless. durinf world 
War n. respirators were iaauad to 
ell parttcipents includinf cmlians, 
though neither side used poiaoa 
pe. During the Kerean War (19UX 
ChiM and north Korea accused the 
US of condttctini term warfare. 
This wu 6eTae^ by the American 
fovemmeut. 

But BC warfare has moved a long 
way since World War n. Now c drop 
of nerve tea. anywhere en the body 
can perelyee a soldier; as appropri¬ 
ate reepiretor and ^otecuve clo¬ 
thing are the only antidotes Today, 
B Weapons enn wipe out tu 

B ulahon of a city. In 197$, a 
ocicel weapMS convention boo- 
Bed w use of nil biolofical npnts 
in wnr. But |rMt powers McrMly 
continue their reeearcb nud de¬ 
velopment of BC weepons. The Pen- 
tam plans to spend 2.47 bitUon 
dollars over the not five years to 
develop cbenucel weapons; this fi- 
eure is likely to be increeaed by e 
fector of four. 

Evidently, irichothecene, (and 
toxins derived from this) is the 
chemical tbreet of the future. The 
chemical U subte In storep, is 
easily moved end causes horrible 
deeih within a short time. But it 
depBeratea quickly in sunahiae, 
thereby eoabung humans to enter 
the infected area with Utile delay 
end without respirators or protec- 


Reliable neutral observers: 
havdi reported that Pakts-1 
Ian has acquired a capa*' 
bility for chemical warfare.' 
Whilst India is rightly vole-! 
ing public concern at thej 
likely manufacture of nuc^i 
lear weapons by Pakistan, i 
we ought to also protest! 
equally loudly about their i 
developing chemical 
weapons ctandestinely- 


trve clothing. There hive been per¬ 
sistent reports thii chemlcel 
weepons beve been used in recent 
times in Ltot, Ksnipudwi, Viet- 
Dim. Afghuuitin ind Yemen. The 
render must not, therefore, consid¬ 
er the eeenerio chat follows too 
nlermist or far fetched. 

Koeiiiitiet heve commenced on 
one of India's borders in 1994, with 
e mesatve eneck by enemy annour. 
Because of their initi^ve aod the 
element of suiprise, Linuted pins 
have been achieved by the aggres- 
ser. India's Higher Command is 
confident that, after accepting the 
loss of some territo^^ the defences 
will hold, thereby giving India time 
to concentrate her armouj^ forces 
for e counter-stroke. Events are 
proceeding according to plan and 
the Indian eounter>onenswe is ab¬ 
out to be launched deep into enemy 
territory. It is a bright sunny morn¬ 
ing. Suddenly, aircraft fly low over 
chrM selecTid Indian concentration 
areas, belching a graen and yellow 
powder. Indian sMdiers feel dissy, 
their vision gets blurred and their 
movements become Jerky. They be¬ 
gin to fall in convulsions, vomiting 
uncontrollably and then coughing 
blood from their mouths and noses. 
Within 15 minutes, 80 per cent of 
the troops io the three terpt ereu 
ere dead. Within two hours, the 
sector is overrun by enemy 
trmoured forces who culm thee 
they have won a major tank battle. 
The dead are cremated fast. India 
protesu that poison pi has been 
used. The next day, the world press 
is touring a victorious battlefield 
which is Tittered with Indian tanks 
and vehicles. There are no signs of 
toxins. 

We can be certain the authorities 
concerned ire alive to this threat 
and will ensure that this dreadful 
scenario is not penqitted to rake 

[ »!ace. But that is not enough. Un¬ 
ike a nuclear plant, the equipment 
required to produce BC wea^ns is 
relatively cheap and easily avail¬ 
able. Moreover, this can be houMd 
in an inconspicuous building and, 
therefore, is difficult to detect. Re¬ 
liable oeutrsi observers have re¬ 
ported that Pakistan has acquired a 
CMbility for chemical warfare. 
Whilst Iridia is rightly voicing pub¬ 
lic concern at the likely manufac¬ 
ture of nuclear weapons by Pakis-. 
tan. we ought to also protest dual¬ 
ly loudly about thair developing C 
weapons clandestinely. Fore¬ 
warned is fore-armed. I am, there¬ 
fore. moderniMng the nursery 
rhyme: 

ABC 
/ enn catch f. 

If you give protective chrhitip 
And e gas-masir ro me. 
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Mizoram: Uneasy calm 
before the storm 


Midnight, 20 Janus/y: s mass/Ve poiice iorc9 swooped down on the Mizo National Front 
headquarters at Aizawt and captured a number of rebels foltowing New Delhi's ban on the 
MNF. And a few days later, the peace talks between the MNFleader, LaldefKa, and the centre 
broke down. Is Mizoram experiencing an uneasy calm before the storm? Perhaps, rbporis 
SANTANU GHOSH, because 800 hard(X)re rebels are itMng to retaliate 


T ht siren weils et S pm every 
eveniru Aitewl. tne hilhop 
cupjiaj town ol Mii«rera, 
marking the beginning of 
another U hour curfew. Eut 
long before that, the town*i nenow 
end^usty roads wear e dtMlate look, 
with people preferring to move io* 
doors. The hawk-eyed muriry forces 
men» with auiomatici ai the ready, 
take ever the town as the tun dips 
be^nd the Luaneraual hlUa. When 
YlPt, like the chief miniater or the U. 
Governor, stir out of their well- 
protected bungtlowi, th^ move in a 
convoy of CRrF. can. The 110 kn 
terpentine SilcherAisawl natibnal 
highway, an easy ambush beat of ibe 
free-wheeling guerrlUas, tww teens 
with arny men. some of who man the 
many checkpoitt on the way. 

This is the Kenario of Aitawl after 
the banning of. and tbe coMe^ucnt 
crackdown on, the rebel Miso tfational 
Pront<MNFl ectiviits. Fear and uncer¬ 
tainty have gripped the Mitos. who 
whisper to visiting newsmen that they 
nay once uim face days similar to 
those of 19 m. when Miiaratn was 
enmeshed in blood-spiUmg and gory 
Insurgency A division of the army, 
four CRPF battalions and a brigade of 
the Assam Rifles are now statiooed in 
Misorim. to keep the hostiles at bay. I 
was travelling in a jeep from Sikhar to 
Aisawl on 2S’Janijary 1962, along with 
Mitoram finance minister talluniog- 
ihanga. As the vehicle crossed the 
Assam border at Vairengie. the Mixo 
driver mumbled some prayers and 
made the sign of the cross. Said tbe 
young miaisier, “Look, we are now in 
the jews of death.** This phrase sets 
the mood prevailing now in embattled 
Mizoram where in tlie last six weeks 
six persons have died in the insurgen¬ 
cy. Perhaps it may explain why the 
Republic day function et AiiawU e 
gala affair with tableaux and belicop 
ters throwing confetti, could not draw 
crowds. 

The ban of MNF under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevenpon) Act 1967, came 
sooner than expected. Speculation was 
rife that the government would come 
down heavily on the rebels only in 
March In view of tbe deadlocked peace 
dialogues and the increesing MSr bel- 
Ugerence. But the events took e fren- 
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ded turn in the middle of Jeouary this 
year. MNF chief Laldenga's talks with 
G. Parthaaaraihy. Mrs Gandhrs emis 
saiy, broke down on U January. 1982. 
Oo 19 Januan. home minister Zail 
Singh met l.aldenga et the North Block 
end categorkiUy told him that the 
centre would not concede to aomc of 
his demands ii these were “violaiiog 
(he Ceoacitutien.” Mr Singh told the 
SS-year-oU rebel leader: “We, howev¬ 
er, are perting as friends. ” On the 
same day. Uiiprin LG. Admiral S. N. 
Kohti secretly left Aitewl on en lAF 
plane for Oelhi.*Ke came back in a 
BSF plaM the next day, The decision 
to impose a fresh ban on the MNF was 
taken within two days. <Tbe ban on tbe 
MNF was lifted on 1 August 1980 when 
Laldeagi agreed to solve tbe Miao 
issue under the frameworii of the 
Indian Constitutkn.) Tbe announce- 
Btnt of the ban was delayed uU the 
let* heurs of 20 Jenuaiy the home 
■unittry to enable the Miaorain gov¬ 
ernment to plan an effect i ve sack* 
down on the rebel outfit. 

Why this sudden ban on (he MNF? 
Why did LeMenga. whoae relations 
with Mrs Gandhi were always cordial, 
find hjBuelf pushed to the well? 
According to official sources at Aoawl. 
(he “biiarre and impossible" demands 


LaMenea tmrddJej wtrh his brother 
Ngvnhhin* (nghi) m (root of the ^th 



by Laldenaa. sudden revival of vio¬ 
lence and ina emergence of a pro-MNF 
miliiint students' organisation named 
Mi»2irUi Pawl (MZP), are the factors 
responsible for the ban. 

The smell of nnpowder bung heavy 
on Muorim in December 1981. Violet- 
lAg (he ceasefire, two MNF men fired 
four rounds from their pistols on two 
police ASIi at Aiiawl on 9 December 
1981. Ntkt diy, MNP men fired their 
ChineM iutonatics oo a CRPF poet at 
Vaivakawn In Aiiawl at 7 m. As a 
result, a constable, Medhib Oran, died 
ea the spot. On the same night at 
about 9.48 pm MNF men shot need a 
CRPF bavildar, Jagannath Rao. at a 
post at Rulikawn. a rebel stronghold In 
the town. On 11 DecembVi three 
armed MNF personnel itonned the 
house of a OP sub’inspectof. Lelbuan- 
at Mission Vang in Ainwl and 
riddled him with bullets, two police¬ 
men peiroUlng nearoy returned tbe 
fire end in the eoiuing encounter a 
MNF "sergeant,” Zoliena. was killed. 
Lalbuan|i died later In tbe hospital. 
January 1982 was not a good month 
either, with tension simmering end (he 
air crackling with echoes oT gunfire. 
On 17 January, a rulioi People's Con¬ 
ference MLA, Ellis Mldenga, was 
abducted el Lunglei in south Miioram 
in retaliation to the arrest of a rebel 
"second Heutenent,” Rodingliene 
(Saidenp later made a daring escape 
when he leapt out off the spee^ng je^ 
of hli captors.) On 19 January, an 
inspector of the armed police was 
killed at Aiiawl bazar. On 20 January, 
the MNF opened fire on a CRPF patrol 
aaer Raj Niwaa. According to e top 
police source, security forces alio unc¬ 
overed a rebel plan of kidneppiACi. 
assaasinationi of VIPs includiag \no 
CM and his ex-rebel son Seagllant and 
blowing up of socne vital instalLationi. 
la eddidoti, they had plans of extoct* 
rng (axes from Miibs and oon-Misos. 

The M-agaio and off-agtfn peace 
talks broke down because of wnat a 
home nunistry spokesman deioibtd 
as Laldeaga's "mtranilgaace * Said 
(he spokesman on 22 January, *W1ulk 
be (Laldcnga) was tola that his reason¬ 
able demands would be Kconose 
dated, the gDremaeot wm not tn a 
poiitioA to accept some of his demaads 
which were uateaable or were ctevly 



TiDlitfnI the CoDstUurtoD* After ever 
two yevt. Che peece parleys between 
Leldenf* end the cencre underway 
in Augost 1980. (Earlier peece talks 
were scrapped by the Jeneta govern* 
inenc in March 1978 when taldenga 
demanded an interiio government in 
Misoram as part oi the sotution to the 
Miso crisis.) On 17 April 1981. Lalden* 
ga and his ttvo ministerial cullcagues 
presented a Iwenty ooint charter nf 
demands to Mrs Gandhi. She entrusted 
her foreign policy advise^ C. Perth* 
asarethy to talk with the rebel leader 
in a.bid to whittle down the demands. 
(The demands included, emong othert. 
the ouster of Brigedter Sailo's govern* 
ment.an Interin government in Mbor 


an headed by Laldefiga til] an election 
is bald, statehood for Mizoram with 
autonomy and a separate flag and 
constitution for the state.) In August. 
Laldtmga was ^ven a iS'pomi package 
solution to the MNF imbroglio by the 
centre. The highlights of the package 
were: siaiaho^ status for Mizoram 
un^r Article 371 A. remission of sent* 
ences and wichrawil of prosecution 
against the rebels on the ments of 
each case, speedy rehabilnation of the 
retela. more financial assistance for 
Mlsoram. measures to safeguard the 
Miio culture and inclusion of Mum 
language ia the eighth schedule of the 
Constitution, b September. Leldcnge 
left for his headquarters In Bang* 


ladesh for consultatkons with his 
associates on the package. On his 
return to New Delhi on 13 September, 
he rejected the offer and submitted e 
new 20 point prt>pusal which was more 
or less a rehash uf his old demands. It 
caused the talks to fieeie Said a 
Mizoram observer: "The collapse of 
the talks stresses a basic divarganct: 
the MNF seeks a political solution 
whereas the centre can offer only a 
Conslitutionai solution." At the time 
^ writing, Laldenga is cooltM his 
heeU at MHUh Delhi residence 
(rented for him by RAW), welting for a 
government clearance toco to Cologne 
in West Germany from where he came 
to India on 24 January 1976. 


Laldenga is a man of duplicity 


Affaoram’i S8*year*old chief minis¬ 
ter, Br/gadfer Thenf^unga SaiJo. is 
also a former iuerriUs. During his 
fouryeur stint in the Burmese 
theatre ia World War ll. he com* 
manded, for some tune, the Chin 
Hilts CuerrillM Force, a subverttve 
outfit raised by the British to /(ghr 
the Jepanese. After retiring from 
hisH command of the 115 Inf entry 
Brigsdd in IS74, he joined pofiricz 
and soon look Misoram by storm. 
His newly-formed People's Confer* 
vnee (PCi eclipsed all estabiithed 
political partiev in Mizoram and 
twice rode to power. Flamboyantly 
smi Laldenga. Brigadier Sailo is 
busy steering the Mizos to the 
natjonai mainstream. He spoke, to 
SvsMY in two sessions—on 26 
January 1982 at his official resi¬ 
dence. and at his secretariat the 
next morning, fxrerptz: 

2 , What are the immediate 
• reasons for clamping a ban on 
MiVF? _ 

Brig Sailo: 'Laldenga is always 
bluffing' 


A: UIdenga is imrensij^nt. He 
has made stnne demands which 
violate our Consiiiution. The centre 
has always nainiained that his 
reasoname demands would be 
accommodated but he (Laldenga) 
hat always proved slippery. 
Moreover, there were killings of 
innocent persons and extortion of 
taxes by the MNF. Do you know 
that the MNF collected Rs six lekhs 
during I98t? This is too much 
Either you say you are lor pee« ye 
for viofence. You canmx have both 
thin^ together. This is double 
dealing ... 

Q While you accuse laldenga of 
double dealing. UidengJ aervaes 
you of sabotaging the peace telks. 

A: Yes, 1 accuse UIdeW of 
double dealing It it a fact. He is a 
man of duplicity. (Alsveys) bluffing, 
bluffing, bluffing. This (duplicity) 
^s in his blood. How can 1 sabotage 
the peace talks? This is e ven 
vague accusation. It has to be sub¬ 
stantiated by facts. When the Jana¬ 
ta government was about (o cal) w 
the peace tallia with Laldenp be¬ 
cause of his belligerence, he came 
and almost touchra my feet (literal 
ly begging ne to them con* 
dnual^talk^ with Mr Desai and 
somehow minaged to get the talks 
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^'^Sew tAar the peace talks have 
broken down, is there a poasibiiity 
of v^ence starting agme? 

A; We have to mamtain peace. 
We have now a (semblance) of 
security. There was far more in* 
aecuri^ during the suspension of 
operetiona, because the MNF did 
not observe It and the army and the 

observed it. Had you coma 

e ten days ago, they (the MNF) 
would have asked you for money? 
The army’s hands were (then) tied. 
Now. of course, the army and the 
pollM art free to do some thing. 

Q: Are you in /.ivourof hvolyiAg 
the pvblk in a bid to psvthologieat- 
fv ntlst the MNF? 


K’. Yes. wa are building opinion 
against the MNF. It is an important 
component of the counter¬ 
insurgency operations Two public 
processions were arranged by us in 
1980 to protest against the wsnt^ 
killings of the non Mizos by the 
MNF. 

Do you apprehend more disturb* 
ances in I9H2? 

h: Ills difficult to say. There may 
be disturbances. But this time we 
are prepared. 

Q: Do you propose to offer amnes- 

8 to the zofreo/v elements in the 
NF» 

A: So comment. 

Q. What is your relationship with 
the centre now? 

A: Whoever comet to power in 
Delhi, we will extend our coopera¬ 
tion. We did the same thing during 
the Janata (rule). When the Con* 
gress (1) came tMck to power, we 
did the same thing. And they re¬ 
sponded. You have to do that. They 
are good and mature people. 

A gruup M MhF rebels who 
surrendered to the authorities 











O n20 Jaiiujry 1^2, troundaid- wrltini. ihc % 
night. L4lden^’( brother end su^ger under 
Ngurchhsn# was aleeping dased MNF sytt 
■( his Mission Veng residence ei on the run. 1 
Aiiiwl A( about tM same time capable d etri] 
Laldengji's trusted emissary and but the autbi 
(he MNF astiiunt secretory, nor tend (o mi 
AJjchinga, was holding a secret potential of the 
meeting with his colleegues at a IGF, Brigadier ( 
House it Chhinga Veng oo the ary end March j 
northern tide of the capital town, watched. The u 
The PTI and UNI had already sent may pull off a 
our news of the ben of the Miso According to 
National Front (MNF) and its ancil* plans of the M 
lary bodies. Bur the PTI teleprinter only alt^ they 
lint from its Sikhar office to Aisawl their headquar 
wu dovm: so also was Aitawl’s STD Two ministers 
line to Delhi. As a result, tbe town's cabinet—Rina 
grapevine could not spread the and Thank is 
news. Soon a big police force reached the be< 
headed by an young IPS officer, N. rebel chief's in 
8 . Raneriwarmed into the town and ing would pro 
in one swoop captured almost alj strategy of reta 
the important hostile or pro>ho$tile not be pu| intc 
loeders, camping in the town. Only denga leaves k 
"Colonel" Maltawma. union tern* clave residence 

a commander of the insurgent denga flew 
r, managed to slip out of the ary 1978. cuttit 
dragnet. Karachi, after h 

The midnight crackdown, de- a safe passage 
scribed as the biggest in the union According 
territory, sent shock waves ereong sources, the h 
the MNF activists. At the time ol BOOnxld insurgi 
CRPF men arrest suspected MNF guemihs at Atiawt 


T he Mtio Zklai Pawl (Miso Scu 
denu* AaaocJationX a volatile pro* 
Miso sTudents’ organisation, is anotb^ 
irritant. Since July 19B1, die MZP has 
organised e chain of demooMretions at 
Aisawl demanding tbe ouster of CM 
Sailo, allegedly at the behest of IaI< 
denge. The damege of two government 
buses in November and burning of six 
educidonal isstitutiofts next month at 
Aisawl are tscrlbed to the MZP by the 
leveniment. The MZP general secret* 
iry P. C. ZoruniaogUana. however, 
has vehemently denied this. According 
to ■ secret official note, the activities 


of (he UZP are openly communal and 
seceanoriist. It boycotted the official 
hiDcHons of lest year's iodependence 
day and held a separate luoctiofl of 
th^ own. In their speeches daUvered 
to mark tbe occeaioa. P. Siamlian, 
adviser, MZP. said. "Can we truly 
accept this Indian flag as our fla& to 
repraaent ttw Mlso nation? It Is ^ear 
thM today we are uuble to truly 
accept (his.* Andrew LalherUana. 
anotner adviser of UZP. said. "We 
shall declare this day. IS August, as 
the day we entered into slavery." The 
secret note described the MZP as the 


"new dinger" for MiBoram and die 
closed thgt "Colonel" Biakveli. en 
h£NF functionary, had recruited about 
so youths from MZP to train dmn in 
insurgency. 

The opposition perries in MisoraiiL 
friendly with Laldanga and a votary of 
rbe peace talks, have been ih^an and 
(riuaiadsed by tbe ban. Tha Misorun 
Congress (!) uve sent two leaders to 
Delhi to pleed with Mrs Gendhi to 
resume the talks. Said a Janata Party 
source, "The centre is not keen on a 
solurioa (o the MNF problem. It hat 
spawned a class of collaboriton led by 


MNF rebels: Itching to retaliate 


writing, iha setup continued to 
stagger under the blow. Said a 
dated MNF sympathiser. "They are 
on the run. 1 wonder If they are 
capable of srrikl^ back. 

Bui the auiborities at Aisawl do 
nor tend (o minimise tbe striking 
potential of the MNF. Said Muoram 
IGP. Bngadier C. A. Quinn. "Febru¬ 
ary and March ara the months to be 
watched. The underground fellows 
may pull off a few sneak attacksT 
According to army sources, the 
plans of (be MNF nay be known 
only alt^ they bold a meeting In 
their headquarters in Bengladesh. 
Two ministers of the Laldenga 
cab] net—Rina alias Lalrinchhana 
and Thankima—had already 
reached the beadquarten with (he 
rebel chief's instructions. A meet* 
ing would probably chart out a 
strategy of retaliation. But it might 
not be pul into effect before LaJ- 
denga leaves his cosy Chirag En* 
clave residence in south Delhi. (Lai* 
denga flew down to Delhi in janu* 
ary 1978. cutting short his exile in 
Karachi, after Mrs Gandhi pve him 
a safe passage promise.) 

According to intelligence 
sources, the hardcore among the 
BOCkKld insurgents are now itching 


for retaliation in the form of 
ambushes, assassinations and 
sabotiM. The leaders are: "Col* 
onel* taJrawna, adjutant general 
and "Coloner Khawghinha. chief 
of the tactkal headquarters. They 
are reportedly in favour of revok* 
mg the MNF's ceasefire order of 2S 
Jviy 1980. 

The MNF is split into two: the 
civil setup end tha armed wing 
knovm as the Mizo National Army. 
At the epex of the civil setup is en 
ll-memher executive body. The 
composition of this super body is 
stall a prized secret. However, en 
MNF sources hes revealed to Sirn* 
ijav that (he members are: presi¬ 
dent Laldenga. vice-president 
Zoramthanga, finance minister 
Ruelchhina, pubHcity minister and 
party secretary Rina aJia.t Lalrln* 
chhana. supply minister Thankma, 
health minister Chiwngzuele, coun¬ 
cil members Vanlalmuane and 
Thanenawia. party executive mem¬ 
bers Vanruacni end LelbUaka. The 
chief of the MNA is "Brigadier 
General” Tawolwuia, a science 

S reduate from Shillong's 8t 
dmunds college- Tbe MNA has 
two brigades, each, comprising 
three battalions. 

Tbe MNF camp at Rumabazar. In 
tbe wooded Chittagong Hills TracU 
in Bangladesh, is a fouT*day march 
from Parva, a Misoram village on 
rbe junction of Burma, Bangladesh 
and India. The headquarters, as 
told to Sunday once by Laldenga, Is 
the hub of activitiet. Tha day of an 
MNF guerrilla begins early in tbe 
morning with prayers and combat 
drill. Many of them also cultlyate 
Jhum iands on tbe hill slope^ An 
elite group of intellectuals edit the 
cyclostyled and irregularly pub* 
lished MNF tabloid*—Vienna Ben¬ 
gali (Cry of Freedom). The head* 
quarter Is equips with a Honda 
generator set and a few colour TV 
sets. Tbe MNF hostiles ere quite 
friendly with Bangladesh security 
forces who conveniently lo^ the 
other wey when they confront the 
armed insurgents. 










Buft Sftilo and have pitted then 
•talpat the nationalbt Uiio% ked by 
Lek^Dip, 10 that the MIiob can 
a^ainei die Mixos." The Miaram Coe* 
pen(I) resident, Lalthanhawla, 
■ceased the salio iovemment of ”hi^ 
handednett" and alleaed that a con* 
mando outfit in the MiMram police 
force was responsible for many of the 
recent killinu and disturbances, atcri* 
buted to the MNP. Moreover, CM Sailo 
has threatened the home ministry that 
in case* a peace accord is signed vrith 
LaSdenu. some former euenillas led 
by Blakchhunga, would go under- 
around. Rebutting Laicbanhawla'f 
charges. Mr Sailo said: "A high power 
central commission can-come to Miaor- 
am and see thinu for themselves." 

Insurgency in Mitoram .is partly a 

B ume, partly a state of mind. A power* 
ul axis of poUtkians and bureaucrats 
obviously want the disturbences to 
continue, a ploy to squeexe out more 
funds from the centre. (Mtsoram> 
population is about four lakhs and its 
Hjxih plan outlay is R$ 130 crores. Bui 
j| is mosrly sauandered by the poliii* 
cians. many oi who double as contrac* 
tvrs.) The insuritency is also fuelled bv 
ethnicity and tribal eaclusiveness. Laf* 
clenga also suffers from a dilemma 
which IS another reavm why insure^* 
cy is taking time lo peter out. The 
rebel godfather is nnw very much in 
need of a psychological clearance from 
the Minos who have suffered a lot 
(luring the lf> years of insurgency If 



MNF rebeis m Bangfadeah 


he accepts the centre's package, he 
wiO have to answer questions snd even 
face reprisals from the Mites. Conie* 
quently, his uature and credibility 
will also go down. What he wants to 
achieve is statehood, with some provi¬ 
sions for Mitoram, even if the provi* 
sions are uncocmituticnal. so luf he 
can show the Mros that he has bar¬ 
gaining doui with the centre. That, 
perhaps, explains why he talks about 
peace at one time and then conjures 
up the dream of independence lor his 
cOTorts. Uldenga, wily and clever e$ 
he is, knows that in loigt run CM 
Sailo will suffer for he will be io* 
crcasingly equated with the centre by 
the Mltos. 

While ego clashes between LaUJenge 
and Brigadier Sailo are plunging 
Mitoram into a sticky ^ess, pari of tbe 



Eiiis Saidenga.* MLA who eecaped 


blame for the instablUry in the union 
territory can also be heaped on the 
home ministry. "Our Nortn Block has 
no penpanent geo strategic vision re¬ 
garding Mitoram. It has its ad-hoc 
policies only/ frets a young Mixo 
sociologisT. He points out that the 
home ministry only wants to "kill by 
dollar," i.e., to pump In more money, 
spawn an upstart class nmot^ ihe 
classless iribali and sow distrust 
anwng the Miius. He cites, a« an 
example, the State Intelligence 
Bureau's open machinations to create 
rifts in Ihe MNF |^y pitting the "soft* 
cure" rebel leader Biakchhunga 
against Laldenga. "One can be clever 
for tome time, but not all the time," 
^ips a leciurer from the PM college 
in Aiiiwl, while surveying (he centre’s 
policy towards Mitoram. • 


Nutrine rolls out 
fresh new 





Crunchy, munchy. 
Rollsinawi(le.wi(ie,nu^ 


A terrijie treat 
in emy sWeel 
HJTgai covrcTiotifgT co no fnubma' 
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CENTWIN 

The one male pleasure that^ still 

entirely a man’s. 



All Ctntwin giv«» you li 0 
•Kovo. A fuporb 

bey mteti girl. Net 
pel*, e^npty dolmi. Just e 
tmeeth. cemfortoblo 
•hovo. 

Thet’t the Centwin ihove. 


The ihcve ihet live* up to 
IN pi'cmlM. Beceute ^ 
Zypax. A unique polymer 
coating thot fills in even 
mkroKepic imperfectleni 
In the shoving edge. So 
that the blode glides 
easily over your foce. No 
nkhs. No cuts. No rater 
bums. Ever. Shove after 
siiken>smoeih shove. 

The Centwin shove. 

Try it. TouTI never settle 
for lets ogoin. 



^ Centron industrial Alliance Ltd., lembey. 
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The army helps Nagaland 


Subir Roy reports 


I 


cu distinctly rsnumber the incident to the 

I early Fifties,* said' the sealer army cfficiaL 

■ *We had jusi been airUh^ Imm Cakutta te 

■ whet is now Nafaland. Insurfency was then at 
^kits peak. I was a Junior oflicer and was pasaini 

this rillage with a petrol party. I thought I would cake e kook 
inside a cluster <rt huta As 1 entered the compound the 
children pUyina there said sotMthlof and nn away. Our 
interpreter saso the chUdren bad shouted. The enemy hes 
cone.' Since then a lot has changed. The other uy a 
nlniftar told me, 'What we really envy you lor are your 
bulldosers. The wey you tvin pt^ulanty by buildlod all 
tbosa nlayfroundst'^ 

The Indien army has come a )oAf way from Its es4iy days 
in Naealand. When they llrsi came to fly the flat in tot 
Nafa HlUs district of Assam in the teeth of insurfency 
activity they were outwardly not very different from an 
occupation force. Even in their own Internal communica* 
tlons the army used standard terms employed to refer to 
the "enemy* whea they talked of insurgents. But sl^ly 
ittUudti changed A deaslon was taken to leam from the 
experience of the British in fitbting guerrilles in Malaya, 
and out of that was formally bom the concept of ‘civic 
action" by the army. And today the results are there for ell 
to see. 

Every "eocouflier* in which insunents die. oc "ambuah" 
in which army personnel die and the combinf oper a tions 
that follow laave a bitter casta. And there hive oeen a lot of 
these In the last 30 years. But wounds heal, and whtn poor 
people find out over time chat the army establishment can 
be a source of positive help to them then a oew relationsbip 
sprouts. The napland chief minister, Mr J. B. Jasoki, s 
hardy S6 and onetime active member of the undertround 
himself, has this to say: *Oh yes. there has Mn a 
tremendous change in the image of the array hare. It has 
improved a lot. In the beeinninf, when some of us decided 
to quit the undercrouno, the ordinary people could not 
tolerate even us. Vou can imt^e what tmy felt about the 
army." 

How does the civic action of the army look od the ground? 
We went to Chakabema. a brifade headquarter about 30 
km from Kohima, the NaeaJand cepiul. and thence to 
Chakabema villas which has been adopted by the army. 
(There are 45 iMch villages in Negeland.) Tlie Jonga more 
than proved its worth as it precanotaly tilted &om side to 
side and finally deposited us at a cloeriBC amidst a cluster 

OMirabama comauniry AaJ/ aifd storage tank 



of hvu on a biUton. It was Sunday morning and from the 
Urge community nail, which also serves as the village 
church, came tte sound of beautiful sinmng of hymns, lo 
conmmt in Nagaland. Lower down and h»*rmgoctao was a 
hoAblar community hut. That was the old one; the new one 
had been built by ibe army. 

To the ieft^ the clearing is an ordinary looking storaga 
tank where ordi nary looking village children queue up with 
very ordinery looking pots and pans to collect water. What 
is extraordinary is that Chakabama is one of the few 
villages lucky enough to have piped weter. The pipeline has 
been laid by the army across two hiUs to connect the village 
to the brigede complex's weter supply. 

On our way back we stop to peep into a unique school, 
nestling in a Linle valley, where the children of chakabema 
go 10 acauira the three again courtesy the army. Back 
at the orficers’ mess tradition reigns supreme. The band 
plays a medley of highland and rwede^i tunes Hie 
bn^iet with me walkTr^ stick and turned up moustache 
plays bridge with the officers, and the ladies play a lesser 
game of cards. The difference after 3b years of independ* 
ence is that when an army offkar talks of his adopted 
village he does not sound very different from a develop' 
mem banker talking of his aMpted village' 

On the way back from Chakibama we Iom in at a sports 
field with a hiUsIda terraced out as a gallery. The ground is 
pre^ rough, but to the sporiS'loving Naga villager such a 
ladlity simply did not axitt until the army Inilldusers came. 
Next to it is a cinema house; billed is an old Hindi movie. 
Inside the hall the sections are marked out as "officers and 
familiet.* "civilians ” etc This is another fringe benefit of 
having the array near you. 

Another village the army his adopted is Zakhama. just 
across the road opposite the division headquarters near 
Kohima. *niere, at a recent function, the army coromander 
and the village headman exchanged greetings and felicita* 
Hons thus. The village headman welconM the other 
"headman" from the other "village," (hanked him for cha 
gift of a sewing machine and wondered if next time they 
could have a knitting machine. The real bond betwaan the 
two "villages" is the army hospital in the other "vdOage" 
where I saw a doctor devote hi!i whole morning, in the 
medkal inspection room, to villagers The allraems that day 
w e re common enough: dysentery, fever and mumps. The 
examinations, pathology tests and common medicines are 
provided free. This is (he pattern everywhere in Nagaland 
arherever there is an army medical unit. Over '16,000 
civilians are treated by the army every month and every 
army post caters to the rudimentary medk al Weeds of three 
to four villages. The lAP choppers are also occasionafly 
requested to fly in serious casjalTies from remote areas. 

Another facility the army provides in Nagaland is access 
for civilians lo all its canteens. In Zakhama I found my 
favourite shampoo a good Rs 2 cheaper than in Calcutta 
and (he difference with the local basaar prke was more. 
The army has also opened s<une Fair price shops where 
g roceries are available to (he villagers. 

The big thing for an MLA in Nagaland u>day ts to be able 
to gel the army in hulldnze mil a playground in his 
constiiuancy. That gn^ down well with the oieclorate. And 
the array really receives an honest ''bles*; ytiu* when it 
h^ps build a church. Nagas like to build their churches on 
hilltops and there the army buUdmers render invaluable 
service Iv flaiiemng out the ground. 

But only a fraction of all the Naga villagers is lucky 
enuugh to get any of thuMi different kinds pf help from the 
army. Tbe total effect of the army's civic action tan only be 
demonstratMsnal. But it is the gesture which is being 
appreciated by the villagers. ■ 
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The day of the 
bloody massacre 

Police were unable to protect 14 harijan lives 


Raipur: On 24 January, 14 people- 
aged between three years aoa 
yaari—were masMcred to death it 
kestara village in Bametera tebsif of 
Rajpurdtvmun. All the 14 wereSavna- 
mis (H harijan sect frun the ChhaiiiS' 
garh region 1. The killings proved once 
again that the state had failed to 
provide protenion to harijana, thbals 
and people from the weaker sections 
of tne society. The Kestara incident 
has also unfolded the true character of 
the Madhya Pradesh police whose 
members connived with the culprits to 
torture the haplels harijans. 

The massacre took place at 4 pm on 
24 January but the ^rg district au¬ 
thorities came to know of it only the 
neat day at noon. Around noon, on 24 
January, some Rauts were going from 
Kestara to Bhatpvu in Raipur district 
to participate in the Bars/(first death 
anniversary) of the mother of Ram- 
dayal Raut. The sons of Kedar Satnanu 
(of Kestara village) were standing in 
front of their house and when the 
Rauts went by they passed some com¬ 
ments. Soon a heated exchange of 
words followed apparently over an 
incident which had occurred on 7 
January: three Rauts, Ramdayal, Sheo 
Prasad and Vijay. were injured in the 
scuffle Following the verbal duel. 

At about 4.00 pm. on the same day, 
while the Satnamis were relaxing, a 
crowd of over two dosen people armed 
with lathis, crowbars, axes and a num¬ 


ber of other weapons, surrounded 
Kedar Sainami's house and raided it. 
In the first attack, seven of the Sarna 
mis lost their lives within and outside 
their house Soon a vecortd wave fol¬ 
lowed. The crowd comprising 
Brahmins and Rauts poured Mruiene 
oil on the thatched rim of. the village 
hut where four children and three 
women had barred themselves for 
security and set It on fire. All of them 
were roamed alive- 

The brutal incident has a hack 
pound. Kedar Sainami (6Si originally 
lived in the village with his family. 
Some years ago he shifted tv Supela, 
near tlW Bhilai steel plant, to work as a 
carpenter while his sons continued 
living in the village, ITve Samamis had 
an old feud with atwther Saiiumi fmm 
the same village. Sometime ago. in the 
beginning of January. Kedar's sons 
had beaten up a Sarnami youth, 
Kanhaiya, for having an affair with 
Budhwara Bai. the wife of the eldest of 
Kedar*s brothen. Kedar's sons not 
only charged Kanhalya with the rape 
of Budhwara Bai but ahv had him 
beaten up mercilessly. Since the inci* 
deni, Kinhaiya joined hands with the 
Rauts, who too had many scores lo 
settle with Kedar Satnami and his 
family. 

In an interview Kedar Satnami gave 
to Sunday, after the incident, be out¬ 
lined the cause of the old enmity with 
the Rauls. Seven years ago. he said. 


the Rauis bad left their cattle to grate 
in his gram fields destroying his crop. 
On other occasions. Kedar's^mily end 
the Rauls had several clashes ot’er the 
harvesting. of cnips. Only a month 
before the 24 January incident. 
Kedar's sun. Jamuna Prasad, had gone 
to ihe Rauts fur a loan «*f their bulls for 
thrashing paddy When the Kauis re¬ 
fused. there was a heated exchange of 
words and Ivirh parties threatened 
each other wjh^rave consequences. 

Were It nui for Rhaga Bai, Kedar 
Satnami’s grand-iiaughier. who 
escaped ihemaNvacre, Ihe world would 
he unaware of the bloody incident. 
UiagH Ba\ was in ihe satne village, uol 
very far from her gruiidfiitlier’s huuse. 
A crowd had surrounded the h<»use hut 
her father inlaw succvifdod in con¬ 
vincing ihv crowd rliai Hlmga Bai had 
left for a pilgrimage to Vun. I.ater rhal 
nishi.she m.irugf-d ioescu(H' hum (he 
village and mfmnied her grandfiiihef, 
Kedar. ai Supela on i" January of iho 
incident Together, they weni to muke 
a compiaiiic ti> ilie authoi iiies. On the 
basin ul. ilkor tornpl.iiTii. ihe district 
auihoriiies io«ik m lion 2ll pc^rsuns 
were rounded up, Miilmiing ^ix Siilnu- 
mis, Ike sub inspect 01 ot police and an 
additional (ebsihUiv ot ilie aien can- 
iriiJiing Ihe N.iinkhar |ioIkv station 
wvre sus(H>ndid. 

I*erh-ips. the incideni whiili pro 
Vliked (he massjcie (cH>k place on 7 
Januan Kaiihaiya is ii'pi>rt<*i1 to huvi> 

t one to Kedar Sarn.imrs house when 
is lour Mills were awav. Ilv, along 
with a iiiimh(-r ol R.ioi vouths. wanied 
une ul Kedar Satnami's daoghters-in- 
law to o|>en the doi^r of her house. 
They wanted lu iai>e her She relused 
to <ipen the diNiis (In the same ni|dii« 
the fiouM* was mystenouvlv sci on fire 
Ivy some unkntiwn people 
On 6 January, when memhers uf 
Kedar SainomiX f.itnily. along with 
some women, weni to ropori the mat 
ler to Ihe Niuulghai police staiiim. 
they wore (uirKHl ooi. Keponedlv, one 
uf the siib-ins|H’ctoTs <isk«d one of the 
women to ^ii uii his lap. |,al|i, a head 
constable and a Kant. Ivowaver, was 


Kedar ACiit/iamj recovntjng (he iacKfeat 


Kedar .^nann’s famifv mtwifieis u.ho nert* kilUtt 










B«ni 10 th« village lo investi^te but be 
too miibchaved with tbe Sainami 
facBsly tnanben. On 14 January, some 
other Sainamia and menben of the 
Kedar Satnami family led by Resham 
LaJ Janfade. a former deputy minister 
and presently office bearer of the state 
unit of the staged a demonstra* 
rion in front of the Nandghat police 
statioA demanding security for tbe 
family. On 16 January, the BJP orfa* 
nised a gherMo of the Nanduhat police 
station and only after an assurance 
from the oolice that the Satnami fami* 
ly would DC given adeouate protection 
was the e/wrao lifted. On the same 
day, two home guards were posted at 
thi Satnami house. Tbe hmiie guards, 
however, were withdrawn by the 

E Uca after two days. According to 
dar Satnami, he and other family 
mao bars had requested the police a 
Dumber of tines to provide security 
but the police took no action. In da- 
iparation, he had sent his wife. Pila 
Bel. from Supela to Kestara to Mr 
luade bii sons to leave the village, out 
the sons had refused co move out. 

Kedar was very frank about his sons’ 
characteri. The villagers, he said, were 
not hapM with His sons. His own son. 
Canga Prasad, had an affair with one 
of his ovm daugbters<inOaw. the wife 
^ Rinjit Satnami. A number of villa* 
gets complained that Kedar’s sons 
were a terror to the villagers due to 
their notorious activities. 

Kanhaiyalal Kesariyi, president of 
the Guru Cosein Ghaiidas (the leading 
Satnami saint) Uemorial Comauitec, 


rejected the allegations of the police 
that (here were some Seinamis among 
those who had came to kill. According 
to inforaurion even to him by some 
Satnamis, the p^ice were unnecessari* 
ly involving some of the Satnamis in 
toa case oterely to emphasise the fact 
that it was a ceste fight. Said Kesartya: 
“We (Satnamis) have no other course 
but to tolerate every iU and injustice 
in the villages. If we utter a word or 

ra . we are bound to meet the fate 
ar’s sons." 

On the other hand, Kedar Satnami 
must be given credit (or noi giving any 
casteUt colours to the incident. He has 
been telling everyone that his family 
bad always beea held in contempt by 
the other Satnamis. Sainami leaders, 
however, said that the attack was 
perpetrated oo a strong Satnami fami* 
ly by non Satnamu. Some Satnamis 
Joined in on purely jwrsonal grounds. 

Those killed in tM incident incIutM 
(he four sons of Kedar Satnami: Ganga 
PrtMd (4$), Hem Prasad I40). Jamuna 
Prasad (3S) aod Mathura Prasad (30). 
Kedar*! wife. Pile Bai ($0). Raojit (321. 
son of Ganga Prasad, Reehma Bai (24|, 
wife of Ranjii, Shantl Bai (12). daugh¬ 
ter of Raniit. Devintin (3S). wife of 
Kem Prasad. Sheo Kumar (91. Sooa Bai 
(32) wife of Jamuna Prasad and Raju 
(3), the daughter of Jamuna Prasad 
were among those kiiled. Budhwara 
Bai. wife of Ganga Prasad and Bhava* 
oa Bai. wife of Mathura Prasad, were 
saved because they had gone out to 
the fields, 
ht V. Khar 


DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 



Different rules for a 
Congress(l) MP 


New Delhi: Raisina Marg in tbe heart 
of New Delhi is a very interesting road 
indeed. It begins at one side with the 

E iress club, recently restored to its 
omer dory with the reoptning <4 the 
bar. A nop. step and jump down the 
road is the national onice of (he All 
India Congress CwnnitteedX and only 
another hop after that Is the national 
office of the heir organisation <d the 
AICCdl. the Youth Congress. Just a 
step away from that is an excellent 
example of what a ruli^ P^ity MP 
does with his money and influence, for 
here is the site ^ tbe latest, Msh 
five*nar hotel to come up in DeUu— 
the Hotel Meridian, a coluboration of 
Meridian Hotel, France, Air France 
and Pure Drinks (nee Coca ColaJ. In 
the litter kit behind by the ruing 
hotel are a medley of broken rules. 

Tbe three awkwardly designed tow¬ 
ers of die hotel, when uey do come up 
to the propoeed 212 feet, will be the 
MBwsis of yet another town plinning 
law in the New Delhi area. Though 
Meridian Hotel will be right across the 
rood from two other hMels nearing 
conmietlon. the end. tbe Yat- 

ri mwes, It has been a controversial 


road for the Meridian to cross. The 
fact is that the Kaoishka and Yarri 
Niwas are in the commercial tone 
south of Connaught Place while tbe 
Mendiaa vitiaie s wfaat is still coiui* 
Ch»nnjit Siogh 


dered a rei«identiai tune in the New 
Delhi municipal arcs. Sadly enough, 
this violation of rules for a Congresstl) 
MP*s hotel, seems tr have the support 
of imporidni officiiak at the local and 
the national levels. 

No less a person than Delhi’s lieute¬ 
nant governor. Mr S L. Khurana, who 
is the ex-officio chairman of the Delhi 
Development Authority (DDAI. also 
knuckled down under the pressure 
(hat the CongressiD MP, Mr Charaoiit 
Sia^. even^ upon the DDA and (he 
Delhi Urban Arts Commission 
(DUAC), At a DDA meeting on 4 
January 1991. the lieutenant guvernnr 
reportedly stood by the DDA's plan- 
niAg officers who felt (bat Meridian 
Hotel should not bp allowed to almost 
double the proposed building's height 
from the permissible 120 feet to Il2 
feet. Bui five days later, tbe lieutenant 
governor called an extraordinary 
meeting of the DDA and asked the 
officials to okay the hotel's application 
to raise the building’s heiui to 212 
feet. The president of the New Delhi 
municipal committee. Mr P. N. Eehl, 
had supported the hoicl'i application 
on 4 January itself. So too had the 
DDA’s vice<niii man, Mr V, S. Ailiwa- 
di, though the newly approved height 
flouted (he regulations of the 
Delhi redevelopment advisory com* 
mittee The union minister or works 
and housing. Mr Bhiahma Narain 
Singh, also did his bit for his fellow 
MP. Before the DUAC met on 14 
January to give formal approval to the 
new architectural plan w the hotel, 
tbe minister summoned the chairman 
of the DUAC and asked him why the 
DUAC was delaylof its clearance. The 
DUAC chairman, Mr S. G. Boee Mul- 
Lick, is reported to have (old tbe minis' 
ter that a number of architects con* 
suited by the commission had not 
found the architectural form and the 
proposed height to be appropriate. 
However, by 14 January the metaua 
bad sunk into the DUAC. It cleareo a 
slightly modified plan for the prop* 
osed hotel, without any^mitigatioD in 
its height, on 14 JanuaiV, though the 
opposirioo of two DDA experts—Mr 
Siyad Shift, chief town planner, and 
Mr S. C. Gupu, former chief town 

S canner—was known to the DUAC. 

he chairman expressed his inability 
to snnd up to the pressure from the 
'works at*! bousing ministry and the 
third planning expert, architect, Mr J. 
R. Bnalla. turned up diplomatically 
late, after tbe decision on the Meri¬ 
dian had been iikeo. 

Meridian Hotel, being constructed 
by the Pure Drinks company In a 
licence agreement with the New Delhi 
MunicipeJ Committee (NDMC). has be¬ 
come a new battle line between the 
Congressd) aod tbe opposition. On 22 
January, the BJP staged a dhama at 
the hotel site. Facing them across a 
wall o( riot police, were the platoons 
led by another Congresa(l) MP from 
Delhi, Mr Dharam Dess Shastri, who 
shares a bungalow from the par lit- 
ment quota with Mr Charanjit Singh, 
director of Pure Drinks Lt^ Mr Shas- 
eri's platoons assembled under the 
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UJF worken smasit postan pur up by Cftjnojtff Siof* $Jf-4hama Ibotfr Uaridian ffMeJ on 2S January 


ntwjy formed ihrethrechar Vindhi 
More ha, which had put up hufe hoard* 
[np againat the Jocal BJP Uader, Mr 
Ked*r Nath Sahni, accuiin^ him ol 
iptndina Ri 2S,000 Mr month, for 
which charge rhe Bjr miendi lo sua 
the Morcha for defamation. Libel 
apart, the BJP did have a point in iti 
protest to the NDMC president that 
the anti Sahni hoardinp at the Wind* 
aor Place roundabout were unauiho* 
riaed and violated municipel bye^iwa. 

A communal angle also cropped up 
io Mr Chareniii Smgh*! confrontation 
with the BJP. The Ahali Dal (Tan 
Singh group! and the Sikh Brothar 
hood International came out io hia 
lupport. They aat under ao umbrella of 
huge, ahrieking bannera that the *BJP 
ia anti-Sikh,' 'BJP is anti-minorities ’ 
To answer this charge, the BJP roped 
in the Delhi unit ^ the Mali Dal 
(Longowal) and the Lok DaL Both 
sldea were prepared to go to war that 
day but the police made sure that they 
outnumbered the political wrokers. 
Over 800 opposition workers courted 
arrest. Only when the city buaei re¬ 
quisitioned by the police moved off 
with the aaryignhia, did peace return 
to Windsor Place and the Connress(l) 
squads retired to meet the BJP on 
another day. Mr Dharam Dass Shas* 
iri’s Bhrashtaebar Virodhi Morcha has 
been created as a Congressfl) army of 
stonntroopers to fight street battles 
with the BJP. Electioiis to Delhi's 
metropoUtan council are near at hand 
and the undertones of violence floet 
out menacingly from the huge pit 
being dug for tfie foundations ot Meri* 
dian Hotel. 

The Meridian is one of the nine new 
hotels coming up in New Delhi to 
provide rooms for tourists expected at 
the Asian Carnes later this year. The 
builders. Pure Drinks Ltd have prom- 
lead that UO rooms would be ready 
when the Asian Games open and that 
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mild certainly be a marveL if it 
hapMBs. At the aomenc. the hotel site 
Is a nuge pit as eartb is Wing dug out 
for the foundatloM and noHaa are 
being dug for concrete pylons that wUI 
hold the structure together. 

That apart, the hotel has been a 
symbol ol controveny from its* vary 

S ^nesU. An aUegavion was ma^ in the 
•jya Sabha on 7 September 1981 by 
Mr Jj. P. Matbur, MP, tiiat 'PaJtan par 
Jo ak hotel Windsor Place mein oan 
rahe Aai, Jiska Pure Drinks wtiay 
sassan ko theka dfya oya. usawy 
Latif Gstadhaii sahib ka saejha hai. 
Veb meri Jaankaii hai aur m san^ 
Jrereney wafey Abdul Siddiqui sahib 
hain“ (The hotel at Windsor ^lace.for 
whkh a contract has been given tu the 
Pure Drinks people, bas a share in it 
for Mr Latif Caladhari This is my 
infonDation and this partnership was 
brought about by Mr All SiddiquiJ 
Later, on I De^mber 1981, another 
Rajya Sabha member, Mr Jiswant 
Singh, said In the House, “We are 
permitting a borrowing of rou^y 
1.3S0 thousand US dollan; ihare is 
necessarily ibe interest eleiMot, plus 
we are permitung a company ^ the 
name or Pure D^ks to make pay¬ 
ments on varioos accounts including 
technical caUahtwaiion.” He addef 
"The paper which has been provided 
by the miDiStry says rhe technical 
collabwitifn will be for design and 
constnietioo of hotels, and the total 
outflow ittvolved ia roughly Rs M 
lakhs." Mr Jaswant Sintf presented 
this inf onsatioo to the House after Mr 
A. P. Sbanoa, minister oft tourism and 
civil aviation, had declaye^ “There is 
no prior commitment* either for fore¬ 
ign coliaboration or fv enemel bor^ 
imna. Bu* the Meridian, as Mr Char- 
anjii Siitgl;. UP. admitted at a press 
eouerence in December, will W a 
collaboration with a foreign h^t) 
chain: three per cent of the room salM 


will be given to the foreign collabor¬ 
ator on the general working basin. 

Pura Drinks Ltd obtained ■ licence 
agreement with the NDMC by making 
tha best offer in response to the public 
body’s advertiaements. It has agreed 
to coBsrrwt, furnish and run the notel 
for an annual licence fee of Rs 2.68 
crores or 23 per cent of the annual 
groM turnover of the hotel, whichever 
IS more. The question being asked by 
nval entrepreneurs is whether Pure 
Drinks Ltd are capable of delivering 
the goods in an industry of which they 
have DO previous experience. The 
manufacturers of Campt Cola. Campa 
and Funday, Pure Drinks have been 
going through a difficult time at many 
of (hair plants outside Delhi. On 7 
April 19 Sl the then minister of law, 
Justice and company affairs cold the 
Lok Sabha that for a Pure Drinks 
subsidiary. Southern Bottlers (Pvt) 
Ltd, “For the year ending 31 AugOst 
1979, its paid up capital was Rs 4.65 
lakhs and total accumulated loss was 
Rs $1.90 lakhs." For 1978-79, Pure 
Drinks, Bombay, showed losses of Ri 
62.$! lakhs and Pure Drinks. Calcutta, 
a loss of Rs 16.09 lakbs. Another 
subsidiary (Punjab Beverages, Chandi- 

S rh), showed accumulated losses upto 
August 1979 of Rs $2.91 Ukhs. The 
attempt at diversification by the Pure 
Drinks group does not have a rosy 
history to uow, eithec. Their com¬ 
pany, Mohan Maehberies Ltd has 
accumulated losses of nearly R« 84 
l^hs. 

Will Pure Drinks be able (o run a 
hotel bener than it runs Its soft drinks 
business? That is the question > How 
else could it hope to pay the annual 
licence fee of Rs 2.68 crores? No 
wonder, then, that the exact terms and 
conditions about the paymitc of this 
fee are not being revealed by the 
NDMC. 

Anil Saari 







TTMBER CONTRACTS 

Gundu Rao flouts laws 
to help friends 


BanjiloK: it • rumour ^inf 

around here that the government in 
New Delhi it ‘‘greatly perturbed* a^ 
out ‘"vanishing wildlife,” “dwladllng 
forest wealthr end "the ecological jm* 
balance.” If this iserue, will soneone 
pieeae pas the message on to Keniata< 
Mi chief minister, R. Gundu Rao? 

In 1910, the central joveroment 
promulgated an Act. the Forest (Con* 
aervarton) Act 1980, by which no forest 
wealth, whether in e reserved or unre* 
served forest, could be removed for 
any non*forest purpose except with the 
previous approve I of the central gov* 
ernment. A ‘"non forest” purpose wei 
defined by the Act as clearing of any 
forest for any other reason. 

Why then, nas the state government 
continued to give out leases to Indus* 
tries based on plywood to cut timber 
from the forests of Coorg? And how 
does Mr Ran explain away the evi* 
dence that at least two of those Indus* 
tries are uoarrolled by personal 
friends and CongresKl) mates? The 
latest timber contract handed out by 
the government, just three months 

S o, was to a company, controlled by 
r K. M. Ibrahim, a friend of Mr 
Gundu Rao and general secretary of 
the Karjiectka Pradesh Congress. Is 
the centre aware of this? 

• ^mce no censure has come from the 
centre, despite vociferous protests 
over the last two years, a group of 
private citizens have gone to the High 
Court. Challenging rhe credentials of 
the stale government in awarding 
these limber contracts, the group or 
Coorg residenni, led by state BJP pres* 
idenc,A, K. Subbaiah, sought an in* 
terim stay both on granting of further 
contracts and on execution of exiatmg 
contracts in the Coorg forests. Result: 
a stay for four weeks during which the 
petitioners have asked the Court to 
scrutinise all records relating to the 
contracts. Meanwhile, ih^ are busy 
mustering public support, ri^t 
lithi 


King the 

“esiebJithment" has too often turned 


out to be little more effective than 
tilling at wlAdmills. This will, bowev* 
er, be a testing point where the central 
government’s seriousness about forest 
wealth and wildlife conservation is 
concerned. And, for their part, Messrs 
Subbaiah and company ar^confideoT 
that as far as the law Is conceraed, 
they possess all the aces in the de^. 

Their contention is simple: as 
dtlaens of India, they have a ”fup* 
dameotel dury to protect the natural 
environmenc including forests, lakes, 
riven and wildlife and also to safe* 
guard the forests which are public 
property.” To prove this they point to 
Artlciis SlA(Gl and (i) of ine Iridian 
CoAfcitutioD. Besides imposing ihO 


du^ on driiens, the Constitulioii casts 
a similar duty on the state govenuneni 
also. These can be easily found in 
Ankle 4SA of Pan fV of the Constiiu* 
lion coQtaining the directive princi* 
pies of nete policy. 

The indiecnmioeie cutting and re* 
Boviag of timber from Coorg not only 
against these directive principle 

t is also contrary to every ocher 
forest law in exwence. And the Cuadu 
Rao govemBeni seems te be blatant* 
ly n^ecting its duty in this respect. 

What has the government to say in 
its defence? So far. nothing. Mean¬ 
while, what weighs hMvUy against it Is 
the recognised Importance of main' 
talning an ecologica] balance in the 
Coorg forests, wiMb coostitute e ma* 
icf ponioQ of the Western Ghats rt* 
gion. What Mr Subbaiah and some 
ecologists are concerned about is ihot 
if timber contracts continue to be 
given out. the entire Coorg district 
may soon bocoae u bare as a football 
field. What roust be kept in mind is 
that these timber contracts give the 
aaoual license to denude more than 
one lakh acres of prime forest area! 

Although Articles 4aA end SlA(Cl 
end (1) were introduced for the first 
time under the Constitution (42ad 
Amendment) in 1978. the importance 
of preserving and maintaining the 
forests in India was recognised as far 
back u the latter half of rhe 19Th 
century. Recogoising the necessity of 
preventing unauthorised and indiscri* 
mnete felling of trees, the Indian 
Foreus Act ll7B. was enacted by the 
British. Large areas of forests were 
declared res^ved forests with the re* 
suit that all rights claimed in 
respect of such forests became invalid 
eno only limited rights were admitted 
^ tbe settlement cdficer. The provi¬ 
sions of the Ind ian FocWi Act 1B?B, 

A.K gubbaiah 



were extended to the then state of 
Coorg. In time the entire area covered 
by the Ghat forests of Coore came to 
be designated as reserved forests. 

With, the declaration of these areas 
as reserved forests, only limited rights 
of grazing cattle, exploitation of natu* 
ral cardamom, vegetation etc., were 
recognised and admitted by the forest 
settlement officer. No ri^i to exploit 
the timber growth in these reserved 
forests for commercial purposes was 
either recognised or admitted under 
the provisions of the Forests Act. 

The old maharajahs of Coorg main* 
fained an equally enlightened policy 
regarding forest conservation laws. 
During their reigns, the Coorg forests 
vrere well-managed both from tKe 
point of revenue yield as well as 
preservation ^ forests for ecological 
reasons. Accordingly, the Coorg 
maharajehs ^ave out leases ceiled 
/anme Afafeir to certain families in 
the aree. The families were not permit* 
ted any right of alienation nor were 
they allowed any right to sell the 
timber on rhe lands. The only rights 
they had were to pick cardamom 
grown under natural conditions. 

When Coorg came tnio the oUl»ej}* 
larged Mysore state, now karnatako. ii 
suited successive luveriimems tn du* 
regard ihe careful pJamung ot vv,u^. 
They took advantage of one ctuuNv in 
the K a mat ax a Forest Act 19h.l term* 
tained in the Central Act looi ih.ii 
under grams or coniracrs made hv ihv 

C averiimeni. rights could lie eM'ici'4*d 
V individuals with the result ih.u 
there are now about 17 mujur wuikI 
based industries which depend >i:i 
Coorg timber. 

The uroblem. taken up wiih tiistu hy 
Mr Stinbaiah and his Irivnds <ii ihv 
High Court, was first highlighivd in 
the KarnatHka Legislative Council 
when u very large number of yaiririM 
Ma/xrsbeliinging iu the Urnilyuf Mr V. 
Medappa, former chiet justice oi Kar 
nataka High Court. Vas t«ikcik on lt**ise 
by a man called Emmanuel Ramupnr 
am. Mr Rarnapuram tried repeatedly 
to cut timber from that land Inn failed 
tu get permission. In 197H. he entoiud 
into a partnership to manage this .irra 
and famed Rafnapumm Kstate** Li* 
mited Hiai partnership fum included 
Mr R. Y, Chorpade. a close fneud of 
the chie' minister and an MP frenn 
Ballary district. The new paitneiship 
firm applied for permibsion to exti'act 
timber from the land to the deputy 
commissioner. Coorg. The application 
wasoppe^d by the CongressiU i MLA. 
Mr Nanaiah, who, incidentally, was the 
forest minister in the Devarai Urs 
cabinet. The maner was later taken up 

by Mr Subbaiah. A controvvrsy 

erupted. 

Mr Ramapuram. on his part, filed a 
case against the state claiming prop* 
rietorial rights over the land. Ulti* 
mately a decree was passed in favour 
of Mr Ramapuram, saying that he was 
entitled te proprietorial rights of the 
forests ana that he could cut and 
remove timber without even paying 
rhe real value of rhe timber as ass^* 
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Few manufecturers of electronic components 
will meet your specific requirements. 

Even fewer will meet the deadline. 



Kettron does Doth 

We can mod^ standard Kdtrcn conyonent s to suit your specific requirements. 
And when we make a commitment to detncr the componCT is on a paiticuCar 
date, we stkk to it 

No matter what 

Our large volume productun capacities enable us to do tM& 

And we Know that a component e useless if you carh gk It whenyou need It most 
But that doemt mean wel pass off Just any component 
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And vshen we test each and evay component of eatfi and My component at 
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$«d by the foreei department. The 
matter went up to the UUh Court at 
which point (he state filed an appeal 
for a compromise with Ur Ramamran 
stating that limber w^h Rs 4S lakhs 
could be removed ^ him on 
nishioa a security of Rs 7S lakhs. 

At this stage. Mr Subbaiah. filed a 
counierapphcition before the High 
Court (hat the entire transaction was 
'collusive;'' that it should not be 
allowed to operate because it was 
against the interest of state directive 
principles. He esked for a stay,of the 
order passed by the Court under which 
Mr Ramapuram was Mnairted to cut 
and remove timber. The matter was 
not stayed but the forest department 
did not grant permission ro cut timber. 

Even while his apphcation was 
pending. Mr Ramapuram filed another 
application to the High Court. This 
time he asked (hat he be permitted to 
furnish security on a blockwise basts 
for cutting and removing timber which 
represented the value of the furnished 
security In spite of apposition by Mr 
Subbaiah and others, (he Court 
allowed the application and Mr Rama* 
purtm appeirM to have wen the day. 
Although they realised that the a(h 
lication could not be challenged Mr 
ubbaiah and his friends did not give 


up. They had the weight of ouiiscn>us 
laws governi^ forests on cheir side. 
Besid^ their quarrel was not only 
with Mr Ramapuram and Mr Chor* 
pade. They were aiming at a more 
substantUil result: the blocking of 
what they considered to be "arbitrary 
and illegal' transactions between the 
state government and private timber 
contractvrs blatandy thumbing their 
noses at the central government. 

At the end uf this intenm stay 
period (lCk20 February) and <19'20 
February) if the central government is 
really tenous about honouring the 

C revisions of the IMO Act. at least 17 
irge wood-based industries in Kama* 
taka will have lo close shop. Since 
huge amounts of money are involved 
on the side of the contractors, and 
since many of these roniracturs have 
friends in "high places.” the fight 
against them will not he easy. Mr 
Subbaiah and the others, for their 
pan, do not intend to give up without a 
struggle. It remains to be seen what 
role the central government will take 
to iron out the problem since, eccord* 
ing to the provisiona of the I9b0 Act it 
is (he central government which 
should be the final authority on any 
such timber deals 
Louise Fernandes 


NEWS INTERNATIONAL 


CELEBRITY 

Jacqueline and 
her photographers 


(Niio: Jacqueline Lee Bouvier Ken¬ 
nedy Onassis is once again in the news. 
She is back in a legal tussle with her 
longtime here noire, freelance press 
photographer, Ron Galellu. Mrs Ones- 
sift. Widow of President John F. Ken¬ 
nedy and multi billionaire Greek ship¬ 
ping tycoon, Aristotle Onassis. went to 
court in New York late in December 
1981 pieadi^ protection from harass¬ 
ment while Galelia rigidly maintained 
Chat his press photographer's right to 
photograph a pubhe figure like Mrs 
Onassis was guaranteed by the First 
Amendment to the American Constitu¬ 
tion. 

Ron Galella's methods have 
been much less unobtrusive than tak¬ 
ing telephoto shots from distant 
fishing boats. His aggressive ways led 
to clashes with secret service agents 
detailed to protect the deceased^asi- 
dent Kennedy's minor children, pi- 

S ued, Geleila filed e case against Mrs 
naitii and the aecret service <m the 
grounds that they obstructed with his 
aamiaa of a livelihood. He aaked to he 
paid 11.9 suUloB in damages. 

That was in 1972. Mrs Onassis, who 
had felt iacreatinglv harried by Calel- 
la's braib vnya, grabbed the opportun 



/acquefine: rear new 


iry to file a counterclaim. She pleaded 
that his methods constituted harass¬ 
ment and asked the court to forbid 


them Dunng the five-week trial it was 
revealed that Galella's 'news- 
gathering techniques' comprised a 
myriad vexing ways of harassing his 
celebrity subject: accosting her in pub¬ 
lic places like (he footpath in front of 
her flat, theatres, eating hnusesichur¬ 
ches. beaches, parks ana the schools of 
the Kennedy children. 

She was nut spared even In private 
parties or when she was in the com¬ 
pany of friends and relatives. Galellt's 
camera flash went off directly before 
her face aud ^insi the window of the 
car she was in. He would walk up tu 
her, push her, sometimes hit her with 
the strap of his camera and when she 
reactad, be clicked. Once he engaged 
the services of a man tu dress as Samta 
Claus and grab and hug Mrs Onassis as 
be took pknires. 

John and Caroline Kennedy, her 
children by the late President, were 
ivot spared either. They were similarly 
embarrassed and disconcerted. His 
discommodious tactics included incur¬ 
sions into haunts frequented by them. 
Forays, into (heir schools were fre- 

S uent. Once when John Jr was only 10, 
alella hid behind a bush while the 
little boy was cycling and when he 
neared|rae ubiquitous photographer 
jumpeo out to take a picture^ Tha 
surtled boy applied brakes and almost 
fell off his Imycie. Another time, 
Calella invaded the courts while 
young Caroline was playing tennis and 
as she burst into tears he did a Moham¬ 
mad AU act of dancjn| around bar, 
taking pictures and yelling. 'Don't be 
nervous honey!” 

Umpteen such instancei of Galella's 
galling antics were cited in the 1972 
case. At (he end of it. the trial judge 
ruled that Galella was suilty of 
"harassment, inteniinnsl inniction of 
emotional diureis, assault and bat¬ 
tery, invasion of privacy and conuner- 
cial exploitation of tne President's 
widow.' Hie permanent injunction 
granted to Mrs Onassii expressly 
ordered Galella to stay beyond SO 
yards of Mrs Onassis and 7S yards of 
her children. 

But Galella was not to he put down. 
In 1973, he filed an appeal In a federal 
appeals court. Jacqueline Onassis, he 
contmued to maintain, was a public 
figuie and, in taking her pictures, he 
was only performing his duty as a news 
photographer. As such, his conduct 
ought to be protected by the First 
Amendment to tbe US Constitution 
which guaranteed journalistic free¬ 
doms. The legal battle drew enormous 
attention. It concerned a celebrity^the 
very mention of whose name wa^ a 
sure draw. Additionally, it raised fun¬ 
damental constitutional questions of 
interest to lawyers and journalists 
alike. 

The federal appeals court upheld 
the trial court'i opinion that Ron 
Galella's conduct violated the state of 
New York's criminal laws against 
harassment and it was not ^otected 
by the First Amendment. The court 

did not dispute (he fact that Mrs 
Onassis was a public figure who was 
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Uabk to covorai« bjr ^ pf«tt but 
held that CaleUa ^v/em far beyond the 
reasonable bounds of aews>fatherijif 
liii constant surveiUance obtruaire 
and iotniding presence." However, 
the court recognised GaJeUa^s h^t to 
perfonn his journalistic job by vastly 
reducing the distance resthctioos on 
him. (le was now forbidden to cooie 
within 30 fetr of the Kennedy children 
and 25 /eer of their mother. 

If you think Calella was subdued by 
the two defeats, you are mistaken. In 
her lace Decemlwr itetement to the 
New York court, Mrs Onasiis claimed 
that he has cootinued to pester her in 
Che 10 years since she won the first two 
rounds of the legal clash. Caroline 
Kennedy's graduation from Harvard 
and her brMher’s graduation from 
Andovar were marm by Calella's 


intruave brand of photojournalism. 
His harassmem toucned • new high 
last sominer. The particular incident 
chat forced Mrs Onaasis to seek legal 
redress occurred when Galella's em* 
ergence from nowhere caused Caro* 
line to swerve ber htcyde out of its 
lane and into the face of oortishing 
traffic. Clearly, her life had been en* 
dangerad. Jacqueline Onassis has now 
askM that the court cite Calelb for 
coQiampt because he has not obeyed 
(he 1972 order of the court. 

Once again, the spotlight is on 'Jack* 
ie.’ Additioo^ interest is focutsH on 
the case because constitutional and 
legal questions of journalistic pri* 
viTegc and an individual's right to 
privacy are involved. As the two long* 
time adversaries have it out in (ha 
court, the tabkads have been provided 


with grist for their mill. Is the press 
with Kon Galella? Depends on the 
section of the fwess. Those public^, 
tions which thrive on celebrity pic* 
cures would nui countenance their 
suppliers' methk^ds compromised. On 
the other extreme is the conservative 
Wgihingion Post which recently edi¬ 
torialised: "Any celebriry must put up 
with a certain invasion of privacy, but 
the pattern of behaviour oescribed by 
the court in this case offends sensibili* 
ties, defies mintmai standards of civil* 
ity and abuses the prerogatives of the 
press. Mr Galella's conduct sets him 
•part from other working journalists. 
HU tactics are not the norm. In conde* 
mning them, one does not undermine 
or diminUb the rights of the responsi* 
ble working press ** 

Vlvck Seagupta 


Zia: "/ will certainly get what I want 


London: The most important leg in 
President Zis ul Huq's recent three* 
nation lour of Zurm was, quite 
obviously, hU vinit to ^ince. Cleerly, 
the object was to repair the somewhat 
«rrainM relaiionshm between ihe two 
countries since 1976, and Hpecially 
after the death of Mr ZuUiqar Ali 
Bhutto. It wds also an attempt on the 
part of Pakistan's diciaior to rstabliah 
a personal rapport with the new 
Prtnch head of state, Honsieur Pran* 
cois Miltvrand. 

Hriwever, the twu*day stopover 
proved to be a rather luw-kcy event, 
with the visiting dignitary gaining 
prominence not so much for nls ex* 
changes with hii French counterpart, 
but 1^ his endeavour to refute allege* 
tions about Pakistan's persistence 
with die manufacture of an atomic 
bnnh, and allied subjeas. An Amer* 
icun CIA report, coinciding with the 
Pakistani leader'.^ stay in Paris, had 
claimed thai Pakistan would be in a 
posiiion 10 detonate a nuclear device 
within three yean though she was 
unlikely io do so in order not to 
jeopardise USA’sS3.2 billion miliiary 
and ccunomic aid to her^iprcad over 
six years and now in the pipeUne. 
(The report also suggested that a 
preemptive strike 1^ India so as ro 
destroy this nuclear facility cannot be 
ruled out). In a short and emphatic 
outburst at a press conference. Presi¬ 
dent Zia said: “Pakistan has neith^ 
the capaDiiity nor the intention of 
making an atomic hbrnb.” But he 
outlined that his councry lake other 
developing counthes which imponed 
petrol needed to fisid new sources of 
energy, panicularly nitclear energy, 
whUe an official lo Pakiatao was 

S ooted as saying about (be same dme 
lat a nuclear exploaioa can be part of 
a peaceful programme. 

On a related t^ic. that of the 
overall arms balance in the aubcooti* 
nent and how it might be affected by 
India’s possible purchaaa of Fren» 
weapons, includitm the Mirage 2000 
planes. Preitdent Zia stated Htai (be 
natter was "discuiaad la geneea] 
terms” with Preiidffli Mliterand. 
However, he vrent on to aty: "Fakla* 


lift Is not in compeiition with India. necesairily an indication of failure. Ii 

India la a larger country, perhaps is apparent (hat Preiideni Zia. at 

(heir requirements are larger. I’m Mt least, adopted the right strategy by 

in a poanion to challenge what India raising, above anything else, the ques* ’ 

gets. But 1 will certainly get whai I Uon of Afghenistaa. There is an 

want, for my own setuniy.’' almost totalTdentliy of views between 

The close lies between Pakistan him and the French Socialisu, Preii* 

and France received e setback when dent Uitierund not excluded. Of 

(he lei ter withdrew her promise to course, it's likely that the present 

supply e nuclear reprocessing plant adminisTratlon In France will not pro* 

unim a 1976egreeiBani as a resultof vide aey great encouragement to a 

American opposition. Referrum to military junta, but at the same time, 

this, Prendeni Zia said he baa not diplomatic circles point out that.(be 

touched on nuclear issues in his meet* timing of President Zia’s visit nay be 

ing with President Mitierand. Indeed, a message to New Delhi from Peru to 

es a supplementary, he made, the finelise the Mirage deaf. It is general* 

interesting comment ihei the 1979 ly believed that despite the softness 

agreement had never been annulled, m the Socialists towards India, the 

Tlaua. other than his remarks at this bureeucrecy in the French foreign 

press conference. President Zia's pee* office continue to be sympathetic to 

fence in Freoce evoked little public* Pakistan. 

ity, whkh was in sharp contrast 10 the If be ihe rate, India can ill 
fanfare witnesaed dvinAg Mrs Indira afford lo sit idle 

Gandh i's visit in Norember. Bui a iKk 
of public or media attention is not Arirts Ray 

Zit with Bfitteraod : war rbe Pakistan leader's vtuc a warning to f/i</ra7 











Now, silver strengthens 
the bonds between us 


27th December 1956 marked a colourful 
beginning. Colour-Chem was fc^med to manu* 
lacturc pigment priming colours and binders 
indigenously. And has not looked back since. 

Wo ve grown by leaps and bounds — progrcsjwly 
expanding and diversifying to meet the rtcedsoPu 
wide range of industries. From pigments and dyes 
for textiles, plastics, paints. j>rinting inks and rubbei 
to colours, chemicals, auxiliaries for leather, arkt 
intermediates for pharmaceuticals dyesluflsand 
pesticides 


in oursihiT jubilee year, we thank all those who 
have contributed to our growth. Vhe industries. The 
trade. Our collaborators and wiling organizations. 
Arnl all those wonderful people wmi need and 
cherish cokiur— pei^lc 4ke you 

Inspired by your needs, we viiemniy ij^wuur 
quest for even ^^atcr suax'ss—to helptne silver 
biHulsofour relationship take onyel another dazzl¬ 
ing hue Brilliant, sciniillalinggold 


Cohor (hem 


COLOUR«CHEM LIMITED, (.nu^ngate KnUreMion. Bombay auuiKtu 















THE WORLD 


All for the bomb 


THE THERMOSTAT TEST 


Iraq wuits to be the first 
Arab country to produce tbe 
Duckar bomb. Thii news cotB* 
ei from Awed Abmed 
Asheralu ibc men wbo shared 
in Beihded last year a prison 
cell with Dr KuOMla SMbris* 
tani, former daputy ehabmoe 
of tbe Iraqi oudear comus* 
skn and scientific edvlaer to 
President Huaaeio. Now in’ei* 
ile in ^nada, Aihareh claisu 
(hat Dr Shahrisiani had been 
arrested in December 
lor refusing to develop a nuc* 
leaf, bomb with the French 
reactor imtallod in Iraq^ "He 
kept ralkina about tbe reactor 
not bcinf then for econoib^ 
developmont ond welfare,* 
says Aihareb. recallina nis 
discussions with the vaee< 
diameducated Dr Shahristaei 
The Kientist. eccordini to 
Aahireh once iwn. had been 
convicted of amietate aciivl- 
tias and ii now tervind a 20 - 
year iail sentence. He has had 


to endure torture, iAcludiea 
electric shocks.* heafindSi and 
bavina akohol*soaked coiteo 
placea berween his toes and 
* aer on Kre. His Canadian wtfe. 
Bernice, has remained in 
Badhdad with her three chil* 
dreo since hU arrest two 
years mo* 

Hie baql dovernneot has 

dcawd thM charteasayiAa 

that it has no inteotHMi ol 
buikUsid e nuclear bomb and 
that no oneby the name d 
Shabriatanl had ever woHied 
as a foveramem mider advis¬ 
er. In fact in Auaust IMI. an 
Irani minister. Noon Faisal 
aI*Mahar. while en e risii to 
Toronto had emphasised that 
Iraqi Ihw pheveeta any ciciteo 
mamed to a foreidnar iron 
aaounund a eovarament poai> 
tion, least dU ia tba auclear 
fielo. 6r Shaa^ani, in other 
weeds, dees not eeist as far as 
the Iraqi leveroment is con* 
corned. 
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Food ban on Amnos^ on 

Baha^is royal btrCht 

The NM.OOQ Baha'is in Iran, Ninetythrea ye at old 
eiready banned from holding Labour peer Ura Brofcway 
lOvernment ioba, voting and has urged the British govern* 
lendiAg their children to nemtograntamnestytopeo* 
•chooI.wUI soon be prevented pie convicted of ooevioient 
from buying food. Tho crimes—like drinklDg and 
Bsha’i faith is reprded as prostitution-^o celebrate, in 
horesy by the Eslaoitc fun* iiimmef, the birth of Lady 
danwntiliiis in Iran. Diana's baby. 

Iran's Poles refect 

distress sale ^ 

In dire need of foreign re* Polish relief workers in 
venue to wage war againtt London have "turned aw«y or 
Iraq and unable to sell qiL the destroyed* tens of cootrace^ 
Khomeini regnne sdd aboui tive pills which bed been don* 
SO tons of Iran's gold reserve aitd to tbem by general prac* 
in two instalments—the first, titioners and hospi*^ Bri* 
four or five months ago. and tain as pert of the medical aid 
the second, sometime in janu* for Poland. Reason: Poles are 
ary this year. Tbe sales were pracrising Catholks and tbe 
made in Swiuerland. Church disappovesof the pill. 

vs slavo trodo 

FBI agents recently sear* thear "oomen* for about two 
cb^ homes in Los Angeles years, were taken into protec 
ind Beverly Hills in an tive custody. Said Edward 
attempt to crick a ring that Best. a|cni«ip*^8rge of the 
has been illtgally smuggling FBI bureeu in L« Angaks: 
in forelgnan ind salliBg tneiB "The ihrun of the invesHRe* 
II servants. Many Indeiie* turn does not concera m 
liens who were allegedly sold aliens. The serious problem Is 
for between ll.SOO to $3,000 thcfillefaJ) involumary servi* 
■nd forced to raisaia with tude..." 


One of the reasons why you shouldn't risk 
buying an iron only because it^ cheaper. 

This, of course, is only one of the many tests 
we carry out on our irons. The moisture 
resistance test, endurance test, drop test, 
cord grip test, all point towards one of the 
most important features of our irons. Safety. 

4 

$0 when you spend a little more on a * 
Kleerlone iron, you get a lot more in return. 

Mese eoaeemiemcei The handle is easy to 
hold. And the weight is ideal. Your hands 
will not feel the strain. 


Mere lelave: It beats up faster, thus 
speeding up your ironing and leaving you 

more leisure. 

s 

Mere depe&deUlilr: It's after all a quality 
product from Kleertone, backed by 
prompt Rallis after*sales service. 

Mere to choose from: You can choose from 
d range of automatic or non-automatic irons. 
Both are extra safe. In fact, our 
non*automatic iron provides a permanent 
earthing connection, a heat regulation 
switch and a high insulation resistance. 
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T . V. Frtsad, producer ol 
XJ Uk Duajt Xe Lift, Kes 
instklled siereoplxwk 
Mund recording eglupmoDC 
in Ki$ Pr«»»d Studios. This 
mikss It the first itudio m 
South £ut Asii to offer 
luch fedlities. S. P. Seiewb- 
mmeniua hud the distioc* 
trni of singiu the fint song 
for the film ZMAtkecru 
Xeje. The ttueicdirector is 
Diiw$it end the film stirs 
t($lmk$nttnd Sridevl 

ook whit’mernage his 
one to the cireersuf 
two promising ertistis. 
Birehf hive two ytirs pee- 
sed eftir the merrtaie be* 

I ween Manjala end Vinay 
Kumar and producers have 
decided rtot to have anV' 
Thing to d^wUh them, (n 
desperitioA. Vina; Kumar, 
who had been doihdonly 
the ro)es of heroes, took up 
the role of a villain. lo a 
final attempt to get out of 
tba ness, the couple have 
now deaded to produce a 
fUm called Nen/enpe/ with 
Stva/r Cenesen in tM lead 
role. 

^ayentlu. to pnduclhrt. 
with a bang 


A ctress Jaya/ttkit dect- 
lion to shift her resi¬ 
dence to Bangalore follow* 
ing her mgmege ce Cfrfbe* 
bu was a «nse oov^iodeed 
Having made li big u the 
KaanadAfiln indttRxy. the 
actress U now tryieg her 
hand at film produrriMi 
wah the help of her hiu* 
band The couple have 
already produ(*d two films 
both of which ore awaiting 
release. 


Xra: curves 
exb^nee 


MS/Or 




K im, after her greet 
ihdwini in Naaaat, is 
being virtually Innered by 
moat produeera No one 
really knows why? Poor 
Kim. DaiiMy haa already 
broken ber heart by Waving 
her (or was ii the other way 
round?) and rumours have it 
that she had baea h»t\M an 
affair of tbe heart fstrkuy i 
ikitb Afanmuhao Demi, but 
aaparentfy it ted JUm eo> 
wlWrt. So. KiA began 
dnglingler the roles of 
vamps. However, according 
tea recent interview, Kim 
said ihei she did not want to 
capitalise on rtreallng the 
cuiwes of her body; *1 want 
to make it only as a 
heroine...! cowdn*t seduce a 
/?/if hried I * No wonder, 
said the wag who heard the 
ooounent. '* Naturally, she 
couldn’t make it witn Duoy 
and Manvwhao Desai.* 

S hades of SAoiay. did I 
hear somcoee say? Frau 
all the whisperu^ gung on 
In filmiud, ^aoi^ Xumtr 
and Jkmiad Gebber JChoji 
ere the btigest aoaiBies. 
This time Mnjeev Kumar is 
to Uame. fot, it was be who 
took a swipe at Augad lUun 
by taking away the manager 
of Amjad's lanplorv hotel 
Tppkepi. for hU own. 
PrinceV Bewara. Thekursa- 
hob, you might kiie your 
right hand in ibe hotel la* 

dttitjy. 


'pbeend erf last year wei 
X ebo one where old guv- 
rail were forgotten and new 
friendihcpi fo^d. Tbe best 
ezample one can tliink of it 
the Oeboo Xapo^Tiiia 
AfMun quarrel U seems 
ibat Ijkeboo has taken the 
ftm step in the lorgiving- 
ttd'fwgeiting sequence. 
Dwiaga recent get- 
together Kapoor did not 
bear about the bush. He said 
Ittai Munim/r could “w^ 
with us* If sgewag keen 
tswuth. But w4f Ms Munifli 
do so? Certainly not. say 
inalders, because Oaboojl 
sees a very fine actrew in 
ihci lovely lady fpm down 
South, Jteii A^Jiofn. • 
EemVtimeheseesher.be 
Bwre than lust nan. 


TATho says ouri>eepek Pe- 
Vf rasher only swings one 
w? Recently nis name was 
linked to (guess who?) 

Xaakhi. As soon as the story 
started doing the usual 
rounds, RasKhl was very 
an noyed. The last person 
.she wanted herself to be 
involved with wasDeepak. 

So she took the first step 
and banned him from enter¬ 
ing her home. But Deepak 
was not to be outdone. He 
Bot busy tod spread the ’ h ^ 
word that he was going 
steady with Sahka, this 
time. 1 haw no idea whet 
SeNka will do about that, 
but not many in tbe film 
industry now believe 
Dteptk’s involvements with 
women. 




fWbae; we fc oms *lfuaijn)r* I'ctfeera Bali: beppwets al fan 




AMiJad.trafct oai TbaJeunafiMb Ottpak sbadyS/rvo/yamanu 


P vhaps. sdiM of you 
have alrea^ heard tbe 
fast sounds of wedding 
bdDa I am speaking of our 
Chlcutta beou, Wim un 
Pukra beefy, who is shoitly 
foing tube enagaged for life 
to ysfeefa Bali. But didn't 
bosh The bride and the 
bridegroom promise to tbe 
aMe world that they would 
DM eiBaesh their lives in 
matrimony? Yogeeta's 
matfser is v^ sure thet hv 
daughter wiObe varv happy 
this second Time. Se I he^ 
wUIMithun. 


T alking about chvtbus* 
ten, the Ldi Sabha re¬ 
cently released figures on 
the number of movie balls 
in the states. And topping 
the UsT are southern states; 
Andhra Pradesh has 1.094 
halls followed by Tamil 
Nudu wbich h«» 1.914. Kera¬ 
la is third wirti 1.122 
t heatres. A close fourth on 
(he list is Karnataka with 
1,021 halls. Ai tbe bottom of 
list are three states; Sik* 
kun. Mitoram and Aru* 
nacbal Pradesh with only 
two balls each. 


9w^ 


























Suifity iMdt 


inning 2l February 


m Aprlu.14 ttwi) A 
moderilely 9^^9C^M 1>m« 
T Nes ihMd o( yotf. A r«voi^aM 

w«ek for m^Mrs reland n 
Dropefty. Pimncia*>y. Ihn o 
90ir>Q 10 Da a lucky week (or you providad 
you check your axlravaganr taodeneiis. The 
domaaic front will ramatn pea ce ful. H ml 
proyida you wNh a* Ihe euopon thal you 
rtp^. A weak of aleady progreae for ihoaa n 
earytca Your health wif ahow egna of 
Improvafeol Noia good weak fofromerwe. 
,BaMMI:2i,24ar^27. Lartynankart 1. 
S*^ 9 FaioaraWa IkaaHea: Souifnaat. 


By AMRITLAL 


^ 190 (It lepat 14 tnnanir) 

A vary lonely and diamel weak 
lea ahead of you. You are 
tiefy 10 be anavnd Oy your 
rantvea. fnendi and acquaim* 
ancea. Even your tamriy menbera may ay to 
avoto you. Oonottolihaigeljtou Apeal 
error • iMIy to taka a heavy tol . Try nol to 
gal dapreamd: lha bad tnaa ml aoon be 
over. A word of atfnce: face your problams 
wHh lorliluOa nto courage. Qaal MM: 22. 
24 and 26. Laafer MMn: 3. 4 and 7 
FaaeiifaMa Mraciaa: Nor»aeM vto Souths 
east 


S SAfilHMIlUt Daetrnkar— 
14 Jeauary) The donnetic from 
wM be the local polnl tor you 
this weak a source of loy and 
hapo<nas$ ihai will provide 
mth al the euppon ihal you might need. A 
laerat manar wii prograw and banalH you. 
Mamri raiaiad lo propany grto imuranea 
wtt turn to your favour ThcM In larwca will 
be raquHad to pay a great deal ol atiantiort to 
your work. Use lad m dealing with your 
aUera. 6aad laM; 24, 26 and 27. Lecky 
anabm: 3. 4 v>d 6 Fayaurabla Kiacllaa: 
Eaal. 


r?/-1 TMJRUS ns Mav-14 Jaaa) An 

weak lor ihoea m 
^G^'^A^^aa'vica You mly have to taka 
I i ^ <aap unat) *» 

do not ahrrk your duiiea 
for they will mtirraiaV help you m getting a 
wali’deMrved promotion RnanciaHy. Ihto 4 
a lucky weak ihare are chartoaa that you ml 
gam through spacuiaiior> However, you are 
eOvisad to kaap an eye on your haedh A 
latter will Dnng you good r>awf A good weak 
for romanca make lun um ol e Oaad MM: 
22, 24 and 26 Lacky nanMm: t. 4 end 5. 
Favoarakle dlraelten; Waii 

S fiEMIM n$ Jaiia-14 Jalyl A 
twriy go^ weak The domai- 
lie from wii conbnua to ba a 
source of joy lor you. Thoaa 
wnh children are gotog to 
spend many happy moments wrth them 
ThoM m Mrvica am lAaty to make alow pui 
steady progress Foitow your hunch and 
success is yours The fir>sr>&al from tooka 
Onghi A word ol edvtce try rw to toaa 
your tamper Ireouantiy and watch your 
hearth M MM: 23 25 and 27. Cicby 
aumberr 3. 6 and 9. Fmarihie llrtMaa: 
North 

S CANCEFI ns Ailr-14 Aegaall 
This IS a great weak for you. 
Thera will ba soma* apaciacu- 
lar changas on your profaa* 
sioftol front. There is every 
possibility ihal you wH swach yobs which w« 
leave youi finances m a bettor condibor. 
Change cri residance is not ruled out The 
domaaiic iroru wA continua to be a source of 
happinoss lor you. laitars wM kaap you 
busy do not datoy m raphmg them A very 
good bnye for romance. 6aod MM; 21, 23 
and 25. Ucky nambars: 2,6 artoi faveersMa 
dlracttoi: South. 


WAMdSliHiHif IIOSM 
bap Aft atcanew week tor ro» 
manca Ai tofl you wdi meet 
parson of your heart For 

flSA _lihoae less romanttoiRv vw 

cknad. a mamaga « not abpga th er unbkafy 
Ml # a good weak tor couriahlp and 
pursuing mamwniei negobikona. A very 
good weak lor craaBva aresia: your aftona 
wiH ba crowned wdh aucoew AM on your 
Muibort to eototog problems. WaKto your 
health 6aad Mlaa: 24, 2S ard 27. Issfey 
aatobara: 2. 4 and 9 fmmm Mmflaa: 


UlfMi (IS Ostobif 1* (Sevan- 
bar| A $uccm$M weak las 
=9ypsahead of you Bustoasaman 
^;-^ y^^ere adviaed toamar mio new 
conifeeia Profassionafs are 
bkaly to make slaady progress: tor the 
tockiar oTtoS. a promokor^ la nol a kogather 
unkkaly A good weak to push toiW your 
plena and implamsnt toam A vary good 
week to seek favours from ffiosa m euthonty 
A HigaUcto rnay causa you kneiaty do nol 
worry, lha outooma mb ba levoureDle. GasS 
MWr 25.26 and27 lacby — Sir s : t.2and 
3 FivMtsbto dMtoa: South. 

[jGmri SCO*"0 (IS Mi m M 11-14 Dto 

caaibar) A weak of sxeabam 
^s^SjraopportuniUes awaits you. 
^Sf^SnbMka every uae of dwri end 
wfl win lha prana of pao- 
pia in auihonty- A good weak to diaplay your 
Mans Do nol shvk new ra ap onaibililiai Ihet 
you mey have to ahouldar. Rnancnl pros' 
lams may Ht you tor the batter pert of the 
week: kav • wMh on yosir purae Sihngs 
and avoid ipaoMliort . A levourabie weak 
M romance'oepMMa an A Gaae MM: 21. 
23 Md 26. UMy nabait: 3. 4 vto 9.' 
re liefbWi BracIMi; SovA and West. 


CAFRICMN 116 Jaavsry—14 
^FebraanrlBewsrsofoppostton 
^ £}Y^kom a (smele rsistive Oo not 
Rbs unduly worried, sHhough 
might have to face a lot ol 
problamt R would -ba to your advanlaga to 
use tact and paoehca in dealing wth such 
ratawas A sacral matiaf is Mealy to progrsaa 
considerably TNa. nowsver. is not a very 
lucky weak tor afiisUc and iniaseciuai pur* 
SMS You may have to undanaka a (oumay 
to solve a proWn Qead ditis: 2i, 23 and 
26 iaaby aanbars: i. 2 and 9. f ivnuM i 
SMSttoa; South 

AQUARIUS (IS Ffbrviry—14 
I Mtsb) Buwnaaamen. ii^tan 

'your belts ims is an idaai lima 
to launch a rmw venture. Do 
LJ****CJ npt hawtata to adopt novel 
methods In business A mamber of too 
oppoaba aav is gomg to ba sKlremaiy help* 
hji. However, a word of advtoa tme unoi a 
vary good weak tor rorhanca; an affair of the 
head may coma to a sudden and, causing 
ydu a graai deal of dHtrass Keep a ciOM 
welch on ihe health of your lanM. OoM 
MM: 22.24and26.Usk|fNnibafi: 3, 5«to 
7. F iiraaf a b l i dfresbaa; Wasi 

a nsCEt fis ttaRb—14 Apni) a 

difftouh weak is ahead of you: 
you wbi raouira all tna pabanoa 
ar>d courage that you can rrua- 
lor to face ihe problems lhal 
wib stara you this weak. Ust lact and 
dfitornacy in your Oaakr>gs. Not a good time 
to staA a new venture Oo nol lake unneces¬ 
sary nMs The finarKiai from does not look 
very bnghi check extravagani landenoas. 
Keep you lempar under control. Cheer up: 
the hard times will ba over soon. Qoob dtM: 
23. 25 and 27, Ueky neaibtra: 6, 8 and 9. 
NaasraMa Arsstiaat; North and Southeast. 


Tbsia bam batatm 1B Fabnary and 14 Vavdiukquenansmoat of you 
have navsr had to face fmanCM hardships Purtos c o ma ei to save 
you from unneccasssry harassmam from urwxpactad Quanars. 
Navarthalaaa. moal Apusnans art vary hardworking and dhgbni. 
Many among you wM amaaa a torbjna bul R wM ba dona over a vary 
tong partod ^ lima A word of aMca for fftoaa between (ha agaa 0126 
and 44 iry lo avoid aarrting money quiddy and bwough dUherMf 
msene however, inaignificam they may be Atoo ay to mW 
gambling, aoacuialton In the ahara markaa end toe recee. 


Those Who nave crosseo 44 years o< age are in lot a peaceful 
bme (Aany of you have become famous and nave esiaDiisheo 
yoursawes m bfa. catear and society. You are very mdependeni anu 
never bow down to any sort o< orassuras from others Posseseng 
Strong wOtoOwrato. most Aouanans do wondsrs m orolsssionsl M 
Aqua^s do wal proiasstonBiiv it they take up jobs wiih ma 
radweyt. the dec ks , mmas. chemical mousiry and saiesmahihip 
ktoai of you earn praises of nigh ofhciae and amptoyers tor toe 
hem work you put in. 
























And hot food went straight from 
the fire into the mouth. 



But then came the Dining Room... 

And hot food got cold before it got to the mouth. 
Till LIFELONG put the two together. And everyone, 
who cared to, ate piping hot food ever after. 



gUn tood warmer with. With 3 bnilhiA etaiAUee steel glace food warmer with 

pti&tod heatiaq circuit dgsgaa & a hot coapartBeot printed healing circuit 


FOOD WARMEAS BY: 



TRADtNQ CftQINE6ltt Cmewer CiedMeii OMeloe BOMBAY O^^ICC : 43, Mnte Chanhw, 

3/4 A AmI All Haatf. N«w OelKMIOOO) Narimw\ PciM, lefflbay-400U1. 

etie«w; 378we. 2M7M 231137. 333133 PAcee: 133334 Tdea: 0114332 

Talax 031 .3744 Crama: gMieultT 

I ■ I ■■■ ■ ■■■ ■ ■ I ■■ I ■■ 111 mm . mm >■ 


Mcrheted In West Bengd tv DCRiV MACHINEB FAfRIAEN (INDiA) FVT. IT0< 
il4, llirtioawic3i>cairP«w3iAes]lt*cCi)Caiaw»i<?eooiA Face*! MUM.IIt»lI liiiM 
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LUCKNOW Uive kmms no f«ar—ind 
hence a bay and u Kiri entered the lion's 
C9fit! in the l.iK’know zoo where they 
Sloped ig ^pend Hont*> precum^ mmuies 
in mUrnaic tu^^rhcineis. The cage be* 
came >i ma^nr artreccinn when ^nie* 
hody n»iu'*>d Htr<ingc mcivements in (he 
dark inturim. A probe by (he visitors 
and some ciTn)loyi*vs of tH(* /uo revealed 
(hot a pair ur ynung lt»ver) was inside^ 
locked in a tight embrace. The cruwd 
brought (he couple uui and gave (hetn a 
beating. Thev wvie iheii allowed To go, 
bur with u proimsi' that they would 
never dare do whMevei i( was tney were 
doing invilli' the iion\ cauv! Fortunate* 
]y. the animal was not m tM cage at the 
tW—Nnrthrrrt hutij Tatrika (Adrian 
Michael, Lucknow) 

THANiAVUR: Students of the Saimk 
School in Amaravuthi were being 
advised by (heir |>arents to fail in the 
final eiamiiiutions, said Mr V. R. 
Neduncheshtan. finance minister, while 
inaugurating the Thanjavur Jawtns' 
Market Complex on 2^ .[anuary. These 
parents were reluctant to ^end their 
children into militarv service as it was 
'dangeroiiN' Only ^iiccev^ful students 
were asked to join the defence services. 
Hence (he sludonts were <isked to fail. 
The government spt*n( obout Rs 4,000 
per annum on each student in (be 
school. There were about HOO of them. 
The Sainik School was established to 
train children who could enter military 
service. However, of late uut of about 
1,000 students appearing for the final 
examinaiicnK everv year, only six or 
seven passt'd All the others failed— 
Hindu (K. Rajagaiidhi, Kri>de). 

THANJAVUK: Lven after a tbree*huur 
search in almost all the important shops 
in Thanjavur town, Mr. Krishnan, a 
freeduin fiiditei, cuuld not get naliooal 
flags which his grandchildren bad 
wanted to pin un iheir dresses. Flags of 
various parties in different materials 
were available in plenty but not the 
national flap. The sbopkeeMrs said, 
“Who exk'i ti' • flag today, 

pevplf ‘ ' HBs“—ThcHm* 

du (K W'*’*'*" '"••nd Nadu) 


MADlfRAI: Thieves lay their hands on 
many things but ever heard of one 
aiterepcing to steal a railway engine? It 
is unbelievable but true, such a case 
had been reported to the Karaikudi 
Railway Police and a West German 
youth has been taken into custody in 
this connKtKNi. Thornes Ulrchseek (29), 
the accused, was trekking from Madurai 
(0 Rameswaram and on 23 January he is 
reported lo have tiptoed into the Man* 
amadurai aallway jvnctioin and entered 
into a light engine parked there. He 
drove the er^nc to some distance but 
the line being a loop line used for 
•hunting purposes be cuuld not slop the 
speeding engine and it dashed against 
the signboard at the dead*end and got 
derailed. The youth, who wu injured in 
(he freak accident, has been treated es 
en outpatient la the Madurai govern¬ 
ment hospital. Acetwding to police the 
youth has no passport wim him. Further 
inveitiga^ioes are on—Indiu Express 
(S Raghavan, Madurai) 

JAIPUR: In the recent gram panchayat 
elections in village Bansur (Alwar dis* 
ctkO. three candidates named Ram, 
l^kihnan and Kanuraan, fought aawng 
themselves for the post of saipanch. In 
the fiercely fought electoral battle. 
Lakshman defeated both Ram and 
Hanuman. He was declared elected as 
the sarptffcA of the Bansur gram pen* 
<heyjr—Pioneer fPratibha Tyagi, 

[^KIIOW) 

GURCAONr The national flag flew up* 
side down here on Republic Day thanks 
to the siackness on the pan of the 
district offidals. It was a state level 
function. Haryane Governor G. D. 
Tapase hoisted the flag at the police 
lines. The flag vras unfurled with the 
saffron stripe at the base insieao of at 
(he (op. It even escaped the attention of 
the (^vemor^TTre Afndustan Times 
(Somanchi Surash, New Delhi). 

MOTlHARl: Can the meditation ui a 
saint make the holy river Canga emerge 
at any place? Just near the Gandhi 
memorial pillar there is a temple of 
Lord Mahavir where resides Saint Naru 
simha Baba. Fur the lest 40 year^ the 
baba was meditating with only one 
objective and chat was to make the buly 
Gangs emerge at hU ashram. And it 
appears (hai he has succeeded. In the 
underground room of his ashram the 
<*aj)ga is said to have risen. On informa* 
(ion given by a lawyer devotee of the 
baba this correspondent went to hU 
ashram ami saw the underground room 
of the ashram about eight Wi long and 
SIX feet wide full of crystal clear water. 
This correspondent took water in his 
palm aod round ihai ii was ju>l liktr 
Ganga water. Devotees here cay that its 
level rises and falls as the level uF 
Gangs rises and falls. The baba has said 
that the scientisix uf the country and 
outside are free to test ihi< water in 
order to ascertain whether ii i\ Canga 
water or nut—fm/ran Harnm (Kajiv Ran- 
jan, Sitamarni, Bihar» 


(Vidiput Ciomn^nt 

Thu no war pact is not worth the 
paper un which It is written— 
General Zia-ul Haq to an Indian 
enrrespondent lust year, quoted by 
Suhhosh Chakravarty in the Times 
ol India 

The capacity uf a slate to enter into 
a ireaty relaiiunship (does not) dep* 
Hvv 11 uf ns sovereign right to 
ruviJe for its defence—Agha Sha* 
Pakistan's foreign minister 

Tlie Pakistan offer (of u nu war 
pact) is inierpreied (by the Indian 
govemmeni) as a public relations 
gimmick—Ajit Bhaituchar.iea in 
the indien ^prttss 

A nu>wv pact is a negative concept; 
we need something fur more posi* 
(ive—K hush want Singh in the H/n* 
dfisten Times 

Pakistan hat certainly taken advan¬ 
tage of the Soviet presence in 
Afghanistan—Mrs Indira Gandhi 

You do not need any programme tu 
merge. What ti required is willpow- 
er--Gharan Singh on opposition 
unity 

1 am not a stop-gup minister—Baba* 
saheb Bhosale, chief minister of 
Maharashtra 

ti is not surprising that a nation 
which sells Its presidents like soap 
powder should treat events in Po¬ 
land es un eittuse for a 9U minute 
comcnerciil—DfliVy Mai/ on Presi¬ 
dent Reagan's documentary on the 
impimfion of martial law in Poland 



I wouldn't be any good locked in an 
uffice all day I cadt stand cities. I 
am a country man. a country bump¬ 
kin. 1 should have been a farmer— 
Prince Charles 

It needs a certain sense of humour 
and of human understanding to 
survive (he experience (of touring 
India)—Ted Dexter, former En¬ 
glish cricket captain 

The main tragedy in India is (hat 
the thing that (hey do most profuse¬ 
ly in private life (kissing) becomes 
obscene for them in public—De* 
bushree Kuy heroine ol Chuwr 
inghit Lane 


giuf a m Vv ««n, ^ omfi Svh 











You roquire tdoqufllt lifo 
covtp to moot life's prowing 
demands. And kou have a 
wide range of LIC policies to 
choose from. 

Thee# will help you take oere 
of your increeeeb reeponsibilh 
ties. Keep step with your rising 
statu/e and income Meet 
speeifie needs, such as child¬ 
ren's education. ttart-in*life. 
marriage and your own happy 
retirement. And keep your 
family completely proteetad 
all tha while. 


Besidea.the premiums you pay 
entitle you to aubatantlel 
tax bertefita ralatad to 
Incomo’tax. •itate duty, 
wMith tax. etc. let Ufa 
Insurance also halp you plan 
your astata to your maximum 
advantege through tha 

e rovislona of tha MarrM 
/omen's Property Act. 

Review your Life Inaurance 
cover today. Taittoyour UC 
•gem or the officer-in-charge 
of dte naarett LIC office. 


Mt yoir UM Minnet grow with your nMA. 

Cxft Jnsunmct Corpondiota of Jhdia 
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• X7ISI 
4 ft 

II 4 Q4 
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* AQHl 




t. Wh«n M fhi ftnri Poltfi m 

W 20mc«nli4y7 

2.Who ttw iMdir of ttM \m 
CiAfli orilw ki ta Boy ol np MMinc? 

9. A dow ccudn of (ho ort rtvmntri, 
CubHm. H VorteWn. Wtaro m t 
iDundoO? 

4 VM ii Iho im molar noMi WQiQO- 
moK of World W» H i«o«o ml 
IVkfho WM ttm M poraon Id hoko 
founded 0 eMd poyeMogy cMe? 
B.Whw ii the ocMfle nomo lor 

ftpedOM? 

7. in mooom foonoiK fvgoiv n» on Of 
imUnQ on olom bomb bo foioim 
oo MWm. Bui I k 0 dMM bmh of 
ibdy ftliDboBior. WhW k Rf 
•. Whw would you bo dolHQ V jnu MTO 
ouddoidy by e 

b. OQkr kon bong on Ablion Mx 
whol k 0 TombolD? 

10 . Ekiy ctirkdork oukikK • 1*«k 



ID odk Aiiou 0 (fkiBkk k wiftBioiiod 
om oonoDoq «30fbD Aq w dum utoq 

dOonoA MM d a^AO oq pinaak noA *t 

(OBOW 

*9) BdWJikl mm luoMM p vmMn^ 

pool ftp MiUM MO Am«o |9 dnoiB 0 

MOW OMUOp ftu'Aqdoooftid t k «'A 


ouo |o oeuopuodopul oiqojopiftioD 


JLI \ 


kwwd Am ojo AftiA ‘■npAd'B 

iftW mm mOMpAod uowonv 'g 

'ggei iOftu oa oo 
bL uo jortl Wkd fP kM kU.> 


«i U| MUOMUIttUQ|HU0p0UIUi|kd 
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WHY BH08ALE BOWED 
BEFORE ANTULAY 




ihcsth ht>¥fd 100 0000 


WHY dJd Mr Bobtiobeb Aoincru 
ibooMa show unu 0 u«l rotpBCt lo hit 
pr 0 d«ceiMr, Mr Abdur Rohaoii 
AntuJdy, whiM btini •won ia •• 
chiof miniftor of Mounthtra? Tho 
MW CM bad boon chooon iff Mn 
Gondbi on 17 Jorubiy bur the 
emouneeiMnt wot withhold tiU the 
BUtorol ttriko of (he IMt wot over. 
Iu( Mr Afltuley fOBobow |ot wind 
of (ho deciiion thn«^ lodM of hU 
friendt in New Delhi end conflden* 
tteUy posted on the inlonneiion to 
Mr Bhooeio. TiU then Mr BhonJe*! 
feiher-in lsw, Mr TuJtidet jedhOY. 
former MP, wet only eieurini hit 
soci'in Uw i oinisterie) berm on 
the bitis of his talks in New Delhi. 
So, when Mr Antulav's dp eventual* 

ly tuned out to oe correct Mr 

Bhosale was under the iapressioa 
that hir Antulav had bad a hand iji 
his selection. Mr Bhosale*! niscofi* 
cepdon was cleared up as soon as 
he came to New Delhi, but by than 


Mr Antulay bad gaiMd the nax* 
iaxia etilea^e out of it 
Mr Bboeile's fathar*iB law*i con* 
necdons art not tifctd by eitbar 
AICC(I) teneral aacretary Vatan* 
(rao pad! or Mr Y. B. Cbavan. Mr 
Tulddas Jadbev feraerly beIon|ed 
to the feasast! and Workers Party 
<PWF). Law be becea^ a amber 
of dw Coatees Fortotfor SMielist 
Acoea alonj sdtb emr Maharasb* 
triaa eX'PW laenilHirs like Mr VL 
%. Khadilhar and the lace D. it 
Qiavan (buMaad of Mn Praaillerai 
Chavaa). This 00(0 wm opposed to 
both Mr Y. & dbavan and Mr 
Vamerao Padl. In ISH Mr Jadhav 
hftd tfrnwTffrfiiUy plcsdco with 
the then ruling party b ea t y weiffat 
Ifr Rajm Pati^ for a l^dhan Sawia 
ticket for Ifr Bboeale. Mr Bhosele 
became proadseat m dw Coopas* 
s(I) after thejmrty was formed on 1 
Janua^ 1971 L^alty on that date 
hu paid him rich dividasMs indeed. 


THE French Embessy is New Delhi 
had 1 few months ba» protested to 
the defence ministn on the way 
certain classified iaramadoo pas* 
sed 00 by Mycel Dassault the 
manufacturers of the Mirage jet* 
filters, had landed in the hMds of 
certain unauthorised ptrioas. It so 
hsppened that in July last year, a 
prominent swam/, woo has links 
with (he high and mighty of the 
land, want to France and tried to 
get the agency for Mirage for a 


friend of Us. To jvove his oeden* 
tials, he produced frotai his bag 
eenain papm idiscb the Preoeb 
fovenunent had passed 00 tn the 
defaoca ministry in connectiw 
wiA the Mirage deal. The French 
were noc iapfmad by these nAcoa* 
vcQCioBal a«heds employ by the 
rwasi and ihUr embpm in New 
Delhi wu told to canitoa the de> 
fence ainiicfy egainst passing oa 
classified toiformatlen to dvUlana, 
however imporuat they asy be. 


DEFENCE UNIT 
FOR MEDAK7 


MEDAB. (be coastitnency in 
Aidbra Prsdeih which Prime 
Mmister Gandhi reprassnis in the 
Uk Sabha, may aoea coma into the 
dafeoce production Bup. There Is e 
saneui proposal to laaie a new 
dafeoce factory for the naaulac* 
tore of armoured cars in Madak. A 
preliminary topographical survey 
too has bm conducted there » 
sMect a site. 



IS VAJPAYEE 

CHANGING 

COLOUR? 


THE Bharatiya Janata Party Uad* 
nr, Mr Atal Bniari Vajpayee, seams 
te have become a very vocal sup* 

K er of the eovamment of Mn 
dhi. He hadgeoa out of his wav 
to clarify on the eve of the 19 
Jenuary geoeral strike that the 
svike was set a *ihvat baedb.” 
Than again, evau before the Con* 




SHMM/ GOT HOLD OF MIRAGE SECRETS 


Va^ayee; Mn <3aadk/V new /ae 

greesd) mamben could hail the 
offer of a trea» of peace and 
frieodship with Pakistan by Mrt 
Gandhi, Mr Vajpayee ruahed to the 
prem with a scaieaiant bailing Mn 
Gandhi's offer. Thera is n^hing 
wro^ in oppotitioo leaders S 19 * 
porting tite government's stend on 
usues they consider to be of natieo* 
aJ Importanca. But the fact that Mr 
Vajpayee has sudde^ becoma ac* 
tive ta supporthm Mn Gandhi on 
cenaia ianiet on& after the storm 
over the Geladhari affair in Pai^ 
mant last December, is too much of 
• coincideiice. 

D. E. NIZAMUODIN 






Profit 1$ suMt music to our €ars. But tt meorts much mm: it means 


dvit AfaT'lrulia has.^uccccded in de^Kng a globa] alriine crisis and en^rg ed 
triumphant 

It was no easy task and It mearrt a lot of shoutders to the wheel 
Innovative Ideas were impl em ented: to save fu^ optimise fleet utilisation and 
plan cost-efildent routes. Efficiency measures were stepped up M every stage of 
operation. 

AO this, without compromising the standards of Air-lndia's 
service lo dte passenger. 

Our eHorls have borne fruit This isa moment of satisfaction but not 
com^acency. For the good work must go oa 

The flag must fly higher. 



OfflcWCM*f 
m AiiM Omt. {MN1H3 


HSM«. wot 












Spencer Hotels... 
for spacious,gracious living 



Spencer 
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niWiiy Bo^rd rhcMrnuin 
S. Gujral 







747 li tfa* irorid*^ CMWIttvaj to flf. PimmcW Qoab* 
pminctf eomforfit otUjr on * UMllor ociii. 

It^ in oxcoptioiial mow Mw wboa intofnrtod toto M oxlitont 
ntoliM fltzibillty aliattto oorvtoo m «oU m Img rinp eopnbftW 
Thocrownri intorchumoblt, MotopnrtooroltettoiL AadMto 
tho Mint. Tbortforo. tht 7478P It t ntto proAtobW fltto lAWtlm 
And onlj (hi 747 ton providt in npw doek loanfo Ifatt tin bo m 
for tddid ptaonfor ippoto. 

WbtB iteonM teoeonoMiaJ ilrpliB«i» tbt Booing 7478P to i gno 


’ «M otootoo. Tbt 7471V providM ttoi HUM 
74f ftoto. And (too SP pmiAm aeolltni 


Moto pMto iro tdonttoiL Aadtotonlwg proftorrM indilaatotartoolllttoiiro 


mod at oMht buoInMo M firtt-ctoM Motion 


gnat idditton. 
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You can gat 
a alaacly faiooma, 
onthefiratof 
ovary month. 


Voy OTtar« iMom; 

tfiOttMpiMngm. 
w ofraosi ow* 

8MlnoM«r|ou4MRi SOOpir 

mOflU lor iiMbi in AfwOlP^ 

Att»«4gf $4 moMM, youV 
hMteaMcf m. 24JI4 And 
SyndIcM aM wi giiv you an 
inooma of at. 200owy mont>. 

Porib. 



Evan If you 
give up your Job. 


m OM you tM tor 120 months, 
too oipfW wouu te fto. 4t.i 1 4 and 
your inooma. M. 399 awy mont>. 

Forlto 

IMS 0 a oormaoM achama-not onty 
torawortunowofwbMtasaauppla- 
mant lopanaion and pfovMon tor 
^adranfaductoton and caraar. 

. CilattfianaaM&ran^of 
^ndtoatoBank. 
Your Ma sme partnar. 


SYNDICATE BANK 
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Sn:' '. limes / '{uihurv's ('(in sfiL' 1/ 

hcticr than ironis 
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Mr T JVi)iiM>had b«*n Qomg (or • leoQ Wno, only MtOU rtoi Know 
H Rrt( eanio Iht murMopal oMCtton MbicM. StCMty ihvMfttr 
Iho Improiston Qrow lhi( notary CVM (or Tho Andhri CM** 
•utHon^ A» cfttovD o( iho CM*i (uncueox^ riounM no «0 
MnvcimooMWt.oiMiodatondinrootfnotftn oprtoa But no 
loot itraw w«$ hi» onompi to «rin ni((v QoTKjru« noon Tno 
prtneoly roeopiion tnoi no orQOMfOtf «or no Pfcrt ton nMiM 
him DociuM ol lie lavishnoM M opon tycoon oncy. A» wo 90(0 
O^u no Qviosttcn 19 no( 'wilf ho 90 ?* Out *wnoii wM no 90 V 

Hm U 


Ir no OOSOrnOM lo doNvor tno qooOo, ffwi choirmin (H no 
Roilwoy Booro, Mr M, $. Qu(rol. hoi diMOor oi ilv ipnorod mony 
Mponort roQuioikmi, fvor> lomo oooonwii iiiloty mioouroi. 
Moonu Join oionMnoi how thooo now pricncoo hovo lod to • noo 
nroiiwivecctoor'tt. PihS 


g.— ■ 


From into wooh wo ourt 1 now columr UjoUnp 6(001 whicn wM 
try to 0 No you tomorrow't nowo toOoy pno 13 
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Powor ond PoHcoBorun Songutrta 27 
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*Ror«ui hoi woitod tar 30 yoon tar Indi 10 moko up hor 
ffltad'.ttaohu Jon 34 

Congroio<l> vtauto wm In DoHi H poui aro hold rww Survey by 
Ponfmdon 24 


ShiMwr onubo no CongrOoMO^orun Qmguly 33 

Now chtof ca nnot euro d uco monimoni/A SpwioT Corroopondont 

Totaphonoo Mod tar yoori m Chorm Smgh'i oonimuoney/AnH 


Whm Altar Oondhi Iniohod it Qurtt ZoH Snon/Miiap Chono Dondia 


'Wo «« win (ho oortaa n England* Ian Botham 49 
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Cmar lamparancy o( T. Ariiiah by M., a. Rahim and of W. 9. 
QMm by Sondoap Shankar 


Bdtaor M. J. Akbar 
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Insecure leader? 


K’lf aKf(r«indM’0K'n (. 

K. P. Andaujn, Gohiti'iHtipap»yzm 

Ur Aniulay'i (emeni lufiml uut to be 
Mib^dfidard. ii ruuldo't fit him to the 
ihtoBe. 

Kandt^ (K$natMk»> 

Mr Aniuley ^htwld have known that ^ 
van frH*3 luMne pevpke toose ol the time 
bill not all the people ell the time. 
ik-ffidk Ahmedabad 

Ibe luiel u’lire for (be Antulay henefil 
Maich IV 

AntMlav € Aiun Shnurie h Mrinel Gore 
litr 40 i mrri (IKM nin« but rupee <1. Grven 
iHii by umpire Jusiice Lenrin. 

Aiua C Canatra. domboy 
Ml Aniulay ha» finally bi-ee pruved 
fiuiltv Rv deelerinn Mr AniuJey guilry 
the judMMrv ht* refused lu ailovr iiself 
i» In influenced by those runniiijt 'he 
count tv 

H Virmj. f*aitftuk 

TIk Antulav affair has proved thiM Cv* 
ment is n«M always a bindini; aitV^'i 
A.«nwar N.rmcch. Ot*/fir 

The verdici un Mr Antulav and his ctU 
hi^liAhi the importaiKe of Investigai ivc 
.tnunwlism.panii'ularlymlndia. Hats off 
In Arun .Sh^iiv m particular for «>p*>S* 
inA the scandal [ b«^ all the upComiii| 
mumaJtois will follow h«s esample. 

Is ii true thut M.uUm rus^aud in LuihI<mi oibuJrir Kastur Jbt. Patna 
bus cumink>i(Inod a statue »*• A R. ^ ... 

Aihulav? if N<i. will he fjtid a place in the Aniula) moM now realise* that th.* 
Chambei i if fJorrerv’ ^ '*» threw out of ilwi* 

L I hut. n < •mbav buis in t hr d 1 monsoons, is sirofiner t han 

J uM ice la'll I in's ii id«i* ni a ri 11 s a ii esvi c ise Kmmh BnAihav 

in loKic and f-irplay I am ashamed of ""**• Bombay 

rhovc whti iried to tlvfviid Mi Aniulay. Aniulay was indeed a ‘trusi’wocihy 
7 be jud^emt'iit aim <miy rxpost'ii Mr mmiurr of Maharashira. 

Antulav bui showed ihai b..ih the- ku> jf m v N, Hamakaniha Hao, Kalyani 
vrnmc n i and t he < unsrcssl 1 1 1 islaru le ^ WfM Bvngal} 

Partv in Muhanishiu are cuaupi. Mr Aniulav»un(uiavcinoMnperahlel 
Anuilav and (h<i m* XILAs supjHiriinji him Al. A. Bhuttaebarya. Jk^aro 
should resign fr >m ihv AssomWv 

b. AfiiAhvt/ix', 01 >mh<iv In a bid tu eorich Indira’s Trust. Aniulay 

The cri'dii Inr Aniulay should Inst Indira's trust. 

Ro tu SUNDAY an i the fnJun Asprciv .SAyamprasad Karpur. Aamawdra 
with of cmirse. a *< meni mhi lu Arun rKamarabaJ 
Shuiirie. 

K. RajayinMhn. //ytA'fuhad 

The judRoment has pn *ve<l beyond duubi 
thai Mr Antulav siixipod very low indeed 

Voluntary helpers 

1 would like to draw your. ttienlion i« an 
irrur m the iieni //e/p Air the a#fe<f 
tdood iVews. 24 Jamiani. I he special 
bureaux calk'd ibe Geriair.tr Advisory 
BureauV have been set up tiiK by ihe 
Madhya Pradesh branch of t he Indian 
Scciaf Welfare Board but by ihc' Madhya 
l*radesh branch of rhe Indian Csw^ncd 
Social Welfare The disiinciion between 
the iwo is impuriani. The Social H'uUare 
Board is a body sei up by the loven.'menl 
of India with Its beadguarters in New 
Delhi. The Indian Council of Social Wei- 
fare, on the other hand, is an a^iex 
ornanisaiKin of voluntary workers ai’td 
aaenciea in the cuuntry, Mrs 

G. L Shukla, honorary jreneral aecreftry. des< 

Indian Council of Sinial WoKarv. vice 
Bombey 1 


T^uldip Nayar's article is Mrs CaiKft'*' 
^^ohsessad wjtA her own security} | 
riiisrve. 34 January) was very revealinit 
ll is shockuiR that in an econoniicalfj' 
backward country like India, the Prime 
UinUier should spend as much as Rs. 
tS.OOO an hour for her security. If her 
tovernmeot is as popular as she claims it 
lsi then there is no need for her to incur 
such unnecessarily heavy expenditure on 
her safely. TTie fact that she h spending 
such huge amounts on her security fusi 
goes to show Ihe confidence she has lit 
the people of this country! 

Gobinda htukherjee, Caicutta 


Friends are foes 


T N. Kaul made a brilliant review M 
• IndO'US relations {tniio-VS reia- 
iHMts, 34 January) which, alter guina 
through ihne decades of stresses and 
Rtraini, have asvumed new impononcu in 
the preseni scenario of world politics. It 
IS unforiunate ihai aliluiugh India has 
iong proved herself lo he a pMunt force 
in ihleriuiiional puliiics, USA continues 
to aniaionisc her by lakinu huetile 
Ntands m istuvv that vitally affoii her 
inierms. What ixmorc deplorable is that 
ihv present US administration han not 
leemf any lessons from the past and is 
acting in a manner which will further 
embitter relations. 

0 , Chdkratwry, Calculta 
It js evident that the countrie.s which call 
themselvev our '‘friends" are in fact 
inocerned with their own interests. Our 
relations with Ihe USA ran only improva 
if we give up our noD*alignea policy. 
5. K Bfimbav 


ExpC'Secl! 


The consumers’ lot 


A I all of us are crnisumers can anyotse 
or any organisation help redress rhe 
following grievances? First, essential 
commodities like wheat, rice, sugar, 
pulses and ml, supplied 1^ ihe govern* 
men I thraiudi the public dhirihutionsys* 
tern are often aoulicraivd by mixing 
piecos Ilf meiaU stones, sand and other 
Items which are most dangenHis. Even 
when foreign matter is not directly intro*, 
duced, chew com mud hies are often w 
poorly stored that they become unfit for 
human consumption. Second. Bomb» 
RIecirk Supply and Tronspori (BEST) 
has lauchod a new low through the 
arrogant attitude of the bus drivers and 
conductors, who insist cm stopping the 
buses eiihtf much before or after the bus 
stand. Evidently, they are amused by the 
sight of commuiefx desperately running 
up and down to catch the bu« A bus ride 
ftom Andheri least) wdl prove my point. 
Third, taxis and auiorlckshawg have to 
be asked which way they are guing and 
not the other wav iiruund as it should be. 
Fourth, every day there arv cases of 
commuters dying bv fallini out of over¬ 
crowded suburban trains. Can't the rail* 
ways knucM off ihe seats and make sure 
that people get enough place to stand 
safely insi^ the iruins^ 

Alan Afjcbado. Am bey 


The Anluluys Muhrus Gundu Ram and 
Ibrahims should finm a new party called 
Conmenil). 

.Snurilr Aswaiw t'a/ntfra 
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MAD is bad 


L I Gen. E. A. Vai, with his wide 
knowledge of laUitarv natters, has 
luridly explained the implications of the 
neutron hoiab | W»r and Pt9CC% 24 JinU' 
ary}. Till /ecentlv, the concept of 
^mutual assured aestruciion* (MAD) 
was (he accepted nuclear strategy. It 
postulated that so long as the super 
powers are on 24-hour alert to destroy aJJ 
the major population centers involving 
the kUling of about 100 miUion civilians 
and maiming a •similar number, war 
would Ire deterred. Thiv stniegy apart 
from being horrendous prumnies black* 
mail as a state pubey. This concept has 
been superbly exi>l<Mted by the Soviet 
Union to sriuri out freedom with impun¬ 
ity I'ndcr the umbrella of MAD the 
Soviet Union could brutally suppress the 
freedmn of Hungary in 19l>6. of Cieihos- 
lovakia in J%9. of Poland m 19Sf and 
1970, of Afghanistan in 1979 ai»d t4 
Poland again iti I9g2 (t is also a fact thni 
MAD deters the drmocrauc powers more 
than II d(M*« the iiualitarian powers to 
whom people are hut meie numhers 
Therefoiv there is no guarantee that 
MAD may daier a tgijbtarian power 
faciiiB serious internal revolt nr <>comi 
mir oiffiiulty from resorting to alJout 
nuclear war, much us Hiilcf would have 
done hud he the nu<lear wia|K>ns 
As Gen. Vhs t\ awate, the superb Red 
Aimv has overwhalmina vuperivriiv 
which i> woven itiu> a unified command 
structure. Compared to this the rag ug 
eVusuader army of the NATO is *h> 
mulch. Hie Warsaw Pact is poised to 


overrun the West F.urvpvan civiUsaiKM 
in just one or twu weeks and then force 
die USA to a negotiated settlement of 
dividioe the world on a heBupherical 
bacis. The veiy face thai there were 
aoli-nuclear demunstrations in Western 
Eurem but none in Kjsiem Europe 
should surely indKate the high ground 
occupied by the latter puwer in both 
conventioo^ as well as m ouclear war. 

Cunsiderini! the above aspects, (be 
new enneept of a "theatre nuclear foae* 
<THF» at tipposed ui MAD is quite iwnsi' 
ble. It removes the tpecire of massacre of 
civilians and bcingt the nuclear weapon 
to the hanlefield against truops. In any 
case a thing invented ranhot be dis 
invented, and the other side too has not 
abjured the neutron bomb. It is quite 
likely the other suk* is protr&ttng be¬ 
cause the neutron bomb nullifies its 
advanuM m military strength. Coatrary 
to popular notions, the Kisslngcr-Haig* 
Keagon advocacy of TNF in preference to 
IdAD IV • stepd^n from tne concept id 
the wholesale di'i*Trticiinn of the world. 
The awumptum that a demuniiration 
firing of a neutron bomb against an 
aJlooi attack by the other side will auto- 
malic ally trigger an alluui nuclear war tv 
somewhat indicative of a passtvist 
appiiMH h which allows the superior will 
ol the uptxitiv^i tn win the day The ideal 
thing IV to banish nuclear weapons 
altogeibiw, or to accept the advice ol the* 
latv Eettrond Rus^ll: 'Bc'iu-r red than 
dvail" 

.SigavA Auma/. Gafruria 


_Be a sport _ 

I an Botham'c nciicks un the T«vl series 
aic exin*mc'ly intvresling. niyiiks to 
Si'Viiw lor getiMig such a greal man 
(hutIt on and off the field I to wrire. 
IlnweviT. It IV amusing to note lhai the 
art Kiev wh k h st a m ed in an it n pre jud Iced 
maimer slowlv changed their lone. Since 
ihv Tnglivh < iMildit't mnnage any wins, 
Botham, like his tr.iniinaies, vraried com* 
plaining Kegardmg the umpiring con- 
tn wersy. no mu iter bow iliey m ight try 1 a 
jiivtifv It. the Knglivh hud ihirighi to kick 
up u fuAS as thev did Reing the touring 
team, they might to have lv:havpd in a 
more befitting manner. Bur ihe English 
have rarely accepted defeat sporiingly, 
so I suppose their behaviour was inevit¬ 
able. Then agatn, Btitliam complained 
abuut the slow over rates of (he Indians 
But we saw that the English team, espe* 
cially in Madras, was far worse than the 
Indians. 

Despite all this, Boiham seems to have 
got aw^ very lightly with the Indian 

E ihlic. f^hey are sporting enou^ to hive 
iinised him quite a bx. All the best to 
him and may his tame, luck and good 
humour remain with him fbr years to 
camel 

Munasa Rohan, tfangafore 

H ere lies c ric ket 

T he lndla*[inidand Test series has Just 
ended 1 wish 1 had a proper w<»rd to 


X ended 1 wish 1 had a proper w<»rd to 
exprew mv griul <ivit the Jead game, 
Raii'vh Thakk.ii. ('ufcutia 


Wrong symbol 


Y cuir ciivcr story. The nvl meaning ot 
A1,1 fi riio/iey 11 7 ,f aiiuur v i bore a very 
misleaditig citvee phologcdph, for it 
st-cini’d .IV if iiiosqiicv are the svmliii] of 
Ar,ih niunvy. I lould ni>i iindcrst.iiid the 
lel.iiion l>eiwr*ei> Arub pcMrir-dollacs ujiri 
Ivhirn. Hus Islam been sprc.id with ihe 
help (d Aiab monev i>r .in* oiosqiies 
fciunil only jo Arufi CQU(iltiv«? bo toumul 
has c'vri incd to symboUvu US ecnnomir 
pohLU*s by using the phoiogruph of a 
church So why thould you lall mm that 
trap? 

S. 5. Nubi. Samastipvr 
The cover story by Jean*Jacqu<» Servan- 
Schreii>cr contains material that bulies 
hi« Kcholarly attributes. He* says, ‘'It wav 
in lalf that the 1‘ruphel garhCted the 
small group uf fulloweis, who. under hiv 
command, chungesf the face of the wurld 
bv venturing f<itth to vpreud the word of 

Just in time 


W hile Mr Kedai Pande must have had 
the last laugh (after the Agra tram 
accidani). Mr Yogendra Makwana must 
hava heaved a sigh of relief (after the 
Durg harijins* massacre). Both must be 
feeling eiemallv grateful for the timely 
cabinet reshuffle. 

/ Arecdharait, Cakirrra 

Ministers may come and ministers may 

{ D but railway accidents go on Forever. 
^ Venkerediwara Reo, Hyderabad 

Was the communication gap a reaw>n for 
U M. Stephen not getting a promotion? 
NHfuaj Guijji. Svivnderabini 


IvUm hy ifw sword ” I'ht'sc I UK's display 
ihj* a 111 hut's total ignorance ta the pa‘- 
cepiv of Islam asi'fiutiHratitl ml he holy 
Duran, I he* i'4us«*slurilH- spread'd I shim 
and I hi* life and dewtU ol ihe holy 
I’riiphfi icnuy praio bv un him). One* 
ni'c'fl n<«l be jn cxpvrt (oVnow (hut Kloin 
prnp.icaicv paiiviui* and Also, 

ili.ii Islam sprc'jd on the virviigth of 
piimv deeds, exemplary morals and 
siiH’crxv of pu(|"*sv uf the Prophet and 
hiv (oJlowcrt. and cvrtainlv nut liy the 
sword KiMor> Irvars lesrimuny l<» the 
fail ih,ii, feuifd bv trearheroust'ircumvi- 
aticcs. pfoselytising Muslims had to carry 
the sword in sell drfvncr. Mr Svrvan 
Sclitt'iKw ooghi Co jcquirr at Unsi an 
I'lcmeniary knowl<*(lgv ol ibv Qu'an and 
ih«' Hadiih btdori* wriiine nuHv such 
inislL*adijtg stufl 
.SAtfinda //asan, Lwkoow 


His world is small 

T he inirrvivw wctli Jagatgucu Ahank- 
aracharya of Govardhan Pith Niran- 
jan Dt'va Tirtha id Pun was shocking i"/ 
s/iaff nH>r out the gorernment . . . K 
Nuveathcri. Hv '>ay> ihai cunvefs»An!i 
abnuld be uoppvd and (hi* govi^rnmeiii 
does nut give any importance* tn i.tgMgur- 
us. But what 1 would like lu j%k is where 
was the ijgatgurii of Pun whtm haiijans 
were klik'd and the ir hotisvs hiirnl in 
ReichI. Parashtglia and Pipra? It is ihe 
callous attitude of pt*«>plr like him 
ihal has vimtiilHili'd lo cho *'s'Mivor- 
Mons" 

HubtpJh A'ath (•n/JOi. tUfakhtfiu 


Not by us 


T la* Item P.ir m/tri' mushrooms (Good 
News 17 .hinuAry) was iu>i Issued hy 
the Indian Cioimil ot Agricultural K«* 
svauh. and it U not based on facia. No 
stuelv has l>evii cariK'd out hy the ICAR 
on Ihc' fluent inn a I and medicinal prop* 
vriivs uf cliivr species uf edible 
tnusliriHuns stJiidardisvJ by (heUivieuot 
of plHfll pathology of ihix institute, 
•dtheiuglr ihvy are' reported in literature 
based (in similar shidie« carried our In 
iHc re's! uf ihv world. 

D, N. BtiiOukur. ifiri'cioi, H'AH. Hhillong 


Priced out 

1 hilly agrev with C. M. Stephen when 
lie viys llujt hv l9V(livli'phoiics will he 
.tv.iilablv on dc’in.tnd. 'flio way he in* 
CivAvc’S i' (' I ell'phono r.kte*s he will uHin 
hnd it CNivy to Ht.hit'sv this much earlier, 
r D.im^MCj.iff. C.ilniltM 


_Rocking_ 

T he pkHires of tor'llro m Iran (2 
(anuarvj were ^hoi’king. This should 
serve as a ]e*.von to Islamic fuiulameniah 
ISIS in India and they should now bi'gln 
their w.irch for more lilwral vnlues in 
hf«. 

.4ja.i' A'onnir Mtllul. Meeiut 


Last letter 

W e ouglo in hoM' .i notih-sooili 
d>.il»gue Ol our outi coiiiilrv. 
(Vi.niJj.i A.i'tr .ShtOiflj. Cno/^’tok 






Too tired for homework? 








,0^ The new name 
for your trusted 
Glaxose-D 
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GIUCOn^D^lhe trusted energy restorer from Glaxo 


















Public sector 
spends a fortune 
on staff cars 


F inding oui how many 

iiin the public MCtor cn* 
icrpriseit, including 
n«iiu>nall»«d hanksgndth« 
IJC. have, and h<iw much 
IN spent 10 run and maintain them 
lUis nui been an easy job. Ii has 
ukt^Ti me several weeks to cnllect 
tlu> ihCormarion because I he public 
seciur enierpriscs. to use the words 
of N<itnv top ofriciah, are afraid of 
“mucism in Parliament." There 
wi'ir* limi'S when I nearly gave up 
the vxenisc; it was too frustrating. 
Bui it has nut turned «»ui to ^ 

altoiioihvT futile 

in there were as many as 
7.741 staff cars with soma 19B can* 
tral puhliv sector enterprises; other 
vehicles numbered 3.BIS and 
toKeiher they cost Rs 33.46 crorea 
to run. A year earlier, in 1979, there 
were 7.h4H staff cars and 3.904 
or her vehicles and (he expenditure 
was Rs 2B.42 crores. In oi her words, 
(he expenditure went up by Rs fiv£ 
emres iit one year, although the 
numbei of rars and other vehicles 
did not show any sharp increase 
(only an addiiion of 93 cats and 
other vehicles). 

Working on an average increase 
uf Ks five crores In one year, and 
not tukinK into cnnsidcratioii a sut^ 
stantiaJ nse in fuel prices In the last 
two ve;ir%. the public sector under 
taking.N are spending rnu^ly Rs 40 
croro.N a vear on their staR cars and 
other vehicles, a lictle more than Rs 
3.:> Cl ores a mimth or nearly Rs 12 
lakhs a day. What is spent on taxis 
or by way of car allowance to offi* 
viuls «>r salaries lo drivers is not 
Included, nor is miscellaneous ex* 
pvnse on transport. 

Ten public sector undertakings 
spein nearly Ra one crore each i 
year on running stafl cars and other 
vehicles. The Oil and Naiunl Gas 
Cnmmiciion fOKGC), perhaps 
appropriately, hud the laiust fleet 
;jf vehicles, 774 in 19S0. and the 


expenditure was Rs 2.46 cmres. 
Central Coal Fields was next with 
434 vehicles but the espendiiure 
was surprisingly low. Rs 3g lakhs. 
Western Coal Fields with 40S staff 
cars spent Rs one crore but Bharat 
Coking Coal, with 336 vehklex. 
spent Rs two crores. 

Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd 
{BHELi have no vehicles except 
staff cars. They had as many us 410 
and spent Rs 1.2 crores. In compart 
son, Indian Airlines had 266 staff 
curs and spent Rs 1.9 crores. Surpri> 
lingly, in the column for "otMt 
vehicles." "nil" was written. 
Perhaps lA has not counted the 
buses nod vans it has and does not 
show the expenditure on them 
separately, in its records. Air India 
follows a different system bKause 
in 1960 i( had 174 staff cars and 106 
other vehicles and spent Ks 86 72 
lakhs on them. 

The Food Corporation of India 
maintains 367 staff cars in 1980 and 
spent Rs 77.95 lakhs on them. Hin* 
dustan Aeronautics Ltd had 116 
staff cars and 2S9 other vehicles in 
i960, spendiag Rs 1.44 ervres on 
them. Its staff seem to bave been on 
the go because with a fleet of 
almost the same sisc, others have 
spent less. Among the naiiooulised 
banks, Caoara Bank had the largest 
number of stuff cars, 355 In 1960. 
But it has shown only Rs 32.97 lakhs 
as expenditure on then. The Cen* 
tral Bank of India, with 218 cars, 
spent three lakhs more^Rs 35.36. 

The Genera) Insuiance Corpora¬ 
tion says that it had only two staff 
cais in 1960 and vpeni only R» 1 3 
lakhs on them. And. believe it or 
not. (he sprawling l^le Insurance 
Cotponiiun's claim is that it had 
only 26 staff can in 1960 and spent 
Rs 10.62 lakhs on them. Even a 
lesser organisation, the Oriental 
Fire and General Insurance Com¬ 
pany. maiiiiained It staff cars at a 
cost of Rs I.U lakhs. 


The disiinctiun of spending (he 
least, among the public sector en 
terprises, went to C.eutr^l EIkcttu 
fiks: It had one stuff car and two 
other vehicles in 19H0 mid spenr 
only R$ 36.000. Ihe Ceniral 
Industries, with iwo »taK cars. wtt> 
quiCe close at Rs 57,UOO. 

The number of staff cars uod 
other vehicles in (he 19K pi^hbc 
sector enterprises which I surviiv cd 
has not gone up much from one 
year to another, apparently Ih' 
cause of an uffice memurandnn> 
issued by the ministry of finunc*; 
suggesting that the num)>er shonlU 
be t rote n at tho fiuuie «ui I .bun 
1977 Any additmn hHs tu Iw *'iu>iii 
fied in detail and prucured wiih j 
personal appruvul irnm the gem*! jI 
manager with the oiriciirrem.o of 
(he financial adviHer und cliiH 
accounts officer" of the eniorprbv 

The lust set of msii iictouis urj 
stuff cars issued hy the Auroiio or 
Public Enterprises h dated 27 Mav. 
1977. The insrruciions nre tho s;im* 
as these the minixtry of fimim v IimiI 
issued to gnvernmiot offices that 
time. 1 reproduce uimc of do-iri. < A j 
While considering propoxols for rc* 
placeifient nf an exisimg coi or 
purchasing an udditinn.O cat, llii* 
question of h’lving iliievwhecloi 
vehicles instead should hr i*x 
amined specifically The ilitci 
wheeler chan is miiy he siiiubly 
fabricated to pruvidi* covered 
■ccommoditiun, tbi The system of 
picking up employees foi coming t<» 
duty end for dropping them aficr 
duty should be reviewed. <(’l Staff 
cars should, wheru'ver t>os''ihie, be 
used jointly by officers instead of 
their travelling Individuully in 
separate curs. fl)> Staff cars should 
not be taken outside heudquatleis 
except in exceptional iircumsi* < 
ances with the orders nf the S4'cret* 
ary of«the ministry or department 
concerned. {¥) Stull cars should lx* 
parked near office buildings v> «is 
to reduce the dead mileagr* ilu‘ 
maximum extent possible ThoM* 
should not fie allowed to he pm keJ 
at the residence id the drivers os 
this may lead to misuse of tiie 
vehicles. 

I have noi lieen able to get wlut 
(he ministries, the radwuy*! or ihc 
defence establishments spend on 
staff cars or other vehicles. Ii mi.si 
be i)uite a lot. As far as nllnl.ar<^ 
are concerned, rhey duw » ir.«>*N 
port alWiwance* xnd alsc; use 
staff cai> top officials do the soiijr 
About the use ur ^ 

cai s. I can quote many in st jne es. A i 
schools, shopping centres ond cine¬ 
ma halls, govemment staff cais are 
seen picking up or di upping I'hil- 
dren; and ladies cun be seen fhrtiog 
from one area to another and (he 
boss himself returning horn a late 
night show all m governmenr stuff 

can. I 









Now, silver strengthens 
the bonds between us 

December I956inarkcd 3 colourful in our silver |ubilec year, wc thank aJl those who 

Co!c)ur-Chem was formed to menu- have cuntrtbuied toour jjowth. The industries. The 

I iici ut c pigmc n i pnni i ng colours and bindcrN trade. Our collaboraiors and selling organizaikms. 

inJij^enously Arni has not looked back since. And all those wonderful people who need and 

we ve urown by Icups and hounds — progressively cherish colour — petwie like you 
c* panding ark] dive rsifyiog to mevi i he nccih of a j u. , . . 

w ide rungv’ of Industrie*. From piginenK and dyes in'Pirea ^ yow n«ds, we solemnly renew our 

for textiles, piusiics. p;iinls, nrinimginksjndruwii pater access - lo help the silver 

lo chemicals, auxiliaries h»r kathcr. and ’ y?‘ anoihcrdaaaf 

mt ermed ia ics for ph amiatvuiicals dyestuffs and ^ Bruliau l, sanlillatiog gold 

pesticides 


COLOUR*C'H£M i-lMIT&Dt IM. CRurcaciue Kedamaupa. ttwnbay 4Ui(t2U 







LOOKlMi < 



Censor Board chief quits in p. 


A cAtnft of bead at the CeDtral Board of FilreVKon u 
•jrpeCctd in tbe near future. Ur Hrishikesh Mukberjee. the 
current chekrmaai has handed in his reeignaiion and the 
ministry of information and kvoadcastint hu recoup 
meodad Mr R. Raina as his succasaor. llr Ratna waa 
.formerJy bead of the film fetiivai directorate and kwlonai 
to the Central Information Service cadre. His new poetiii|[u 
now awaiting the cabinet's approval. Mr Hhahikash 
Mukharlet rceigned, say reliable aourcea in New Oel^ 
because of the ban abnipily impo^ on the film Wen A war 
Rune by the ministry of iiuennation and broadcastiAg <^y 
*t few weeks after the film had been certified by tbe Antral 
Board of Film Censors. It is uid that Mr Mukberiee was 
under considerable pressure from the film In^try to 
resign in protest against (he ban, 

A Cancim in Goa? 


A Cancun'type iniernatiunal sunmU in India is on the 
Ciirds. A high powered team headed by foreign secretary, R. 
D. Sache, which included ambassador Natwar Singh and 
senior officiuU uf the Prime Miniiier's secretariat, has 
surveyed 0<»a as a likely location for between setstons 
breaks and brief weekano holidays. Mr Natwdr Sin^ told 
ihls correspondent that the ream will also study the 
pinsibilities of u^ing Coa fur two or three intemaikinal 
conferences likely tv take place in the neat two or three 
yenn. During its slay, ihv team went on a boat cruise^ a 
rather MimptiMnii^ affair—lo educute itself on the facilities 
avaiiablv. Sources close to the froa secretariat indicate that 
the Toi complex at ADuada—both the “reMvrt* and ihe 
"village'*—IS likely to play host to some of the most senior 
heads of stale during the planned summit. 

Mind your shoes 

Harry George Barnes, the American ambassador in New 
Delhi, must be very careful about where he sends his shoes 
to be cleaned. One day during his (enure as ambassador to 
Rumania in the mid Seventies, (here was a routine security 
check in the embassy. One of the security men had a 
''bug.deiecting*' device which would gat activated each 
time he went near the ambassador. A few pusslcd moneais 
later they discovered the culprit: it was In bis excelleiKy's 
shoesi V^n the shoes had been sent out to be clean^ 
they were returned sparkling with a something extra, a 

S eed inside the heel. The shoes were then displayed in 
embassy to ^ess the faa that not Just walls but almost 
anything bad e^in chat part of the world which had raised 
bugging to an d^jom. 

Ambtn^dor Burner ca/fed on Jyori Batv jo Chkurre 



The socialism of Bhosale 


“ ^ I I If you delve iota iha his* 

A I toriesof manyoftheprom* 
[ »inent mem hers of the rul* 

j|jH|A ing party, you will find 

that once upon a not’Very* 
; long-ago time they were 

I I followers of the man who 

became Pandit Nehru's 
and Mn Gandhi's greatest 
political foe: Dr Ram Man- 
ohar LohJa. (Sumpla; 
NarayanDuttTiwari wasa 
socialist and leader of the 
i fVCTw opposition in the UP 

1 ^ JL ^ Assembly till 1977. Kalp- 

I ^ vocal 

W * cheerleader of Dr Luhia, 

' etc.l. But ihe latest i«cial> 

iti (decoy?) in the Cun- 
V frcRs (0 camp has turned 

y V out to be n<Hie other than 

^ the latest chief minister of 

''•* Maharashtra, the irrep- 

^ resiible Babasuhtb Bho- 

‘ ' sale. He was the Socialist 

• V Party candidate for Parlii- 

ment from Satara district 

I-.— -—_I in the 1952 elections. 

Zia w ants Mirages too 

Gen. Zm's unexpected visit le Paris (ait month had a 
purpose. A lubiect for dUcuasion at the Elysee Palace was 
Afghanistan. And the Pikiitani President kept 
repeating the fact that both the presence of the Soviet army 
in Afghanistan and India's growing military strength, 
specially after the 150 Mirages would he delivered, was 
worrnng his countrymen. The K*lS*s wouldn't be able to 
handle all that, he said. 

T.N. K aul ma y go t o Rajya Sabha 

b Mr T. N. Kaul. (he retired diplomat turned author, 
gmng to ester politics? Those who Wieve so say that he 
will try (0 get the Consreufl) nomination for the Raiva 


1 


will try (0 get the Congreufll nomination for the Rajyg 
Sabha seat being vacated by Mr Roshtn Lai who has b^n 
elected by tbe Himicha] Pradesh Assembly. After retire- 
meat Mr Kaul has settled down at Rajiarh in Sirmaur 
disinct <4 Himachal and has recently enrolled himself ii a 
voter there. Mr Kaul's experience as foreign secretary and 
Indian ambassador to the USA makes him an ideal replace¬ 
ment for Mr Narasimha Rao who is tipped to move over to 
the bone minUcry in the mxt cabinet reshuffle. 

Indo-Burmese move against rebels? 


The euvemmeQis «>f India and Burma have reportedly 
reacheo an advanced stage in negotiations to launch a joint 
operation to flush out the emnic insurgents of both 
countries entrenched in north Burma clo&e to the Indo- 
Burma b^der. The Kachin and Karen areas are now under 
the control cd Burmese rebels. There are training catnps fur 
Indian insurgenrsjn the Karhinarea. The Muivon facriunuf 
underground Naus is concentrated in ihe Naga-inhabited 
areas id Burma, The Meitei and Misu extremist: also have 
iheir sanctuaries in Burma. All these constitute a cunimon 
problem fur both countries which are currently cooperating, 
with each uthcr in the handing over of rebels when they arc 
caughi. The preseni atmosphere is also considered favour¬ 
able as China, which is the main source of .strength fur 
the iniurgentSrii now ready to mend fences with India. 
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LAUGHING STOCK 
OF ANDHRA 


Anjaiah begins his day only after saying prayers before a 
Dorlrait of Mrs Indira Gandhi. That kind ofsvcoDnancv 


portrait of Mrs Indira Gandhi. That kind of sycophancy 
enabled him to become a chief minister—ana also made him 
the most sneered at CM Andhra Pradesh has had. In the end, 
even the second object of veneration, Rajiv Gandhi, had got 
disgusted. TOOSHAR PANDIT went to Hyderabad to report. 


/ tm noMy'i buffoon. 

•^Ttngturi Aajiioh. — 

bon no( fMlly 
look like one. With 
t wide noM on • 
poker foee. fluffy 
frey hott, pot bel* 
ly end eftCfini eyee, the SZ- 
yeirold raiel mimiter of 
Acidhre Predtih ml^t even 
he mistaken for a sombre 
iud|e or a serious professor. d 

Nor docs he foam at the I 

mouth, as one misht expMi I 

someone with years of miU* W 

tent trade union pulitics be< 
hind him to do: he, in faeu 
speaks softly, often to the \ 

C )int of being Inaudible. But 
IS public jnege hardly 
matcnes this private profile. 

The jokes that one hears a^ 
out him in Hyderabad or the 

E rins that the very mention of 
is name draw, are evidence 
that Andhra Pradesh thinks 
that CM Anjaiah is a bit of a 

One story currently doing 
the rounds is about a barijan 
minister who, one dey, saw Dr 
Ambtdkar^ statue overlook* 
ing the HussiiAsagar lake in 
the heart of Hyderabad waap* 
iu. When the minister asked 
what was wTongi the statue 
confided that he was tired of 
standing on his feet for so 
many yaan and would like to 
have a hone to sit on. But 
Anjaiah would not believe 
tha story till he had verified * 
it himaalf, so ha drove up to the statue 
with hli minister. The statue suddenly 
tuned red In the face and, shouting at 
Hte minister, said. "I asked you to gat 
aa a horsa. net an au.” 

Tlia black humour In Andhra 
.PVadash those days indicates that the 

aapectatioAS raised by Dr Chaana 
^ • 


Reddy's departure have been replaced 
by despair. Dr Reddy was tough, arro* 
gant, inaccessibla—and has govern* 
ment was corrupt and opprosslvo. It 
was unerally assumed that tha new 
chief minister would be differant: a 
gtnlaU friendly sort of person to whom 
people could go with tb«r woes. 


" '■ I Mr Anjalah's credentlali 
ware good enough to raise 
"f/ such expectations. Born in a 
' ' * poor peesant family at Bha* 
* nur In M^ak district, and 
brought up by foster parents, 
he had come up in life the 
hard way, starting out as a 
six«enna casual labourer in a 
' Hyderabad factory at the age 

h. of 13, Unlike his predecessor. 

he bed neither on influential 
uncle nor a formal education. 
ffftf If Channa Reddy was e show* 
.off, Anjaiah was a self* 
effacing man. U Channa Red* 
A dy was ostentatious, Anjaiah 
* was austere. Yes, the new 
chief minister was different. 
TIm things that Anjaiah had 
in common with his predeces* 
su were the habit m tuniLna 
1 up late for appointments and 
f an unsbakabtf faith in God, 
M godtnan, and rings. Plus, of 
course, both of them were 
from the same community, 
m the Reddy^ and the same 
region, Telangana. 

jl^H But the new CMH bealc 
problem was political, He had 
bocone CM at a geeture from 
Mrs Gandhi, but ha did. not 
command any following 
among the party MLAi. This 
LnstcwUy suhtpeledUmto 
^ boliavt that go extensive 
^ public relatleni and kueretive 
* ^1 could bring him eupport, 
I That was his fint mlstut. 
i One ol the first thinga be 
II ■ J did after aMuadoi office was 
to throw open his doers to anybody,' at 
any hour. The reault ho is always 
lurrouadad by crowds of favour* 
leekars and baiigar»<en and fladsllnle 
tine for adnlawration altheugb his 
working doy beglAo at S an and 
urtuhas bmid mldnldht. But what 
realty lavo was tha ranuwlon of a 

















.> ^ • 


QbN trar fft> C 0 * out* 
Mrioui. >pipa irralmBC. aoiM luiic* 
rouA. Por istumca, wUla inAU|untjnf 
• dlralcc Mun recently, Anjuah tu|* 
*Meed that tb« )ud|es could the 

money to buUd their owo houlwe. or 
live more comfortably, if they weot 
•Jon* with the fovernment *not 

S vin* any wderi on flimsy irounds." 

itiAt on ezeaplc of what nc conai* 
dered to be flimiv vouods, he laid 
that recently the Hi^ Court released 
a person detained under (he National 
Security Act on the *reund that tha 
detention order was written in a bn* 
fuage which was unfanuibr to the 
detaau. The essemblad iudges, includ¬ 
ing the Chief Justice of Andhra 
Pradesh High Court, kept their smiles 
wry. but such an invitation to € 0 iTU|^ 
tion has rarely been hoard by the 
judldary. 

tha tone and tenor of his rule was 
set by him with his very first actr the 
makini of (he ministry. It took bun 
more tnan a month and several trips to 
New Delhi to complete the process. In 
two instalments, he cane up with a 
massive di nember ounisiry to earn 
the dubious distinction of concoiving 
the country's largest ever stale govern¬ 
ment (it was larger even than that of 
Mrs Gandhi's national government; 
she has S4 memben). Eveiy third 
Congreisd) MLA in Andhra nadesh 
became a miniiter. It became such a 
joke that at one time there were as 
many as 166 legislators aspiring for 
miniiterta] berths 
However, even more remarkable 
was Anjiiah's explanation for having 
such a large ministry; a large state 
with a large problem, he satd, needs e 
large cabinet. The next problem was 
that he did not have enough portfolios 
for so many ministers. Simple solutionr 
split the portfolios. lUusrration: in¬ 
stead of one ID blister looking after 
agriculture have several and give inde¬ 
pendent charaa of vegetables, pulses, 
edible oils, fann production, gobar 

S I. horticulture and so on. **Tf an 
rbus," he once iriued. ‘‘can replace 
rwin-engioed aircrut why can't wger 
cabinets replace the smaller onesf* 
Why not? Only (hat the Administra¬ 
tive Reforms Commission has set down 
the norm that the slae of the cabinet 
should not exceed eleven per cent of 
the total strength of the legislature. 
The membership streng^ M the two 
houses in Andhra rradesh put 
together is 366 and if Anjaiah was to 
keep to the nonns he could at best 
have a ministry of 41, Bur chen who 
cares for the norths? Tmcucs started 
wagging. Some sniggerea that here 
was a man who couldnot forget that he 
was a trade union leadi^ and mitdt 
even his cabinet labour-intensive. 
Others said It was an example of 
Anjaiah placing hia trust on manpower 
after seeing that his pradecesaor could 
not hanaoa by divine potw alone (Dr 
Cbinnalleddy wed »frequently vtalc 
lamples and ^nmn.) 

PuiiUy, the Inu^ter grew to loud 
that it could be heard even la diaunt 
Delhi. Mn Gandhi suddenly reelised. 
more than a tootixh after Aajaiah's 
caUaet had bcc^ ....m is, that li was 


His nine lives: over? 


H 


'is pndtcessof Channa X&ddr*s 
lucky avaber was six. An* 
jaiah's is nioe. And be tikes cere to 
ensure chat nine is always aseoci* 
ated with him. His car numher is 
nine, hes Fetch Mstideo Dub mes- 
berahip number is 45 (edd up tbe 
digits and you get nineA be hes 
unnouficed IS new coepontiens for 
tbe state foace again the digits add 
up to aioek For tbe seme reason he 
bed fated 27 May as tbe date /or tbe 
commencement of rbe panebayat 
polls. Tbe samithi pells were (tied 
for 9 June, the muniopel polls for 9 
August, ead tbe corporation poffs 
for 27 Attgutr. ell of which were 
held lest ye*r> Agein. he pruned bis 
cabinet on 9 Februery end guess 
tbe number of mwtsters he hed in 
his new eebinet? 45 
In August test year, when be was 
esked newsmen as to why be 
considered nine his lucky number, 
be said his feith in the number was. 
in feet, a mentr of common sense 
end fhei “it hed nothing to do with 
estrol^y^" His expfanarioo: rbe 
TeluMu idiom moodu puwulu am 
kayalu fmaiing a rotel of nine A 
which denotes rbe bhoming of 


flowers and fruition, led btm to use 
tbe /run her nine so that eivrv pro* 
Ject or scheme would he e success. 

Thet explanarion is imeginetiw 
but untrue. His superstitioxi is such 
thet the chief minister carries his 
obsession wrtb rhe number nine to 
lidkuhus limits. Recently et the 
Potii ^iremulu Memorial lecture 
in Hyderebed. where the CM was 
present. Prof $. V. S. Serme. former 
pruicxperof the Smell Industrie t 
Extension Treining Institute, said 
that Andhre /Va d w ranked ninth 
among tbe stntes in Industrial de 
eelopment. Anjaiah was overjoved; 
aftar ell nine was his lucky number, 
and he beamed and nodded his 
approval Later, when Prof. Sarma 
went on to quote from rba stare 
gosemment’s draft sixth plan that 
tbe per capita income growth in the 
state was tow and that the state was 
only sixteenth in rhe matter of 
centre! investment, Anjaiah flared 
up and said: **i don't accept these 
figures. I became the chief minister 
only a year ago. How am I responsi¬ 
ble for the poor achievements?" 
Obviously, one and six don't add up 
to nine. 


too large. So after another month 
Anieiab, without compromising hts 
fetish for tha number nine (soo MX), 
on 9 February 1981 pruned his cabinet 
10 that charmed figure 49. It was not 
easy; he knew those eicloded from (ha 
minis^ would immediately become 
his bitterest enemies. He found an 
answer for this too: he would 
accommodate them as chairmen of 
various public sector corporations. 

Aceoroingly, Anjaiah emended tbe 
law to make it possible for MLAs to 
hold office In public undertikinis. 
When he ran out of tbe plums, he 
created some more by foniung new 
corporations. At one stage the oormel 

S eetinc betweeo two Congress(I) 
ends had become. *Whkh corpora* 
tion are you in?” A common sioiy 
dmog the rounds in Hyderabad is 
about a cabinet minister had gone 
to meet the CM on some work. But Mr 
Anjaiah, assuming that here came 
another office-seeker, would not see 
him till he bad found a corporation of 
which the caller could be the chair* 
man. The CM had forgonen that this 
man was already a minister. 

Such jokes abound. So much so thet 
even some of his ministers were fed up 
with Anjaiab's exercises io cabinet 
making. Gaddem Rajaram. who was 
tbe fmaoce minister in Anjaiab's 
cabinet (be later died in a cv acci* 
deniA Ut some steam out when he 
qmpped^Where is tbe cabinet? The 
chio mimster is tbe cabinet. We have 
beea made • lau^ung stock.” Even a 
panofl as uugusc as Fmident Neelam 
lanjiva Reddy could not help 

E -on io his home 
t was being run 
by *• aomiMtod chiaf minister.* But 
Afjulai. \.’SL • ptnoD to get wor* 


Sanliva Rod' 
laugBliM at the i 
state which be t 




ried. "Laughing and waaplng,” ha 
once said, *go logaihar in politics.” 

There is no end to his inienuity. 
Who else but Anjaiah could have 
thought of abdicating in favour of a 
former leader of the opposition, Alyap- 
pau Reddy, and making him (he leader 
of tbe treasure banues? Anjaiah's 
critics say (hat ne did this because he 
himself was incapable of being tha 
leader of the House. But Aajaiah stout- 
Jy denies it. Kis explanation; *'l simply 
do not have the time.” Actually, it is 
not entirely his fault. The biiic flaw is 
In the Congressd) culture itself which 
encouragei inner strife, sycophant. 
and a search for reward in return for 
loud halleluiahs of praise for Mrs 
Gandhi and ner son. 

True to the Congressd) tradition, 
sycophancy rules in Andhra Pradesh. 
Anjaiah Iwgjns his day only after 
saying prayers before a portrait of Mrs 
Gandhi. To him her place is next only 
to God. "Indira amma" he once proc* 
laimed, eisour kula devara (the family 
deity) whoi.i I worship day and night.” 
And recently, at a public meeting, he 
went as far as to claim that "Prime 
Minister Mrs Gandhi should last as 
long as the sun and the moon shine on 
earth.” No wonder he once described 
Sanjay Gandhi as one "who played a 
prominent role in the country’s free¬ 
dom struggle.” Sanjay Gandhi, ^ 
course, was alive then. 

The disease is infectious. For inst¬ 
ance, Baga Reddy, the industries 
rairuiier, while presiding over a func¬ 
tion at Hyderabad where Anjaiah re¬ 
ceived the Chanakye award for his 
”political maturity, wisdom and loyal¬ 
ty” described the chief miaister as a 
modern "M^atma.” When Kona 
Prabhekara Rao became APCcu) 
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F ur over three months since 
November 190), Andhri 
Pradesh chief miniaier, Mr T. An- 
jaiah^wiis sprucing vp the govern* 
mem and parry machinery to wel¬ 
come Mr Rajiv Gandhi. The Bant:a 
lore Youth Congress extravaganza 
organMed by Karnataka chief 
minister, Mr R. Gundu Rao. had 
only added fuel loAnjaiah’s amhr 
tions. 

But, Mr Rajiv Gandhi’s visit to 
this southern state turned out be a 
sour experience for Mr Aniaiah. In 
an unpiTcedented display of anger 
and fury at the elabwate and os* 
tentatious arrangements made to 
welcome him, Mr Rajiv Candhi 
lambasted MrAAjaiahat the Begum* 
pel airport soon after his arrival In 
the forenoon of 2 February on a 
36*h<>ur visii lo Andhra Pradesh. 

For <»ver three hours crowds of 
Congress! 1} and Youth Cnngrcssil} 
men and women waived ea^rty for 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi's plane, when the 
Indian Airlines Airnus arrived, the 
VIPs and ihe non VIPs who were 
waiting in a speciallv erected .dw 
miane near the terminal buildkig 
rushed towards the larmuc ^u<* 
iflg sUwans and carrying heaps of 
garlands for ihe Prime Minister's 
son. 

Bur this did not please Mr <^n 
dhi li only made him iTKire furious. 

'‘Why have voii made all these 
arriiigomenik? Whose marriage are 
you going to celebrate? What Is all 
ihis tamasha.^ he repeatedly asked 
MrAnjaiah. The chief minister had 
no answers. In fact, he wus taken 
aback by Mr Gandhi's outbursts. Raiiv GendAi re Aniajah: Vfrv this tasiaiiha^' 
The youth leader would not acevin w 
Ihe garlands. His annoyance was ^ 
mure since he thought liiat the ■ 

C srlandi would endanger the Air 
ui i( they somehow got sucked 
intu ihe engine. On the tormac, he « 9 

was so )>adly mobbed Ifv the cruwiK ^ 

that be Ihundered he would noi like ' 

to get crushed in slampedc .. ^ 

Mr Gandhi wcni 

round the VIP siumMoa in ex* *'IjL 

chiinge pleasantries with the minis* 

lers and / 

to the lounge m the I ^ 

After rebuking hAR 

ihe pjiivmen, including siute and 
central mlnisteiv Mr Gandhi went 

Ki the txHiking g 

hooked himself on the evening ' 

flight to Uvlhi. The union pet- g 

roleum minister. Mr ?. Shiv Shank* ^ 

ar, who was there, begged forgive* ', 

ne«s of Mr Gandhi. ”Please forgive I 

us. Please save our honour. We did V ' 

not mean to offend you...” Mr Shiv * - 

Shankar was heard pleading with 

Ur Kajiv Gandhi. ^ 

After much persuasion, Mr Gan- 
dhi went round the airport in an \ / 

open jeep na/nasreiite to the v' 

crowds, which had been brought m 'vP^K^L 

from the »lum areas around the 
airptm bv minivtcrs and APYCll) 
leader. Thun. Mr Gandhi went up a 
the iSfeet high dais specially | 

erected for him outside the (ermin ^ 

al ouildiog. He spoke to the 3.000* % S il 


Why Rajiv Gandhi was 
displeased with Anjaiah 


odd slogan-shouling, dancing 
partymen. 

More fury, however, was to come 
later when Mr Candhi boarded a 
nine-seater plene^'-whkh had been 
rented by the Andhra Pradesh gov¬ 
ernment from the BUur govern- 
meni^to go to Ihe temple town of 
Tirupati. Half-a-doaen ministers 
and party functionaries had 
buardM the plane. But the chief 
minister who was last to get into the 

K ne, had to gel down abruptly 
gre the plaM took off. With 
tears in his eyes. Mr AAjaiahquietly 
left for his official residence, Jaya 
Praja Bhaven, near the airport. 

On his return fromTirupeti. after 
a special darsAan of Lord Venk* 
ateMwaru, Mr Gandhi seeased to 
have cooled down a bit. He allowed 
Mr Anjaiah to accompany him to 
Sangareddy and Kamareddy towns, 
which form part of Mrs Gandhi’s 
Medak parliamentary constituency. 
The chief minister also Kcompa- 
Aied Mr Raiiv Gandhi to Bbimavar* 
am und Vijayawada. 

Why wax Mr Rajiv Candhi 
annoyed wnh the CengresKh men 
in the Slate? MrGundu Rao was the 
"first uffendar” to have organised 
the extravaaatua and he got away 
with it. But MrAnjaiah repeated the 


mistake in « big way. Ills denials 
notwithstanding. Mr Anjaiah had 
utilised the official machinery to 
make arrangements for Mr Gan¬ 
dhi's visit. And a week before the 
visit, an informal meeting of the 
stale cabinet had been convened to 
discuss ihe arTongements. It was at 
this Reeling that senior govern* 
meni officials were assigned tasks 
in cunnectiofi with Mr Gandhi's 
lour. The special officer of the 
Hyderabad municipal corporiiion 
had been adied to rush with the 
repairs of the city roads as well as 
erect the arches. The regional 
tnt)spon officials were asked to 
mobilise the lorries to bring in Ihe 
crowds for the public meetings, 
while the police were asked to 
make security arrangements. 

Bui Mr Candhi was not pleased. 
As he stated at a public meeting, he 
had come tu Andhra Pradesh mere¬ 
ly to assess the funciioning of the 
pany by observing the partymen, 
not hy counting the arches erected. 
He uid he had ccune at the invila- 
lion of the APCCflj and APYUI) 
and the govornmem had nothing to 
do with it bven as an MP. he 
thought, he did not deserve the 
kind of flattering receptlnn he was 
accorded. 




f<K«rM pobc*- 
ifl uftiFonu iitd otban 
in jvu/t^had »nfer«4 Mx Gnndhi. 
Spoie CID and securiiy men wtra 
weo aportint Corifrewlj or Youth 
Con§re<t(I) badua. Ii wm m appa* 
rant that even Mr Rajiv Gandhi aaw 
through their disguise. This 
angered him even more. And when 
a security officer of the chief minis* 
ter was seen with a garland in hU 
hands, Mr Gandhi enquired who he 
was. The man said ne was from 
Youth CongresMl). This was too 
much for the PM't son. 

The open jeep, in which Mr Gan* 
dhi was taken out to say namaste to 
the crowds at the airptwi. also be* 
longed to the police though the 
numberplates or the vehicle were 
covered wiih Convtiidj posters, 
the xhaotjana, the dais, the posters, 
the flags and the huge cutout por* 
traits, not to speak of floral decora- 
thins all over the airport, left no 
doubt in Mr Gandhi's mind that the 
'‘show" was similar tv the one put 
up only for the Prime Minister or 
the President. 

Mr Gandhi, at first, refused lo 
travel in the chief minister's car. 
Mb said he would prefer to move 
around in an Ambassador car be* 
longing to a friend. Later on, 
howewr, he fell in line with the 
organisers end went to Kamareddy 
und Sangareddy towns in the 
Andhra Pradesh government heli¬ 
copter. Yadgiri. Mr Gandhi did not 
like the Doordarsban and All Indie 
Kndio people hovering around him 
ar the public meetings and had 
them driven away on a couple vf 
occosjons. At Bhimavaram, Mr 
t'.andh said he did not like the 

E resence of pressmen at the Youth 
'ongreHs(l) meeting beceuse "we 
cannot talk frankly in thair pre* 
sence.** 

The tour to Andhra Pradesh by 
Mr Gendhi cost the organisers 
around Rs BO lakhs. About 4,000 
lorries and trucks had been mobil¬ 
ised at Hyderabad, Sangareddy, 
Kamareddy, Bhimavaram, Guntur, 
Tirupaii and Vijayawada to bring 
the crowds. The APCC(l) end APY* 
C(f) had put up 20,000 posters. 
1,000 multicoloured flags and 300 
bust-sised photographs of Mrs In¬ 
dira Gandhi, Mr Rajiv Gandhi and 
MrAnjaiah, apart from arranging 
about a 100 banners, SO arches and 
a dosen huge cutouts in Hyderabad* 
Secunderabad alone At many 
places, the arches had to be disman* 
tied overnight as the word spread 
that Mr Gandbi did not like such 
pr>mpou$ arrangements. 

During Mr liandhi's visit there 
were other unpleasant episodes. At 
the Begumpet airport, a minister of 
state, Mr P. Janardhan Reddy, man¬ 
handled a deputy commissioner of 
p«»lice, Mr 0. Bhaskar Reddy, after 
a city MLA, Mr $, Ramdass, was 
pushed out by Mr Bhaskar Reddy 
when the unruly crowds ware being 
chased ut the airport. 

SVED MAJEEOUL HASAN 



role df iho b«ro wia dog up from tba 
arddvoa tpd a moal scnenuig was 
amaged far the Denefit of the c^net 
aiaistars and the Coagreasdl legisla¬ 
tors. That is the patten and those who 
do Boc III into It must suffer. G. V. 
Sudhakar Ron, minister for major 
irrigation, is aasong the few who is not 
given to sycophancy. At a recent 
cabinet neeiing he spoke rather crici- 
caUy about the implementation of 
some of the projects and Anjaiah 
threatened to sack him. Rao im¬ 
mediately offered to resign—for the 
third time since his inclusiwi in the 
cabinet. 

Whatever ebe one atight say of Mr 
Aajaiah, be caaaoi be denied the 
credit for having transformed the poli¬ 
tical scenario ofAndhra Pradesh into a 
Walt Disney comk strip in iust about 
IS months. Witness his aandltng of tba 
second Wwld Ttlugu Conference at 
Kuala Lumpur. In an apparent attempt 
to gain acceptance as a "cultureo" 
persofl ha decided to go for it in a big 
way. He proposed a dekgaiiofl of 205 
handpicked men and women, at a cost 
of about Rs 44 lakhs to the stale 
exchequer. The centre was ambarras- 
sad enough to cut the number to 40. In 
the resulting confusion no one quite 
knew who was going and who was not. 
Many who had been okayed were held 
up either in Hyderabad or In Madras, 
while a number of gaie^reshers from 
the APCCtI) and the Youth Congras* 
stl) manag^ to secure passage to 
Kuala Lumpur. For instance, some 
musicians were seen biting around 
Madras airport while tbetr instru¬ 
ments were being unpacked in 
Malaysia. 

That is Anjaiah for you: a good soul, 
but quite inept. When he took office 
he warned that corruption would be a 
major target of his aomiolstration. He 
propoaed to set up Lok A/ukra. a 
watchdog body, to curb corruption at 
high places. It is hardly surprising that 
the proposal still remeios vriiere it 
startM: on paper Anjaiah is generally 
regarded u bonost (at least at far as 
pwtidaot go), but tbc old avenues of 
corruption ere as crowded as ever. He 
baa in bis cabinet some of the miniv 
ten of the previous minisirv against 
whom his 0 ^ pertymen had levelled 
charges of corruptMO io writing, tc 
Mrs Gandhi. Not only that, some of 
them are believed now to be among his 
conscience keepers* (Yea. it's a pliable 
conscience. 1 G. venketeswamy, for ex¬ 
ample. The opposition leaders claim 
ihar as the civii supplies rainistcv he 
had collected Rs 20 lakhs from the nee 
millers oo the eve of the Assembly 
byelcctions in March last year. Mr 
Vaakataswany has, of cour5«, denied 
the charge. But what makes ordinary 
people believe gossip Is their experi¬ 
ences nothing gets done wlihoui 
bribes. And die ^ names still enjfry 
protaaiocL For example. C. Raia Nurs 
simba lost his job in the state uwneil 
Leather Industries Development C»r* 
poradon (UOCAPl as its ihaiinuui 
following charges of ctwruptinn and 
■usuat 01 power. Mr Anjuiah promptly 
lavm^im a piece in his cabinet 
AncfRer CongrtsiCt} MLA, C. 


Nalgyou Rho, fK tW se^ freoi die 
same corporation fur IdoDtical 
reasons Mr Anjaiah made him the 
(.hanman of the Leather Board! 

W hen Mrs Gandhi sent MrAnjaiah 
In Andhra Pradesh .she must nave 
expected him to improve the Congres- 
s(ll imjfiu which had been badly 
nauk-d Uy ini emetine quarrels and 
scandaK due j njt i Ui* uni u«• i d Dr Chan • 
na Reddv. AiM.n.ih Iihv tailed buth (u 
renuive ik- uf coirnpiiori from 

die pATty* and to biin»: harmony in it. 
He was, in a M-nse. dnnmed from the 
beginning. Ghanna Roddy left the par 
tv splintered The kuccons i»f a minor¬ 
ity group nf party legtsliitois in man¬ 
ipulating his uustet with iUl- urtive 
encourage men I of tin- high ctimmund 
had 1 red ted a numbi-i of power cen* 
(res* all gunning foi the -uini- thing: 
(h« office nf the chief minister. Sn 
whan tliv plum went Anjaiah’H way. 
many influential leaders wh<i had set 
(heir eyes on the idfue felt thc-iiied If 
they did nut make niiy iwive at that 
lime. It was Itvcauvo their survival 
instinct took prviedeiue nviT their 
■mbit ions. 

Bui hardly was the ink drv un their 
solemn pk-ufti-s i>f vu|vpiiri when iniri*. 
gnes and inlighiing began to under 
mine Antatdh\ tHnitiori Bv nptmg for 
a no I IS Y of Hppuasc-mcm instead uf 
offering tirm k-,ideishi|>. Anjaiuh 
mack* fuaiic-is sull w-orsv lur himself. 
In hk fir>t "Atibu^* mini^frv of hi he 
ttccomnuMlaied rrpieseritativeK from 
all the ihri-e major fasiions. Along 
with IB of the tb mmkk-is who had 
rebelled Hgainsi Dr KeJdv. wiven who 
suppiMU-d him found a ploce So did Ih 
of NO MI.As who lud di-tecied to the 
Congress! [ I liom thv Janata Party and 
the CoriftresstCi But il did not take 
him loiigio ri absi-Th«it this, instead of 
gaining him 1 r»end\. was swelling the 
tanks ot the diM-mlidiii«'<l. All tli<»« 
did nor get offiLt- quii'lclv became 
puleniial or active dissKfonts—which 
meant iwu of every three Congresstli 
MLAs. Acctiwtioits ol his being either 
•oft to Chanrui Reddy's men or Partial 
to (he defectarv could now be distinct 
ly heard, 

Anj.iiah's troulik-s multiplied whan 
the high command asked htm tn prune 
his ministry Afu-r a kikhI deal of 
barKaiiiing he diopiH.>d Ih ministers. 
Hromincni among the in were Presi- 
dent Sanjiva Reddy's sim-in law. C. 
Ramhhupal Reddy, Inrmer chief 
minister HraUniaiianda Reddy's 
nephew, K. V Knshn.i Reddy, and 
Sreemv sniii Keddv, tin* man who had 
fired the first salvn against Dr Channa 
Reddy (In* wav later taken back). This 
created mure rncniies Even that 
should not have- worried Anjaiah very 
much had noi his party been mi badly 
mauk-d at the byeU-i-tion lur three 
predtinunanily rural A>-*ei»l>ls* ciiiisii- 
luencies—Kakr. Ibiahimpiitmon. and 
China I a—in April l')Kl. Tht t ongrev 
Nth lust Chiralaiothc Jaiuit.i P.iiiy bv 
a margin of iD.fKKi sole*, and just 
managed tn win the «iilii-r two seats 
with vastly letluied margins Ami (hut 
was when AnjaiaiTs ttnuhlos esca¬ 
lated. 

By that time evcryliiHlv hail realised 
that Mr Anjaiah was nol ns iHiwerful 
as he tried in seem Ills riv«ils wtihin 
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iht tMtiv surfaced. The fir$i m»jor 
( dme (r»m his affrivuUure 
inud'ii'K N.uiciidl;i Rhaskara Rwr. who 
w.w dsn Che chief urvhicect fur brtnR* 
Mi;; Chufuia Kv«l<iy. Channa K^- 

.k noi sack him fmm hiscahmec 

\h i .iMM- !•( Rdt)\ jMiwerful support in 

i IKlhn Imt An>uiah. with Chirac 
.ipluinli. Jismisss'il Kao from 
his mnusiTY iu July. Rhiskara Rau 
diuti’il (rum Hyderabad co New Delhi 
.Mid souu iHxame che rallylnK point for 
11 lose who were OKainsi Anjalah. 

Ih.il was iusl cine of Anjaiah's many 
mil lies. I'ur mKiance. he hud promised 
cr» )iidd thr pjmhayur elections which 
Ml' iiredeccssors could not hold fur 17 

MIS. hill I he As.sembly hyeiection 
rv sidIs hud ciearly sh own ihur The iime 
*.v;is lost not richt for the CoriKressili 
to tiu in for rhe elecrion However. 
AtijuiHh could not possibly Ro luck un 
his word. Ro he cairte up with a bril* 
li.uit iileut lie would f'>r the elec- 
rote. withoui ullowing anvone lo use 
iMrtv symluils. Thnt would achieve two 
lOinKs one. prevent uftly bickerinjis 
uiihin rhe puriv spreadinitin ihe gra» 
.rH»rs Irvel ariJ twn, conceal the 
M ro.il loss of I he party And, predict 
.lids *it>vi the elections Anjaiah 
I laiiiKd ihiit more than hU percent of 
Ihe successful cundidate$ were either 
uctivc members nr supporters of die 

< oiiiSTewl 1K 

TIu* p|t»y would have succeeded but 
for till' dnihhmfi thet rhe Cun^resafl) 
■ixoivt'd m the municipal and corpora 
lion vlvciions that followed. The Con* 
oi< ss<h conceded two major city cor- 
pocatiuns. Visakhapitnam and Vi- 
triviiw'Kla, tu the opposition virtually 
wMhout n fiftht. Many of Its candidates 
rvLOi foifriied their deposits The re* 
soils were so disappointing that An* 
jji'ih immediately postponed the elec* 
iicMis for Hyderabad city corporation 
iM yer tn be held). He did not have 
ih«! couiape in offer an explanation to 
his menior Mrs Gandhi; he assigned 
;)iar juh in his finance minisier, 
’'.jhiMkur Reildy. 

Hv ihon. New Delhi was convinced 
ih.ii Aniaiah was hardly the person 
who louid IC'^d the parry to any great 
heigliis Ihai must have been the 
reu.Sioi why ,m AlCC(li general secret* 
My. Shyam Sundar Mahapatra, was 
M*iii In Hyd<*rabad in mid-September 
hisr v(*ur lor his assessment of the 
.HM.iiKtii Mahapatra was no friend pf 
.^ 1 llHiuh and ho had earlier made some 
i.iosrk comments about the state’s 
’uimbM*' ministry. And while at 
i|\iU*idbud. Mahapatra met and re- 

< <.*;vc*J complaints from a large num* 
iiei »t* people who openly identified 
ihecnsc'lves against Anjaiah. Tbe mes- 
^u|*e was Sniid and clear; the search for 
im .ilUTnaiive had begun, hurtbercon* 
firmiiiion <umc when another A!CC(1) 
>»Micral secretary, G. K. Moopanar, 
.aucoRed a scheduled visit 10 Hyder* 
«h'id without offering any eitplana* 
iicm 

T'l liCKiii with. New Delhi decided 
ili.u It was about time the party appar* 
situs Ml the state was sirength^ed. It 
Urcided that M A. Am, the 
Al\'('i1> president since 1977 who 
w,>Mld nMt find time tu visit all the 
.listi sLtN nf the state during his tenure 
IB 



and who was still hanging on to that able. The party did win all the three 
office even alter hb ioductloo to the taatt it contested but the margins had 
cibinai. should go. Anjaiah wanted X. baen pearly reduced. And even the 
E Krishnaraurtby, a tona« minister cheers for a pyrrhic victory were short* 
of state, to take over from Axil. Rut be lived. For, soon came another dis* 
was rudely jolted when New Delhi, appoimnent: the Congressfl) lost nine 
disregarding his recommendation, ot 30 seats to the legislative council. 

C ave IIS nod in favour of Kona Pnbha- Worsa, five party rebels had woo. That 
ar Rao. the speedier of tbe Assembly, clearly demonstrated the state of the 
said to be a protege of the uniem perty in Andhre Pradesh and its image 
foreign minister, P. v. Nareaunha Rao. with the people. That also sealed An- 
And to add inault to injury* New Delhi jei&h's tate, tor the high command 
kept almost all important Anjaiah ponduded that it was his weak and 
loyalists out of the reconstituted party inept handling of affairs that had led 
organisation. Not one of the five gener to the mess. To emphasise that, the 
al secretaries was considered close to APCC(I} president served notices on 
the chief oiinister. The only person in five cabinet ministers and six MPs on 9 
Ihe party hierarchy on whom Anjaiah Jaouanr this year asking them to ex* 
could count for support was the plain their conduct during the legisla 
treasurer, K. Rosiah. a member of his tive council electinns. Significantly, a 
cabinet. majority of those who received the 

A shift in the power centre could be notice are ardent admirers of Anjaiah. 
perceived when Kona Prabhakar Rao, But this time, Anjaiah could not ger 
soon after assuming (rffke. suspended any reprieve for his prutegex from rhe 
emong others two members of Die high command and prudently decided 
Anjaiah cabinei->che etioor irrigarion to go along with the APCC(l) presi- 
minister, C. Das, and the minister for dent. 

cinematography. Chandrababu Red* The Congress! 1) in Andhra Pradesh 
dy^fot violating party discipline by is back to square one. minus Channa 

their activities during tbe eleebons for Reddy. For aU that is said against Dr 

Zilla Parishad chairman. Both the Redi^ nobody doubts his competence, 

ministers tendered their resignations Only a few months ago Anjaiah had 

from the ministry oo 10 October but boasted , "lly position is strong and 

claimed that their actions had tbe people who tltink it has Imome weak 

approval of the CM. It was not so much a» living in a fools' paradise.* Little 

the suspensions themselves as the did he know that the Mngress(I) CMs 

majiner in which they were carried out are dispensable commodities—even 

which must have galled Use chief loyal ones like him. Mrs Gandhi's 

minister. He was away in Delhi at that ioiDediate concern obviously is to get 

time and the APCCfl) president did her party back on the rails before it is 

not even cMsider it neceeaary to in* too fate. A poll is due in the state next 

form Anjaiah of his fbdoai More* year. She must be anaious to see that 

hand. Anjaiah. of course, managed to her party sweeps Andhra Pradesh, a 

secure a reprieve for bis ministers traditional stronghold: it remained 

from the hi^ commend, but his grip solid^ behind her even in 1977. But 

wts undoubtedly slipping. she is not going to sweep anything 

The Congresed) did lUahtly better (except perhaps the leftovers of jokes) 
In the November Assembly byeWc- with the lauding stock of Andhra 
tions. but it was still far Iran comfort* Pradesh ei the helm. • 



In other states, the chief 
minister is a respected person’ 

Tooshar Pundit and Syed Majeedtil Hasan spoke lu Kir T. Anjuiuh ^ 
_ on Id January for W minutes. E.xccrpts: 


mad*f Mrs ('Mutdhi 
m ■ choo$tt you thtf s4/cre.ctor 
■ m to Dr. Choongi Reddy} 

A: Everyone knows rhe 
coftdiiions eaiMinR then. 
There a potiiical crisis. I do not 
want to hlame anybody for this. 
Madam thouKhc 1 would he able to wi 
ihiiiKs right. ^ she asked m« to rrsien 
from her cabinet and take over as the 
chief minister. Unty at the last m<>> 
ment did I come to know uf it. 

Q : Whai wcci«e/y did she warn you 
w aaompiisA? 

A; 1 she wanted the iioUcies 

end the proerammes of ihe Cnngres* 
s(fK e spec I ally the 20> point proKrem- 
me, pursued much more vigorously. 

And whiir have you uci om;>/is/ied 
during Im /.? mom hr y 
A: Holding the paiichnyjt elections. 
That IS on lup of ilu' list. I also 
pirsviited a no r^x InidgH Weaielhe 
only state which huv not uverdmwn 
front ihi^ Kokervi* Dank Oh. so munv 
rliinus have lieen done during this 
bruT pifnod Wc have done u lut 
tor the weakei seitioris of ihe pupi>Ia> 
lion. We have hurijans as pnncAevar 
heads, even Muslims. Can you helieve 
It? A hurijari or a hfuslim cuir lM*coine 
Prime Uinisier, hiir for them to gnin 
acceptance in villages is not easy. 

Q: Ouo of the chargc'A agaiiivr the 
previous jovernmem wos that if Wrfs 
c’OJV'upr, Some of your parrymen bad 
ii/xo preienlvd h memoraudom to Mrs. 
Gandhi nfMur <r, isn'r it.’ 

A: r have: tior levelled corruptiun 
charges against anyone. I have not 
even gone througfi the memorandum 
Eksides, what is Ihe use of raking up 
Ihe past? I| would create more prob> 
lems than it could solve. 

Q: What is the stluatutn now? 

A: If you ask me. I would say my 
government is free from corruption. 

Q: How could wti car so? Don't you 
have in your cmiinet some ministers 
who as ministers in Dr. ffeddy’s 
cabinet were accused by vour own 
pdrtynrexi of corruption? 

A: Well, i want to Icxik forward to 
the future rather than brood over the 
past. 

Q: What are the reaaewts fur your 
patty's poor performance in the 
Assembly and iepslative eouncii elec¬ 
tions? Do they indicate a decline a 
Mrs. Gandhi's ^puSarity? 

A. No. Mrs. Gandhi U as popular aa 
ever. The AaaemMy byeleaioni are 
always a tough propoattion. With all 
the oppoaiiion parties fight mg us un* 
itedly this tine, a eakew^ for ua was 
out of the queitioA. 


Q: What about the iwgisfutrve Cour^ 
ett elecrityts tn which nine of vour 
candidates lest? 

A: Winning elections is not our sole 
objective. We want to prove chat we 
are for the people and of the people. 
So we gave tickets to candidates com. 
ing from weaker seclioos of the 
populaiion^thr inbaU. hariians, Mus. 
urns. etc., knowing full well that some 
of them might lose Wherever we go, 
people (ell us we are the common 
man's envarnment. What if we have 
lost a few seals? 

Q Rut rsnt it a fact that a ferge 
nonrfior of rtlaiives of your mintsters 
and Congrossfii feeders were given 
iickets and imisr of rhe foserr are from 
among them? 

A Thvy got tickets not because they 
were relatives of (his or ihat perKin 
but because they were dedicaled party 
activiMS. 

Q: Hoh hng have they been in the 

pf*ny? 

A; Thai is irrelevant You cannex 
evaluate a person's wi>rth just like 
that. There are other things rut*. 

Q: What do you think of ihe dissh 
items m yout party? 

A: I have no su«:h p('»blvm bven if 
they existed f wtmld not hj\‘c horheced 
alxnji them That is a in.itici ha the 
part) high aunmand. I ana ^iieflding 
mv lime fu ensure an all round do* 
velopment of ihe state 

Q: Uow do you then eapiam the 
'•how cau>e norrees sened recently on 
some of yout cabinet ministers and 
party MfS for mfringmg party dixi- 
pline? 

A’ I have not served the notkes The 
APCCtll president has. 

Q: But do you endorse the step? 

At We musi do all we can to enforce 
discipline in the party. 

Q: Why did you appoint so many of 
your partyman as he^s of state pubfiV 
Stfclor un4AeraJciog.v.’ ts it to buy r^* 


I will last as lon^ as I' 
enjoy Mrs Gandhi^s trust. 



sf/eni*v o' rhi Jittsak'/.r.s? 

At Not at all. u is to increase the 
efficiency of those corporations. Be 
sides, II saves a lot of government 
money. After all. I do nc>i have to puy 
ihe ULAs fur their vrvke^ lo lha 
corporations. They gel then salaries as 
MlAi and nothing more. 

What, accordiiiii tu .vi»u, J.c rhe 
«>ssenrijl c/ua/ificarjcm for h Onigres- 
sllf CM? 

A: 1 think loyalty in a preiequisita. 
That escnhllrhes your credibility with 
the mjsM's 

S : Itnw wiwlj you describe your 
f of ftinctiniung? 

A: The good thing aboul me Is that I 
am accessible. I meet people—as many 
as 1 can. I write a <iuesiK>n.and*answer 
column in a Uwal daily where any 
persun can send his guest ion and I 
reply. Thai way work gvis done faster. 
I try to understiind problems. If an 
injustice has been commiiied by some* 
ImnJv, I seek to redress it. I can solve 
most of tlie common problems but 
some problems are beyond solution. 

J . fki yuu ha\e niiy regreti? 

: No. Rut disappoiniments, yes. In 
•xlier Slates, the chief minister h a 
respected person In Andhra Pradesh, 
the moment a man is trying in push 
forward, there are vrverM people 
ready to pull him d<iwii and smear nis 
face 

Q What IS \iiur strength? 

A Mrs Gandhi'» sirength is my 
strength, I had neither tne mtoney 
power, nor the influence, nor any 
community suppun I was picked up as 
labitur minister of the state, as union 
iaksour minister and finally as chief 
minister. I owe it h> Madam and 1 am 
grateful to her. 

Q: What dv yvti think of the oppoji- 
tian? 0*1 they have any future? 

A'. Perhaps I should not say ir. but 
ihe u 'povition parties are not strong 
enough even to make a noise. And 
their future? Well, 1 do not see any. If 
the electiuns are held today, f am 
confident we wiH win a minimum of 
2.90 seats with huge margins, 

0.' Are yuu then phuning to go for a 
pall soon? 

At I don’t think there is any reason 
(or me to go for • poll m the near 
future. As it is, a poll is due next year, 

I con waif. 

Q: But will you last that hng? 

A; Why not? I will Iasi »s long as I 
pnjoy Mrs Gandhi's trust. 

Q: But do you enjoy her trust any- 
meet? 

A: There is nn reason for me to 
believe (hat I do not. 


TIGATION 




MADHU JAIN investigates why train accidents are taking piace at an alarming rate. 


M r M. Gujr^i. ihe chujr 

man uf thr mlwdv b<» 4 i(f. 
in u most uiiuMiui nirin 
who does rhe nwrsi un 
usuaI things. He* runs thu 
railways is if he wtTt* pUvma a M rpm 
record at 78 rpm sp«<(*d. rhiiiis« mteht 
move fasier hut finiillv, che record 
spoiled. 

Mr Cujni) whs hrou^hr lit Moseinher 
1980: the proverhiai knight in stiimna 
•rmoar who woul<( rose tit th<' rail' 
wiya, (hai nammnth damsel m diA- 
treVs. Iicmc nti.icked from all sides. 
Power hiuKes. lollienvs «itd plants 
end indtisiues. all hhirntd the railways 
for (heir own problems, as did the 
passengers I til tip of late trains. Mr 
Cujrel had hrvuRht along a mapjc 
wandi and iht damsel PH»k im a more 
offensive stance. iWaids slatted mtrv- 
ing, But somewhere along the line, the 
wand lost us magic. Mr Gu^ral, nine 
months away from retirement and de¬ 
sperate to succeed (to get an exten 
stun, say some ). was a man too much in 
a hurrv. 

It was (he samv old storv id means 
unifying en^s: speed in ihis case was 
Uerally of (he essence. Koutine safety 
dune away with, wagons overloaded, 
noncomplying officials transferred i>r 
sacked as the case might Iw. All the 
bottlenecks in loiinp up (how statis 
tics which came in the way were 
itreamrolled into compliance. It was 
full steam ahead alright. The train had 
to chug along, no matter what. Kesulis 
were achieved, claim some of the raiU 
way officials, by slogging the tracks 
and rolling stock da;^ and night with 
out even stopping lor mainiename 
when it was due. Consequently, the 
number of accidents caused by the 
failures of mechanical equipment and 
bad tracks went up considerably dur* 
ing (he energetic chainnan's tenure. 

During the year 1977* 1978 (the year 
begins in Apriii there were 866 ecci* 
dents. *80-'81 saw 1 . 01 .) accidents and 
in 'Sl-'82, the number of accidents has 
already crossed the l.OB mark. What 
is even more disrurhing is the fact that 
collisions—accidents which cause the 
most casual I ies-^are on (he increase. 
There lias l>i*en a nearly 50 per cent 
increase in the number uf such colli* 
slons from April 1981 to January 1982 
as compared with the same period ihe 
year before. 

Moreover: the number td casualties 
U also on the increase. In 1977*78. 30.) 
persons were killed and the next year 
the figure came down to 172. In 1979- 
figure went up slightly to 282. 

A'*' ' 



and iIh^ following year it was 244, But 
currently, (he figure Is more than 
twice what it was last year. Aiihough 
one should in all fairness take into 
account the fact that 270 people were 
said to have been killed in the disaster 
last June when a tram overturned into 
the Bagmati river in Bihar 

Nevertheless, more than twice the 
number of people have already been 
killed than those killed the year he 
fore, and there are two more months to 
go before the year runs uut. 

What is more alarming is the fact 
that manv safety rules have been 
violated, despite repeated admonish* 
menrs to the railway adminitiratnm hy 
the cotnmisstonet id railway safety. A 
number of recommendations made by 
the various commissioners have been 
ignored, especially thuve regarding in¬ 
quiries about the shorr*ienn gams 
attained bv unsafe practices, k'or ex¬ 
ample. wagons with broken springs 
iihcAe are very unsafe to runl are 
often nor detached even when de¬ 
tected. just in order to maintain the 
tempo of goods movement. In uiher 
words, no* spanner m the works even 
when It IS essential. 

In fact. Mr B. P Sasrry. commisstun- 
er of railway safety, southern circle. 
Bangalore, wrote to the general mana¬ 
ger. saieiy. southern railway, Madras, 
on 21 November 1981 (the file number 
IS 8b72.2506i. "The other accident, 
reported under vuur office letter 
relates also fo a through goods trains 
which was lound. ar the time of being 
taken over bv a fresh set of train at 
Jalarpeitai. to be having a few wagons 
with broken springs but which cun 
tinued (0 run forward without atten 
lion by the tram examining staff and 
came to grief at Danishpvt on Pnlghat 
division, resulting in an estimated loss 
of Rs 8.59 lakhs tu lailway assets and 
dislocation of traffic fur uvec 16 hours. 
7be report brought out that the tratn 
crew requested the station staff as 
well as the train examining staff at 
Jalarpeitai to have the defects 
attended to but it was refused on the 
plea that they had strict instructions 
not to detain through goods trains 
under any circumstances..." 

In this tcalous quest for speed and 
results, guards artd drivers have been 
(old nor to examine the trams to see if 
everything is in order<*^eo wirit re¬ 
spect to safety—if it slowed down the 
goods (rains movement 

Again, Mr Sastry in his letter of 27 
November, to the general manager of 
southern circle, questions the doing 


away with such routine and essential 
safety practices. 

"It appears from the instruction 
issued by senior divisional operating 
superintendent, southern railway. Pal* 
ghii, ihrough arircular quoting COPs' 
authority, chut when a guard cakes 
over charge of a throu^t train he 
should desist from checking the fonna* 
(ion." The cnmmissiuner wanted lo 
know whether the rules had been 
changed. (COPs are chief gyrating 
superintendents and railway officials 
complain that they are Guiral's men.) 

THe COPs asked that guards who 
take over charge of through trains, 
either in the marshalling yards or ai 
wayside stations, should desist from 
checking such formations and must 
start the train within ihe minimum 
pussiblu time. Moreover, a nute writ* 
ren by senior DOSs (divisional office 
super ml endeniB}, is quite explicit: 
would like all guards (o understand 
very clverly... (hat any a (tempi to 
check a through traiit by a guard will 
be treated as an ariempi tu deliberate¬ 
ly delay the tram and disciplinary 
action will he taken against each 
guard." 

To achieve spectacular results in 
loading, Mr Gu|ral launched wha( he 
calls (he "inieftfeied operation(re¬ 
ferred to in railway circles as "opera¬ 
tion railway disiniegration"). This in¬ 
volves the "end tu-eiid" running of 
rakes uf box wagons, called "jumbo 
rakes" end "unit-trains'* of four- 
wheeler stock. Integrated operations 
may have improved the movement of 
coal tu power houses, minerals to steel 
plants and other bulk commodities (u 
their respective factories, but, it has 
noi effectively brought down the price 
line because the small end medium 
industries are still deprived of coal 
and other raw materials. The practice 
of not supplying wagons for piecemeal 
loading to medium and small-scale 
industries has compelled them to get 
cheir requirements of raw materials by 
trucks. The happiest people apart 
from power house and steel plaot 
managers are the large business 
houses. 

The muTTBurs of discontent within 
the railways are certainly getting loud¬ 
er. Some railvray officials even doubt 
(he controversial chairman's claims of 
increased loading and improved per¬ 
formance. Even the share of cement 
-carried by rail hu dropped from 80 
per cent of the total prwuction two 
yean ago ro 60 per cent. 

Mr Gujral has also radically changed 


the methodology of the conpUetion of 
neny impcvtaet iadices od riilwey 

E rfomenee. The computer figures of 
dial do flot always rally wiib Mr 
Gujriri cbimst of increase Tonnage 
lifted. For eaam pie, the ^ junbo rakes'* 
divened from <ine point to anoiher, 
after reaching their destination, or 
cnroute, are notv counted as ''fresh 
loadiog” by some of the COPs. Some of 
these COPSs art very iuoior to their 
colleeguei in their owe departmenc 
and have been posited as coordinating 
heads of departmertts which is also the 
root cause of i lot of heanbum in all 
departments. Anoclter method it to 
ah^ even tranship'^ tonnage as 
fresh loading. But then, fudging fl 
gyres is elmost a hereo'itary*praaice in 
the railways. 

I n his eagerness to deli ver the goods. 

the chairman had, without consult* 
ing civil eniineers, ordered the five* 
tonne overToading of coal in bon 
wagons. At a railway bottrd meeting 


held in Madras on 2€ DiKember 19ft0. 
where the chairman and the mechanic¬ 
al member of the board ' •vere present, 
the following decision was taken: 
"Like in the case of in w ore from 
Bellary-Hospei sector to Madns. load¬ 
ing bones with coal in rh e Singareni 
collieries for the southern railway sec¬ 
tor will be permitted with immediate 
effect on the basis of C .C. plus S 
tonnes as an experiment •*! measure 
until 31 March 19gt. In the i ase of i ron 
ore and coal permitted to bloaded in 
boxes 5 tonnes beyond th e C.C. full 
details will be kept la regard to the 
breakage of springs of box wagons." 

Obviously, the board was nware of 
the fact that uverlo^ingcoiild break 
rhe springs* Moreover, in a letter 
dated 27 November 19H1. lo ilie gener¬ 
al man^r, southern railwtiys. the 
cumeiisvioner of railway saft'i.v had 
warned against such dangerou^s prac¬ 
tices. Overinading was one of t be fac¬ 
tors cuntribuiing to the derailment of 
a special down goods tram at ll’anish* 


pet station in August that ^ai. it is 
even ilaimed ibat in urtuni practice, 
the over!'lading i% not always done, 
and, onlv tfe railway receipts are 
isMi(*d with vxcess t(jnn>ige. The con* 
?.uineps ilwr.efo-e. nceivrt coal wa|v>ns 
with hiMvy sMoriagos Tin? pr^iof: even 
ihv railways own lucindjedx showed 
short receipih i vhicK varied from l> per 
cent to 1 ' (ler crcii even in the sheds 
located nrar \ ht* collieries, where 
chances of pllfei ^ge enniuie ure much 
lusi. 

The' rail wav U. ard claims lo have 
moved all thv coo.' icntnired by indus¬ 
try Bui why has th. e lailways iioi been 
able to fc^ ihei ** "WO lucusheda? 
Nearly hUO pasM'm tor trains remain 
cancelled for want * loco coal. The 
Mily power house of the Indian rail¬ 
ways in the na Ilona 11, rid could gener¬ 
ate only 50 per lei. > t'aied 

capacity because of ^ Perennial shor¬ 
tage of coal. CoUK'Huui. *liy- lll^lcad of 
varnmu fiom ihe powc *i consumers, 
the raiTwavs hod tu pay \ >enal rates to 


“A m.an with a computer in his head” 


denies rhe fei:T thot Mr. 
M. S. Gujral is p«>ba hjy one of 
the most hriliianT men tht* railways 
has ever had. His cnlleagues, even 
his derractors, say that he has a 
'*sixth sense" for the rail*'ays: "A 
man with a computer in hir* head." 

It is the style of this o^ynamic 
chairman of the railway board 
which has made him un^^pular 
within his own organisntion Soon 
after he look over as chairman he 
told ihe officers at a railway aboard 
meeting: "I have got my way of 
doing things, you have youn. l.f you 
doni follow tny way. there are 
many vacancies in Pandu." iPandu, 
on the northeast froniier railwa> •% is 
near Gauhati and Kata Paani. Indi* 
a’s Siberia for railway ufficers.i Mr 
Cujral wanii to push things Lv- 
ward at any cost. But one can on ly 
(um the screws thus far and no 
further. The human factor cannot 
be ignored. 

Soma of his colleagues have even 
called him a little Napoleoiwboth 
in physique and in character. The 
defies are grand, but often su are 
the Allies, as was the case with that 
ill-fated one crore "Palace on 
Wheels” train. 

"Railways is in tbe blood of the 
chairman; he eats, sleeps, drinks 
railways. He comes to work at 9.30 
in the morning and leaves et S OO 
and goes on inspection tours each 
Sunday...” says i railway offictal. 

On the credit side of the ebair- 
man's achievements, and there are' 
sooie, is removal of the transperta- 
tioB bottlenecks in the movement 
of coal, foodgriio, cement and 
steel. He has also instilled some 
diKiplitte ifl the organisation. 

But them ia alio somet hing c ailed 


being too tough. Under his tenurl^ 
the maximum number uf eiri* 
p1oye«»-«Knrer 7^»were sacked at 
Andal under the special lule 14(11 1 
uf ihe Railways Disciplinary Rules, 
these rules di^nse with an en* 

S uiry insiituteo to establish the 
suit of an amMoyee. NormalIv, the 
application of this rule is only rv 
sorted to under unusual circumst* 
antes involving security of the 
state. 

Mr Guiral has also effected s<»me 


Cujfdt cifti comers 



economy in the railway opi*ii> 'Duits 
by closing down a number ol \ 
munvialive cchkIn ImM iking p«. '*nls 
and SI cam loioshcih. 

The fflovi suriiKiv KimiiUi '^t 
aguiiivi Ml tUiirjhsthcfiuttmii I *>4 
is hehuvutg like a veriuhiu At la ** 
having pul jD rhe wuigliT of ih< * 
railwnw on hi^ own diouldm. i»avs 
a wnior rHilwiivmun: "The fitnf* 
tinning oi ilir lai.inl ^hnijlil nurmal* 
ly bt* restflited in imhcv m.ikii’E— 
leaving ihu cxeiuiimi and J.iv-tn- 
da:nruiuhiig in the ccneial mana* 
gets. But rhe chan Ilian Inis usMimeii 
charge ut lulining rhe rjilwavs. The 
general iiianag<*is have hi'vn lor* 
dered redundant, their powers 
have* been iimUsl anil <hi*tr starurv 
lowered " 

The (hairnun has alsn been sc* 

( used (rf desiioying ihc workmjt of 
the sy^teni hy iMlilng it all a 'one* 
man show'— planner and I'xecuiianv 
«r. "What will h.ippen when he 
gives? There is a danger ihni the 
system will cn I lapse." 

Mosi of Ihe heartburn is fue lied 
by rhe fact that he has placed hn. 
own titn as chief superinteiidenl 
officers, whu often ignore* orders of 
their superiors. These comparative¬ 
ly junior people have access to top 
secret files and uften influviicfl* the 
board's decishms coiicc-rning sen iur 
heads of departmenis and general 
managers. "Some of these office rs, 
behave hke liitle (iu^iHls.' lo m 
plained one of the railwaymen. 

Mr Gtijral joined the railwavii .js 
a war service candidate afier ih e 
second world war. He was noi per* 
manently absorbed in the army. If 
Mr Gujral Is indevd '‘Napoleonic, ' 
Mr P. C. Sethi might well prove liis 
Waterloo. 
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Brush your teeth with Colgate after 
every meal. It protects you |ust the way 
dentists recommend ah over the world. 

Bacterid grow in food particles left 
betweer> vour teeth. These car> cause 
bad odour and, later. pair>ful decay. 

So always brush the Colgate way right 
after eating. It's proven most effective to 
freshen your breath, whiten your teeth, 
.and fight decay. 

Colgate haa the fresh, minty taste that 


Oenta'i Cream 

How Colgate's trtisted formula works 

Odour ancj dscav causing 
bactaria g row in food partides 
trapped biitwean yourtaath. 

Colgata* a uniqua active foam 
raa^as daap to ramova dangerous 
food pfirticlts and bacteria. 

The rrsuU. attractive white teeth, 
freah^oreath confidence, 
protection against decay. 

makes brushirng a plaaaura. 


Stop bad breath... 
Fight tooth decay g 

with Colgate 


OentalCraam 


tot eewsMbw eWiMf «jr» 
TNttrraMfssfTTBi 

Qiitre iiMin tAtmtl 

Giitrd Menu 
dantepiMM 
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tbs T«tM tor tfrawittf cxeiM tMTcr 

tbs loabsy srw. It issns tbst dvdnf 
ths krt lix BontSu ostri; 30M ipu 
c( coal booksd lo vsrtoua mchutrisi 
hsva bssn unsuthoricsdlv uoloadsd by 
WMisrn and ctntni rsihrayi. 

Soflis of th« induMrlM icidividusUy 
brought Gujarat Hlfb Cpun atay ordar 
<aaa box) prohibiting tha railvraya 
toon taking ovar thalr wagona and to 
return lo uwm wagon for wagon, la* 
itaad of juu tha msI intarta^ad by 
the railwaya Oftan. iha railwaya* traf* 
fic iiaff ramova tha wagon labaU. 
naka than "unaoonactad” and uoloas 
than in loroahada to kaap than run* 
ning. Soma railway ottidals a!ao quaa* 
tlon (ha railway board'i figures on 
wagon mm*round (tha tint taken for a 
wagon to go froa tha originating ata* 
tion to tha dtitination and back to tha 
originating atationx tha ipatd of goodi 
train and tngiBa and wagon uaagai. 
Said one of (ham: *ln thU jugglary of 
flgurat, thay have daclarad a large 
number of wagoni u *aiek' asd (hue 
uofit for loading by obaAtlng tha old 
method of countlBi rnallactlva 
wtfont. Mr Cujral eialaa that tha 
parcantaga of inaffactiva wagoni hai 
gone up from 4 par gent to t$ par cant 
on tha baiia of a curpriaa canaua con* 
ductad by hii itaff In Dacambar IMl. 
Ha hai dona this to ihow i battar 
curn*rouBd of wagoni^” 

Tha railwayi are commlttod to tha 
planning commiailon to aehiava a 
turnaround of IQ dayi agalnit tha 
actual IS dayi (which Mr Gujrai claims 
to hiva brought down to U>. Tha 
chairman hai ordered a large number 
of UMble 4'wheeler wagoni to be cut 
up on an beiii" initead of a 
condition baiii, preventing (hem from 
being repaired in railway worhihopi. 
To further lower the figvree of effec* 
tive wagoni in um. wagoni in traoiit to 
workihopi for ptrlodical ovarhauL 
wagoni daiKhea anroutt bacauit o^ 
ihifttd loadi, or wagoni which have 
davabpad hot axJai but which have 
not moved to the neareit repair da* 
potii were alio counted ai 'tick.' Nor*. 
mally, a wagon it coniidered *itck* 
oely when It ii lent to a 'lick line* or to 
workihoM. Moreover, whan traini are 
detalnao at a station for four to lix 
houri because of congestion in the 
yards or for other reesont th^ arc 
shown as "re-ordered." This wey the 
speed is not effected and credit Is also 
taken for an extra train run, even 
while tha enclna and wagons 

idL. 

ina real index of the n* .-iiion el 
trains or of tha rollim* it the 
kllosiairai t \‘f an engine 

novas la a day. Utmn mi iway effiaali 
allaga, however, that neither tha 
wagon kilomotre per wagon day on 
line nor the ^nr ina kllomatra par 
engine doy nn line for different trac* 
doni, have shown any tangible im* 
sreveAent. A wagon H on the meve for 
nardly tour houn of (he 24-heur day; 
the rest of (he time it itandi idle (b 
yarda or In goeda ihada Ai nueh ai II 
per cant of om wagena and 2S par cent 
of the eeschaa are due for periodic 
evarhsuL 

tn whai could be called “eperatlen 



..even vddls (bore la in* 

nfftcleai atoek for mekmlBiag ^ 
txlidfig aarvieea, aMtwMl traloa aro 
beiogutroducod, 

The ipeed-at-aBy-coat pbllomphy 
has been crHlciaed at langch bv (ho 
safety coamlMloBan. Tbe chief safecy 
eotRmlialooer oven cempUlned to the 
beard a few SMMitha ago that their 
reports were bolag lfn«ed 
The loutham railway aaf aty conmla* 
ttonar'i report on the Tamil Nadu 
Exprasa train's dareilment naar 
Htupot stadoB OB I August 1911, says: 
*My sssoiimant of tha situation 


4 

1 

U 

-.1 

> 

«1 


7i» gafert oc ImdiM/i leihetys 


ipeod," trains ara baing aUowod to run 
from north to aeuth om aasi to weat, 
covering over 2,000 km wlibeut an 
asaBinailoA at any mtarmediats 

C lint. Although (he railway board has 
Id down rules tlut such trains during 
tha so<alkd *eBd to end ruaainf 
should be examined every 100 k& 
theee orders are flouted by the Kan 
bacausa tha aunagameni Is interested 
in “results* at any coat. 

Recent tmls show chat the brake 
power of triias decreases by nearly 20 
pec cent after 400 to SOO km. Despite 
drivart* compUlnti of poor brake pow. 
er, rhay art made to continue on false 
brake power cetttficates, often forged 
by tha traffic staff. In fact, somadmes 
rakas ara axamined nelibar bafora 
loading nor at the end of • ioumoy 
because ol the absence of tram ax* 
anmmg staff at many smell loading 
stations. 

IncidentsUy, In the letter of the 
safety commissioner, southern circle, 
to the general manager, southern rail¬ 
way. (ha former complained sgalnst 
this negligence which bad cauSM de* 
reilBiants: “One of the accideuti rm 
ported under divisional railway mane- 
gar. southern railway, Falghst's letter 
no [X S/1/0571^91 of 191G91. reliies 
to a through goods train which origin- 
atad on S-l-dl at <Hiaslobad (on nora- 
era railwey) with a braka powtr car- 
tlflcett of 91.6 par cent, ran for a 
distance of about 2.S00 km without • 
further brake power exemlostien end 
came ro Kcisf at TiBnapetti oa 12*441, 
(he cause having beta determined as 
Insufficient brake power.* The driver 
was reported to hove lost control of 
the tr«iB while spproecblng Tuinepet. 
ti, ran against the starter signal at on 
and ermuMd into a laAd hump. The 
braka power of tbe trtifi, whah ex* 
amlDea etoer the ecddeir, wes asses* 
aed IS S7.I per cent* 

Many railwayman fear that tha poli¬ 
cy of skipping rouHne eheeki sad 
miniMIng protective (BalottniKe 
will aventually cripple the railways. In 
addldon to tha coechas and wagons 
dus for partodlc overhaul, an UBneces* 
sarily larga percontagt of tha tracks 
needs to be ovtrhiuled. In IMO, 
12.000 km of the exlsiAg 72.000 km of 
cracks were due to bo ovorhaulod. In 
IMl, only 2,200 km wore to be d<^. 
The fact is tb«t*it (hJi rate, the rail¬ 
ways, like Sisyphus, will nevor ceich 
up. 



some of the railway officials 
who daeasad bafora ms in this inquiry, 
but who ware not prepared lo go on 
record for obvious reesonfi), is iiiat a 
small but Influential secriouef railway 
officials appoar to bo behaving In iha 
phUoaophy "ipead at any cost." 

"Oa 274. IM11 (ravelM by no. II 
Dadar Exprass train from Guniahal to 
M^as oa a routine Inspeciien. A 
liRle after tbe train left Guntnkil. ai I 
leokad at the vtcuum paui* iQ ^ 
knipectloa carriage, I notlcad that If 
was showing (AiuffkieDt vacuum- 
When I sent Ivr the guard at tha next 
halting siarioB (Coety) (o knew 
wfaathar my gauta was dtwtiva or the 
train was resuy having insuffidant 
vacuum, ha coaflrmed (net the gauge 
in hJs briba vaa had shown 91 cm. but 
ha had started the train .ir. v^tharwlsa 
its pdacttiallty would have been 
effected. 

“On IM-lMl the cabin nssiitent 
station master nf Jolsrpettal junction 
was (0 receive so up Express train but 
he was not sblo to norawliso the block 
instruAoau (on whkb a hnv rlear had 
been taken tor an earlier guodi train). 
His anxiety aoi to delay the esprem 
(rain vma ao Intense that ha lost his 
seasa of proportion, made several mis¬ 
takes incluolag tbe wrong use of an 
emergency release for normalising the 
block Inetrunenti and sdmiHeo tha^ 
Bxpreif train, only to cause m collision 
wltmn raiflUNS of taking (hat dad* 
Sion... 

Monitoring of speeds of tha Tatail' 
du group of nigh , spead (rains 
lied by TOM.2 mssel locom^vel 


Nadu 

hauleo ov wj 
bc(w«en vija 


kwads and Balharshah 


VBWI 

on fecunderabed dIvisloB wis denspl* 
cuous by ill absance. The locomotlvae 
cd these trains beioiiginc to noiibern 
rs Iway ara fitted with 7-dsy Yankay 
speed cherts, in:wrird and removed by 
the officials of the diesel locosbao, 
Tughlakabsd. nujthern raiiwi^. De- 
poaiiioni of (ha concerned officials, 
lacludlng the senior divisional meeha* 
nlenl anginear of (he south central 
railway tnd the senior divliienil 
mechanical anglnevr of Tughlnhibnd 
shed, rtiirrhera railway, have revealed 
that neither the cherts nor sny ex* 
(reels of tbe analysis of the chant had 
been sent by ths noriharn railway 
officials for at lanst a yaar prior to the 
accident, South cantrel railway offi¬ 
cials had also, durang this long Mriod. 
not sought any knformitlon In (be 
matter rcom nerthero riildray and 
acted aa per the belief 'au news is geod 


news. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Congress(I) 
would win in Delhi 

t 

if polls are held now 

But • thumplnfl M pur cunt of thu eapKaru uluctorutu do net wunt Rajiv Gundhl 




Sunday commissioned Pathfinders, Indiei, the market research company associated with 
LMas india to find out would win if the lon^waited elections for the Mhi municipal- 
were held today. Contrary to the wisdom in certain cirdes, the poH revealed that the BJP 
would lose and the Congress^) would win quite convincingly vrith 4$ per cent of the 
votes against the BJP’a 27 per cent. 

Ourir>g the one day poll, 460 voters were interviewed in the streets of new and old 
Delhi Other vital issues affecting the voters^ like the performance of Mrs Qandhi and 
her government, and the successfen' question were also asked. 


VOTING ATTITUDES* wouI4 win. Ami thi« belief h txiended to rhelr 

b^eviour, «ric& erouAd «S per cent of the electorett 
tf 4hcrioo$ to Ut€ Dffht munidMJitp'tmt Md today, eMntioninii that they would vote for the Gongrew<I). 
vwfdch perij do yvu think .wou/d win the eiecrioRr? Womq are more inclined towerdc the Cmgreft<l) than' 
whith puiy woirJd you vote for if the Dothi mtmkipd the men. though e larger proportion of male voteri beliave 
eiecfloM ware held todev? that the hJF would win the eleoioiu than their fenele 

A: Nearly had the Delhi ^ectorate teUevea that tf the counterpem, when it actually cornea to votiog for this, 
elecciom to the municipelity were held lodey. the*Congrea- perty. toe mele and female beheviour would m ainlltr. 
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PE^OPMANCE; Indira Gandhi b«tter than COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE OF PM: 
cantral government Better today than before 
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^ rftf Con$r9t$(l} h§f in powtr frw the peu two 
How wooid you rare the perforniance ot: 

—Trif ceiure} MeemiBenr? 

^lftdir§ Gendhi aj ^ine Miniirer? 

A: The p^lormtnce of the central government li ttxed 
more'poiitive than negative, aboui 4S per cent of the 
electorate it uf the opinion that it ia 'very good* or 'fairly 
good’ at aulnn onJv around IS per cent vrho are of the view 
that it i» 'fairly bad' or 'vggy bad.* But there it a algntflcini 
proportion of over 40 per cent which U ambivalent in their 
attitude, mentioning 'neither good nor bed.' 

Opiiiiona on Indira Candhi't performance aa Prime 
hlinuter are more poaltive than towa^ the per f ormance of 
the central government. Nearly SS per cent of the Delhi 
eleaorate believe that her pcnomence hat beep either 
'very good' or 'fairly good* and only around IS per cent hoM 
that it hu bean ’fairly bad' or 'very bad.' Here the level of 
ambivalence (neither good nor bed) is kr^r, •( iusi under 
30 per cent. 

The views eipresaed by the male and female ^ectorate 
ara aiirular on the performance of the central governmeBt 
aa well aa on Indira Gandhi. 




^ How woutdyou cooipe/e Indin Gnndhi's pefformnnee 
^ as firime Minister today and as Prime Minitter bifon 
the JvtMta Party came into power? 

A: Indira Ca^hl's performance as Prime Minister la 
rated 'better today’ than before, with around 4$ per eeni» M 
the Ddhi electorate of this opinion, as against under 20 per 
ceei who feel it is ‘worte today.* However., a significaDt 
number, IS per cent; feel that it is the 'same today aa 
before.' 

Opinions expressed by male and female voters are 
some wbat. similar. 


RAJIV GANDHI: 

’ Do you think Rajiv Caadhi U the nght petaoa ro be 
\^/ndjra Gandhi’s successor^ 
i)o MU think Rajiv Gandhi ihouSd be Biade a minister? 
A: A larger pro^rtion of tbe Delhi electorate. 45 per 
cent, do not believe that Rajiv Gandhi la the n^t parson la 
succeed Indira Gandhi, whilst edly 30 per cent fed that he 


might be. 'No opinion* w the comment by 35 per cent of the 
respondents. 

As against this, the Pel hi electorate it aulte prepared to 
see Rajiv Gandhi as a be* outer (around 45 per cent), and 
only about 30 per cent hold a reverse opinion. *No comment* 
is ijm over 20 per cent. 

The views eximesed by male and female voters on Rajiv 
Gandhi are somewhat similar. 
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Putting up a classic front with plush panelling, 
or making hideaway kitchen cabinets... 






comes 


NOVOPAN A preieminMed 
IhTM-liySr part«l0boarcl ihiri 
•cof^omtcai and aaiy io um 
NOVOPAN A perfectly 
balanced, ISI certified board 
thai a laciory laminaiad on both 
aides Scratch, stitn and heal 
raatatam. 

NOVOPAN for panelling and 
parlltioni. Domeitie and office 
furniture Cupboard!, cabinfte 
and couniere. NOVOPAN m an 
unmatohabla else of V4 x 109 
cmi {9* 8^). 12.18 and 26 mm 
thicK. 


( 


NOVOPAN 
to you, ready 


y to use. 



NOVOPAN. Intematloniliy 
acclaimed Pindino myried uiea 
m homes end offices the world 
over. 

In e choica of woodgrain 
pattern! and plain colourt. 
Nevar a sign of warping, 
wevinaie or deiernlnation. For 
ever, a touch of inimitable clue, 

SsOumpM, Hyderabad • 100 016. 
Phonat: 70126 4 701*26 
TaieM: 0166 *676 NOVA IN 


ifMlla's only prelaminated particleboard 


ae|MaencaK!i7,TuMnO)«misri,l>S. iieaNv bscw^iOA aOMUYeoooai Pr^ mm* 10.0* usfe*itf>sr irweecxvut 
flMfl.^Ueii«^CiU.CurTA7Qeoi4 SiUM* 7S?aT«in>9artnPr«ttf<*l.NfW0€lMl llQOSSPfvftne !r7«S 


SiaM • 7S?i T«in>9 artn Prwt NfW OaiHl I IQ 08! ^rvftne 8r7«S 


• U4 Weliii AeH, MAOaAS SOQ OQi tiMne M rioo', 2S ae^ii'l AdM, Kwffitrs firK WMt, 

6«l(0eL0ai sao 004 • WM- l xswr Need COChin w su »Uieennd Hn«R Nsir esmvrneinwer Miheaev Mas*, 








The CPi(A 

Mrs 


Vs deal with 
Gandhi 


E v«r alAct Mra Gaadhi 
camt back lo powar in 
IMO. Om CFt(M) iMd. 
anhlp ku baaa conduct* 
Ini i MCTft diolQfuo with 
har. Thaif objacbva hat oaaa to 
antura that efaa Laft Front fovaro- 
moot ia aUowad to coaplata itt full 
tarn In offUa in Watt BaQ|al and 
tuparvisa the naitt AttemhTy «ia<* 
tioni. In return, they have offered 
to I help Mn G|adhi I by 
kaa^niout of toy uaitM front that 
the oppojition partiat nay fern 
aiaintt her. 

Either tbrou^ conpultion or da* 
ii|n, Mn Ganohl bai allowed the 
Lwt Front fovenunant to virtually 
conplatk iti full term in office, ft 
now remilna to be caan whetbar u 
ia allowed to hold tha alactioni 
undar iti own rij. Tba tana of tha 
praaant Wait Bangal Aaaaoibly ai* 
pirti in lata June, tha raviaad alac* 
toral rollf wi ba publlahad by 1 
March and thara ta no bar to 
tha alacUoaa balni hold asytlaM 
•ftar tha fim waai of Aprlf Tha 

C ^aat Baodal govammant, which 
id orlfluUy racomnandad a poll 
In forty Mana. will bo happy if It la 


Power 

and 

Politics 


in ooriy Marca. wuj do aappy u tt la 
hold aaytitta in April or May. 

Thi Marilii Ui^ra «Hll, of 
courw* aavof admit that ihay bata 
I dtal with Mra Gandhi but tha 
procaadlagi at tbalr racaatly coo* 
oludad party eoniraaa it Vijtyawa* 
da lano cradanea to lueb a thaory. 
Tha atand that tha party loot hart 
waa vary dilfarant nets tha ona at 
Ita teat conarwi bald La JuUuadar 
In 1^1. At iuUua^ tha poUtkal 
raaoltttlQB cl tha party had aald^ 
*I&dlra Gaadhl eondnoaa to ba tha 
mala fecua of authorltarianliB 
thoMh with danudad itrang* 
th...1u apUt (in the ConaraM) la a 
attbach for Indira Gotwil lor It 
maana har faiiura to aacura control 
of tha eontnl orgaaiution and 
onu it In the larvica of tha caucus. 
Tha atreoa ttaod etkeo by a aactloa 
of tha laaoanhlp, hithmto bar part* 
neri In tha Emarfancy ertaa, but 
DO laoiar willing to cover up tba 
eiiadaaaa of rbe caucus tad laaTt 
har ln4 coDtnUlng poaitlon in tba 
or|iolaatlon» laft her with no 
cholca axcapt to dafacs with har 
own ehoean lollowars. Her spUttiDg 
away aapantaa tba camp of tba 
caucus and anaabamad advoeatas 
of authoritarltnlsa from oeban in 
tha Congrew. While it fadlltataa 
tha task of ■ingii*! out tboaa raac* 
ttoAory fercoi Inc attach, tbalr, 
irraniih ihauld not bo undorosti* 
mated.* 

This b la sharp contract to what 
has beta said at the Vijayawada 


By BARUN SENGUPTA 


1 

party congress this year. Totally 
njssing are the personal'pelliical 
attacki on Mrs Gandhi; rather, 
there has even been preUa lor her 
foreign polky with only scat minor 
rasarvailoAS. The Jullundar politic* 
al resolution poilrad vtoom and 
abuse on Mrs wandhi and har naoa 
am mtetionad in It about 40 timas. 
lut in the Vijayawada renlution 
thara isn't avan a slngla aoutiva 
rafareoce to bar parsonallyt It li 
worth rocaUlog that while the Jul* 
lundaroongraw was held when Mrs 
Gandhi was down and out. the Vi¬ 
jayawada congrau has been hald 
whan aha li up and preaparlng. 

At Jullundar.tha CFUMi also 
gave a clarion caU tor a broad, 
placforn BAalntt auth^tirian and 
dictatorial loreaa. lut at Vljiyawa* 
da ihoro waa no auch call. Compare 
tha two raaoluttoof JulluBder: 
"The conttauiag atrugua against 
tba fercaa roprasai^ng dicta¬ 
torship makoa it naewaan' to have 
a broad platfom to ll^t thorn- 
M.Thla la ■ vary broad platlorm 
ariiini out of tna direct need to 
fight the aucherturlan foreaa. It la a 
platfora accaprabla to all who had 
aufforad undar tha Jadcbooi of the 
EoBcrgancy rule and all who art 
oppoitd to ita repetition to 
wnkhaver party tSn might be¬ 
long,* Vijayawada: *TMay the par¬ 
ty laposad the Emergeocy in 
I97S and Imposed s ooe-psiiy die- 


1975 and Imposed s ooe-psiiy dic¬ 
tatorial rule over the country is 
again back in power. The confronta¬ 
tion be twee n tha ruling party and 
the people now takas pace under 
changae coadiuona. Thom include 
■ecaotuatioa of tbe contradiction 
batwaao ia pari a li wn and the Indi¬ 
an people; attack of Intanal divi¬ 
sive iorcesi intensified senfUct be- 
ewaan the ruling parry and tba 

S iMitlon bour|ao»Undlord par- 
; push and pull batwaan ths 
bourgaoiaia and landlorda; aaid ibt 
incraaaed atrength of left anity." 
And beaca no awre caUa for left 
unity. 

The centraat wUI appear even 
more stark if wo raciU dm CfU M>'i 
Madurai perry congroas held in 


1972. 11100 Mra Gandhi had net 
been *espoitd* through the 
Emargsney. 8tUl the cengra s a had 
Iwuad a call for a "broad front.* 
Tba Madurai raaolutlon aaid: "The 
axiataewa of ill damocritic portiof 
ia baina thraatfnad...Thia ealla for 
tba widest possible front of lU 
democratic parties, groups and In¬ 
dividuals to resist the march of 
one-party dictatorship." 

Way than is the CPI(M) so keen 
on hoMlfig the Assembly elections 
under its own supervision, and li 
even will^ m pay tha heavy price 
of lacrlfici^ opposition unity in 
raturn? Because they know that 
they can win avan 10 pm cent of die 
seats by aacuring only 52-SS par 
cent of tba votes polled, to, ease*' 
oncad in power, no force will ba 
able to dislodge them once Mrs 
Gandhi diiappaara from tba mana. 
Much like LanlD’a Imllaf in 'social- 
lam in one country/ tba parw ia 
trying to cooaolldata in Wait Ben¬ 
gal so aa to ansura its longtam 
survival in tha whale country. How 
tvon such far off units of the party 
as thoae in Maharashtra and Pun* 

K look to the Watt Bengal unit for 
h political and mitanal auppan. 
T)» CPHM) faara that if tha 4aat 
Ban^ Aiatmbly elKtibna are hold 
under Praaldant'a rule than tha 
Congraaedi may avan win with tha 
support and muscle power of tha 
rural haves. Urban intallactuals 
and these unfamillv with West. 
Bengal may not know it b« CFKM) 
laadm and their party cadra are 
guha aware that even with tha 
existing voters* list tha CongrasHU 
can acora a 1972-typa victory if they 
have proper admlnistratlva 
bacUng. 

The CongraaslI) in West Bengal 
today la a bouse divided and Its 
Iseders are more interested In 
fighting their own personal bottles 
rather than taking oo the CPKM). 
Bat io tbe rural areai there la a 
diffa. ant aituitlon. Rural Bengal Is 
deeply divided, and a section wanci 
(he CPlfM) dMeeted anyhow and 
would be wiiUni to bring to power 
Utarally anybody to adievt thii 
end. If thli section has tha govern' 
meat asachJnery behind it then it 
will repeat whai the Congress did 
In and around Calcutta during tha 
197^ elaetions. 

But tha question ia. will Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi give thls.aacrlon the opportun¬ 
ity M craatikig a "favourabls aitua- 
tiM*7 Or will blggar national and 
intarnatlonal consldtrationi 
prompt har to strike a deal with the 
CPI(M)7 
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SPEQAL REPORT 


A School For Brahmins 

77u 5 unj*(fU6 ^oo{ ID Pime JiAs QzUy * twioe-borzi''5tud6nt9---aiid ill pAilicniiait 
Chi tpAVAD brahinine. £lach boy or girl has an IQ of over 140, and is trained to be a 
Je^er of India, thatis Aidi^d Bharat, reports Ashdk OopaJ (90L) 


1 BW(lve>ytar«ld Bfaootbw KeJ* 
lyar it fto MHUiuiJ Hit 

IQ it orer 140, and h« hu 
afrMdy ScBikrii, 

; En^iin, HiBdiandhianochar 
ton|u«, Uafithl H« worked oa 
numerodfl pr^Jeeu in the neturtl id* 
encM and ii vened io the JUsMyw 
end the MeheMierere. Every eveni^ 
he ipendi two heuri pleyinf lavei in 
bli vhoel tyn On SuiMpye end heU* 
deyl he i^itf fectoriet. fcne, HMe« 
or ;neerby viMe^. Busy wlA .(he 
Khool routine from 10 em to 8 p»Wkd 
with extri'Ciirriculer ectlviclee on h^* 
deyi, IhoeihaD hit Urtle tioie to toe 
movlti, reed conics or pUy with 
hieedi «t home. Hit entire whood 
hei been proirenned by rhe if^iel 
Khool he's in: Jnene Pnbodhim. the 
*Scbool for InteDeciuel Reevekeninp * 
It’i en enomoui, fouMtoreyed 
buildini in Pune*i cr owded Bedeshiv 
Pith, lid looks in pent like e Hindu 
tenfde. Here Bhooeaen it pert of whet 
flsany believe U « uaiRut etperinent 
in epweetion. Apert frdm the curricu* 
lun of the Centre! hoard ol Secende/p 
Education, Bhooehdl muil conptdiiin* 
ly Uern the encient Hindu tcrwures> 
end take pert in individual eM froup 
leadership leths: exemplet—studyiAp 
the traffic on netioneJ hi^hweyt, tfte 
working of the local municipality, 
propegerlnt devotional tones in vfl* 
U|M. cleaning templet, and protect* 
tae before liquor dent. 

Now that he It in the eighth tten* 
derd, the school will arrange an up* 
aneyane (tacred thread) ceremony for 
him. Thus 'twice born.' be will be 
initiated into the life* of e 
farahmechtrye. He will be obliged to 
reed the Gayatri men ere, epen from 
erteoding weekly prayer leesions end 
meditation. After undergoing tbit 
programme of 'science and tpincuil* 
uy,' Bhooshan it expected to leave 
school as a morally committed servant 
of tociaiy. About 200 such selfleas 
leaders can solve our country's protK 
lemiv according to the school's direc* 
tOK^Pr V.V. (Appa) Pendse. 

*3^mii Pnb^Dini. or the 'Sclwtol for 

the fiifted,’ began in 1969 with private 
dooaikifu Ita Sunders, Dr Penose and 
Dr V.C. Tajftbankar. are former RSS 
membert and doctoraiii In pneh^o* 

R . Only boys and girls with an IQ over 
0 . end WM pass e battery of psycho* 
lofcel end pnyikel fiineta teats ai 
well at a group discuMion, art admit* 
tad. from efandard V. There are only 
about 40 studeots in each elate, and 
(frt ^otal enroiaant is Iom thap 300. 
^9 


The laaching methods are innova* or so the same lessons are reintro* 
live. EagUsh. for example, is intro* duced, but now in the Roman script, 
duead through the DevnagLri achpt as By then, using Devnagirl, he hat 
mo« of the students come from vor* already become familiar with the flow 
nscularachoob. For the first two years of the language, well before he ii 
students write English In Devpaglri. A introduceo to the niceties of its 
teacher expleim, “Since most of the greaiffier.'' 

students come from vernacular A IneBt Pnbodhinl studant tDioys 
schools, the Roman script poses a big the oest of facilltieSi from teacnen 
problem. A student, unable to follow who are firsKlass postgraduates or 
Ibe new script, toees iotcreat in the docioratei, to superbly equipped 
leAguage. But we keep the script aside laboratories, a library and resatrch 
for a time, end bold. the student's departmenii in Sanskrit literature, 
attention ^ stories and poems ihet Ayurvedic therapy, and psychology. 

«,ii* ••• A VMT fK« UM VAAW iha ark^v.) Ka« 


Sradeofs «r a sdrooJ workshop 












9 \m bMn* ^ tbt tbe only wiy lo develop 

ucivitiei Use conttruciing welli, ottt*t pntMalliy ii iliroMib rigomu 
twndf end roads in the atam SUv* trauuBf'in the Aryan culture, 
gang! and Gunjavana Rivar vaOeyi. A Appa Rendse declares. '’To us. Hin* 
separate Industrial divfsiaA. manned da aod India maao the sane thini.” 
owscly by Us as*studaats, has seven But critics point out that "Hindu* tmiu 
maior units producioi handpumm, me^ largely brmhams. For dta Jna 
capaCllQr^ gotar gas •pUnts. naeha- na fVabodbini is eiclusive is mott 
nlctl timers and ULmsUan* (brown) dreas ihM IQ levels. Ues al tbc 
sugar. Set up with the help ol Indus- students and teechen are higb<lass 
trialista like the Kirloshars, these suits Konhaaastba Chiipevaa brAalns; 
make the Kheol caaipletely self* aoo-Hindu students art virtually sm* 
suliiclant. Hence, the annual fee per heard of. Like its director, mon « du 
student is Ri 200 oolf, apart from the staff, ineludiag young aewcomers. art 
cost el. textbooks., vtpt^ dressed, " clean* cel^tes. $ei. 

1na Jnana Prabodhlnl has been is a d^ word. Masturbaiien is tau^t 
acclaimed as a uniqsia Inttirutioa go* to be evil, tad one itudmt who confts- 
gaged in ''raal," ‘'aan maklng" educt* sod to it was presoibed loiir globsales 
tion. According to Dr G.S. Mahajani, ofCamhariaualterawalsferlSdays 
former vice^hanccllor. of the universi- and a dose of Ustilago 3X "whenever 
tieiof Jaipur and Pune, the education* Ihc desire uarted troubling.” 
al pattern of the school repreeenu Propagating Hinduism it a prime 
"truth, non violence, conpaisiQO, pur* obfeAve. TV school plays a major 
iiy and selflessness.* pan in the anoual Canc^ itftivaJ and 

Kowtver. many ax-studants and the paikhi—a religious srocettion 
leading Puneitas who have studied the from C^u-Alandi, tne bif^laces of 
school closely have another story to the saints. Tukaram snd E^yaneih* 
tell The Jnana Prabodhini, they say, war. Study sesslom on tba Cifa end 
advocotes nothing more than a Hindu the l/panaAeds are held durum holi* 
revisionist programme According to days. The school organises raligiiw 

Srudenit ar rherr proiact work 


Or V. V. Pendre' ■letmd»f*direc<or 


discourses, and devises new prayers 
fof srudents to propuata, along with 
t^anic talas and bM/ans in ntkh* 
bouring villagei and mbal trear. Ru* 
ral development in the Shivganga and 
Cunjavant vallayi includas the con> 
•true two of a Hanuman temple. Stu* 
dents, stall, and workers aliite must 
participate in regular weekly prayers 
and mMitatloa. 

Non conformity to those norms is 
frowned upon, as la dissent. Rahul 
PurgaJiys, an ex-student, commeois: 
"The Jnsna Prabodhlnl wants only 
brilUam che/a a not free^thinkm.* 

Prawing» painting or wostam ^loao* 
phy do not figure In the ocherwiaa 
comprehaniiva curriculum. Clrls, 
though brought up in the same manner 
as have a separate department, 
and IntarmingJing of the sexes is a 
taboo. A senior teacher in the girts' 
school uid, "We are trying to develop 
the real spirit of Indian women. We do 
net behave in the i»<allad woman's 
Ub mvvaceent.* 

The students' indoctrinecion h rigid 
and complete, and moreover, ac 




I rid tiill 


Bhooshsn’s father, sayA "Undoubted¬ 
ly. they are propagating their own 
ideology. But there ii nothini buleally 
wrong with it. After all convent 
scfaoou da the same thing with money 
from the church.” 

However, if the past record Is any 
Indication Bhooshan will choose, his 
own way when he leaves school. Coi- 
iege, to most Jnana Prabodhlnl tiu* 
dMiA M a libaratiog experience and 
they soon fall Into the 'evtls' of fore¬ 
going rculir prayen, tnixing witb 
girls, andsmoking. A Jnana Prabodhi- 
ni worker admit a "Of every ten stu¬ 
dents who pass out, only two or three 
maintain links with the school, or fol¬ 
low its principles." Even these have 
mostly cMoen to retiirn to the Khool 
to toach rather ihsn play the cniseder 
lo society. Indeed, the Jnana Pra 
bodhini's dream of 200 ^mmltted 
leaders may never quite become a 
reality. Bhooshan Kelkar may not slick 
to his school's puritanical iddols for 
long. But he may naver remeip^ a 
boyhood with fun and pmas either. 
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CUknm /n 0 HUhiMmt pfrfor/nutg ^u/ a o r W pe«« PhPtO^rAphS by SOfidPPp 


The month^fong An/ha Kumbh frpm 9 January at the Prayag—confluenea of the Qanga, Jamuna a 
Saraswath^was special for two reasons. FM, the tuner ectipee fell on 9 January and second, mauni am^ai 
2S January^-^ooth within the Kumbh period. On the mauni amavaaya day one crore pitgrima Mk the 
f all such matu, but particulariy so at the Kumbh, the etemai India came alive, offering a feast of sight. 


U*t* hrwtf^ tnt pnili«d it rJw uhnm cf 0«grw b«b« wfroM dfrofMi ci*m iSit ht u 9fwr iS9 fftn oM 







Ifafi Mayirit mniim $fmr M m tm ti tht ■iiud uuviiytwh* WKfltM 

portflciQM. ttdi «S 7 U iMiifico Ml *4mk nnmmiy" » tfMc* hltutif fna $11 wor41y 
Mmp itiu B t bthtf wfi 9k» Mffhart rvdM Itm Mdhoa. 
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Kiwi Caire 
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If a shine U all you’re 
looldna for, any shoe n^ish 
will do. We're talking 
about what h^pens under* 
neath the shine-tbe 
caring that's necessary to 
I^event the leather from 
ageing, hardening or * 
cracking. 

lUihKlWl CM. 

Kiwi is made of rich 
waxes-natural ahd 
thetic—and dyes. As you 


Ml ^ 


brush your shoes with 
KIWI, y^U notice a 
* deep sfiine ’ coming 
thro^ becmisc it works 


more dun ^^ace deep. 
The waxes sink through 


thi^ comfortable inside 
the* shoes as well as work¬ 
ing up a shiiie outside. 

more> the'deep 
shine* we’re talking atout 
isn’t affected by water or. 
dust or a little routing 
up. A mintite's iiebt 
ing brings, back the shims. 
Youll soon* see what / 
KIWI care is sdl about». 

IV% life for the leat^bt 
and tor yo^r 





and nourish tbelestlm to 
pliant softness.^Making 


Shining life into your shoes. aglpr^uct 












Prt>vn being Md »t akhra ictmpk oitt of the eight m§)or akhret 



SvflfjM ^iMt 9/imn one tstin people took the holy Up ofi tuuni iiBavMya end where hro women died—ih« only ir>tgedy 
during (he Arm Ku«n6b—when (heir boei cepsiscd . 33 













“Renault has waited 
for 30 years 

for India to make 
up her mind’’ 


On a recent visit to France, Madhu Jain spoke to the people eager to sell India 
the latest technology for cars, trucks and telecommunications systems- 



u 


I Adit li Ukt t flcklt |irl 
who diocti with t dmt* 
rtnt Mrtntr tvtry nlfht- 
Ont dty Brldih. ont dty 
Frtncb. thtn Jtptnttt. 
Uit mutt chooM. nonf Ab 4 Mftlt 
down... Wt irt wiitin| for Indio u 
Dtko op her alnd. It hit hoto nttrly 
'V> yotrtM." Wo throo Indltn jpureir 
liti OB t bhukrtlx tour of *'hlp*toch'' 
FrtAfii woro tl lunch In Lyont. Tht 
•buUloBt rod<hookod hott m Foul 
' Borhtt, from tht Borliot tnidc fimily. 
(Borllot moriod with KtDiuIt t ftw 
yotn t|a.) Mr Borhot ki vlco chtlnnon 
of lUniult VohJculoi fAduitrloli ind 
Vico BTOiidoftt of tbo IUmiUi iroup. 
And Morucl wti on hJi rtpidly iTckini 
mind, loth for tbo puiowr cor ond 
tho Ufbt conBtrdd vohi^ (LCV). 

RomuU is not tht only ont. Quouod 
UP ot Indio's door, oro Fronch propoi' 
ftjs from tvionki ond iltonioit sourcos 
of onoriy to.tcIoconBunlcBtfons ond 
fortULsor jdonti. *luT." wo told Mr 
BorHoi, "Pronco boinf o Cotholic eoun* 
try, mornofs is o vory serious moRor; 
divorce bdn| lo dioicuii.** tn feet, 
most of tbo projocts, like the proposed 
Joint reoturot with Horuti Udyog Ltd 
ond tbo tolecomioanicstioos one with 
tbo miiusti 7 of commumcotiats, oro 
lonpterai. Bui ibt Froneb, unlti» loeto 
of tbo ether eeaipocicon (Indio hot 
bocemo o veritobU bortlofitid vriib 
bordoi of experts tumlnp up with their 
lUm briefcBiot ond M| plonsl oro 
wtlioi. is this *Borrii|t" to sonifer 
more then just tboir noaie. They will 
ffvo their technology u wolL Indio is 
now to^biUlni In whet bos bocome 
love n second sight. 

Rmiult tel bid e long wait. And li 
itUl wiitlog. But it needn't hove 
wiJted. Indie's truck Industn m^t 
hove hed e French ecceni rotter won 
the Germen eae It hos, U the deer 
J Jt.D. Tote tine knocked en during hli 
seercb for ceilobonteri had opmUd. 
Beys Mr Irtet: "I eekte your Tote 
why he nover tteught of working with 
the French. After ell. his mother woi 


rhe Jfeneu/t 9 * 
U 




PrfDcb. You kMw what ha told me? 
He laid (bat In \M at a trade fair in 
Europe, be went w the Renault pavi¬ 
lion and toM the parson In charte that 
he wanted to collabofite with them. 
Thai per s on told him. India la not 
pricrliy.* Aiu, to be went neit doer 
and knocked it Uarcades lent. And 
you know what happened)* 
pia (iteit Renault proposal datai 
from Uiruii Udvcjt's Dacionalisatleo. 
The first tiaup was lo be with the 4VC 
modal. This wm when Indiana] eour- 
tety Hollywood and Mauhca Chtva. 
liar, cbouihf of the Froi^ m liitle 
man with berati on thtir beads and 
yard Iona aticki of bread under tbelr 
ami; food and women more on tbair 
minds than mundane thlnts Uka cars 
and trucks 

Then Biain in 19Sd» the offer was 
renewed with a different model, la 
1H4, It waa for the Dolphin. And this 
went on: updated proposali wtih diffe¬ 
rent modeli until lait year, when the R 
IS deal wai almoit clinched end 
alcned. lut the political kaJoldoacopo 
or Indian affair^Sanjay Oandbri 
death, t. Weoliaekar'i realanation 
from the Uaruii committee and va- 
Houi chaniai in the upper ecbeloni of 
(he bu/eiecracy--eltered the Mantl- 
Reneult ceuree 

Hen,in late November last yeer 
came a auMtlonnalre from the Indien 
aovemmtnt regvdlni the naw Ra- 
nault 9, which at preHnt la leUini 
very well in France and haa mede it 
into the American market ai welt. You 
havo to wait for seven months to pet 
one of iheM SlJXIO-franc multipurpoee 
slick family can in Prance. The secret 
of ill uneipeeted luccoie: it weiihA 
depend Ias upon the model, from 905 
to M kifea-dO kilos lieii claim tha 
Renault men. than compettu medeli. 
The R 9 also flvaa 24 km per litre, haa 
completely electronic UnltMn. and a 
transverse engine with e pear bos ai 
one end. 

Rut chme is a new anafi Whether 
India wants tha car first uM tha LCV 
latar; or tha other way round. Slmllat- 
ly, there la alee a profnaal given to the 
mloiitry of defnse for army trucks. 
Renault sent two trucks for trial, ooa 
to tha south and 000 to Rajasthan. 
They are for both artUlery and other 
military purposes lo be used with 
csfloflf sod tanks. One truck, the *iix 
by six’, weighs nine tonnes, and the 
other ii the Tour by four’ The French 
r has brought the TAM lOOa 
jtaover, tho cemponeou for tho 
three-ttn LCV prep^ for Uerutl 
(40,000 to be predwad luually) and 
tha allluiy vehicle ire the lamo. 
Minor compoaaan of the LCV and 
componenta like the rear uM and jeer 
boa could be maDufienirod la »dla 
frosn the outsat. Tbo iMl ibooti tor 
dM of the cor and of the LCV 
could be made la the aiM Place, 
according to Mr Mlisaink. techaical 
director ef ReeauJt Vehkulei. who 
took us around the naaalve factory. In 
three yean, production would be 10 
per cast indigtneua 
Renault hea else submitted a propoa 
al for sending 2>)0 tourisi busM for 


A81AD. One model hes 100 seam, the 
oHwr has 190 and both are bi4odt: 
geared rc work on both eUctridry and 
on petrol or dieeel. The score thus far 
the Karuti tvaluadoo commlttet kai 
visited Prance three times, the Re- 
neuit men heve coma to India four 
times. The French are pertlcalarly 
kemi to onter India because of the mt 
market potentUl end the aimort poml- 
bilitiei 10 West Asia lad Afnc^ 
although they are more keen to esport 
(he "mm le l^ii* R19 pidraps and 
not the R 9. ?rkea have noi been 
worked out completely. But the 
French fed that the priM eeoilder* 
log the cheaper lebovr In ladle and 
not-so-eclH vmfare icheems, wiD be 
much leas. 

If and when the green sigaal la 
given, It will take only six months for 
the lira LCV 10 teU out of Meruti Ud 
la Haryana, laltlally BMli ogulpmaai 
and later more aopuidcmod prMucti 
could be menulociured le Indie. Ths 
French stress ^ fact that a altt aaar 
the capital Is easeotiaL "la Algerie, 


the Renauh factory le in AlgleN... the 
factory should he BAdor the epa of 
mittism, sad bureaucm,* says Mr 
Barllet. 

If thsMjact comes shrougb ladlan 
toromon could tbeo be sent to Fraaco. 
to Lyoai. 9,000 people art trained 
aadt year for pest eale care, etc. The 
loag wait coodaues because, Mr ler- 
llet again: "Feoole want to go to India. 
You heve a fitoMus marker. We ire in 
Chlaa toe.” (Beriiet blmMlf sold 
12,000 trucks and four licences to 
manufacture trucks In Chins IS years 
age end trucks to Fidel Castro, his 
good fttoad). "But. you arrmuch more 
mil, eeerymlng is free. I tried to 
convince maay people in this company 
that India was right for ua Your price 
is good, you hive good workers, tech- 
aieal maaam eaglDoan. But why 
deal we gee throup? I write In En- 
gUab aoi^ Fronoi. You need new 
touritt buses. You use the frames of 
mick for btfos... Hot coatortabl# fw 
touriata..." 

If tha two-party igrooment den not 
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Since liqht needs to be hornessed, 
Bqjqj offers a comprehensive range 
fo suit ev^ need. 
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work, ftcMolt it wiltinf to idd t third: 
Alwit. *‘lndU CMiU tend 
teok to Algerie end AJAerit could send 
tnicki here. The prictt would be cotn* 
Mtltivt then... You need tb |e with the 
Europetat. bectute your pm it boc 
competitive... japen het e much ttron- 
ger potUion In south Eeat'Aiie. So I 
tay, let'i go loiether to Japan... We 
can try the American mamt at well. 
You caa let to the Middle East market 
and to tfrtca not trom the wett but 
from the eatt HiereforOi lodia it a 
normal, necetiarv partner Europe 
can't be Hi Ae Middle East and Africa 
without either China or Indie." 

T he Preach do not want to be known 
in India only at the Mirada mea. 
There era other thinet up their hiih* 
.it it 


tech ileevei. Whether 


the articu* 


(ate aad lomidable f^ign Aieitter. 
Mr Claude Cheyieon. or the French 
ambaiiador in Delhi, eapreitloei 
chenae altogether when (hey talk eb* 
out rrance't tclacommuniceiioai 
propoul to India. "It if alraoat ai if he 
were talking about a vroman," taid a 
French )oui^llst, deaeriblAg how the 
foreign minitter went on ibout the 
proposed CIT Alcatel lelecoeununica- 
tionf project (or India. 

Taikf are now on (at they are with 
other comMoiei). Tbit giant company 
it part of Coeipagne Genarale Electric. 
Indie hat aikcd for wurid tender* in 
March for a giant project which envit' 
aget a million linet in two years initial* 
ly. fn the pkiure are the ^tish. the 
^edes with Erikson. Western Electric 
from the newly'tpm AT dc T. the 
Cermant and anothm French coeipeti* 
tot. Thornton* CSF TelephoiM wnlch 
has already made a few inroads into 
telecomAunicetiont in ladia. They re* 
candy sold 16 PIBX celephone systems 
to be installed in hotels for A^D 
The key word is digital And CIT 
Alcatel, with 2.4 million lines in 17 
countries—the latest being in Algeria 
and Irelan^^it the pioneer In the 
field. This Firm went d^ital (digital 
time switchlnt that is) in 1670, 
although the digitalisation method 
was discovered by a mathematician 30 
years ago. What can CfT Alcatel pro* 
vide? We asked its public relations 
bead, Mr de Bruii^in their Paris head* 

I uartert. "Our proposal includes the 
silvery ef the anes. traisfer of tech* 
nology. aasistence to create a national 
industry and joint ventures for ex* 
port... We could start production in 12 
10 16 months." When uked about 
competitive prices, he Mid that 
although the Japanese had the repute* 
tion of providing chea^r commimica* 
tiohs systems, their contncts hid 
strict clauacf: "They make up in the 
end; whereat, we faeve H all in one ge 

in the coptncc.” 

How far have they gone in the talks? 
Talks began on an explorai^ basis 
two years ego, The Freoch PTT talked 
about eetiing up trial euhangei with 
m in Bangalore. And the talks con* 
tinued duiioa Mrs Gandhi's visit to 
Prantf. The French fovemaeni asked 
QT Alcitei to be the iaduiiHai part* 
ner for cooperatloo wiA India. 
Digiul time fsrkehing reaVy* began 


Renaulfs most modern plant 


i 



A robot wbkh Keeacift we* . , 

R enault's most amdem. plant 
with (he maximum aawunt of 
automation and robotitatron at 
Douai. in the north of France, it 
now aimott exclusively being used 
to menufacturt ihe oewR 9. m fact, 
the demand for this nrticufar mod 
el it so greai that Douai has now 
been closed (O risilors; the famory 
is being reorganised to meet Ihe 

when techisologitrt were able to put 
(be voice into ihe language of comm* 
ten. Transmission became easier. The 
tremendous sdveniage of digital- 
switching over the usual analogue, or 
crossbar one is that you can have 30 
communications on one cable. Moreov* 
er, (here is less copper, fewer repea* 
ters, and hardly aoy wear and tear 
because thu sys te m is all electronic 
and uses integrated circuits. 

In fact, pnu$ will probably da* 
oreasa, as they have elsewhere in the 


The Reoauh mWrran* (rw'lt 



demand and to prevent rivals from 
finding out the changes being made 
in the model. Douai has 12S robots. 
The fipire varies according to the 
defininon of a robot.* It would be 
650 robots if one went by the 
lapaoese definition, according to 
Mr Dedeurwaerder. the manager at 
Duuai. 

CoApuier*iided plant managa* 
ment. alopg with robots and in* 
craaiiid euiomatkon, was part of the 
Aodera'isation in operation 
undtnaken for the R 9. Six degree 
of*frMdom*robois. each with Its 
own microcomputer, but controlled 
overall by the central production 
cnnputer, permit flexibility in (he 
operation of the line. The robots 
are manufactured by a Renault sub¬ 
sidiary, ACMA, Cribier. 

Renault spent 2 billion fraiKS for 
research on this model which it 
hopes will make a big dent in the 
American market. Tl^re are spe* 
cial anfj pollution devices. Renault 
alraidy sentls the medium range 
Mack ttucki to the USA. 


electronics field, eccordini toMr Bloc* 
dauda. One of die reseircnen at CIT 
AJcatdl. "They have gone down two* 
fold every five years for the last 16. 
This system uses less space and in 
Praace the E 10 and E 12 (the former 
is electronk digiial time switchings 
the other is bigger and uses o6ti num¬ 
bers) cao be used slungside the other 
system' 

It works along the following princt* 
pie: "We take the samples of siJptiJi at 
regular Intervals—600 samples in one 
second for instance. Thus we send 
measures of the signal and not the 
signal itself. There are 32 time slots 
available during 125 m second and we 
can group Jt telephone lines by 
scennirm very fast on electronic de* 
vices." The other obvious adYOntage t>f 
this system is that repMten as In, the 
analogue system are hot needed. In 
the xRalogue system, the signal has to 
be regenerated. The input is never the 
same tsxhe output. But .the digital 
system whicl. is "square"'rebuilai it* 
self. "It IS either there or nqt there." 
adds Mr Bloc daude. The next pert ts 
the switching itself. The pulse code 
modulation (PCM) carries 30 simul* 
taoeuus conversations/ Theag are 
transmitted through a computer, 
which can store then in memory. 

The digital tyvtom cao alto be put on 
a microwave. This is more sensitive to 
the envirotiment and the weather; but 
it is useful when mouniairts and other 
obstacles come in the way of the 
cables. The future scenario (you have 
to move last when the Japanese are 
looking over your shoulder as In 
France) is to provide the subscriber 
with lelephonei and personal compu* 
lers. "Jhe future is digital," says Mi 
Bkx-daude. * 


NEWS : NATfONAI 


WEST BENGAL 

Shakdher snubs the 
Congress(l) 

So will the elections follow? 


MUt Who’s ofrtM ol Ur SbAO- 
Ul SbokdtaVi ibt ehiU otoctioA com- 
mtMlonor of Indli? Appormtly bq om. 

hli docUloB to publUb cho rourlood 
•loctorol roUi U Wosi foofol Iw 1 
Mircb Kai titotiy put i ipooAor Cuo 
iht vtrioui pliBi to doUy Awoably 
polls in rhit mto. 

Tht ucUuro Kishalri puftdit, who 
hu rtsoB Utmllr fron dm ruiks to 
hold OM of tho higbots statutonr Jobo 
Ia tht couAtiT, hM ptfhopi for tht 
fini ifid lost tint muo It clttr thot ht 

S ADOt bt puihtd onp furthor 1 & tht 
w roBiolniBi Bionths of his toourt. 
Ur Shikdhtr Is sthtdultd to rttlrt 
ihli JUBi. 

By nuhlnf tht staMiMQt thot thtrt 
woi *'no truth in iht Coofroisfl) 
olltiitloas tbout boguo motors' lift.* 
ho hot tohtn owfy iht bonooi off (ht 
conpthintt lodtod by tht octtt Con* 
trMKi) Itodtro Ukt Mr Aoutinmtpoi 
Mukhtf)M, Ur AJli PbaJo tad Aort> 
At tht lono tinti it hu now boon Itft 
totiroly to Mn Cisdhl wbtthtr or mi 
sht will |e for B dost of Froildtni*i 
Rult In Wttt longal. Ai thJiu sMod. 
on Idto li ulnl^ iround wi tht 
Congrttsd) u not roody for olotdoM 
in thtt Stott, indttd (hot It hu tlroody 
girtn up tht fight. But PoUtteol obttr> 
vtn boro molnttln (hot tho only 
oittmotlvt loft to dM Con|Ttst(K) U to 
go for B mini ptntrai oloptioo la olght 


or aJflt statto. In aott of whkh olu* 
tloat ort dot. Is that eao^ oloetoral 
drubbisg ft cai yd by tht Coarooif]) 
hi ttuu Uht Wttt B«^ TrSm or 
Koralo, eottid bo ca^ato^baloac^d if 
victoritt ka Aadhra BroM or 
Karaotaha. ittt tU dUo ohouU but bo 
Itft to tht hmifo u poUtlca] poooiBfll- 
tfu should bo oquoiod with cryttol* 
gulag. 

Tht Qutttloo that isunodiatoly com- 
«to Bkind It orbot Dfouptod Mr 8 hok* 
dhor to tako g fn boo on Wtst 
Boaiol tltctloas whoa ht go?t up u 
tosiTy 00 tho iosut of b^loetioas In 
Corlnrol. Tho Corhwal out fall roeaai 
with tbO'roolgBtdoA of Mr Htmontl 
Noadoa Bihugusi way bock la May 
IMO. Thtrtmr, bo igrud to pott* 
poll# tbo PoDo twlco. sotmisgly ot tho 
bohost of tht Vttgr Prodoan goum* 
mut. Tbo Ion tlAo. la Novaubor 
IMl, (ht rtata govanisMnt bad put up 
(ht ptai thot dsty won not la o 
potlticn to moke odtquoto poUct 
omngoutais. That, parhapa. wu tht 
loot sotw u tha caatl's back, u tbo 
udrt oppoaldoa raload o huUtbalu 
whkh proud (u such of as aabar* 
rOMoaat for Mr Shakdhor. Not only 
that, tht thoB Uw mlslottr. Mr F. ShJv 
Bhonhar raliod quoKkos about tbt 
chkf oloctka eoaBlMionor'i dioero* 
Ooa La tha atattor, ond vagutly Uatod 


(bat U17 BOOB ^ MoBdon conMos 
would M fioffinliod aod m otnglo 
puaen woold bo uaud wkh w 
authority to tako docktoat os ouch 0 
•orlou iioat u tha alacriono. 

That Mr —****">Ht had aot wprod* 
Btod tha law attakttr'i rawm wu 
opparom fron tha with which ht 
roMud w rr w ondtnti oAn bt wu 
told that Mr Bu? Bhaaku had boas 
raaoud fma (ha law ■dslitry. So far 
u tho quasdoQ of Wut Boogal'i olac- 
coral rrils wu coourMdt Mr $h»k- 
dhar did Doi go for a diroct coofronta* 
tloB with iko Cesaroaofi). Doulto (ho 
anitudo 01 mm Cohgroo 
laodars frea Wttt Bta^ ht 
dlraetid Us ruff to roctlu thMcom* 
^ainta,aDd oast hia taaaof offleon to 
choKatoro8tokoaBOA*tho<ipQt ehack. 
But it tha SOM tiau. ho nado it 
koowB to tha prou that no wu ushap* 
t about tho anitudo of oemo of tna 
OK Bottgol CoDgroosf!) loodoro who 
wort trying 10 f Isd 0 leapatMC la hln 
to eovor up thtlr owe moAicioncy In 
* ling (ha ceupUiso is dma. 

to Bis proio Bosfortnco» Mr Shok* 
dhar susuoarlly dloaiuad tha objw* 
tioni fUtd by tho Mato Cosgrtoid) if 
. flfuns; fivt lakh or 10 objoc* 
tku out M a total roll ol a llrcla ovor 


wo 

to 

filing t 
lOl 
dhar It 
tioni fL 
ouotlni 
tlou OUl 

t9 mlliloA votari. Tbo ptreantage Is 
small. As things itoBd, it can ba said 
with ctrtainn that ha hu Inltiatad tha 

C rocoM by which alactions con ba hald 
I Wan BtttgpL latut by tho mldiUo of 
April 1N2. Tho ehitf okcclon eommls* 
sloMT his also modo it clou chat tha 
scat# Ceromor hu only 0 formal rolo 
to pin In tbo alactions os ho has to 
sign tho notico colling for tht aloe* 
tiona 

80 , It Is now olnof t sura thot borrlog 
0 moior colanity batvrotn now and I 
March. West Bongo] will id for tho 
polls, perhaps with • few othar itotu. 
But by tht Uw tht ntic round ^ 
tloctloni art dut, Indio might hovo 0 
diffortnt sort of nochlnofy to hiti- 
tloctloni. 

Tonn Ganguly 










"There is no reaeon why Bengal electionf^^ 
should not be held in Aprir 


New Delhi: Alter til the furore over 
(he boUItu of Ateembijr electiont^ the 
chief elecMi coaauiftioMoMr S. 1. 
Shikdhcr, dccUrH M 9 rebmery 
(bat Ireeb elecooes to the Wett hen* 
Ml Ateembly would be hdd eonetuae 
between April end 24 June 
l9l2.Tanii Gea^y net bin tot an 
eedinive ieterrl^. Excerpti: 

G; Mr Shokdbtr. yev here iere(y 
come in for cnrkiiJD from officjeJ 
gwneru lo fta, the mtwhilo low 
miniHor, Mr Sh/v l^akor hmtrd 
eome timo ja Porlitment that rhe 
centre wee fhinkmg in forms of e 
Auitj>Aiem6er eJeciroA conuijera. 
Whit do yog here ro toy m thir 
roiord? 

A; TbU is nothini new. Mr Jeyim* 
ktih NariytA rtited the dentnd for e 
multi-member commisuon u eirir te 
1974. Mr Neriytn hed obiervea it 
that time that the chief election com- 
mlsiioner li ucuaUy e government 
nomieee and so be cannot be inpa^* 
tial and take independent deciiione. 
The opposition part let alao made 
aimilar points earlier, hut aa fer aa 1 
rememMr, the gwemment had re* 
aiated auch a demand. 

It appears to me from what Mr Shiv 
Shankar said tbit the government haa 
revised its upinum oiu tbe Issue. Since 
Mr Shiv Sbinkir represents the gor* 
crnment, it meens the guvernment 
has come over to the oppoeition view¬ 
point. 

Q: No, I ashed wKi ffiryour opinion. 
How do yog see the pimbi/ity of such 
chenges in the ttruot art of the eler- 
non commission bor/i from politkol 
and admtmiiratjve en^s7 

A. As far as I know, there ii Caati- 
tgiiotial sanction for la multi-meober 
election cotnmiiaion. Tbe freown of 
the ConiritOiion had given enough 
coosideration to ii. But the question 
is; why hu tbe gowniment not opted 
for e multHMBber commission lo 
long? I thiak politiciUy it may be 
eccepteble. bill administrative end 
other aspects cannot be ignored. 

In e mulu-oenber c:omDUS8ion, un¬ 
less the opposition hu its nominees in 
(he comaiisiion, how (’an it be impar¬ 
tial? (The idee) does not appear vetv 
con vincing lo me. It ha s nowhere bwn 
prored that cbe eoubined braiopo#cr 
of three or auwe peraona is more thtt 
that of a single perscm. 

0; Ifould you care to elabervre? 

A: You can look sit it cbU way. 
Adminisrratively, a nalti-aesibm 
coaumisioo will be a disaster. Slo^ 
the cotnnuaioo's aurhcwitv is admiais* 
trmdve as well as iudleiel and ^uasi* 
Judicial, one man can lake dectsioae 
in aeconda. 1 will give y ou an example. 
The v«]7 day 1 beoaate tbe caiaf 
election coamissioner. 1 got e fnotk 
telephone call from c tAunting centre 
In wjab that i SO,(NXhstrong nob 
bad attacked the centre. Ballot papers 
were tern, the returning officer was 
menbandled. And believe ee, some 
officlelt had taken sheliar under 


tables and chairs. They wanted my 
decision. 1 tcdd ibeai. fin^ out a bett 
deer. Get out (brougb that door and 
proceed to Chendig^ If the margin 
of (he winnina candidau it large* 
declare him Mted. It wu done, 
there wu no ceotroversy. Could • 
tbree-member comausston do it? Pre- 
cioiii rime would have been loot in 
locating members of a multi-member 
commission, end then they would 
have been bogged down in meetings. 

1. however, admit that for )udicial 
matievs a nuJii-member commission 
is alright. But not for adminmraiive 
business. Look what hei happened to 



Shakdber.’ polls should ^ 
be hold in Bongol 

the minorities commissioii. I think the 
disadvantages of a multi-member 
coaaussioQ outweighs its advaotagu. 

Q: fur donY you chiiik cAe com/ 
efmioo commissiooer wields eoor- 
non power? 

A: What about poticemen or tax- 
manf DenY they wwld efiormous pow¬ 
er? Why pick oo dm electkNi coamis- 
non? Is it not true disi every ounister 
haj eoormoua powe r s? 

Q; Jur doaY you lAuJr thot eoor- 
mmmpowers can lead ro its onorwous 
abnaer 

A; 1 do ftM agree. Everybody Is 
witching the cMcf elecfim coaunis* 
aioaar. The press, the paopla* the 
legislatures and Parliaaem. Whore is 
the scope df abuse of power^ Moreov- 
Of, you should remeabor, how cu tbe 
comguasion ghw a dedcloA which is 


not acceptable io (he majoriry of the 
peofde? For the pen il2 years, tbe 
present si ructure of the commission is 
doing well Of course.! adaiil may be 
two or three decinoos have not been 
to tbe bknig of everybody. 

Q: Should we shUt from the oenerti 
to the spocide? It is said rnar you 
buckfed under eovornment pressure 
in the case of tne CtrhwaJ eJerrtiuts. 
Otherwise how can you explain shot 
Ctrhwel is going unrepresented in 
the Lok Sebho since Mey 1990. since 
Mr hahuguna ttugn&dy 
A: I do not think I buckled under 
edffliniM relive pressure. If I had not 
given the reason i for T>ot holdiim the 
elcriimi there, something eould be 
said. ( have given the reeions. 

0. dot then why the deley? 

A: Please remember, I have no 
mechinery to verify all the meaiurei 
taken by a Mate aovtmmeni in case of 
electmns. If I >uve done anything 
wrung ta the cau of Garhwal. lei 
ihem raise ii in (be Assembly or 
Porliament. I reiterate thai the elac* 
tion commission is open to scrutiny, 
and my decision is appealable to tKt 
Supreme Court. I will remind you lA 
thit coimection that elecfioni wera 
held m Carh’.ral In June 1981. Then X 
look a very unusual step. 1 cancelled 
the elections. In one case there was 
excess of policemen, and m another 
less of them... 1 am primari^ in* 
leresied in free and fair elections. I 
believe in open government. 

Q' Now. I will ask you stmchfag 
ohoui elections m West Beagel Wes 
there say puiitKei pressure on you to 
p. '‘'pone the elections rfiere.* 

A I tell you there wii open press¬ 
ure, but no silent pressure. 

Q- Whet does that mean? 

A; No political string-pulling vras 
there. Those who wantra the entird 
election process to be delayed openly 
met me, submitted memoranda and 
placed their point of view. This I call 
open pressure. As far as West Ben¬ 
gali electoral roUs are concerned no 
complaints submitted after 1€ Janu- 

S wUl be entertained. Igavechem 
* Congresa-ll one full year, and 
they did nothing. I am the first man to 
order revision of electoral rolls in (hat 
state in IJ years. 

Q: Vov have announced (hat the 
revised rolls would be out by I March. 
That maaiis you will see Wear Ben- 
nl’s Aisemoiy poUs eoapleted be¬ 
fore your term espires in June? 

A: I always stka to my dedsions. 
There is no reason why elections 
should ROC be held in West Bengal in 
April. (TTia polls «^) d^initcTy be 
over bdore my Jem is up. 

S ; Does thar prevent President Y 
a iff West Bengel? 

A: Well, there can be President's 
Rule, say. if somebody does noi like 
your face. How do 1 know? 

Q. Whar do you propose to do efter 
your retirement? 

A: IinY it too early (o say that? 


BAGHPAT 


Telephones dead for two 
years in Charan Singh's 



constituency 


Bighpil: The telephone excb^njic in 
Bajhpei, the hometown gf the ex- 
Prjffle Miriiiter. Mr Chaxan Singh, hai 
been dead for two years. During the 
period no genuine efforts have been 
made by the telephone department in 
repair the exchange Fur over a year, 
no offrciil has found time to visit the 
inactive exchange. The job was left to 
the charge ol a solitary linesman, 
whose job is to repair telepbune in 
sirument.'i connected to an exchenge 
that does not work. 

Only a few metres away front the 
exchange, which is located in a back- 
lane gf Agarwal Mandi ifive 
kilometres from Baghpet town), 
broken wires enmesh cKe derelict 
poles that no longer sarve any pur¬ 
pose. A large number of former sul^ 
icribcrs have had their phones discon¬ 
nected. There are only twelve offices 
which continue to jwy (he annual rent 
for lelephonesjhat do not work. These 
twelve faithful subscribers include 
two police posts, two post offices, a UP 
government hydel sub station, a bus- 
stand and three branches of national¬ 
ised hanks. So much for the planned 
development and expansion of the 
cunmunications ministry's program¬ 
mes, for which telephone tariffs were 
raised on 2 February IS92. At Ba^pat, 
nearly 34 subscribers have had their 
phones disconnected. These include 
the tehif/dar and the state-run veierin- 
ary hospital. 

The area's telephony officials de 
cided to visit the <le id exchange only 
on 4 February 1992. They came be¬ 
cause they had been ordered by the 
ministry at New Delhi. The union 
cummunicaiions minmrv woke upon 3 
February by a brief news report from 
Meerut that the Baghpat whsil ex¬ 
change had not been wurkiiig for (wo 
years and residents had to run to 
Delhi, Meerut or Baraut to make 
trunk-calls. 

The union minister for cummunica- 
tions, Mr C. M. Stephen, went through 
(he motions of the iihvinusly required 
react bn. A meeting of the telephone 
board was immediately called. Mr 
Stephen is undersKKid to have advised 
his deputy ministers, Mr Yogendra 
Makwana and Mr Viiay Naval Peiil, 
that one of them should gu lo Beghpat 
immediately. Communications were 
sent out CO Muuffarnagar that a depu¬ 
ty minister would come on 4 February. 
But that was the end of the ministrv's 
zeal to do something about the 
dead exchanu. Only a junior official 
from New Delhi reached the exchange 
at Agarwal Mandi on 4 February. At 
New Delhi, inqdiitiive journalistt 
40 
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77^ dead (e/ephone exchange et 
Agarwa/ Wandr 

were told (hat the isews report must 
have been a misprint-^he telephone 
exchange had been out order only 
for twu days and not twg yeara. an 
offinal told bt niiav on 3 February. He 
added. '*1 have talked to the general 
maneger, IfP circle, myself. The ex¬ 
change has not bwn uui of order for 
two years.'* 

This claim i» absolutely untrue, as 
we learnt on going to Ba^pat <m 4 
February. The last linglv ot life in the 
auiofhaiic exchange ai Agarwal Man- 


Brnlirn leicphont Unts m BagApar. The 
pole is on/v 9 few metre* away from lAe 
extfrange * 



di, say local residents, wax *for oae dr 
two days only, after the Sabha 
elKrions in 1960. Since (hen our 
phones simply do noc ring." Nor has 
the telephone dcpartffleat really 
bothered to set things right. OfficiaJa 
have seldom found time to come down 
and rake a look at the excbanu. The 
last visit before 4 February &y any¬ 
body from headquarters was over a 
year ago, even though the exchania'a 
otachinery his not whirred with life 
for the last eight inonths, The tele¬ 
phone wires that once used to criss¬ 
cross over the Mandi and the rich 
ferailends, now dangle like amputated 
skeletons and any number of wires end 
on a nowhere pole above the mustard 
fields. A large number of the business¬ 
men at Bagnpai aifd Agarwal Mandi 
have had tneir phones disconnected. 
The roof over (he exchange drips when 
it rains and the machinery and the 
power plant hive to be protected by 
plastic sheets. 

This particular telephone exchange 
hat been in bed shape for the last four 
years and more. It had broken down 
completely once earber but had been 
repaired, till ii went out at the end of 
19/9; • date that coincidea with the 
exit of the local MP, Mr Charan Singh, 
from Prime Ministership. Some local 
residents cold Scndav inet the prob¬ 
lem first itarted "four-five years ago 
when there wui a fire at the ex¬ 
change.” But. strangely, the telephone 
officials from (he Musaffanagar divi¬ 
sion, who are in charge of the Agarwal 
Mandi telephone exchange, denied 
(hat there had even been a fire in the 
exchange. 

It is the lack of electric Mwer, that 
is tu blMoe f<jr the dead exchange, 
argue local telephone officials. They 
informed Sunday that they had writ¬ 
ten to the Baghpac hydel sub-station tu 
ensure minimum supply of electricity 
for the exchange or, altemately. set up 
9 direct feeder for it. Their explana¬ 
tion for the detid exchange is thet they 
do not get the electricity required to 
recharge the 24 battery cells that feed' 
the requisite SO volts into the ex¬ 
change's pQW(*r plant. Their claim is 
that a minimium of eight hours of 
electricity Is required tp recharge the 
24 betteiy cells. But sometimes they 
get as littic as an hour's electricity in a 
day. They al :(0 complain about low 
voltage. 

According to engineers at the Bagh 

n i hydel sul^siation, a laioimum of 
ir hoars of power is fed every day by 
the sub-static»o to Baghptt and Agar¬ 
wal Mandi. 'Hie engineers said that 
low voltage at Aurwal Mandi could be 
only because of misuse of pov^r by 
local latbe-^Faciories and millers. 
Asked why sufficient power was not 
being suppUesd lo the telephone ex¬ 
change, tney cbose to hide behind a 
stiff,^No coiriment—because we don't 
know about the exchange." 

The solution now being held out for 
the inective telephone exchengi is to 
shift it to new premises adjacent to the 
Baghpat co-operative sugar mill. The 
sugar mill, the biggest conunercitl 






nit in tbn bki and a lubaaibcr to 
tatefThonc iiocs, has undertaken to 
Mpply power to the telephone ei- 
dien^e after it cnoves to the new 
premises beio^ constructed outside 
the miU’s gate. The sugar mill, whose 
administrator is the district magistrate 
at Meerut, runs a 1300 KWA steam 
turbine during the crushing season. In 
the off'Season it supplements the 
hydel $ub>statton's sumy with its own 
generators. It should nave no problem 
m giving enough power to the tele* 
phone eichange when the latter is 
shifted to the. new premises in two or 
three months* lime. 


Telephones in the B^pat consti¬ 
tuency should Stan tingling again 
then. But one question remains: if Tack 
ol electric power is the only reason 
why the Ba^pai exchange has been 
dead for two years, why did the tele* 
ph^ie depariment not think of shift- 
mg the eachange to the sugar mill's 
neighbouj hood earlier? I*ernaps> be¬ 
cause the sugar null needs a working 
telephone eschange. iu contact its 
commission agents and suppliers of 
raw materials, as much as the ex¬ 
change needs a regular supply of elec¬ 
tricity! 

Anil Saeri 


COMMUNISTS 

Moscow looks beyond 
Mrs Gandhi 


New Delhi: Is ibe Soviet Union now 
IwgmninK to ii<» merely disagree bui 
aho dKplay its displeasure with the 
CongresiUrs dotnvittk policies? Kor* 
maljy. ihis would have been an 
irrelevant quvMion, hut considering 
the iJSSR's open supixirc tii Mrs Indira 
Candhr> dome»iii |>olicies durmg the 
yenrs l')7r)*l«t77, the very fact that the 
only leftWl trdde union leader who 
oppoH^d ihe aJl-India gencraJ strike of 
Januaiy ha^ Iwen refuivd even a 
transit visa by Moslow assumes im* 
poiiuijce. Mr Sripat Amrii Dange (hi), 
the oldrvt surviving member of the 
Cnminicrn and the oldest member of 
(he presidium of the World federation 
of Trade Unions (WhTU), the Moscow- 
dominutcd international labour outfit, 
has heen refused a transit vita to the 
l/SgK. a country which is considered 
by many communists the world over as 
the “natural home." Considering the 
fact that the communists are interna¬ 
tionalists, uny cnmmuiust party mem¬ 
ber (ut leai»t of the anti-Peking variety) 
in any part ol the world normally 
should easily get a Soviet visa, lias 
Mu<cow now started considering Mr 
Dange a renegade? The status in the 
intornaiional communist movement of 
Mr Dangers, and his daughter. Mrs 
Rosa Deshpande's All-India Commun¬ 
ist Party (AlCPj. the breakaway CPI 
group which owes staunch allegiance 
to Mrs Indira Gandhi will now bMume 
ambiguous, and this may even stop any 
further euidus from the CPI to AlCP 
(in any case the exodus has been 
majginal so far). 

The Havana meeiing of ihe Wh'TU is 
being attended by representatives of 
the AJI-lodia Trade Union Congreve 
(AITUCJ, (he Centre uf Indian Trade 
Unions iCITU) and the Kind Meadoor 
Rabha (HMS^the organisationv con¬ 
trolled by the CPI. the CPU M) end the 
socialists, respectively AlTUC is a 
traditional memk^r of the WFTU. The 
inclusion of CITU and HHb in (he 
Indian delegation ii considered signifi¬ 
cant! gnd aU these three trade union 


centres are carrying ideniicul reports 
un (he labour movement in India und 
thv result sand repercussions of the 19 
January strike. Mr Dange. hod he gone 
to Havana, would have vai on ihe 
presidium and differed with the (<u 
muUtinns of AlTUC. CITU and HMS 
Moreover, his daughter. Mix Oe 
shpande. wax supposed to ai company 
Mr Dange as hiv attvndani Mrx Rosa 
Dexhpande's prexence in Havana ln<» 
would have been emhan axMiig for the 
CPI and CPliMi. as well as fur thv 
socialists, who du not agree wnh her 
pro-Mrs Gandhi stance So, Movenw 
refused a transit visa to Mr Dange and 
he aruj hts daughter missed ihv char¬ 
tered Aerofkrt flight from Moscow 
whkb took off wdh all the delegates 
from Asia and the USSR for Havana 
In the communist system, small k«^ 
tures at limes speak volume^. One can 
recall China's ping pong diplomacy, or 
Mail's famous half-xoules. "Ihe Rox- 
sians also are pasimaxiers at thvgamv 
When the Congre.wli floated ihe 


Dange: snubbed bv MvKtm 



“Friends nf Soviet Union" to optHwe 
thv Cri-dominated indte^vier Cultu¬ 
ral Society (ISCUS) on 27 May 1981, 
tike Soviet ambasaadnr Mi Y. Voiotit- 
xov. as well ax a digniiutv from Mos¬ 
cow were present. Mr Dange was rine 
cif (he inviteex Mr Voionisov had 
welcomed the formation cif (he new 
organixation, but he made it clear at 
the* meeting that the Rusidans would 
strengthen (heir existing ricx with (he 
ISCUS. 

16 April t9hl also saw Mr Dtmgv's 
ouster m>m the CPI. the party he was 
instrumental in building up The 
formal ion id the new party. AlCP, 
went aioHivl unnntaed by Mosiow. 
Sphinx-like, the Soviets kepi itiuin. 

1 ney were a I ready on ihc Iwxt i if t erttix 
with Mrx Gandhi, fur whuh thi y re 

r rod no via*inedia like Mt Dange nr 
new fanglud AlCP. 

At the xame lime, the .Suviets were 
happy at the eagernehs ^hnwn hv the 
CPUM) fnr improved relations with 
Moscow. With (his new dcvvlopmriil, 
suddenly Dange appeared tmi ouiniud* 
esl, archaic and expendable. Bui (hen 
It has always been this way with Mnv 
vnw. ^ro nf Hungary. Novnuiy nf 
Cseshndovakie. Dimitrov nf Bulgaria, 
or Gomulka of PuKind. all of whom 
were blind supporters of Moxenw, 
were given the ncmi when their limv 
wax up. In the rase of Dange, the 
Soviets have only repented ihi- for¬ 
mula 

The CPI, free of the weight of 
Dange. is now ready (or close cixipera- 
tiim with the CPUM). On the other 
hand, the CPI(M), at Ux recently con 
cbnled Vijayawada party congress, has 
gone all the way to de sen lie Moscow ax 
the "citadel" of sot la list forces, in 
fact, both the communist parties now 
use almost similar language in piuixe 
of M^cow. In fureign policy matters, 
they have nothing to add to what (he 
Communuii Parly of Soviet Union says. 
)m», Moscow has been successful in 
giving shape to a pr^sxible unity uf the 
(WO ctHnmunui parties. And therein 
hex Moscow's strategic interest in the 
c Amman is I movement in India Ihe 
RusMdiis' mteretii in Mrs (tritiilhi iv 
(actual, hut ihcic interest in the* uni- 
Fuacoiit n) the communist moveniL-nt 
in ln<(ia is strategic; il cm hi aces a 
tIntelram<* where Ihe preseiu naliotiol 
U’aderxhip in I hrx country might nin be 
thcic A id the Dange episode hu^ only 
helped tn highlignl ihix stance ol 

Most AkX. 

Mr S. A, Dange, an octt^geii.iiMii 
with frail health, has nothing much lo 
offer, except perhaps his mtelU-ct. for 
which, It appears, rlu- S^*vurs luv*' 
s-vry In lie uxe. li will lidtJIs- lo- >< 
wonder if Mr Dangers hook on |jiino 
live coinmunism and sf;t idlisio. wlmh 
has a g<HKl markei in ^ckuIisI court 
(lies, is xuddunlv prosiidH'd ll won't 
l>e surprising if lie lH-sr>iiies H non 
iKTsoii in (he paiiilu’oii ol iLo fiillen 
leaders ol the nitci national coinmnn 
ivi Riovemeht. bo far as ilte iwo lotn 
munist jvafties in huli,4 ure louieriiesl. 
hi- is already a forgoiicn id'd 
Shubhabraia BhattarhnryH 
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DELHI POLICE 


New chief cannot 
cure discontentment 


New Delhi: Even after (he draznatic 
replacement ef Delhi police commis¬ 
sioner P. S. Bhinder by Mr ^irang Lai 
in December 191^1, the capitaVs police 
force has «hQwn lirtle improvement. 
Reportedly the middle level officers 
are discontented and demoralised; 
lobbying and groupistn have assumed 
new dimensions in Delhi's police force. 

Soon after rakltig charge. Mr 
jrang LaJ trunsferred many pio* 
Bhinder officers. Five district deputy 
commissioners, some assistant com¬ 
missioners (ACP) and itatiou house 
officers (SKO) hiive been replaced 
Now rumours are rife abuut the trans¬ 
fer of two addiiional police cnmmis 
sioners. It was known that the first list 
of transfers included an SHO and an 
ACF who were clrxe to Mr Bhinder. 
When Mr Bhinder was asked to vacate 
(he government house folUming sus 

r ension during the Janata regime, this 
HO WHS reported to have offered him 
hit own house m south Delhi. 

According i<» onv source, the ami- 
Bhlnder lobbv iv hchmd the transfers. 
It is Silld that Mr Bhavani Mai iRajas- 
Than Cridrr), who wj« inspector gener 
al of police (lOPl durine the Emergen 
cy. had cumc \o iJiv tHlhi police head- 
uuarrerson December 1981 and had 
discussed ahour the mduciiun of his 
*own’ men with the present camihts' 
sioner. The saying in the police circles 
it that Delhi is being ruled by the 
Rajasthan ]K>lue caiiic. Interestingly, 
union humi’ secretary T. S. Chaturve- 
di, I ieu tenant governor. S. L Khurarm, 
and police commissioner. Bajrang taL 
all belong in Kaiusihan. Many officers 
say that transfers were made irrespec¬ 
tive of the officers’ perfunnance. 

The story of gmupism in Delhi 
police is an old om* rhat started in the 
tenure of Mr L S. Bishi. It was he who 
brou^iMr Y. Raj pal. who was posted 
as SP. central and SP. New Delhi. Mr 
Rajgoptl who succeeded Mr Bisht, 
brouiuc Mr Yusuf Rahim and Mr 
Ashok Patel, two senior officers from 
Madhya Pradesh Mr Rahim was uven 
charge of administration and Mr Patel 
was given crime. With these two offic¬ 
ers, Rajgopai created his strong, per¬ 
sonal lobby among IPS officers lo 
Delhi. Then. Mr Bhavani Mai joined as 
inspector general of police. It vras Mr 
S. L. Khuruia. (he (hen borne cecrat- 

ary who had brought Mr Bbavani Hal. 
Though rhe Kburana-Bhavani Hal 
group was strong, it was 
countared by Mr Bhinder 
long^ to the more powerful Saojay- 
Bansi Lai lobby. Wirh tha Janata Partv 
coning to power. Mr M. C. Mishra 
Madhya Pradesh cadre was brought as 
(he p^ice chief. He was ecc^npanied 
by TWO dcpuiy .nspectors general of 
polic^-ddr r.a/pal who was close le 



Bdjrtng laf. 
uf police . 


the new cosiotissioncr 


the Jana Sangh and Mr Hafkandey 
Singh, who was reportedly close to the 
Chandra Shekhar group. (Last year, 
Mr Ra}pal resigned from service and 
iuined the Bharatiya Janata Parry.) 
These three officers were replaced 
when Mr Charan Singh brought in Mr 
J. N. Chaturvedi from CP, as inspector 
general uf police in Delhi. Mr Chatur 
vedi from his side, brought two deputy 
inspectors general. Mr 1. B. Negi and 
Mr H. D. Pillai from CP. 

When the Congressf [) regained pow¬ 
er in 1980. Mr bhinder was posted as 
commissiDner. He brought Mr K 
Baiwa as additional commisiiioner of 
police, who is reported to have connec¬ 
tions with the Prime Minister’s house. 
Two other officers—Mr Surjit Bingh of 
Madhya Pradesh and Mr A. K. Tendon 
were thnist upon him. The former is 
reported to be close to railway minis¬ 
ter. P. C Sethi, and the latter has links 
with Vvgendra Makwamt 

Another group, the Bihar lobby, 
emerged in the Delhi police force 
during Mr J. N. Chaiurvedi's tenure. 
When Mr Charan Singh resigned as 
home minister (he days of Mr Chaiur- 
vedi were also considered uumlicred. 
It is alleged that at (hut time, it was 
Ihe Bihar hihby which, saved him iiy 
their favourable connections with the 
Janata government. The Bihar lobbv 
became so strong that Mr Chaturvedi 
was almost lotaTly dependant uti it. 
Now the Mbby la repuried tu he eJose 
to some prominent cabinet ministers. 

After Mr Bhinder rejoined, the Du 
Ihi police force became a cooJition. 
One faction was led liy Mr Bhinder. 
another was led hy Mr Nikhi) Kumar 
and (WO other groups of Mi Tuiidon 
and Mr Surju alngh were competing 
with each other 

Alter the recent cabinet jvsimifle. 
the anti-Bhmder lobby is worried be¬ 
cause of the repiacemunt of Mr Mak- 
wana. Sources ^ay that the home 
ministry is considering a pniposiil to 
facilitate the appointment of addinun 
al commissioners from union territory 
cadre.s. If this proposal is im¬ 
plemented. politics in the capital's 
pohcu force is likely to lessen suD^tan- 

tiaUy. 

A Special Correspondent 


RAJASTHAN 


When Rajiv Gandhi 
laughed at Zail Singh 


adeauaiely 
tr wno be- 


Jaipur: The only comk relief during 
(he orb^fwise hmng pj/icii. sarjttnch 
liAmm&ian at Bikaner in Rajasthan on 
iO January was the speech of the 
union home minister, f >iani Zail Singh. 

When the home minister hailed the 
ladies present in the semme/un with- 
.'‘Piwrjoo. Boh/m> (darlings, smers)." 
(he entire audience including Mr Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi burst intu lau^ter. He said 
people in tha vtllages were very stm- 
pk: *Pah/j heat ro yah hai ki unkv 
Btcka hi /iihin miita. N» biackmarktt 


karne ka mokit mi7tj hai jiti ;i<i /rnir- 
fuar kmnv ba ournit hi shar.nat kanu' 
ka (First, the villagers dci nut get any 
chance Neither do (hey gut a chance 
fur black marketing mir du they loot 
etc. or even get a chance for mischiei 
monger ingl.*' 

wily dues Cianiji Kile the countiy? 
He answered himself: '7/i/kumifr is 
five Ajhm kaire Aain ki ht/kumat ka 
snauk kai. Safki is Uya kant ham ki 
seva karnv ka skauk hai (We rule not 
because we are fond of ruling. On (he 
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contriry w« rule because we are fond 
of doin^ tervice).” 

Regarding Apposition leaders, the 
home minister remarked, "Vo rnh^n. 
Ham UAko linda dekhr}a chahte hdrn 
(They should live. We want in see 
them alive)." 

Then, he moved on to his (avourite 
topic; Mrs Gandhi. Said he: "Duniva 
ka do lihai h/&«a aman cAam Jtir prem 
pyar kai liye Intfira lUtndhi ki rahnit- 
fflaj icj dUf dekhta liai iTwii*tbirds of 
the world looks m Indira Gandhi's 
leadership for peace, love and affes' 
tion)/' He addressed Mr Rajiv Gandhi 
as "Fakhro-hUttid {Pride of India)" 
and "Rajiv Candhi desh ki ek shaan* 
haifl, aur kadrai nay. Ishwar nay. khu- 
da nay hamku yah hakh%hiJi di hat. 
Pandit Motilaf Nthru ki bakh\hi\h 
Jawaharial Nehru aur unki bakhshish 
Indira <Gandhi ham (Rajiv («andhi is 
the pride of the narion. which has Ix'vn 

t ified t(» us hy nature, by Cod Pandn 
lotilal Nehru's gift to us was Jowahar 
lal Nehru and he gifted Indira (landhi 
to US)." 

Rut the union home minister was not 
the lone dignitary win* indulged in 
lyciiphaiicy. There were others; the 
union minister uf state fur amiculture 
and rural reconKtructIun, Mr Balesh* 
war Ram, called Mi t/ajidhi a "ray of 
hope for the crores <»f country men." 
The Rajasthan chief minister. Mr $hiv 
Charan Mathur, described him as "the 
symbol of the aspiratiuns of the youn¬ 
ger generation. While the deputy 
minister for educarion. Mr B. D. Kalla, 
addressed him as "Vuva Heidaya Sam- 
rat," the panchuyat raj minister, Mr 



Ztif .<rngh. Hajir ts iht ppdtt of India 


Shci*>h Ham OIa. went to the extent uf 
leaving Rajasthan in the lostcr care of 
Ml ('.aridhi. % said. "Uke our chiM 
minister Sliiv Cluran Mathur who has 
initialed the wiwk of Picibth ko pahh 
idimmrodden first).* Mr Gandhi 
should Mvf adopt Rajasthan for its 
development on a priority basis. "Ra* 
jasthait IS now in your lap." 

According to rough estiraaiei the 
stare government spent a linie over Ri 
two crores on reeking arrangements 
fur the rcceptloA of the son uf the 
Prime Minister—who flew in to Bikan¬ 
er lu allend the Panchayat Raj Sam- 
melan in a BSP' Dakota along with the 
union minister Ginni 2ai] Mngh. The 
security arrangements were lighter 


and more elaborete then what ii uaual- 
ly done for the Prime Minister and 
were personally supervised by the 
chief minister and the inspector ge^e^ 
al cif police. So stringent were the 
security regulations, that former chief 
minister Mr Ja^snnath Pahadia, was 
denied a security pass. His car was 
stopped a long way off and when ha 
with his wife, walked towards the 
venue of the samme/an, they ware not 
allowed inside by the policemen de* 
spito Mr Pahadia's repeated pleas. 

All the ministers and top buraauc* 
rats including secretaries to the gov- 
amment ano heads of deparrmenta 
along with (heir juniors ana personal 
staff were away from Jaipur, the state 
capiiil, for over a week to make the 
visit of MP Rajiv Gandhi a memorable 
one. 

The samme/an was called after the 
election of panebayats In the state and 
the guvarnmani was expected to make 
important announcements regarding 
enlargemeiH of scope and powers of 
these eleciad bodies in the presence of 
Mr Gandhi. But neither di(l the aniici* 
pated annoutKemenis come nor could. 
the fanfare attract the people of 
Bikaner. According to most charitable 
estimates, the total attendance at the 
aammetan, including about 12.000 aar* 
panches, a large number of security* 
men end other government staff on 
duty. Wsi less than 20.000. The ex* 
penditure for this extravaga^tta was 
more of a burden on a poor state like 
Rajaitl^an which hat an overdraft of 
over Rs 300 crores, 

MHap Chand ttandU 



Janath Najtatrma fie* dead surrounded by food$rain in the^CI^fonfe 


Crushed to death by foodgrain 


Mirval|uda(Aadhra Pradesh): The 
grams flowed in. The starving 
beggars who lived near the shed of 
the open storage unit the Food 
Curpvrition id India <FCT) watched, 
as the rows of gunny bag^ piled up in 
the shed—rismg feei above the 
ground. And (hen they gut the idea. 

Around midnight, a gruup of beg- 
gars—mostly women—made their 
way to the i»hed. The gunny hags near 
(he gmund were sin opt-n and the 
rickety baskels which they had 
brought along soon filled up. Sudden¬ 
ly, t he pi le bega n to sway. Before i hey 
knew it, a couple uf bags slipped and 
collaps^ on the unfortunate, hungry 
thieves from the top, Janaih Pocham- 
ma and Janath Noga.nma were killed 
on the sj^t. Shocked, the other* fled. 

Soon, relativeit of the ^ad came to 
enquire about the women. Tbe l^les 
rescued with the hdp of the FCI 
watchmen were aeiit to the local gov- 
•moieni hoepnal. and then ro ibe 
headquarters hospital at Nalgondafor 
postmortem. Meanwhile, a case of 
theft was filed against the beggars in 
the Uiryalguda court. 

The (nodgrains are still lying in the 
shed. The starving beggars still look 
on wistfully but dare luM undertake a 
socond venture leu they gel killed 
trying to fill their hungry stORsechs. 
i. M^ii lUe 
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MAHARASHTRA 


Advocate-general resigns: 
honesty is punished 


B«mbiy: In an ucapiional tnd un¬ 
usual itap, i< one leadini ioriii said. 
Mr Arvind Bobda. the lanky, bespecta¬ 
cled idvocate>cenertI resifnad. HU 
rtsifnatJon followed close on the hetU 
of chief minister A. R. AntuUy’s res- 
iAnaiion. 

Keeping to tradition, Mr Bobde did 
not have to resign. Convention da- 
mandi that if the party bows out ^ 
power than the advocate general idso 
does (be aaoia. In thU case only the 
chief minister went out. The pMt o( 
advocate-general U a constitutional 
post. Part IV Article 16S dealing with 
the appointment of the advocate- 
general Mya: "The Governor of each 
state shall appoint a person who is 

r ilified to be appointed a judge of 
High Court to be advocaie general 
of the state; it shall be the duty of the 
advocare-generel to give advice to the 

I iovernment of the state upon such 
egal nutters and to perform such 
other duties of a legal character, as 
may from time to tine be refernra or 
assigned to him by the Governor, and 
to dlicharge the functions conferred 
on him by or under this Constitution or 
any other law for the rime being in 
force; he shall hold office during the 
pleasure uf the Governor and shall 
receive such remuneration as the Gov¬ 
ernor may determine.*’ In the absence 
of the Governor of Maharashtra. Mr 
O.P. Mehra, showing any displeasure 
at the continuance of Mr Bobde as 
A-G, a veil of mystery surrounds the 
resignation And the mystery deepens 
because Mr Bobde "Is being more than 
dvir by mainteinini a silence. Repe¬ 
ated attempts to get him to talk on the 
subject received, "Sorry. I have no¬ 
thing to say.” or aoswers to chat effect. 

What Justice Leniin had to say in 
regard to Mr Bobde'i role as counsel 
for the state makes inteiesting reading 
specially since two junior officers of 
the government of Maharashtra. Mr 
Syed Yakub and Mr Y. Chari, sought 
to make a scapegoat of him during the 
admission state of the pertiion. lo 
peratraph 28 of his judgement, Justice 
Lentin observes: "Perhaps ths unkln- 
deat cut of all was the criticism level¬ 
led etaiost the learned tdvoceie- 

S oerd. During the sdmistloo suge of 
j petition so admission was mads 
by him that in the absence of any 
direction by the central geverameat to 
the eonerary, the general resolution 
(GR) dated 12 Septembm w^d 
apply to the id hoc quota in the light 
n tnt circular of Jl March 19B1. 
Aihek Deaai, petitioner’s couniel^ate* 
lorically stated more than enca that 
during tha admiastoa stage Hr Tipnis. 
Mr Chari and Hr Syedyakub wera 
present vdten ths learnsd edvocste* 
general made the itatemant. This was 
not comrtdlcted bp Mr San (counsal 


for Mr A.R Antulsy). Yei Mr Chari in 
his affidavit, now hu the.tqcneniy to 
stats that when the learned tidvoeate- 
general made his statemenc to the 
court, he did not have full insmicrioiu 
and was not aware uf the conBittee*t 
recommendations of 2 March 1981 and 
21 March 1981 or that the GR could 
not apply to ad hoc allocations." 

"Kotning could have been simpler 
for Mr Chari. Mr Tljmis and Mr YaVub 
than to have immediately told the 
learned advocate-ieaeral then and 
there chat the circuTar dated 21 HaRb 
1981 was issued under a mistake and 
misunderstandiag aa is now sought to 
be cnade out. They did nothmi of tha 
kind nor ii any evplanatka forthcom¬ 
ing why these three, presumably re- 
sponsiMc end highly pieced officers. 
Old not. This is y^ another factor 
which militates aftuisc the hypothesis 
of ’mistake and misunderstanding’ 
now trotted forth by Messrs Cha^ 
Tipnis and company and demoastrates 
it as an afterthought. The statement 

Arvind Bobde, the sdrorstegenertJ 
who rengoed 



was made out by the learned advocate* : 
general in the higbeai tradition of tha 
bar which he leads. The crttlciim 
levelled against the learned A-G wni. 
unwarranted. The anempt on the pan 
of the srata government to muki the 
learned A-G cannot but be deplored.* 

It was obvious Ihtr Mr Bobde did not 
fall prey to the machinations of the 
state government and its officials In^ 
the food and civil supplies depart* 
ment. In fact, there is reason to ba< 
lieve that the government did not brief 
Mr Bobde about the various circulars 
end deliberately hid from him the very 
important circular of 31 March 1981 
signed by Mr Yakub himself, outliolai 
the guidelines for the distribution « 
ad hoc allotments also Thai Mr Yakub 
subsequently said his own circular was 
a aidsuke is a shocking state of affairs 
which Mr Leniin alio commented 
upon. At the admiiiion stage of the 
p^ition in October 1981, Justice Pra- 
tap who was lha writ petiiions iudga 
remarked in an oral order admitciM 
the pei;tioB that "tha production m 
these two circulars (2 March 1981 and 
21 March 1981) in court (by tha peti¬ 
tioner’s counsel, Mr Ashoke sen) 
appeers lo have come as a surprise to 
the learned advocate-genaral who him¬ 
self may not have been earlier eware 
thereof After this production he made 
a statement 10 the effect that In the 
ibsence of direction to tha contrary ^ 
ihe cancral government the stete gov- 
ernroent resolution of September 1978 
would apply to the ad hoc quotas One* 
is constrained to ctote thit the deputy 
secretury filing a solamn affidavit sup 
pressing from this court the two said 
government circulars, so very material 
and directly relevant to this petition, 
and via such suppression attenpclng 
to mislead the court." 

Mr Bobde was subjected to the most 
humiliating treatment after this. Mr 
Antulay got himself a new courtseL Mr 
A. K. Sra. who Inctdentilly cKarged Rs 
40 per day as drinking water expenaea. 
Newt leaked out to a local Marathi 
daiW that the chief minister had lo« 
coofidence in the advocate-general 
and later a ciKular wse elao sent out 
saying that no government work 
should be enrusted to Mr Bobde. 
However, this circular was later with- 
drawn. Ibrougb all this tha Inscrut- 
abl: advocate-genaral neither no- 
tested nor resitfied- He, stuck on. The 
ctM was fought snd lost by Mr Sen 
and the other counsel on behalf of Mr 
Antulay and tbo govonuatnt. 

Mr Bobde'i case is clearly a cast of 
honesty being punished. One falls lo 
see how and where he incurred the 
displeasure of the Governor that his 

resigaation should have boon 
accepted. Ai i Uidins barristtr said: 
*It wy goes to show what a sorry meas 
the Congress petty it in. It puniihet 
honesty and rewards dishonesty. Mr 
Bobde baa losrhii pMitlonbui Antulay 
has bWn made chairman of the stare 
irrigation development board and the 
ewu junior officials in the food and 
civil supplies ministry are where they 
wurv," 

Olia TilUs 



S>ORTS 


Nothing green 
about Green Park 

Ian Botham reports on the Kanpur Test 



nini; into (ha ia»t Ta6(, trail' 
inK one nii. wn had no otht'r 
option but (o fo ail our for a 
win. Thi», you will ajiree, is 


^0 no ploasina prMpact lor a 
at the lag «no of a gruaihne 
s. And chare ia thin haumina faal' 


team 

series. And chare ia this haunting 
ing chat if you dcm't win ic. you've had 

ir. 

Keith won the tots fifth time run^ 

a and chnse bailing, for opting to 
Ilf on a pitch like (his would have 
been auicidai. The Green Park pitch is 
■ great tnisnomar; there ii not even a 
touch (if greenness in it. The pitch had 
been piaviered out. It developed 
cracki on the lint day itself. I knew it 
wouldn't get eny better. The outfield 
was very slow throughout, might be 
because of The soaking it had canan. It 
was the slowest we saw on this tour. 

Gooch and Tavare started in right 
earnest, laying the foundation for the 
big score we would need to go for a 
win. Fiftysix runs came in tne first 
hour, which was just the way we 
wanted it to go. But during the third 
hour we got only 18 runs, ne had to 
consolidate the first two hours' work. 
It wouldn't be right to say that we 
were bogged down by Dilip. Moreover, 
we lost two quick wickets and did not 
want la take any risks. This was jusi 
not the Test for thet. 

Even when 1 came in to bat with 
three wickets gone for 121,1 had this 
in mind—to build up a big score. It is 
not right to say that I was unusually 
sedate. I was in no mood to spray the 
bails all around. When David and 1 
were (ogetber, he was playing the 
commander's role. So all 1 had to do 
was <tay there. We got more chan a 
hundred together, and that proves that 
the mode of batting we adopted under 
the prevailing conditions vras just 
right. Even after the rains on the 
second dey. the pitch did not behave 
streogely. This is surprising. Usually 
under such cqnditions a pitch is a 

K radise for bowlers and graveyard for 
tsmen. 

You should'have seen the field Sun¬ 
ny set for David and me. The fielders 
were positioned all around the bound* 
ary. A very defensive field indeed. We 
did the right thing ageinat such a 
> field—dealing single We did manage 
quite a few and we even siTatched one 
before the ball reached mid^rff. That. I 
presume, will gfve you a fair idea of 
what the field placings were like. 

David was playing wall, as he did 
throughout the series. But one from 
Kapil, bowling with the new ball 
4B 


swung late 4ind struck hi> htMk fiMM It 
is no good saying that llavid shuuld 
have been ahir to tackle it, playing as 
he was ID top form. You have lii give 
Credit to bowlers also. Here was a very 
good howler allacking a very guod 
oatsmin. One nf rtum had to siicceed. 
In this case ir was iho limsiei. 

It's nice to gel a hundred, you know, 
in whatever match it is. I enjoyed it 
immensely. My strategy of not 
bludgeoning my way in the initial 
stages paid off. The field placing wav 
also one facior that made mv adopt 
such a lechnuiue 

Tve M nine hundreds now in Tc^rs. 
but 1 don'i rank one hHtur than the 
other. lt*s all the same to me. I vaw the 
Union Jack flapping up there on a iMn* 
in the gallerv. I was mspiied. Tliv 
bloke who climbed up the* tree to hang 
it there, is a friend <ii ours Me and hts 
other English friend, whom we met by 
chance, are travelling aruund the 
world. They broke |ourney to see us 

C . Isn't it enthralling lo see your 
waving at you when you enns the 
coveted hundr^ matk' 

Let me lell yuu snmeihing abnut 
that left-handed stroke of mine, which 
got me a boundary off J>u«hi I've 
played it often on this tour. It i* a 
stroke which I have tried wry often 
against spiruiers and am n(»w (|uile 
confident about that stroke. Bu* vini 
try it against quick tea. and vuu c.in see 
your castle tumble. 

fu Botfiam; man of the aiatcfi* 



Those two mi^ry sixes off Dilip 1 
timed very well It's the timing and 
also the way you bit that carries the 
ball skyward. It's great to see the 
cherry soaring higher and higher. My 
spirit soars with it. But Dilip had the 
last laugh gating one to evau my bat 
for Kirmani to do the rest. The score 
was .178 then for nine wickets end 
flerihet drviared 

Our tail failed to wag. A bolder 
rvar guard action would have given us 
Mmit' more runs in less time. Kapil, 
fhishi. Ravi jtid Madan bowled well on 
(hi« unrevpemvive track. Especially on 
the fiisi dav, Madan was in his ele' 
ments, keeping a tidy length through* 
out. What surprised me was why Bevi 
was lun given mare overs on xm first 
d.iv. 

Hie Indian hall* uned in this series, 
and paiticulHrly those used in this 
mulch, are iust not ihe types that 
should ht? used in Tom encket. Twice 
during the third day the new ball was 
changed, both lasimg only a little over 
eifthi overs! Every time e bell is re* 
placed the limiting side loses about aix 
<»vri5. The leplacemoni will have • 
lililt* more of kIosn and will swing 
more, in spice or all the scrubbing by 
rile umpires. This can make a lot of 
difference. English bells are now as 
guoH On the Australian Kukoobarra 
b.iIlN which are supposed tu be the 
bed iiroiind. Some such balls should 
Ik* uipvd 

Wc finished the third day right on 
tup Sunny end Roy tried their best to 
survive that night. No batsman could 
cherish the prospect of coming in to 
bat in the lani half hour after fieldlrig 
all day. Mnri* so when there are real 
' quickies aruund. We tried to pack In as 
many over^i as passible during the 48 
minutes wo got. Rov's wicket, which I 

! ot ai 12. to climax a really good day 
r>r me, raised our spirits and hopes 
skyhiuh. 

Willis is one of the fastest.bowlers 
around. He takes maximum advantage 
of his height. He delivers the ball from 
a high p«iini and this enables him to 
henrnce wrv well. If any bowler can 
hoinice on Indian pitches it is Willis. 
Tht* deliveries which got him the three 
quick wickets on the last day were 
reoMv lethal ones. F.ven Vishy. after 
making *4 good runs, could not sur* 
vive, l^en why blame young Malhocra 
whii has practically no experience 
aguinv fast bowlers, 

VS'Uh more than 600 minutes lost, 
the last stages of the match became a 
mere formality. But the Indian beta* 
men. Kapil es^ially, played with ell 
seriousness and was rightly rewarded 
with a grand ceotury. T6is century 
helped him pip me at the pose for the 
man of rbe series award. He presented 
Gower*with a Test wicket! 

It seems that the weather gods con* 
spired to deprive us of a chance to n 
for an outright win. At the end of tne 
third day we were ri^t on top. At thet 
stuM there was only one team that 
could win. Then came the rains and 
our enthusiasm went plummeting and 
With It our chances to square the 
senes. 





"We will win the 
series in England 


99 


A s 1 look back on ihis series 
which we lost, the feelinj 
uppermost in my mind is not 
one of despair or dejection 
St hovioR lost it. My 
thouRbis art* about the wickets The 
wjckvts were a shame. They were just 
nnr liir types meant for Test cricket 
And that. I think, is the sole reason for 
thia series havinR deteriorated into a 
dull, boring dienes that can best be 
fergotten. 

I teel sorry for the likes of Kapil Dev 
end MadAnlai who are doomed to bowl 
on thesi' lileless strips. It's confidence* 
sh.ntcM iHtu reullv. This ts not in any 
w.iv’rosb> trcmi lealityand facts. 
1n<lM won ilu' stories and they played 
fui (fidi Wo liwi. and we don't have 
anvlnulv lo blame fur it. Kmotionally 
wu.iie nor clivtuibcdoc sad; we are not 
omit h«K'k home with dripping tears, 
v ate profcsstunal cricketers whu 
haw iearriKl to live with victory and 
del cat. Onv mometii we are on the 
pmnade of victnry and the next in the 
dump.s ftf dsifcat. 

Whoc*v<>r put ri>R«rhei' the itinerary, 
did noi ilo rhif job well; it was sere* 
luiouN and t.mng. We had to go from 
north i<> south and from south lu north, 
IroiTi cold tu Inn ^nd hack again. It did 
ii«i in aiiv way help us. A better 
pl.uirtod tour prugramme would have 
uf dis 


?v 


saved us a iut 


liscomfort. 


I am not pointing an accusing finger 
M any umpire. You have to consider 
the tact that ihey are also humans. 
Back home, we have Mime very good 
umpires whu have earned world*wide 
respect. They arc way ahead of other 
umpires in the world. Three such 
umpires I admire are Dickie Bird. 
Burry Meyer, and David Constance. 

We saw a lot of batting in this series. 
One team would cemte and make 400 
runs and the other team would come 
and hw'tter it. This series was heavily 
weighed in favour of batsmen, by say. 
B 0 : 20 ; but for good cricket, the ratio 

should he bO:4U. 6b in favour of 
batsmen. 

1 wo'jid nominate Sunil Gavaskar as 
the men of the .series foi his batting 
which was the backbone of India's 
performance. Pew bamnen were as 
consist eni he was. As captain, well, 
he won the series for his country. What 
more can you ask for from a caprain? I 
cannot judge him as captain for the 
siiTula reason that 1 have not played 
ua^ him. All that 1 can say is that he 
did not commit mistakes. There has 
been a lot of accusation. aspeciaUy in 
the English media,that he resorted to 
negative tactics after winning the 
Bombay Test. Some even said that 
when it comes to time*wasting tKtks, 
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Kapif fJev: man of thtr u.'tivs 


netcher«with two decades of profes* 
sional cricket behind him, is a begin* 
ner compared to Gavaskar. Let me say 
this<^avaskar did not do anything 
that we would not have done. 

Nitw tor the home series, which is 
)ust riHind the corner. Take it from me, 
England will win it. 1 base my bold 

E r^iction on the fact that at home we 
ive livelier, greener wickeis and not 
the dead-as wood strips we saw here. 
And on such wickets we can do whai 
none of the Indion buwlet:« can. 

The player on ihe Indian Aide who 
impressed me ihe most is. without 
doubt, young Ravi Sasin. He hloA* 
somed into a flower from the bud that 
he was. He ba» immense potential and 
is shaping into a fine allruunder. Here 
IS one you ng man from w hum I nd i u i an 
expect great things. On our Aide, one 
player whn matured is Chris Tsvaro. 
He got good scores, including e cen* 
fury and he played ihe rule of an 
opening batsman admiiahly If unly 
the wickeis were good, more laleni 
would have Kurfeced Of < ourse. There 
were other superb vhuws.Vishy's dou* 
ble century and Gooch's century ai 
Madras. My century here, which got 
me the man of rhe ntuiih award, was 
also Ri>i>d, t daresay 
The mammoth crowds that turn out 
to watch Test matches in India gives 
one a feeling of elation. The Indian 
crowd is very knowledgeable and 
cheers good shows by eirher team. You 
• never see such crowds anywhere else 
in the world. We leave with lond 
memories of a country which has en* 
thralled us in every way. Wu will be 
wailing fur Sunny and his bumh of 
talented boys back home; we have 
scores to settle! 


Botham's World XI 


I never imagined ibnc rhe mantle 
id a Aelector would fall on my 
vhiKilders VO soun. And not even 
when I ha%viei my imagination and 
fancy ru^ wild have I ^en rnyscif as 
a vclector. But nuw here 1 am 
Ktatching my brain:* to pick the 
best wiliow-wielders and chti'cv 
hurlers in the world. Oh bi»>'. it's 
tougher than whacking cho red 
leather 'wt of the ground Amcwig 
those plaving Tcai criiket now. 
these are the ones, 1 think, who 
vruuld form an invimiblc wurld 
team. 

S. Gavaskar. G. Gooch. V. 
Richards G. Chappvdl, J Miandad. 
Clive Llii.vd «captain I. Rodney 
Marsh (wivkcl-keeperi. Imran 

Khan. Joel Garner, Dennis Lillee. 
Mike Holding and Derek Under 
wood. 

I oeedn't explain my choice of 
Sunny, need I? And Gooch u just 
the guy Id partner him. Together 
thev can be the devpau of any pace 
bowler. Vivian, (he very name is 
now synonymous with great bat* 


ting. That series uf four ducks ire* 
minding one of Chandrasekhar's 
bait mg j which Greg gnsdocs not in 
the least tarnish )iis imaRe as a 
maMer-batsman. Vishv, of course is 
a high calibre but. But Gi’vr has 
proved himself aulnsi all kinds uf 
bowlers. Miandadjs a better plaver 
ihun /.aheer. I would nav. As a 
captain, whom can you pick other 
than Clive? See the string of victor* 
it s he has. Sob TavW is a 
belter keeper than Marsj; bui noi 
as good a run getter as MarshJmran 
IS 4 lup-ranking allrounder. Kapil 
IV good but he ranks only fourth 
among allrounders, behind fmian, 
me and Hadlee. 

And the rhrte pace Iwntro. Oar* 
ner. Lillee and Holding, are the 
very epitomes of power Under* 
wood f nave named iweltih in pre* 
fereitce to Duihi, for his vast cx* 
penence. He has nearly )00 wickets 
now. 1 don't think heisoverihehill 

Ian Botham is missing Iriim the 
liar, eh? Well he was the vlvcioi. 
wasn't he? 
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Wip l'|1 


Remove your worry with an extra irKome. 

Now even Rs. 37.20 
becomes RS.100A j 

alter maturity. M 

worry ts }ua ^ mask you can easily 
rf move. Wttn careful planning, Plan today for 
an extra income of Rs. IOO CC or Us muliples 
ctftcr ten years. Buy one or more Alahabad 
Bank cash certificates every month r>ow. 

Lot>ger malunty pel rod profits you more as 
shown in the table, 


Maturity Purchase Value (Rs) for three dHFereK 
value maturtfy periods 

Rs. 36 rrwnths 60 months 120 months 

10000 74 35 6100 37^ 

1000.00 74350 610X0 372.00 

1000000 7435.00 610000 3720.00 

For details contact your nearest Branch 
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THE WORLD 


Pretty mother-to-be 


US violates UN code 







The US hes tioUied ibc 

inierneiKMisI acreeificni pa 
»be i{eaimeai « rduaecs by 
fvfuMAg tn icranl isylum to 
SalTsd^an refuitres, sccArd* 
ins M tK invrtdKJlton by ibc 
oliMepf Ihv UN hifth cwnmix* 
sioner for r«fiijie«<. The rc* 
pon rcffaU (lui ihe VS tuk 
udlowed d ’‘^vticmaik prac* 
lice" d rduiAine Salvado 
reaR\ to iheir country wbu’h 
lui been in ib** (hrevN of 
lioltiKnl vm 4 viku tor the lust 


two yeurs. Of the b.OOQ re* 
1 up.'^ who B niei nl t he U S in 
I9K1. mdv one wa** Kranted 
Mylun And nonv wan allowed 
ro stay even temporarily foi 
humaoiurian reasnna. ^cia* 
tor Edward Kennedy re* 
marked that the fIndtnM 
were 'sad nntl unpre¬ 
cedented.’' The 1IN report 
concludes: "Thth would 
appear to be the rei;uU of a 
delibvi.ue policy e>ubltshed 
hv the l)t> authorities.** 


Thr rnriioot irKUhvr-tii'be, Ludv DttnM. rhe PrtiKtst of HWes. 
dtirirur a vjajt to a m /if>oJ fe/e m Lottd^. her condition hidden 
behind fhc amph folds id a matemjiy drees. Obriously, ihe 
Knslish press whkh wa< poJifely inarnicted ro teere Diene 
aloue during (hvH' very scnrtri vo nwnriu, slUJ gnbs iu chences 
whettcvvr it cen and cameras twilcnue ro cIM in attempts to 
tupriire every .rrufte of rlw pretry prrncrts’ inmritem mother- 
hoot/. 



Israel buys 
poison gas 

A West Berlin ctimpany has 
been charged with illegally 
producing and exportini s 
potson gas ingredtent^ 
chiophosgene>-rp isrnel, the 
West Berlin prosecutor’s 
office revealed recently. The 
k'erak Chemical Company has 
produced and exponto 1.6 
tints of the chemicai, mostly 
to Israel since Id77. 

Reagan makes 
a deal 

The Reagans' three* 
bedruomed palatial CaJifor- 
nian bouse, cummanding a 
Mnoramjc view of the Pacific 
Ocean, which was up for sale 
at a colossal 11.9 miUion, has 
found a buyer The President 
had bought the bouse many 
years ago for S 100.000. 
Agentt are, bowever, vary re* 
lucunt to reveal who the 
buyers are or bow much they 
Mid for it. 


China’s forces 
inadequate’ 


Tbu cbiel of uaff uf China's 
aimed forces. (Ivn. Yang De 
shi. has said that his truops 
leek the iraiO)ng and prepara- 
tion necessary for modern 
warfare and has called fm 
mprovetftcitt.thvolficta] Chi* 
oa Deity indwaied rveemiy. 
The genciai wes u^xited e> 
sayiBft that the 4.000.00(1 
strung Pe<»pl(**s J.ibcratton 
Army needed to be better 


urmniHcd. **Wv are faced wiih 
a highly mnOrrmsed and welJ- 
iraimd. powerful enemy.’ 
N»|d (he fietierul referring to 

the Aiivior Vnioii's 1,000,000 

troopn lining the (htnese hor* 
der. *Tu deal with such an 
cnvmv we need (o have not 
oi Iv a high morale but also 
eip<*riisc Ml using inudern 
wcaiHHiH in any lariical or 
strategic operation.*' 


ON SALE NOW 


Mosquito 

warfare 

The Russian magasine. 
Litereturfeve Gaeete, has ac* 
cuiod the L'S of breeding kil* 
ler mosquitoes In Pakistan, in 
an attempt to cause a lethal 
epidemic in neighbouring 
Afghan I SI an. Pa kill a ai 
spnkeanen have firmly de* 
nied this report. 

Public flogging 
in Pakistan 

The Federal Shariat cmirt 
in Lahore, Pakistan, has de* 
ctded that two nten^Nasir 
Ahmad and Sumarkrid 
Katif# should br nudged io 
the city's main beaer tor cri* 
minally assaulling a young 
boy, Mntor officials, while 
cooeediag that public whip* 
piBgs may apomr barbanc. 
cite the example of Saudi Ara¬ 
ble where public fleggingi 
and asecutioni art cooiaon 
•nd whert the crime rate it 
cue of the leweet in the world. 


the OtherSide 

Mnnfhiv MHiinal fil 
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^ 0 N Oft h. yvunM one." 

8 1 wa fl the cl arion 
call end many jumped up 
Some made (t m the Bombay 
rat race, others were left in 
the shade But one Kiri has 
reversed the irecid: Anira 
Aa/ Shehaf> just Kot back 
from a xhoorlna stint with 
South India's popular direc- 
tor, K. Balachjtier. So en* 
raptured was Baliichander 
with Aiiita'i actma abiUties 
that he sianed her up for 
two newnlms. 


Tayepradhe is back on the 
4 / Kannada screen after 
almost five years. PoUowi^ 
her stint tn MahaJtaer Kali- 
daM, she muved into the 
Tam 1 1 .1 he Telugu and final* 
ly the Hindi film screen. Jt 
watmuch more lucrative 
than the Kannada screen. 
But this time she is lakmB 
part in an ambitious film, 
San/ubiapf^ana. launched 
hy Mrs Rmj Ko/mr. Jayap< 
radha is cast opposite rhe 
everKtevn Raj Kumar. 



KamM: 'wtrk fIV thtf masses 


S even yeiir old Master 
l.oliit is turning out tu be 
a very succe»ful singur 
acior. tn Bh<fkr» Praha Jada, 
he acts as 1 he yuu ng herv. 
His talents have virtually 
^wept Kannadlgas off their 
feet 

L aif shmi of Ja lie fame is 
very busy nowadays. 
Apart from acting in a cou¬ 
ple of Kannada films she is 
spending a great deal of her 
time dubbing liwastak* 
shmi whu lent her voice to 
Amlfka in Audhn Prhu ^fa^ 
kji. 


S ulakshana U very sore 
with ioumalUitv No, it's 
not for what they write ab* 
out her but the way in which 
they imisi on spelling her 
name. Her bloc^ boils, when 
she sees her name spelt, 
SuMchoa. After all she 
has acted in over 2S films as 
a child star. In those days 
sbe was known as JahvPof* 
(y. But her career has tar 
from slumped! Currently, 
she IS acting with Bhagyaraj 
in Tlruraf ffinnu Pochu. 




I Amt ra 6 h.’ had a little Rckha 

I- 

T alking of favourite pas¬ 
times. Doepelr Parashar'$ 
method of spending his lei¬ 
sure lime, is sienina fans* 


car, If Deepak finds that a 
horde of fans have spotted 
him, he Kreeches 10 a halt 
and smilingly obliges them. 
But waHft who have seen him 


smdes and joy knows no 
bounds when there are 
more male than female fann. 


N or only is Kamalahasan 
a irailMazer in filmland 
but he is a grrat nnr for 
lormint» funcliihs too. 
However, unlike nthor 
attiffv. KamalaluNan >s a 
sensible young man, and has 
res)ue»(ed his fan« not to 
organise extravagant func 
tiuns Instead, he ha'« urged 
them 10 engage In social 
wt)rk and spend their lime 
and revuurcet for the better¬ 
ment of the neglected and 
downtrodden. Taking the 
CUV from ihelr star, AO mem¬ 
bers of the Kanulahasan 
fun club hasrexdvvd lu don¬ 
ate their eyes. 

A s ii consianl ermipurison 
wav not enough, PTaMu 
has now been cast in u film 
iti which hie father Hivaji 
iianesa 0 i s ulwi doing a role. 
The film: Kang/i.What is 
even more embarrassing for 
Prahhu Isthal he has to 

deliver a nasty piece of dia¬ 
logue to his fatiwr: 
"Whenever I have flexed 
my muscles, the person has 
not gone back to his wife in 
une piece." Poor PraWiu; as 
he sweats it out. almosi the 
entire industry turns up on 
the sets to watch him speak 
with the ngiM etnotionc. 


KeAJMr erexywhere that 
Aeiji jroes 


K efcAa.no lam bat all. 

follows AmiVabAjj 
wherever he goes. Recently 
during a shoot i ng >ti nt at 
Madras. Rekhacnecked in 
at the same hotel where 
Bachchan was slaying. To 
I he utter amaxemeni of the 
management and the peo¬ 
ple. she never stepped uul 
of her room ucKe. The only 
time she was seen in public 
was when Amrtabh checked 
out of the hotel. Then she 
was s«vn lov i ngly leaning on 
his arm. 

O ur tall, lanky he-man. 

Amitabh Bachchan Is 
not at I Mood and ^uts. All 
ihe jumping, kicking on 
the screen are not for real. 
Because our Bachchan 
sahaab suffers from acute 
asthma. Often directors are 
pualed when Amitabh lets 
them down by rwit appear¬ 
ing on the sets. Rerently 

when the actor vaniihed 
without ic muc h as a good¬ 
bye one producer started 
searef/ng around the coun- 
I ry, Guess where He found 
Amitabh? At Delhi. The dry 
L'li mate of the capil al along 
with the idea td meeting his 
good friend, Rajiv GaflaAl, 
had lured Amitebh 



Sunjav Duir: hail henie 


G uess what is Sunjay 
Durt's favourite pas¬ 
time? Drinking! No, our 
Rocicy boy has not w be- 
cotne art alcoholic. ^ui he is 
the proud possessor of a 
body damaged by alcohol. 
Recently during shooting ha 
fell down unconscioua. 

When he regained con* 
sciousness, Sun jay told 
everyone iraund that ha 
had a massive bout of Jaun¬ 
dice. According to know* 
ledgeible people, the Dutt 
boy has an Kute liver prob¬ 
lem. It is high tune the Sher¬ 
iff look hli son to task. 
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HRUCHI: Two clftisrooou of cbe hifhcf 
ttcmdary ichool for tirls tt Srirongom. 
which won domolijhed to provide an 
M«y pathway for chief minuter M. C. 
Remachandran who cimo to lav the 
fogndation itono for a ho^itaJ aurine 
May lut year, itill remain in that coodf 
cion. The matter turned out to be the 
aubject of a heated ducuaaion in the 
Tiruchi (north) diitrict meeting Mr K. 
Meenakthitundaram. MLA, appealed to 
the cc^lector to order an enouiry into 
the demolition and get the clinrooat 
recontcructed as the children were suf¬ 
fering —/edjan £rpre» (R M. Chidam¬ 
baram. Annanalainaiar) 

MIDNAPORE: The Iwadmiitreas of a 
high school in Midnapore was expelled 
for allegedly adopting unfair means in 
the B. Ed examinanon. The invigilators 
at the centre, in a memorandum to the 
additional dlschct magiarrate yesterday 
(29 January 1 have urged sccority for 
themselves. Some examiners of the 
town have been threatened with dire 
consequences if they continue strict 
vigilance during the examination- 
statesman (Suruj Jyoti Konger, 
Gauhati) 

KOLAR: The people ol the town went in 
a procession to tne district office here 
yeitcrdav (21 January) shouting slogans 
against the municipaUty and presented 
a memorandum to the minister for 
secondary education Smt. Nagamma 
Keshavamurthy and deputy commis¬ 
sioner H. Basavsiah. The women, car- 

a earthern pots filled with the 
ing*water supplied by the munici- 
[Sal ityj offered it to the reinlster and 
challenged her to drink it. The deputy 
conmissioneCiH. Basavaiah Jniervened 
arid assured tiWm that the matter would 
bw ananded to. The pots were Iwoken in 
fm'nt of the deputy comousaioner's 
office in protest^Decran Herald 
(Mchard Rodrigues, Bangalore) 

ROKITAK: The 1»1 edition fng/ish 
Cmrimar Compoaitinn and Tyusiariei* 

E bL'ihcd by the Haryana School 
ucsition Bovd for matrutUation das* 
mt, Bt.iil daims that Mr Morarji D^i is 
ibe Prl ma Uiniaier of India. In Its ^eci- 
men esisay on "our Prime Minister* it 
uyi Mr CMi is the Prime Minister and 
firmly holds onto the reins of the 
greatest democracy of the worl^lndf- 
an EMpnm (Savfta Rani, Ambela) 


BOMBAY: *W«nted a bride for a 33- 
year-old Panjabi Khatri educated 
ovptaaiL Willing to accept any unfortun¬ 
ate wooiA, stigaadsed or unacceptable 
10 sede^ even if she is pregnant .* We 
print this here because we have oo 
■Bthmonial celuama Mind you. It is not 
a baJrwBs—IJirr (B K. I^as, Madras) 
ERODE (Tasul Nadu): A caae ^ parents 
preventing teacherv coming late to 
school ii reported from Kumarapuri 
near Chennimalai. Three teecbers of 
the KuBtrapuri Eleneniary School run 
by the PaorJiayat union of Chennimalai 
bad been rctularly coning late to 
school On Friw (29 Jan uarv) about 20 
pnreais phyakally prevented the three 
teachers fron entering the school when 
tbey came late. Vilbgers also ansem- 
blcd in front of the school and sup¬ 
ported the Ki of the parents—Kifldu, 
(J. Anania Lakshmi, P^icherry) 
NEW DELHI: D^s a stenographer 
found typing a private letter on the 
office tyiMwricer deserve tn be sacked? 
The Supreme Court thinks ihai dismis¬ 
sal is too severe a punishment for this 
and ordered the immediate reinstate¬ 
ment of the stenographer who had 
moved the Supreme Court and directed 
his emptoybr, Paradeep Port Trust, to 
My his legal eipense. Justice P. N. 
Bhagawati, who beard tW appeal, re¬ 
marked that stenographers of the cen¬ 
tral secretariat are known to work for 
la wyen on pan -time basis. Justice D. A 
DesB Ught-minedly added that it was 
almost implied in the servwe conditions 
that they use the typewriter and station* 
ery someUmei for their «»wn needs— 
Inorin Exoress (Cindbya Kattookanm, 
Trkhur, Kerala) 

BANGALORE: Does a slight change in 
the site for a building require a double 
foundation-laying ceremimy? Yes, 
according to the Bangalore Slock Ex¬ 
change. The foundation ter its building 
will M laid tomorrow for the second 
rime in about throe years. The first 
ceremony took place on 7 May 1979 
when chief minister Devaraj Urs, who 
happened to be the chief guest .did not 
turn up but his speech was read out by 
the th^ finance minister, S. M. Yayha. 
The chief minister, Cundu Rao, will lay 
the foundation of the same Bangalore 
stock exchange building tomorrow (3 
Pebruaryl at lO.JO am at almusr the 
same site, but with a slight change in 
the spot-Deccan Herald (R. J. Rudn- 
gues, Bangalore) 

ALLAHAUD: Why did Prime Minisiei 
Indira Gandhi lose the electicm in 1977? 
Maybe because she did not take a din at 
tbe Sangam him during the Kumbha 
MeU early that year. Talking to news¬ 
men, Or Karan Singh who was a member 
of the union cabinet ai the time, said h« 
had accompanied Mrs Gandhi to the 
Kumbha Mela. He took a dip at the 
Sangam but Mrs Gandhi did not. Dr 
Earn Singh said that after the 1977 
election, be told Mrs Gandhi in a lighter 
vein that she had lou because she 
avoided a holy dip and he bad won 
because he tooc it—fnd/ae Express (K. 
C Tbomaa, Secunderabad) 


vOnini^flB 

1 have seen many ups and downa in 
my life—T. Anjieh, Andhra 
Pradesh CM. after being rebuked 
by Rajrv Gandhi, quoted in The 
Hindu 

Every chief minister has become an 
Aniulay—Rgjeshwir Rao, CPI 
general secretary 

If Antulay thinks he can put preu- 
ure on the high command ne b 
living in a fooTs paradise—Sita 
Ram Kesri, AICC(l) treasurer 

Tbe Congress(S) does nut seem to 
know its own mind—Charan Singh 

Look at the people and see for 
yourself whether it is sycophancy 
or support. Where is rhe question of 
’lycuphancy?—Rajiv Gandhi 

Indiraji is a goddess. 1 prostrate 
before her and I will continue to do 
su—Babasaheb Bhcsale, Maharath* 
tra CM 

We were never as close (to the 
Russians) as the Americans said we 
were—Indira Gandhi in an inter¬ 
view With VS Warld and Newt Re¬ 
port 

Now, the department of agriculture 
IS mobilised, ihe cowsheds are ster¬ 
ilised. the cows are immuniaad, the 
milk is homogenised, the supplies 
are motorised, ihe dairies are orga¬ 
nised, the milkmen are unionised, 
tile milk expodk are subsidised, the 
political leaders energised, and the 
result is that the Indian consumer is 
victimised—Vice President M. 
Hidayaiullah 



When I see big houses empty, I feel 
like filling them up with my peo¬ 
ple—Mother Teresa 


I'm not very happy about the indus¬ 
try that 1 used to be in—I liked it 
b^ter when rhe acmrs kept their 
clothes on-Ronald Reagan 

In places like Delhi young writers 
sooner or later become prwcupied 
with isms and theories and in strok¬ 
ing I heir pipe^ and beards—R. K. 
Narayan in interview with India 
Today 
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FORHAN’S 

the toothpaste 
created by adentist 





IN THIS SWRKUNG 

GOLDEN 
JUBILEE YEAR 

WE REDEDICATE 
TO THE CAUSE OF 
CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL 
ASPIRATIONS OF THE PEOPLE 


S 



A 


SPCCIAl INK 



BMl P^NS 


DUPlICAriNG INK GUM t PASH 


and 
many 
more 


STAMP FAO 
6 MK 


helps strengthen your gums 
while it cleans your teeth 

Gttm trouWM could mean lost ol HaaHhy M«th 

Dtntim lay if teeth ere not cleaned 
properly e thin layer of bacteria caHad 
pUouc, which forme around your 
icetn and guma, etarta accumulating. 

Thu leads to tartar which weakens and 

K shee away gums caudM even 
akhy teeth to (all out. Gum ttoublee 
can also harm health In general 
Fochan*e protection lor the guma 

Dr. Forhan*s exclusive formula with 
V ■ tt» special aetrtngent strengthens 
rl A gums to help you resM gum troubles. 

I [ /^y I So brush your teeth end massage 
I il /J I y^T gums with Forhan’s Toothpaste and 
' * ■ rorhan's Double Action Toodibrvih. 
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KNSIIAllKNS. PH0T0U0Ufmit$ 
mSERTATION «TS. PAST! k AOHClIN. 


Mil PCN mruLS. 
OCMSfMKfOR 
PfHS k lAll HHi. 


niPlER I SMlfS 
SCENTIfl EMIfM. 


STIMa COMECTHHi 
FIWQ. 

UAMHeitt. 

oeiftf HI. 



Fch* the gums 


CAMIIN f nVATe ITO. 
SIAlfONfPV OIVISIQN. I0M6AV 4M 091 
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M«t WUMKf 

MPIUMPAVBMI 


ALLOW BHAGYALAKSHMI TO ENRICH YOU 


Tot«l ffiM rnofwy: m. 4,OOjPOP 
Toul Mo. ol #Nm : JS JOI 
Mmo MormtMd bv Mm 


Muy yoM tiebot MMi^l 
Fric* par ti^at fia. t(- 
raanadNTiv cmuma 


DKIH 


M.V.S.PAMAOA MAU, tAA.. 

OKKiof «f StPM M 

Otr«ef« ^ SmI^ t$ ¥i pgt, 
Ccu mn mt n x o< Aotftwa AtMmA. 
lO-l-llM/t/l. A.C. GuafOi. 
HrMM-weoo4. 


AAtfhra ^ M »ft Stai* Tr«dA9 
^epOf*ttM Urf.. 


A^^DHKA PHADt SHS^AH IGT^tnilS 

M N-i*v t I > 
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EVEN AMETHI'8 ANIMALS ARE 
BEING NURSED 


RAJIV f'-MttAi bsf iiMEid auniag 
hil Lok Sikbs c^BitllssBcy. 
Aasthi. is e ^JA^us wsy, Bis coaid* 
riMMy msniim bsvt Mftsd bold¬ 
ine modiral^ld csMpi ia tbt vil* 

!•••$: €VM Dm SOt bSOS 

loriotion. Eyt^porstloo cinpi 
bm bm boM, b wbkb mom 
1400 CAlsrsct oporntioBi bsvs 
bm csrrM one, froc of coot. 
CyBBocolOiiftt. KU podltthdAiu 
fro* tbi towu bovo boon tskoo to 
tho vUlAict at A*otbl fonriro—nr 
by Ifr GAodbi't poopio Md iBiw SO 
csoiM hsvi bm hold. Campa bow 
olao bm bold for ibo dlMoUd, is 
•^h rahookluiiro ^ booriBS oido 
bm bm dUtribvtod. Os 2 t Joao- 
ify, vttorlBory coapo wort bold is 
20 plocoo In tho eonotitooBCy. Ur 
Ctndbl 000 1 to bm takss tbo 
torn ‘nurtine iho coBotlraosey* 
rttbor liceraUy. 



JUjh fooNnbno 


SHOCKED TO DEATH? 


tHE ooddon dootb of B dopny 
dirocior (InioUieooco) of fao- 
como tM dopoftswQt. « Aoboki 
Hotol A fow otoatbi md» bso kit 
Buny ooaior offkoro o> dw laeoi 


Buny ooator onworo m ttt iseono 
doportaiODt poraWisd. tbo do- 
coMM officor bod am iaolCBd to 
dinaor by • loodlag cbtrtorod 
occountwit of (bo csphsl. who H 
roputodly vofy clooo to tbo top booo 
of tbo eoatrsl board of dkoot tom. 
vnwB tbo officor rooliMd cbos bo 
bad bm esUod to tbo botol is 
connoctloB with a raid bo bad cos- 
ductod CO ■ firidobsd fins a day 


bafora, bo woa ibockod la tbo 
lOBtMa. bo bod booB csbta to 0 
roon ia tho bocU sad latrodocod to 
am aocklHoa osd oosn pbete- 
onpha too noy bm boos taboo. 
Tin atibo d o ffkoi ' coUapoad ia 
dn botol nd WH 0000 ooelarod 
dood. Tbo sotra dUaoC nako bpod* 
liaoi b«t Bpo olrkart aro wnr 
cf accostisf Mtotlasa (m 


nowovor, bia proadaicy to Iba top 
boaa of (bo dopanamt nskoa sen 

offkora thisb nrko baforo r€ioc^ 
iae tbo nrltttioos 


SHIVAJI ... SHIVAJI... SHiVAJI... 


AFTER inatillini a Bbooslo as tba 
cbitf nlniitor of Uaharasbtra 
(thoufb the MW CU ia M doacaa- 
dost of Shivaji). offotta art boiaa 
nado in Now Dolhi 10 atart a aousd* 
and-lipht show on tbo Ufo of Shiva* 
ji. The vonue undor coanderatioa. 
i(raneoly. is cbe Purina Quila, tho 
ruins of the fort which was occu- 
plod by Babar. Hunarun and 8bn 
ohab Suri, but comiiuy not Shivaji. 
The Cbhatrapeti Shivaji U^araj 
Memorial Conoiittoe. which has 
amona Its manbers boon oUniitar 
(fyani Zail SiQ|h and the VIrat 
Hindu Samnelan orsaniser, Dr 
Karan SInih. is plaonine the ion-e^ 
tumian at ibe Purina Quila be* 
cause there is already a sisiilar 
show on the Mu|hal niJort at (he 
Red Fort. As It was built by Sbah- 

e han, e soa er-lunfero 00 the 
uphill there is understesdablo. 
But the Purina Quila has bad oe 


•saodaiioo whatsoever with Shiva- 
ji, tho treat Maroeba warrior. Pun- 
naQuiki, inddoDtaUy, is rmtod to 
be on the lito of the min of tba 
lodrepraibii of MababhoNta 
nows, ti was fron boro that Shoe 
Shah Sun brMy reipood whan he 
ousted Humayun, the secoad 
Muahal ruler. Altar ropMAiap pow¬ 
er, HtuBoyaB died insdo tius ton. 
So, if aoy aouad-aad-lipht show at 
all has to K pkaaod for tba Purina 
Qiila. why sbotdd tia Mahabharata 
or tho ooor oariodi of ibe fort's 
history be foriettea? But the 
Cbhttrapati Sbivaii Uaharai 
UoBMrlol CosBloeo does not want 
to step here. A prippaal by Dr 
Ksna to tuaBi^cbe ImUib 
I nitHute nr DMeico Pcadiet end 
Anel^ after Shivaji k alao under 
coBaMeratiefi, Mr Amley baa car- 
iBl&iy left bektod a «£ af *Sbl* 
vBika.' 


WHATOIDSHARIEF 
WANT TO SEE? 


WHBN dN D**lt byna wd- 
dm took ^aea da Am on Z 7 
ianiMfy, (be sMimr ^ Man lar 
raltwm. mabed 

to lbs Bodde i atsa. which via but 
BBti^ Whiat was iBBBtaral waa 
(bat I* bad os Ua ttaS a proup of 
faaaii wRb wbon ba want to eke 
Tv MMnI scral^l fron icd- 
daat aha. 

CONG (H RAUY 
CANCEUED 

THE piopoaod Ceittraea(l) extrm- 
nnu on £be But Oob lawns on 12 
February (Delhi Diary, 7 February) 
has bean canoUod. Im decision to 
bold tba rally, which was expected 
(0 attract IS lakh poople. wu taken 
•t a neetloi of the uMlan Youth 
Ceaprend) aational caundi in the 
last week of Jaattary. The meetlni 
was attendee by Mr Rajiv Gandiu 
and Mr Ania Hehru, the two 
*theerttldaBs'' of tho orpanisatloa. 
But a few days later the rally was 
caacelled. Reeaon: The younp Con- 
preasmen an poinp to orpanise a 
rally efter all ma opposition ralUes 
in order to arm t^ can draw a 
bdppar crowd chan anyone else. 


nau on the But CJab lawns on 17 
February (Delhi Dian, 7 February) 


TOP NTC OFFICER 
UNDER CBI PROBE 

THE ustern subsidiary of the 
Natloaal Textile Corporation 
(NTC), wUdi looks Mter the NTC 
triik ia West Aasaa, Bihar 

and Orlaaa, la in e quaadan. A 
aaeler fuacdooil dmcor 01 dw 


cmpviF b uad* a CIt probe. Tba 
aletua woDt to Rad out if tba 
ofReer la tbe avae mm kka was 


aom yean ape anehad froo the 
Wait Beapal Gooperadve Spinnlaa 
Mi&s, Ka^aal, for havlat oocalaed 
hia job u tbe beMa of fake cstifi- 
catea. Reeaatly. dw NTC beadquar- 
tan ia New Delhi ware coofnaiad 
wt^ tba caaa fUa. and tba iDcMeat 
hu Wt afew top olfican raddaced, 
becauaa pntkalar dir ector « 
tbe Calcutta rabddlBry waa asp* 
dally broBpbi ia lim a aill la 
Gujarat by a particular NTC bo». 

TAILPIECE: AFTER tiw Kmsa. 
karaa povenmou* lurvlvad 9 
Tebraary SB (ba basia of alx eai^ 
vom ^ (be Aaae^r Speaker, a 


*8bl* 


Delhi-based MaJayu ioanMUft. 
^0 Is fsBOBi for Us wit, ra- 
■arked: "In (ha etoctiadi p^ 
deal pertiea hm » dai^ on tba 
cam vDta, but (a naan in power 
(bay need (te caMbM am/ 

0. E. NtZMAJPPM 












Profit iiawMmutIc 16 oiff on. BatitmcuainuchnioK: itmnnt 
that Air-tmlla ha;;Mcc««l8d In • ^obd alifirw oUto UKi cmt^ 

triun^ 4 )ant ' 

h W8S noaa^r talk and k nwmt a lot ihouldos to tht wharf, 
innovative idaaa vwa imptmantid; to save hid, optkniw fleet ufitetkm and 
plancost-effidenti>outes.^ktaaq^nwasurcswerartqipadupe<«U)iyMt^oi 

(q>erafton. . 

wdfcout oom p wM iiili i! ^ the hi^ itandanb of Ak-inda*» 
service tothepNin^ir. 

^ ii . fiii ^M havebonii&ult Tteiiamomentof sBtti fBclIenhBt^ . 
comiJlKency. Aar lie good walk mult 90 on. 

Thedhg siwt fly hk^. 

•• 

\ 




^ % 






/VIKKES f>4SHiON NEWS 


flsMl 


I 




•Htf iNTtaliv*. 
^ Ml hAVt 

Mch. Iht ipffl 

wr«ldHwrt*AA 
IhfMArM 
MAWrmtffac 
ifflirf* win* 
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EvM 7 BOAth,K 9 
pr«MMiOYir 4 «B 
I of radoiivt iMfBi 
• Vo««. ^ 

^ AaorigiB^edl 
1 thit r«fMi ih» 
j eoioin, 

W punX 9 in vora;^ 
^ Mbatka ^ 


5 ?^ 


» pnmd <0 AM 


Avti)«W M alT 
M clotK ahopi aiu 
Tta. Ihaiai RtUfl ftk 


„ Vtf wTT . 
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Look for this suarantce on your tyres:'nylon 
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Switch to nylon 
the proven tyre 
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Nirlon Synthetic Fthrv* t 
Chemicals Ltd. 

\ ■ M 'll I 

. H 1 .. A . IV- 


nir<§rd 

nylon tyre cord 


LIIOA$«inC*fO MW 



Si/pr S«ryic» (lnd«) P 0 Boh 7665 Sombor 400 067 

fiorrbay; 36964i/45 MN: Cokvtig! 431666/433760 Moi: 62960 


Fo' thow of yoiJ Who oro srill 

oround «very time wont to 
spoolt to someooe m another port of 
your oH<e. v>e have some ^ood news. 

The Sleek 60 from Superphone i$ 

9»ng ID make things reoHy oosy for you. 

mot we're offering now is me 
Iree-tolk focilrty. 

It ollows you to talk to o person 
even without lifting the handset, Just 
touch a key, and the onqlog circuit for 
fe(7tH«touch operotion tokes over 
lets you COrry on a conversohofi 
With fo^ro-foce cktrfty. 

Besides, it still hos oH those other 
features which moke the Sleek 80 tfw 
best intercom there >$: engoged'tone 
secrecy, pogmg ond conferee fociitties 
ond for visual identification to let 
you knenw who’s colling. 

Artd when you see 1t« ^k. 
two-tone colour combinghons, you'll 
wonder why you woited this 
If you wont to stop wolking, 
iet I itort tolking_ 


r 


lycuwrttefc*,. 
ycuoorft hcM to>6clc 

Hyderobod: 75933 Songolore; 26670 





Meet the electric lights 
that impose a'power cut 

on themselves 



Over tfw years the netting industry 
has been working to dev^op kmpe ot ever 
increasing effionKy. 

Peico with meir access to Philips ted)* 
nc4ogy have developed a whcfle new oreed oi 
lamra for this power*scBrce world. Lamps 
andog^ting systems that offer more light out* 
put per watt at minimum cost. 


lanpi with s bull-in mntt of 
reipofttUlity 

Ihe new breed of high*effidency lamps 
ecoiuKTuses on its electricity consumpdon 
without economising on the amount of iOumi- 
nation it gives. And since the lamps consume 
less eiwigy, they are much less expensive in 
operation and more than pay for tnemaeivcs 
in use. 


Ins electricity 


light aa of 


For instance, the Arcenta Superlux 
lamp. It directs most of the light demmwards. 
Thus giving you 30% more light where you 
need it than other lamps of tlw same wattage. 
Or take the f^ips TL series of fluorescent 
lampsO.e. tube bahts design^ for homes and 
offices and shops; which emit five times the 
amount of light as dial of a GLS lamp of com* 
parable wattage and have five times the life. 

The Ml l^W blended Ught lamp esn 
replace a GLS 200W bxrm giving the same 
luminous output but at iO% less electrical 
load. 

And in the case of halogen lamps(for 
floodlighting and area lighting)/ the bte of the 

isedto 2000 bu mine 


lamp has been increa; 


hours compared to 1000 burning hours of a 
GLS lamp. Gmipared to a GLSlamp its effi* 
ciency is 16% more and its life span is double. 
Hence, tremendous energy savmg could be 
obtain^ by its use. 

And the Hi^ Pressure Sodium Vapour 
lamp (for bghting sbeetS/ outdoor areas wd 
factories) saves you 35% power over the 
ffi^'Piessure Mercury Vapour lau^. 

There's a whole range of odier powv 
saving lamps that has been devak)pea ftv 
every application: for Hghdng st reA s , 
factories/offices, shops and hones, lids table 
shi^ hw you can mt the lamps to use to 
save power effortiessly. 



SiMte 


oivm 

IncanaNonM listp 

Af|gm» SvpeHita 4VW 
Bowt RrfleciaraOW 


GISISVMVSODW 
tnandcseeM hfftp 

OwnpUhd 7!V10(V19CIW 
KedeWorltmp 

ao% 

CIS2G0W 

Inaiidtmftl katp 

MI. MOW 

BlntlMlanip 

v/% 

Ml MOW 

Wfnitffl hmf 

ifftw 

Mmury V*potirlioi|» 

42% 

KRaaow 

Mfftufy V«pew Imp 

SONVW 

Sodnim V«pourl«rnp 


GISIODW 
Inoffidncvnl limp 

hUcsvit 1(3Q0WUinf> 

»% 


By switching over to these power sev* 
^ing lamps a sijenlBcant amount of savings can 
be ichwed. Even a saving of 10% in total 
tilting if effected, wouldmeet the additional 
. requirementsofdomestkand industrial light¬ 
ing. Our country needs all the watts it can 
find. Let's nuke a beginning—in our homes, 
in offices and in industries. 

If you would like to know more about 
saving energy through planned lighting, 
write to: Peico Electives and Electneau 
Limited, Lighting Division, Band Box Bldg., 
2nd floor, Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worii, 
Bombay 400 025. 


SAVE ENERGY 


A wad saved 
is a watt generated 


Philipa—the trusted Indian housrifetM name 
roroverffityyeara 



PHILIPS 

Peico Bactfonics A Electricals Lknttod 




Why ride just a bike 
when you can ride a legend ? 









Irf ihe export buiineii. 
the longest friendships 
ere not necessarily 
forever. 

Because, apart from an 
overseas buyer 
defaulting or going 
Insolvent there may be 
other developments 
which may result in your 
buyer not being able to 
pay or not being able to 
transfer the money to 
your own eurrenoy. 


Anyone of these 
eventuahties can drive 
you out of business. 

ECGC has prevented 
that from happening to 
many, many exporters. 

ECGC has a wide 
portfolio of credit risk 
policies and bank 
guarantees. 

Risk and credit apart, 
there are also other 
reasons why you should 


meet ECGC and talk 
about your plans. 

Don'* wait for the worst 
to happen. Meet ECGC 
now. 


For mort fAformtllon oontKl: 


£m>RT 

cecDire 

OOMANTH 


I* lOvtMMM 0* 

HMd omoo: EioroM Towtri. 10th Phot. 
fimmtnPvni aomMv40002l 


When an overseas buyer 
changes his mind 
will you have to change 
your business? 


Wt wnt you to take on opportunity rather than a chance! 











C^ri 

has 23 vital (bods 
they need 
everyday. 


Growing children have 
ipecial needs, since 
they normaUy comptece 
most o1 their growth 
by the age of 15 or 16. 

That's why your children 
need COMPIAN—now. 

COMPLAN not only has 
proteins (20%) but also 
the best proteins (milk proteins) 
childcen can get. It also contains 
22 other vital foods that 
children need in their growing 
years. Remember. COMPLAN Is the 
planned food most recominer>ded 
by doctors. 

COMPLAN comes in delicious 
Chocolate. Cardamom'^ Saffron and 
Strawberry flavours^^and also Plain 
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Tha Bombay adibon ol fha fpidian wh)0h was loOtad om 

on 1 Novambar 1981. has raappeorad. StflnaHrno a viciotv lor as 
owner. Pamnaih Ooarka. and eoparani dafaai tv (rada uofomai. 
Or Dana Samani How did rt coma about? WTmh wars ow laauaa 
ai auKa^ Can iha fjrorass look lorward lo rdusuiai paaea? M. X 
Akbar pesad lhaaa and oihar ouasliona >o Mr CoanU ■> a 
daUiiad. aiciuaiva intary«w Also. Dana Samam taa$ Opa Talks 
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PUNE RIOTS: REVENGE 
FOR MEENAKSHIPURAM 
M.J. AKBAR reports 


;nge 

JRAM 

irts 


cottar M, J. Akbar 


Am^m I0m S^> rWv OiW Sinrtif TegaM' fMn 
yiMri S^ a»4iM Oamk Viv« &*ngvB<i. 

Mmovui Hue, $ Um 4 i a**<oe k 

D«a» CvivipaflaiBa S*wb*i*A#M a* 4 fttc^•n'•• a*** MMhu Jiin 
M aWMr apw Ov*** Savr htt OUwief Am'v* ll>*t<fr(Ki«apri 


rwoiiiftid h> Anrai Iww r«tnu IM I AretyHi S«(ii«t s<r««. 
Ctwn* ?cani rr a«far*tvi Aev anr p>-ma m aatam Off«M Pvi ud 
r M CIT SeMm* Ne VW CeWutii )0CM« 


Why is Karala s pokbcs vttated by caste and corrmnai factors 
wlwt ii has auch a high htaiacy rale, an artculaia m«ddla class 
and a strong Maraisi iradrtNn'> And ts fhetp any hooa of it 
ovarcoming ils chronic poHicat >r>siabilKy? Ashok Kamath ax- 
aminas Iha siaia a history and currant poMcai afegrvnania to find 
the answer. PafSTI 
















^^Out ^ the open^M the eun end 
wind... thats the life tor me. tt'$ 
euppeeed to be bad for my ekin. 

But 1 don 't have to worry. I u$e 
BoroUna. Etrery night and every day 
eftar my bath. Borciine protaeta my 
ekin agatnat dryneeeandehapptng 
and heipa haai imtm andeunbum. 
It alaolooka after amaBauta and 
abrealona. Soaummar, WMr, any 
weather, lean be an outdoorglif^ 
and atlll have amooth, healthy akki 
Thank you. Borollne Iff 


Boroline 

Antlaaptic Perfumed Cream 



The hard-working cream 
thatprotecte your akin 


< 
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Pobce watch on Delhi journalists Rajasthan dissidents stronger 

Delhi Munalisu once a^in atcracted polka shadows in 
ebe third week of February in a somewhat farickal replay 
of the close watch plainclothesmeA kept on the press during 
the Emargeocy. Suddenly one evening a dMen odd-looking 
government Mbus became conspicuous ouuide the lENS 
building which houses the Delhi bureaus of over 2S daily 
newspapers. According lo one of the lENS chowkidtn, u 
soon as the chief of bureau of a south Indian daily came to 
the foyer on his way out. a plainclothesman inside the 
premises signalled to friends outside. There was a flurry of 
action. A motorcycJe hidden by a paaa shop was kkked into 
action. A car with a Haryana numberplate pulled out from 
another comer. Tht chase was on, though the journalist had 
no intention of going anywhere tme hone. On the neit two 
days some of the younger journalists took revenge of a kind 
on rhe cops by repeatedly harassing them with questions. 

The cops hastily withdrew to the neat pean shop without 
giving any clue about whom they were shadowing or why. 

Meanwhile, local crime reporters found themselves sha¬ 
dowed at Delhi police headquarters. Everytime a crime 
reporter went to meet a police officer, the CID timed the 
call. Some reporters also believe that verbal orders had 
been issued to senior officers to discourage journalists from 
coining to them for news 

Pawar’s battle of the bulge 


S. C. Mjrtur', food bmc*. iney ire now 

nme, mty be et^mg iW 'T "."“ji;" 

* This development comes 

on lop of the more 'long term threat thsi Mr Mathur 

(aces from Mr Narendra Singh Bhaci who U a close associate 

of Mr Raj iv Gandhi. The two have not been on tJie best of 

terms, with Mr Mathur considaring Mr Bhati tu be an 

41-year oJd Sharad Pawar. former Maherashtra chief eatra-connituiional authority who has direct links with the 

minister and currently president of the severely truncated ?M*s household. Mr Bhati*s hands have b^n strengthened 

CoHMsiS;. has been finding it far easier to shed poJitical by hit former arch enemy, ex-CM Jegannath Pahaola, who 

weight than rid himself of his liberal endowment of adipose is now acknowledgiag hit ieadership. As some Udaipur 

tiuues. Perhaps, after meeting the trim, bearded Chandra MLAs are now veering round to Mr Bhati's camp, a strong 

Shekhar and the svelte George Fernandes at the endJees new alignment within the Congresi(Il is certainly visible on 

roundsof unity dinners, Mr Rawer winied to get rid of some the Rajaaihan horiion. 

of his close to 200 pounds. So he checked into a well known 

nature cure clinic in Bangalore where diet and activity an .. • 

strictly reg^ated. But so far all he has managed to lose la MOOp&nSr SUtl6rS & S^tDdCk 
some poUticai weight. Mr Piwar la not the only one to .■ ^ 

believe that looks matter. He and severel membenof the Film actor Sivaji Canesan's nomination to the Rajya 
Vasantdada Fatil ministry used to troup to the Taj's health Sabha in place of tu late Nergu Dutt meens a setback tor 
club regularly, when they were in power. The treerment. Mr G. K. Moopenar. The Coogressll) general secretary had 
from exercises to sauna, that they received was obviously advocated the cendidature of Hindi film star Amitabh 
on the house. Unfortunately the women of the politkaJ Bachebao. But it was defence minister R. Venkitiramen 
species remain totally unconcerned about tbelr looks. One. A^td TNCC(1) president M. P. Siibramaniam who menaged 
withes ti^ would follow the example of the glamorous to push thiou^ the nomination of Sivaji Ganesan. 
Shalinitai who was the only one who came to the Mantra* 

Any safety on Indian Airlines? 

Tba domiaant dotaeack airline does not seem to think 
that flight aafety la e fulltime concern of the airline. When 
ev e r y airtine keeps trying to tighten up every loophole to 
prev^ any acenant. ladian Airlines has displayed Itt 
diaragvd lor the aubjeo b:* giving Captain 8. K. BhailQ, the 
Manager of flight sefety who Is bnied at the airlina 
hoadqiiaiten lo Delhi, an additional raapooiibilin^o 
Mepege the regionel airiint Viyudoei. Is Indien Airwea 
serlAf that flight aafety is not iaportent enough to deaerve 
a runtime mBaafcr? As for Viyudoot: oae of the fuiudeit 
stories ebout "tbu bralawave fa that in its Hrat 24 fllghca it 
canted ooly 23 farepeytag pameagMt. Anyona sua on 
board waa Mviag a mw ride. 

Govind Nihalini making film on lAF 

The Indian eir force golden jubilee eeJebretiont have 
inapirad Bhashi Eapoor and Govind Nihalini to make a 
feature fUn on-ilia lives and loirea of fighter pilots. Though 
the IAF wiU not asiist financially, it has pledged all 
cooperation and facilltits to director Nihalini and pmucar 
Kapoor Bbooting for the film has already begun and should 
be completed mibln the golden jubilM year. 


Does Pawar wanr to took like Chandra SheJJia/.’ 

















Like father 

C ofl^tuUitidni (or tho <ovtr ttorv» Tv 
tbe top. qvift)yO Prbnjftry tnd tbc 
•ccomponvini intoivirw wiih the new 
fiatAce sunister, Mr Prviab Mukherjee, 
by M. ). Akber Both, the profilet and the 
interview, were excellent pieces which 
introduced $ powertul man about whom 
little was known till now. 

Aaiiak Da^, AJok Dot, Tintukio 

The dco to the new finance muiuter*e 
iiwcew lies in his parentace Pranab 
Uukherjee’i father, a bfelong CoBfrese> 
Aui hir^lf, had suffered impruoAment 
for raore fh4n IS years and atier release 
iroBi prison he was interned in Myrnan^ 
Oistrict {now in Bangledesh) Jawa* 
barlal Nehru had noremeted hm • men' 
her of the Constituent Assembly and 
later a member o( Parliament. Pranab 
Uukberjee has inherited hu father's 
loyalty to the party and its leader. 
IWte Ghtrn, toSeutto 

1 led that Mr ftanab Kumar Mukherjec 
wai rightly chosen by the Prime Minister 
to take over ibe finance portfolio in the 
recetu ccbiijet reshuffle. He certaialy 


deserrae the ptm, taking into accoua i his 
experieoce, e ifki eiw y , and hard working 
and pra^atk nature. I once bad the 
opportunity to meet him when be was 
confeacrce miniMer. Those days 1 was 
with AIK and was being victimised by the 
authoririea. I still reasember how patient 
h and artanttva^ Ur Mukherjee had 
lifteDed to By gnevances and proapily 
done whai he nad promised ate lU would. 

I waa very impressed by his gentle yet 
efficient personality. I wish hue all ibe 
beat for the future. 

If. leme. f)ar>eefiag 

While (he cover noiy and mterview were 
very good, we could not accept the 
iinange minisier's last sutemem where 
he says *t have no time for Bengal 
politics.” After alk ha b a son of this soil 
He should Had time for Us pditks. 
P Aeahri, 'Daha&ah GtAgufy, Ca/curte 

The laxpaye/s are finding out that those 
*ileapleai nights” which Ur Pranab 
bfukheriaa .iiuietiied from Mr Venk- 
atanman haga been conveniently peued 
on to them! 

rv. Omsk Now Dolhi 

Without detracting from the merits of 
the new linance muufier and without 
caJt^ any aepenions on him. one b 
incline to fed ilui gone are the days 
when a CD. [>cshfflukh or a T.T Krisn* 
naaaebah occupied the (laance minis' 
ter's chair. In a Htuatioe when loyalty 
mailers more than anything else, medioc' 
ritiaa art bound be caiapujied to the top. 
S.O. AJi 2ardiV ifydervbatf 

Thanks for MUishing the profile of Mr 
Pranab Munherjee. Our country is cer 
uinly in need of farsghted and efftcieni 
men and Franeb habv is surely one of the 
fow clean men kft in Krs Gaodiii*s 
durber. 

A. AMBd, OtridJi (BihMf) 

I was very happy to read your interview 
with t^ new IlnaDce mimster* The quas* 
tioos were searching and the interview 
w» aseviiAgful and Interesting. But I 
would just like to point out one thing: 
pUnniBg and budgeting imply forecast- 
ing. advance dednwvmalfing and action. 
If there is a change every now and then. 


What a country this is! 


R eadi.'^f Pritisb Kandy's inteiTiew 
witk S. Janaki Aimnai, *J di^T 
andersuud bis work, bur / imew htr 
wintt* {'/ PebruaryX I fUt «d and 
vriiai a country this b. There 
is $6 much neglect to tba aaaery of noa 
of tha natio.i's ableet soot whila smth' 
istt pobsioens we being edoraed and 
remebbared. 

fewaiy. yamahedpur 


I peatly appraciated the interview with 
KimMUjan'i widow. Betag an admirer ef 
tha gatUua. I hava always wondered what 
,kiM ef a peraofl be must kavp been. True 
(0 your tradition, you cracked down the 
0C& one who knew him cloaely and 
''.vhea, uAfottuAiteiy. tha world seems to 
hava forgottao: his wifa. 8. Jantki 
AflunaL Ii it not ironic that iritUe lUme> 


mijen's pormiti adorn the wails of many 
a criBd iastitutiM, his widow is left 
forlorn and poorl 
Deapak Derrg Bomhay 

Tba interview was vary touching. One 
Burn laarn the lessoa from S. Jinaki 
o| bov lo !]£• steteaBy evee 
ie its darker Boaents. Hay God give her 
courage and simgib. 

Shsifu JhaojhunwMis. Cokotts 

It wu heartening to laarn that at lassi 
the West BenjM gevernmeni wu moved 
enouAh by nicuh Kandy's ankle to 
macnon a ip«iel monthly pensioii of Rs 
200 to Srinivesa IUmaBaiaa*s widow. 
Congratulations to both the writer and 

SWDAV. 

8.5. Kigeswarao. Erode 


it only indicates that there hu been 
neither planning, nor budgeting, nor con> 
irol over (he economy. If im new finance 
minister really wants to imOTove the 
economy, (o bring about stability and to 
control gailoping inflstion, he must coor¬ 
dinate uie ]»1icies and budgets of all 
ectmomic ninistrles and public iKior 
projects, insist on ail tbe increases in 
isies, prices, freights, costs, etc. being 
announced in Pebruary-Mirch 1982 for 
the year 1982-13, and theresfier allow 
the economy (both public and privite 
sectors) to work under stable conditions 
without giving any opportunity or incan- 
liva (or a price hike. 

It is lime that the government intriiK 
diked this discipline in its own workJjtg, 
particularly in toe year earmarked as tha 
* production year.** 1 feel that a young 
and dynamic (inince minuter like Mr 
Pranab Mukherjee will be able to under¬ 
take (his difficult job. 

N.N A/ruwala, New Delhi 


Hisiory has a habit of repeating itself 
and it will be so in the case of Mr Pranab 
Mukherjee toe, Jn 1986, under pressure 
from Mrs Indira Gandhi, Mr Sachindra 
Choudhary had taken the drastic step of 
devaluing (he Indian rupee and hit fata 
was sealed During the Emergency. Mr 
Pranab Mukherjee. who was in charged 
ihe banking deparrment, took several 
hasty steps. One of them was to increase 
the credit authorisation limit from Ks 
one crore to Rs two crores. in order to 
find finance for the Maruti project. To¬ 
day, in order to revamp the economy, Mr 
Mukherjec will have to take drastic 
decisions. What he does not realise is 
that the orderi will come from Mrs 
Gandhi U they show results, she will 
take the ctedit and and if (bey end in 
failure, Mr Mukherjee will be out d the 
cabinet 

Antuid R. Desbpeode. 5dtpur 


Tbanks for bringing ui face to face with 
(he new finance minister. 1 hope he can 
reaOv accelerate economic development 
and his policies do not hit the impover* 
iabad middle class, especially the salar* 
ied ' 


group. 

ftniub BhatredMrJee, Kanpur 

_ Not true _ 

T he Nagaland goveniment's attention 
has b^D drawn to tha report For^ 
i^ers issue—Assam’s winttr of bombs 
by Santanu Ghosh (9 January) which 
eiTooaously stated that the chid miius- 
ter d Nagaland, Mr J.B. Jasokie, had 
\ w two Assam students’ aglta- 

idUri- 


called on 

tioo leaders, Pruhilia Hahanta and 

C l Pbukan. at the gwenunent gaett 
ouse when they visited Kohima in 
November 1981. The reference to the 
chief minister in the report ia false and 
enooeout. Tha chief minisiar of Niga* 
land had never been to the state guait 
bouse in Kobima at any (jme in Novem¬ 
ber 1^81, nor had ha aver called on tha 
two Assam students agitation laadari. 
td. Zinyu, speciMj officer fprawj arreebed 
ro Che chid minisrer, Aid minittor's 
secretsfiau Kohisra 


I wltt ikli Itttvr la I ftan ol sbodt. 

Wb«B I rm4 W tba atwtMpm the 
f< p o m on the ilaufhier pt WljeM ia 
Serinipor. only nectloa had beoh *$• 
theyVe 4ofW li afala. Tbk ii booad to 
MUM MOM ouro UOWflOH.* Tb«a I 
ilowly foriM die tnck iaddeai. Ii aS 
Mftd do Cm* r—p»>d froM reeUtjn It 
could wall hare happened la Meaeoua. 
KowereTi M.JJLkber'i naaierplece, A 
ta/e 9i rwe nUafea (7 February) her 
ihocked n« out « ny eperhy. 

Mr Afcbar hu drawn lucn • vivid 
piccure that ii pve me eeveraJ aUepleu 
nifhu. How can the lead, which hei 
traditionally believed in iioo*violaaca, 
witneei and ibcn overioofc ibeee lad* 
deatt? Such ahaMly eveeii era ebvMib 
a aympcom of the rot that hai set in. I (alt 
more lad readinf about thoM pathetic 
leaden ol oun> nuhlai to the piece and 
thofi (eriattlAi about w cruMi u their 
own Khemanp. WLU we ever be eble to 
taste tha plonoui eivilleatioft that we are 
auppoaed to have had far the last S.OOO 

yeers7 

Jt.V. Jhft, Aenpeiore 

The piece wts novel In style and pr» 
MUtaiion. While revaalini the Sarhum 
ereaedy atbaustlvalyi vouheve affactn4> 
|y focuaaad on the rtlevance ol Satyajit 
fUy'i film St^ri. set aieinit the bach* 
froued ol the fSTOis It is really 
to rtaUea that la a country Uko eura 
where the lovonmant boasts ol takiai 
cart of Its unprlvileaed class, such inbu* 
man thinei art itilf takine place, 
(reuren Bhttteclreiyyi, Cakurte 


Eftotieh is onoi^. On toadlof your arti* 
cla, I am conltdeni that your ciualty 
knows no bounds. PlaaM stop aipoalnj 
tho nakod and ugly facts ol our todan 
oUioa. I lycBpatbiao with thaee alitos woo 
probably sbuddar at ibo sight ol Sumur 
chaao days and asauro thorn that dMlr 
olood'iiajaad swords are still mightior 
than SvetMY'a poo. 

& JhenecharToe, Gauhati 

On reading Mr Akbar'a atory, 000 abttd' 
ders at bow such erimca are a *reeli^ la 
our *elvUiiod* nadon. Itla ahoaafuTthat 
inatoad ol liadioi tho eulpritt. cho poUti* 
ciaat are axplmtiaa the aituatioa for 
their own iwlah enu. Certain^, U? la 
fan acQuirlag tho atatuo of tho *UgUon 
Prad^" la India. 

Jl.ll. Aapoor, Chandigarh 


A tale well told 


Tha artide wOI loog ho nmenherad at a 
piece ol tt^orb reportiad. IlMie who had 
eipesad tteir utter n ai vota by gueatton* 
lag tho rMaviaca ol PreB^ud*s itory ia 
today’s airnajtton htvt toon givea a fit* 
dag reply. The iuauuueed aceaarioa 
under ^ heeds ol ’Rcaliiy' ead *Ari' 
send a ahnrr dowa the spioe. And the 
pebtkal drame pleyed eretmd evory 
fuch receai eareaga u simply tvkeaing 
Oiljp Jfoy, Jtmmidpai 

The dividiag Uee batwaae *reeUiy* aad 
is vary thin. As I wii readlag 
through (he aiovy, I was conataatly get* 

a cenfuaad about which wm fact and 
b was fictioe. 

G> VirwiaathaA lam bay 


1 ^ ui hope the artkla prevaa 10 bo an 
aye<opetiar for tha raigaiAg lords of the 
oatahiiihaeat. Tha Justapcoticft ol 'art* 
•ad VoaUty* was MOtarty. but whatovor 
the qualittea ol tho fUm. thty caaaoi 
surpaia ibt ft ol the artido 00 


lumoB aad in* 


the qualittea ol the fUm. they caaaoi 
surpaia the ft ol the artide oai 

the true Sarhupur IdjUaga. 

U. A. FaiaU, polka officer, tatiher 
iiihar) 

Hj. Akber’t ertkio ww a mervelloua 
fiaca oi wrMag. As eaeal. Satyuit IUy*i 
talacOm at story la good, but Iv Ahbar 
could penriy a better Mture by hit 
comsarlaoa with ^ inhuaien aad in* 
credlMe true story. 

V. S: Majaa, MmHa 

Kill off to you. I place ona eaoro (eatbn 
in yotf cap lor wrMag tho aoviag 
eniw. 

N. Saaapatky, Meahir 

U tho present ara at cotiauoua steep 
rise ia prkan^teMl^diaapcommodicy 

aiaM^aaur. Naw Dajti 


U it aot sod that cboee very people who 
shad not e aiagte ^op of tear at tho 
tragic maeteau of the harijane. shed 
galSmi at taan at the eo<alkM coavar* 
slooi? 

SM Zamaa Skata^ Beagbiy 


MJ. Akbar'i c 
Him and the S 
knt. Bat Ui «i 
view i a bacty 
from e rcceat 1 
aaid: *Tbt at 


m barwea a IUy*i 
iacidaot la cical* 


t quote a few Uaae 
I d Mn Gaadhi. She 
■ on hirii«ai end 


adivmiia muK be condemned In tha 
aeveresi words. There are 00 two opln* 
ieaa that dtey should be pr a ventad from 
bappeniag. aut every Incident has dlffe* 
rent reaaons and aspects...* How dellber* 
ataly she evades the basic iaiue by 
idding that last semencel Aad aha claim* 
to be tbo laviour of ha/iJaDa and the 
minoritiaa. 

JC.d Ferbooian, Madhcipur fAiharj 

CMAtuletioni to Suvsat and U.JJlk* 
bar lor tbo ertkle on tha amaeacro ol* 
harilaaa in Sorbupur. Are net cha 
murnartn d hanjana as despkabla • sat 
ol almiaals, if not ctoro, ttmo BUla and 
Ranu who were hanred to death lor tha 
murder ol Stajay ano Geeta Chonra? But 
whet ia our govemmoni doing about 111 
AeFX Bail, wexilngpiuaMoat, all XocUi 
idtada3ad ca$ta, senMuied tribes aorf 
backward dassas developinfJif luridth 
Warn Jeogai cenirai uajt 

It ia a otaner uf naiiofitl ihanM that owr 
aovcnuBsnt ia more bothered about the 
f ]g and the IMF loan, ihes trying to 
endiceic the humiliation and eortun 
ihai the harijans lace in our country. 
CbagJa Mabapotra, Canjam (Orim) 

Aftor ibo barbaroui meaaacros ol DthuU 
and Sarhupur, do we stUl dare to call 
ouroilvea civiluod and domocrailc? Ara 
these hmijana Bapuli'a "child run at 
God?" 

Jatviadar Kaiaal, Chandigarh 

Thanks to Suwoav lor making a Hindu 

S tl ashamed of hii brethren. Such ind* 
nia of kiliinaa ere due to e putriHed 
lodecy ruled by brahmins, the higher 
castts, politicians and the pouca. 
Alihou^ herijans ere suppreaaed all 
over the nation 1 cannot uoderstasd why 
tbeix plight becomes ao eatreme in the 
Uindi'speakang belt, from where the 
lUusuiput Nehru family hails. Perhapa» If 
Nehru ud display^ u much iafaiuft In 
the suffenAgs ol nia own countiypMn as 
he showed in intenaiional affeln. thiaga 
might have been aomawhat batter, h la a 
feet that after Gandhiji. the herliaM 
have really had no champioii ol tbelr 
cause, is it surprising then if they turn to 
either the RSS or to conveniona in order 


to precec 
Cr Vair 


ocect themselvat? 
Vaifuvan, Madras 


Faithful to i^in 


O nce again Baruo Beogupta baa writ* 
tan about tho CFUM) wfthoet hevi^ 
the looai oaderstandiaa either ol Man* 
ism or of the party’s pohciea. He remiukj 
ia hit report on the CFKM)'i elera^ 
party congreei (ilesn 7 Pebrunry) that 
.the perty lesden could 001 eiMrly 

answer wbether they an ready to accept 
the Janata Party. Lok Del •ad' Cm* 

S i(8) as true damocratK forcea. Tha 
MX In fact, hu a very clear und•^ 
ataodiag of tha Indian political attuatlnn. 
The party gMuMy wants a broad uaicy 
•gai^ tuUMrltananiim. although it la 
aw ai o ol tho Uiutatioos ol the nghtm 
partial. Lanin had said, "The mero 
powerful enemy can be vanquished only 
by astordng the utmost effort end by tho 


moot thorough, tarahL oRaDtlva. akitful 
aad oUigaton use af aegr, eren the 
rift bneww the —any 
conflkt ol intarcst among the bourgeoiae 
at the varioas Maat(i« and among tho 
various groupe or typaa ol boureeoiae 

wiikia the verious countries, end sIm by 
lakmg advauiaja ol ny. eveii the som^ 
Mat opportunity at wtaadng a mail alb. 
•vea though thk ally ia t e mp o r ery, vacu* 
ladnm uBrcUable and cost* 

didooal.* And the C?I(M> la stricily 
guided by iMlniat ear ms. Let me asaure 
Mr BonyVa thni the CPlfM) will always 
bo at the veaguard in the struggle 
agalnai communal and luthontirue 
forena. 


asmrdng the utmost effort end by tbo Marmebtoo See, lan^iorv 


Part humaniat? 

^T'aru] Aii*s column. Amiwffy rapoti aa 
X Fifckreo (7 FebiwyX ia somewhat 
pertiaan. Whut he refers to tho suffering 
of Pakbianis, he totally ignores tho 
^Ight of rwonnd a half Afghan 

refugees in Fakiatan. Surely, it moot 
Fekwltn who is responsible for the rioU* 
tion of the human rights ol these h ^aa a 
ralageea. 

Mihir Bain. Cakaaa 

Last letter 

T he other day, my daughter gave a 
good interpmaiion ^ tha IMF. 
She Mid it stands for "Indians Made 
Fools.* 

rs. Suoremaojae, Motritpaiqyao 


T he stor 7 of the Celedari 
brothers it beconiai 
curiouter and curiouser 
The three fled the country 
after caaes of smucgliog 
were filed against them. And sever* 
al men seem to have laboured for 
several yeara with a tea! worthy of 
■ nobler cause ro enable them to 
visit India without fear of being 
jailed. * 

tn a leiter dated 22 December 
1981 to fidr Atal Eehari Vajpayee, 
Mr R. Vanltataraman, then finance 
minister, admitted “It is true that 
the first request in this connecuon 
was received in 1972 and this issue 
was the subject of a good deal of 
correspondence between our mis* 
sions in the CAE and the ministry 
of external affairs, who in turn 
consulted the rninistrv of finance 
and the ministry of law. But his 
contention was that no inter* 
ministerial meeting was held until 
May 1977 to consider the removal 
of the names from the suspect list.” 

What Mr Venkauranan referred 
to was a meeting that took piece on 
19 May 1977. in the room of Mr K 
L. Dalai, additional secretary, 
ministn of external affaire. Present 
were Mr K. M.'L. Chhabri of hone, 
Mr Gajendrm Singh of eatemal ' 
affairs, Mr K. Srinivasan of revanua 
intelligenca. Mr Surjil Singh of ft* 
nance and Dr ^^garwal of liw> And 
the topic, as circulated on 19 May. 
was "the question of removing the. 
names of some leading Anb mer* 
chants from Dubai, including the 
Galadari brothers, from the Mack* 
list (that) has been under consid* 
ericion for quite some time.” 

According to (he minutes of the 
meeting, Mr Dalai said that "some 
vray should be found out. keeping 
in view the changed situation, (o 
allow these people to visit India for 
legitimate business." The changed 
situation, according to Mr Dalai, 
was the fact the GMadari brothers 
"had large scale le^timite bust* 
ness and exercised influence over 
Sheikh Rashid of Dubai.** The 
blacklisting of the Galadari 
brothers came "in the way of impro¬ 
ving our economic relations" with 
Dubai, and that Sheikh Rashid was 
personally interested in the three. 
Galadari Mothers and had taken up 
their case during his visit to India 
in 1974." (Mrs Gandhi was the 
Prime Minister at that (ima.) It was 
felt that one of the ways of expedit¬ 
ing the cases would be "for die 
Indians accused in the conspiracy 
to plead guilty, me cases, if the 

K vertimeni so decided, could then 
filed and after some time it 
might then be possible for the Gala* 
dan brothers to visit India." 

The participants at the meeting 
had bMore them a law ministry 
(mnlon on a suggestion whether 
the cases could be withdrawn "with 
the consent of.the coun.” The. 


EXCLUSIVE 


Vajpayee 
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minlstn said (hat la (be light of 
earliaf judgmenis by the Supreme 
Court "the chances of gening (he 
permission of the court for with 
drewal are meagre... In the preatat 
case, (he accuaed ware charged 
vrith smuggling of gold which is 
looked upon as an anti-social off* 
ence. The gravity of this ^feoea is 
further aggravated by the feci ihai 
(one of) the accused (Abdul 
Wahab) also jumped bell, which is 
an offence which no court can poss¬ 
ibly condooe." 

Thera was yet another meeting 
on 23 July 19^7 la Mr Delal's room. 
By (hn the home ministry*! tus* 
peel indai (revised edition of 1 
January 1974) included only (he 
name m Mr Abdul Wahab Ibrahun 
Galadari; the nsemaa of the other 
(WO hrothen bed already been 
dropped. 

The minu(es of the meeting re¬ 
ported Mr Delil as having said: "As 
the Galadari brothers were van 
influanbal in Dubai and the Gulf, 
we would like (o take a position 
that India, on its part, did not place 
any restrictions in (hair obtaining 
vises (0 visit India. If it helped them 
socially in Dubai, we sh^d help 
(hem. It was, however, clearly 
understood that while removing the 
names from the suspect index, it 
would be clarified that (be govern* 
cnent ^ India would noi iatenere in 
any action dmt the law of the land 
mi^i take if (hesc persons visited 


Subsequent^, letters were issued 
by Mr Surjit Singh, dmty secrer 
ary of finance, oa S August 1977 
and Mr D. K. Sharma, unoerseaat* 
ary if hoiae, on IS September 1977 
to remove the oeme of Mr Abdul 
Wahab Ibral^ (Galadari) from tha 
suspect Iddex. In ■ latter dated 21 
September 1977 to the then embas- 
taur in Abu IMiabl, Mr M. Aastri, 
now lndia*i chief of protocol, the 
director of the econow division of 
the externa] affein ministry said 
that "while the Celadarl brothen 

a obtain visea. if they land up In 
I the law of tbo land will take 
its natural courte." 

Now the story takes another turn. 


AU of a sudden, on 22 October 1977, 
Mr Asil QtAaral^, deputy secret- 

S ', economic division, external 
sirs ministry, wrote (o Dr Aggar- 
wal of the Uw ministry to fin^ui 
"whether there would be any legal 
obstacle to the government taking a 
political decision to withdraw tne 
pending cesas against the three 
Galadari brothers." The home 
ministry's joint secretary, Mr J. C. 
Pendey, said in reply that "it vms 
clearly mentioned tnat while re¬ 
moving the names of the parsons 
concerned from the suspect index, 
it would be clarified that the gov¬ 
ernment of India would not inter- 
fare in any action that the law of 
tha land might taka if these poraons 
visited India... If this ministry bad 
an idea (hat ultimately it was in¬ 
tended to have the cases against 
these fweigners withdrawn, this 
ministry would have had serious 
reservations in removing (heir 
names from the suspect index." 

All slont, Mr Vajpayee, as his 
letters to Ur Venkataraman and Mr 
P. V. Narasimha Rao, foreign minis¬ 
ter. suggest, had been kept In the 
dark. Mr Venkataraman in his rep¬ 
ly de(^ 22 December 1981 said 
that "a note on the withdrawal of 
court cesM pending against tha 
Galadari brothers for (ne consid¬ 
eration of the Cibinet committee on 


political affairs was initiated in the 
ministry of external affairs and sub¬ 
mitted to the foreign secretary in 
June 1979. With some moditici- 
(ions this nota was sani to the 
ministry of finance and ministry uf 
law in August 1979. There is no 
Indkation on the file to suggest 
that the note had been approve by 
tha foreign minister." 

In hii letter dated 24 January 
1982 to Mr Narasimha Reo, Mr 
Vajpayee said: "1 remember clearly 
that vmen the file concerning the 
Galadari brothers was put up be¬ 
fore me, most probably sometime in 
the summer m 1978, I had given 
clear orders that the cases are not 
to be withdrawn. Under ivhose in¬ 
structions, then, was this note pre¬ 
pared? As far at I remember this 
was the first tune that tha file was 
put up before me and it was never 
puc up before ma (thereafter)." Mr 
Vajpayee eiked; "Who authorised 
the deputy secretary (Mr Qama- 
rain) to write such a letter?" 

There is a note dated U Novem¬ 
ber 19^1 of Mr S. Varadan of home 
to put on record that tha than 
ambasiador "was informed that 
while (he Galadari broebers may 
obtain viaas if they land up in Indie, 
the lew of the land will take its 
natural course.” 

The Galadari brothers have vi¬ 
sited India since cases against them 
have been withdrawn and one of 
them has met the Prime Minister, 
Mm Indira Gandhi. Tha Uw of tha 
land, apparently sleeps. 





Dournville 


Bitter ChoeiAatt 


Somefimes.Cadbury s ran say it 
better than words 


troaua-. ^ anoiher moment in your life 
Boumiiile Bitter C.hocs^tf- 










COVER STC«Y 



Ramnath Goenka scored a psychological victory in his war witft the redoubtable 
Dr Datta Samant when he managed, with the help of a loyal group of workers, to 
restart the Bombay edition of the Indian Express on 20 hebmary. He is smiling 
now. but it remains to be seen whether the smile will turn into a full-throated 
laugh or turn into a frown. A special correspondent reports on the fascinating 

battle between two tough and unyielding men. 


R dmntiih Coenka» 78 tnd 
lurninii 79, hot decided that 
in 1 he I eoi dining jeers uf his 
life he is ikm foini to lose 
his buttle OfteiDst Mrs Indira 
fiandhi So it was s little ambitious of 
t>nipl<r lu imnpine that he would con¬ 
cede defeat H^eitisi a Datta Samant. 
Mr Oivnka is the kind of nan whu 
would lather tine all he has than hand 
over the power tv another person. 
While it in too early to say that he ha% 
finally won a^inst Dr [^tia Somani. 
the trade union leader who hat hum 
hied itiRanric reputations in his 
meteoric career, the siftnt ara that the 
hartle is now u\tm$ towards a victory 
for Mr Cwnka Perhaps the molt iro 
'lie stcirv ciiciiUtina (lituujth Bombay 
curmitfy rclutes to a dejection of 
roKiile owners meclma Mr;* t^ndhi to 
d»k licr what they should do ahuui the 
ittiike that Dr Duita Samant has U>ufl 
died in the textile iiiduslrv And Mrs 
Gandhi, according to ihis story, 
apiiaivntly replied that they slum Id 
take their cue from what Rjmnath 
Goenka did 

The war between the rwu mavericks, 
Mr Goenks and Dr Siimnni. began 
aiujnd the middle in last S'ear, with 
ihtf trade umunisi dt^claring that he. 
and not the official unum, had ihe 
majoriiv support among the worker* 
uf the Express ll reached u high point 
on 1 Novembor, when Mr Goenka 
vtop^ted the publication of the Bombay 
Evpters, Erruitiiaf Express and Lok 
.s’.irrx And a duoictve move was made 
w hvii Mr Goenka quietly but dranatt* 
cally managed to resume the puMicu* 
lion <if the Kxore&v and lak on 
20 Kebruary despite opposition from 
workers loyal to Samant. aqd with the 
help of about one third the em* 
ployeet. Very snon we will know who 
IS the real paper tiger between the 
two. 

Dr Samant. through the Maharash 
tra Kamgar Sangh. has control over 10 
16 


liklv workers in some SdXO faciorie% 
shops and other esiablichnenis erf 
Maharashtra, but the newspaper to- 
dustry was not one of thra. What 
wbetied his appeute h not known but 
the chance came when a section of the 
iaditui Express employees, dmatisf ied 
with the performance of (he exisiiag 
union under Vasem Pradhan, were 
looking fur an altemaiive. Iniiially 
their plan was to infiltrate into 


Pradhan’s union and then take it over 
after they had gained the majority. It 
was when the ^n did not work ihut 
(hey turned to Dr Samant. He was to 
be romally installed is the leader of a 
rival union at a public meetinx m 
June. However, the meeting could not 
take piece a« a pr^ibitory order 
under section 144 Cr. P C. was im 
posed in the aree. Dr Samant was then 
detained twice under the Saimnal 


UTfJ Rjmmirh (kK'nfra haie the fast faugh'* 






Security Act but won after his rekeaee 
in Aufun the move for e rive) usion 
wet revived. Seaefii’s critics however 
daijD that there was another reason 
which prompted SamiDt to take up the 
cause of the Express newspaper work* 
en in nnicular: Mr A. R Aatulay. the 
then ^ of Maharashtra who wanted 
to bit back at Goenka for eirposini the 
trusts he had set up. 

The first move that Samani made 
was on 29 September. He issued e 
cycbstyled letter uvine that it was 
food to see the JAffian Express 
prospennjt under Mr Goenka. There 
was a catch, of course: Samant argued 
that since the prosperity could not 
have come witboui the workerSi it was 
but natural that they should have a 
share in it. Me demanded a 20 per cent 
bonus plus an ea^ratia payment of 10 
per cent of their annual wages. Soon, 
Samant was also talking of a flat Rs 
200 iiuremeni for all employees. 

Tbe^e demands were to prove costly 
errors for Dr Satrani, since anyone 
With any knowledge of the newspaper 
industry knew that they were absurd 
Mr Oienka, ;n a display of ihe kind of 

S enerosjty fui wbKh he i^ not very 
amous. ))ad already accepted the 
wage rutominendaiions uf the Paiekar 
award wen while the i«M of , the 
indusirv was muanmg and whining. 
Any additHinal burden was clearly 
untenifble. But Dr Samant. who sounds 
much mure knowledgeable aboui 
newspapers These days, had not ru* 
tores himself at all then, fn the initial 
iiegcifiaiions with repteseniativev of 
the management, he made some siUy 


flki/ia d'limaor; d<»v'n bur nm ver uirt 



demaods. If Dr Samant had k^c his 
demands down just to industna) dis¬ 
putes, be couM have found tbe time tu 
entrench himself. But he went to war 
too soim. and quite underpreptred Mr 
Goenka, who has spent a lifetime fight* 
ing trade unions, was on the o»er 
hand, well armed. And he was also 
determined not to let Dr Samant, who 
had already become such a myth, 
enter his empire. As he (old his aovis* 
erv one day in the beginning of the 
bank, "Wa have lo find out whose 
company this is; mine or Datia 
Samant's. Only one of us can stay.* 
Then Ramnath Coenki gathered ^e 
cards in his hand and began playing 
them, one by one. 

\\t Goenka and IV Samatil never 
met eaih Mihcr fa^v t» fate, ac Mr 
<«<K>nka u*fuMtl in leicipmH* the leg! 
timuiv of Iv Samuiii's uuifit The 
negniialions wire ^inwlucted ^Kl^lly 
thiMiiph mirrme<liane\ It wus ai ihiv 
Maur lhar run prnmiMvm oppociimn 
kadefv and lawver>. Kaini Patel and 
Kam k'lhmalam. t.ime on the* Mcne 
Dr Parcl wav on Sumant's vide while 
Ml .iHbmaLm was Mi GnenkaN nun 
i'oii|Hfomsv of sortc was leacbi'tl 
wilh III Samant. Hi. auren.-d io an 
impaiti.il andII ol ihe liidMO 
«Ni'i>unlv h« a muttulh aciiptahk 
oudiioi heIcNi* prc'Ming lurthei with 
the demand Jl ihe juditiH found lhai 
the itHniunv w’as losma inon(*v. |)r 
Samain would uithiiraw his demands 
.\ s«*ai(h lor an imiuitial auditor he 
Carl but %udiK*iiU IV ha mam i hanged 
hiN mold Meaolil Mi GoenkaN repie 
H’nialives ihai he wtjuld not aciept an 
nudiinrs judgement, and if his He 
mdiiils were jhii cnncedvd the esiati 
lishmeni wvulil laie "diri* conMiju 
t*nccN.* IVhat these 'due c<nisi*qu 
viKvs* were was iho \pvlr out. hut 
anvonv was Itev to n ail an\ meaning 
m It. Mr Cotmka. h»wi vcr. reluud to 
hiidgv. and a see lion ol the emplost'os 
revirted to gushm* raciics from 
Ociob(*r they stopped doing iivemmc 
and look rheii night lea Nrwk to 
which thee were en tilled, Inn had 
ne^’er previously done so taking two 
rup^s per head instead. 

They also refused to work for Rang 
Prebhe a Marathi magaiine normally 
published from Rajkca but some uf 
whose work had just been shifted to 
btimiMy. On iO Ucinber only halt <>f 
the normal prim order of the Indun 
Express and iok Sxttx could he 
pnoted. and the neirt dav ihe produc 
CUM cropped altogether as some work 
en> went on a sii in stnke and pulwe 
had 10 he summoned to disperse thotn. 
Finally, on that day Mr (^nka sue* 
pended tbe publication of all the news* 
papers of the group aod warned that if 
things did not improve soon he would 
declare a lockout in the establishment 
on U November On 11 November, 
however, came the dramatic 
anmuncement. that the management 
wanted to close down the Express 
completely By a pubik ounce on \% 
November, the management of the 
/ndjM Express group in Bombay 
announced that the unit would he 
tn^er lockout for a three>Romh 


pennd after which ir would be per* 
mananily itosed 

This tv Samant was not expecting, 
fluwever. the Maharashtra govprn* 
meni same to his help with an ordi* 
name i>ii 27 November prohibiting 
clovure Ilf anv industrial unit which 
was i mplMViiiR ninre than 100 person.v 
Hitlutui prua’ sanviiMii (if Ihe govern* 
meitl Tluv ardiname Dr Samant used 
to approach the souri aKBinst Mr 
Gtienka's decision of a closuie. Mr 
Guenka answered hy filiiiB n win peti* 

I mu challenying the validity of ihe 
ordinance itself 

As the hatiK* dragged cm. Dr Samani 
found that he was b(*ing pushed inio a 
somvr; while Mr G«>enka refused to be 
(leteireH. tier pressure ol llic workers, 
who weie wnhenit work and mtuioy. 
was I nci easing S') tvhdi loulH hit do> 
He slurioH chanfiing his previous 
stance Ik now smd ihat herween ID/S 
,ind 1^1. over 127 workers h;iU Iwen 
iciienched .S*oi only ihis, hut he s,ud 
lhar a sesiei plan was .if<Hi( to vicci* 
mise all those w’ho lind pHriicip,ileil in 
tlu* strike Thus, hi* said, iho mcive 
mm niosi loiiumit. Mr Goenka. us he 
had done prH ooislv wiiii l)i Sminint's 
Mihor (h.ogoN. irhiied this ichi Kc 
sjiii. (hui uisit.Nd of iviirkers being 
U'lirrulied, 1u^ prisons h,iiJ hern 
.uided To his si all duiing iliis jn'riod. 

Vleanwlidn, Dm* |>inj«iiiged ilosiire 
was hiitoiu I hi* empl»)vvi*s verv huid 
oiiriv II hurls Ihe most • ihv siomai h 
So willII Mr Goenka announiivd ihiii 
hr wiHild lake baik nil ihose who 
4lissm,iTi*d ihrnisoives Itnm Dalle 
SaiiMMi and gave an uniJertukiiig thni 
ilu’v Hoidil haM* nothitii^ to ihi with 
him in luTiue. m,inv willihgly niahhed 
thi* oifrf Rv IH hehriiary*. out ^ 1,2lKI 
wsakrrs omplowd with the hiJran 
/'sjAess. \\f> u*sunu*ei duty alter sicn* 
iiii: llu iinilrii.ikiiiR Mi Goeoku 
1 hull gill ilia I w'lih this si all he ccnild 
hrinu out the pap<*rs. uKiJ he did do 
that 

Dr Samani. liowever, claimed rhat 
Mr ifoenkd wa> hniijime out his puh* 
Ucaimiis from Boinbav by hirinp out* 
vidv help—a chum that wa« found >u 
be untrue after the labour conunissirin* 
er made a check. Dr Samant then 
cinighi to deter the wsirker^ from re* 

(Dining f)v wing that those who were 
trsoming iheir duties alter giving the 
undertaking as asked for bv Sir 
Goenka. would lose their wages lor the 
lockoui peri(>d. Mr Goenka argued 
that m any case thev were not entitled 
in the wragev fur ihe lockqui period 
and ii was only io restoie beuer m 
dusiriul raUthins ihai the manage* 
meni of the Itidun Expiea- had de¬ 
cided TO pay wages for the first IS days 
of Ihe lockout. At the time of wrning. 
however, the divisions of une-ihird fur 
Goenka and ihe rest for Eamnnt has 
remuined steady. Bittemaas has in* 
creased, and (here U the tinge uf 
violence in the air A part of the 
workura doing duty art actually sleep 
ing 00 the premises, aod lawyers are 
crossing swords in the court} nn issue 
after itwe. It will he a complicated 
war. but the victor has a kingdom to 







1 have not known what is fear’ 


It was a very confident Ramnath Goenka who spoke to M. J. AKBAR at great 
length on his battle with Datta Samant, the beliefs he has stood by alt his life and 

his policies as a newspaper proprietor. 


obvious finr Que$- 
0 tien woutd be to ask for 
^an account of the ehsura 
0 of the Bombay edition of 
the Eipr«$» and its 

t. 

A: To my kciowledpe, thrM of four 
wotki before the rtrike ocfutlly took 
placo (in November I^St) my manager 
telephoned me and uiid taat Dana 
Samant had gcrt himself interested in 
the union activities in our office, and 
chat nur recognised union has been 
trying to counter M. I said, what do 
they wvnT? He said that they had sent 
a ierter asking for ten per cent ex 
gratia bonu^ aiurt fr<»m the 20 per 
tent that wv have agreed lu pay. The 
manager aJno Mid— 

Q: Thii itftcr had been signed by 
Datta Samant? 

A: It wav a rychisiyted letter, signed 
hy Uatia Samant. We had agreed to 
give 20 per cent bonus; although, by 
tho fttrici mieiTratation of the law. are 
were nnt liable to pay (hat amount. 
But wo had agreed lu pay the max¬ 
imum lo buy peace with the wurkerv 
Hair enough? 1 told my menager that 
he could tell the workers that w« could 
not pay anything ubtrva the 20 per cent 
because the implementation of the 
Palekar award had actually resulted in 
a definite loss to the company. 

Q: You accepted the Ptfekar award 
immediately? 

A: As far as we are concerned, 
within five minuies pf the Palekar 
award being announced I was the first 
man to accept it. and rhe result was 
that my friends in the industry, in the. 
newspaper woHd, took exception to 
this because they felt that I should not 
have accepted the award without con* 
suiting the industry I said that the 
award would cost me about a crore and 
a half of rupees a year, and a crore end 
a quarter in arrears, but still, since the 
award is associated with social juseke, 
we must accept it. And once vre acceW 
the award, I areued, we will have the 
cooperation of tne workers, and by this 
cooperation we will be able to make 
up the deficit. I also told my friends 
that, after all. newspapers are not only 
a money-making prumjsition; they may 
irkidentally be maxing money, but 
chat is not thd whole purpose. 

firyafsairi prefltt 

S Bur yew have a reputatHtti tor 
ing a great deal *>f money out of 
this business. 

A; UnfontinateJy. not true. Kepuia* 
tiim is one ihing; (he facts are diffe¬ 
rent. Will you be amased to learn that 
from the very inceptiun of the cum 
puny we have never decJasvd a di 


t ques* 
■» for 


vidend? 

Q: Thar means very hith. You have 
buui real estate all oeer (he couno^. 

At Not our of the profits of the 
company. We did build real estate: the 
fact is that 1 bought real estate at 
throwaway prices at a tiae when they 
were available to such prices, and now 
(hey are more than 26 , )0, 40 times 
their original value—but that I rannor 
help. 

Q: gur you used the press as a 
medtwn to get real estate- For exam- 
pfe, this pHM at Nartman Feint tin 
Bombav. where rhe beautiM Eapresr 
Towers it heated <m rhe edge of the 
Arabian Seat came because of the 
Indian Exprtsa* 

A: I am very sorry you believe that... 
The Ififldu bought a plate in Bombay 
for The lirndu; (here are only offices 
there, no Hindu. The place is just 
here, opposite to Birla's office. It is a 
big pkM whkh Hindu purchased in 
11MS. Su there Is no condition In any 
one of the purchaser (hat M will he 
meani imly tor ihe newspaper In De¬ 
lhi there is this condition, that the plot 
will he used only fur rhe newspaper, 
and for letting out un rent if ihere is 
any excru space available. 

Q: Ones rhe ownership of that vavess 
spuce have to be with the newspaper 
company? 

A; No, It may be anywhere, but a 
certain purtinn must be ftw ibe news¬ 
paper. 

And (he rrvenires of that rent 
must go In the newspaper.’ 

A: But if some other company 

K rehases that plot, the space meant 
the newspaper must remam. If you 
chanM the purpose of that space men 
you have to pay a premium and all 
that. In Elelhi what happened was (hat 
they said that each buQdiog must be of 
60 feet height at least. That is five 
floors. Now a newspaper only needs 
two floors, so you were allowed to 
charge a certain premium and let out 
the rest of the space. But this was in 
the good oM days, not now. 

Q: They really were good old days, 
weren't they? 

A: 1947. '46. *49. you know. Bui this 
condition did not exist anywhere else, 
For instance, Madras. Our property 
was pufchasM in the open market. 
Here also, in Bombay, we purchased 
property originally in tbe open mar¬ 
ket. ar^ there fndian £xpi^.ss was 
Mituated When we f«Mind that property 
was not enough, then w« moved nere. 
liKffxfl Exprnv purchased thts plot. 
And the rental income from this build¬ 
ing goes into the newspaper; it is not 
separate from the newspaper. And it is 
only thii rental income wnuh entitles 
(hem to have 20 per cent bonus, if the 


rental income had not been (here, 
there would be u dilinite lost. 

Q: What al>our rhe fectinfi that the 
shareholding of \i>ui eompasiies is 
held in such a Amputated fashion 
that nobody realtv kiufws who owns 
whai^apan from Aamn.jrh t^ienka? 

A; Am 1 to publuive what the hold¬ 
ings are. how the holdings are? But the 
fact is (hat all the shares arv in (he 
family. And anybody van go tu (he 
registrar's office and find ii out if they 
want to: why should I piihlicisa it? 
Have I gut nne pie from anybody else 
for my company, except the ramiiv? 
What thev say. ) flhsmiSKvs the 
«*iruwriiiA H't/h a ionn-mpruiHo, gi'v 
toreJ 

luious_ 

Q: Why do people wjni to malign 

ytML then.’ 

A: Jealous. Jealousy, what else? 

Q: Because you made ii wirhutfr any 
•fuppttn? 

A. 1 did not have unv support from 
any industry, from unytxidy the only 
thing that helped me wjs the policy 
that wc maintained W<- were nMional: 
nn that wt- iievev compromised, and 
that was the rout cause of out success. 

I am talking from 19,)^, whan the 
pat»CT was storted Wc have fought all 
(he battles {with the llritishi; we paid 
all the penalties fur lighting the bat 
lies, whether it was rhe Hritish govern- 
mt-ni. or our uwn government when 
they went wrong. 

S |; People utitihute ,ill iuns nl trnr- 
les III vuur post, ilui you btgnn. 
h moiirv gut from nut r(-r;v pioper 
uK/rcas. aiio tUik miiI ih.ii 
A: I challenge anvIxHlv lu sav that 
one pie has come inio mv *.h«iu fmm 
anw^ere else A ml i\ ,iuv|>,»(W ran 
pn'ni that nut, I will g<ve t|> all my 
pruperty to him. I i .ui suv (hiii you arc 
a scoundrel: wh.n next? iPauso- 
5xir>rrsJ You just want in find faull 
with sumeb«>dy els<- I'lu- g<ivernmeni 
of India, before thnughr that ( 
was a very good bov I was in the 
Congress, and 1 was ihuiight tu be onr 
uf the best f>oy> grung And There was 
no fault in Mi ('oenk<i .it afl f was a 
Cungress memlxT ol ihe Consiituent 
Assembly There was nni oni* per < cm 
fault m me; 1 was a blue eyed hoy 
After 1969. when I fell our with Mrs 
Candhi over the split in the Cnu- 
^$h—since then, viv-rir/iing evil Is 
found in mo: what can I do’ C uri I df» 
anything’ 

Q. ignore it. I sappnse 
A. Ail (he sHsvs M,iri«>d ngiirni' me 
have nut wurK-d The ludoiaiv . 
never damovd im 
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H'hic/i itrv the impt/n^nt 

A; Ah—a number of cn»es. Every 
day bomeihirtK wil) happen. M)mvihin|L 
wiU huppcn no impurtuni caM.*^ «l ill. 

Q: Atid you thmk thui « compart.v 
like IlfiCO was taken away fnm yim 
because of ftersonaS vindiVr/vene^.^ 

A; Katurully. I had Ihe m<i>ori(v <ji 
(he shares. Some oneel^ had cum mil¬ 
ted fraud which was confirmed by no 
lesH a person than Setulvad, rhe attur 
ney general and the mmihiry. Nui only 
was nu action luken bur rhat person 
wa« helped in all possible manner. 
Then he ruined the company, and the 
Kovernmeni nariunaiised it. 1 told the 
Auvcrnmeni rhal thecomiuny isl>eing 
ruined but they wouldn't take any 
Hctinn^tiniply because it was Ran* 
uuth Owhka. I lust Rs lf> lo 20 crores. 
Nnw, in July H74>. Mr Vidya Charan 
Shukla tnld me he musi have cuntrol 
over the editorial side u( the Mdian 
A'jrprevs. They wanted t" appoint on 
mv bourd sii diretturs aftainsi my five. 
We aareed thui Ixjih parties would 
have MVe e<ich. and one would be by 
enmmeu; consent K. K. Birla was the 
chan man. 

1 rhuuiiht. what of ii? All the tine. 
The shareholdiriK was ninei I could 
remove the h<mrd anv time I liked. 
When I was ill, m Calcutta—heart 
aitock; I w«ls dying—they pressed my 
sun. my only son. fo see that Muf- 
KBonkar was sent out. He told them 
that his father was dyinp. and a deci 
sion could wail till cither 1 recovered 
or died. They insisted Mulgaonkar had 
to go right away, he resigned and 
went. By that lime I was better, but in 
fact I did not know that Mulgaonkar 
had gone. One day K. Santhanam came 
to see me and told me this. Finally 
they decided to appoint somebody who 
was a reporter in rimer of India. In the 
board it wa.s decided that three per* 
sons would select the neat editor— 
myself, the chairman and Kamal Nath. 
^ without consultatjun, the other two 
decided to Hppoint this person from 
the Times of India. And they (old me 
this two minutes before tne board 
meeting. We went (u the board. They 
confirmed ir. I said. okay, you confirm 
it. Within a fortnight 1 threw out the 
board. Furtunately. they had to be 
reap|>oinied in the next genera] body 
meeting, which was to be held m the 
next fortnight or three weeks. So I 
didn't roappolnt them (feug/ig); no* 
body nominated them, so they went. In 
that process, Vidya Charao Shukla 
sent for me. along with K. K. Birla, and 
'^id, Mr Oocnka, you hove got to 

accept the nomination of the directors 
uiuJer the Indian Companies Act. 40B. 
where 1 have no right to remove them: 
that is. once rhe government appoints 
them, either I question it in a coon of 
law or they become permanent. I said I 
will never avee to that. They said 
they would let me have managerial 
control if they got editorial control; 
managerial control has no value to me. 
* run the pop*T wuh .i mission. U Iran 
'• lot iC'rii* >, I would do some 


oflxT business 

V: What u tbn mi\sk>n? 

A: Lord Krishna in ihv Blmgvad Ctia 
viys that f^r the pngectlun of the 
virtuous, for the desiruction of evil, I 
appear in ihe world from time to time 
ro establish righteousness. He says, he 
will du It. I say thai t and au the 
some thing every morning. 

(f: But vow workers do not think 
you are hieing very virtuous to them. 

A: Well. 1 challenge anybody tn say 
that anyone else gives a hiidier salary 
than they get in ray office, according 
to law. Now. there may be a few cases 
where a man has been vrorking for. 
say, ten years; the Palekar a ward does 
not give any preference to such a 
person. Faiekar puts there at par vrith 
the newcomers, only taking into 
account the |ob which tl^ are doing. 
They may have a case; it all depends 
upon the companies. But then if the 
fault is there, the fault it with Falekar. 
not with me. 

TmiWM sag SiibKI' 

Q: It IS a/feged that you have not 
confirraed workers err. 

A: (RatsrAg His vdiiv) I challenge 
you to bnng one case. One case. In 
met. there were 14 or IS cases which 
were under dispute. By June (here was 
no matter outstanding at all between 
the union and us. In fact, we were 
overpaying in manv cases. We had 
absolutely no complaint eacept from 
these 14 or IS woriwrs. with wnich we 
agreed. Let anybody show there was 
any complaint! 

Q: TTien how do you eapiain— 

A; No. no, no, listen. Delta Samant 
only said, i ^ not recognise the 
Palekar award.’ Second, he wanted us 
to give 10 per cent ex gratia bonus, 
ano he wanted Rs 200 a awnih for 
every employee over and above what 
the Palekar award had given. 'If 
don't do It,' he said, 'you face dire 
consequences.' This is what he told ny 
manaur on the telapbone. 

Q: what did he siean by dire con* 
sequences? 

A: You dMuld ask him that ques¬ 
tion. not me. Then Raioi Patel inter¬ 
vene. And Rajni Patel was told by 
Dana Samant thht this two hundred 
rupees was minimum and the max¬ 
imum would be according to the salary 
of the person concerned, and it must 
be pai^ otherwise let them face the 
consequences, let them close down. 
Rajfij Patel tried to arrange a com* 
promise, but f told Rajni Paicl 
straightaway that there is no question 
of any comprofnise. I told him I was 
the first person to accept the Palekar 
award in its entirety, all over India, in 
some cases most generously, creating a 
Iota, and in sudi a state of affairs I was 
not in a position to give anything 
more. Rajni Patel said, Thtre is some 
point in your argument, but you know 
Datta Samant is a very powerful aan.’ 
1 said. 'Look here, tf ha ia a vaiy 
powerful man. PU dose down. I cani 


fighi a powerful man. 1 amnbt p ok itt-' 
ful.‘ Then Ur Ram JethmaJani came 
into the bargaining. He asked ne if I 
had any uiiiectiun if be interfered in 
(he matter. None at ell, Ha went to 
Daira Samani. and told him how ha 
could ask me to pay this extra 200 
rupees, because if 1 paid here 1 would 
have III pay evervwhere, which would 
mean a couple of croras a year. Then 
Samant (old Jethmalani tnat if the 
facts are correct that 1 am losing 
money then he will be out of court, and 
there will be no demand. How did he 
want to do this? By appointing an 
auditor. JethmaJani said, Goenka 
agrees. Did he appoint an auditor? He 
did ncii. Ram jethmalani again went to 
him. *1 will appoint in two. three days’ 
time; don't worry said Samant. The 
auditor was naver appointed. Then 
Samani said. 'You know, in Godrej I 

E t this out of (hem; In Hindustan 
ver I got this out of them; I will gat 
anything 1 want from people, and you 
don't worry about it, Mr Jethmalam.' 

Q: Samant‘s paint of view has been 
thar an eudiror cannot find the real 
truth because the books an never 
accurate. 

A: You can say that the world does 
not exist, bui the world exists in spite 
of you; can you cmestion the existence 
of rhe world? Can anybody in the 
newspaper industry make money out¬ 
side (he books? 

Q: By selling newsprint in black. 

A; You see. since you get yinir 
newsprint from the government, your 
quMa can only be the same as the 
need« of your circulation. 

Q: gut ere.vou seriously trying ro say 
that no new.spaper management 
makes black moneys 
A: They cannot. And if they do it I'd 
like to know how. Seriously; I’m not 
joking; I’m telling you seriously. In 
other industries you can buy raw mate¬ 
rial and inflate the price of raw mate¬ 
ria). Here, all the raw material comes 
from the government oi India. All 
right: (he price of siore^you can 
mike a few thousand; one thousand, 
two thousand, three thousand—that 
too, everybody in the office will know 
y(M have done it. How can you du it 
without the knowledge of other peo¬ 
ple? And when there is a strike, or 
when there is some trouble, these 
people will be the first informants. 
You mean to say that if I had done one 
wrong. I would have been spared by 
this gova mment of Indi a? 1 wou Id h a ve 
been convicted a long, lon^ long, long 
time ago; please take it from me. 

Q: Sales, ^aggeeate the number of 
copies so/d.' 

A: All right. Then you have to find 
cha newsprint for it. And you have to 
account to the ABC. You see, small 
newspapers may exaggerate the sales 
by a few thousand here and there and 
nobody bothers about It, hut oo large 
oewsMper. What large newspapers 
can M is show a larger circulation 
than they have, sell the leftover news* 
print in black, and then use this money 
to show sates of the printed piper in 
their books. So. they can't pocket the 
mon^, but they can bluff the advenU* 
ers. Today the return of a printed 
paper is less than the cost oi newe 
print. But even the more advertismg 
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dw Mftte Mf wiy (Mi hKO tlw 

MCOWrts, Ml in your podtcMt 
Q: WHm do you rAurJr » the nti 
motivttionfcrlMrtaSammtnmmtto 
die Expresf? 

A; Well...my suspidoo i$ tbot mne 
of tbo omployws wtr* Kirod by politk- 

•) 


//? regard to Datta Samant. tet me tell you one thing: the 
. man cannot tell one truth m his fife. 



Whicb polirictJ paniet? 
Whithover pokitJcsl pvty is 
oppond to mt 

Qi Art you alking tbovt rbo Coo* 
grtttd)? 

A: Not the Coii$r«ti(I) is iudt...e«r* 
(•in eleotents in it. 

Q: Do you think llr Aprukj ti»d 
ipnh^ to do iWdi cbis’ 

A; M^( be. Thit ii my bcbef, chit 
Antuliy used my itiff, for i eonsiden- 
(ion. end (bey in (urn uied Ditu 
Simant 

Q: Do you ba re «nr eWdcoce of thisr 

A: Morelly. yesi letillyi no. 

0: Wh$t » (be mcnl erfdeAce? 

A: WeU...sofne thlnfi I can't say m 
( he moment. 

0* (here av persona/ morira. 
rxoir in your eomptigo ogninst 
AntuUy? 

A: No. We knew him, but not In¬ 
timately. Complainti ctae to tn, that 
he was enortintreoney froia people. 

Q: h it trut thot you got tbt story 
frtw a busineasnao? 

A: Of course, we fot it from a 
number of people who had to pay 
money for getting ceaient. 

0: f was askuv about Ninduya. 

A; No, no; Hltkuji hidnothiogto do 
with It. I kaow (he man Ho Is a very, 
very. very, very rkh man, eatraoroi- 
nirily rich man, perham the ncbest 
man in India. We got tne story from 
the people who actually paM this 
money, nofae people paid tbe money 
without cbcouea, not to aay trust or 
anythint of tnat sort; we couldn't print 
anythin! about them because it was 
told w uj in confidence. Tbtreafter 
when we made enquires we came to 
the conclusion that the facts were far 
more serious than che complaints that 
had come to iu. That is our job. 

And in regard to Dana Saiuac. let 
tne tell you one thiB!; the nan caanot 
tell otw truth in his Irfe. 

}: How do you say thrs? 

He swore to an affidavit he made 
a public itatement la Delhi that I have 
1^00 end odd people—ii wai a preciae 
number he usm, precise ntunbw—«)d 
t bad disaisaed 900 people in the last 
three years, llien we found thet we 
had actually added-on 150 in this 
period. Ihat lie cm be laid at tbeir 
doon without aity difficulty wha ta oes» 
or. nien, he said that he had sever 
met and told JethmaUni thac he 
wanted an. auditor, ftam Jedimalani 
made a statement that he had net 
Samant twice. Now, is Ram Jetha^ni 
geing to tell a lie •• lawyer of that 
eminence? Hien Semaot said tbe^ 
were 6S people m my pecfci« depart* 
nent «Hio were kept on dai^ wagas, 
and that when ha came an tha seeM he 
got then confinned. They had bean 
co nf irmed for five yaersi It waa no* 
thing to do with him. Ha talk Uti 
which be eennot juatify for even a 
minute Am, you tell hea and an 
found oM altar a veer, that is one 
thing; he tells lies vmich sen be found 
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out at e strobe. No regard for iruih; 
every dey a statement comes. Now thi* 
statement is i hat lam employing peo 
pic from outside. Not one man has 
come from outside. 1 wrote to tbe 
labour coramisuooer saying that be 
should sand a man to see if there was 

3 nc from ouiside. tJci koi dewui 
a hei (There is rto medicine fur 
(hist, 

Q: fiul sureir (he workers wnu/d 
know if Samant (o/d litt abiMJt such 
things? 

A; Take an example. He savs that 
(he workers never went on strike, For 
three days, they were sitting on strike 
in my office. To say that there was no 
strikel WhM is one to do? 

0: How did he manage ro hrt thorn 
(hen? 

A: By^ibylng he would get them two 
hundred, three hundred rupees a 
month more: who will not be lur^^ 1 
will bin (he todinn Eirpress. he lelH 
them, Mn*t worry. (Laughsi As if it i\ a 
commool^ for sale. Every dav they 
«cll OM lie. Then they tell another lie 
the nest day to cover up the last 
lle.,.T1iU,u net real trade unionism 

Q: Wtil the emp/overf rn our criun* 
try are ptttiy es^oirat/r«. 

A; Now kiM here, that is (he !>i<»ry 
whKh they (the trade umunlMsi give; I 
don't knew, So far as I am cotKerni'd 
whenever there is some trouble, imti* 
gated by potiticians, then all sons of 
charges will be made, and alter u iS; 
ovet, everybody will say. ‘You aru Hi, 
khudo k§ baccha (child of tlod|l\. 
(Laughs/ If the politicians keep ihnr 
han« ^f the newspaper industry, 
there will be no problein. If ynu have 
Ut matntaln certain policies, certain 
scruples, (ben you do buy the wrath id 
somebody or (he other (o whom the 
policies ere uopalauhle. 

Q: Vou do matotoin scrupies? 

A: Well 1 try to. 

mt Baaiil uw Seenia 

Q: Thou how did you wnte, m thf 
micdte of lasr year, anictei supporting 
Mrs Gandhi? 

A'. What ] wTtKe was something 
totally different from what it has hetm 
understood to be. Tbe moment Sanjay 
Gandhi died, in (he morning. I h.id 
some very urgent work in Bomhav, vi 1 
left Delhi by the four o’clock plai>c. 
From that luoment on the plane, till 
about midnight. I finished that article, 
and I sent it to Delhi m he published, 
aod u was published four or live days 
later. What 1 said was (hat the country 
has always been united whenever we 
have had senous opposition to the 
narkm from any quarter, fur instance, 
in the KkiiiM wars, or when we 
fought the briitshen or the Chinese. 
Ihen I narrated all the iruuMes the 
nation was pauing through. Dur pntb 
loms today are worse than at anv time 
in the past, Thcrt-f^iri* • :*• • • ' *. 'v 

that ihecouotrv •»! >yi.; . t 

the talamity that u mcxiaking ine 


tiHinuy. Ami m thut fight, it neces* 
'm»y ili.it liulirH should lake the ccMip 
vi’aiKKi «i( iht* oppi>\Ui<m parlies, imd 
the uppoMMoi) pan ies ^.huvld also help 
livi (n't <iuM‘ they hnve no leader. This 
IN I he* li»ng und Nhnrt of it I certainly 
did nirf ubiise Mr Saniay Gandhi. Aflcr 
ilcarh, VMU know, we do not say had 
things about iinvbudv They expected 
mi' to sav ihai Satijay was a bad man. I 
will not Nav that 1 ^aicl he was a had 
man wltcnlw was alive and there was 
someihing wrong with him. After 
death, according to me. he is a good 
man. Now. in say lhai 'tiMiita ke xaath 
ho i«ti, «rio iiidii.i hum ko sa.ith ley Ity, 
,igur ye puap hui. in mein paopt hiion 
(If to (nal we should ciHtperate 
with Indirn is asm then lama sinner I.* 

0; Vrro stiH hold this view? 

A: I still believe that it U possible. 
Km Indira dues not want to asMiciate 
with the npposiiion, and (heri'fnre the 
o|ip<iNiiion does nni want lit ussiiciaie 
wilh her. so where do you nnd I come 
m' 

O' f don’t come m any where, tor you 
(ertamly cvwne rn heeauu* .voir are the 
giver adviser tt> ther^ppimilUm purt/er. 

A: No, no; 1 don't come in; I urn nut 
«iii adviser te anylxKly. 

Q. i 1 now rha( a ht of people ivme 
In yt*u fni arfircv. 

A* Not ill the last iwu years. 1 can tell 
you, (|iiite (lankly, nm In the last two 
veais Knrinerly. yes, they used to 
come lor advice—hui thev wouldn't 
lake the advice. If they had taken the 
advice ihuy wmilJn't have heun in (his 
mess (laughs), so why worry about It. 
When you get into power, you lose 
balance Tulsidas has said (hat he has 
noi sei*n a man in the world who dots 
not get mad when he gets power. 

But ,voi; al>o have xv>iver. 

A' Whai power have I got^ 

Q' The power of a mtorum; (he 
power ro dcsrcbili.se a (href m/rrisrer. 

A 1 am very sorry. I am very sorry, t 
am verv sorry. I cannui recall a single 
instance in the last .*>0 years where i 
have done rme wrong in any individual 
onnetevNarily. I add 'unnecessarily'. 
Because suppising you go wrong, thM 
I am not here lu say, ‘Ha, ha, what a 
wctnderful man Akbar is!' C. Rajagopa* 
lachnriil was my guru, he was like a 
fathc’r to me, hut we differed. But he 
appreciated lhai we could have differ* 
mg views. In this country, there is one 
pr«>hlem: if you and J differ politically, 
not nnlv dn we quarrel personally, but 
even our servants will quarrel'with 
twch other, 

Q: And arc yvur servants quarra/Iiog 
trith Mrs Cnndhr's? 

A: Obite possibly (laughs). It might 
happen. I don't know, it might happen; 
assuming Indira Gandhi's servants tell 
my servants something, certainly th^ 
will reinri bach 

Q: CeriainJy her ministers and your 
vdiUHS are fightinn one another 

A: So far as InJira Gandhi is con* 
<t*rncd. let me tell you she has wonder* 
lul (Mims in her favour Let there ha 
no mistake about that. What happens 
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to ihto ibsoJute pofver is the truuMc 
with her. Orherivise. «he has very Aowd 
quaJities. I happen to know her; 1 am 
rery proud of her qualities. But absa* 
hiu Mwer ii the xreat reuse of her 
probfems... Mrs Gandhi has been quite 
Mod to ae; 1 have been nice to her 
Our difCereiwes are only political and 
cenaibJy nos persortal Iwasasjirieved 
■a aRyhufy else on the death uf San 
)■». It WM & ireat personal loss tn her 
When ibn dtod she sent me condo 
knees; it vu *iiv natural. (like the 
fraat qutf Uka in Mrs Gandhi, but 1 do 
not like the abaolute power that is 
.vested In her. 

Q: But pelitktUv now you ceem <o 
be monM. towuds tht BJP 

At No; fhave nothmp to do with it 

Q: WotL whtn Mryerhna/ani rnekes 
• sreremen; sj/ingVihir rhe ikrure of 
tht Bxpreii jneens rhar bis voice ts 
being iriAed— 

A: There was a statement by the 
prettdtjtf pf the hombay Prade»h Con* 
(reaf(!) C^mittae yesterday weJcvm* 
jn| the »eninp uf the Express 
<)auphs1 Cenireiiil)' President of 
ConireaMlI' Polincians say what they 
like. Ut me tell you one ihin^ the 
oppoiitton parties will certainly feel 
that we are their voice because we are 
AOI ifnUd of telling the truth. Fear has 
not come neer me. I'have not known 
what is feaf Do your duty, and leave 
(he result to the Almighty 

Q: tohar do you think of the rear of 
the Wxafl medta.’ 

A: ntvybody has his own points; 
everybody hat his own interests. I 
know my interest. We started is ao 
»poaitlM paper in 1932. We vrere a 
dongreaa papm. We were persecuted, 
we had la pay lines, fn 1947 came the 
time we had to support the govern* 
ment lor bulldini the nation. Then 
slowly but surely power began gerrlng 
into the heads n the powers that be. 
^e had rci show them their weaknes* 
ses. And de were bracketed an oppoai* 
tioii paper. 

Q: Kow .does A Teel to be jVi (he 
oppoMffon^ 

Ar Let me gtve vou an example. In 
19261 >ras nominKed by ibe Governor 
to the Madras Legislative Council. At 
that rune, ill the oofflinaied members 
used to be *ji huroors’. I was the only 
member who sat in opposition, on the 
issue of the Simon Commission, moved 
for the boycott of the Simon Commis¬ 
sion, for which I had to pay all the 
penalties that they could inflict upon 
me. Bat 1 thought it was my duty. 

Q: Se/ttg Aife a/ways be^ doing 
psWkpWf bwMioose. side by ude. 

A\ I Blue oever taken office in 
politics. I liavt Seen t member uf the 
AiCC. 1 Kts a treasurer— 

Q: Hew did it feel to be treasurer of 
the Congress Feny? 

All was treasurer of the Ugislaiive 
Party (fetighs tiproiriousfy} which had 
no money. But 1 never get very in* 
voWed. In fact, I was offered a minis* 
try: 1 refused It. My newspaper is good 
enough far me. 

Q: Mew did you manage to create 
thiumiimi Atnwir of editroos; did 
yoo hin fkofi dreams^ 

n' " ’ 


One nipai a maMb 


A: It was evululhm Because every 
pie that 1 earned wroi intu this eipan 
sitm. Do you kn<iw that my eapense <>n 
myself is iwt even one rupee a mnnth^ 
I don’t go t<» the cinema. I don't go to 
the theatre, 1 don't go to spurti. I dun't 
go to a rettauranc, I don't go to a club: 
w here do I spend money? I dtm't dr ink. 
1 don't snuAe, I dun'r have wmnen 
friends though I would bke fb have 
Oaughsi. So where will 1 spend? My 
clothes: I wear khadu I took an oath in 
1920 10 the MaAatma—euept when I 
go out of the country, dnd I had told 
the Mahatma this ngit then. I don't go 
in a car bigw than a F lai. 1 don't have 
a driver. Whit do you say to that? 

Q: I say j'r ia uAnecee^ry Vou 
should have a driver. 

A: I don't have a driver m>i because I 
can't afford a driver, but simply be* 
cause the driver will go here, there, 
and that will upset me. 

Or Even at ihts age wu manage to 
drived 

A' Yes. 1 drive myself 

2 ' What more do yoa want to 
ieve now? 

A; Let ree tell vnu this, that 1 have 
absolutely no ambition tn life. By the 
grace of God^l believe in God—some 
sort of organisetion has heen built up. 
My only ambttiun in life to that that 
organisation should prosper, and 
Should maintain the principle that we 
have laid down—that is, express your 
self without fear or favour 
0: How will you achieve this, how 
wul you maiDtain it? 

A; They to my problem. 

Q: You are the fulcrum of this com¬ 
pany: what happens after you? 

A; If 1 can, 1 would like to build an 
orgaalsation wfakh will meet (hat 
situatiM. 1 am workirig towards that 
aim. I know that I am 78. enterina 79, 
can't live long, and even if I live long 
my faculties won't be the same. So I'm 
trying to do something. Bui n a very. 
very difficult. People succumb to so 
many things; where to fin d people who 
won't? My son had three $oas>ln*law 
who are very well placed in life, better 
placed than myself; unfortunately 
they are the only child of their pa¬ 
rents. Mj daitfhter-in-law shall follow 
these principles, not necessarily be¬ 
cause she believes In them but be¬ 
cause she believes that whatever 
father says must be cktrled out, I am 
trying to get young people, wbo have 
20. 30 years to go. Like AruD 
{Sbourie). My traditions will be car¬ 
ried out by ny descendants, or crus* 
tees; maybe desreodants. maybe trus¬ 
tees—I am not in a position to spell 
that out. 1 am trying to build an 
organisation, be it (ruacee>, belt tnis- 
lees cum-fanily. something of that 
sort which will ataintain the tradition. 
Frcteciion is easy. Do you know, if six 
Uke*mlnded people get together then 
no power on earth can stand between 
them end tbeir obiectiw. Only, you 
have to find such men. Very ddfkuli 
to find. * ■ 


0 : There ts a general impress¬ 
ion that the Mabmshtra 
G^rnj Kaagar Union 
(MCKUf has hst the battle. . 
as Mr Goenka was able to 
bring out the Indian Express again. Dr 
Samant, ir js said, has met his match m 
Mr Goenka. 

A: Those who believe this obviously 
don't know wbit the battle is all about. 
rU have to explain what the battle is 
and let the readers decide whether 
MGKU has proved a match... Unfortu¬ 
nately. the press in our country can be 
manipulated, just os much as public 
opinion cun. This time it is a pre.ss 
baron that I am up against, even 
though he has the mentality of a 
trader. An example of his behaviour 
during pendency of the case, my 
lawyer wrote a letter in response lu Mr 
Guenka's advei use ment in the press 
on 10 February. In this letter she madu 
it quite clear that under no circumst¬ 
ances would the workmen sign their 
death warrant by giving a confessiun 
that they ware on strike ur had in¬ 
dulged in violence. This quvMiun to yei 
t<i be decided hy the court in n com- 
plaint filed by the Indian Express On 
the other hand, the lawyer made it 
clear that if Mr Goenka was prepiired 
to uncondiiicmally lift the lockout 
which he had imposed, wmkers would 
be prepared to work. Remember, this 
IS a lockout and not a strike. Mr 
Goenka w h;s henchmen released this 
letter, or bits of it. lu the press saying 
that I had withdrawn my demands. 1 
challenge Mr Goenka to publish the 
full text of (he letter in hii pwn 
newspaper It is Mr Goenka who is 
cuveriDg up his failures with these lies. 

X : The fact still remains that he was 
• to bring out (he newspaper. 

A Those who judge success or fai¬ 
lure by whether a paper to published 
or not don't know what the battle is 
about. Shutting down the publication 
was Mr Goenka'8*step end be himself 
has now sought to reverse it. Our fight 
was a fundamental one—that uf the 
fundamental right of workers to de* 
cide which union they want to join. Mr 
Goenka has ao business to interfere 
with (heir choice. It is true that since 
he issued an advertisement on 10 
February, a handful of workmen have 
signed Aat humiliating undertaking. 
He is today printing and publishing 
some copies of the ii^ian Egress and 
Loirsana with his handful of workers. 
Mr Goenka's success or fiihira lies in 
the fact that out of LlDQ workmen, not 
more than 300 and odd submitted to 
his bullying tactics. They, in any case, 
are mainly editorial stuf and proof¬ 
readers. Mr Goenka succeeded in bul¬ 
lying about 300 people and failed to 
buify 6S0 people. If this to what you 
cal] success then too bad for you. In 
the ultimate analysis, Mr goenka 
should know that he can only produce 
hto paper if he has industnai ^ace It 
can never be printed wiih hired black* 
kgs staying on the premisea, working 
under lock and key, being provided 


“Union-bashing is 
in Goenka’s biood” 

Or Datta Samant» who (ed the battle against Ramnath 
Goenka, states his case in an interview with Olga Teijis. 


wiili t<)jm m^itui’SNC’s jrui diiJ 

surrguiidi'd by ihc piilicc Tht* pj|)vr 
cannur br i>rju^h( (lui unilvr a %\>M' of 
<»r WiTh j voptiw wi^rk umv. 

Q: Vuu may lail tlwm ijpnvtf nork 
m. bt/r ctidMnV thvv ht h}Al 
MJrktvs? 

At Loyal vo wbom? With 40 milbon 
Mople unvmplnvyd *iiid whvii u bully 
Iik« Mr (Kwnka holds out a threat 
dismissal after i7 February if workers 
don't turn up nnd si^n a humiliating 
undertaking, ihen can those who stay 
pn under economic compulsiun be 
motivated by luvaliy? 

Q: As an employer he ha* the nght 
to deiriiind the Uiitti of behaviour he 
wants in Ajs nr^anj«arjan. 

A; In that case he doesn't krtow and 
he has not been prupcrly'and legally 
advised. Laitally, he dues nor have the 
right (o terminate their services, as the 
court has stibset^uenily given an in* 
iuiHtion to the dfect, 

Q: Assuming that hir Coenko sulme- 
quently ivirhc/ntivs the underrairrng ur 
uters jr ro suit .four unkui. en^ rhe 
workers go in. ivoufd rhf> whole issue 
not have been an etercise ia furjVxry? 
Who got what out of this? 

A: 1 agree the whole exercise of the 
lockout and closure i$ an exercise m 
futility Mr Goenka declared a lockout 
and hu applied for a closure of the 
establishment. What did he get out 
it, except loss of revenue for him end e 
forced loss of weges for the workers? 
His application for lockout says that 
be was doini so because of a "series of 
grave acts« irdiKipUne>g>slow, re* 


lusul on agreed nveriine. wilful 
uhwnieeisn that culmijidtetl in a slay 
m Mrike " We challenge him to prove 
the acts of indiscipline and absentee* 
ism On thei>ther hand, uvertime work 
IS a matter nr ctioperation It was our 
good gi act lo ac< epi two rupees in I ieti 
Ilf a tea break: we were going out of 
nur way (q help him bv working over 
time. We withdrew this tcHiperatinn 
during a period when we were making 
represent atHMis ahiint our legitimate 
dt^and% In a utuanon wl^re the 
cmplovvi relumes lu luncede legiti¬ 
mate ^mands. workers are entitled to 
withdraw thetr enuperatmn. 

Q )’Mr have Iwrn Oivuvrd ttt nor 
havtng fegjnffljre demand"- and change 
mg iht'm vrhvn tf cuirr >tiu. 

.A' FruhabK vuu are not aware of the 
significance of the payment of bonus. 

Ii IN ri matter which has to be under- 
Niiml properly. Bonus m October con¬ 
cerns ihe psychology of workers 
Throughout the year they incur debts 
and bOTtis is a time when they pay off u 
iliese ilebts and buy things for their ^ 
homes. It is Dlwali time. You rauu ^ 
undmund that iiQfii>aymeni of bonus *' 
IS u very senouc matier and the com ' 
puny rriused to discuss this iitsue. 
They refused to announce bonus, 
much less pay ii. To this day bonus has 
not been ppid. Mr Goenka has this 
mo^ in his pocket and this amount 
which IN roughly around Rs 30 lakhs u 
earning a fat interest. Will Mr Goenka, 
when he gives the bonus, share this 
interest with the workers? 

(In the issue of bonus I think Mr 
Go^Jre has said that the Ciunpany had 
a fiqurdir.v problem after im¬ 
plementing the l^ekar award . 

A: Do you expect me to believe that^^ 

I think eien the judge smirked in 
court when Ur i^nka’s counsel said 
that bonus was not paid because the 
workers already had received addi¬ 
tional money throu^ the Palekar 
avrard and so bonus was not urgent. 
Has he done a favour id the workers by 
tmplemenriag The Palekar award? Is 
be at some kind uf bargain counter? 
You keep ray money in your pocket 
and do business with it, is (hat fair? Is 
it just? In (his situation, have the 
wewkers committed a rrirae by with¬ 
drawing their cooperatuMi? 

Q: You have been accused of being 
arrogant in bringing the Express ro a 
bait. . 

A: Pint let's get this straight It was 


Mr (ktenka who imposed the suspen¬ 
sion tifder inllov'ed bv a lockout and 
ha\ a closure notice hanging like 
DamiHles* Nword over ihe workers' 
heads. And where is the arrogance on 
my pan? I wrvte lu them on 26 August 
IIBI intiwming them that the majority 
of their vfurker^ had joined (he MGKU 
and that we had been outhonsed to 
represeni them. We requested them to 
extend their cooperaiiun to discuss 
and resolve problem%. it any. amic¬ 
ably, in order to maintain Industrial 
peace anil harmony. No reply. On 9 
aad 22 ^lember we wrote in hirh 
again saying that their silence obvious¬ 
ly meant that they were noi prepared 
to have, a dialogue. On 29 September 
we sent in our demands fur bonus. On 
1 October we wrote again asking for a 
meeting to discuss all problems to that 
a solution could be found. We wrote 
again un 15 October pointing out that 
the management was continuing its 
unfair labour practices hy compeUifig 
workers lo do outside jobs in the offset 
process depiriment. For instance, 
prior to joining us. (he workers of this 
department i^ad to du just one set 
containing four pages uf fiegeiiven, 
whereas after they joined vs they were 
forced to prepare (wo sets uf eight 
pages. In ine notice it was mentioned 
that one set wus to be «eni tu Madras 
for pnniing the magaiine. We wrote 
thai thfs clearly showed that workmen 
were being forced to do additional 
jobs and it appeared that they disliked 
our workmen who were organised 
under our banner and so ware taking 
steps ID harass the workmen one way 
or another Mr (kienka refused to 
reply or come tu the negutiaiing table. 
Ills attitude is that of an upper class 
brahimn towards an untuucnable. Un* 
fiinunately for him he is living in a 
bygone era of feudal overlords. This is 
his tragedy and (ailure-^is inability 
to realise that rimes have changed 

g* But he has sn7! not recognised 
your union and you are still at square 

OOf. 

A. Who said the battle is over? 
Recognition is never given uQ a planer 
and we will continue uur struggle. He 
will continue to /ace (he hostility ol 
workers until he iaces the realities of 
the situation 1 am told his attitude is 
not pt»culiar towards me only. Union¬ 
bashing is in his blood. What did he do 
10 Delhi? Modhumita Mozumdar, the 
founder member of the Delhi union of 
the Express was given narching 
orters from Delhi and she was forced 
to resign. He just doesn’t want a union 
today. As far ai thebWprking,g2k$s is 
eonceroed, they don't look to tbe los 
ses thar a strike brings to them. Those 
who stand in queue for advances a few 
days after getting their salaries don't 
mind struggles. I know this because 1 
have between 12 to IS lakh workers 
under my banner. It is the struggle of 
people who tfw 20 years of service 
get barely Rs gSO per month. Fur them 
this struggle is a revolution and they 
are prepared (o suffer. 



SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Runaway kid goes 
to Rajya Sabha 

SivftJi OanesBn sdmoet nevermAdeit But when Mrs Oandhi obosehimover 
Amitam Baohchan to fiU the R^iys SabhA BAAt thAt Ml vacant after Nargis DutVs 
death, she rewarded a lifeloDg loyaliBt overafaniily friend, saye ANITA PRATAP 
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Ftbruary. uir Sivtii 
Cintwo, the fBedsee 
idoi ol Tuil Kedu. 
neoilMted to (he lUjym 
Sibht u tuccewoe to 
Merijf Dutt, bMtinf rivel cendMete 
Afluubta BechohtQ in the Uii lep. Hii 
: victory cem it i lurprlte bectsue, 
while the rece wu on berweea (he (wo 
\ Mm. Aaicahh wet doeer to (he lUiya 
’ Mbe ee^t then Sivtij, HU Meet 
IWM hU friend Rajiv Gendlu.Rivali, os 
die other hand, hat no peraoMl coo* 
tact with (he oamJpoieiK Mrt 
I A Kli pairooeie U cosliaed 

(a the jdlL vada. euiher world of the 
TiBile. While the sutioee tdoli Jock* 
eyed in the fray. SivajJ lufferM a 
aevere blow to oil chaMi and om 
when AlCC (i) leatnl tecrecary GX 
Uoopeoar iwho balk fron the Mdw 
die(M M SiviJI and to whowi (he 
actor and his wu-orfiiused fan bsmk 
dation had always anendod all sup* 
port)I turned around and recoa* 
iDended Aaiiabh's candidature. It is 
preeunied (hat be was rerpoodlnc (o 
(ho aigniU eatanatini from (he Gandhi 
family 

But then it was not as if Sivaji wps 
without anv clout. As soon as be was 
Jilted by Moopanar, he was wooed by 
BBOtber powerful clique—defeace 
minister, R. Veahataraaiu, the union 
state sUniscer for Mrkviture. HV. 
Bwaminathaa and the Tamil Hadu 
Conireas Committee (I) presidedt. 
M.P. Subramaaiam. Ibe nipport of the 
All India Sivaji Film Fans Asioda* 
(ien|Whkh has 2 $ lakh Demben (a 
food number beuif ConareMD party 
woricers)) veered from the Moopenar 
caucus to the Venkauraman cecerie. 
But Sivaji*8 overwh^minf quaUfici* 
tkn for the nomination was (hat be 
has been an active and Iml CoofraM* 
mas for ZS years and is Mrs Gandhi's 
most powerful supporter in Tenil 
Nedu. 

Siviii Gaoesan was bom oo 1 Octo* 
bar 1928 at VUUpuram in South Arcot. 
On (he same day his father. Cbinniah 
PUIai. an official in tha south rwdian 
railway,- was arretted for asti'Bridsh 
■ctivirlm. Sivaji did nor study be y oad 
the second fTM. Tha cuniiaf point in 
SivaJI't life was witneiatBi a sc r eat 
drasw called Veere Faniya JCarre* 
bommart, when be was t peppy little 
24 


Ud of stL Greatly inspired by the play* 
ha was kntoBt on g iSma* 

boatman himadf. To fuUQ us bniM 
aabsdoa. he ran away fram heoa lo 
iom a drama treup a at Madurai Minor 
leamle rolas wera carekaaSy thrown to 
him «d(kh be peiforamd with bfifk' 
Alndad davotioa. Sooa his talent and 
dedication made turn the evnosurt of 
all eyaa. Bitfer and more fn a ltorif l TH 
roM came nTs way and not once did be 
diuppoint hli audieoce. Kis brilliant 
uuuaya l of Chatruetl Sivaji earaed 
aim the aicknaaM or Sivaji prefixed to 
his real name. It stuch be* 

cause everybod y loved it. The title 
*8ivaji Gaoesan’ was officially confer¬ 
red on him at a public hsiction proa 
ided over by FaMar E.V. lUmaiwamy 
ffaiClier. the one who palvaniaed (be 
Dravidiao movement in (be state. 

W1950. Slvali made Ua debut m (he 
film world wicn Faraseithi which be* 
caM a terrifk box office hH catap^t* 
inf Sivaji fnn a known drama artiiie 
to a star. And he has never looked 
beck since, la 30 years be has com¬ 
pleted 225 films. We ftM Vmn Put 
dfyi KMttaA^mac wen him the best 
actor award at dm AfroAaiaii Him 


Si'f^ 

who Is m $tmpk 



festival held in Cairo in 1960 where ho 
ftnick up a friendship with Frosideat 
Kasser, who was paoulnaly Inpreaiad ’ 
by his splendid fMormance. la fact, 
wMfi Naseer visited India. Sivaji was 
the mdy person allowed to host a 
public recepdoo in his honour. As 

e aniita be has acted in Hindi. 

ju, Kannada and Malivalam 
films. He maki all four south Indian 
lawaaas fluently, knovrs a good deal 
of Engnsh and a smarterlnf of Hindi. 

At fim, Sivaji balonged tothe DMK. 
He later broke away to join fCamar* 
^’s Cofipom after (he 1969 sp]i(. 
Finally aftar Kamarai'i deirh, he 
switcM to Mn Gandm’s fKtion cd 
the Coogrem. Sivaji is devoutly loyal 
to Mrs Gandhi. Cynics oiay wonder, 
but his d e v ot ion to her items more out 
of convktiop then sycc^ancy or poli¬ 
tical eipedieoCT. He firmly believes 
that she is (ha ^mai^ do-gooder this 
country is bi dire need of. In 1975, he 
led a legion of crusaders on a ewfayar* 
ra for tha ^vpogatten and puoliciM of 
the 20-point propaouna. For both far* 
liament and Aascmbly eleciioni. Sivaji 
has scoured the countryside cenvas- 
smg for (he Congress (1), always bear- 
ina his own opaiues. 

Now as a fUjya Sabha member, he is 
an iflviluable ally for Mrs Gandhi. As 
an artiste, Sivaji u widely respected in 
Tamil Nedu. wins the tiearts of 
OBetBsrs is the consummate ease with 
whiui he performs diverse roles. Hit 
artistry and commitment to (he profes* 
ffion are unquestJoubla. It's more ^ a 
vocnika than a profession for him. 
Siviji’s forte is emotional drama, avid¬ 
ly entering to the middle<lats need for 
lugh. kMd tqtlodrima. Most of his 
films have a very high decibel level. Of 
late, Stvaji has irefsd gracefully into 
a nrtiste. **! can’t do any* 

more jumping. My legs are all 
brakea.* be mm wmout any trace of 

'^SSng his heyday, when he plMed 
romantic leads with Fadmini, ILR. 
Vijayn, Sowcar Jannki. Saroja Devi, 
SevnbrL etc., ha wu singularly free 
from vicious goeelp ana scandals. 
(Bumoura af a raaantk involveswat 
with Fedminl at one dme. had mora 
^ice than aubataRca.) Not onk doH 
na projaa tha image m a family nan, 
ha IS, ui reality, very much a family 





itiui, happily mvned to KaoiaU, who. 
over (ho yean has steadily \}\woid^ 
into a matronly figure, content with 
the responsibilities of a mother and 
wife. Stvaji has two sons and two 
daughters, all married, with son 
Prabhu now making a debut in films. 
He became a grandfather at the ai;e of 

Sivaj had his share of luck, a 
vital ini^ ..tent in any actor's career. 
His very first film Faras»kthi was a 
silver jubilee hit. His 100th film 
NBVMnthh ran for 100 days. Ssvsle 
SboibU his ISOth film ran for 100 days 
and his 200th film THhsooiam (his own 
venture) ran for 200 days. He was 
given a hero's rule in his very first 
film, unlike most stars, including 
MGR. who acted bit roles in 20 films 
before his magnum opus Rijakumari. 
Slvaji was also lucky enough to cum* 
piece 100 films in nine years (MGR, fw 
instance, took 20 years) He is also 
lucky in (hat he has blended a success* 
ful career with a happy marri^ life, 
something very few stars can be proud 
of. Jn feet. Sivaji stated in the inter¬ 
view that probably his only vinue is 
(hat he hes been a giKid husband and 
father* His weaknesses, according to 
him, are his short temper and smoking. 
As to how many cigarettes he smokes, 
he said. '*1 smoke till my wife shouts at 
me." 

As a man Sivaji comes (hrou|dt as 
jovial, gentle and kind. And. ne is 
very. very, diplomatic He might sit 
like a monarch conducting a fh'wane-e' 
aam with an assemble^ uf flatterers, 
or star-struck fan« or the needy ai his 
feet, but he never treats anyone with 
condescension. He listens to then 
attentively, chats and laughs, emerg¬ 
ing as a friendly, helpful, likeable 
person. The reaction of must of his 
visiturs is invariably the same: *He is 
such a great man. but is so simple * 
Maybe he is playacting—at least (hat 
is what a lot of people say. To some 
extent this could be true; the blurring 
of the line which divides reality from 
(he stage is inevitable if one is as 
devoted to acting as Sivaji is. If that is 
the case, all one can say is that he has 
chosen a pleasant rale to pUy in real 
life. But Sivaji does seem a bit simple- 
minded and naive, and like a good 
many artistes, at times appears a bit 
divorced from reality. Most things are 
reduced to acting, floodlights, cameras 
and, most Important, cue lines. But 
even if he is a wee bit removed from 
reality, he is definitely not working at 
cross-purposes with it. 

When he heard of his aomination, he 
was nursing a bad leg at home, having 
cancelled all shooting for a week. Even 

before cb« week was out. be felt com¬ 
pelled to do a bit of shming. When 
tbit correspondent tried to contact 
him for the interview he was on an 
outdoor location on the railway tracks 
at Tarnbaram. 2% km from the city. The 
next day he had to cancel his shMlog 
again. Just as walk for he talked to this 
Gorraepondeot for almost two hours* a 
bi-lintual (English and Tamil) lotcr- 
view that was punctuated with guffaws 
all the way. ■ 


“Mrs Gandhi is fuifilling 
Kamaraj’s dreams” 

S^v^ji Ganesan toils Anita Pratop 


• What was your rvactxM ro your 
X * nominarioa M (he fUtya Sahba? 
A: When Madam (Mrs Gandhi) in¬ 


formed me about my nominatioa. I was 
really happy because now I can do a 
lot for my people and my party. 

Q: Why do you think Mft G^dbi 
chose you? 

A: Pnmanly because I am an artitt*. 
Among (the) film personalities who 
became MPs. first we had S.S. Vasaan, 
then Papaji (Phihviraj Kapoor) and 
then Nargls. But I have an added 
attraction because I have also been a 
Congiesstnan for 2S years. She must 
have chosen me because 1 am a leniv 
artiste as well as a loyal party worker. 

Q: Do you propose fo give up ocring 
now^ . 

A; .Definitely not. I've been Aoatn 
because I'm an artiste, so why should I 
give up my profession once Tve been 
nominated? 

P fiofv do you hoi about being the 
tint TamU actor ro be noounared to 
tha Rajva Sabha? 

A; I don't feel anything much. 

Whkk an tbo issues that you an 
going to concentrate oo? 

A: My first priority is to take up the 
prabkdu of the film industry* The 
worst pr^lems are in my profession. I 
wan( to take up the problems oi ^ 
entire film industry not just the Taw 
industry. Then I tackle the ^b- 
lems of the poor. 

Q; Which H the probSoa nlati^ to 
the fiim industry that you art goto# to 
taka ta first? 

A: The first thing I am going to 
tackle is the censor board. There tre 
some people who ere domioaiiAt Che 
censor bo^. tbou^ they don't nave 
any knowled^ of rilms. So much of 
money is wasted because af their ores' 
ponsible censoring. This is e mecter I 
am go^ to Uke up imaediaialy. As 
an artiste who has been m Che film 
industry for 30 years I have s lot of 
experw^. Regarding ceasorship, 1 
will have to give some advice and 
suggestions to the miiusters. 

Q: In the'world of pobtka wbo is 
your Aero? 

A: Kamaraj* 1 love Kamaraj. 

Q: Why? 

A: Because be was the cmly peo^e's 
leader we had. He fulfilled peon's 
needs. He sever wasted his tiow talk¬ 
ing; he believed in doing. Action was 
what he always waaiei not simply 
talking about this and (hat i first 
loved Gandhi ihen f loved Kamarej. 
Mn fulfilling Kamaraj's 

dreams, so now ] love lladnm. 

Were you doee to JCamar^? 

: Very cloee. I was his pet hoy. I 


loved him more than 1 loved tny father. 

Q: Whet is your retotionshtp with 
Moopanor? 

A: We are very good friends. We 
heve been family fiends for many, 
many yean. We come from the same 
distnet, llmnjavur* Do you know I'm a 
Cbola? ( Proudly twirls an imaginary 
moustache Id mock gesture.*) 

Q: Has be coeveyod his congntvla- 
tioos? 

A: NM yet. He is very busy* He is 
handling important matters in Hyde^ 
abed (choosing Anjaieh'i successor). 

Q: Whet, according ro you, is ibo 
reason /or the fact rhet ^iirics and 
fiims are cfose/y totemnned to Tami/ 
?fedu. We hire Annaduraj. ICaruna* 
you. etc. 

A: Probably because in Tamil Nadu 
most poUticiens art artistic peopla. 
Yes, (here is a relationship, but it's not 
something new. It goes back to the 
pre-independence iiys when stage 
artistes used to put up street plays, 
supporting (the) freedom nni^e. 
Also* our Tamil culture is so ancient 
end so great. Every Tetnilian Is 
steeped in his culture, a good many 
are scholars. Art and politics are the 
two eyes in the face of i emll Nadu. As 
to why exKtly that is so, 1 don't really 
know, nj have to do research (to fine 
the aoswer). 

Qi Do you foe! that actors make 
bprter politicians? 

A: Yes. Artistes have bener Ideas, so 
eh^ make good politicians. Their im* 
agnatioD is better than ordinary pe^ 

Q: Wbar do you think of Mrs 
Gandhi? 

A: I think she is very straightfor¬ 
ward. Uke Kamaral. she believes to 
action. She is the only one who is 
doing sonething now. 

Q: Whet do you think of Riniv? 

«t: I've not met him but I'm told that 
he is a nice gentleman. Sanjey was a 
lovely person, very active. Everyone 
expect^ so much from him. 

Q: What should be the role of fiims 
to aodery? 

A: It is a very powerful medium, ft 
shoold be used like^ su^rcoated pill. 
The awssege can be administered like 
a medicine for the good of the people. 

if: Do you think that MGR is an able 
chm jutoster? 

A; I should not say anything. My 
pUtferm is different. 

0: Do you aspire ro be the future 
ehtef minimaf of Tamii Nadu? 

A: (i^ugbi beertily). No comment. 
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SPK3AL REPOFTT 


Kerala's Communal 

Politics 


Why ck> communal and caste factors matter so much in Kerala politics despite a high literacy 
ate. an articulate middle class and a strong Marxist tradition? What is at the root ot he state*! 
chronic political in8tabjlitv?ASH0K KAMAiH examines the state's social and political history 


rate 

chronic political in8tabjllty?ASH0K KAMA1 

arKi comes up with some answers. 


G ov*ramentii in KeraU ttnd 
TA chanRv evary lM^o ytu$. 
Durmfi the 25 yeari of the 
State's existence it hes seen 
the n«e and fall of ai mnny 
11 ministnes. Su. when in the third 
week of Ociol>er the MarxlM led \Ait 
Democratic Turn itovernment in the 
state fell foUowinit withdrawal of sup* 
port by two coalition partners> n vms 
mstory repeetinc itself with boring 
predictibiliiy. 

The ftubsec|ueni realignment of poli¬ 
tical parties tn the state and the forma 
tion of yet another shaky coalition 
|(overnment have a familiar look about 
It* Prom all accounts it is rather un¬ 
likely that ihi« latest cualitiun amya/ 
ikhiti'hdi, if you Ukel in uffice. under 
thu ch ief in in istersh ip uf Conpress 11 )'s 
K. Kerunakeran. will survive its ox* 
YKeti tent existence, lex fate depends 
on one single vote^of the Speaker of 
the Assembly's the strenptK of those 
in power and the oppusition is exactly 
the same. Indications are that the 
Stale will go to the polls after going 
through the ritual of parsing the 
budget. 

Why is it that Kervla has seldom 
seen a semblance of political stability 
in independent India? Why is it that 
coalition euvemmencs in the State are 
mote a rule than an exception? Why is 
it that the ostensible friends of today 
are the bineresi of foes tomorrow? 
Why is it that proponents of some of 
thei most disparate ideoloues end up 
as political bedfellows and collective 
custodians of povwr? And. most impor* 
tant of all. wny is it that despite the 
strong Marxist tradition of the State, 
caste and communal considerations 
continue to play an important role in 
its politics? 

The caste-communal background of 
Kerala's politics may not be apparent 
to an outsider The State has a near- 
impeccable record of communal bar* 
mony. the highest literacy level in the 
country and a very articulate middle 
class. And yet its politics is deep* 
rooted in casteism and cummunalism. 
It is these strong roots that make the 
delicate political balance swijie so fre* 
c|u«ntly If you look closely at Kerala's 
twentieth century history you will find 
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the lineagf of nost of the political 
parties fwiih the probable exception 
of leftiats end quasi-left ists) and poUti- 
cians m one communal organisation or 
another. 

At the turn of last century, Kerala 
society was typical of what prevailed 
in other parts of the country. Broadly 
speaking, at the apex of the caste- 
ridden Hindu society were the nan- 
boodiris, or the priestly class. As was 
tbeir wont, the Damboodiris were 
essentially a parasitic class, living on 
the sweat and blood of other sections 
of society. Below the namboodiris 
came the oairs and allied caste Hin* 
dus. At the base uf KeraU's Hindu 
society were the vast body of untouch¬ 
ables like the exhavas who, though 
relatively better off than otbtf lower* 
rui^ communities of the time, did not 
quite fit in to anv erf the four tradition* 
al segments ot Hindu society—die 
brahmins, ksbatriye^ vainas and 
shudras. In terms of bistorichl. politic* 
al and numerical predominance, the 
eshavas may be bracketed with three 
other communities in Kerala sociep^ 
the nairi, Christians and MusUras. 
(The term eohavas covers the thiyas of 
the Malabar region, the chokons of 
central Travancore and the eohavas 
proper of southern Trevencore). 

The rise of the eohave community 


from the lower rungs of Kerala's socie 
ty to a position of political and econo 
mk power Is a faKlnatin| story of > 
backward cohimunity moving vertical 
ly up the social matrix by sheer coilec 
tivKMtion. And the man who is re 

S ided as the moving spirit behin< 
is successful climb is the patroi 
saint Sree Nanyana Guru, founder o 
the Sree Narayane Dharma Paripalam 
(SNDP) Yogmu. Tha history of Kerah 
IS full of stories ol tha rise of organisa 
rions like the SNDP, the Nair Mrvici 
Society iNSS) end the Christian an< 
Muslim communal forums organisa 
cioni which sprang up as^tto^ans o 
the oocio-poUticiT and economic in 
(eretti of their respective communl 
ties. In the origin and evolution o 
these organisations lies the key a 
Kerala's communal politics of today 

T he SNDP fomaUv came into exist 
ence in 1903. Eleven years latei 
followed the NSS. Between themselves 
they formed the bulwark of resistanct 
to namboodiri domination in Kerali 
society. This dominance was identifiei 
u the stumbling block in the way m 
progress of other communities. 

One of the first attempts at seekini 
redress from high caste opfvessiOT 
came in the form of the "Malayalet 
Memorial,* a petition of sorts to thi 
then Dewan ot Travancore highli^t 
ing the ezhave community's grie 
vances like social discrimiaation, ine 
quality of opportunities and curbs oi 
temple entry. Mfben the petitioner 
did not get the right response from thi 
Travancore government, a need wa 
felt for collective efforts to fight nam 
boodiri domination. The SNDP and thi 
NSS were two such organisations tha 
were bom in its wake. In challenginj 
the oppressive namboodiris, the erhi 
vas and the nairs, the latter gssentiall: 
a warrior community which was quasi 

e ly and relatively better ofl 
themselves on common ground 
It was only a matter of lime before thi 
Christiani end the Muslims chipped ii 
to claim a slice of the dlsintegraiin, 
namboodiri cake. Communal comblni 
lions thus came to the fore under th' 
common banner of revolt against th 
priestly class. Tha caateiaCkommuai 




CMUtiMft, 4nd tlu auuuMT in whkli 
cbt vnin coduaunitins nlifi\ed nod 
! iMli^nd cbeottnlvM depttMUni on 
wfao tht **cdnaDoa nocmy* wu, art 
today rtfltcted in cbt polidcaJ paa- 
, tichM in Kerala. 

In challentiad tbe begamooy of the 
nambooriirii vu*e>vis tbe pritatJy fuM- 
tiooft, Sree Narayann Guni tftabUabtd 
a Skivice comidt Mar ThvaDdnia. 
Tka sMoyMsin ia ibas tindlt act parod 
tba way for one of tbe Boat uipresiiTe 
coAttuni^ ratorv BoveBOOti ia the 
world. Unlike tbe lattrday anti* 
bribBinim of the Dravidian parties 
of fltitbbourti]| Taail Nadu, 
tpaarhoaded by E.V.R. Periyar. Sroa 
Narayana Gum incroduced an elaaaot 
of ‘‘SanskritiMtioD* (a tarai coioad by 
social hUtorian M N. Srinivas) to the 
Eihava nforv BoveoiaDt 

Unlike Pariyar's Dravidianiia 
which thrived on konocluv aod atbe- 
isB. Sroa Narayana Cum*i accaat was 
on *'oui'brth]Btoin|* the brahaiu by 
setting up tea^des and comecrariBg 
idols without tbe aid of tbe cwiceboraa. 
From the eenple trustees of the fifat 
Shivs temple set up by Narayana Guru 
sprang a raint stock company called 
tne Sraa Narayana Ohanna Pahpalana 
(SNDP) Yoaam, essentially a pmiKt 
of tbe naadfor spiritual guaruanship 
of chc eshava coot/nuntty, tt soon trtns* 
formed itself Into a owre tangible 
agent of social, economic and politKal 
change. The bloodless coup tnat was 
iiart^ at the level of temples soon 
percolated to othar fields like educe* 
tion. public servKe. commerce and 
politics Indeed, few communities in 
the wwld have displayed as auich 
social dynamism as ihie ethavas of 
Kerala. It was this community that set 
the model for other conmuoities like 
the nairs, Christians and Muslims of 
the region for collective bargaining. 

The (fair Service Society <NS5) was 
formed In 1914 with articles of intent 
similar to that of tbe SNDP. Though 
not in the same bracket as the un 
touchable ethavaa, the nair commun* 
ity with all its sects and sub*sects was 
basically steeped in an obKurtotist 
value system that effectively blocked 
out avenues of social and eccood u c 
progress. As a coAmunitr, tbe nain 
were below the namboodiris. mana* 
gers of the properties of the Utter 
. class, and proviMrs of the milicia to 
tbe feudal brahmin overlords. The 
emergence of a certain enlightened 
class among the Mirs at the tun of the 
nineteeatb centwy, which articuUtod 
the demand for social status and pow* 
or, culmioated in the formatioo ot the 
essentially communal NSS. 

At the other etxl of tbe s p e ct iun 
were the Chriseiu asd the relatively 
young Muslim commuaitiei. The 
Christian familial units had inbuilt 
scope for individual iaitietive and 
growth, unlike that of the nairs or the 
< eshivas. Tbe need for a sepeiate organ 
like the 8NDP and NS8 was not 
fell ftroBgly simply btcauae the 
Christian diinch pcoridod the cob< 
■unity with the neceemvy unity and 
ieodorahlp. like the Muelima, the 
Chfisciani weranot a part of the social 


Inararchy of Hindu society and they 
oerer came near the periphery of 
power. But to tbe church and 
tbe ^read of education which 
tbe commimin readily took to, there 
caase to the fore a powerful middle 
dais, progressive U a seose, and 
acutely aware of tbe need to asaert 
isaMf in ibs ipea for pow er and status 
that tbe Hindu reform mevemenu 
ebunwd up. 

The Muslim communiiy of Kerala 
has himorkally bean concentrated in 
the Malabar ragioa. cenmumry 
traces its roots to the Arab merchants 
who sattled in tbe conial regiobs of 
Calicut and Caaaanora lod a triable 
chunk was added to tbe coBBunity's 
aumcncal strength follow^ the inva* 
ikms of Hydse iUi aod Tippu Sultan, 
the cotnmuaity baa, by aod Urge, 
been latecomers in tbe communal race 
for power. Hi stork ally, this eoaaun* 



con* 


Nsyanar may sesd commaaa? ha(p 

ity has often played the role of 
"Mdesmaid* but never of the *bride" 
in Kerala's coBBunal politics. As per 
the 1971 census, tbe Muslims consti* 
rute 19.S per cent of the state’s popuU* 
tioo the Christian community 

conpritina lljQS per cent. But tbe gap 
ia p^tical and aconoetie progress 
cijiuas. to bo aiwriDOUily wido. 

With the four principal communi¬ 
ties—tbe axhavas, nairs. Qmitians 
aod Mudims—aware of tbetr indi* 
ridual Kreagihs, the race for domina* 
tioa began m right oaraest. Side by 
side wiu eodnl equality, the other aim 
was ‘liberation tvot^ edocadM." In 
this directioe the SNUP, the NSS aad 
^ Orittians (thaidcs tMialy to the 
BMsmooarics) adraaced tremendously 
through their respire cxuiummity* 
mnsored educational institutions. 
Then case reservaiioe 

of jobs in foveniBCSt service along 
Qn^. fy tbe mid'Thirties 
tbe govenunent of Traviocore had to 
coacada to tha requast for the con* 
ititvtion of a Public Service Cotfuals* 
tion and proviaioe of nearly 40 per 
cent of )om for backward communi¬ 
ties, This was a sigaal victory for tht 
8NDP About tha same time came 
another victory for tae communal* 
iacs^eaervaiioB of seats ia the 


bkameral Parliament. 

Tbe history of Kerala's reform move* 
ments duni^ the first half of this 
century was marked by remarkable 
communal 'coalitions-" One of tha 
earliest was the ‘alliance' between 
tlw ethivas and the nairs. The SNDP 
aad tbe NSS struck notes of kinship 
beiween themselves simply because 
the namboodiriB were the ‘cottmon 
enemy." The basically "undefined 
alliance" between the SNDP and tbe 
NSS was strange in a way because tbe 
aair communiry on Ui own was guilty 
of diKrjminaiing against the eihavas. 
Nevertheless, in the fight for equality 
against the brahmins, tne esbavas and 
tbe nairs found themselves in the same 
boat. This ‘grand alliance" of two 
fiercely communel orgenisatioBS 
broke up by the Thirties whea tha 
SNDP aligned itself with the Christ* 
ians and the Muslims against the "anti* 
ChrisiUfl" NSS 

A nother interesting phase ceme in 
the Fifties when the eshavss and 
uir elites, which the SNDP and the 
NSS respectively bred, decided to gat 
together and fight the growing 
‘Cnrfstisn domination." The ambi- 
ilovi ‘Hindu Mandalam" wet floated 
in s bid to ‘bring all Hindus* under 
one umbrella to counter the "threat of 
ChrlMian domination." The undivided 
Congress parn was then identified as 
heavily "f^Chrisiian" and to counter 
tbii. tae Democratic Congress Party 
came into being to provide politico 
clout to the Hindus. But the Joint 
Hindu front represented by the Hindu 
Mindaleni and the Democratic Con 
gress Party failed to get off the 
ground, thanks mainly to personality 
clashes between the ^NDP leader R. 
Sankar and the NSS stalwart, Mannath 
Padmanabhan. 

Tbe Hindu Mandalam and the 
Democratic Congress Party were nev¬ 
er quite deeiinea to make much head¬ 
way because connuntty-based iJign* 
ments bad never lasted very long. Tne 
stien^t at Hindu unification via the 
Hindu Mandalam, it may be recalled, 
was preceded by the formatinn of the 
Joint Political Congress of Travancore 
which was in effect in alliance of tbe 
eihavas, Christians and Muslims 
against the caste Hindus. Once the 
mavi-based SNDP managed to $e- 
cuie most of its demand^ tne natural 
ceotnfugaJ forces came into play cul- 
miaating in the formation of tlU Hindu 
Maodalun. 

These frequent alignments and 
realignments have had two effects: 
there is more communal harmony m 
Kerala than in the rest of the country, 
aod communalism continues to play an 
inportani role in shaping the course of 
tbe stale's politics. Tne changing cum- 
Bunal pot-pourri that characterised 
this phase of Kerala's history made it 
obvious that there were no perreanent 
friendships. Comnuniiiet came 
together and fell out according to the 
dictates of their vested interests. 

Each of Kerala's progressive com¬ 
munities produced lu own elitist cU* 

27 


que whichi having reached positions 
power and pelf, nunured its own 
vested interest, ignoring the majority 
of itraggJerH within iheir own com* 
Dunities. Thus, among the eshavas. 
nairs, Christians and Muslims there 
was this large body of landle^is labour 
ers, toddy tappers, or unskilled and 
semi skilled iioir and cashew workers 
who did not reap the benefits of the 
reform movements. It was this '’com* 
Dunitydess*' majority that provided 
the fertile ground for a cummunisc 
movement. 

Caught us they were in the all< 
pervading whiii nf the communal re* 
form ni ganisatluni. the Communists 
were not quite sure how to react to it. 
Says Mr n.MS. Namhoodjripad in a 
recent issue of iS'ocra/ Setennsr; “As a 
freedom fighter and radical national* 
ist. 1 wus opposed to caste and com* 
munal p<iUtics. As a radical social 
reformer (ihi. I was all for the total 
climinaiiim of all distinctions based on 
caste 210(1 icligion. However. J could 
see the reality that, whatever (he 
viltrmate goal to which we were mov* 
ing, we carUHX wiiih away differences 
and distitictiaos based on the caste 
and the religinuv community. Socio* 
political orgiinitatiom dedicated to 
the cause of serving (he lower castes 
and fighting fur reforming the social 
and family ^lystems of even the upper 
castes, thert'fore. had my sympathy. 
All the m(»io w when vune of theW 
Cistv*has4>d urpanisations started 
champinning political demands, imeg* 
rating the movements for political 
democruev with social justice for the 
opures^cJ castes." 

Out of shvor necessity, the Commun 
ists had to play down the perniciuus* 
ness of caste and communal*based 
organisatioiit in the '‘larger interests 
of uniting the exploited classes against 
the exploit ing," Whether this line re> 
fleeted the pragmatic realism of the 
communisi> or whether it signalled the 
first of a >eries of compromises by 
them is a mnni point. But the strategy 
proved successful when in 19S7. the 
Communist Party of India formed the 
world's first elected communist minis¬ 
try with u (wn*vote majority in the 
Kerala Tl'gislaiure. 

In a limiiod sense, (he communists' 
coming to power was a bluw to parties 
based un communal organisations. But 
if W4Ui only a moticr of rime before the 
antic omitiuni^t forces ganged up to 
launch what has been descriMd as the 
"liberation struggle" against the CPI 
gf»vernmeni. The KMS ministry came 
down within 2H months of Us birth. 

This toppling proved that communal 
forces were still very potent in Kerala 

K lilies. The powerful middle class. 

longing to one communal organisa¬ 
tion or anuther, became aware of its 
muscle power. They thought they had 
"taught the leftists a lesson." These 
comtBunaJ forces became still more 
aware of their strength when, in 1967, 
the leftists had to share power with an 
acknowledged communal party^tbe 
Muslim League, Mr C. H. Mohammed 
Kuya of (he League was given a minis¬ 
ter's post in the CPUMMed ministry of 
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E.M.S. Nareboodiripad. Prior to this all 
that the Muslim League had got politi* 
cally even in Congress coalitions was 
the innocuous post of speakership of 
the Assembly. 

Whatever the lefrtsrs* justificatiotr 
for it. (he sharing of power with the 
Muslim League provicled another big 
victory for the State's cominunal par* 
ties. It was also a big blow to the 
nationalist Muslims because the Mus* 
lim League came to be regarded as the 
real champion of the community's in* 
terests. However, in all fairness to Mr 
Mohammed Kuya. it must be said that 
he launched a number of schemes to 
help the Muslims. 

T he l%4 split in the Congress Party 
in the State was also, in a sense, a 
victory tor a section of communal 
forces within the party. Kiddled as 


Kerala ministries 
since 1948 


rufi 

M«cti 1946 
(Travancore) 

October 1946 

May 1946 (COGhm) 
Ju*y 1949 
(Travancore- 
Cecfanl 

Febfuery t9$i 

Maidi 1952 
(Travancore- 
Cochml 

March 1*954 


Mwch 1955 
Apri 1957 
February i960 

September 1962 
March 1967 


November 190 


Odober 1970 


October 1969 


CHCF MWSTtR 

COALmON FAATNSRS 

Pattom A. Thanu Piiiat 

Travancore stale 

Peravoor T. K. Naravana 
Pita 

Ikanda Warner 

Congmae 5 Muekn 
league 

Praia Mandalam 

Peravoor T. K. Narayana 

lnMr> National Conyreee 

Pita 

CTravanoore State) 

C. Kesavan 

Congreaa and Praja 
(Mandalam) 

A J. Jdnr 

Indmn National 

Congreaa and Travancore 

mm 

TamU Nadu Congrtaa {TTNC 

Panom A^r Thanu Pita 

PSP wtth support 

Ol INC 

Panampelly Govkida 

INC with support 

Menon 

Of TTNC 

E. M. $. 

CR 

NamboodkigMl 

Paltom A. Thenu 

P5P-INC CDakhon 

PSiai 

with aupoon of 

ML and fNC 

R. Shankar 

INC 

E M. S. 

United Front ol 

Nambooi9nped 

'CPI(M). CPI. 

ML 5SP. RSP. 

KSP and KTF 

C. Ac^HMa Manon 

CPI. ML, RSP 
»id ISP 

C. Achuta Manon 

CPI. ML. RSP and 

PSP with support 
of Congress (R) 


E.M 5 



Nownber t969 


laM 

rasiQnaaon ot 
non-M^uai mmsiers 

New nnatry 

headed by 

CPI'6 C. Achuta Menon 
eamm In 


CPI, Mufhm Leepue, 

ISP. HSP and 
Kerala Congreat. 

Support oflered Oy 
9*mamber Conprau group 


X»nh Uttory is with comeiua*! press¬ 
ure iroups. eidi cryiiti fo uin sup- 
reiMcy o?«r th« odw. s cpdit is the 
Coiicress Pirty eloog mnmuMl lines 
wes norhini but e lo^sl eitensioo o( 
things. 

The monent the CoMress Hrty re¬ 
timed to power to 19SI by riding tbe 
uiTKuiiununui wavsi its true feet too- 
el colours began lo Mpear. The lead¬ 
ing iriumvirate of C. K. Goviodaa Nair, 
R. Sanker end P.T. Chacko started 
pleytoi their old gaines. Sanker and 
Chacko fomed an axis which repre¬ 
sented interests of a section of 
their respective conn unities—the 
eihavas end the Chrisiians. le whet 
was a braten atiespi lo placate ezha- 
va sentiments and also smother tbe 
infighting, Sankar took over the 
reigns gf chief ministerslup under the 
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sixalied “Kamaraj Pled.*' CovindMl 
Nair was put m the dog house. ChaclM^ 
parted ways with SanMr. Death 
vented the former from formelly s 
titiR (be Congress Party, but his livi 
aitcrwftues like Kulanthunkal PotheA 
took up that r«»Je. Thus was born the 
Kerala Congress in 1964. Consider^ 
the cummunal tevrure of its Jeadte^ 
Lghrs. It wa% but natural that this 

C any came to be baptised by the 
ishupA and the laity alike as the 
chaiepiun of Christian intereiU. 
Though the preseiHe uf muiurity hSS> 
elements in ihe party helped dilute III 
total Christian image, the fact re 
mained that il Mill represented ChrlU' 
iins. 

The Kerala Congress. conteltiM 
elections for the first time m 196$. 
bagged an impressive 2$ seats. TC' 
form a cualiriun guvernment, the Kert' 
la Congress joined hands with tlM 
Muslim League and rhe two tried tC 
win Congress support. The attempi 
failed The 1965 mid-term election wtf 
nullified as a wi»rkable majority coulc 
not be found. The Congress Party 
which spurned the offers of the Kerau 
Coiicress and rhe Muslim League fr 
1965, witensibly to keep up its *nop 
communar image at the national 
level, paid dcarlv fur it in the 196*| 
elections. It failed at the hustings. 

By 1967 ihu Kerala Congress baej 
alienated Mannaih Pndmanabhan. tbt 
NSS leader, by refusing to follow hi: 
suggestion to merge with the mothe: 
Congress. This gave birth to ye 
anuther alliance. Padmanabhan o 
NS.S fame and K. Sankar of SNDl 
fame, who had cooiv togeiher once ti 
float the ill-fated Hindu MamiaUm li 
pre-independence Kerala as a reacti 
to the Congress' "oro-Christian'* learr 
mgs, reviv^ their Doitds of kinship fp' 
the third time, lliey were logerlw * 
ilw antKommunist muvement b^ort. 
parting ways and leaving the KeriJi 
Congress. Ndmanabhan ymnad force 
with Sankar on the eve of the 1991 
elections. This love hate luve-hatc 
love relatiunship, of course, did 
last long. Ibe Congress under Sank! 
was routed. The coalition govemmen 
which rame to power in 1%7 compris 
ed both the communist parties, tiu 
KbP, the SSP, ihe Kerala Socialis 
Party, (he Karshaka Thoshilalli Part* 
fstarted by the very colourful Caihuli 
prleM. Father Jo$^ Vadakkan, w)y 
was once a rabid anticommunist ani 
one of the presiding figures of th' 
movement which put the 1957 coir 
munist ministry out of poweri. and ch 
Muslim League. 

Between 1967 and the rise and fa) 
of *hp P. K Nayanar ministry las 
October, coahiinns gf all shades turv 
come and gone. Today, no single parf 
in the .Slate can claim iii>i to have ha' 
truck with communal elements sonu 
time nr the uther. So Jong ns there ar 
*comniunHl suimKholds" like Km 
tayam.Iddukki (Christiansland MalU 
puram. Calicui i Muslims}, no singl 
party C'redical* or utberwisei ci 
afford not to serenade up t» communs 
balconies. Not. at least, if your aim i 
power. ' 
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7lkaa«j hihtt to urt bit tevtro 
iunt 


Q d (he afternoon of IS 
November 1981, docicri in a 
lanialore clinic made e 17> 
inch inciiion In (be chen of 
21 yeer<old Joeepb Thonot 
id for (be next eui and a haN 
.hove to uva hie rapidly deienoratini 
lift luA|. L*H than three nentba later, 
on the evening of 11 January 1982. 
Il'yeer<ld Geneah Babu aat down in 
hie hoittl room in.Daventere. wrote 
lerien to hii father and a friend and 
then proceeded to hanf himaetf. 

Two unrelated inddenu? No. Both 
Thomas and Babu were “iruoaiee* of 
(he same hell bole—the hostel 
attached to the J.M.Medtca] aed Oe- 
otal collties at Divanfere. Both were 
victims of a new romire RMicinc whkb, 
even at the tine of wridni, provides 
the belt form of tnteruinmeht for 
perverted senior studoati at 
Diveniere. 

d iosaph and hU brother Daniel 
Md the Dental college boaitl in 
tobtr last year. Being lunlors they 
were refied diUj^ by senior students, 
both hoitelicrs and day schoUrs, but 
as the raggiDg then was nuld (htj 
raised no complaint. Gradually thu 
tauing took a aerioua cum and nuUy, 
on si Occobtr it reached what tb^ 
described as "an uabeeribla max* 
tmun.'* 

Thay had reeervtd cidcan on a bus 
leaving for Baogalora at 2 pm that day. 
At 1 pm Joseph was coniu out of his 
room to go CO the toilet when be was 
GonfroQted by an inebriated senior 
medical stud^t. He eeked the freah> 
man if be knew who T. Ravi Kasargod 
was and where ha lived. When dw 
freshman replied in the negative the 
senior "flew into a rage, abused and 
pushed and hit me on the face,” 
Joseph (old me. Collecting their books 
and baggage the boys locked their 
room ana walked out n the hostel only 
to be confronted by T. Ravi Kasargod 
himself with a group of other seniors. 
They were beaten, their luggage pul* 
. led out of their hands and they were 
dragged towards flavrs house a short 
distance away. In the centre room of 
(he heuec Joeepb was badly beaten 
■gain. When he fell to the fto^ he wes 
30 


Ragged to death 


Late last year a Student of the Medical and Dental 

college in Davangere had to undergo major lung surgery; 
three months later. ar>other student of the same collie 
killed himself. These were the results of the months oT 
Inhuman ragging that the students are put through. LOUISE 
PERNANOES reports on the shocking brutalisation of junior 
stOdents that takes place in the cdl^e hostel, while the 
government and educational authorities conveniently turn a 
blind eye. 


repoAtedly tctmMd oo the chat (i 
ftcior which perntps gccouAd for tha 
sevort injuries to hmloft lung). A( this 
point Diniel w«s ordered lo go sad 
ctU ell (he new denuJ scudents who 
were in other lodges in Devsngere. Ho 
wes kicked end told (he( for each 
s(vden( not present be would get 
enocher luck. 

fft to Joseph. After being kicked 
. nfe chest teverel times, (he riggers 
Brought out e wkker chair, seated 
their victim on it end kept slipping 
him beckwerds off the chair. When he 
fell they kickW it his geniieU. Hiev 
(hen pieced ibe cheir in (he middle vS 
a muddy pool ou(side the bouse and 
seated Joseph an it. After all of there 
bad unnetra in the pool, they rook 
fistfuls of the wet, filthy mud end used 
bN face for target practice. The lender, 
Ravi, grabbed Joseph's ears and 
started hitting him again. The back of 
his right ear tore. By this lime Ills nose 
was .aUo bleeding. He wns thea made 
to stnp 10 the water and wash fne mud 
off ean of tba seniors' hands and legs. 
*They then threatened to ngk* me 
suck their penises but ended up mak¬ 
ing me hold (hem. At this point my 
brother returned with other junkm 
and seniors. They took me out of the 
water, dragging me by the collar of my 
alrea^ torn shin. My gold chain also 
broke at this point.* 

Over to Daniel. After this tb^ took 
ail the juniors tai the bouse and torced 
them to drink some arrack. By then 
their etieocion switched to another 
junior named George V^ghese. He 
was forced to *Srorshjp” Ravi’s penis 
and askgd to bc^d iL He was then 
made to suck it. ''Many other terrible, 
filthy dungs were done to us.* And as 
dte ultimate outrage, as a payneoi for 
the privilege of being ragged, each 
junicr had to pay Rs 100. 

The Thomas brothers egsaed tbetr 
bus. They were*magnaiumously lent 
bus fere by theic torturers on the 
promise that double the amount be 
given back oo their return to 
Devangere. They ware threatened 
with *iBore severe injuries*' and even 
death if they uttered a word about the 
incidents to soyone. However, tbe 


broiheasdtd file a complaint in Banga¬ 
lore. Today, a heat constable keeps a 
ZS-hour vigU outside (heir house be* 
cauae, already, their lives have been 
threatened. 

In Banealore, when President San* 
jiva Reddy recenily lathed ou( at the 
government and (he principals of edu* 
cational institutions tor keeping their 
eyes closed to this “evil" whi» was 
spreading in the country, he had no 
idea how close to home he had hit. He 
was visibly upset that a young man 
would actually commit suicide to 
escape further ragging. He would have 
been even more norrified if he had 
boen told thal three months before 
Ganesb Babu even entered the college, 
everyone who was anyone in the corri* 
dors of power here )iad been aware 
and yet had turned a blind eve to the 
atrocities being perpetrated onNhe 
hapless innocents at Davangere. 

When the Thomas brothers got home 
to Bangalore, Joseph, on treine ex* 
Mined by doctors, was found to nave 
a severely damag^ left lung with a 
blood clot and heavy fluid buifo-up. He 
underwent emergency surgery without 
any hope of recovering. Buifortuoate* 
ly, he did, Horrified by tbe eitperl* 
ences which the boys had gone 
through, (heir father made the rounds 
of (be Secretarial and Raj Bhavan 
telling their stury. circulating typed 
statements giving graf^lc decails of 
their humiliation and urging that the 
boys be transferred away from 
Davangere 

If subsequent newspaper reports ab* 
out the nature of tfie brutal ragglog 
had been vague (no one knew exactly 
what form the raggmg (ookX at least 
(he statements that Mr Thomas perso¬ 
nally handed out should have galva* 
rused even a mildly sensitive person 
into action. All these persons In high 
places, who are today still *'disCM- 
sing* the problem and "looking into** 
ways of stopping (he brutality, hid and 
still have in their files in black and 
'white, (he warniiK that Ganesb Babu 
would kill himselfihrse months later. 
And they apparently chose to ignore li. 

For their oegligMce, the following 
persons who were coniacted by Mr 
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Thonas, nuW Alio persansUy take ai 
lease pan of the blame for Gaoesh 
Babu's death. 

e Kirnatakt chief tninisteri R. Gundu 
Rao. who. thOu^ he was informed uf 
the problem or 27 November by Chan* 
drashekar Murtby. MP* cancelled live 
appoinrmentifVieh Mr Thomas over 
the period of a month. He was busy 
with the Youth Conftess ll) conven* 
tiun at that time. 

• Health rnmlscer. A.K. Abdul Samad. 
and director (^medical edticaiion. Dr 
N.K. Channappa, for promising to look 
into the proMem and assuring the boys 
of transfars. They have, to dete. not 

t ran ted the transfers and the boys 
ave lost a year. 

a l:duca(i(»n minister. G.B. Shankar 
Rao. who. though he was not pcrionel> 
ly epprooched by Mr Thomas, must 
have read the newspaper reports. Mr 
Rao claimed after the Wesident's out* 
cry that he wes not “aware** of the 
incident oi all. 

a Karnaieka Governor. Govrnd Na 
rein, wh<i. in his capacity as chancellor 
of the universities could have called 
for an immediate en(|uiry and halt uf 
ill) raKfiing ai Devengere 


'‘You have to live in that 
town fof five yedrs...ArKl if 
you make a complaint, you 
have to either walk out or 
be carried out on a 
stretcher.” 


A host of others, loo. ere to blame 
but their anitvde is underiiandable 
under the circumsiances. How can a 
mere collet principal stop the rag* 
ging when he has no backing from, hu 
sponsors at the college maDagemcni 
and government level and also vdien 
hjs own life has been threatened^ How 
can the police swoop down whao no 
cases are being registered by the vk* 
tims (except for (he Thomas case, that 
is)? How can students re^ster rases 
when the accused will certainly he 
granted bail and then coine bKk fur 
revenge? In the case of the Thomas 
boys, live other students w e re ragged 
at (he same time but none, ao far. u 


willing to stand witness. At the scene 
of (he ‘‘crime** nobody H willing tb 
stick his neck out. 

But what was the problem here it 
the Vidhan Sabha? Negligence? Red 
tape? Indifference? All (his lod, 
perhaps s bit of influence peddling as 
well. SiHiiAY learns thee tbe gang 
leader in tbe Thomas case is the son of 
a man who is considered (o have heavy 
puUdcal and financial backing here. 

Sadly, although the PraiUant pas* 
sionaiely vowed to eradicate failing. 


sionaieiy vowed to eradicate ragging, 
he barely grasped the pathos ot the 
situation. At the high level meeting 
held after the President's visit, (he 
education and health cainiMfn were 
“very upset." They were «msei be* 
cause owing to the lack of fontrul 
exercised by the vice chancellor and 
principalvat (he university level, the 
opposition had been presrniad with a 
bwus Slick (0 beat (Heir minisirlesi A 
lot of "suggestions'’ were mude u i 
result of (ha( high level meeting Since 
ragging of the sort practised at 
Davangerc involved hurt, eodengering 
of life Of personal safety, wnMiful 
confinemeni, assault, and criminal in* 
iimidaiion, it was suggested that these 


F olhwiup h ii hiier puMinhe^ in 
ni l can Herald, written hv 


“Brutality is iashioiubie” 


ni'iian Herald, 
/Uhok Mdinianita 


Hir—When u recent report ebout 
iKiiming ragging in our universities 
appealed in the presv, it almost 
m«ulc me laugh: if there is one thing 
till* uns teach you. Ji is the fact rhat 
nothing ihdi happent in society is 
divorced from anything that is the 
existing fashion 

And the existing fashion is hru 
lality. viciousncMi, black marketing, 
adulteration, suppression of dis¬ 
sent. hnldinu the people to ransom, 
and wurst oi all, refusing to face the 
brutal truth that ragging is only a 
symptom of the times 

And if we ban ragging, do you 
think we can also han the rufioi 
party ^ like we banned the Mizo 
National From? 

For, after all, where does the 
stench start? It stans in the ruling 
party where one college union lead* 
er (supported by one taction of ibr 
ruling party) is stabbed on the 
college premises by another union 
leader (supported by another fac* 
tion). 

It starts when dissident Congress* 
men are beaten up tor daring to 
take delegations to Delhi protest* 
ing against the local rulers. It starts 
when the commissioner of police 
dares not open his mouth when he 
impersonally assaulted bv the local 
Mr. It begins when over JOO people 
die of illicit liquor consumption and 
no one is brought to book. It starts 
when hundreds of men. women and 


children (who supposedly are 
cKizens uf this state and country) 
die in an appalling circus fire and 
(be silence that follows is 
deafening. 

And if all these things are preva* 
lent in gavernmeni, what has the 
govemnsent became? If all power is 
vested in government, what has the 

I ;overnmen( become? If the Benge* 
ore Development Authority goes 
on earmarking new sites fur 6»- 
velopment. wlwn there is no water 
in Bangalore for its citiwns. where 
has planning and administration 
gone? 

Look for conuption. it begins in 
government. Look fc^ brutality, 
arbitrary distribution of essential 
commooities. or anything that you 
went done^it is vested in govern* 
ment (or should I say the ruling 
party?) 

If cynicism has the OK from (he 
top, and the ConAitution of India 
exists in nothing but name, are we 
to bleme some stupid morons in 
colleges who cannot understand 
that to cause the death M one 
student is far worse than to kill 
people on a mass scale? How can 
they know that they smell foul 
when the smell is everywhere? 

When C. M. Ibrahiia is accused of 
detaining a woman against her will, 
he makes it out to be a communal 
incideni. Can he be believed? 
When Rajiv Gandhi teUi us that all 
CongrassmeB do not uae money to 
further their ends, does he think be 
can escape the stench? If Gundu 


Rao said tomorrow that he is going 
to turn over m new leaf and bacume 
a "clean geniloman**, can you im* 
agine the laughter from his own 
partymeii at his naivete and lack of 
realism? 

After all, why do you jom ihe 
Congreti. fur take^ If we can 
accept all this and then noi accept 
iha staiemeni of students whu vav 
they had nuthing to do with the 
death of a felluw student, we wiruld 
be duing them a great Injun ice. 

And what of the “Apostle of 
Peace," Mahaima Gandhi, whu sug- 

C tried the Congress Party* be dis* 
onded alter independence? 
Would it be tuo much to suggest 
that most Codgressmen heaved a 
sigh of relief when he was assassin' 
ated, like the mafia did when Ken¬ 
nedy was assauinaied? 

Today, the watchword is money 
K erything from medical college 
entrances to religion has muney 
written in neon lights on it. Today. 
Mahatma Gandhi’s voice Is only the 
voice in the wilderness, the voice iif 
the madman coming (rom the dung 
bills of the outcast. And, rather 
incoosistentJy, the air is purer over 
there. 

The man who cleans your tollers 
is slowly becoming aware that the 
impurities have not been rejected 
by the bodies that pollute uur sys* 
ten. The stench Kicks to the seats 
of power, and banning ragging in 
colleges means juM that—uiat it is 
banning ragging In colleges and 
nowhere else where it ll more pre* 
valent. 
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Suited to bring out the power in you. 
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Josi/ph. rt<o*erin$ from wgcry 


cases could be registered under sec* 
lions 323.324, 342.3S2. $04 and S06 of 
the Indian Penal Code, Raulng in 
educauonal institutions in the stete 
could also be banned. 

A CID enquiry has been onicred 
into the death of Canesh Babu But, 
says Joseph Thomas, “What do they 
expect lu find?” Only if he b ensured 
complete police protection and a 
transfer to a safer college outside 
Davengere, will a ragging victim be 
tempted to talk To do so without these 
safely measures vrould be a form of 
sujcida. “You have to live in that town 
for five years. With capitation fees so 
hiih and no refunds given, you can't 
afford to just walk out of the college if 
things get bad. And if you make a 
complaint you have to either walk out 
or be carried out on a stretcher.” said 
one student. A bitter statement, but in 
the light of the gross indifference so 
fai exhibited by ue authorities in this 
matter, an understandable one. 

D avangere is a small town in Cfaitra* 
durga district, known to indu> 
irialiats fw its coiton mills and to 
iith^rt for its capitation.collecting de*. 
ntal, medical and engineeriAg col* 
leges. It is a one*horsa, tw<yiod*half* 
theatre town where the most lively 
and lucrative form of entenainmeat 
for senior students b probably found 
only on campus. The Amerkans vrould 
call the game that seniors at 
Davtngare play, 'basing'. Wa call it 
^ragging'. The super seniors, the old 
hands at this game, have joined • new 


name for ir 'Saturday Night Fever.' 
*^e advantage of thb game, as far as 
the seniors are concern^ u that one 
can play it evenr day and for at least 
three months after each term begins. 
Even for the most braaen freshman, 
these three months are at best a night* 
mare 

Accordina to the rules of this game, 
iuniors confronted in the college hos 
lel verandahs are not aibwed to look 
senion in the face. Each time they 
meet they are obliged to give a 
"medical salute” wbicn involves h^- 
ing the fork of one's penis with the left 
band, jumping into the air, and talut* 
with Che right hand. If a freshing 
dares to look up even accidentally, m 
may expect a slap for “arrogance*. 

In the hostel If a senior aniers 
and there is no available seat for bia, 
the unfortunate junior who catcb«s Ms 
pt will find himself ousted, vdietbar 
he has finished his food or not. Slni* 
larly, if a junior is found in a baibroom 
or toilet after S.30 a.m. and no cubicle 
is Vacant for the senior, he will have to 
be prepared to be beaten, punished on 
the spot and given a “ragging appoim' 
meni.” 

A “ragging appointment" could In¬ 
volve any fom m perversity. On one 
occasion, some drunken seniors tied a 
dog to a junior's penis and made him 
run around (he roof of the hostel at 
night, raging victim. Thonas, told 
SitNOav. fnesc seniors were so tipsy 
that they went off to sleep and forgot 
about the boy, who was leR on the rw 
for* several l^urs before he was dbetk 
vered and allowed to come down. 
Juniors whu admit to having a prefer* 
red hobby come off badly in thb game. 
If a junior is known toenjoy swimramg 
he cin expect to be forcM to give • 
“demonstration” in a pool of urine 
readily contributed to by ragging 
senion. Almost invariaUy juniors are 
asked to strip and masturbate. U they 
refuse they are beaten and often 
forced to p^om fellatio on teniore. 

The lucrative aspect, where senion 
are concersed. b that they can collect 
a “ragging fee” cowards making up for 
lime "wasted" on ragging juniors. If 
(be juniors fall to come up with the 
fee^aih or boose they are given 
loans repayable with interest and their 
poaseasions arc taken as security. Af¬ 
ter each ragging, juniors have to re¬ 
quest the senior for their names thus: 
"Hay I have the single honour, double 
leasure and triple satisfaction of 
oowiDg your gm name?* If by 
chance ae forgets the name, the next 
time they meet, the freshman b given 
anotber ragging appointmeot and the 
torture starts ail over again. 

“These seniors loww how 
to humiliate you till you strip 
automaticaJfy even without 
beina asKed; till you can't 
look at yourself in the mirror, 
leave alone at anyone else.* 



Will the scan ever /ade? 


Some of these seniors have been 
termed as “super seniors.” They have 
been in the college fur well over six or 
seven years, either failing or not tak¬ 
ing exams. They reside in houses out* 
side the college hostel and have cooks 
who provide Food fur many seniurs in 
the hostel. These houses are said in be 
the base cells of many nf the chronic 

ragElngvouFK. 

The Thomas brothers were subject 
to "several forms of depravity” which 
they refused to elaborate upon. What 
(bey went through was a terrifying 
experience which has left (hem feeling 
“sick and scared". I.ike Ganesh Babu, 
they had complained to their parents 
who had initially urped them: "Go 
b*^k. be brave and give it another 
(ry.“ With medical and denial seats 

K 'ng at such a prcmiuin (the Thomas 
ithers paid Rs 60.000 each i and with 
no assurance oi transfer, this attitude 
of their parents had been natural. 
Besides, everybody pies through the 
process of raggmg. It's natural, isn't it? 
Not at Davangere. say the brothers. 

Joseph and Uaniel Thomas managed. 
to “take it” for two weeks before they 
. lost their nerve and fled home lu 
Bangalore. Gana^ Babu's tolerance 
level wasn't so high Nobody, so far. 
knows what Babu was made to go 
through. But, Joseph ventures. “These 
super seniors know how to make you 
feel sick. They know how to humiliate 
'you till you strip auiomaiically even 
wuhout being esKed, till yon run'i Uxik 
at yourself in the mirror, leave 
at anyone else." * 





International soccer 
comes to Calcutta 


It has bMn a veritabis feaat for this aoccsr crazy city; tha 
latJawaharlalNahru Interrtatlonal Gold Cup FMtbaU Toumamant 
has brought together world class playara fim throe contlnants. 
SHABIR AU. former captain who now spoarhoad s the Indian attack, 
reports on the first half of the tournament. 



lAf $09J wbkh Vr. 


oocblU i» ftow uAMffoint a 
J S I fietamor^toais: from a !•»# 
la buird Ur|»l| m individual 

I 2 I * sluU tg one fli raal leaft 
U dfen. tuaiaa and abort aD 

!i powtr. W« eaa evtn call tbe amt 
*powcrio(c«r.*Bob^Chark€tk.Maa> 
■Ji \iy Uanbawt, EuiobM and Paia art so 
looger thtrt It btwiuti ua vriih Mr 
witardry with iht ball Ktr are <uar- 
lioai it the foMball field tigbiljr co» 
paniMRUlitad at they ymi to be 
Mavr iba wtela tean is lavolvad at 
every nage of tha gaae lod evary 
nenber « tba leiin Bares up and 
dowa ibe field. Mo teas can afford to 
Ignore these tbangmi treads la the 
gane And it b inteniatiou] lauraa* 
Bents of this type tibe Nehru GaM 
Cup totfQaaeit) ibai helps i taUB to 
keep abreast of chaagini treads. Tliis 
toumaaent has beta espedaUv help 
ful for us as it is preoansg us tor (te 
Asiad. How else cavlo we have got the 
appertuoity of pfajug CurepoBi aod 
utin Aaerican tatBs? 

la keeping with the cbaagiBg treads 
in BteraaciMial soccer we have switcb* 
ad aver to the system. As a mb 
ve have been (dayiag this fcaBrion 
f« tha 1 m mo years and tf aw 
pff fiH ' Mm ^f ia tba tOMnuuDaoif cUl 
BOW, is aay iadkatwa. 1 can coofidau* 
hr ny (bat we have adapted ounelvas 
vary weU to this ityla. And whatever 
ddact we bare, we bapa to rectify by 
IcBsuag fm (be taaau wbkb art 
playing in this rounaBent. 

Our Batch agamst Italy wes a clawic 
proof of the miisa that to win a 
Batch, ii*9 not eoougb >ust tt coa tf ri 
it. Wa doainared the giBe bat Italy 
scorad. We bald the aioaitTe fna the 
kkk*off and witim tea niatsai wa had 
forced three coraen. la the iniciaj 
stages, the Itahao forwards posed 00 
threat to as. They had to wan till the 
30th aioute to get la opca m at ihe 
goal but their rw wing Wi GvedaU* 
pi bit aw tbt bar. Tba self •goal which 
put tha lid on our aspiranoM was 
Odgic ID say tha least Bur «M 
fflibas aur parforaaaca against haly 
praiseworthy. Is the fact that this was 
tba first dale this team was pleying 
against an Europaaa tatB'lf only we 
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Bh«»krr Cjaguly met ro sAtreb 
rh** biU off » K^9tt /orwtrd 


could have convened at least one of 
tbe opaniBgi ws had got the result 
would have Dean different, lo tha fias) 
•aalysit I think, ehii is wbai sealed 


aw fata. 

Europasas have a reputation for 
playing at tha stBe pace throughout 
the am. But we were well prepared 
for this. We Baiatained in equal nice 
and cffectivel|r aeutraliied their otfen- 
aive thrusta. Italy played the 2>3>3<3 
farMadat which is a sli^i Bodifics* 
boo of (he 4-3>3 style « play, now 
univertaQy accepted. Their tall and 
sttrdf captaia, rightly naaed Ronan, 
acted as the sweeper—in affect 
aoothar tins of defence behitid the 
three defendan. An added advantage 
of playing with a pveeper is that the 
Bovaaent of tha dsfenm can be well 

Aasaftit Beoar^erb Jaag rwge shot gars parr Xotmo 
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directed end coordinated and (here la pUy-off (be WorJd Cup quelifyiod outaide rypit, Zuoahu Shen& wheae 
very little chance of looae belli being round. They were a coafident lot but ball control Jt admirable. The way 
driven goalwarda He marked me very net as fast as we expected them to be. (beir forward line switches is enouiTi 
well, giving me no chance of heading This might be because (bey had to^ay to coafusa any defence. 

(be ball in us before t^ h^ recovered vr^m A very interesting feature that I 

Now for our match against Korea, their tiring trip. They undarMCimaied notKed in the early league rounds was 
Considering our record against Kona, our ability to luayfam soccer and they that most of the goals ware scored 
nobody would have given us half a did not succeed in oui pecing as. from behind the actual forward line, 
chance of even hMing them to a Mihir'i equaliser was a gam. It is very Tbis u one characteristic of the i-3-l 
draw. Korea drubbed us M in the diffKult to bead in croaaaa that coat formation. When the team is on the 
King's Cup in StouHaat year, and in chest high. For eiKe Mihir’s short sta* offensive, there Is one wing>back 
the pre Olynpics at SinAi^e in 1900 ture was an advantage and he Hang usually moving with the three for* 
we lost by a solitary goal. And to think himself almost paralM to the crcuno warda U the attack is through the left 
that we drew tw^all and saved two to bead in. Eves be couldn't baUeva flank tha left wing back moves up, 
penalty kickal That was an achieve* that he had ,indeed»c oi uwctad it. The three mid fieJaers ate )ust bahind 
mant. Of course it was Ihtikar's day The Chinese alto play (be 4>3<3 but the forwards and honce in a better 
for It is not every Mlheeper who their wing backs move in so feat that portion to spot gaps in the defence, 
saves two penalty kicks in a match. the opposing defence gets very little This gives tim an opportunity to take 
China all but made it to Madrid this cima to fall back. The most dangerous loog range shots at the goal and if it Is 
time. They lost to New Zealand in the player in (heir side. 1 feel> is the taken on the run, it usually catcbei the 

* ' ' — goalkeeeer on t he wrong foot. Without 

kaeper Jung Sung Kyo bD overlapping defence the three fo^ 

. wards will not be able to penetrate the 
I (Mence barrier. 

^ A few years hack. I remember, off- 
i tide traps used to be a very potent 
J weapon of the defenders. Whenever a 
I kkk was taken the opposing defenders 
I used to move up and tha attacking 
* forwards were cai^bt napping. No 
team uses j( now mainly because of the 
risk involved. Moreover, forwards oow 
know belter than to get caught la such 
naps. There were compvatively few 
off-side violatitms this time. 

Fonoing the defensive 'wall* to 
block the free kick is a very subtle 
operation. A one man gap is eno^ 
iw good shooters to. score a goal. The 
Uruguayan team places (wo of (heir 
playns at the two ends of the wall and 
a s^ir second before the kick they run 
out leaving the gap for the ball to pais 
through. 

Running 'off the bail' is another 
technique which the Uruguayan team 
bas used to good effect. Velencio 
Ramos, their inside forward, demons¬ 
trated this very well. The way Ramos, 
Nad^ and Da Silva shifted positions 
vras amasing. 

Finally, wnai I would like to say la 
that we are not novices as far as these 
new trends in football arc concerned 
Now. the only thing we have to do is to 
perfect these techniques. ■ 
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SPEOAL REPORT 


The surrender 
_th at ne ver was 

For four days between 6 and 9 February, UP's notodous dacoit,Chabiram,was a free man: the 
police did rK)t pursue him and he was flowed to move freely in Mainpuri district. The reason: 
he was neootiatino his surrender with the UP oovemment (it finally did not materialise). 
UDAYAN SHARMA met Chabiram in his village, Hamagarpur, in Mairipuri, to file this story. 


7 February 1982. Ic was • ir«ry 
uniuusJ ic«ne. The normally 
empty road leadUvg to Harfit* 
iwpur (Mainpuh mania, UP), 
vUlaie oT the notorioiu 
dacoh ChaWruB, wat crowded. Ic waa 
tlnoat like the scene of the Kuabh 
Mela; buaea, craciors, can and cycles 
lined the last few hundred yards lead 
ing to the village And the buses gomg 
to Hamagarpur, which wa passed on 
,tbe way were packed to capacity. 
When we finally reached the village 
what we saw amased ui: chare were 
about 1S,000 paople ftM nearby vil* 
lagas who had come for a darshan of 
"Netail* C^biraa. WImi was even 
more strange wu that there were no 
policema around, toacead, there were 
a numbar of Chabiraffi*i gaag mem. 
beri in t»Uce uniforms pacrelUag the 
area. Cnes ol "NttMjt lu jm* and 
*yere>r amar mhe" rent the air. And 


in the distance was a nan dressed in 
white kurUhpyjMmu with a rop^ on his 
bead who t gatbesed eras Cimbiram. 
He was, in »a. givmg a speech to 
thoee wbo had caAierco at w small 
vtUage. 

1 got out of the car and staned 
puihug my way through the crowd of 
le who had gatbefM to vrateb and 
Chabiraffl The adulation was 
doer from their expreatiMM. Sudden* 
W, 1 was coofromod with the csoet 
oangerous man in his gang: Shura 
Singh. *What do you want?* be 
boomed et me. 1 com him I had come 
from Delhi to meet Netaji He let me 

f ». Once agaui I jostled forward. Then 
reached the mao I hod come to soe. 
And I was impressed by whet I sew; 
tome peo^e were kissing his hands, 
some fallmg at his feet, while some 
others were puni^ his bands on tbeir 
heads. CbabirwD is quite tall {five feel 



A tractof ia front of the poUee outpoet near Heneterpur whkh h$4 beta used 
le trenspori people to meer Chabirsm. 
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eight Inches) and wheat complex* 
i»ed. But whil struck one most were 
his ewi: they were bright and alert 
and the impresbion one got was that he 
was watching the movements of each 
nod every person in that gathering; 
eyes that were trained to spot danger, 
missing nothing. 

As soon as I neared Chabiram. he 
called out to me in a loud voice; 
'^Welcome. You have come from De* 
Ihi.** How did he know, I wondered. 
But then dacoits have their ways, 
than, reaching out. he grabbed my 
hand and das^ me to his chest. But 
one of hit hands was still resting on a 
Tdlagw'i head. The villager asked 
him; "Neiaji, are you going to take 
your hand away from me?" Pat came 
Nettji’s reply: “Nahi bhaiy$y that can 
never bapM. This hand will be there 
with ull the end.** I realised that if 
Chabiram gives up dacoity, he would 
make an exctllenc public relations 
man. I told him that 1 wanted to 
interview him but he politely cold me 
that ha did not have the time; he was 
bMay.>.> . 

How was Chabiram. a dicoit who 
has a reward of lakhs on his head and 
it wanted in 124 cases of murder and 
dacoity, moving about freely in his 
village with not a single policeman 
around? The reason: negotiations for 
his surrender were on between him 
and the UP government. Most people I 
met told me that Chabiram had 
reached an understaoding witi) the 
authorities that all PAC outposts with¬ 
in a radius of 10 km of his village, 
Hamagvpur, be removed till the 
negotiations were over and he be 
allowed to move around freely during 
that period. Tk^ even said that a 
nurabW of politicians had come to 
meet him during that period. 

These stories were confirmed by 
Chabiraei himself on the evening of 7 
February, when bi the presence of a 
local Congressd) leader, he 
anpoueced mat between 2S and 28 
February be, along with about 100 
m»bars ti his gang, would surrender 
b^ore Xajfv Gandhi at the Cbauraha 
of PindarL a naarbv village. Also pre¬ 
sent OB the occasion would be the 
chief niaiiter of UP, V. P. Sio^, and 
Youth Conmssd). loader, sanjay, 
Siagh. He w the gathering that he 









woold 9ito ulOliMt tb« wrtndtT oi 
Aair utd llAbtTira, the two 
0tber weUkaown 

Newt of ChAbiroB'i propowl fur* 
roadtr would beve remtiaed wicbin 
the coofinet of the vUlego bed U not 
boea for the proiident of die Metepuri 
unit d tte xC<l)« Khutbirem Ymov. 
He celled e moetinc of the local )our* 
Biiieu and broke at oewt. The neat 


oewt. The neat 


day this news was praaiisently die 
pla^ in the Afre daily Aaar UJ%U, 
lacludinf the fact that tne am around 
Hana^arpur had been declared a 
"peace tone,” and that ell police our 
posts around the villas nad been 
reoMved. The home secretary of UP, 
Ramchandra Thakur, and the IG of 
poiico, Nareih Kumar Vanna, howev' 
er. deoied these reports and said that 
the lovemmcnt had* not made aoy 
amopements for the surrender of 
CbebirtBi, that no "peace tune* had 
been declared and that tba anti* 
dacoity forca had In no way reduced 
its activities. 

This wes in sha^ contrast to what 
Chabiram was tellini the lacberinf on 
tba day wt reached Kamaiarpur Me 
was outUnina the terras of nis surrtn* 
der. He said he would agree to surren* 
der if, first. Mainpun, which is a 
backward district ot UP, be provided 
with a sugar mill and a fertiliser 
factoiY; second, if a college is opened 
near Hamagarpur to bring down ibe 
high lUiteracy rate in the area: and 
finally, if he, alon| with Anar Singh, 
Pothi and Mahaviri are uvan at 
same treatment that Mohar singb had 
received after his surrender. 

like most deceits, Chabiram has had 
little formel educerion. The founb son 
of Niniuan Singb Yedav and Phooi< 
kenvar, Cha Wan bad only studied till 
class ten before he left his studies to 
Mn a local gang of dacoita. In 1979 he 
formed his own gang with 90 menbers 
and now he has the ganp of Mahavira, 
Anar Singh and Pothi under him. He 
has an impressive array ot anna, too: 
rifles, lien guns, bran guns and hand 

E niides. Today, the mere mention of 
name spreads terror in ftlainpuri. 
Firookbabad, Etah, Badaun and 
Etawah. 

Yet, here was this 15,000 stroi^ 
crowd at Harnagarpur, lapping up his 
every word and nero worslupping nim. 
Even as he was addressing the gather¬ 
ing, some people led him away to a 
group of women. He touched their feet 
and asked them how they were. "Yet, 
he respects women," e member of hli 
gang told us. "He has ordeted us never 
to snatch a woman's oecklaca while 
committing a dacoity. I remember an 
incident at Dusari village in Etnwah, 
wberc a member of our gang, Balwant, 
snatched a chain from a woman's neck. 
Instantly Chabiram shot him dead." 
Tbaae stories are now legend. 

Once again 1 tried to persuade Cha* 
birara to answer some of my ^uesriena. 
"When are you going to surT«cider7* 1 
mked. "I have asked Anu* Singh to 
come tomorrow morning." replied 
Chabtram. "Only after dlKuesist with 
him will I decide. Only if the police 
ead Che authorities agree to our terms 


will we surrender. O U mrw iee we shall 
reton to dm ioagles end the reviM*.* 
I told him lAm the booe secret a ry 
and the IG bad said regardtag the 
snrrender; that they were eot aware ^ 
any su^ negotiaQous. He did not look 
very surprieed t^eo be replied: "b 
that they are scying? (m theoot 
head r e pr e i s itmim fren g overe' 
ment come to talk to ate every day 
about the surrender and oa the ocher 
band they say chat they are not aware 
cl it. I only welt tUl this evealeg 
(7 February) and diea I shall go my 
way.” *Whm if the police cry to eu^ 
round your I asked h«. "V. r. Singh's 
police do ooi have the guts to touch 
me," be replied. 

Suddenly, someone spotted a yeen 
jeep approaching the hamlet and 
ihouiea: "The police have arriv^* 
The scent changed instantly. The vUle* 
gen fall flat oa the mound and five 
people surrouaded Chabiram. The 
tnembers of his gang pi ck ed up chair 
rifles and trained them at the 
approechiag leap. And then a few 
snots were niod in the air. It wes all 


over wtthin a couple of muiutes. Then 
Chabuem pushed one of his gug 
members rougblv and shouted; ^eu 
fools, bow can tne polks come here? 
For miles around there are no pellet' 
men." Then he called the persoe who 
had fired the lint shot and gave him 
four tight sbps end told him: "You 
idiot, who leve you tho permiirioa to 
fire? Do Che police ever cocee here 
when 1 am around? What would have 
bappuned if even one of the villagers 
had got hurt?” The people wbo witnes* 
sad this incident ieemed even awre 
liBBfsssid by this. They started misini 
sleganj: "Hetgff ki M: 

fyxtr this Ctobirw started ednini 
awey from the crowd. I made one nniu 
attempt to get an interview. "Should 1 


day. So 1 asked him my last ouesewD; 
"Was Anar Singh involved in ibe 
Serhupur iacidat?” "This govern* 
nent is a dishonest one," he said., 
"Aonr Singh did eot have anyduai to 
do with the Serhupur Inddent we 
don't operate like that. I don't tell lies. 
When we kill someone we s cc e p t the 
responsibility for N. We ars not co> 
warn. We fight against social injusn 
eke." Wick tn^ worth be left. 

Ob way 1 asked an edd man 
how thuinr iiad been since Chabtram 


had come to Che village. He looked in 
the directwo of where Chabirem bad 
been and said: "He is a great 

man. After along time there has been 
sooeooe like him." 1 wondere d who 
ruled this area: the goverament or 
Chabiram. If the peo^ were cn be 
asked tbeo It would definitely be die 
leccer. 

But the lurreBder never came about. 
After four days of freedoa^ Chabiram 
returned to the jungles oo 9 February. 
The goverament on the ocher hand 
k^ repeating thei Chabiram had eot 
let thM kn^ aaytluog about bis 
surrender and chai, is fact, no awves 
had been initiated lor it. • 


rriiiinpiuinl 
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NEWS : NATIONAL 


Andhra prmdesh 

Exit Mr Anjaiah, 
enter Mr Nobody 

Mrs Gandhi chooses B. V. Reddy as CM 

Hfd«fAbAd:H« touit bt i persoa with¬ 
out any idtntity. Ht should neither 
have 1 polihcel loUowlnA nor the fUir 
for creidl^ one. He need not be an 
able edminutreior. He abould only 
know and rtco|niae chat hii power 
depend! on aoneone elae'a merev. 

And, of course, he should be wholly 
cubaervient^to^st one peraoi>^Mrs 
In^ra Cendlu. Thet is Mri Gendhi's 
idee of a chief minister. And true to 
her reasoning, she noninatad the Si* 
year-old lawyer from Guntur, Bhera* 
oam Venkat arena Reddy, a poUtical 
lightweight who was not even in the 
running for the post, to the office of 
ihp chief mlolater of Andhra Predeah. 

In choosing him to succeed Tangturi 
Anjaiah. she applied the tame maxua 
which led her to make Shivchiran 
Methur the CM of Rejesrban or Baba* 
saheb Bhotele the CM of.Meharathtra. 

The pattern is familiar by now. But 
the choice this time was not as easy g v. ffeddy poinicti Ughffvtght 
becauae she had to satisfy so many 

conflicting claims and Kcommodate for a poll soon in the state she could 
diverse interests. For over a decade, hardly afford to offend any of the 
the chief minister! d Andhra Pradesh communities, 
have been only from the Telenune Finally she found a perfect com- 
region. After Kasu Brahmanande Red prise. Venkatarema Reddy, who had 
dy, who was from coastal Andhra, served both Channa Reddy and Tang 
resigned in October 1971 all the four luri Anjaiah in ibeir cabinets was from 
CMv>-P. V. Nirasimha Rao, Jalagam the Andhra region So the people of 
Vengal Rao. Dr Marri Channa RMdy Andhra region would have no cause 
and Tangturi Anjaiah—who followed for ^umbtina any more He belonged 
him were from TelenganaMl was about lo the Reddy community .* that should 
time that the office went to a person keep the Reddys happy. He was mar- 
from Andhra region which was not had to a Khamma end so was his 
only the traditional vote bank for the daughter; the Khammas, therefore. 
Congress but also the place from should not grudge his appointment (in 
where much of the money for the party fact, N. T. Rama Rao flew m From 
coffers flowed in. Madras to attend his sweanng in). She 

Hie next Question was, to which did not forget Telengaoa either. By 
caste should the office go? This was reviving the office of the deputy chief 
particulerly important because the en- miniater which Vengal Rao had abo* 
rire lode^ in Andhra Pradesh is bit* lished in 1974 and nomioating An* 
terly divided an caste lines. Of the uieh*s home minister. C. jagunath 
seven CMs who had ruled the state so Rao. to that office. Mrs Gandhi sought 
far, four had been fr«n the Reddy to kill two birds in one tbim. Riw not 
community, one from the hadjans, one only comes fnm Telengana but also 
from the brahmins and one from the belongs to a backward* community. 
Valema. Another powerful commun* Tbuc et the end ef e meeting of the 
ity, the Khamraas, smarting under neg- Congressfl) farliamentara brard at 
lec^ was seriously thinking of having a the rWs residence srretcfiing beyond 

K y of tbeir own under N. T. Rama the midnight C4 Sunday 2f February 
I the most popular Telugu film the curtain came down oa a drama 
star. If she chose a Reddy (or the ^f ice whkb had Rapt everybody guessing 
other communities would rurn sour. If for a fortnight. Mrs Gandhi nad accom- 
sbi nominated someone from the phshed what musi be the most ungra- 
numerically strong backward com* cious ouster uf a CM. The irony of it 
nunitles the rich and influential Red* was that it was she who had nominaied 
dys and Khammas would turn against Tangturi Anjaiah to succeed Channa 
hw. And since the was planning to go Reddy kmiwing fully well (he calibre 



and cosapetea ca of her DOflnaaa. The 
preient changa is also banDy Uke^te 
uBpi ove mattars for Mrs Gimdhi Tha 
new incumbem. too, would have to 
constantly look over hit shoulders to 
keep vartoui disparate groups in tbe 
party from gunning one another—or 
him. The wounds that the aucceMiem 
battle heve opened up arc hardly 
likely to beal that easiV* And even 
Mrs Gandhi*s unquescioned authority 
u DO substitute for a firm leaderibip. 

The story of AnjaUh’s diimtseal is 
one of the most extraordinary chroni* 
cles of tbe goings-on in the Congres* 
s(l). Even as Anjaiah was recoverl^ 
from tbe trauma of insult and humilia¬ 
tion at the hands of Rajiv Gandhi, 
came tha summon! from (ha PM's 
secretarial on Monday S February 
asking him to cstch the flight for DelU 
leaving Hyderabad in another 4S mi* 
nutes. Reaching FaUm, at around 
10.90 pm, Aniaiah drove straight to 
the PM*s special auiitant,R. K. Dha* 
wan, expecting that Mrs Gandhi would 
see him. InaiMd, he was asked to meet 
the union finance minister, Pranab 
Mukheriet. It was there that Anjaiah 
learnt that his time was up. He was, 
therefore, advfsed to get the budget 
session of the state legislature ad* 

i ourned immediately after the House 
>ad adopted the motion of (hanks on 
(he Governor's address For this he 
would, of course, be rewarded. The 
reward: a seal in the Rajys Sabha and 
a possible place in Mrs Gandhi's 
cabinet. When Anjaiah flew back to 
Hyderabad the next morning and in¬ 
formed his cabinet colleagues of De* 
Ihi's intentions.'It immediately sec off 
a mad Krimble for the office. Every* 
body who was anybody in the Congres* 
a(l) staked their claims for it and made 
a beeline for Delhi to establish their 
claims. Hopes, however revived in An- 
jaiab following Mrs Gandhi's remark 
in Bhopal on the night of 13 February 
that (^ngresail) CMs would not be 
changed. The very next morning An* 
jaiah flew to Delhi to find out if Mrs 
Gaadhi bad cher^d her mind about 
him. He reached Delhi at 10.30 em and 
for the next six hours tried unsuccess* 
fully to get in touch with Mrs Gandhi. 
What disappointed him even more was 
that his predecessor Channa Reddy 
who was m the capital responding to 
summons from Mrs Gandhi had 
already met her. Just as Ai^ah was 
preparing to leave for Hyderabad a 
call cane from Mrs Gandhi askiu him 
to see her. The meeting was brim and 
Mrs Gandhi clearly told Aniaiah that 
he would have to go. Anjaiah returned 
(o Hyderabad that evening reconciled 
to his fate. 

Next day after replying to the dc 

bate on the motion of thanks to the 
Govemor^njaiah got tbe state legisla 
ture adjourned sine die Just as Delhi 
wanted him to du. He would have 
announced his decision to quit in the 
state legislature itself but held back 
the announcement till the arrival of 
the AiCCdi observers—the general 
secretary G. K. Muuponar and the 
union indusTiy minister Narayan Dutt 
Tewarf^he next morning to assess 


th* vim ti Che pert7 legieUcen « 
muk^mcewief. Withio mtanitei of 
tbetr errivtl, the obeerven met An* 
JmiMi it Jeye Pnja tham, Ua reai* 
dwce. Boon eftetwer^ AfijtUb mb* 
■one4 1 preao confereoct to eaaonnce 
hio dednoD to He bed, indeed, 
tuboiirctd hit remteetwo lenm to Mn 
Gendhi on 14 FeSruery. 

Fcr the Mvt 20 hour* the obeerven 
wen bu«y meetint percy Wgielecon 
awet el whom winced to leeve cbe 
choice to Un Gendhi. This, however, 
did not deter the two foremort coeteir* 
den—the AKC<1) chiei.Kou Frehhi- 
her Ree, i pr o t ei e of onioa forein 
miniuer P. V. Ninsimhe Rio ud N. 
Jenerdheo Reddy, the revenue min»< 
ter in Anjilih'i nbioet who ciaiaed 
to enioy Re jiv Gendhi't eupport—Ireo 
dieplemi their re^ecove rtreocchi 
by piridmi choir rupponen it the 
l^e View foveremcnc fuett bouM 
where the o^rven were biUetted. 

When the obeerven left Hydertbed 
on 17 Febniery, e number o( niniften 
end lefieliton eccoopenied them to 
Delhi. By 18 Pebruery the Andhre 
Predeeb |uc«t houu in Delhi looked 
like 1 btiiy reilwiy plitform with 
min inert end lecisleton ocrupyinf ev* 
ery iviileble Ipecc. A number of 
miniitere lod|eo theouelvee in the 
five*Her Aahoki Hotel end loumt 
lexia were hired ei tteie eipew for 
them to |o about for lobovinf. 8o 
diefuitui wit the whole efciir thit 
Mn Gtnuii leked thoee iMembled in 
Delhi to go beck end tend mesteget to 
Hyderibed iskins thoee who were 
planning to come to Delhi to etay back. 

The next day the Congreesil) par> 
liamentary board met infcirmally late 
at night fur a brief period where 
several names cropped up as a likely 
succeaecr toAnjaiah. Apart from Kone 
Prabhakiri Rio and N. Janardhan 
Reddy, the namea of the union minis' 
ter of state for home.P. Venkacesub* 
beiah, Vljay Bhaskara Rao who wei 
the finance minister in Brahmananda 
Redd^s cabiriet and Nadendla Bhas¬ 
kara Rao. whomAnjaiah had sacked 
from his cabinet in July Iasi for en* 
cour^ng the diisidents, were discus' 
sod. The discussions were, however, 
Jnconclustve and the observers were 
told to proceed to Hyderabad the next 
morning and wait for telephonic in^ 
structiona before the party legisUiors 
there met in the afternoon to elect a 
leader. 

Thus N. D. Tewari aod G. K. Moope* 
oar left for Hyderabad on 20 February 
without any dear idea as to whac Mrs 
Gandhi wanted them to accomplish, 
^le fact (hat the union minister ul 
state .Venkatasubbaiah. would Ik 
travflluig to Hyderabad uy the same 
flight with the obeerven led to the 
rumours that Mri Gandhi had chosen 
him to succeed Anjaiah. When the 

C M reached K V derabad a large Bum * 
of CongresKl) Icgialitora were 
waiting it the airport with garlands in 
thair hand to receive Mr Venkatesub- 
beiah. The state Infonnatton depart* 
meet too hnd done iu bit: it had 
prepared a.j exheustive biodata on Mr 



Doptity Qd Rao; AarauAha R§o'$ man 


Venkatasubbaiab for those who cared 
to pkk it up. Venkaiasubbaiah had of 
course come to Hyderabad on his way 
to Guntur where he was to preside 
over a function of the tobacco grow* 
en—a function for which he had com* 
mined himself long before the idea of 


a change of leadership in Andhra had 
been mooted. But nobody would be¬ 
lieve him. So he took the first avail¬ 
able flight OUT of Hyderabad to save 
himself any further embarrassment. 

The Tficeting of the Congreet(1) legis¬ 
lators began at 4 pm at tM Assembly 
House. ImiiA industry minister.N. D. 
Tewari,entered the hall with his per* 
sooal secretary carding two suitcases, 
Close on their heeh vras G. K. Moopa- 
nar, the other observer. Nobody 
am^g the legislators gathered in the 
hall was expecting any fireworks. In* 
deed tbe genera) feeling was that the 
observers would break open the seal of 
an envel^ and announce Mrs Gan* 
dhi's choice which they «ould be re* 
quired to endorse. Bo much so that out 
d 3S0 legislators. 13S did not even 
care to attend the meeting. After some 
general eichanges N. D. Tewari 
opened his briefcases and showed 
iMm heaps of blank papers. The legis¬ 
lators could write out their choice on 
them. The members were taken by 


Maharashtra CM goes 
for psychiatric treatment 


Bombay: Babasabeb Bhesale. (he 
rhtef Buister of Mebambtra. u not 
in the soundeft of hoalih. it leaii as 
far IS manul subiliiy ii concerned. 
For the last four moetbs. he bat bees 
gMBg It least once a weak to e top 
psycLaoisi m central Bombey for 
rreetmeni. This ioAabiliiy has Mi ob* 
vioui implkaiHms. and one cannot be 
Hire if Hn Indtni Goo^ was aware 
of this when she auddeah chose him 
out of the hai to redace tbe contra 
venial Ur Antulay.The fact that he is 
under piycbiatric treatment is bound 
to make Mr Bhosale more vulnerable 
in the bitter climate that currently 
envelops Maharashtre politics. 

To Mgn with. Mr Amuliy b far 
from finnhed. Enough lodkaiiofts of 
his continuing power are ivailible 
from the queues of people still wait 
lag to see bia in his office on Marine 
Dnve. hfis knowledge dial 

Mr Amalay still has tbe support of 
caougb MLAs in ^ KahanshtTv 
Coopessdl Legaslarure Party to win 
the ^iif muitster*s job if democratic 
electioos are held without the in 

CM Bhoside.* ptydumtric ptthpf 



lerferenca of Mhi The feet (hat the 
trusts, wiih their substantial fund^ 
are still in rne control of Mr AntuJay is 
another lign that while Mri Gandhi 
may Hive removed hua from the chief 
minister's office she has not ramo'^ 
hire from power The status ha enjoys 
is underlined by the fact that a car 
still drives up the lannac to meet Mr 
Antulay when be fliai in to Santa Crus 
airpori from his trips outside the 
sute And Mr Antulay*s friends are 
confident that thair man wiU get an 
importam job ia Delhi soon to com¬ 
pensate for ibe chief miniitanhip. All 
this b bad news for Mr Bhosela, (or 
obvirmi reasons, since Mr Antulay 
would like hii own man in the CM's 
gsddi 

Dissension is already rife, and ic is 
being led by the self-styled leaders 
who thought that they should have 
become the chief miniatar after Mr 
Anculay's depertuie. Mr Jawaharlal 
Dirda in Vidarbha and Mr Ramrao 
Adik in western Mahmshcra have 
already begun thair no-h^ds-barred 
campaigns to get Mr Bhosale thrown 
out. Mr Adik, whose fondness for the 
bottle could have been a reason for 
not giving him the Maharashtra 
throne, has begun btkding court in his 
residence whm he spreads choice 
Slones about Mr Bhosale’s private 
life. 

These aspects apert. the fact thai 
Mr Bh o s al e goes for esyehiame treat- 
Blent cannoi but be neld against him. 
After ail, the chief eaecudve of any 
state u expected to be. at the very 
least, rwaliy sound u far nerves and 
stabiliry go. Of course, going for 
piychiacrk treatment does not auttv 
maikeUy make anyone unsound, but 
no political leader can afford to exer' 
cue power if there is any doubt of his 
or her abilities, 
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>urprite. Ntv«r mm tb* itoetioft d 
Sujivi lU^ M tte teidcr in 19SC 
b«d • dir«c( ntectien l«r ividnr 
takeD pUu. Aat bnnuht • cbonii d 
pfotm froQ nany Ifutotort. Ou of 
(he conienden. N. JaoardhAfi lUddj» 
claimed that the more «u dellbeme' 
ly deaitned to lolat Keoa Prabhalmr 
lUo lo tne office. He had flows in with 
the c^ierven from Delhi and knew 
what wu in their mioda and had 
accordioily inobiliaed hii Krtagth. 
SoBw oieMera mid that atnce AD>alah 
waa reaMved without coeauhisi the 
lefitiitora it waa but tkenral that 
thoac who ffstove d hin ahould neate 
hi* Mccaoaor. H. Jaoardhan Reddy 
alio raiaed obiectiona oe tha irewM 
th#t three day*' aoticc waa aaceatary 
if Biambara were to elect their leader 
by baUot. Bui periiapa the more inpor* 
lani reaaoQ wai that aioce the dey waa 



cloaed the contenderi could aec 
iie the reaourcea to buymp aupport. 

Meaawhile A. Verappe, miniater of 
power. iu|ieitod that lo avoid funhar 
blnemea Jhnjeiah ahould ba allowed 
to cMdnue. raced with ea bdpiefil 
revolt aialnat foiadAf the Clii on 
itaiea, ine obemvari adjourned tbo 
neetlni at 4.40 m to tank inimic- 
tiona from Delhi, mm tha Ctfi cbam- 
bar in tha Heuae they oiled Pnneb 
yukheriee. Ur Multejee leaiMed 
that the leader ahould be elected bv. 
ballot. Hlfh comaaead. prewmebly p^ 
Qued by widoepreed cntidM aiuMt 
foiahno CUi from lMh4 and the 

n don of e party hfLCD. 6l 
A, in protaii on. If Pabruary 
tbouttt that Mch a move would lend 
Icfiiunacy to Deihi'i choi^ When the 
obaervcn pieced tha vleif More the 
lefialaiort moat of them reiocted the 

ea&edup 


idee. The obaervera then 


up Mr 


Mhkberte afeto and CiaaUy he ayaart 
to a draft raaoludon that would leave 
the choice with Mra Gandhi with the 
rider that while cbooeiaf the aucceaeor 
the yrould take the coaeaniui gaiheriil 
by the obaervera into her cenaidara* 
itOD. The vdtole idea waa to convey the 
impretaion that Un GsdU had not 
acted arbitrarily and bBr~ncUom re* 
fleeted only the will of the ■ajoriiv. 

When the meeting reiuined ei 7^2* 
•pm. Anjiiah introduced the reeolutioo 
but several memberi immedietely 
sprang to their feet daiaung that there 
was no conaensus among the legitU- 
tori about the choice of bia auccao’ 
lor. Beaidea* the rider would restrict 
the choice of li^ Gandhi. The obeer* 
vers alio thought that die rider ahould 
be delated. It was thtt that Kona 
Prabbakar Rao asked Anjaiah to 
nova a fraah resolution delecioi the 
refereaee le the coneeeaua Anjaieh 
agreed. 

Before leaving for Dalhi on l\ 
February, the obaerverSi h o w ev er , met 
Anjaiah once egain and ohaiaod bia 
signature on the original ra^uiion 
that he had moved. When they mer 
Mri Gaadhl at Palam airport where 
the had come to receive the TansaAian 
Prtaidani. JuJlua Nyerere, and told her 
of what had happened at the Brndiag 
of (hi leiiilatora. the obaerver a pro* 
4P ' 


dueed a of the reaelutieB canmin* 

ing the rmence about ^ esanHon 
Ihet kkked ^ a fre^umtrovsm ■■ 
bcdi the prionpal coniendma, fima 
PrabhaJur Rao and K. Janardhan Red¬ 
dy. reached Delhi the aama day. 

It waa at chia stage that tha aewnel 
affairs ininlaffr cama up with a en 0 a» 
don that Kent Prabbafcm Rnn ba 
made the CM and the other co B t eode r . 
N. Janardhan Reddy, be made ene of 
the two deputy chmf miniatera, (tha 
other being a p araon from TelMgfiM). 
But it faiJad to find favour whfr Mra 
Gandhi, lo a way, ihia waa a nMC M* 

INDIAN RAILWAYS 


P. V. NaraMmha Rao who wanted Kona 
Piahbakar Rao lo luccead Anjaiah 
and bed worked for it To Rao'a ambar* 
rammeat Mn Gandhi, who had been 
i|iB foT htf Understanding 
of the Andhra affairs turned to the 
uaioa for petroleum and ch^ 

mkab, P. Shiv Shankar. And it was on 
has cnuaatl ^at aha nominated B. V. 
Red^ as tbe Cd. As a sop for P. V. 
NaraaLmhi Rao. the efferea the office 
of Che deputy chief minister to JagM* 
nethn Rao, who is believed to enjoy 
Rao'i coofldence. 

A BpacMI Ceireependsut 


Derail wasteful projects 


Bombay: Eves as railway mialaNg P. 
C. Sethi wu all Mt to grab Ra l7Ci0 
Crum from tha hiraaud ccmmittan 
and ocher users of the iDdiaa raihsayi, 
tbe ceotrel railway in Bombay 
embarked with e group of iournMlMs 
from Bembey on a wamefui Ra ZS^ure 
ride (with another Ra 2&<r«re ride 
scheduled two dan letcri TW dM 
Ghat Una between Kasnn and loipuri 
and Karjat and Lonavla who waa 
inaugurated thb woe^ togethar coat 
Rs ab crorea: a typical of 

waeufuJ o s p eu dittira and bog plan* 
oing Chet neceaoitaica such fregnent 
ana hefty hikm in rail frel^ ggids 
and paaaengar fores, eccordmR to an 
outh^UQve aourte in tha r odna ya 
this rise is the third in one ywr; one 
of the raiaee being on the rtdicmWus 
alibi of rounding fares. According to a 
knowledgeebla lource.the thvdGhat 
lina la not necessary because ne addi¬ 
tional traffic is geaeretod. There is ne 
terminus like die Victoria Terminus or 
Dodar at Igatp^ which would have 
made such a railway line meaid^ui 
and remunerative. The txoiae givea 
for tbe Earjet-Unevla trech an Che 
Pune adc waa that it wouW csrn oil 
lankera with oil from BomlMy wgh. 
But now with the pipriiot pipject 
going throu^ the quesioa ef oil 
lanken on oum tnek is oul Ob this 
issue the railwi^ autboritlas Mnlly 
ignored tbe advwe gfven by wious 
qusricra, particularly tbe survey a am- 
mitlee's recommendation* which 
advised coov er aien to AC moetNii. 


This would have been more economic¬ 
al. Today it has a DC syscere which 
woriu on a voltM of l.SOO whereas 
coAveraio& to AC would have meant 
2,S00 volts which in turn requires 
amAller diameter conductor copper 
wire. Tbe number of wb'itetions too 
•would be reduced. Investment, then, 
would have been much lower for the 
qunndtv of traffic. 

Similarly the Rs 2S*crora Diva* 
lisaain rauway line is ready but lying 
idle. It cennot be cominissioned, (he 
Butheriiiei say, due to non* 
tlectrtfieauoa. Tna railways are in 
trouble with the audit department for 
this because not only is it wasteful 
expendicurt with a huge loss of in* 
terest of SV* per cent, but it is un 
obvious enample of faulty planning. 
Diesel locomotives can easily be got 
from another metion and put to work 
00 this track, but everyone is too 
lethargic to do any thinkina. 

Anotimr coloesal waste is tne talk of 
B limb corridor at the cost of nearly Rs 
70 crorea. The heavy suburban traffic 
can ouUy be handled by adding more 
coKhei. With 12 coaches it will be 
poeaible to carry 33 per cent more 
pesaengera at a little extra cost. But 
certain peo^ are bent on waiting 
mooey on useless projects rsthet than 
reMructuring tbe existing available 
resources. 

On the all-India level wasteful ex* 
penditure cootinuei. One such was the 
acandaloua loss of over Rs one crore on 
tbe "Palace on wheels* train*—that 



cramped wooden inferno, tbw U now 
eou^t to be eirconditiooed—nobody 
vrints to UM, least of all the foreida 
tourucL The oMritionil efficiency b 
also at a low ttb as was admitted in 
the bydget- Unless the woricinn ex* 
penditura to the earnings ratio is In* 
wered, people will have to pay chroudh 
their noses to gat from one place lo 
another. The ratio was up lo 96 per 

CHOLERA RESEARCH 


cent b 1991 as agninsi 793 per cent in 
196S>66 and 79.9 par cent in 196(141. 

The teneral compUini of the travell* 
bid public was: one vmild not mind 
the fare hike if there were matching 
coaveoiancas. But not only are there 
no new amenities offered but then are 
no promises even of a reduction in the 
BUfflher of accidents. 

01» TelUs 


Violating medical ethics? 


Calcutta: b the medical esiablishmant 
trying desperately to retain its grip on 
the cholera research eoniroversy (oun* 
j)AV 19 July 1991)? Whv is the West 
Bengal Medical Council silting t^t 
on the complaint lodged by the scien* 
tisis' association of the National Inati* 
rute of Cholera and Enierk Diseases 
(NICKD) charging the director and 
deputy director with violation ^ bio* 
mMicaJ ethics in the 1974*76 experi¬ 
ments on Calcutu slum dwellers? The 
compleint was made in June 1991 
Eiibt months later the penal and 
ethical cases committee of the council 
has not even begun a preliminary 
review. There is reason to oelieve that 
the delay is deliberate. 

Perhaps it is felt that even if the 
experimenters are absolved it may to 
against their interests. Ihii seeni 
very likely. Reason: if the council 
dismisses the charge* the complaint 
can be referred to the sec retaro, 
health department, under Section 26 
of the Bengal Medical Act. If rejected 
again, the High Court can be moved 
under Article 226 of the Conaiitution. 
And this would bring the case back 
into the public glare from which it had 
been rescued by the authorities in 
1979 when the Senna Sarkar Comoiit* 
sion probe had been stopped on e 
technical plea. If the matter reaches 
the court it will also automaiically 
move out of the purview of the medk* 
al establishment. As long as the issue 
remains in the hands of a scientific 




elite it can be mystified into a "compU* 
cated scienrinc mairer” with the etnk* 
al aspects carefully clouded. 

The features of toe cholera research 
controversy have so many disconcert* 
mg parallels from the West that the 
bUc will be amaaad to see how 
isiory U repeating itself here—after a 
decaw or two. In the light of ibe 
Western precedeoii the path followed 
by our own native controversy today is 
easy to understand. Three such exam* 
pin are enough. 

•In Britain in 1962, Dr M. K. Papp- 
worth puMished an articla dascribii^ 
da^rous ekperimenis on patients in 
British hospitals. Questions ware 
ssked in Parliament and in 1964 the 
country’s medical research council 
iisuad ethical guidslinas for ciinicaJ 
research. Similarly in India, in 1990, 
after Che noiae made over the cholera 
research experiments, the Itidian 
Council of M^al Research (IClfR) 
issued guidelines which were a rehash 
of the 1964 Helsinki Declaration. Is 
the ICMR trying to pretend that the 
norms had not existed earlier? 

SDr Pippworth'sbook, HumaQ Cuines 
Ptfs, created another storm in 1967. 
Tw UK health miiuster tried to cover 
up by saying that only 79 of the 206 

bee had be 


espsnments oeKnoed had oeen none 
inBritainl To which Dr Pappworth had 
very reasonably responded: "Even if 
only two objectionable experiments 
had been pmormed would this not 
have been two too many and should 


71>e cholert research innnutt ui Calcurta and (met) the Bririat metiicei joutnel 
Tbe Lancet in itsSOJonuMry 19U issue asentjoned the ioveeii$Mboe undertaken by 
Sunday 19 JuJv l9gJ 



tbe minister not have rondenned the 
perpetrators io unequivocal terms in¬ 
stead of ippeahng to act as their 
shield and defender?'* It will be recal¬ 
led that in India in Smember 1991, 
the minister of state for health told 
Parbifflent that an "expurt" commit¬ 
tee had exonerated NIC ED, when 
actually it had been an instance of the 
medlcsj elite absolving itself. (Sun¬ 
day, 4 October 1991). 


sMedkal comnicteas can always man¬ 
age to justify unethical expaiinents as 
is clear from this examole: In 1971 
there was a furore in the USA over the 
Cincinnati radiation axparireant on 
cancer patients. Tbe ll*year projeit, 
financed by tbe Pentagon^ auned at 
studying the effects of radiation from 
an atomic explosion. There was no 
informed consent and most of the 
subjects wm^e ^'charity'* patients. US 
medical authorities dmendad the ex¬ 
periment by saying that it had been 

G riodicaky reviaim and approved 
the faci^y committee. After publir 
protests one more committee wis 
appointed which again dKlarad the 
mjea "valid.* Evan the staid London 
Times bad then bean constrained to 
comAant; "The most effective safe¬ 
guard for the public is publicity. Had 
tne Cincionatf axparlmani been pub¬ 
licly reported, it would no doubt have 
bwn stopped long •go.'* 

An example ndarer home and more 
raceat is even mere relevant. In Janu¬ 
ary 1992, at a seminar In Bangladesh 
on "Transfer of Technology to the 
Third World." one of the dissenting 
scientists from NICED read a paper 
citing various examples of unethical 
raaaarrh and also referred to the 1974- 
76 Calcutta expertnants. Partldpanis 
at the seminar ware enthusiastic in 
denouncing such goiogSAxi. The lone 
objector, who laidfae was "personally 
aware” that the particular experi¬ 
ments had been ennrely above biMrd, 
happened to be deputy director of the 
Bangladesh Cholera Research Labora¬ 
tory (CRL) now known as the Interno- 
rional Centre for Diarrtioaal Diseases 
Research. His stand U not surprising 
in the light of tbe following fact; In a 
letter to Tire Lancer in 1979, Dr Collin 
McCord (then a kientist at CKL) had 
||sven*six instances of experiment^ at 
CRL "which have paid little regard to 
tbe rights and needs of the subjects of 
tbe research and which have been 
done without informed consent." 
Needless to add. Dr McCord is no 
longer with the Dacca institute. 

The estaMishrnent attitude cun be 
best summed up with this tailpiece; 
The secretary of tbe scientists’ associa¬ 
tion recalls a conversation as recently 
as November 1991 with the ICMK 
director-general. The latter had first 
tried to dissuade him from pursuing 
his charges and had then warned him 
quite simply but ominously that da* 
spite all publicity, "nothing will 
happen." 

Nothing indeed will, unless the con¬ 
troversy IS made to move out of the 
clutches of the medical pundits 
Vlpml BalasubrahnuuiyaB 
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National Herald's salaries 
come in a suitcase 


DdU; Mon«y comet ead |oet 
r«ber Mcerioutly it the S$ntmai 
/7«ra/d onieet (hue diyt and the sufI 
Ml eiudoutly (or the briefeue chat 
mi^c brine (nem their monthly Mlery. 
At Delhi, the meeicii briefcite did fwt 
ihow ittcK riti IS February 1912 
tho^ a (ew dayt earlier a turn ol Rt 
7,000 arrived rather tuddenly-Hhe 
payment (or reconneetini three telO' 
phone lineudiiconnoctee earlier. 

According io insiders the current 
financial entU at the XtrioAcf HefM 
is a fake, manaaement created critia. 
It sraned last Mptember when word 
first twead in Delhi's political circles 
that Mr Yishpal Kapoor, cheiman 
and managine director, was goinp to‘ 
be eased out from the compenv. Since 
then, the management stopped peying 
selaries on time, nor did it meet the 
compeny'i financial commitment! to 
the telephone department, the water 
end electricity supply departments 
end the Press nust of India and Vn* 
iiad News of India news aMi^i^> At 
Lucknow, the journalists were also 
humiliated. A letter sent 1 Febru* 
ary 1992 In several members of the 
Nutiomtl fl9rMid staff at Lucknow 
addressed to the managing director, 
says: “Since September last year, we 
are being paid our salaries Irrefularly 
end for the last two months, most of us 
have not been psid our salary at all... 
the local mana^nieni, it see ms. Is not 
concerned abwt the difficulties it 
causes to the staff and to add insult to 
injury, last week we were offered to 
acce^ Rs 75 per person as part of the 
salary^ost w the staff, however, did 
not K4ept this 'offer'." 

Deapite the acute financial crisis 
into vmich the Herald group plunged 
in September 1991, no artem^ have 
been made by the management to 
curtail expenses. Expansion, which 
has assumed a sordid oimefision in the 
group, continues unabated, as more 
and more new publications are on the 
cards. In October 1911, two new white 
elephants were brought in by the man* 
agement: resident editors for the 
^tiona/ iferald were appointed for 
the Delhi and the Lucknow editions, 
reportedly ^inst theVisbes of the 
editor. Mr Hari Jaisin^. Apert from 
the inauguration of the Bhopal edftmi 
of the JVavyjvjii, the group's Hindi 
daily, on 15 February, it is learnt that 
the nofsid nuoagemeot wants to start 
a new financial daily, Businesa HermJd 
from Bombay and new editions of the 
/Varioee/ and Qtumi Awes (the 
Urdu daily) from Calcutta, Hyderaoed 
and Madras. 

Insiders aUtfe that the groupi ax* 
pension plans are being pursued vigor* 
ouily, even Aough the present edi* 
tsoos cannot be paid for regularly, 
because expansion offers considerable 


scope to some people in the manage* 
ment to make mmey lu the unipeci 
fied expenses meur^ in the com* 
pony's axpensiOQ. A number of senior 
manageaent executives ef the Afarion* 
af HenU group are involved in the 
embetsleaeni m funds. Insiders man* 
lion an incident at Delhi which took 

? lace sofoe time back, inveltring Mr 
imal Mehrotra, rciideni director 
(Lucknow) and a member of the boerd. 
A payment of Rs two lakhs was made 
to the company, Associated Joumait 
Limited, by a Vank draft. Instead of 
depositing the draft in the company's 
bank account, tha draft was returned 
and a cash payment was demanded. 
Since the company does not mainta in a 
pr^er accounting and billing system, 
(here have been a number of instances 
when it has not ea^v been possible to 
truce the heads un^ which money 
has been entered in the books. 

This *has mcuM pdniculariy in 
Lucknow. But similar Instances can be 
found at Delhi where regular th^s of 
metal required for Linotype compos 
ing in the press have taken place. At 
Lucknow, machine parts have often 
been reported missli^ and the local 
office hes been continuous buying 
second'ha^ spare parts. Tne oieia] 
shortage at the Ntiionsf Htntd be¬ 
came so acute on 1$ January 1992 that 
metal end nitne acid (needed for 
photo blocks) bad to be specially 
arranged fairly late in the evening, for 
e special supplement planned for the 
Delhi edition ^ the Herakf. 

This special supplement was being 
published to nerk the second 
anniversary of Mrs Gandhi’s return to 
power but it met e sod fate at the 
management's hands. It was simply 
not supplied to the newspaper haw* 
kacs next mbming. No wonder, staff 
manbers allege chat managerial per- 


soonel are more interested in the 
reddi (scrap)" value of the newspiMr 
and its supplements. Incidentally, tnH 
was not tM first instance when the 
management failed to show anthu* 
Siam in selling the newspaper. For 
instince, subscriptions were taken 
during last few months but naws* 
papers da not roach many sobaoibers. 

As part of the bungjing and the 
embecalement that goes oir in the 
Hereid group, sub-standard flongs and 
sub>snndiro ink are being used In the 
fferaid presses. Cheques to both cor* 
respondents end cootribuiors have 
botmed, including those to Mr T. N. 
lUul, now Governor ef Jammu and 
Kashmir, and the famous writer and 

r melist Mr Khwaja Ahmed Abbas. 

Its high-handedness, the power* 
oaxy managers of the company go 
around drdering correspondents in 
state capitals to collect advertise* 
ments. For the recently inaugurated 
Bhopal edition of Nerjivan, the com* 
pany'i business rapresoniativt at 
Bho^l hired district level correipon 
dents in Madhya Pradesh and the 
Vidarbha region of Maharashtra, with¬ 
out consulting the oditor of S$vjitan. 

It it not surprising that the senior 
managerial stuf do not think twice 
about robbing the company because of 
the almost unchecked suierainry they 
command in the newmper group, 
under the petrortage of Mr Yaihpal 
Kapoor and Mr Vimal Mehyotra. A 
management official looking after the 
Hera/d printing presses et Lucknow 
has sal up his own job press and much 
of the joe-work that had b^ coming 
to the Heeild in the past has now 
stopped. At Delhi, on one occasion 
some months ago Rs 2S,(XKI were mis¬ 
sing from the briefcase in which 
money had been sent to pay the staff 
salary. There have also b^n instances 
when Mr Kapoor, the manaaipg direc¬ 
tor, and Mr Mehrotra. resident direc 
(or, have had bitter quarrels with their 
deputies in the management over mis¬ 
sing amounts. Perhaps, that is un* 
avuiduble in a company where the 
management prefers to indulge in cash 
transactions pU the time. 

Anil Baari 


The 13th pubHcaHon 
from the Herald group 


The 15th publication M the 
Nariooaf BtfJd group of new^pen 
hk the sUAds oa 13 February 1992. 
Coipcidcptally, is was also ibe Uth 
daily of Bb^. Ma^a Prade^ CM 
Mr Arjun Stnah. inaugurated the 
Bhopal edkiaa of Nanieem. the Hin¬ 
di udy publiabed if the Natrona/ 
Iferaia 0 oap. 

Mr Bmgb waited for more than 
haiif*aft*hour for Mr YaApal Kapoor, 
managlai d i rectof ef Aaaorteied Jour* 
nail Gamed, pubUiben of the eewi* 
paper, whb waj delayed due to the 
lata arrival of the (ugbt from New 


Delhi. A copy of the InauguraJ issue <1f 
the daily was pretend to the Prime 
Mmisier on Is February 1992. 

Although the group has been allot¬ 
ted a piece of goremment land in a 
cpskily cwmniaccit] cooiplei, ATav- 
Jeereo is being published from t 
govemmonl-owned bui Iding in ihe old 
citv. Ironically, NavjevvM has stan^ 
publication whan the staff of other 
editiofti have nor been receiving their 
salaries regularly due to a financial 
cnils in the coc^ny 

A Spedal Correspondeot 
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Any manufecturer of electronic components 
will test the component for quality. 

But how many will test every component of 
every component? 



Not msiy. At the most theyii ttst a component ter quatrQrJust before K leaves 
theMoiv. That snot the way t^itronwcflc At KeKrerLqalt^csritrot boot phrase to 

Impress you with. 

It's a way of do^ tt in g i 

It begins even befm the raw materials enter the Uocy. To maKe sure only the 
best is used. Then testing the test equipment to make sure everything is viohung well. 

Then tBSting each and ewycompqngit of eatfi and every co mpon en t at each 
and every stage of produeboa 

nruly. tes ti n g the whole component to make sue It meets our very fussy 
st a n da rds. Which means atest fcr the temperature to ler an ce range. A test ftv current and 
voltage handling capaUHtles. A lead puA testfortfl leaded components. A shelf Hfe test to triaKe 
sure It can be sto re d for a long time under trying atmospheric conditicn& 

And so the grlftig gees oa 

So when ^ use a Keltjon component you can be stre tfW It has met with air 
me troubles rt's ever going to meet. And d it^ good enough to cany the hereon name.you 
can be sure Its good for yoa. 

SIKELTRON 

CUvIPOrslENTS 

If you look dose enough, you'v know why. 

Mrila State E)KtJV«a Ofwtapintf* Cerporsdon tad. Kferon HOW. TmeMnm ess 001 Tefftionr 60621. 
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CALCUTTA RACING 

Mystery behind Royal 
Mantle's suspension 


Calcstti: The colourful tad 
world of horse^recing bte recently 
been the scene of rntniMUtion tad 
akuldu^err (Scndav 31 jtnut^ t2). 
Whet IS surprising, howeter. u that 
the Roytl CtJcurta Turf Qub (RCTCh 
one of India's premier rtcinf iatcitu* 
tioru tnd its tumult body of itewtrda. 
who enjoy unfettered powers, should 


be eoft^ re s poft si bl e for ihe morwM 
thet Ctfcvtta itdof is now la. 

A recent of arbitrary tod 

bi^.btaded nuntcemeat was the 
cate of Royal MaotTe, wtnaer of this 
yaar'i Calcutta Derby wboee fadle 
victory oa 10 Jaouary 1902, iacurred 
the wrath of the chibH stewards, tram- 
er Sbri Cbaraa*s liceace was sue* 


for two Boatbs up to 10 
aid all the eaistifit enrriee of 
the horse cancelled. Accoromg to Rule 
72 of the Rales of Racing, SbrlCharaa, 
die tr ai w sf and part-owner becioie a 
*dismUfted poreon* and by Rule 48 
^i» bone is ^Ufied to be aniered or 
ran wbkb is ianr alia partly the 
pnpeity if a duqualificd person.” But 
eU of a inidin. a \in\t over a month 
after the suspension order was beued, 
(hare was a chance of heart: tba li¬ 
cence wet restorea and Royal Mantle 
b now in Bai^slore to rice in the 
prasdciout Indun Turf Invitation Cup 
on 7 blarch. 

While racing fans are delighted chat 
the ban oe tbe prombiag colt was 
withdrawn in time, what brought ab* 



Antarctica miaalon more 
than 100 par cant auccaaaful 


Panaji: The Indian scientba rerurned 
from the Antarctica cspeditlon lad 
were welcomed like hemes ee 19 
February. They had ev er y reason to 
be heroic for landing in the scy 
Antarctic tone from tbe Indian Oceaa 
side was the "most difficult operaiioo 
and comparable to climbing Eve r i it 
from the South face* as oee of tbe 21 
scientists said. It was indeed a formld- 
a hie task. planned end eseeuted ii sa 
months on a veiy li^t budget of only 
Rs two irores liie long arduous io«* 
ney undertaken on the Polar 
Circle, the smaUast ship of its kind 
1400 DWI^, captained by Korweigiaa 
mariner Capt Jon Herald Fjortofu 
with a nixed crew of Norweigiaw. 
Canadians and a lone Brirish techni¬ 
cian. Mario C^ral e Se spoke to Dr S. 
C. Qasim. leader of tbe expedition 
almost immedieiely after the Poles 
Circle landed in Penaji. Excerpu: 

Q: Or Qasim. tbt Wire Ajdarttke 
misswa was kept under e red <d 
accreev inxprit er rhe fees thet it ked 
no pofifjcei inpfkmioos. Why? 

A: We had no polirkil objemives as 
such. Duri waa e purely sdendfic 
■isaioii to study tbe least-ltnowo 
(jaent from the Indian Ocean 


After all the lodiu Ocean msigu b 
it. Ihe reason why the miiiioa was not 
publidsed is that we were aoi me 
our micce& Any publicity must be 
besed on success so we thought it was 
safer this way. There b eo other 
reason, absolutely none 

Q: fUty were you one sure of the 
sirccest u year miaaoaf 

A: Perhape there wes a Wch of 
coordination. InfensadM had ia ba 
relayed through Delhi thb 
have caused some cosrfubon iSan 
there was a lot of Meraaboe whkh 
your own magariee. SuahAV. used fai a 
fhet cUm uory. 

Q: Tbe ge sra floe p ari od af ebb 
prefect wes uousaaiiy short, pettier 
larv /or a plea ma 
eoked by tM m 
s/s 


many we-breakars in the 
werid. AH ere heavily booked. As^ar 
■s we know, there is no ice^breakir la 
the seutheni hemisphere. So when we 
kwiw that an iembrnaker wes eveil- 
ahle, we sosted rushing otw plans. 

O'- Catena the coat re sub the doth, 
yew moan... 

Ai Yes, ia s way. If yw w«ai to do It 
you have to do K. Nan yaar, there is 
ao gnaremvt that an be-brnakcr wtU 
available. Tbe Polar Circle (ibe 
I which we uaed. b itself 
by so mmiy other commies. 
Ibe momenr we got the guarentne 
that we weald have an ic^braefcer we 
get golag. 

Q: The Aarerken press has beta 
mWm rnmarntimi rhM there ware 
poUtkn/angbe whrdi, of cearee, the 
ntet JfiaJsiW has rotaf/y rspodi- 
amd. Whet, e rnn i f i m, to yep. were 
cheeh/eccrrcs of the misa/on and what 
the achrevementr and farmer if 


1 : We had no politka] objeatves. 
We warned to lo^ inare ebewt aee 


_r« We have had no chaaee 
te do any eon cd wwk In ^et arm 
acieoti fk raaearch work, you 
hm io<do ihisv jwu a alf , not rely on 
ksM whoi sewmone alae 
We have bean succcadul in 
olealiMraMwdeQs amount of data 
irtdek wul tdmayearoraemaaalyoa . 

TheM^ Cktfe whi^ cadi cte 

Indtee ^viwfiriM* m 


raalbetien. fPare tharv any ^add 
reeshns /or chb rash iah’ 

A; Wail the prime factor wao thn 
cviilaWliry of an kalaankai Thera 



IbdK wara na faihiras. There were 
moments of endtement, momenti of 
un cet nia t y , yoi. V one can ndileve ?0 
t* 75 per caoi of the teaks on such a 
misBoiw it cu be caniidered to be 
snecesiruL bi many cases we have 
mreoedad 100 per ceoi... 

Q: How dkdyou manaie to achieve 
*dP per 


than too per ceaif 
A: WaU. if e cart^ ta^ Ii allotted 
a particular aineuat of rime and we 
finish the ta^ bofore ibe allotted 
time, «* have ero as e d the 100 per 
caot iwrii. In fact, the feeling of our 
sciantisis was dial we would neve to 
stay iongof. If I am iM mistaken, a 
veesel has mi endurance of SO dm 
wo fcnyed for 43 days. (The 
Timr b mtarropced ^ ■ edeniisi 
who walks in with the 22 February 
iatua ef Time avagartna and shows Dr 
Qasim thebrtkii entitled. *Seramble 
on the polar ice." Dr Qa^ poimtag 
to the enlde stani speaUag again.) 
Look, tharu k no mentioa at all of our 
miastoe We have with ua the tame 
photogneks wbkh bava been pub- 
tiaheo with the article. 


Q; There seems to he e kind of 
MiM #von in the eeieetifk cemmiin- 
iry rier the Chinese hare been 
thomeo/ras for soch s mb* 
wt oTod CO hoar titem te it. 
Hher do you hare to say n> that? 

A: tbo rkkien have bueu tiUdng 
about it for some years. Wt have seen 
reports. But I don’t chink it wu trace. 
As 1 told you earlier wt hod a ship 
evoUabie end the evadabiilty of ite 
vusral was tho major point. 

^ What are (he u mt u f ia J kupbes* 
rioas of the Amarcrke tserdse) Are 
■e goiw back to the I6tb eentary 
fever or dfscovori^ new Isoda ana 
daimfif dam as our own.* 

A: We now bed tUe on ear minds. 
And hs any cnee, inch dabna would be 
lar-fetthad. It IM m be decided in the 
Uniced Nncnne. I don't cUnk tbe 
ti e o t y roCDgaisos it... 

Q: Yetr sriearfsti told the prees in 
the eapherm ed the haance^aa that 
if bidia b nor acce p ted by the mem¬ 
ber JMtioQs of Che maty she wilf go 
ahead and daim carrtr^... 

A: Wafl. wo lay ao many dung- 
s...Tbo jovnaUsts wen aaung all 
kmda of gnoiCiM and lomet im as one 
rninrsn w hhum maanli^ li...asywoy 
1 ran tall ym wo bare no torritoria] 




ll«bb«ri«#d coit 

matt ress es, pillows. 
cush i ons. and upholst e ry 
that combine the strength 
and firmness of rubber 
and the beauty and 
durability of coir. 


Where even the not-so- 
rich can enter.With an 
open heart and a lean 
pocket. And a taste for the 
good life. 

Bright and snappy 
doormats in a plethora of 
designs Jusld brush here, 
a dab there .. and put 
goes every speck of dust 1 


Sturdy mattlmgs in 

glonous patterns fof 
e ve ry su r face. They 
deaden sound and keep 
busy passages quiet. 

Thick, richly •piled 
eospete, tastefully 
cross-woven mousovko 
and rugs to give your 
surroundings that special 
classy touch you dream of. 




IR 


COIR BOARD SHOWROOMr ARD SAIH OCPOTS 

AHMED AS AD: 'Prtn Vljav', Aihrim Road. Navirtngpirra. Atun*dib«d 360 009. BANGAIOKE: I-A Mihaa&t 
Oudhi Rosd. Btngatort 8M001. BOMBAY; 5. St*diuni Houm. Churcbgtla. Borebay 400 020. BHUBANESWAR' 
US Sliiicm Sqw. Bbub*>»«ivir 7S1 001. CALCUTTA; 22 Loud«A StfMi. Cdl^nt TOO001. CHANDtCAUI: 
SCO-9S. Sacter 17-C. Cbandigsrh 160 Cl? COCKTK' JUruM’. M. 0 Read. 0pp. Kavltba Tbaatra. 
Cochin 682 on. KYDCBABAO : $-6-328 OmpoI Ro«d. Hfdorabod 800 001 

JAMMU TAWI; Upper Ouma( B«ur. jMimu Tawi 160 001. KANPUR: m-A/402XbBBdujt Bbavtn» Aihek Nagv. 
80 Foot Road. Kanpu: 208 012. MADRAS ; 781 Anna Road. Madrai-*800 002. MADURAI: 62 Eaat Vali 8 l Nr. 
Chinucmi.*); Ta Ildar. KUdur;.* * NTW DtLHf r IS'A. Aaaf All Road. Now Dalht 110 003. O F 3/00 Nahru 

Place. *:oA Drfis. \ ' * ’* .......r.•;» W*;i. L-.v.r Fauia^XOvl 







out diis $eB chufc la the JlCTC’s 
heert will be of ioterect to the discern¬ 
ing public. On Derby day, when the 
club authorities rook that hasty deci 
sion to ban both the horse and its 
trainer, (bey did not M^ie (bar the 
move would create unpleasantness 
and vitiate the hitherto friendly spirit 
that has existed between the club, the 
owners and trainers Many amung (he 
knowledgeable racing fraternity ex* 
pressed serious doubts whether the 
stewards would bare come dosvn so 
heavily if Royal Mantle had been the 
property of more influential owners, 
who enjoy a lot mure clout with the 
club. 

As a result of the suspension, Royal 
Mantlt*'i entry in another clauic-^rhe 
Queen Elitalwth II Cop on 23 Janu 
ary—was autumaticuliy cancelled. The 

S lean's Cup is a major attraction of 
e Calcutta railng calendar. 

Tn prorest against the arbitrary deci¬ 
sion of the dub, Ratan Singh, half- 
owner of Royal Mantle^ started legal 
proceedings, filed a sua again>t ihe 
stewards, the secretary and ihc rating 
manager of the KCTC and obtained an 
ltd intvriai order of injunction from 
(he city civil court on td January, 
restraining i he club from giving effect 
to their order cancelling all existing 
and future entries of Royal Mantle. 
Stung, the RCTC promptly filed a 
cuunter-applicatiuri on 21 January to 
vacate and set aside the iniunction. A 
hearing wa-» fixed for 22 January. 
Meanwhile, the KCTC followed the 
court order and in it> official hand¬ 
icaps and accepuncfs, published in 
local newspapers. Royal Mantle's 
name was included in i^c Queen hh* 
tabeth 11 Cup with a short remark: 
"Provisionol; Under order of ihe city 
civil ct»urt and without prejudice tu his 
disqualification by (he stewards uf the 
RCTC if ultimately upheld.” 

But time was running out for the 
RCTC and in desperation the club 
authorities contacted Shri Charan who 
was (hen in Madras. Major Z. K. 
Wadia. the racing manager and then 
the acting'Secretary of the club (in the 
absence of the secretary. Major P. R. 
K Jacob, who had also gone to Mad¬ 
ras) contacted Major Jacob to explain 
the whole situation. Arrangemenis 
were nude to fly out Shrl Charan to 
Calcutta. On the evening of 21 Janu¬ 
ary, Shrr Charan whose career was at 
stake, responded to the club's sum¬ 
mons, He was reported tu have been 
warmly received and welcomed by a 
RCTC official at the dlrport. He was 
surrapcltiously taken co a waiting car 
and "whisked away" (o an undisclosed 

dcsiinatoft where he was allegedly 
"forced” to sign a paper (withdraw^ 
form) "under duress." For the next 
two days Shri Charan was confined as 
(he ”^ues(” of the RCTC somewhere in 
(he city. Anyone who enquired at his 
residence was told that ha was "still in 
Madras.” 

Die following af(arnoon (22 Janu¬ 
ary) an affidavit was filed In (be court 
wherein Major Wadia said (hat he wax 
submitting an origiul withdrawal 



form dated 2t January signed hy Shri 
Charan in his (Wadte's) presence at 
(he RCTC the previous ni^i seeking 
withdrawal uf Royal Mantle from the 

S iieen's Cun. Could Shri Charan have 
line thi' vnluAterily when Royal Man¬ 
tle hud viicb an out Minding c nance of 
winning the prestigious trophy? As a 
part uwiivr Shri Charan could have 
had a ^arc of (he stake money. 

The heurmg fixed for 22 January, 
could not take place as the court was 
cJuxed (J High Court judge. Mr Justice 
A. K. Sarkar. had died Thai day). The 
hearing was postponed to 29 January 
Ibe RCTC found itself in a peculiar 
predicament. The club had hoped that 
once It submitted Shri Charan's with¬ 
drawal foim. everything would be 
alright. But the unexpected postpone¬ 
ment of (he hearing put them in a 
quandary. After deliberations and 
ciosed-diMr meetings, the RCTC de¬ 
cided to hold the (Queen's Cup race 
without Royal Mantle, Long before the 
declaration of horses and riders, a few 
jockeyx were allegedly pressurised nm 
to accept mount on Royal Mantle. 
Later trainer Dixon, under whose tem¬ 
porary care Royal Mantle was. de¬ 
clared that jockey S. Mani would tide 
the horse. Fearing legal complications, 
the stewards, nominated by (he West 
Bengal government, to look after the 
Interests of the racing public, took 
evasive eciion: (hey were not present 

on the day of the Queen’s Cup race. 

The race was run without Royal 
Mantle, if there was any satisfaction in 
RCTC circles over this brash decision, 
it was all too brief. Ratan Singh's 
lawyer bad sent a letier drawing the 
RCTC's artention to the fact that they 
bad wilfully and deliberately violated 
(he order of the court by trying to hold 
(be Queen’s Cup withiM Royal Man¬ 
tle. ^e letter threatened that unless 


the RCTC mended its action, proceed¬ 
ings would be started against the dub. 
for couunitting contempt of court. 

After the race, a flurry of aciivities 
began. Emissaries were sent by the 
club 10 request Ratan Singh to with¬ 
draw (he suit and come to an amicable 
sertlemeDf. Time wax running out for 
the RCTC as the hearing was fixed for 
29 January. Attempts were made to 
have (he suit withdrawn through the 
influence of local racing luminaries. 
Two leading owners reportedly played 
The role of “brokers " They gave an 
assuraoce to Ratan Singh that if he 
withdrew ihs vase, the dub would 
ensure Royal Mantle’s place in the 
Invitation Cup to be run in Bangalore 
on 7 March. Ratan Singh capitulated, 
an out of court seidemant was arrived 
at, and the case was withdrawn on the 
morning hf 27 January, before it could 
come up for hearing. 

The final seal on the sordid Calcutta 
Derby drama has been set. The Royal 
MantW chapter is now dosed. Bui 
what every racegoer would like lo 
know is why did the RCTC withdraw 
the suspension of Shri Charan before 
the siipulaied date? Was soma sort uf 
a deal struck? Where did Shri Charan 
stay m Madras? What made Shri Char¬ 
an sign the wiihdriwal form on the 
night of 21 January? Further, how did 
the RCTC come tn knuw rhat Shri 
Charan "will withdraw Royal Mantle 
from the rare on 2.Vd January I9B2 
(vide affidavit of 21 January 1982)” 
while the trainer was not m Calcutta? 
The RCTC has a lot of questions to 
answer. 

Tapao Chuki 


The lollawiog tnlormaiiuri <s oiibiisrircl 
>n complianca wiih Rule 6 ot the Req 
isnalioo of Newspapers iCeminij RmIos 
1996 

1 Plan cl pukhciHaa 6 PraiuUa Sa'ka; 

Smi CMuMa 7Q000t 

2. firtadHIl)! Weekly 

8. frlMet aM PuMisacr BaoDadily<i Roy 

lodun 6 Prafuiia Sarkar SUeel Calcuim 

700001 

4, HiHr M J Aktat Indian 6 Pialulla 
Sarkai Siteet Caicuira 700001 

S Naaws iN aMranas at iaeividHsis wlio 
ova Iha aevipipir iid partners or share- 
Iwl4tf04l^if^ hiore than ok per ceni el 
Ra letP («pitai. 

(i| Owaarg gniKa Baiar Patrika Lid. 6 
Praluha Sarkar Street Calcutta 700001 
(li) Shirebaidart halding mere Ihin 1% a1 
Re Wai aapilai Asnoxc Kumoi Sarkar. 
Aloha Sarkar. Avaek Kumar Sarkar. Arup 
Kumar Samar. Adhip Kumar Sarkar 
Acarx Kaj^r Sarkar Arup Kumar Sarkar 
on bahtf ot minor son Antra Kumar 
Serlw. 6 Pmfulla Cxrkar Sueet Caieulta 

700001 

I. &vpad((ya Roy. haraby daclaia (hat 
IN oarliculva oven apovc ara irua to 
IN baaf ol my knowledge and palict 
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Come^ shart the eatasy of a drtam futfiUed. 


3 nights and 4 days of bliss for only Rs. 1790per couple* 


Offer open tillSlH March '92. 

tor /urthn deiciU. ctmtaa Ohertti 
Hotels Sales Offices-^- 

Oe/h 699371, Ahnedsbad 449(21 
hartgahee 3776MI1377031. 

Bombay 234343, Calcutta 230191. 
btadras UJS6. 


Come for the caress of a wry 
special hutvry. Share some of the 
ffiMmfWJ that mH Unger forewr. 

WeV show we tare a giP m yout 
room. WeV tpw you a shtkara rUk 
artd if you Ye to tnclusrJ well organae 
wrnier yrtwls and sighlseeiag m 
Cutmoeg. If will he a tune yvu wtll 
news forget. An idyUH' begtrming to a 
Ufe together. 

* Sharing a double room mth oH 
meats and airport transfer, to and fro. 

Speciat ehscount on Indian Aabnei 
aeaHahlf. 

Jh% Covernmeni tases etira. 

Packages for confertners abt>. 
WiolkMe 


Srinagar, hadtmtf 

Ttf. 7364!. 73642 
















Ill NAOU 


MGR "tests" pressmen 


Maine In bis attitude towards 
prott, TaaU Nadu diiaf II. G. 

fcamarhandraa tuffon fran m a 
MftacutloB coaplex thaa Mt Cuadu 
lUo or Mr But UGR*t anelca 

Tti*a>ni lb# prmM took • n mfrea the 
conic 10 the lorieus. Tifwnni liTThi* 
Le^uiee Council ol the sate, the 
cbiH Buuttet referred to the feet tbai 
the aotorcwla used by • per^etedc 
chain<sMicKer, in i successful fei* 
away in the ci^ recently. beVetfeo to 
a aponer froa the iadiao EMpn$$. 
True enouih. But what ha did not say 
was that ue motcrcyde in question 
ww actually stolen some days before 
ibt chsin snarehinf inddaai took 
place. 

ladiM Enreas, reponiu the OTs 
siaeentcnr the oast day. curifiad the 
actual position. The owner of the 
mutorrycia was indead an Jadita £r* 
eraw reporter: Mr Partab 
Mr Ramchand found his rehicla stolen 
froB a cinema haU in the city on the 
eveninf of 2 February. Ha prottptly 
lod|ed a complaint with the nearby 
polica station The cuipni had obrioua* 
ly used Raatchand's Dihe durioa the 
(Min-snatchJnf inddtni a ceu^ ol 
days later. Why. then, did the honour- 



MCJt: taM^ the Espraas le task 
abia chief minister cheoaa to remark 
chat it was *a aattar of shame and 
recret that a motorcycle, which has 
bou discovered to have beeo used in 
chein'Snatchini oper a thws hes been 
found to bekHM to an lodiaa Sipreat 
repoctar*? R^y did the CM dieUberete- 
ly mislead the House by puttii^ forth 
a naM-tnach which, by mnauation. ia- 


plicated the said reporter? 

MGR had his answers the next day. 
With his own inimitable cenvoluted 
sense of lo^c, be claimed chat he 
deliberately ended his speech the pre* 
vioas day with a cryptic comment on 
the motorcycle )isue because he 
wanted ''to see how the newspapers 
reported thee part of his address." 
Seme test, this! What is more, the CM 
claimed that he “appreciated the soh^ 
darity of all the dailies, except the 
fodran Bitonss," in blacking out that 
part of of nis speech and waiting until 
the next day for the latter part of his 
submissions on the issue. For the 
second day in succession. Mr 
Ramachaodran misled the House with 
his brand of half-truths. 

First, ii was not Indisn Expntt 
alone vrhich reported the remark. The 
incident vras reported by the Hindu 
and some ci the vernacular dailies. In 
fact, while the Express tucked sway 
the report io an inside page, the Hindu 
displayed the report od pete one and 
also gave the concerned express re- 
porter’s versioA on the lorn of his 
motorbike and the subsequent com¬ 
plaint to the police. Pun her, Neerof- 
lam, ■ Tamil daily run by a lackey of 
AlADMK chief, prominently (uay- 
ed 1^ the remmii with an insinuating 
beaduae: "Highway robbery by Ex* 
praas reperw^ Why, then, did MCR 
claim to dw Logiilative Council that 
ail the dailies, except the indian Ex¬ 
press. biicked out bis "unfinished" 


Pill up that gap in your life! 
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Monon's. 


A megatine for the kiwWgewt 
women. Offer* e unique^^ 
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on fashion, inionov 
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ranark? 

Secondly, even if be wu only *t«t* 
ing" the pm$ «i he cliiined. did 
he (ilk ibout it being e *mitter ci 
•heme end regret” ihit the motorcycle 
in que<tion helooged lo an fip^ie 
reporter, knowing fully well that the 
vehkle was not in its owner's posMS- 
sion at the time of the chein*snaichini 
incident? Why, did the CM have to 
stoop so low to snipe at the IndiMo 
Btpnti and its reporters? 

It is common knowledge that MGR ii 
far from happy with the IndiMn Ex- 
press end its sister pubhcition. Dfne* 

MADHYA PRADESH 


anai. The Express has camiitendy 
e i yo sed him on his acts of commission 
and onissiea and has been particular* 
ly erirical of his peeudo>prohlbitioa 
polky and hit haod^ of the Naullie 
eetivKies in eha state. But the real 
ismse in *the ease of the Botorotle* is 
one of the CM dehberntely miuead^ 
the House. It was a fit case for raising 
e pnvilefe iame on the meiter and, in 
fact, prctmen were seen prodding 
opposttiOQ party membes i le ask for 
an ^jouniment motioo on it. Bui 
without fuccesi. 

AMtok KaMb 


A house for the arts 


Bhopal: Bharat Bhavani the Rs 1.20* 
crore prestigious cultural complex in* 
iufurated by the Prime Minister on U 
February is dsKribed as "a new house 
for the arts in Madhya Pradesh" by the 
dynamic culture secretary and the 
moving spirit behind the projeci Mr 
Ashok Bajpayi. 

The complex is to include en art 
workshop, • theatre workshop, a re* 
heersal room, for closed and open doer 
auditoriums, e poetry library, rooms 
for artists, an an gallery and a perrea* 
neat museum Mr Chsrlei Correa, the 
noted architect, has designed the 
building, whose work is itiirfar from 
complete. 

The project of the building had been 
started way beck in 1974. but most of 
the work was completed in the last two 
years, when it was handed over to the 
department of culture. The 9,}0(!h 
square metre complex is situated on 
the banks of the picturesque lake of 
Bhopal. Merging with the landscape, it 
gives the impression of caves beneath 
the rocky banks of the lake. 

InitiaUy estimated at Rs B0.90 lakhs, 
the cost 9f the building has gone up by 
SO per cent partly hecause contraciors 
were paid more money to complete the 

Irisjde the permanent musei/m in Bhanr Bbavan 


work before the ineuguraiioo. 

Romakar. the museum of fine arts, 
iDclum works of not only modem an 
but also folk and tribal art from all 
over tadia. Mr J. Swamiaathaa is the 
director, and an advisorr committee 
includes M. V Hussain. Ram Kumar. 
Akbar Fadamset. Krisbee Rbanna. 
Culam Mohammad Sheikh and Pranab 
Ranjaa Ray. 

A massive campaign to collect folk 
aad tribal art from 20 distrkts of 
Madhya Pradesh with the help of an 
sfudents and experts has been luccaai* 
fully implemented. 

Mr J. Swaminathan, director of the 
museum of fine arts has travelled a lot 
to acquire a collection of nearly 2.500 
folk an pieces in stone, bronte and 
other material from different areas of 
the vast state in the past few months, 
iccording to Mr Asbew Baipeyi. About 
260 works of 62 renowned contempor* 
ary sniscs will be exhibited, 

Vagarth, the library of poetry 
scconmodating all the 14 Indian lao* 
guages. will have books as wall as 
collations of recordings, documents, 
photographs and posters of poets from 
all over ine count^. An advisory panel 
consistii^ of several tt^rankiM poets 
and critics, such as U. ic Anaothmuny 



(KannadaK Kedar Nath Singh (Ui&dik 
Alt Sardar Jafri fUrdu), Hiren Gohaia 
(Assamese). Ayyappa Panikar 
(Malm^k 0. M. Sha^b (Cujrati), 
Atur oia^ tPunMbi), Subhau Mukho* 
padbyay (lai^ik Sitakant Mabapat* 
ra (0^), Dilip Oiitre (Marathi) and 
othen as nambers has been conni* 
tuted. 


Anhad, the library of classical and 
folk music will have collections of 
records, tapes and other maiarials ra* 
ladng to iniportant musicians and folk 
musicians from alt over the country. 
An important collection of recoadinai 
of cla^il and folk recitals alrea^ 
with tht Madhya Pradesh Kala 
Farishad would be transferred to it.' 

The Madhya Pradash Rang Mandal 
haeded by tha stage maestro, B. V. 
Karanth, has an adoot auditorium 
called Antarang and an open*air 
theatre called Bibirang In the com* 

K * «. Lalil. the library and archives of 
e arts, would try to collect corres* 
pondence, statements and other re* 
levant materia] relating to fine arts 
beAidfs hooks and publications. Askar, 
the workshop relating to graphic, 
painting, uulpture, ceramics and 
theatre would provide training facili* 
ties to artists and srudents of Madhya 
Pradesh. Ashram, the home for an 
artist in residence, envisages that ev* 
ary year a top'ranklni musician, a 
thMtra parsonallry, a filmmaker and 
an artist be invited lo live in residence 
for a month or two. The artist would be 
provided all facilities to do whatever 
work he or she would like to do. 


To merk the ineugurition of Bharat 
Bhavan a week-long festival of poetry 
and the arts was organised, while 
inaugurating the complex, (he Prime 
Minister paid rich tributes to the acti* 
vities cd the Madhya Pradesh aovem* 
reent's culture department. Bhopal, 
she said, had emerged as the **art 
capital’of India. The work being done 
hen," she said, "^ovidas an agample 
to the rest of fnaiatand other states 
should emulate U.“ *> 

She said even Delhi had no parallel 
to match the magnificent project of 
the Madhya Pradesh government She 
h^>ed that other states would fallow 
suit and construct similar "houses for 
arts." Mrs Gandhi also praised tha 
moving spirit behind the pro^t, the 
cuirure secretary, Mr Ashok ^payi, 
though she did not name him. It was no 
taall achievemenr, she said, that the 
officer bad been a^ to persuade so 
many big artifts to coma to Bhopal and 
be astodated with tha prolan, "With* 
out tha artists* active cooperatum. this 
work could never have bMO fulf Ulad." 
she said. 

Though, art levers hailed chit Rs 
1.20<rore complex, there aiw auite a 
few tdm are frowning upon It, /aeling 
chat the stand of the culture depart* 
mant is unjuscifiad. They think it bas 
sot been prop e r to spend money on 
such a echemc in a state where many 
schools are without roofs and 
thouaaads of viUagae do not even have' 
drinking water 
A SptCHl Corretpondanl 



Lock at all the beautiful ttihiffs 

an elephant can ilc. 















Good health. 

You need H every day. 


When youVe healthy, you can 
pack so much more into each 
day. 

That's where Ranbaiy's 
Garlic Pearls help. Because 
they contain pure 9arlic oil 
distilled horn special varieties 
of garlic. And garlic has been 
known for centuries to have 
a number of medical benefits. 

Renbaxy's Garlic Pearls, 
takan daily, halp you keep 


healthy ar>d enjoy each day 
rr>ore fully. 
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Tribute to a departed 
revolutionary 


I n January laami id the 
death of a Pole in 

leruaalen. Hit name was 
Leopold Trepper. Few will 
have heard m tbit old aieo: 
maybe soma old Indian communitts 
mi^t remesiber his name. Trepper 
made his name when he ran the 
mott elective spy network for 
Soviet oiilitary inteJliftnce dunna 
the second world war: he even had 
an Ufint in (he highest circles of 
the naai apparatui. The Gestepo 
characteriiM Trepper’s eMnis as 
*ibe red orchestre^ end reierred (u 
the old foK himself at "the conduc* 
tor.** The ioformation .lupplieJ by 
Trepper resulted in crushing de- 
feats lor the Nasis. h was bis net* 
work that warned the Soviet high 
commeod of the offensive ageing* 
Stalingrad and enabled (he red 
army to prepare itself for the siece 
LwMid Trepper was bom in 
Kovy*Ter|. a small town in Polandi 
in IW. At (he age of ten ho saw a 
‘'Russian spy" being arrested. Tbe 
"spy" had a "Imle beard and a 
big cap tilted over bit forehead " 
Tm local Jewish shopkeeper who 
had rktenoed credit to the '‘spy* 
and his wife was the butt of many a 
village joke till 1S18 when one day 
he received a letter. It said; "^feese 
accept my apo/opes for fearing 
Without paying you in S9t4, owing 
to dxfficu)/ cjfcunstaiices. The 
money is eoc/oaed. Vfadimir fJVich 
tonin.** This is Trepper'a first 
Ucal memory. He joined a left wing 
Jewidi group, much influenced by 
Marsim and the Russien revolu* 
(ion. in 1923 he participated in (he 
Cracow general strike and was 
UackJiatM by his employers. He 
left for Pelestine. taw the condi 
tions under which (he Arebs lived 
and understood tb^r oppeosshn. 

In 1925 he joined the Palestine 
Communist Party and became the 
secretary of iti Haifa branch. He 
was tent for further studies to Moa** 
cow where be eneoded lectures 
giveb by .Zinoviev, Radek and 
Bukharin. Bukharin was tbe noat 
popular lecturer and Trepper was 
later to quote Stalin's future vktim 
as saying '‘every time she students 
applaud, it brings me clostt to 
death." Like many others of his 
gneratioa. Trepper believed in dm 
idea of workl revolution, like other 
PoUHi connunists he became a 
"spy* to further that cause. It U» 
after all. not pure coincidence that 
dw three moat powerful and intrtU 
gem Soviet ^es during the Tliir- 
ties were extremely rulrured com¬ 
munist revolutionaries. Trepper 
•ad Ignace R#sa ware Foies, 
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IgnKe Reiss saw ihrough Stalin¬ 
ism He made the fatal mistake of 
sending a letter lo Stalin informing 
him 01 (his fact, stating that he 
thought Trotsky was correct, and 
returning his medals. Stalin did not 
bother to repiv to the leitet He 
simply ordered Rejss’ liquidaiwn; 
he was shot dead io Switierland. 
Sorge was based in Tokyo where he 
sent beck mfomatkm giving (he 
exact date of the German invasion 
of the Soviet Union. Mb report wet 
disregarded Sorge wu desperate 
for StaJio lo believe him end look 
incredible risks to send more evi* 
dance (he had an ageni in the Natl 
embassy in Tokyo), out was caught. 
The Japanese offered him in ei- 
change for their agenis, but Stalin 
refused and Sorge was executed. 

Trapper’s network was fiaaUy 
broken after a ma|or Ceaiapo offen* 
sive. The "conductor” was arraeted. 
but managed to effect t apecrecnlar 
escape. On Ifh return to ike Soviet 
Union be wes impeiaoned by Stalin. 
Kia old boaa. General Berzin, bad 
been disgraced end executed as a 
"Trotskyite” and Trepper saw, lor 
the first time, the u^mess of tbe 
Stalinist sywem. He was subjected 
to anri trmirir jibes by his jailors 
end underwent meotal torture of 
tbe worst kind. 

He wax relcosed in 19S4 and his 

family, who had thought him deed, 

were over j o y ed to see him. Bui 
Trepper*! trials weren't over. He 
was gIvcB perausiioo to retara to 
his native Pdland in 1957. He re- 
joioed (he Communist Party and 
participated in the Polish Spring, 
whkh erupted eftcr the Pocnea 
dameiMreooAs of I9S$ Trepper 
vras Aaken to discover that Pouah 
MtiooaUam end Catholiciam were 


reproducing anti semiiism. Having 
eipenenced the Gestapo at first 
hand, he was staggered to find that 
prejudice existed even after the 
experiences of (he Warsaw gbatto. 
The heroism of the "red orclmtra* 
was soon "discovered* by the Pol¬ 
ish and the Bail German press, but 
Trepper alone noticed the hypoc 
nsy which celebrated his past sue 
cesses while doing nothing iu com* 
bit contemporarv anti semitnm. 

After the siK*day war of 19b7, the 
nationalist General Moczar orches¬ 
trated a series of supposedly anti 
iiunist demonstrations, which 
hrought every anTi*semitv onto the 
streets underneath the slogan 
"send the Kikes back to Dayan." 
The old man was hurt that this 
could take place in a self* 
prKlaimed socialist state. "I be¬ 
came a communist because I am a 
Jew* he was to write in his memoirs 
some years later. "In my contact 
with (he workers of Doir.brova, I 
hid teen the extent of capitalist 
exploitation. In Maraum. 1 found 
the definitive answer to the Jewish 
question that had obsessed me 
since childhood. In my judgment 
mIv a socialist society could put an 
end to racism and ann-semitivtn." 

Half a century later. Trepper was 
to diKOver that Sislinivt Puland 
was far removed from socialism. 
For protesting, he was placMl under 
house .errest and pievented from 
leaving Poland. Ao ouury from 
anli-Feecists in the west led i<> his 
releaae. He emigrated (o Israel, but 
refused to renuunce his past. He 
merely wanted to die in peace. His 
^ppuu and moving autobiogra* 
phv C^e Great Came. London 
l9/7l ends with (he following para 
graphs which should be his epitaph. 

"This ceniurv has brought Forth 
TWO monsters, Fascism and Stalin¬ 
ism, and our ideal has been en* 

I ;u2fed in this apocalypse ..our fai* 
ure forbids us to give advice, but 
because history has too much im* 
agination to repeat itself, it re¬ 
mains posvible to hope. 

"i do not regret the commitment 
of my youth...in Denmark in 1973 a 
young man a^ed me in a public 
meetinr 'Haven’t you sacrificed 
your Lite for noth log?' 1 said'no*. 

"No. on one condition: that peo¬ 
ple underscand tbe lesson of my life 
as a coflUBunist and a revolutionary 
and do not (urn (hetnselves over to 
a deified party. I know that yuuih 
will succeed where we have failed, 
that aocialisn will triumph, and 
that i( will not have the colour of 
the Russian unka that crushed 
Prague." 

Capiyri^r reaarred 


At mtm kom London 
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Mrs Gandhi will make 
big changes in mid-year 


T he bie ^ukeup chai Mra 
Ceiidu it coQien^tiftf 
ifeer cbt vmtw MfM 
•Msion wiU cttbric* U4r> 
)y ill brtndMi of the piv- 
ernment. Not )siftt unioo miniilcn 
bui chief ninbiefe* fovenort, tod 
top hureiucrtii viU tko ^ 
•fNeiea. WhilMf of apt tit 

cheniee ere aMe ia one fo, CM 
beiic decision to (o in for chra bai 
been teJeen. 

The lint eia wiU be to mre out 


ualoa alaifton tad eUel Bialaen 
who heve either performee poorly 
or becoRie too controvenial. The 
ue will elec fall on thoee who heve 
adulged la eicealve freupiea or 
eepuired e bed new by reJelaf too 
auch aeaey end dlipenjlai too 
aeay fevourt. Soac of ebeee do- 
throoed aisisten wlU be eccoaaw- 
deled u fovemon end the reel 
siaply cell in the bln. In the 
bureeucrecy the Mirch will be la 
cleen end efildeat bmq. Many 
heed* of najor depertmente aod 
publk lector lineacie) InirttutiOM. 
[acladlni perhepi the Reeerve 
lanli of India, wfll roll. 

Wbilo theee noenl a^ndploe 
about tho commi eheatef naeo 
been laid down, epocific docitloai 
about Indiriduali aay aot have 
been tebon yet. Sosie of Mn Gas- 
dhi*i crldci My that iha ic oltoa the 
victia of whlni or epo. bot noth^ 
could bo lurtfia frooi tta truth. An 
eoomoM aotouat of tboupht and 
calculation fooi into all her poUtfc* 
•I dacliloni. Whan «ha rtaorad Ur 
Kaailapati Tripathl ai railway 
nlaittar ead replacod hla with Jv 
Kadar Ptade it waa not out of any 
ffoat appradatieo of Ur Paada'i 
ebilltl^ waa laoraly ropladai 
one brahmin with anothar, IcoapiBi 
In Bind tho fact that orahmlna 
coftMitutad an Important vote bank 
for her. 

ftoma poUtkal puAdltt hava bean 
prodktlna for a loni dma that Ur 
Z r Khan Cboodhaya 

dma if up but 1 am aura that ualaaa 
ha fata Ineoleod In a malor apandtl 
ha wfll not Iw droppodMfort tfaa 
Waat tonpal alacnona. UuaUma 
conatlnita about 30 pm eaol of the 
Warn laaad alactaraia a^ Mn 
Gandhi will cartainly waat CD build 
up another Mualia laadar from tha 
Kata baf«a mttUm Hd of the UP 
from Uail^ Tm uaM h^ true of 
UuaUm nwraaaaudon U tha uaioi 
■iaiury. Every an of Ura trtHM 
la bMkod up n daradad caSeula- 




By BARUN SENGUPTA 


done. Evan whan aha wnllae at 
MBoooe. it is with a purpoac. 

The biiceat conaidereiion 
weifhiai «nui Mra Gandhi today ia 
whether comoeoa wtO be for or 
•fiiaM Ur Eejtv Gandhi in caaa of 
a erlaie. Tboea who are likely to 
oppeee him will alowly be weeded 
out. end thoee who are likely te 
atand by him will be broupht into 
poiltiecia of power. Similar contid* 
eratloiu had weiahed with her 
when Sanjay Gandhi wu alive and 
wta beinamooned aa bar hair 
■ppareat. 1 m oat eat of people 
were baUp brou|bi up; now It la 
tflothor Put In both taa caaee the 
unraliable people are tha aame: 
Channa Reddy, Xamalapan Tri¬ 
pathl, V. C. Shokla, ate. 

lire Gandhi U ^ta aw are that aa 
aanlor and atponaacad palitldana 
are thrown out a vacuum will alow- 
ly be croaiod. How dooa aha prop- 


oee to fill this vacuum, at lean till 
the Rajiv loyeiista are able to stand 
M their own feel? One solution is. 
of course, to have harmless and 
faceless p^le in key ministries. 
But there is • limit to how many 
Pranab Mukherjees and N. D. 

Tiwirif you can have at any oiw 
dma. io the other solution Is to 
depend more on bureaucrets. Mrs 
Gandhi has already befun to five 
the bureaucrats an idee of the new 
and inporUBt role they will be 
called upon to play. She has recent* 
ly had an unusually free end frank 
oiKustion with them in which she 
has told them chat they will hence* 
forth be eapected to take personal 
inJtieclvei. Since then ihe lecretar* 
iei are under observation, directly 
by her and indirectly by Rajiv Gan* 
dm. P. C. Aieiahder and Krishnes* 
wamy lUo Sahib. How they per* 
form in the neat couple of months 
vrill detemine their future. 

The major chanpes that Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi is cantemplaiina will come tb* 
out only if the Pre»dent does not 
upset the apple cert and if no 
trouble is created from within her 
femily. Barring these uncertainties, 
not just 4 mejor sbekeup but impor¬ 
tant policy chiMss can be ea- 
peetad around May. Mrs Gandhi 
Ml^ei In tlmirm her moves well, 
and from all indications the time 
for the big chenge is not too far 
away. 


Rajiv Geadhi. His furwv Is Ui mother % mein concern 











How, silver strengthens 
the bonds between us 


27th December 1956 marked a CKHourful In our silver fubiJee year, we ihank alt those who 

^‘gin ning. Colour-Chem was fwined to man u > have conthhutej lo our w ih. Ibe industries. The 

fact urc pifmeni printing coloure and binders trade. Our col Idboraiors and selling organizations, 

indi^nously. And has not looked bad( sina*. And all those wonderful ptt>plc who need and 
We VC grown by leaps and bounds—pro^essivcly cherish coSour — people like you 
expanding and diversifying to meet the needs of a . ji. 

wide range of inditsiries. from pigments and dyes by your needs, wc wlcmuly icnew our 

for textiles, plastics, paln^. printing inks and rubbei greater success - to help the silver 

to colours, chemicals. auxiliarlcN for leather, and bon* ofwr reUtwnshin lake on wl another dazzi* 

in (ermediates tor phannace ut icah dyesi uffs and • ng S ue. Bn lliant. scintiUatjng gold 

pesticides. 


Cohur C/ttm 


COLOUR-CHEM LIMITED. <.aureh|«w KecUmatiuni Bombay 4UU 02U 















THE WORLD 


UN chief imiler Nre 


The M« PemvUc Seem* 
wy*Gca0il oi tbe Uoii^ Nt* 
liM. Mr JiTier Pens Oe 
Cufller. bif cone ueder 
beevy fin for ucktat (St 
cUef of (he t'N Siuuii rlebu 
diWiioe {Wori4. 21 Feorv* 
vy>. Meav iatemeiiootJ erte* 
nlMtioBS nave quetuoAed w 
CutUer'e inttfriry in dJiniO' 
•iBf tbe DuKa oirector. Mr 
Thw Viii Boren. In e sraie- 
iBent Ueued in Geneva. 12 
nOB'geverniienfal orgenira* 
dees OAth coAiuliecrre uetut 
la Ehe UN eapreised ’‘great 
regret at tbe tersunatUm M 
tbe mandate* of Mr Van 
Boven who had made “im- 
menee coatnbutions'’ to the 
cause of human rights. 


Khomeini's 

days 

numbered? 

AyaioUab Khomeini's reign 
will loon come CO an end if the 
Iran government'! plan to 
cbooie a ruling council of 
three or four members sue* 
ceed The President of Iran. 
Mr All Khamenei, said in an 
interview with WewsweeJt 
that the council would be 
chosen by a committet of ex* 

t ens. The President also 
inied that under proper dr* 
cunetances, Iran would not 
hesitate to accept Soviet 
weapons. ‘‘‘Tlie purchase of 
military arms ano euiiipaseot 
is not miliisry anistance,* 
tbe President was quoted as 
saying 


Khomeiiti: end oeexing.’ 




De CireUsr /ecee critkitm 


Priests 
arrested 
in Poland 

IV Polish mUtiary rulen, 
in a last ditch effort to silecwe 
the remaining Solidarity 
■ctirins, have anvsied three 
priests. But reports say thel 
Polish authorities have no 
vUta to cafT7 out large seek 
arresu of prwms for leer of 
absnatiitg the church. Meen* 
while the Polish primete, 
Arcfabiibop Gle^, who has 
recurved from e crucial meet- 
ing with tbe Pope at the Vao* 
can, is scheduled to deliver an 
inportavt sermon definiog 
the chatth's attinidc to mar* 
dal law. 


Israel 

honours 

hitmen 

Israel has decided to ienc 
Tty staape in hcaour of 
m hitmeiL who murdered 


Attempt on 
Pope: man 
held 


A Turkish rigbt wing ex* 
trenm, Omar Ay. susiyied 
10 have been invmved io the 
assassination attempt on the 
Pope was efresied recently tv 
Hamburg. West Germany. Ay 
is beiiev^ to have been an 
asaochie of Mebmet Ali Agca 
wbo was the only person 
arrested In connection with 
the Bolder attempt, loveid' 
gators are studying s ^ote* 
graph which shows I man 
with West Alien features 
sunding next to Agca |oot 
before tbe Pope wai shot. 


Arab move 
against 
Israel 

TV League of Arab Fore* 
ign Ministers have decided to 
presi for Israel's exclusion 
from the United Nations and 
other iotecitatiofial bodies af* 
ter III avneaitiofl of the 
CoUn Heights. The aisUten 
strongly condemned the 
USA's West Asia policy. A 
committee coAsistlng of 
mlvkaten ef Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Jordan, Iraq, Alairla. 
the FLO and Syria has been 
formed to eeaBiine relations 
of the Arab laagua with 
Urveli aliiea. 


Fighting on Thai border 


Heavy fighting has broken 
out betw e en Thai forces and 
Khmer troops loyal to the 
Keag Samnn regime, who re* 
ccvJy ooesed into Thai tern* 
tory. Tbe Khmer troops who 
arc supported by Vietaamese 
forces, penetrated into Tbel' 
lend from an area west pf tbe 
Kaapuebeen town of Palicv. 
TV faring is ibe beavwsi 
since Vietnamese troops over* 


threw Pol Pm in 1979. Thai 
military has not yet given fl* 
furet ot camaliiies but seM 
that a bord er patrol unit is in 
Hot pursuit of a Kbrnpr Rouge 
uait sduch had crossed into 
TbulsAd* Fi(btui| u poffh* 
em Kampudiea is reported to 
have b^a nariieularly vi* 
cioui end Khmer Rouge 
forces ere said to have sd* 
fared heavy casualidei there. 


Moscow sore with Abba 




Abba io trotibit 


Tbe Swedish pep voup 
Abba bas faDen out of favour 
vnib tbe Soviet Uaioa for 
agreeing to particlpne in tbe 
cewtroversial telension' show 
'Let Polmsd V Poland.' Ulti* 
mately, however. Abba was 
vet feanirod (o me show be* 
cause tbe producers did not 
find time for them. A feoturo 
film on Abba, which had a 
trium^iant run in Hokow 
was belatedly condemned by 
tbe Communist youth paper 
Jtomormolsheya Fra vat as 
* cheap sugar^um." 


Lord Moyne, Sir Wivstoo 
Cbmhill's minims of watf 
The two were hnaged in 194S 
and their bodies were ro 
tuned so hraal 30 yenn bts 



when (hey were given a siece 
funsil. shameful oime 


has shocked tbe world ...* 
Cburebal) had tbew aaM. TV 
Stern Gang to which the two 
hitmen belooged wu then 
rnmmaaded by the present 
IstmU prime Mknisier. llu 
Meoachem Begin, and lo 
chidod tbe present feraign 
minimm. Mr Sh^ir 


outlawed 

Turkey's milkaiy mlefs,.iB 
an efion to erwhente politkal 
or religious symbols associ¬ 
ated with hairsiylei, have 
vdered all state cmpl^mea o 
shave daily and not grow 
Vards. Wemee Vse been 
ordnrnd to keep their hair 
neatly combed and n«.to 
wear com ptcne u i mako-op. 


Drive egeinsc 
Af^aw rabris 

The Soviet army in Alghn* 
nistaa has recently renewed 
ht drive ft**—* reslsteoce 
figbtnrt ano reports eatimate 
that hundreds nave been kil¬ 
led in the Aifhan provincial 
capital of Kandahar. This 
attack follows heavy bom* 
bnrdmaM of gutriUa era* 
ghoUs in January. 
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T he mosi ulked about 
luptc amoni Tbe actrei* 
MS in Bombay is Ms Ttoa 
Mufti'm's dopreision. With 
boyfriend Sunday Oi/ri away 
in Certnanv undarftoing 
treatment tor a broken iaw 
amoni other things, Ms 
Uunim is a very, ve^ ud 
lady. Tina usually gives 
Bwavher jewelled', shoes, 
clotfiei ar^ even her come* 
tics wheeever she is in one 
uf her depressive moods. 
Sister Mh»vit». being 
the nearest at hand, usually 
MIS the load of f^iee 
from Tina. This time too she 
has got a heap. But confided 
Bhavna: "This has hap* 
pened a nun bar of t ines. 
Tina always asks for every* 
thing back as soon as she 
gets out of her depression." 


SAomt. fwat Mrikt 


D id 1 hear Strike say she 
is as pure as driven 
snow^ With all Uieee reveal* 
ing photographs that one 
sees in magannes there Is 
no doubt that Sa^a is 
Bombay filmdoD's lliss 
Sexy. And to prove my 
point on the sets of »ft 
Waad* aha Sanka ww last 
seen using her charms on 
Rjshi kapoor. Her inten¬ 
tion: to (he role oppo¬ 
site ftiMi in Manmohan De* 
Mi's Cooke. Utile does Miss 
Saay realise (hai the tide 
hat already gone to iboma 
Aneird, 



4>r>J k H Vrr^va in Thai Mon^^mOikii 




DiTCLtur Shankar Ilea- 
trrmcly bu» with hji 
Uteti veature. iVa film. 


film. 



5unif. named father 


T ast week we requested 
IdShenff SwiJ Dun to dis- 
ciplint his wayward son, 
Suayay. Repons from film 
city confirm that Papa Dull 
has taken the reouest very 
seriously. Just a lew days 
age, whM Sunjay loiiem 
hone after i late, late night 
party Sunil Sahaab was 
there to welcome the young 
man in. And what a wel¬ 
come it wasi Papa Dutt 
asked Sunjay if what be was 
doing was ri^t. TIm head- 
scrong, iocb^ted young 
AMD relied tbit he was 
quite justified in whatever 
be was doing. IBe Sheriff 
couldn't stomach It any 
more. Out flew a karate chop 
aimed directly at the 
son's jaws. In a split 
secnnd^iuifay ^ oa 


in pain. So badly 
wM be bun, ^t 
fetber bed to rush 
bit m te Cormaay 
for tresrment 
Why does Sunjay do 
theeethlnpfDmnii'i 
herealUatbat 
hiifaiketii every 
harried nan tbeM 
days, what with 
mCndlAg hovaa 
andcdfica aimul- 
taaeoualy? 


TTrei Moogembrkaj, includes 
in 111 cast Suijrha, K.R. Vi- 
Jeya. Senrha, RadAa. 
Jfyuhvtksf, Sivakvaar 
and many others Most of 
theanistf are keen on work¬ 
ing for the film primarily 
b^uae It is about a very 
powerful goddns: being the 
fupermitious people that 
th^ are. the start are eager 
to have a nk in the film. 
Incideetally, emong other 
uniqua features of the film, 
for the first nme playback 
singers are going to nave to 
act out their song-s^uences 
on the screen. Tbs film also 
includes a Navajdiakn 
dance w^ueoce for which 
nine leading dancers of the 
country hive been roped in. 
pan of the outdoor shod mg 
issdseduled to be done in 
South Africa. 

P roducer Oasart Narayair 
Raois very busy these 
days with his film Meght 
S*ndesttm. The prooucer is 
keen to complete hit film on 
time so that it comcidn 
with the slat ieth birthday of 
A. ATage^’^ara Rao- The 
leading role has gone to the 
■ctres*. Shderi. 


A 


i; 


N uw lhai comedian 
Sagesh has about 400 
films to Nil credit, the actor 
has decided to do a bit of 
directing himself. The film: 
.fadfiipookafand the lead¬ 
ing stars are Meiuke a nd 
ICanfrik. 


-Curatha; Ittkina conftdencr^ 




N uw that bothSuiarha 
and Sri Priyt have 100 
films under their belts, the 
film industry is looking for¬ 
ward to the t radii iunaf 

S and celebration to mark 
e occasion However, 
both the stars seem to be 
very warv about (hair suc¬ 
cess and nave decided 
against any celebration just 
in case their films flop. In 
fact. Sir/afka has not even 
declared that Via Xanna 
Vaalsbtr lOOthfllm. 
jaytehitra, however, 
appears to be more confi¬ 
dent 8be Is nearing the 100 
mark and has alraady begun 
makini plans for tba F«nd 
day. 

^alkini of celebrations, 

X SareoiPa 20 yean in 
fllmdom calls for a grand 

a . the actress has to her 
t a number of awerd 
winning perionnancis in 
UalayeJam. Tamil a nd Tel u* 
gu f II ms and has had a si ng- 
ularly diMlngulshad career. 

















Sioiliy UMlk 

MICI(1lAprtUt4 Mil) An 
•■CiUini wf«i m ibMd 
I Ol yOM you ifi i profu* 
iMonM. Your oHodi wM bO 
Icrownid wHh iijecou» » 
« noi noiiiiit lo put m tviryminQ wm 
your wo«H. Thi OomMilc front «M nmoin 
poiCifut. FlrwnMiy. you «N fiivo o 
MrO HiDi IryInQ to ricovir ouWandlng 
An unMipoy tf>90iA1 h« provoni 
you frorr unOiniUrtg a )oumoy. WMcn 
your noilth, 0 h< iiM: 7. 10 and 1). 
Laill tmHn\ i. S and 9. fi wurilla 
ataetH. Norihoait. 

fAUMUl HI Mar-U Ma) 
Excapt for your hoart^. 
which may cauM you 
loma oroOMma. ih4 « by 
and larga a fairty pood 
waak tor you. Your altona wih pa me* 
caaatul and you «ii ba vary piaasaniiy 
aurpfiaad Oy an incidant at tna and oi na 
waah A wo^ of eaulton kaapawalchon 
wnai you lay to your ir^anda and ac- 
Quaintinoaa. aV'ca thara ara chancaa 
(hit you may hava DHiar quarniH wHh 
tham Watch your puria Good laiaa: i. 
12 ar>d 13 Laaby numiara: 3. a and I 
FiHaraUa dtraettaa: South, 


Beginning 7 March 


By AMRITLAL 




QCaUM {II Jtaa-U Myt 
An txethant waah for ro- 
imanca lavaral opooiun>* 
I bai wdl coma your way. Oo 
' not haadata to capMaiaa on 
tham On tha prottaattrwi front you ara 
likaty to faca aoma compaatwn from your 
coliaeguta: do rwi worry, iha la a lucky 
waak for you and you wiN amargt right on 
top Bualnaaamar), tighian your batia. doa 
« a waak of opoortumoaa ao do not frWar 
iham away Watch your haillh QNd 
dttoa: 9. II and 12 laety MMara: 2.3 
and 8 Favouralld Mracllaa; Eaat 

CMIER (II Aa- 

|UM) TNa. unfonunatary. to 
'not a oariicuiarfy pood 
watklpryou Thadomaalc 
from may not rtmain vary 
Oaaetiui your chiiaran art KkafvMcauaa 
you I graai daal of anxwy Lovara and 
iwtathaaria, Oowira: an affair of tha 
haad may coma to a luddan and cauiing 
you a praat dial of diatraaa. Apood waak 
lor cfaaiivt arhiti and mtaUktoaH 
Howauar, avoid diapuiaa laad daton 7, 
11 and 13. LuMt aaflibirt; 4 arw e. 
Fivfwaaii dirtaitoa: Waat. 




kl0(1SM|Wt 14 
.bar) Ttoa la gomg to ba a 
itaviy auccaatM waak tor 
you, ftoanoaiy. You «M ba 
in apoafnon to rapty.moM 
of your dabli by tha turn of too waak 
PriMpaeta on Sto profaaatonM front took 
pood. Thia la a aaak of opoortonMaa for 
bualnaaamon kraah co n tacta ara ikafy 
to coma your way: rttoka kdl uaa of Ptam. 
^ domaaitc bon wM tamam calm. 
Mawaak Mdatoi:#. tOandiS. 
liMy latolam: t'. and 9. f iiwraMi dhai 
Souto 



VMSO (II 14 

OcMbar) Thto to not a wy 
good waak tor mamad pao- 
pia YourapouaatoMaiyto 
cauaa you aema vary aa* 
rwvtproOiama Chddran MO may cauaa 
youanjiiaty ftowavar. look lorw»d to tha 
proiaaaonai irort Your aftorta w* ba 
praisad by paopia who maaar ThoM of 
you who ^ unamptoyad M totaiy to find 
itobthiawaak A word of atfwea: drroto 
youraatf toohartabto organlaaiionf. laak 
adsncakomyouaioara QiaddaMa:9. H 
and 13. lacSf aaab w . i. 4 and I 

fWVIfSPV ffQTvmMI 

UIRA (IS Otlibii^M 
Havambar) A waak of atea<- 
lant proapactt bat ahaad of 
you Mow your hunchai 
and auccoM la yowa A 
■attar wdl bnng you good nawa Thw « 
atoo a good amt tor romanca makt 
amarda tor paai mwukaa and you 
parlnar ia aura to coma around tha 
luckwf onat among you may avan gat 
marrlid al of a tudan Howavar, bawv# 
o4 atoany mambara Of your farndy 
SaaddaiN:7.SwidiO lacbybafhb4to;2. 
I and P Nvaambla dMtoa* Souihaaai 




|COfV1Q(1l 

PMiatbiTi rtta o not a 

vary ttvourabto waak lor 
buatoaaa and proto ia tonai 
maitara. You ara advtoad 
not to undartakt a na* vgmura but to 
atick to your odginai work pton Raty 
on an abRNty lady tor adMca M haip into 
waak. Tha domaakc kom wdl ba cakn 
Thia. howtvor» to not a good waak tor 
pomtotoi WaKhthahaMtofyourfami- 
V' M SMi S. 11 Wto 13 MV 
walan: 3. S vid 7. Nvambta dMiar 
Waal and Souti. 




lABinMfUl HI OHiih 
IM—14 Aaiaarvl Lovara, 
ilhto waak n not favouraUa 
itor romanca. Thoaa of you 
Iwho hava had quarrali wHh 
your botovad. do not wmiy. avarytnmg 
wMbaaonodoulaoon Your hunchai wUi 
prova mviluabla tvi waak. Naw fhandi 
WIN ba vary hatofm and oftan ba a aourca 
of mtpiraOon to you. Many ol you mipht 
navaio go on a loumty at tha trto o* 
tha waak. Saad datoc: 8. 11. and 13 
Uifeir aaaibari: 3. $ and I. FiviaraMi 
diiacUaa' Soutnaaai 

CAfWCORNHltoaairy-U 
fabfaawl ChangMontha 
[prolaaifona] front art fora* 
If you do aania lor a 
fchangt r yourpb, U wfi ba 
tor B>a battor «nca lha pianiMa ara <n a 
vary ftvourabto poadton. Hiip from unax* 
paeiad ouaKari vnN bring you kick 
Woman wil ba aapaoaNy naiplui lor 
buamaaaman Try to curb your lampar. 
A tMartoahip wNh a mambar ol tha oppo- 
aiif aax wdl kaap you bucy ovar iha 
waakand SaaditM: 7. it and i2 lacbv 
Mdibatt. &. I and I Favaarabii diraettoa: 
Nortiw aa t. 

.AOUAMUl (1inbniito-14 
'MarckI You ara adwi^ to 
axirctoa CAubon m both tha 
wrfflan and apokan word 
Buatrwaaman, chock and 
vanty an toham and documanta batora 
ftgmnp Iham. Impoplint papora ahouW 
ba kapt m aoto cunody. An unaipactod 
avam bayond your coniroi rmght p(ay 
havoc and upaaiak your plana ihara to 
no couat tor worry. Chock omrava- 
gam tandonciaaSaad datta: 0.11 and 12 
Ufiby aiflibafi: 3. 6 apto 9. FtvoariWd 
difaaUaa: Eaat 

niCEl (llfNircb-14 Agni) 
■Thto waak to rot lavourabto 
mamogo. Nakhai ji tho 
oppohUTto tor invaai* 
(mania. ScoaHy tha lima la 
gotog toba vary favourabto. Thta n going 
to ba a vary haciic waak for you aomaRV' 
Thoaa In authortty wM ba vary haipfui and 
many of you m)^ gain axeaiiant adwea 
from thorn Soamaaaman. pay aitartoon 
to tot amakaai daiilto ol your work and 
taka dactotona aftar I tol of thoughi Saod 
IMi: 7, P and 13 laMtii iHMibm: 3. 6 
arto 9 Fawa r abto dOtaHan: South 




FirilimMntMtvaai 18 NIfaaiv indlAIMrThiivgarwM ba i 

vary happy and paaoafuiona far atparfy Aouartona.MeMofyouhava 
ftmaii tomiNM and your qhiidran ara potop to do vary wad. 
profaiaionaity or oBiarwtoa. lui, a word of eauion ofMsran mighi 
taoa haaith probiama thto yaar. Conaufi phyatofana H anydMaaaa of 
lha throai or ayaa aoouri 

Aquariana In tova, lha bapinninp of tot Aral tow monfhp of Pia yaar 
wW provida you wNMha ep^un^ to gat marrtod. Thoaa ol yau who 
tn ootoQ to hava nagoNatodmamiow wowntua ywr wM ba vary 


bAy your wwaa wM Da vary DaautHui. totauigant, imDittoua iPVf 
luety> m facL many rnato A^rtana wMi do waN in Mura aimpiy 
baoiuaa of thaa wwai pood luoi. 

Woman Dom in ihfa parM ara andowad wttn a numoarof auaffiM 
Manara uauanyanraotaoioihambaoiuMOf ihairbMuty Aitheupn 
moat of fta dfhi Stay ara eool and ooitoctid. aematimii ihay 
baaoma rmtm and ara itoMarad. Meal of mam imd mak mantai 
paaea to aodtodi. Imi thay hova a viea whtoh Ihay DhouU try to ourb: 
thoy ara ganaiaiiy vary aapar to ahow thak powart._ 


































bJSThlAKXKC* bf nASAD/VIjAVA COtnS lAB 


Frame to Frame a Family Film 


Director 

Dialojvue 

Lyriit 

Music 


VIJAYA REDDY 
RAJ BALDEV RAJ 
MAJROOH SUtJANPURI 
RAJHSH ROSHAN 


A Film by 
Vijaya Productions 


A »w««t tu«»lc between nsc>ol<l trnditiims end mU.«oftceivcd Modem vnluee.... 

A least for your eyes, yet true to life. 


B.NAGi REDDl'S 
NE' 

CLASSIC 








RAIPUR: Tb« auooer of • cooporativo 
btAk ii Beliondo, Mipur disrrict, vns 
today arrestod on charge* of icrippini a 
farmer who had come to seek a Joea. 
*nM fanner was sanctioned a loan of Rs 
2 ^ for the purchase of can la and 
whcB be approached the bask for the 
amount, the manager was understood to 
hive demanded Rs 150 from the fanner 
before the loan amount was released. 
On hli refusal to pay. the manager 
aUagidly extraaed Rs 250 from the 
fanner ^ force and later stripped him. 
Mr Makiudanlal Chendrakar. par* 
liamentary sacreiary, intervened on be* 
half of the farmer and the manager was 
subsequently arrested and put under 
suspension by the bank—T^/nesof/ndja 
(A. V. Krishna Prasad, Lucknow) 

MATHURA: Four civic employces« in* 
eluding I revenue inspector of the 
Nagarpalika herb have been suspended 
folWmg their alleged involvement in 
issuing a Fake rickshaw licence in the 
name of '‘Rajiv Gandhi" The licence in 
the name d "Rajiv, son of Ferosei" 
surprisingly, also Mars the photo of Mr 
Gandhi duly attested by the then medic* 
ul officer of the Nagarpalika testifying 
that the nckshaw puller was medically 
fit. The matter was brought to the notice 
of the Nagarpalika by the city Youth 
Congressfl) president. A magisterial en¬ 
quiry has been ordered—Nindustafl 
times (Oipankar Bose, Ranchi) 

MADRAS: Liquor is being used es an 
example to teach arithmetic to school* 
children. Dr SouriranJan (Independent) 
told the Assembly wliile participating in 
the resumed delMte on the GMemor's 
address. A teacher had asked a student 
how much money would be left with him 
if he were asked to buy a certain 
quaniiiy of liquor. The studem replied 
chat no money would remain and he 
would require more to come bKk in a 
rickshaw. Dr Souriranjan said, bringing 
the House down in laughter—ladiae 
ExpressfC. Arun, Madras) 

NAGPUR; A piquant situation arose 
here yesterday when a diatricc court 
bailiff went to the chamber of the 
Nagpur district collector and served 
him vrith an attachment order of the 
civil judge The order was to attach all 
movaVle proper^ worth Rs 2.S7 lakhs. 
Including the couector*! car, a tabl^ a 
revolving chair and other furniture Tae 
atiKhmeot order was a sequel to a case 


in which the prohibition and excise 
depeitmenr of Nagpur had collected a 
cenain amount that was not requhed to 
be paid in Maharashtra. The excise 
duties were in f orce in the erstwhile 
Central Provinces, but the duties had 
been abolished by the Maharashtra gov* 
emmeot after the reorganisation of 
stales in* 1956. The aggrieved parties 
had fUeda petition in trw Bombay High 
Court and a divbiOD bench bad passed a 
decree against the authorities Times 
ci in6i» TShanta Senf, Jammu) 

PATIALA: PunjaM University has tptai 
about Rs 83,00d in contesting a claim of 
teecbors for the peymeni of pay arrears 

^ 1.60.M, accord* 
ing to QM of Qm teachers concerned. 
The laacher said the university vrould 
be required lo pay about Rs 82,000 as 
interest on the arrears and would have 
IQ spend an additione) amount of Rs 
30,060 if it dedM to appeal to the 
High Court—l^bcine (Shansi! Prabhu. 
Solan) 

PATNA: Old age panilon is roportedly 
being drawn in the naotes of "dead" 
people lo Rohtas district of Bihar. Civ* 
mg the impressiofts of hit visit 10 the 
district, Mr Sarju Roy. geaeral secret* 
ary of the state unit of the Janata Party, 
said that young people below the age of 
35 and a few prcMrtied people were 
also receiving old age pensions. In 
Nasi^aj blocli alone, be asserted the 
pension was being driwn in the names 
of "50 dead person**'* Similarly, at least 
SO youths in the age group of IS to 35 
were receiving the pennon, be said— 
tnditn Express Mohan Gusain, 
New Delhi! 

HYDERABAD: It central minister Pra* 
nab Mukherjee guilty of an act of pro* 
fanicy in Lord venkateswara's temple 
atop Tinaraala hill? Yes, according to 
Lok Dal MLA.P. Jansirdhan Reddy, who 
. alleged in ll» Assembly on Thursday 
(11 February) that Mr Mukherjee en- 
tared the temple precincts and had 
darshao of the l/^d while chewing 
robacco and paao.'‘lf the allegation is 
true," said endowmeni minisier, P V. 
Chowdary, '^Mr Mukherjee is guilty of 
breaking a custom—an act of 
' duradrar"—Mdian Express (Poppy. 
Jamma) 

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh is going red. 
No, iliA communists are not taking ovei. 
Chief minister Vishwanath Pratap 
Singh has introduced a system of red 
cards. All files tagged with red cards are 
to be dealt with expeditiously, in fact, 
accorded top prority. Earlier, to cut red 
tape, Mr N. D. Tiwari, during bis regime, 
introduced the svsten of green cards. 
So green came in place of and is 
DOW back again—(B. K. Laldas, 
Madras) 

PATNA: An archaeologist who was 
appointed curator of Chapra museum 
pm ibe shock of his life when he went to 
)oin the poet and was told by tbe district 
magistrate that no museum exists 
tbcr^5earcbfi^r (Ravi Pratap, Dun* 
ka. Bibir) 




Corruption should be rooted out at 
all levels, including the highest 
level, both in the political and 
administrative fields—Mrs Indira 
Gandhi 

They (A, lakshmi Swr. leader of 
the Karnataka opposition and S. R. 
Bommsi. PAC chairman) should 
resign for having misled the public 
on the (alloimenc of cement) 
issue—Gundu Rao. chief miniiter 
of Karnataka 

Anger is the first sign of weakness, 
if sot an admission of guilt—A. 
Lakshmi Sagar, leader of the Kar* 
nattki opposition, un Gundu Rao's 
reaction to demands for his rasigna* 
tion 

If your telephone is tapped, it will 
never go out of order. OiherwiK 
god save us from the functioning of 
telephonea^Atal Behan Vajpayee 

Of course she (the Prime Minister) 
had some point when she expressed 
concern over West Bengal's law and 
order situicton because, in the past 
one year. 24 Congre^I) men have 
been killed by their own party* 
men—Jyoti Bisu 

If people ere determined 10 effect a 
chir^, parties do not matter— 
Jegjivan Ram, Congress(J) preii* 
deni 

The ugly and painful reality*today 
is that our legislatures have gone to 
sleep^JuMice Krishna Iyer 

The most important development 
which has taken place in the consti* 
lutivnal lawnf India in recent times 
is the establishment, in a most 
remat kebie measure, of ’the com* 
mitment to legality and due process 
of law—Justice F. N. Bhogwati 



Most nf these people (new singers 1 
drink and smoke and make merry, 
spending sleepless nights... How 
can you expect to sing well if you 
keep dancing to disco music and 
have no sleep and rest?—Pakistani 
singer, Noorjehan 

One of the first things he (Ashok 
Mitre, West Bengal finance minis* 
ter) said to u.s . was that one of his 
ambitions was to try and stop his 
fellow Bengalis from reading the 
Reader> Digerr—Rahul Singh, edi¬ 
tor of the Indian edition of Reader's 
Digest 
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IMELCO'S 
INSURANCE FOR 
REFRIGERATORS 


THE DEPENDABLE 
MEL-OO 
VOLTAGE 
STABILISER 


Protect your reffig^ratofs. aircondition^rt. 
stafao syatemi and btK*f vatuabla 
electrical eguiprnent from power fluctuatiorta 
with the largest sealing vottaga stabitiier—tfW 
Niico Voltage Stabiliser. Available irt a 
wide range 
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OPPOSITION UNITY HOBBLES ALONG 



Ch«rtA ArifA It6u>i wtf Jl<r N4niatn 


OPPOSITION untiy tilki SHn M 
be foundBrIni •)! tbe tuna but loma 
ftnuiM pfofrta is still beini mtda 
cowards old foes makinf up. Alier 
Mtssrs Chandra Shakw and Sub- 
rsBaniam Swany (Looking Gku 
28 Pabruaryj.tha two other wa|]< 
known advaraariai who are ptt^* 
ing chinu up are Chaudhury Char* 
an Sinpn and hit aratwhila hanu- 
man Raj Narain. And wonder ol 
wonders. Bobu Jacjivan Ram and 
the Cbaudhufy shared a common 
platform in Hissar recently; some* 
thiM they have not dona since the 
1977 electiont. Who broufbc about 
this new civility^ None o&er than 
Lok Dal sacrataiy Sacpi^ Malik 
whom, icain, Raj Narnn used to 
hale wbM be left the Lok Del and 


whom he has been praiaiAi lately. 

The ocher receni pubw man* 
ifestaiioft of new hleadabips being 
made was ibe Lok Del MPs toining 
the DSP'led walkout from m Lok 
Sebha on 18 February Mere alao 
Mr Sacpal Malik bad dm 
spadework by holding calks with 
DSP leader H. N. Mhuguna. An 
interening fallout of ell uaee Mr 
leys it chat bitter opponents of Mr 
Ghana Singh in ws Jeasta are 
slowly reconciL^ tbemselves to his 
lesdersbip. This a not •$ atraighc* 
forward as it looks. What they rMl* 
Ij want to prvraoi ia nm poaribla 
uhaudhufy-Mbuii or Coaudbury* 
Bahuguaa combmacioa. And tha 
beat way to stall ^ is to make the 
Chaudhury leader of the Janata. 


ANGLING FOR BRUSSELS POST 


is Tecaai. The le as er mortals among 


THE Trade Development Authority 
(TDAX a specialiiM agency under 
the commerce minister for promol* 
ing exports, is wiinessina the rile of 
innuencie] sons*in-Uw. A race is on 
saK>ng the sons*iQ*law of two re¬ 
tired ICS officers for its poet of 
handloom adviser ia Bnisseli which 


A very senior minister of UP made 
an absurd proposal at i recent 
cabiMt meeting. He was very aagry 
with the two Journalists <oae from e 
magarine and the otbar from a 
nanoaal daily) who bad succeeded 
in interviewina the notorious deceit 
Cbbebirem wma he wes bkvu^ 
freely in Menipuri. DBriag this 
period the nolice force hea been 
wichdrswB from the srM because 
iA 'operetioA Cbbebirem surreadar* 
about which tha chief secrecaryend 
the DIG* anti*diCOity« weft ooib 


the TDA staff are not even trying 
for the post efcar findi^ the two 
iaflueatial toas4n-Law in the run- 
ning. One of these gentlemen has 
even managed to seem s recom- 
mendatioo from the Indian ambas- 
ledor to the EEC ct Brussels. 


tware. At the behest M a close 
friend of Mr Rajiv Csndhi some 
proaincBt Youth Congreas (I) Med- 
ers of UP bad even met OihaBiram 
personally. When this minister 
vmaied the taro correspoodent^ to 
be arrested imBediatmy, be got a 
fining reply from Brabu Dutta, 
*ThM Atf, to unsgy onhie gpor 
Wdhai^OR our Yooth Congress 
Icay onice beerefu bA/ gvaftar kee- 
ifjw (Co ahead, but arrest our 
euAs end Youin Congress office 
bearers first).* 


ANJAIAH'S 
ENGLISH 

WAS POOR _ 

WRY did Ur AnJUth hav* to ptl A 
very iniertiting reason was given 
recently by some sritn llPt at Par- 
llaauar*s central half. Thesa MPa 
from the south claim that Mr An- 
jaiah^ bandicep was that he could 
not cope with im westemiaad Bo- 
gUsb « Mr Raiiv Gandhi's dose 
advisers. This is in sharp coatrait to 
the days of Ssnjsy Gendbi when 
Puajata^ Hindi, Marathi, Teluga or 
aay of the rsglonal laaguagM could 
' be heard in nil house and pe^la 
could cbai and discuss politics 
Aert in their mother tongues. With 
the advent of the new jeans-and* 
menagement culture, pwple like 
Mr Anjaish are of no use—they are 
villagers without fioesK or proper 
acceot 


POLITICS AT THE 
SOUTH POLE 

s 

THE Indian expedition to Antarc¬ 
tica has, unfortunatelyi not been 
free from politics. The expedition 
leader, Dr o. Z. Quasim, seems to be 
keen to corner all the credit, 
thftMgh ke did not spend n tingle 
rncment more with ttie expeditiM 
than was sirictlv necessary. After 
seeing the expeoidou off at Goa, Dr 

£ mub (he was then secretary of 
dtpartmant of anvironmeni but 
has now shifted to ocesn develop¬ 
ment) flew back to Delhi and later 
yoioed the team at Mauritius. On 
the way back be left the ship at Port 
Louis and flew to Delhi. Dr (Quasim 
Is the brother-in-law of Dr Kurul 
Hassaa, vice-presldeat of the Coun¬ 
cil for Meoiific and Industrisl Re¬ 
search (CSIR), and was noaunated 
for a Padma Bhusbaa even before 
the expedition could reach Anterc* 
dee. 

The prsience cf Dr Quasin in the 
expeditioa eclipsed the aclueva- 
ments of the two deputy leaders, Dr 
H. N. Siddiqui and Ur C P. Vohra. 
Most pf the oceanographic experi¬ 
ments carried out were planned by 
Mr Siddiqui. The landing was 
looked after by Mr Vohra who is a 
glaciologitt and tvas a taetohor of 
ue lucoaesful Indian Everest ex- 
pedldon in the Sixties. But it will be 
unfair to isy that Dr Quasia made 
no cootriburien at all; be ensured 
tbst the expedition carried back 
from ^ iouih Pole 20 flasks fUled 
with Antarctica ice for Delhi VIFi. 

D. E. N1ZAMUDDIN 


CHHABIRAM MET CONGRESS(I) MLAs 
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Now. • iciontifioally blondod 
ihmpoo with «p#ciai pfotoln 
ooftditionor-Ukm Shampoo. 
Ortf Inary ahampooa attack the 
hair ahaft craatinp tiny pita 

and hdaa. 
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tcl an tf fio pH Manat formula 
aU aiio t lio nt and knprovtt 
hak health. 

pH ia the natural balanoa 
Mwaan allcaUaand acida. 



The coftdHiorwr in Lakma 
Shampoo thlcfcana Ibap) 
duS half tod filla In the holta 
' wUh ralavanatinp protHn; 
^ r tpHring each ttraiKk 


tafaat MurH pH bMwa 

Moat ordinary ahampooa ara too 
atkallna. makint hair hrlttla and 
dull. Lakma Shampoo la pH 
Mancad. Not too ahiallna 
Not too acid. Juat right. 

It makat your hair atrongar. 
BiKiMa and taof]**^^^* 

Tha aaqulalta parfvme laata and 
itata. Don't auffar hair damaga 
another day. Uaa lakma 
Shampoo rogularfy. 
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ProfltbisvMtmiulctoourws. Butttnrnnsjnueh mort:ltm«ftni 
that Alr-Inda haf succMd«d In dtf^ifaig A ^obal alrttne oWt and «n«i98d 
triumphant 

It wai no aasy talk and ft maant a lot of ri>ouldm to Aa u^iacL 
Inrtovattva ideas um Implamantad: to lava futL optfmlM float utlbatlon a^ 
plan coft-effident routes. EfBdency maasurai ware fta^ad up at every ilB9t ^ 
operation. 

AO Ms, wWiout cornpromldnfi the hl^ standards of Mr*Inda'i 
service to the pasaen^ar. 

Our efibiti have bocna (ruft l)ds is a moment of latlafactlon but not 
complacency. For the good wocfc must go on. 

The fbg must By hi^Mr. 
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CB^rWIN 

The one male pleasure that^ srill 

entirelya man’s. 



All CMlwin 9fvM yotj i% o 
ihov«. A wfMfb inov«. 
Not hcf mooN ^rl. Not 
polt. ompty cbim. Jv$t o 
imooth. cemfodoblo 
ihevo. 

Thoft tho Contwin ihovo. 


Ttio 9hevo iHot Iivm itp to 
IH promUo. Bo c ou to ot 
Z ypox. A uniQuo polymor 
cooHnp ttwt init in 0 ¥«n* 
mkroKopk imporfoction» 
in tfio iming odot. $e 
that iht btodo QhdM 
•oiiiy ovor your fooi. No 
nidu. Me cult. No roaor 
bum. Ever. Shevo oNer 
iilkon*»meelh shove. 

The Cenhvifl shove. 

Try h. YovH neyer soille 
hr leu opoin. 
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On 11 February ft meue^i ftrrwftd el ft* FTI oAce n Mhi: 
Sufyi fndka. maguinft omned by (M !•» Sftr(by GindN's 
inotb«r<in*lftw. Mfft AnMfhwar Anand. had baan aoU ID aoma 
top R$S Aioctionahaft Tha deal took ktaraky w^ryona by 
aurprtaa: rut avan lha Pnma Maaatai hobur al I. And tt raM a 
host o1 quaalions had Urp Anand tooiad handft adh (ha RSS V 
homikata Mrs Gandta? la Manaka aM kgiiang Rapv tor (ha 
posdion of Santay I hair^ A dalftilad raporl fbva 


Tha Suprama Court haa 9t¥ar> Sanchaia Invastmarfta a raphavt 
but tha onua ift now on (ha conffai povammant to bong ft to booh 
undar eorraci Iftwft. Toofthr PandK narratoa h9v Sanchaaa prow 
Irom ito humbto bagirwaig nto an Incradtoto monay mMQ 
machtna. Paata 


Thay want to lha aya oparakon camp wVh hepa In ihav haartt 
and kgM In M tvet. Bui M> nomha laiar a dwknaaa had 
daacandad around ttwn Whto warn wang «rfto toa Saniay 
Oandhi aya o p artoton oamp In Hkhnarai whara poor waagrt 
wara oparawd ivon tor eattraei? Saumtoa Bantnaft mvasa* 
gtiaa. PapS 
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Hard times for MP dissidents 


Tht sppomtmcnl of Mr Rim^opiil Tiwsri as president of 
Madhya nadesh PCC(I) indicates that the CooiresKi) hifh 
contmind will take a Koufh line aeainst dissidents in the 
prtv's state unit« Mr Tiwan, an Mr and a former Madhya 
fradesh minister, is strongly opposed to the V, C. ShukU 
IKToup. thoQih He is not a hundred per cent Arjvn Singh 
man. The former PCOI) president. M late MurnMr Shar' 
ma, was too closely identified with CM Arjun Singh to be 
affrctive. Pany dissidents would simply err *'groupisn* 
every time he took action eiainsi them. Mr Tiweri is very 
cloat to railway minister P. C Sethi and has direct access to 
N6.1. Safdarjang Road. This gives him the necessary clout 
for the action plan he has outlined for hugself: vrm out 
dissidents not only from pany posts but from the ministry 
also. 

Film awards by April? Maybe 


The directorate of film festivals suddenly bounced back 
into action in the third week of February ythtn it began 
distributing application forms for entries for this year's 
national film awards. Buoyant officials are insisting that 
the awards will be announced in time, by April. But for the 

f ast month art film* wBiiahs have been complaiAint that the 
dS2 awards presentauon ceranonv will not be held in time 
and there will be a return to the old weys when ewiirds for 
the previous year were announced only in September* 
October. The word had spread in film circles that the 
directorate did nut even have the printed forms ready by 
January which is usually the last date for entries to be 
submitted. 

Swamy irritates RSS 


The nft between Janata chief Chandra Shekhar and 
Morar)i loyalist Subramaniam Swamy seems not only to 
have healed, but a great firendship is apparently develop¬ 
ing. Chandra Shekhar has just entrusted Swamy witb one M 
.the most important |obs: charge of the party's work for the 
coming elections to the state Assemblies. Swamy has 
respondad with gusto. tourin| the country at a frenetic 
pace, from Kipurthala in Punjab to Jodhpur in RajasthM 
to Kurnool in Andhra to Jhumritilaiya in Bihar to Nadia in 
Bengal. And even the iotelligence reports being tern to Mrs 
Gandhi say that some of the crowds that the Janata leader 
is drawing are substantial. However. the^Congressfl) is not 
the only party irritated by this. Even more upset is the 8JP, 
led nominally by Swamy’s arch enemy Vajpayee and in 
reality by the RSS. The RSS. in particular, cannot bear to 
see Swamy's success since Swamy, an old k^ist of theira, 
has had the ‘'gall* to chaUenge them The RSS has always 
ensured (bat any dissident against them ffbr instance. 
Balraj Uadhok or M. L. Sondhil disat^aars frooi seriout 

E olitics. The 42*year*old Swamy seems Co be the one who 
IS got away. 



aad Sweaty here made k up 


Lobbying for Venkat in Indian team 


A Strong loM:^ is working for ih« comeback of Tamil 
Nadu offspinner S. Veokairaghaven. Manv insiders are 
convinced that (he former Indian captoin will make the 
Indian cricket team louring England this summer. Venkat* 
ra^ven has been the most successful spin bowler In this 
winter's domestic circuit. His nvaJs, Shivlal Yadiv of 
Hyderabad and Copal Sharna of Kanpur, are out of the 
running at the moment. Yadav’s recurring knee injury 
prevented him from bowling more than a few overs in the 
Calcutta Test againti England. And G^al Sharma has 
simply not lived up to his eeirlier promise. He gives away 
too Biany runs in Ranji Trophy matches and takes too few 
wkkecs. Both Venkatraghavan and Yadav are no favourites ! 
of skipper Sunil Gavaskar. While in team selection Givas* ' 
kar carries the maiimum clour, a very strung case is being ; 
made out for Venkatraghavan. It Is said that an offspinner 
is acceesaiy to supplement the left-arm attack ot Dilip 
Doshi and Ravi Shasiri Moreover. Venkatraghavan is still 
one of (he best ck>se*in fielders In the country, apart from 
being a reasonably sound bat. 

Shukla may return from the cold 


Mrs Gandhi'S decision to take Mr V. C. Shukla with her on 
her raceat visit to Indore on 20 January, is considered an 
iadkatioQ that Mr Shukla's period d isolation In the 
CongresKll may soon be over. Mr Shukla has himself 
- broken bis silence on state Congressll) natters by cJiiming 
that (here was no sabotage behind the Congressfl) defeat in 
the Lok ^bhi byelection (as claimed by chief 
minister Arjun Singh 1 but mlsmanigement of the election 
campaign. The fwmer union civil supplies miflisttr now 
night be asked by the Print Minister to ipanage the Lok 
Sabha byelaction in Jabalpur caused by the death of 
Munder Shanna, who was president of the state PCQI). 

Sant Longowal and 
Congress(I) getting closer 


The Akali Dal (Longowalr group and the Coneressd) 
seem to have rediKovered a new confidence in each other 
even though the Akalis' talks with the central government 
have ostensibly slowed down. The impact of the new turn in 
Akali-Congressll) relations is bouno to manifest itself in 
the near future, according to reliable sources who say that 
Sant Longowal has be|;un to enjoy Mrs Gandhi's confi* 
dence.. Congressfl) chief minister Darabara Singh and 
Shiromani Gurudwara Frabandhak Committee president, 
Mr Curckaran Singh Tohra, are two people whose positions 
have becoaw shaky as a result. ^ 

While Mr Darbara Singh may still manage to retain his 
job, despite (he imprav^ icatus of union home minister 
Giafli Z^l Singh, the SG<*C president, Mr Tohra is in for 
bed times. He vriJI be seeking re-election to the Rajya 
Sebba (his summer and the mood within the Akali Dal 
{Longowal) is strongly against sending him back to Parlia¬ 
ment. In a secret move this February, (he president of (be 
Akali M (Longowal). Sant Harchand Singh Longowal, 
dissolved tbd party’s working committee. He was susiHcioiu 
that sosw people in bis office were leakitu infumefioa to 
Mr Tohra. Sant Longowel announced the dusolution of (ha 
weritiftg committee through a preu statement released by a 
Ueuienant in Delhi. Hardly anybo^ in the party knew tlut 
such a decision was coming from the Sant, rae diasolutitHi 
marks the beginning of an open war against Mr Tohra (sea 
Suimav, 17 January 1902). Sant Lmgowal's aseociaiei 
accuse Mr Tohra td being too close to Sant JarnafJ Singh 
Bhiodranwale, chief minuter Darbara Singh, Congreisu) 
party manager M. L. Potedar and union minister Bhishma 
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Good motth. 

You need Hmvery day. 


Whfln vou*r« httllhy, you c«n 
pick to much more into ttcK 
diy 

Thitc whort flinbttfV’* 
Qirlle Ptirli help. Bteouit 
thoy eomain purt goHIo oM 
dlitUlfd from iptclal varlotiM 
of girfic. And gariic hti botn 
known for ctnturiM to havo 
a numbar of madical bantfiti. 

Rtnbaxy't Garile Paarli. 
takan daily, htip you kaap 


baatthy and an|oy aach day 
mora fully. 
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job cfficieftcly duhog cbe Janatt 
Mriod bu not >u^pod. w V.T. 
MMh. a DoUce officer who proem* 
and tba unh Commiuion'i papers 


Mrs Gandhi likes 
sycophants 

cannot be a sycophant they now find it diffictili i 

■ 1b any caM| I am six to her. 

■ seven years older than The chief minUtera, 

■ when 1 was chief mins* and even MPi and l4L4sli 
^kter last.'* This is Whar mtb eirelM ol tvmahAnt« 


cannot be a sycophant. 
I In any case, I am six to 
I seven years older than 
I when 1 was chief mins* 
^kter last.'* This is whar 
Mr Siddbartha Shankar Ray is be* 
lieved to have told Mrs Gandhi 
when he met her the other day. He 
was discussing the pouibilities of 
leadi^ I non cornmnnisi opposi* 
tion in West Bengal in the coming 
Assembly election. She reportedly 
kept sllani. But Mr Ray must have 
known that he had disqualified 
himself for ■ future chief minis* 
lership even if he is used for the 
Assembly poll. 

When Mr T. Aojaiah was ridi* 
culed for paying the price of eices* 
live svcophancy, she made a Con* 
vesKl) spokesman point out that 
the Prime Minister had full faith in 
his "unalloyed loyalty** and that 
she would bring hun bock to the 
Raiya Sabha. Mr Bhosale, the 
Maharashtra chief minister, must 
have gladdened her heart when he 
said the other day that be followed 
the pitta of Mrs Gandhi hod Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi more than that of 
Shiviji. . 

His predecessor. Mr A.R. Ancu* 
lay, was even more of a sycophant, 
and he would nof have had to go if 
the court had not indicted him and 
if she bad not said beforehand that 
she would abide by the court's 
decision. Even then, she did not 
take away the Trusts from him. and 
it was 00 Mrs Gandhi's instructions 
that the chairmanship of ^e State 
Irrigation Development Corpora' 
tioa was offered by Mr BbMale 
tu MrAnrulay within 4S hours of 
his ceasing to be chief minister. 

Mrs Gandhi's increasingly viiu* 
lent attacks on the Lidiui press can 
be attributed to its taebUity to sing 
her praise all the time. Wun even 
papers which had gone to the ex¬ 
tent of comparing Senjay 
with Uabatma Gandhi are turning 
cniical. it is not hard to understand 
bar chagrin, though sha would do 
batter to try to understand why 


they BOW find it difficult lo defend 
her. 

The chief ministers, ministers 
and even MPi aod ULAs have their 
owB circles of sycophants, each one 
trying to be Mrs ia his own 

way, happy with those who sing 
praises aod unhappy with the ones 
plsyioa a discoraaoi note. A rO' 
ipecfiote phrase for ihem is "the 
inner circle* but what it means is a 
SCI of courtiers And right or wrong 
they are protected by their leader 
just as wn Gandhi is doing at the 
apek. 

The wonytftg part is that the 
disease has spread to the civil ser¬ 
vice. Right from the topmost officer 
Ip ibe iumomoet, there is the habit 
of holding court Chief secretaries 
la the states aad secretaries at the 
centre expect their tubordinatei to 
cooie to them for postings, transfers 
or lesser favours. Wives of secretar* 
ies are asore particular and the 
results have beta devastating when 
the "better halves" have felt neg¬ 
lected or slighted. 

Merit no longer Bitten. Those 
who held iaponant poaitions dur* 
ing the Emenewy form ooe ^up 
and thnae woo did so during the 
Janata regime form another. The 
admimitratioii. both at the centre 
and in rhe states, has been divided 
borisontally and varticaUy, but 
neither Mrs Gandhi nor her 
bureaucrats in the states have done 
anything to shed their prejudice 
against the other groim. 

Rewarding those mklals who 
were pro-h^ Gaodhi during the 
Janata rule has stopped because 
even the aoai inefticient among 
them have got out^-turti promo* 
tioDs and prise posts. But the 
punishment of those who did their 

Since Mr Rao Sahib and 
Mr P.C. Aiexender befong 
to the IAS they are able to 
putt strings through the IAS 
officers in the states. And 
both he^ their prefer¬ 
ences and prejudices. 


IB the heme miTuiiry, has been 
without a job since tne return of 
Mrs Gandhi Mr P.R. Rtjgopal, the 
^ Shah Commissioft's secrete^, has 
not yet been given permission to 
take UP any private assignment, 
though he was asked to go as soon 
as the Cowessd) govemibenc vms 
sworn in. Acre are kotos of offlC' 
era who have been pushed aside, to 
hibeniate in unimportant jobs. 

Hie officers' darhar m^ be of a 
different type, but Mrs dandhi is 
again its innovator. She is sending 
her cabinet secretary. Mr Krishnas- 
wamy Rao Sahib, to various states 
to give the secretaries pep talks. 
Who is he> Under which article of 
the constitution Is he or Mrs Gandhi 
acting? This is a mockery of the 
federal structure. In any case, it is a 
Coatretsd) show because Mr Kao 
Sahib will not dart go to a state like 
West Bengal. 

Suppose the states were to retali* 
ate and send their chief secretaries 
to the centre to esseu its program¬ 
mes? Which minlMry in the govern¬ 
ment of India is functioning better 
than one in any state? What hap¬ 
pens to the institutions is not any 
concern of Mrs Gandhi. She hat 
already reduced provincial auton¬ 
omy to a farce By "inspKling” the 
different states her cabinet secret¬ 
ary will see to it that whatever little 
autonomy the states have left 
through the constitution reserving 
ceruin "subjects* for them, will be 
finished. 

In fact, Mr Rao Sahib on the one 
band, and Mr P.C. Alexander, the 
Prime Minister's secretary, on the 
ocher, are now keeping a check on 
the bureaucretic machinery in the 
states Since the two beloim to the 
Indiin Administrative Service, 
tb» are able to pull iiringi through 
IAS officers in the states. And both 
have their preferences and pre> 
judical. 

Mrs Gandhi's criticism of delays 
by The states or the public sector 
undertakings in executing prog¬ 
rammes is not justified because she 
is equally guilty. There are Kores 
of. vacant top positions which are 
awai*’ngher selection of repiece* 
ments. Even the Chief Justice of 
Rajasthan had to officiate as the 
state Governor for seven moo the 
since she could not make up her 
mind on the oew Governor. There is 
still no dedsioD by her on the fate 

vf the Chief Justice of Bi^ar, Mr 

R.B. Singh, who could have been 
transferred in December eiter the 
Supreme Court judgment. Many 
vacancies of judges in High Courts 
have remained unfilled for months. 
But then her problem » that she 
has to look for sycophants because 
sbe fails safe only with them. 





OPINION 



Loyal *Vunner” 


A fter rMdint your cover iior> f4r 

lOO'r'fojef rSiropAT 31 Jonueryl 1 

reoliio tKot only in India can loyalty tei 

B royally (iKe mii of powerl, 
yl. Bombay 


Aniwtrinf one of ihe qoetiioni concern* 
laf public raaciion i» hin selection aa the 
cHw nuniHtr of Uahirashira. Mr Baba* 
tabeb Bhoula has reforred to me and 
staled that while 1 described him ai a 
mere ‘'mnncri* I did iroi name ihc "bats* 
man.'' li i* noi so. I did say to tha news 
wncy It reculiect it was Hinduir§n 
Mine^arlraponer who sought lay reic* 
tion over iKe phone, ihai “he {Mr Bho* 
sale) will be • runner for the baieman in 
New Delhi." Need 1 say who the *batv 
nMfl" for bauwoman) is in Naw DelhP 
1 da not know at what stage of news 
circulation and who decided to drop the 
latter port of my statement. 

Mn AmRfi Goft. Bombay 

Your cover story did not do jusrka to Mr 
Bhosak. it must be realised that it is not 

» man but the Congressit) style of 
iiica rhai is to hlame. ft is difficult to 
understand, fur instance, why the legisla* 
tors of Maharashtra, a/ a crucial momeni 
like this, could not select a leader by 
ibemielvet and find a chief minister tu 
replace Amulay. Or. if indeed they 
beldiy wanted Mr Aniulav tn continue 
despite the adverse judaemenl. why 
could they not firmly resolve that they 
ware oihmed to the ouster of Mr Antu* 
lay? Tne part played by people like 
Messrs Narasimha Bat> and g. K. Hoopa* 
Bar IB saldtiing Mr Aniulay's successor, 
was at.best ludicrous. 

ThM again, if Mr Antulay’s goingS'On 
ware tol^atad by Mrs Gandhi and Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi, tha 'Mr Clean’ of the 

Out of t he r ed 

A *‘**w*flg to Congreis{I) sources, the 
Amcommualats are vehemently oppoa* 
ing (ha OdF loan because ii will get the 
Uidliit economy out of (he red. 

Anyir Basu. Oeih» 


Congpwtf )> fat to —ayoBAsaad they 
felt oai Mr Aituley hM the full n^pert 
of the state CoofreaMlk thaa one can 
ealy ipmpatiiiae with the ae« CU. Ulti* 
meiely, he is a psippm oa Knags pulled 
by Mn Ceadhi Oae ooly hoeai that hk 
habit of being «n etamal joker aad hu 
sense of humour that doaa aoc aQow him 
to take ofleae* at aO the fua poked et 
him. will Rand him le good stad and 
help ham hi the new role be has uken up. 
JC Govt^. Ny^rabed 

Shivaji Maharaj used to proscrate only 
before bis moiliaf jHemata and tha goa* 
deal Bhivaiumata. wiva>i's desceaMt 
lai Mr WwMla claims he kk today 
apparaady prostrates only before ladiri 
'maia.' 

G. Vijaytkumtr, Bombay 

We have had a Mr 100** syeopbani 
lAniulayl and now wt hava e Ur 100*n 
loyal iBhosale). 1 doubt vary much if Mrs 
Gandhi has anyone who is even Mr $0% 
efftciem in her party Surely, what the 
cotmiry needs is net Mophanis and 
kyalku but able and effkkni adimnis* 
iraton? 

T. V. Ssfyeocreyana Hanbf. Sembtfpur 

Mr Bhosale. with hk dimensioAs and hu 
inieuiabk abiUty to laugh ei his owa 

e ts and take whai life gives him wiih 
BOUT. IS very akin to the laughing 
Buddha. 

Bng. X. f. l^hiri Geirha/i 

Thank you vtnr much for your cover 
photograph of Mr Bhowk. I am carefully 
preserving it as it cones in very handy to 
keep Biy fivo'yearedd daughter quiet 
whenever she cries. 1 an Hanging (he 
photo in the house to be used lor such 
occastofts. 

K. Virkfacmr. Rewrkde 

You have portrayed a rather distorted 
pkiure of Mr Ehmle before your read¬ 
ers A loud guffaw and liberal splashes of 
huasour do not necesaanly esean that he 
is a joker On (be contrary, many in 
Mahanshtra feel that his appointBient as 
the chief mioister o< ibe state is probably 
(he shrewdest and most calculated move 
on the pan of Mn Gandhi. The Maraika 
lobby is certain to be further b^en into 

E ieces. Despite the fact that Bhosak is a 
lue blooded Maratha> he is staunchly 
opposed to Y. B. Chavan and he has 

C unicly blamed Chavan fw suffocating 
un (Bhosak) for 35 years in Haharash* 
ira politics. 

The other interesting facet of Mr Bho* 
sale and his fa(her-in*raw. has not been 
focussed upon at aQ. Namely, that bMh 
are hrahmin haters. In the recent past, 
the brihniins did not find many places in 
(he state’i cabinet, and it k si^ificaot 
that the new cabinet of Mr isbosale is alio 
devoid of brahoiins. 

Anand R Deshptnde. Solapur fldihar* 
ashfre) _ 

_ Lost gfime 

^hough Cava^ar iaikd to win the toss 
X as OMny as five lunev he certainly 
succeeded In tossing the game down the 
boredom well 

S Abdul Ler/mef. SAimoga 


Who is biased? 

A l^kosk Mithal's crkical review M 
/mSaciab Grover's eitravagiiui og 
architecture in Uytir of ^sfamac*' 
archiroemre <31 JanuaryX was simply 
superb. It k a pity that peraoni mth 
ihaUow kaawlad^ of the subject are 
being allowed to Daunt their biaa^ 
views. They are thus distorting estek 
Usbed hisiorical facts. 

M> A> AAad, Bhuhaoeewar 

Akhileib Mithal's review of Sedib Crov* 
er*s book is net convincing. The list he 
has made m point out ”ku of elegance 
and precision*' makes do sense. Anowbat 
is wrong if the luchor expreuei his views 
on Ratia Begum rather boldly? While 
disagreeing with several conclusions that 
Grover drawl, the reviewer, unfortunate* 
ly, has not given aoy correct information 
himself. 

I cannot doubt (he fact that Raja Todar 
Mai. Akber’s finance minister and author 
of the first land reform in Indie, was a 
Marwiri Rajput. Has Uilhal eny piW 
that Todar Mai was e Tandon kheth? 
What it his basis for saying so? Again, die 
reviewer's criticism of (he author's refer* 
ence to (be Khilji king (Mindu I. through 
use of the phrase "poiitively green with 
jealousy.* is in very poor taste 
The review betriys a lot of prejudice' 
and if I do not buy the book, it will be 
only because of its prohibiiive price, not 
beeeuse of Mr Mithal's review. However, 
I will ceneinly tet it from a public 
library and read It. 

K S. Vasan, Madrae 

Racing downhill 

T hanks to Tepan Chaki for eaposisig 
(he misdeeds of the RCTC m his 
ankle. RCTC suspends Derby winner (31 
January). It k bigX time (hat the koi h»t 
attitude with which the RCTC conducts 
Jts raciMwas investigated end put right. 
After aiC those rules were framed by the 
white masters to preserve their suprema* 
cy and even today they stink of a colonial 
bias. Ail said and done, (he less you tslk 
of the officials there the better. Bui Mr 
Chain should alM have erpoeed the 
clique M jockeys which is operating at 
the Calcutta races* 

M. X. Obs, Ca/curra 

Taptn Chaki should be congratulated for 
his bold piece. It is a pity that the RCTC 
once regarded as a leading turf club in 
India, uould fall in tbe escimitioo of the 
racing public through the erratic and 
dubious ways it conducts its affairs. 
111000 interested in healthy raeing have 
beeo belpksaly waiching the loIngHm 
in tbe duo for a long time and the article 
cottes not a day too soon. 

The overall standard of radng in Cil* 
cutti has taken a sharp nosedive ilnce 
1972. ipvmg one the impression that m 
RCTC k MW being run by a coterk of 
men who have on^en acedemk know 
ledge ebout recini.The luepenslon of the 
De»y winner end its treiner k a poiattr. 
The anicle exposes but the tip of At 
iceberg. I im sure an artkk on "Who 
runt the RCTC" will be very reveiHng. 
Sun Gbpra. CAkurta 


Calcutta, Calcutta! 


M iny ih4^( to ParHu S. Banorje* for 
hii (imctv arcick. How to sctw 
C$/cuito't prohloms (31 Januaryj. But I 
wiab ho hu (hveli mor« on the pnciioe 
of haviAft open veitotabW and fisb mar* 
keta in vvioua area', which cause a lor of 
iha problems. So too, ibe mini bu»e«. If 
only the drivers of Ibese buses folluwed 
rrtffic rules and reiulauons properly, a 
lar|c part uf the traffic jams and the 
harthhip they cmie would be solved I 
am sure it is not possible to euvily solve 
all the problems mentlMicd in Banerjee's 
ankle, bur I do think chat Calcuttans 
need to cooperate more and thus help the 
ipvernmeni. 

K. N. fk/jmau (Biiiar) 

Itie pvrfonsionte of the elrctricHy dc* 

K liment durmit (he pu/as in Calciiiia is 
tier, not due to inuir own effirkni 
funcitonmp^hui lu luss cunsumpiion of 

r tfs as ulmosi all mdustries are closed 
iliitM' roil I days. Tln' ullter >usarv 
liooN piven U\ the wiiter are intmiiinii. 
Pritvm C. hU-btH. burdwan i Hewi Benpa/t 

Cnltijit.i’' -IvM' m.t, I f -•v 

Jog|tkt)K. uahsp<uiiiiiiiii aitO the vM’aidi* 
inK jiria ot li%li-*cun bi* M»lvid in <4iv 


fell blow, ioiiverting adversity to 
advanta^ losiead of trying i<> pump the 
water away trimi ibe city, iis aceumula* 
IMM eit tbe hiTcetk can be planned In such 
a wey that within a derade. ibe 'Bla^k 
Hole* become' the 'Veake of ibe Iksi.' 
Tbe soothiBK flow of tbc water will be 
mure suiiabic tu the supeilicially* 
vuUliIe*buc otherwise-pociK tempera¬ 
ment of the Bengali. Imapm: the ckann 
io pkkn^ up a nauka or a hydnifoiJ near 
MrtTu i'inem .1 and reackunit BBD Ran to 
the accwnpuniment of Bjuf songs- No 
more potbulrs, no lurching double* 
dcikers end mini buses spewing out 
pessengers rretdUv. nu lurtk's running 
Over pedestrians and not <*vefi a garhugi* 
dump of djoh 'hells And uf course, nu 
mure pollution and wiudic. ImagjiU'. 
catching Hilva tnim vour balcnnv* 

Heesc k<*cp in mind that while 1 am 
idfvrioK the above suttesiions lo test 
chers* IS an element of feasibiluv in it 
Japan trir inuanio is cimtemplniinf a 
two-mile high City of l(t lakhjpvpulaiuin. 
floating in the bov near Tokvo The 
\ - i ■ , : • 'U 

ItalUU'. OS4’ 4> U- N' ul au*.iu(u«cs 
.Stfi.r, <«inb.J/>ur 


Factual errors 


T hu tcvin f>iUd Ht /piifg ihviMMn stand 
un tficu pull) IN Ned iii thv C/ood 

nfvivs svitioM ,Uiiii.«i\ I tarries some 
fiiituiil riToi' al••»ol .lui .sgiiKV diiiJ I he 
oiiLii« '■* •<!« Im c U s H.onnH'v ih<oi 
jiUki( Ir^i 'A ..h l<Mi (!<'' >ioinou*« 
(livdi.i) I I’uit. ihiKtd. vi<iuiiidi\ .til'd 
ivclt'ir* iij .misiiitui. toi(ii<h'd ni.inai^'d 
and suiitoi'U'd liv ItK'al i* it liens Oui iwu 
otfit C'beaters, lit A. .S. Pundii, ihaii- 
man. anti Mr 1' D Pandit, treasurer, as 
tvelJ as othbT governing b<uid incnilivr% 
are all local cni/ens. Mr McCann is not 
the general secretary nf our urbanisation 
nor IS he associated with us in any way 
Mr Edmond Kaiser, o Swiss juurnalist, 
founded the first Terre des llommes 
tSiiissc) in i^ni'vA And li> our kiivw- 
ledge, it was not ihiough reading uit 


aiiicle on ihs vjitims id the Prainu* 
Algerlao w.u iluit Mr Kui^'r was impel 
led 1 »> uohL. I'H ifh’U widtdl* li wu> U 
I'lmli ikin I lO MtikiO • Mi K ifs>Tw'.i<k ui 
lll« IS !|. M. I t l.lt*.. I'l. IliJ 

t:iiiis» h )i«i*.< Vv. d i'« I tlsroig 

»it *to .iM, . ** p «,< .1 .ikI U.hI le.il 
IV lit lull V i".! . unit.iiuojie VII i4ins*d 
uhi Hi'ie iJh iiiildrvn 1hcri*«orv he 
>n*ihiJi«cd suppi^rr und sii up ihi* orga* 
niwiiun 

Tenc dc' Hommes 'India) was found¬ 
ed hv knal riiiamt in IhH and has its 
reaisicred office in lNin« We have no 
nlfier office or branch in the country and 
uur work is cAnfined at preaeni lo ihe 
slums m Pune. 

A H. Hothmi, proHt t Term dr* 

humnres lUidtOK Fuitt 


_ Wlio else can we eiect*^ 

M r R Subhayva Shell). Ml.A. i<)ptn stunds nn ihr (imgu'ssili iickii. ii will 
lu/i 24 hinuaryi. says that the 'old be elected with a iaigv ma|unty. After 

K liiicians feel that their p(i»iiiun is all. whom can elect except Ammo |nd 

mg chRlIenged whenever a younger her band? The r*'"f id puiiticians have 
person with better vision (therul^ mean- not learnt how tv tixv ufl the puvr in the 

ing Rajiv Gandhi) enters politics." I name uf the pour, and therefore they are 

suppose Mr Shettv IS liyindtu lell us that unfit to be in pnliiict, Huw will they 

the need of the hour is to have newer know the spirit of gatthi hatgu? That 

t il liiic ions—mure .ind more Aniulavs. U-ates only v*'*i iu"»irii*. Mr Shi'iiv--ihe 
4g.inii.«ih Mishi;\s .mn t’haiinii RuHdvs ('vngnsvl*. <n.l l**i«i rlu* lo-ii' 

Cpruiinlv, II IN iioi Nikr|(iiNii!K a the pi** in iIn naov* i!m )«•••• •ml tin* 
pismivvivs' Mr R.iuv tf.indhi INvsiiua- ivill sinl «irtc l*o 

tiun trHla\ |N Niibli til a I own it a dog I' K VV:nat:iilu« fftdoi.i/onf 


Time running out 


B arun S**iigupta's amclc, OppoairHjA 
ifctiihi/ity mii'f folhtr unity (Fvwcr 
and Polities lO January), makes interest* 
ing reading. The evils of corruptioa. 
price rise and deterioration of law and 
iirder must be removed forthwith if the 
naiiun n t<i sui^hvc the imclauiht of 
enemies both from uitliout aiul wiftin. It 
is a lumciiuhlv Uct ihai our political 
Uatlurs an- lust ooi aware th«t tmwer 

coirupis .(till .ibMilotr puvrvT I'Wiupi} 


ubN(i 1 u«i*ly, .Old ilici4*tfiri* is iltu 

urgent need f<H «!(.'«entraliwiiuMi «d pow¬ 
er righl down to the grasvouls leveL It 
must alsube undersint^ thai inflation is. 
in reaKiy. ruhlx-ry bv ilie hack door 
'aBctUm^ liy law. and that hiingtv sto¬ 
machs will no kmgvi have patientv. And 
laaOy. for anv svNtem to suiviw. the 
Ivadet' fliuM i.»di>« ihai nior.il s.iWs 
arc t«*r\ L-N.v*n*». I 


RLiin n-jJerN have uTit(e/f Ci> vs 
«iNk/rie for ihr jJ(h4*>5r> uf the rwr; 
diH't'vi mentiuoi-d rii I'hi- wonders uf 
'll be I an mviliiioe (St Jatiitatyi by 
KaifMOA hiiAur 'iViev aiiv 
IH Loung fkdffl. 1 . th-kyi Afiangkar. 
Aferleodganj, Phitriintsaiu, Utmachai 
ITadc'sfi 

IH Ve«hi J2/Keirfrn. Afts’lcudganr* 
Ifharamvtla, fUmiHhil iVatiesh- 
MTrifc ive aie it-pl.ving to uJ! the 
It-ttcTs i/iJri'iJi/affv. th<- author Htiuld 
hkv US to caipli<r«tM< t/rat it /' rnt'er- 
sari for /Mtitriti in nu pcfsitmtltv to 

JiAiors i'N /NofNi’-inading in iMr- 
4iaf to liheiari nieifiVjm*. 


Sainant icfuted 

* w e 

D .itr.k Sumani's cxpijiuhon tUpmnei 
24 January) is iar from convincing 
although he has m.iile an uitvmpi lo 
voiifusi- iIh- iimI iNsuys jii ihv tndUn 
F.v)ui'»s dispoti' A It VI Homing Messrs 
Arun KJkuiiic, Sharad I'uwiii mid Knm 
Jeihm-lan-. Mr ‘Nan-iini pikses the dt*'-*** 
o. M . ti i'i».i ihcif 

«ii»uih|mH»-. c.siffCN-. how ivdl ilu v man- 
.i|*A* tin .ilfjiiN ol t*M' iiiiinirv''" 

I would like 10 ptiuii uiit ihut the three 
mentioned almve have, in feci, managed 

S uite well. Mr SIuhiiiv has blasicd Mr 
amani's newfound tnvnii, Mr Ahdur 
Hvhmaii Aniulay; Mi Shared Pawar has 
pioivd himwlf an ahft- adminisirtlor 
.•iid Ml Ram (oilimalaiii fai outihinesMr 
Sii\\.o iSv^H.Mi Ar colav. hIim iNhimsuU 
I ),l«\T'i 

% M A.iciit.i 

Poteiiiial cham pion 

I read Madhu JainS 77ie cube erase (10 
lanuaryi and ivaliwd ihui 1 had in mv 
s<in, Anand Vcnkaiaraman (14). a poien* 
tial champion. He is able to do ihe cube 
in all Its SIS colours or specifivj^alterns In 
well under Iwo minules and sU sacunds. 
He savs he can si ill improve upon this. 
Anv lakviN? 

K lV<rijcdi.otfm.in. homfuv 


N 0 1 awme n ' 

A fter reading Olga Tcllia* hnlliant 
■rhcle along with yuur cover story 
Gujfry <24 January) rny respect went 
soaring for ihose members of ihe bar who 
by their relentless cfr<itcs, brought to 
book one of the most corrupt polliiclant 
in the counio'. ThcH’ illustrious lawyers 
and the iudge who gave the judgement 
shntild Itccome (he N.Mirce of inspiralion 
for (Khki nitirhurN -it ihi- legal profet* 
N<i.n 1 would .Aso ihi-H- people to 
iodk <ivvr ktii'-i sio Mi.liiN riTiJ observe 
hois exec III tve ooi>r' nnuoi. i'uhre brutal- 
trv aiol hHihaitiy )iai-- luukime the order 
ol ihr d.iv 10 <kiii since the 

altammeni ol Indoiu-iuitocv. i'lie evils 
alflKi;iiA lndi.«n MK>oiy should bo es- 
powd. 

M A. fJjntias. (nltoitj 


_I^st letter 

I Hill not hs* sinpriNc-'t if in the coin' 
iiig days It hisomes sompulsoty for 
i.ulwav fiANM-ngriN «> wr-.ir irash hul 

mi In 

: i- M I-, '' o- It Uu 



Evtr line* S«n|iy Gandhi diad In that fatalul alrcraah, tht battia of auccaaalon ba^an In Mrs Qar>dhi*a 
family. Manafta Gandhi put forward her claim to har huaband'a mantia, but It was Rajiv Gandhi who 
baeama the hair. Tha one^vlbrant Manaha turned Into a dapraaaad young widow, and the praature on 
her to withdraw from public Ufa Incraaaad. Ona of tha Inharhancaa of Sanfay which aha. along with her 
mother Mrs Amtashwar Anand, controlled waa tha maguine Surys. Efforts began to be mada by tha new 
ruling circlet to dote down Sum; the strident and often irreaponalble tone of the magazine waa no 
longer acceptable to tha new ruling coterie. Hints of the tension were available when a friend of Rajiv 
Gandhi and a minister In Rajasthan. Narendra Bhatl, actually sued Su/yafor defamation: It was an 
obvious sign of Rdlv's displeasure too. In tha meanwhile, Maneka Gandhi and her mother were playing 
their own games. Thair liaison with tha BJP and RSS was perhapa the best kept secret in Indian politics 
since Independence. When Mrs Anand finally announced her dramatic deal to sail Sanjay’a political 
mguthpiaca to the frontman of an organisation at hostile to Mrs GsndhI ss the RSS. the message of war 
waaavldant In avary aentance. SHUBHA6RATA BHATTACHARYA put together this fascinating story. 


T hursday, 11 KebruAry. A mev 
sAnger walks into tho news 
room of the Press Trust of 
India (PTI) with a statefnent. 
It is a norma] thing in the PTI 
newsroom for press statements to be 
brought in by messengers. But the 
statement whi^ reached there around 
three pm on 11 February caused a stir, 
Surya India, Oie monthly journal own¬ 
ed by the late Sanjay Gandhi's mother- 
inlaw. Mrs Amteshwar Anand. had 
been sold. The pe'iple who had purch¬ 
ased it were known RSS functionaries. 
uesiHin^ immediately hutted about 
ad Mrs Anand joined hands wah the 
RSS? Did the Prime Minister's family 
approve of the nuIo? No one seemed to 
know the answers. One reporter, who 
hd% U*en reputedly close tu Mrs Gan 


dhi's special assistant. Mr K.K. Dha* 
wan. telephoned the PM*s office. Mr 
Dhawan's reaction was one of shock 
atkd surprise. He requested the repor¬ 
ter to come over to the PM*s office and 
show the statement to him: it was 
through this PTI reporter that Mrs 
Gandhi's office came to know of ine 
transaciiun which had taken place 
between Mrs Anand and •Ut RSS func¬ 
tionaries. 

The deal was a closely guarded sec¬ 
ret. Despite the feci that as close a 
relative of the PM as e daughter-in law 
was involved, the powers that be did 
not seem to have even gui a whiff of 
the goings-on. The deal can carfainly 
he termed lu have been oi£of the 
must closely guarded secret Mn New 
Delhi in the past three decades Since 


December Mrs Anand and the 
RSS functionaries had been holding 
discussions and go.ing throt^h the pro¬ 
cess of transfer of assets of The Young* 
men Printers and Publishers Ltd, the 
company which owned Surys India- 
The actual transfer of management 
took place on 6 February, Bui neither 
the press nur the intelligence agen¬ 
cies, wKu are supposed to know of such 

K *ngs*on, came to know aiwthing till 
new managing director. Dr Jaynen* 
dra Kumar Jain, issued an undated 
rekb statement on the afternoon uf 11 
ebruary. 

Surya. which was initially edited by 
Mrs Maneka Gandhi, is now owned by 
a new group of people, headed by Dr 
J.K. Jain and Sardar S.C. Angre. Dr 
Jain is a known RSS functionary arid is 




tiM tecrvttry oi ^ D«en DmJ Up' 
JUtMTcb lanjtutc, the 
lociii lemce froBi ereinMetioA 
heiM Nbtuu tMuBukh. Serdar 
An^re, • fonner ttiru «l the emwhjle 
GwtUer itett, is ■ top RSS caao and is 
the principal adviser to Rajmaia VI* 
jaya Raje Sdndia The ft&S links of 
either el these fentleoten are not a 
secret. So, the very fact that Mrs 
Maneka Gandhi's mother should enter 
into a deal with them has rais^ 
eneuih eyebrows and has thrown up a 
lot Of political gossip and spccuUtiofi. 
The wildest of these speculatinns, 
perfaan is that there are 90 Congres- 
Kl) Mn who are loyal to hin Maneka 
Gandhi, as distinguished from Mr Rm> 
jiv Gandhi, and alter this hnk up be 
tween Mrs Meneki Gendhi's mother 
end the RSS. the BJP will iiert work- 
ing on a plan to woo these 90 ruling 

f uty MPs out ol the CongreesCl) fold 
his, however, seems too far fetched 
While it cannot be discounted that a 
large number ol Congressil) MPs have 
some symphathy for Mrs Maneka Gan¬ 
dhi, to conitrua this lympaihy at a 
sign of revolt against Mr Rajiv vandhi 
and Mrs Indira Gandhi would be 
stretching things. But alter the Suryo 
deal, some tongues hive been wagging 
on these lines. 

After the death of Mr Sanjav Gandhi 
In June 1990, off and on one nas been 
bearingstorlti about domestic discord 
in the mme Minister's family Even 
before the ashes of the late Sanjay 
Gandhi were cold, speculation had 
started as to who would be his succes¬ 
sor. Normally such talk would have 



the HSS? 


been^rfeievanTTuTlrnCoftireSTT 
politics, where the faa that Mr Sanjay 
Gandhi was baina groomed lor succas- 
sien by Mrs CanAi had been accepted 
without • murmur, a void was felt 
after his death. Some ovtrenthusiasric 
supporters of Mn Maneka Gandhi 
raisM her banner within days of her 
becoming a widow. The initial reluct* 
ence of Mr Rajiv Gandhi to loin poli¬ 
tics having hm overcome, the activi* 
ties of the Maneka enthusiasts were 
nuiureliy not looked upon with 
approval by either Mrs Gendhi or her 
son. In I9n there were two incidents 
whkh brought the inner squabbles of 


the palace into public view. Mn Man- 
eka Gandhi had planned to publish in 
December 1980, a book oo her late 
husband, and the ceremony for the 
release of the book was fiied for 14 
December, the birth anniversary of Mr 
Sanjay Gandhi. Bui despite invitation 
cards having been circulated, the func¬ 
tion was abruptly cancelled. Though 
the book was released a week later, on 
21 December, stories had circulated in 
New Delhi that Mr Rajiv Gandhi had 
disapproved of certain portions of the 
book, due to which ihe initial function 
had to be cancelled. 

Close on the heels of this incident, 
on 24 December 1980, Mrs Maneka 
Gandhi was served with a legal notice 
for defamation by a Rajasthan deputy 
minister, Mr Nerendra Singh man, 
who is a very close friend of Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi. No one could believe that a 
Congretall) deputy minister of the 
Rajasthan government had sued ■ 
member of the PM's family without 
obtaining a 'green signal from the 

S hil^'Ups. As a result of this 
tnt, Mrs Maneka Gandhi gave up 
the editorship ol Surye. the megasine 
she had founded during the Emergen* 
cy end nurtured through the days of 
Janata rule, when Surya had pfayed 
the rule of an opposition moutnpiace 
rather effectively. After dropping out 
from Si/rva. Mrs Maneka Gandhreon* 
centraicd on the truck business which 
her husband had left her Slowly Su/ya 
started decaying. JournaliHically It 
lost the punch it had when Maneka 
was the editor. Businesswise, it stop¬ 
ped getting patronage from the edver* 


Mrs Gandhi and Ms neks Gandhi ar a fumtHMi lo mark rb« fint death annnerMiy »f SonjBy Gandhi 





“Surya shall not 
be a party magazine” 


The following is the text of the 
press twement issued by Dr J. K. 
Jain, the managing direetof and 
chairman of the new board of direc¬ 
tors of the Youngmen Printers and 
Publishers (Privatei Limited—pub¬ 
lishers of Sury« India news maga- 
sine. 

U behalf of the new board of 
x^directorv t am pJeawd to 
announce the takeover of the man* 
aaemtnt of the company publiahinf 
Sur.va lridja and mue tne following 
puixy statement. 

The new mandfiement appreci* 
ores the important role play^ bv 
Suf^a in influencing the national 

E ulitical events in the past. We 
Hve resolved to keep 5 urya alive 
and alHi) tu further improve its 
i|iialitv, ciintents. impaii and im* 
ape. Surra shall not be any party 
mafuzine. Cnhke the other existinfi 
;H*rivdKalN, it shall not have any 
prejudice for or OMihst establish* 
inent. It will hi* an independent and 
liberal news periodicai which will 
try to provide its nationwide read¬ 
ership the investijianve. factual 
oad boldly written newn stories re 
veabnft the truth about the strvnRth 
IInd weuktiesscs of political, social, 
cultural, educfltiomii, medical and 
ecortoniK aspect h of life of our 

smiety: families and individuals— 
VIPs as well ns the common ones. 
We shall attempt tu adhere tu ub- 
ji*itiviiy in ihinkinj* and writiARsa 
that while espocinji ihe tils and 
desinmiiK the mvths. thecuuntrvN 
Mew lieneiation. lor whom the 
mJKJZiiie will have a spec lal thrusl. 
coo Id \m- Kiven a con*>liuctne atti- 
lude in life and p<ilitics 

We are liKikinK foi li right a net 
com|>eteni professionals tu assist us 
in uchicvlng the above objectives, 
we (irnposv to retrench no member 
of our uxisting St lift Wu are bwikiAK 
forward to the cunioiued coopera 
non of our readers, agents, advei 
11 sets, the government and other 


Churfi«ra 

»Cu«it Houmor 

1. l A W whikhine 

tasi issue trf Surva bifore it we* vdd 

concerned afienciet with (he hope 
and promise that we would he able 
to come up tu the espections which 
(he nation has from the responsible 
press. 

May l.on behalf of (he new hoard 
of directors and on my own behalf, 
thank the outgoing members of the 
board, especially Mrs Amiesbwar 
Aitand. for the excellent coopera* 
tion extended by them for a smooth 
lakeuver. We art looking forward 
to iheii continued cooperation for 
keeping the 54iry« alive to keep 
playing its role m natmnal affairsf 

Sd> 

iDr J. K Jaini 
The nrn htard ttf dtrectnrs. to start 
with, has wife tHi* members: Dr J. 
h'. Jam and .Sardnr .S’, C'. Angre. ^ 
J A Jam rs a prnmincnt praitisiog 
I'luisultant 'survc'fin of Delhi and 
S.irdar S, C\ Angre. the other 
Ifermanent dimtiwim the board, is 
a former member of Parliament 
iRajya Sabha). 


fiH‘n> bv«n pi*ople like Mr Charanjii 
Singh of Pure Drmks. who used to huv 
up advertising space in the Sun'a for a 
full year, stopped their advertise- 
meiiis. Nui oiiJv that, advertisers, in* 
eluding Mr Charanjic Singh, refused to 
pay for the adverlisemenls which hod 
already been published. 

f rom August 1981 Mrs Amieshwar 
Anand staned toying seriously with 
the idea of either closing down or 
selling off bury a. Wc. in SUNDAY, can 
take credit fur beiag the first to report 
(Delhi Diary. 20 September 19811 that 
the days of Surye were numbered, 
ta 


iThouj^ our repon had then invited 
an angry rejoinder, the events thervaf* 
ter have vindicated usj. But no one 
had expected that when Hrs Anand 
gave up S»b/>a. she would do it with a 
bang that would taunt a p^riinn no 1^ 
than Mrs Indira Gandhi. Prime Mini#* 
ter and mother-in-law of Maneka 
Gandhi 

T he extreme misfortune of Surya 
coiiKided wiih the planning of a 
new newemagarine hy Mr Ayub Syed 
of Current. According to the 
grapevine, the new weekly, which is 
still in Its planning stage, had the 


patronage of Mr R^v GendU't doae 
confidant and the Mr from Km Bareli, 
Mr Arun Nehru. This is also said to 
have been another reason why the last 
mioagement of Surya decided to dose 
shop. With even a rumour that the 
Bombay-baaed weekly would enjoy 
powerful patronage, ell diMCes <n 
Surya aetttAg back iu reputa&on as a 
journal close to the corridors of power 
receded. And such a reputation had 
always been vital because this is really 
what brou^t it a disproportionate 
share of aovertiiing. With adverriae* 
meni revenues duMlioa and editorial 
coniant losing itiating aster the depar* 
lure of Maneka from the editorship. 
Mrs Aoand was now keen to call It a 
day. But while for Mrs Anand, Sutya 
was largely a business proposition, for 
Maneka it was a relic of the glorious 
days which she had seen with her late 
husband' Maneka considered 5uryt to 
be a symbol of Sanjay and obviously 
believed that its closure or ule would 
sigeify the end of a symbol of Sanjav. 
But in business, such sentiments do 
not eventually matter. In fact, these 
sentiments of Maneka ware very intel* 
ligently used by Mrs Anand to embar 
rass the Nehru-Gandhi family and sail 
off Surya. 

In December 1981 Maneka is said to 
have BpproKhed her close friend. 
Vasundnara Kaje. the daughter of Ra* 
jmata Scindia, with a propel that she 
should take over Surye. When the RSS 
elements in the Scindia family, espe* 
cially Sardar Angre. lesmi that Man* 
eka was willing to part with Surva 
provided that the buyer was someone 
she could trust, they used Vasundhara 
as a front to get hold of the magatine 
and thereby embarrass Mrs Gandhi. 
The secret parleys between Sardar 
Angre and Dr J.K. Jain, the family 
doctor of the fkindias, started some- 
lime in late December or early Janu 
ary. The transfer uf the management 
took place on 6 February. In ihe mean* 
time Dr Jain visited the Surya office 
regularly to study the books of 
accuuni. but even then the staff mem¬ 
bers could not under.stund what was 
guing on. 

Vasundhara Kaje's name had earlier 
also been linked with an incident 
which was embarrassing for Mrs Indira 
Gandhi. 13 March 1981 was the first 
birthday of Maneka's son, Ferore 
Varun. As not even a year had passed 
after San jay’s death. Mrs Gandhi did 
noi want any celebration to take place. 
She had told Maneka that whoever 
came to greet the child from among 
Maneka's friends, could be invited to 
stay back for lunch. But Maneka’s 
friends were keen that the birthday 
should be celebrated. So, a function 
was organised at the Mehreuli farm* 
house of the Scindias. with Vasun- 
dhara playing hostess. When Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi learnt about the incident, she was 
pained. It was Vasdndhara again who 
figured in the sale of Surya. 

AciordiiiR m reliable sources, most 
of the negotiations were carried out 
lietween l>r Jam and Mrs Anand. Dr 
Jam did not take either his immediate 




at eh« D««n DayaJ Upadhyaya 
Research Institutei Nanaji De^hmukh. 
dr the 6JP leaderahip into confidence. 
The deaJ seems to have b^n settled 
within the Scmdia family's RSS fac* 
tion (the Rajmata's son, Madhav Ran 
Scmdia, is a Conf;ress(|| MP). The 
munev in understood tu have come 
from the Scmdia coffers. Thouah the 
exact amount of the money involved tn 
The transaction is not clear, according 
to one estimuie. about Ks li lakhs 
wore exchanged. Initial I v, the former 
owners are said lo have placed the 
price at Rs 30 lakhs But when IH Jam 
went through the accounts and did an 
ileoi to item assessment, he came to 
the cunclusiiin that the magaaine was 
vmrth Rv 17 lakhn. But ultimately all 
the assets and liabiliriex were taken 
over ai around Rs U lakhs (in his 
interview tu Si noav, Ur Jam has 
claimed that the liabilities are more 
than thd assets.) 

The news about the sale was cun* 
veved by Dr lam to the BJP leadership 
after the nale was through After mi 
tial hesitatiDii, ihe BJP leaders 
approved of whai hr Jam had done. 
But the reaction ol Nanaji t>eshmukh 
was iliffereni. Ilo was taken aback 
when Ur Jain inlormed him thei he 
had heiome ihc >ww munaging dlrei 
lor of h'urvj Though CH Jain seems to 
be on H strong wicket us fur us the RJP 
:s uimerned, within the l)een Daval 
I'lMdliyuya Rcsuarch Institute, of 
uIikIi he IS ilic secretary, ihert' have 
M'cn oiiomiifs i*f disapproval. Not- 
«iliU, ihc i*di((ii ol the mstiiiiie's jour* 
nal, Mr Uevvritlra Swaroop 

AAg.iiwal, has oil levied to the porch* 
ase ril ,i political journal hv an 
officebearer of the mslilute, which, 
keeping in tune with the RSS music, 
prefi rs ri) call itself a non political 
organis^ition. So. for Dr Jain the sale 
will he the centre of trouble as far a> 
his association with the Deen Uayal 
Lipadhyuvu Research fnstitvte is con* 
corned. 

Another person who hud nnt 
approved of the purchuM; of Surv 9 hv 
Dr Jain and Sardar Angre was the 
doyen of the fnd/an £'xpre>A group. Mr 
Ram Nath Guenka, whose advice Dr 
Jam had sought. Mr Ram Nath Goenka 
had told Dr Jain not to buy the paper, 
but his advice was nnt heeded. 

After rhe news of the sale reached 
(he Prime Minister's familv, there was 
commotion. Mis Amteshwar Anand’s 
game was uiulersiiRnf Mrs Anand has 
lately been seen ur<»und in the opposi¬ 
tion circles i|uiK< ofi*Mi. Bui no one had 
taken her seriously. In fact, after some 
Manuka enthusiasts hadiric'd iu raise a 
pro Maneka and anti Rajiv storm in 
19hO-B]. Mrs Anand’s relations with 
thv Nehrudiandhi family had not 
been the host Though the Prime 
Minister's personal reaction to the Mrs 
Anancl-RSS (ie*up is not known, some 
close confidants of the family made 
frantic bids to buy the paper back. 
Among them was the octogenarian 

S ogi, »wemi Dhirendra Brahmechari. 
weini Dhirendra Brehmachan was a 
close advisor of Sanjty and he is 


highiv respited in the Nehrci- t;andhi 
family He is 11 ndorsii m ip Av« luld 
MurH'ka ihai if her sole oxuistderation 
for selling off Suaa was tp^BBugwai 
this relic of h«eAA# hdkhllWIJIild 
not whither awav and should be in rhe 
hands of people whiun she can trust, 
then he is prepared to find a suitable 
person of nis confidence tvho could 
buy (b** paper and run ii m accr>rdance 
with Maneka's wishes. On 16 Febru 
urv. Swami Dhirendra Brahmachan is 
understood to have even approached 
Dr J. K. Jain with a prupu^l to bvv 
buck the paper. Bur the result of rhe 
meeting between him and Dr Jain was 
not fruirful. Dr Jam is said to have 
asked for a verv high pnee. which was 
not acceptable to the Swami. 

fki. us of now. .S'ori j ttnlu. ihe 

magasine which was started wnh much 
fanfare and massive adveriising sup¬ 
port duringthi* Kmergenry hy Maneka 
Gandhi is m the hands uf the BJP. 


While the curtain goes down on the 
Maoeka (sandhi cheptvr of liurye fn. 
dia. II Will be unlair not to recall .rhe 
excellent journalbm which she pro* 
duced while she ediied ihe tpagaiine, 
especiallv during ihe days when the 
Janata Party was in power. The ex 
puses on the jaguar deal and me 
Suresh .Sushmu episode in Surya were 
remjikuble, And rhe gossip column, 
"Off the air." which Maneka used to 
wnie herself, had become u popular 
one, though, it mav not have been very 
reliable 

4 

Will the sale of Survd he a water* 
shed in natuinal politics' If will be too 
fur fetched tn so. But the very fact 
that some relatives of (he PM were 
able to quietly pull off u deal, albeit 
commercial, with the RSS without let 
ting tbe PM know, is certainly an 
alarming development. Perhaps a new 
look at the mielligence setup in Delhi 
will be taken after this episode. 


Sadachari: 
Maneka, after 1985 



H r claims be has Creative pow- hxus in a dirty poo]"|. A recent 
ers equivalent to thoK of pressnote issued by him on h» visit 
God": bis press notes say he is a to Bombay, proclaims him a "well* 
“world icnowned personality in known political adviser in the inter* 
forecasting future events"; he dis* nuiional field" who rubs shoulders 
plays a Inioklet showing him with with some of (he most influential 
Mrc Gandhi during tbe cAandi people in the world. As for his 
.maha vogna he performed at No I predictions, he claims they have all 
Safdanvng Road; and if this is not proved correct in (he case of Mrs 
enough, he will spare no efforts to Gandhi. US President Ronald 
show you a pile of photew^phs of Reagan-^and The Skylab, 
him with, among otlWrs. Giant Zail He added to his list of predictions 
Singh. Narasimha Rao and Kamala at a poorly attended press confer- 
pathi Tripathi. He is Sadachari Sai ence in Bombay. In November 1982, 
Babaji or 'God" Sadachari. as he he said, there will'‘positively" be a 
«tvfes himself, the self designated war between India and Pakistan, 
founder chairman of the Sadachari vdiich would be followed by a world 
World Welfare Centre. wur m 1983. Rajiv Gandhi and Mrs 

A "tuUiy little figi^ in red yogi Gandbi according to him, will face 
robes, ihkk black hair and a digital some difficulties this year but “ulti- 
watch on his wrist." as columnist mutely (hey will come out sucessful 
vBusybee" Behram Conuacior de- due to my spiritual backing." 
senb^ him. Sadachari is his own And^now hold your breath— 
pubUcity agent •cum-spokesman. He "Maneka Gandhi will come into 
issues his own press notes and in pulitics in 1985 at a very fail 

viies people to interview him. Mod* speed.' Which horie are you back- 
esTy. apparently, is not one ^ his ing. '‘God" Sedacheri? Rajiv Gan* 
faults <'1 am a pious men like a dhi or his sister*in*law? 


1S 



The Manftka-BJP flirtation 


Candhi wielded mort power 
afic'r the 1980 elecfioiu than he did 
i'vvn during the Emergency dayi. 
Many ui the victorious CoAit^ssfl) 
MPv were his perwnal nominees. And 
even chough he had reservations about 
vome <d the new union ministerv all o< 
ibem owed him total alJeiianee. He 
had perMituKy chosen most of the 
Cnngrevsil) chiel irAnisters and the 
new incumbents for some of the key 
adminisiranve posts. His power was 
vecund only to Mrs Gandhi's aitd in 
tnmo spheres he held even greater 
sWdv than she did. 

As IS natural, people dose tv Sanjay 
G.indhi tried to share in this power, 
and ihe foremost among them were his 
wife Maneka Gandhi and her m6ther. 
Mrs Amu‘vhw;if Anand. The two loved 
Piiwer even more than Sanjay Gandhi 
himN«lf did. and thev relished wield 
MIS II Mrs Anand set up a large 
I'kport import business and one or two 
liiK firms even handed over their 
whole import export business to her. 
guNinessmen, bureaucrats and polili* 
cians queued up at her Jorbagh reti* 
dence, indicating thai she had oecome 
4 new power centre. 

Then suddenly Fate struck: Sanjay 
Gundhi died in a plane cra^. Sanjay 
Gandhi's followers were stunned. And 
no .one among Sanjay's friends and 
associates was in a position to auto 
maiically »tep iniu Kis shoes. Then, 
slowly, as Maneka Gandhi recovered 
from the shock of bereavement, she 
decided on her mother's advice to try 
and fill this void. She told Saniiy 
Gandhi's close followers what ner 
plans were, and Kamal Nath even 
announced this in public. Some jour* 
nalisis were quick to support the call 
for Maneka Gandhi's leadership. 

But Mrs Gandhi was thinking dif 
ferently Within a week of Sanjay 
Gandhi's death she was telling thw 
close to her that they should not make 
a song and dance abou( Maneka Gan* 
dhi as there was no question of her 
taking up politics. She also made it 
clear that it was Rajiv Gandhi she 
wanted as heir. Slowly all those who 
had been trouping to Mrs Anand's 
house and currying favour with her 
and her daughter began deserting 
them Even Kamal Nath! Both Mrs 
AnHnd's residence and the Surya 
oFUie liegan to wear a deserted look. 
MonekaS and her mother's import 
ante began to decline in the same 
proportion that Rajiv's started in 
creasing 

Mrs Gandhi had never really liked 
Maneka. She liked Minekt's m^er 
even less Although Mrs Gandhi is a 
Pars! by rearriaRa, culturally ^ is 
more than anything else an armocre 
tic Kashmiri brahmin, with a diibke 
for the nouveau riche Punjabi culture. 
Mrs Gandhi could quite tolerate Mrs 
Anand. spoke little to her and avoids 
her even when she came to visit her 


S(m in*law. That Mrs Anand was usmi 
Sanjay Gandhi's naese to get a lot « 
things done. Mrs Gandhi h^ realised 
right from the Emergency days. After 
Mrs Gandhi came back to power she 
even had to raise the issue with Sanjay 
Gandhi on one or two occaskNu when 
Mrs Anand seemed to be overdoing 
things ■ bit. Sanjay Candbi used to 
keep quiet lor he could not do any* 
thini to srop this. It is mi that Sanjay 
liked his mother'io law very much; 
only, he could not get himself to say 
something unpieesant to her. Saejoy 
Gandhi could argue with his own 
mother bui he could not talk back with 
his mother*lA'law. a woman with quite 
a personality. Maneka herself could 
never speak up to her mother and 
everf 10 this day Mrs Anand dominates 
her daughter as if she were a litlle 
child. 

There was also some confusion over 
money after Sanjay Cdndhi's death A 
good Mrt of the money ihai was col* 
lected for the 1910 Assembly elections 
was eventually not spent on those 
elections Who had ktM how much 
money only Sanjay Gandhi really 
knew. Mrs Gandhi knew a bit. but not 
all the details. Maneka probably knew 
a little more than her. as the some¬ 
times used to be around when Sanjay 
Gandhi discussed monetary matters 
with people m his own drawing room 
at 1 Safdirjung Roed After Sanjay 
died. Maneka. on the advice of Mrs 
Anand. isaned asking those people to 
return the money. SMjay Gandhi had 
also kept some money with Mrs Anand 
which she made no atteapt to return 
after her son*in*Uw's death. Instead 
she was busy recovering Sanity's 
money from the Others. As (he nnd* 
keepen began to be pressuhsed. some 
of them went to Mrs Gtndhi and asked 
her if she had asked Maneka to collect 
the money. Mrs Gandhi issued stnci 
instructions that no money was to be 
returned to Maneka and even asked 
Mrs Anand to return the money that 
Sanjay had kept with her as it was 
Congress party funds Moreover, fami* 
ly r^ationships were terrible. Maneka 
never got along well with either Rajiv 
Gandhi or Sonia; she even displayed 
open cootenpc for Rajiv. Wheo Stn* 
mv Interviewed Rajiv Gandhi during 
the Janata rule. Uaoeka told people, 


McAcka Caedhj 




far reveaae? 


"Read the interview of a fool." 

After Sanjay Gandhi died, and once 
it became certain that Rajiv Gandhi 
was going to enter politics, Rajiv's and 
hit wife's importance obviously shot 
up. And correspandingly. Mrs Anand's 
and her daughter's standing took a 
nosedive It was even rumoured in 
Delhi then chat Mrs Anand was being 
kept under surveillence, a belief 
which made people avoid her even 
further. Maneka tried to coBiact many 
of Sanjay Gandhi's friends but they all 
told her that it was very risky associat¬ 
ing themselves with her anymore, 
since this would invite the displeasure 
of Mrs Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi. The 
s^e eicepiiOB was Sanjay's friend and 
lip MLA Akbar Ahmed (Dumpy). 

But the mother and daughter were 
nut the type tu surrender easily. They 
decided to hit back. Mrs Anand tried 
to get m touch with some oppsisition 
leaders, particularly those of the old 
Jana San|^, and also sume from the 
CongresstU). They were all veteran 
puluical operators Through ihem cun* 
tact was made with Mrs Gandhi'.s long¬ 
term foe. her aunt Vijayalakshmi Kan* 
dit. Two things were decided upon: 
Mrs Anand would help the opposition 
wnh information, and. second, 
whenever a byelection was called to 
fill the Ameihi seal. Maneka would 
confront Rajiv as the joint candidate 
oi the opposition Mrs Kandii would 
campaign for Maneka in Atneihi. 

As SOM as Mrs Gandhi got wind uf 
this she took precautions. She made 
efforts to reKue Maneka from the 
clutches of her mother. For this she 
sought iha help of Mrs Sheila Kaul. 
who is a relative. The second thing Mrs 
Gandhi did was to go in fora quick poll 
in Amethi before Maneka could attain 
the minimum age for contesting a 
Parliament seat, whkh is 2S. That is 
why suddenly in 1911 the decision was 
taken to have byaiections in UP Man 
eka was than underage by four 
moniha. 

Mrs Gandhi may have succeeded in 
foiling one of the opposition's and Mrs 
Anand's plon, but she is mistaken if 
she thinks tkat she has been able to 
weao Maneka away from the influence 
of Mrs Anand. Maneka and her mother 
maintain regular contact with opposi¬ 
tion leaders. Maneka has also in 
touch with Sanjay Gandhi's close fol* 
lowcR and wanted them ebat if they 
try to curry favour with Rajiv Gandu 
SM will get her own back once she 
cooes to power! Mrs Anand has also 
told maity old acquaintuces who now 
ignore bar that site will teach them a 
ksson whan Maneka comas to power, 
which the believes is going to be soon. 


could walk out of the CMgreaKJ) with 
u many as ISO Mfs. That one finda 
difficult to believe. 








“Surya will be s-RpliUSPl magazine” 


At J6. Dr jMyiiMdr^ KuMHr Jsin. 

new managing director oi 
Svyt, is cenetniy one of the most 
successful young men in New Delhi. 
As a thx'toi. he has as his patients 
prominent p4ilitiiians. and the 
tenge cuts across party lines, tn 
po/jrri5, he is an invitee to the BJP 
national executive. He js the secret¬ 
ary of the Detn Dayal Vpadhyaya 
Research Institute, the nSS front 
organisation engaged in S4>cial 
work, headed by Nanaji Oeshmukh. 
Dr Jain was not horn with a silver 
spoon in his mouth. His father ran a 
smail shop in Barut, in W^rui dis¬ 
trict. He had hn inittal education tn 
Barvt and came to Delhi to do hu 
MBBS and iater obtained a master's 
degree in surgery from the Maufa- 
na A tad Medical College. He 
staried his practice in 1973. in 
someone ehe'n clinic in Daryaganj. 
.^ctordiog to Dr Jam. he had to 
borrow Rs HOC to buy his first 
stethmaipe.Jn 1977. at the age of 
.IJ. !)i Jain became the youngest 
ever pre.sideni of the lh‘lhi Meoical 
Aswciation. the professtonal body 
Ilf the doctors (he siica'^ed the 
famine Dr Atm Prukash to thts 
postK Today he. along with hts wife. 
Dr Ragini Jain, owns two nursing 
homes in pn«A stmth Delhi locali¬ 
ties An KSS member from his 
childhiHHl. his activities during the 
Kmergency bmughr him into the 
limelight within the RHS and r/i 
1977 he succeedeit Dr Subruma- 
niam Swamy as the secretary of the 
Dean Dayal Vpadhyaya Research 
Institute, ft was Dr Jatn hAci mas¬ 
terminded the medical relief 
schemes of the Deep Dayal Insti¬ 
tute. which Included the t^hoe 
relief operations by the ^S$ in 
Andhra Pradesh three years ago. a 
move whkh helped the RSS pene¬ 
trate that state SHVBHABRATA 
BHATTACHARYA spoke to Dr 
Jain after he had taken over Surya. 

e : What made you buy Survi? 

A: There is no speciAl reason 
tur buying Surye. We were (old that 
it was for sale and thought ir to be a 
good deal. So. we just bought ii. 

Q: When did you harn that it was 
for sale? 

A: It IS difficult ro tell you about 
the timing with eny certainty but 
ny financial consultant brought 
this to my notice and we talkecfto 
Mr Angre and vre considered (he 

proposal for the past month or t«ro. 
First, we made an attempt to know 
eaactly when it could be taken 
over. Then we talked naturally ab> 
out the poeiibilities. The very proc* 
edure of taking over takes Bore 
than a month. For instance, first 
some small shares are allotted then 
(he induction of the directors 



doctor of the heindms amt that Mr 
Angre is. of course, the dew an of 
the Gwalior state, that the real 
owners are some other ooniylc. This 


Dr J K Jam 'Surya has mere 
liabiiitiet than assets' _ 

(takes place), then the controlling 
shares are given—the whole thing 
hes taken more than a month. It 
will be difficult to teJI (he number 
of de^ or what banned. 

Qi The safe of Surya was perhaps 
the best kept secret in New Delhi 
since the last .45 years. How did you 
manaee to keep the secret? 

A: there is no secrecy about it; 
nohody bothered about wbet was 
happen me (Pause). If somebody 
had asked me at any time. I would 
have certainly toltf .him. Nobody 
bothered about what was happen* 
ing, and you are now calling it a 
secret deal. I don't agree witn you 
on this. 

Q: Who are the people who 
joined hands to buy the Surya. 
epen from you? 

A: Well, myself and Mr Angre. I 
have some small shares; Angre has 
(he mejonty of the shares. 

Q: Mav I ask you the enact 
amount chat this deal wilt cost you? 

A: It will ^ difficult to specify 
We have taken over all the assets 
and liabilities and it seems (hat 
there are more liabilities in the 
deal than assets. Whenever you 
rake ov^ something you take the 
whole thing. 

Q: There is some talk id the ci^ 
that because you are the family 



is because of the friendship be¬ 
tween Maneka Candhi muI lasun* 
dhara Rije. Wci.v the rr^in.sacrron 
done between Maneka and Va.sun- 

dhva? 

A: ] don't think Vusundliura had 
any role. I d<»n*( wen kimw if Man- 
eka had anythiuu u> do with this 
Because the share!, were owned 
by Maneka. the shares wen* nwrinl 
Mrs AnamI and a few others. All 
this talk about Vaiiundhara jiul 
Maneka in mere gusmii. There rn! 

S ect Kin uf mv reading to gossip 
e truth is (he truth.. 

Q: How about the rtsivtion in 
your party? How has the BJP 
reacred to the deal? Did «tin take 
rfiam mro co/tfidence.’ 

A’ No. you see it was not a party 
affair. Nor is it poinM to lie h party 
magaitne. If it was the party'n deci¬ 
sion (0 buy 5vrva, (hen (here could 
have been a party reaction. We 
thought that it was a good deal, so 
we made (he deal. If somelwHly has 
any interest in it, ii should only be 
(V (he extent that it is going to he a 
political magarine and like fK!|iii 
cians. political workers are in 
lereited about Sunoay or fhilooker 
i>r India Today nr for that mailer 
any political magutmiv To that ex¬ 
tent somebody must be inteie>(cd 
in it. 

Q: But it is hardly as simple .*.*> 
Chat; Surya had a distinct political 
cofour. especially during the t.iiiaia 
rule. So when vou. os a ifnliiical 
person, were ()ijnkine of buvinu 
rhis magasine, ,vou oiusr have taken 
into account the political rr/ivnvrs 
sioo of this transaction., 

A: I don't think there will be any 
political repercussion of the traos 
action. Essentially, ajiy magazine 
would reflect the personiiliiy of the 
owners and it depends on whai ihe 
owners want. I believe in ihe free 
dom of the press and so long .is I am 
the managing director, the edit or 
would have such freedom. Mr 
Ai%re will agree nn (his. I think (he 
editor would have the least amount 
of interference from moosge 
ment, 

Q: What was the reaction id 
Nanajj Deshmirkh.’ 

A: Well. I talM to him after the 
whole tiuDg was over. 1 think hu did 
not like it. Well, this is my personal 
feeling... 

Q: And what has been the reac* 
hon of the Prrhie Minister's family? 
I understand that some feelers have 
been sent to you and you have met 
a person close ro the family. 

K: 1 would noi like to comment on 
this, pleaia. 


V 








OiK« Upon 0 tim« thoy 90I • 21 -oun nIuIo. ThoM days th« famous Scindia family Is. as tha saying goes, 
a house divided. The mother. Rajmata Vljaya Ra|e Scindia, lean Important RSS-BJP leader along with her 
friend Sardar Angre. And the son.MadhavRoaScIrtdla.Is an MP of the Congiessfl). The love-hate 
relationship between the Scindlas and the Nehru/Gandhis has a long history. The personal friendships 
and enmities have played their part in current politics, but one of the most interestir^g manifestations has 
bean the Suryj deel. Maneha Gandhi beeamt a friend of Vasundhara Rate, daughter of Vijaya Raje. and It 
was this friandship which piayad a vital role In the sale of $(/rya. It wae through Vaiundhara that Sardar 
Angra. a close friend of Vl|sys Rale end e leeding light of the R$$, was reachad and the deal broached. 
fyiAOHU JAIN flew down to Gwalior to report on the pest and present of the Gwalior family. 


T l'rrv was dikv a liiiU* kinu 

Onm whiih pti a hil of 

if it'ai fKmt'i hiuJ diH* 

tfppcur«<J. Thv Bnrish p^tro. 
nh«d It wiih ii 2t pufl uluri’. 
aniS III ihv ftftnily k«ep it« AU B«b« 
type Items ind th« r^mhlina white 
ilKt Mrsight uut i)f a fulri' uTe buok. 
he kingdom hid a kindly king, a 
htfiutdul queen with 1 vouch of chans* 
mu und a lot of intensity, and four 
daughters—some with RapunieJ Iike 
locks. And a vun, whose birth after a 
long gap of male heirs was celebrated 
continuously for a weak even in the 
houses of the commoners in this 
kingdom. 

AW was as well as things could be in 
an intrigue ridden palace until the 
king died at the young age of 4S, For. 
waiving in the wings was the prover¬ 
bial nemesis: the nobleman oanned 
from the court by the king for his 
disobedience and hil less tban- 
discreet behaviour. This clever noble¬ 
man came from the family of dj wans to 
rhe king: in fact, he was a cousin of the 
king. He had a way wivh words and a 
mind stewed in centuries old courtly 
intrigue. The widowed queen was 
spellbound. Gradually, the nobienun 
look over; some say he g<ir the keys to 
the kinisdom. Sarda.r Angre was a man 
who would be kmg. He was 10 some a 
Cardinal Maaarin; brilliant and well- 
versed in >u8t about everything. And 
his enemies, of course, called him a 
Rasputin, with shades uf jgdu tona. 

And so the story travels, in hushed 
rones and in countless variations, 
through the corridors of this stately 
but crumbling palace, through some of 
the nobleman's equally Mately and 
crumbling houses to the nurrow streets 
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and alleys id (*wali»r, u vitv spraw ling 
at tile f<*vi id j magnifKeni 
nuwking reminder «f pa>l idnry and 
>reH*ni impntence Much haxihanged 
iMm the past, but nnv thing remains 
the same: the quest fur power. The 
crowns, costumes and customs might 
have disappeared, but the dramatic 
personae have only changed their 
garb. The politics ^ the court, the 
intrigues, are as old ei the fort. King- 
dom» are nvw defined in terms w 
political power. The number of MLAt 
and MPs in one camp (they are the 
incarnatiiHiv of the jugirduny, the cor¬ 
ridors uf intrigue have beeh transfer¬ 
red from palacev to As-vemblies: the 
wars have shifted to different battle¬ 
fields: election camfMigiis. 

Today. Rajmnta Vijaya Kaje Scin¬ 
dia, a member ^ <l)^ R^iy* Sabha. and 
Sardar Angre. 61. are on one side, with 
the Bharatiya Janata Party; the Ra- 
jmata is. in feet, its vice^resident. 
And Madhav Ra<i Scindia. 3$. is on the 
other side, with the GMitfeui I •. The 
wall-between mother and sun, grown 
much highnr since the split in late 
1979. is nut imly political, (jwabor 
gossip has it that the Sardar's hold on 
Vijaya Raje's politics, personal life 
and philosophy has alienated Idadhav 

Rae Scindia eren further. Tlie gap 
between the two seems unbreech Ale 
at the moment. 

In the 19S0 general elections. Vijaya 
Raje Scindia campaigned against her 
son in Shivpuri and in the Gwalior 
region. The son kept quiet (“No com* 
menis on anvihing persunal please*) 
and concentrated on bringing the Cun- 
gressili into the* traditional KSS .Iana 
Sangh stronghold, the Gwalior reuim 


lb mkim-HmI Mi.if M,it 24 the IS 
Ml.As ,•» rh.* H i:iMn ,ind ilow of the 
hull l/U.dioi ivgion MPs wtir rr<»m 
chi' longrrWii 

Most iwoplr Icel Ihiil wvty it imr lur 
Surdar Angre. ihc moihrr and sun 
would have ri-sti icted thrir tljffvr- 
eners tu things fioliiical. In fact, one 
tends to forget the fact that Vijyvu 
Raje Scindia was a member uf the 
Congress party until as Inte us ]%7. 
She WHS inducted into pnhtics by no 
other a pvrwMi thmi IMndti NAru. 
Many of the former princes were 
bniught min politics then because of 
their influmf ,md nmnev. and the 
country is Mill paving the price ul (hat 
mistake 

In 1967 a tiff with the then chief 
minister, the irawerful D. P. Mishra. 
led to her eKit from the Congress. 
Some say that the chief minister kept 
the Rajmata waiting when she had 
gone tn him with a complaint about a 
police firing on students Others say 
that Angre w'av l>«hind the split be¬ 
cause he was jralous of the rela¬ 
tionship uf umuber "sardar", Jhadav, 
with the Gwalior family Saruar Jha- 
day Congress MP, was a link between 
the pal.i' e and (he Cungrens party, and 
it is said thai Sardar Angre wanted to 
take his place, except that the link 
would be wiweeri the palace and (he 
Jana Sangh. 

Vijaya Raje, with her rhetoric and 
considerable charm, still has a hold in 
the urban areas nf the Gwalior region 
and some parts nf Madhya Bharat, 
whereas her sor's luild Is uuite firm in 
rhe rurul aieas Fetiple of the region 
frt*l thut in bin which i.s «i tradi- 
rnni ij Un * !-.«ni h mi'kisjIiuUI. ihoCon- 
gie.vtl I'« 11 s Mudhiiv Kao Scin- 




la. The S^gfiT bv>«beciiun is an uneasy 
rcnunder. 

Meanwhile, hock «t the palace, poli¬ 
tics Ilf a different sort cnnhnues There 
art* suiries of locks being opened, 
anriqiies being stolen, are^s being sea¬ 
led i)IF. And more serious, trust proper- 
cv being sold li>* the Rojmatu. who is 
chairman of most of the trusts iSardur 
Angre is a member of ijuite a few <if 
i hv (r UM s ax weJ 1 1 . V 11 oya R a i e Scindia 
dividos her riR>»> fviw'-<-n |)« Ihi and 
liwolinr. when shi ix nnirnig other 
arts of (he country. She lives in Ram 
lahal. an imposing hutiding which is 
on one side >of the Jm VJjs pafuce. 

The .lai Vilas puUce. miinaged hv a 
Must of which V^iayu Reie Scindu is 
I ho chairman, has four wmgs Modhav 
R«if> Scindia has renttnl onv uf the 

ivings from the tiust. In one corner of 
the paUce ct»miiounJ is ilelighiful 
little paldcv CHlied Mirunhvto. where 
Sard a I Angre lives, in .1 style which, 
some s.iy, liefits u kiriK “Kard^r Angre 
lives m regdi style You should sev hic 
otikv It IS much bigger than the 
Mahur4|’> This man was budlv off 
until hv c,ime to ihe p.ki.K'f," savs a 
palace insider Hiranhan however 
J<M»s not hi'long lu the truM: it con- 
luiih-N III he a part oi ihe iiniivd llindu 
t.iiniK piniiertv t oiiseipii nily. manv 
ot I he p,il,Kv Kisidei s lexonl ihe Kar 
drft's moving into this pa Iasi*, especidl 
Iv since hv hasliiMiwn im|ii>smK huuse 
in ihv citv 

Sumvtlimg vise has alsi. hven hafw 
peninu Ml ihv P'llticv Miiicring the 
prciihsiA, 1)11 hv hii. ,ir»* the organisa¬ 
tions run hv thy KSS Ihis wmier. the 
iowiH fuh o| the wing which houses 
the nahirv iiuisvum w,*s gisvn to the 
li.il Hh.ir.ifi In l.uiu.irc. miming 
i,iTn|ix oT I hi Hs.s V ig .ismasi wvrv 
held iiisiih- ihv pahiic ’Vousitufd see 
ihvir shorts hanging in ihv courivard.** 
said OIK' of thv visOnrs lo the palaie. 
Oil the hinges of ihv palace one can 
svv various portions that h.ivv bern 
vithvt rc’iilvd out or hven given tu 
various vduviirionai msritutions: the 
Sjiaswati Khishu M.indir. iho Sharda 
Mandir, ihc' Vidva Hh.ir.iii and a few 
more. Said om- nl the local puliticiaits. 
’ ll seems ihai Sardar .Aogre is trying 
to rran^fm ihv M ust piopvriv to puli- 
iical und religiom^ instituitnns hy es 
pluiting the reljpnus svntjmenti; of the 
Kdjmata." lire pvnpW of fiwalior seem 
to respect Vi jay a Raje; (hey believe 
dr’ll she U being misguided by her 
secretary, Sardar Angre. who is also 
said to have considerabJe influence 
over Vasundhara Raje, Vijaya Raje's 
daughter. 

What kind of u man i% ihe Sardar? 
Obviously, he is ,1 man who has 
Ivarned hi - h 's -u- < 1 h,«i >1 c wvl! and 
is not without certain powers ot per* 
suasion Perhaps, one of the keys tu 
understanding the nature uf the da|> 
per burdar (good cluiheti, good focM 
and good btyle) is his deep-ronted 
association with the RSS Sardar 
Angrv's father. Chandruji Angre 
(known as Simbhaii), vponsorviJ the 
Hindu Maha Sabha in (Jwalmi Nirdar 
Angre has also been activvlv asaoci< 
ared with it. Another fact nerf alwavs 


reneabered is that Vijaya ftaje Setn 
^a and Sardar Angre helped press 
beron Ram Nath Goenka get bis Rajya 
Sabha seat froa Madhya ^adesb in 

But the other mportanr factor in the 
composition of this fascinating person* 
age, Sardar Angre. a man wno has 
managed to remain away from the 
glare of publicity but might not con* 
iinulHo do so ortet the new manage 
tnent starts running .Scinvt. is his rvla- 
iionxhip with the Scindia family Some 
of the palace sources who have worked 
with both the eider and the younget 
Angre, say that the Aogre family 
vowed that they would rum the house 

The Angre 
family tree 

T he Si India Angre connection is 
nui a new unv. iheir family trees 
overlap at various points, although 
the reUtiunc keep changing down 
the line. 

The Sards r’s ancestors can he 
traced to Kanohji Angre. one uf thf 
naval chiefs of Shivaii. The Bar* 
liar's detractors refer to him as a 
Iwiganrl. a sea pirate But other 
|iet>ple consider him to he the Nel¬ 
son of the Indian seas whc» guarded 
thv waters <iff Rainagiri and Bum- 
hav Sahu Sahib. Shiva^Ts son. 
awarded Kanoh|i the V’lurTamava 
Snsakhel. 

It was Ishaji. Kanohji's liroihrr. 
w ho came 10 north India with Maha 
II Scindia in the Ifith centurv. The* 
Angres had I heir ragir in Alihagh in- 
Kolaba; thev still t»wn piopvrtv 
there. The connection date's from 
thfrse davs Isaji'x daughter. Maina 
Bai married Mahaji ^iridia. their 
son was Ilgulal Roo Scindia, 
Meanwhile. Isaji's sou. Mahadaji 
Rao's line continues to the present 
Angre Mahadaii Rao'x son Sam* 
bhaji Rao was given ihe title of 
Sawai Sirkhei by Jakoji Rao Scin* 
dia. The families got connected 
again in this century: the senior 
Madhatrao married Cajra Raje. 
who was the sister of tlw wife of 
Chandru Rao Angre, the present 
Angre’s father. 

Meanwhile, other sardors at the 
court—there were about nine- 
realised the supremacy of the 
Angles, and kept out of the picture. 
Th^e was only mse sardar wurking 
against the Angres: Sardar Jhadav. 
a former MR and Congress member 
whu was also related to thv Bern 
dias. One of his ancestors, Devrao 
Jhadav's sister's son. was in fact 
Jayau Rao Scindia—the present 
Madhav Rao's great-grandfather. 

The Marathas ware given titles, 
the Rajputs were given the >agirs; 
the former tvere considered ftshar* 
rr/gg and the MJiaM «^re eoosi 
dared rhokurs. latter had lost 
to the Scindias. 


ctf Scindia. '‘They used to say that they 
would haw the* palace ploughed by 
donkeys ** The reason for the'vow, if a 
vow there was, is that Madhav Rao 
I the grandfather of the present 
Madhav Rao 1 and architect of adoiinis- 
trative reforms in Gwalior state, re* 
mm’ed the Jogrrs and sardar/ from the 
Angres fur ptiur management. 

The Angrvx had. till then, been the 
d/wansof the Scindia family. Chandru* 
ii K»>. 1 he prv),fnt Sardar's father, was 
made the first hutoor {xecrvtaryl in 
1936. He was also made the political 
and finance minister of Gwalior state 
and remained so until the senior 
Madhav Ran banished him from the 
court and took away his jogirdari be* 
cause he tried to work against the 
sidle. 

It IS belivvvd ihat the senior Angre, 
whu played an important role during 
the regency of Jiwaji Ran (the present 
Madhav Rao's father), had declared 
(hat the young heir was not fit enough 
to be a king. "Sambhaji wanted to be 
made council of regency, he wanted 
the king to be made (he titular ruler," 
explain^ one elder cititen of ihe city. 
To achieve this end, Sumhhao. as'he 
was called, persuaded Gajra Raje, to 
whose sister he was married, not to let 
her son, Jiwaji Rau, become the coun* 
cil of regency. In fact, his letters to the 
Resident are supposed 10 have been 
seen by Rawar, (He army minister, who 
reported ii to ihe Maharaja. When 
Jiwaji came to power, he forbade the 
Angrei Trom entering the palace and 
yet another Angre yag/rdan was 
placed under the court of wards, 

Thv new Angre chapter in the Scin* 
dia hisiory begins m l%2, when the 

former Maharaja, Jiwaji Ran, died. 
The voung heir, (he present Madhav 
Rao, was sent tn England aftec his 
father’s death and remained there 
until 19611 He was called back after he 
gut hix degree at Oxford tu help hi$ 
muiher. He joined his mother's parry, 
the Jana 5angh,bui political aiffer 
ences began to appear in 1972. when 
Madhav Rao began to realise tho cx* 
tent of Sardar Angre's influence on his 
mcriher. The differences i>ccjmv more 
explicit during ihv Ivmergvncy. 

In 1977 Madhav Kao Iscindia xirxid 
fur ]a»k Sabha elvctions as an indepen¬ 
dent candidate, supported by the Cun* 

! :re«s. He joined ihe Congrressili in 
die IH79 This obviously did mil 
please his mother, and even less Sar* 
dar .' ngre. who tried to gel him hack 
to the Jana Sangh Since then relations 
have deteriorated further between 
mother and .sun. ilncidenially, muiher 
son relaciunship.v in the Scindiu family 
have seldum been good' in lh39, Tara 
Bai. Daulal Roo'x wife, did mrt want 
any powers lu go lu her sun. Jhankiji 
Rao Scindia. I 

Rani Mahal is now* bu;iring with 
different kinds of intrigues. It seems, 
from palace echoes, that things are 
beginning lo get strained lieiween Vi* 
jaya Raje's family—her sisier. Susha* 
ma Sini^. an MI.A from Karera. und 
her brofher, Dhyanendra Singh who 
Hood fur elections from Murar in 19fK) 
and lost—and Sardar Angre. V 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Truth About The 

Sanchaita Racket 


Millions were made and spirited away by Ihe promoters while gullible depositors fell victims 
to their greed for high interests. TOOSHAR PANDIT traces how the bubble grew and burst 
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Ofooijiv) tn iroai ot M/uAJjia 
pffiCt vktiOU Ol 


he idei was fatit nooied by 
lihan Lai Murarka. ■ htar 
wan trader, there was tbonesr 
to be eiade, be said, in chit 
futkds and owney circulation 
Kbemes Those who were alreedy io it 
were doinA boMiind business^ with 
mve ana inore people preferrini to 
invest their saving in then, thanks to 
the hi^er returns and lucrative priies 
that thev offered. Why nm sten a 
scheme like that? The venture in- 
volved very little iirrettnent and 
alAoet IV nsk. And once enough dc 
posits had cone, the re«t w«s easy: 
just rob Peter to pay Paul. *nte income 
generated limt deposits would, of 
coumvoccrue to the promoters of rhe 
scheme. And they would get rkh. 

It was as linple as that, rio wonder 
then that two of his acquaintances. 
Swapen. Kumar Cuba, a teller at the 
Calcetta office of the Reserve Rank of 
India (RBI), and Shambhu Prasad 
Mokheryee. owner of a chemist's shop, 
lapped up the proposal eagerly. They 
‘pooled a miserly Rs 7.000 and rented a 
mom in an old building on Vansittart 
Row. e narrow dingy uley in central 
Calcutta, to launch tneir first venture. 
SancNhe Sevings Scheme, in 1962. 
(Sanchha is not to be confused with 
Sanchaita. the latest company of these 
three promoters.) It was a modest 
effort, more in the nature of an experi¬ 
ment to find out if the idea would 
work. It did. 

The ifiiiial success encouraged the 
trio to start another scheme, the Anir- 
ban cbir hind, three years later, with 
its office located at tlw same premises 
fi^ where Sanchita operated. The 
going was great till the RBI appointed 
a audy group under James Raj In 197!* 
to find out if everything was ebove 
bofrd with the setups procnoting chit 
fund and money circulation schemes. 
The promoters of Sanchita and Anir 

ban pet the mrffigf. and immadiataly 
hired the best legal kweins to find out 
what theb future would be like. And 
they were told that' the future was 
bleu: the bubble was going to hurst 
aitd'b'crackdown'PP chit turwls and 
WRe«es w^vit 

eriee, Cuba ud Murarka 
Ifhf to leave thtlr golden 
idr * W hat was the way out * 
iHfJ'fihy’te httilness even 



after the anticipated crackdown? 
Again, their legal experts came out 
with a perfect solution: start a new 
company which would have nothing to 
do either with the prise chits or with 
money circulation schemas. And so 
Sanchaita investments, the most suc¬ 
cessful of their three ventures, was 
launched on 1 July 197S. It was reg¬ 
istered as a partnership firm conduct¬ 
ing business as Imanciers and inves¬ 
tors. This entitled it to accept deposits 
from and advance jqans.tti the public. 

when the axe finally'lelJ after Par¬ 
liament passed an acr in 1976 banning 
the operation of i hit funds and money 
circulation schemes of a certain na 
ture. Sonchaita Investments was not 
affected. Nor was ii among 113 orga* 
nisations running chit funds and 
money circulation schemes in the state 
on whom the West Bengal government 
served nntices on 2S Sepiemlier 1960. 
the day after the Supreme Court had 
given its verdict upholding the validity 
of the Act, asking them to wind up 
their huMMSs by the yearend. The 
reason: the firm did not c<»me under 
the purview of the act althuugh San¬ 
chita and Antrban chit fund, the two 
other ventures run by the same s^^iip 
of people, did. Sanchita and Amrban 
went c»ui of business. But hv that time 
most fd their deposits had been trans¬ 
ferred 10 Sanchaita Inve.srmenis. 

Sanchaita Investments was also bol¬ 
der by now. So much so that in an 
advertisement appearing in TTre Nm- 
du the promoters even claimed that 
their OMraiiuns had the apprtwa) uf 
the RBI Not that they needed to 
-advertise. For much of their deposits 
they relied on a closely knit and care¬ 
fully screened group of about 100 
agents who were free to work as they 
llxed. They could appoint sub-agents 
of iheir choice. The agents included 
employees of Indian Airlines (includ¬ 
ing seniui officials), nationalised 
banks (including managers). Life In¬ 
surance Corporation, the incnme-tax 
department, the sales tax departaieni. 
the police, and the accountant gener¬ 
al*! office. Tbe promoters coula also 
recruit the relatives of important and 
influential persons to work for them. 
The network was extensive and well- 
selected. and could bring in deposits 
even from those people wbe would 
have otherwise felt shy about Invest- 
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inc their bmmmt in rach hand*. 

Tht rewards tor bnnsiiif ia deposits 
were also ku^. An afent receivM 12 
per cent o( the deposits he secured, 
and eotild claim the commission before 
pieciM the collecnon with the promo* 
ters. To the sub-aients they normally 
paid half a per ceot of the depodti 
that they brou^t in. as commission. 
Not surprisingly, therefore, many of 
(he agents now own cars and apart* 
merits. Many others have started their 
own businesses. 

But it is the bait which was BMtt 
tempting The imerms that Sencheiie 
offered on deposits was unbelievably 
hieh-^lmo$( too good to be true. They 
ofiered 48 per cen( a year as interest, 
which meant that a depositor would 
get beck his whole investment in just 
about two yeecs, and bve off the fat 
profits later. Other services included 
reaching the intereit to every indi* 
viduel oepofitor at tui residence every 
month. No wonder hundreds of ordin* 
ary middU'Class paople withdrew 
their sivinp from banks, provident 
funds and insurance policies to invest 
them in Sanchaita. 

The firm also offered a convenient 
avenue for stashing away blech 
money. Those who earned more money 
than they could account for invested 
heavily with Sanchaita. For one thing, 
they could secure loans against their 
investments which, of course, were in 
white money. Investigations have re¬ 
vealed that of about Rt 7i cru ets 
depusiied with Sanchaita during its 
five years of existence only about Rs 
11 crures came from about 10.000 
depnsiturs whose deposits w e re less 
than Rs 10,000 The rest of the de* 
posits or alleast a major part of it. 
obviously. wa» made up of black 
money. The investors ranged from 
gang&ler^ and smugglers to politiciens. 
film mekers and sportsmen. 

The most intiiguing question, 
however, Is: how could Sanchaita offer 
such a fabulous interest and vet make 
profits? Accurding to one calculation, 
unless its investments fetched 100 per 
cent returns the firm would have bwn 
out of business long ago. The money 
went to a variety of outlets: (o short¬ 
term loan ^erlu io the commodities 
markets, to film producers and distri¬ 
butors. to businessmen desperately in 
need of cash, to the production of blue 
films, to buy real estate. But none of 
these investments was likely to fetch 
100 per cent returns. In fact the docu* 
ments seized from the offices and the 
houses of the Sanchaita partners re* 
veal that the firm advanced loans for 
an interest ranging between IS and IB 
per cent, hven assuming that the docu¬ 
ments did not present the actual na¬ 
ture of transaction one is led to the 
conclusion that the firm must be in¬ 
vesting in highnsk ventures where 
returns were much higher. Even then 
the firm could keep going only if ii 
paid interests out of the fresh deposits 
that it secured. It could only be safe as 
long as all the depoeiters did not ask 
for their money back at tiU same tine, 
and fmh deposits continued to flow 
in. 



(iHkp thf mini 

D ubious operatsons must preserve 
their secrets to survive. San* 
chalta ‘1 book keeping was asoetly ia 
codes in laeU esertiie books. The 
ageets weat by code numbers. Trans* 
eaioAS in lakhs of rupees were con- 
duaed 00 set all sUps of a scrap book. 
The depoeitors remained aonoymous, 
and only the agents and the promoters 
knew their identity Amounts running 
into crores changed hands on the 
strength of small chits. Evidently the 
promoters of Sanchaita were not run* 
ning the business the way one would 
normally expect it to be run. 

The first doubt was cast by Mr R. t>* 
Rodngues. a Rajya Sabha member, 
when he wrote a letter to then deputy 
prime minister Charan Singh in July 
1979 asking him to ewder a prube into 
the affairs of Sanchaita. In October 
1980, Dr Asbeke Mitra. the West Ben* 
gal finance oiinisler, made an identic* 
4l request to union finance minister R. 
Venkaiaraman. But the centre 
pleaded its helplessaess on ^ ground 
that Sanchaiia's share capital was lew 
than Rs 100,000 and that the RBI had 
no statutory control over it. Dr Mitra, 
nevertheless, docided to go ahead on 
own and 


his 


ordered the Bureau of 


Investigation under his niniatry to 
begin its enquiry. 

Iliis offered promoters of San- 
chaita the breaihtag space that (hey 
desperately n eeded. Ever since the 
West Bcn^ govemmwt had asked 
(be organtsatioiu running chit funds 
and money circulatim schemes in the 
State to close down. Sanchaita was 
having a tough time* $anchaita*s pt*m- 
oters and agents were finding it in¬ 
creasingly dmicuh to convince their 
depositors that there was nothing 
wrong with the organisation and that 
the bw ordered by the ^vemreeni 
did not affect it. The deposits stopped 
cowing while defwsliors queued up in 
front of Sanchaita's office demanding 
their money back. Between October 
and 13 December 1980. the day the 
Bureau of Investigation UunchH its 
enquiries, the promoters wijht^qw ab 
out Rs 10 crores (o pay up d^si 
tors. If things bed coniiouM like this 
Sanchaita w^d have gone benkrupt 

Inadvertently, the Wwt Mngal gov* 
enunent gave Mftcbaiu a leiM of life. 
In count of iu enquiries the,Buwu of 


laveetigatioo raided Sanchaita's office 
and a number of ocher places and 
teiaed heaps of papers and documents. 
And that gave the excuse to the prom¬ 
oters of SMcbaiia for turning away the 
depositors demanding (heir deposits 
back. The promoters were, of course, 
ready to face the onslaught. They 
knew that it was coming ^ey had 
been siphoning off the deposits either 
to their own accounts or to some 
fictitious occounis {or quite some time. 
They were buying up properties in 
different cities un&r difUrent names. 
They had already divrried big chunks 
of deposits to promote new financial 
companies in distant Delhi. They had 
taken out fat insurance policies for 
(heBselves. their relatives and 
friends. Even before the investixations 
started the promoters had completed 
the (alhbaCK arrangements. 

There can be no doubt that the 
promoters of Sanchaita could nut have 
run the hrm the way they did without 
patronage from influential d/ ijile. 
ihere are people who are coi, iced 
that among their patrons was u union 
cabinet minister. That may ni«r be 
true. But a number of central K"vern* 
ment agencies who could hevo inter* 
vened in the matter curiuuslv did not. 
For example, the RBI could have 
forced the firm to file rviurns with it 
detailing the purpose and period (or 
whkh and the rates of interest and 
other conditions on whuh Sanchaita 
was receiving the deposits It did not. 
Again, the RBI was within ns rights to 
frame rules for regulating such finan* 
cial activities Why did it not do ihis^ 
Could it be because a largo number of 
Reserve Bank of India employees were 
deeply involved in the organimiion 
either as depositors or as agents? 

Tbc income-tax directorate m Cal* 
cutta alM appears to have taken a soft 
attitude towards Sanchaita. The firm 
had not filed income-tax returns since 
June 1977. The income-tax depari- 
■eni. which is normally agUe and 
active against such infringements, 
somehow felt that Sanchaita deNorved 
lenient treatment and that waii why it 
had been sitting on its files for all 
cheee years. Even a nanunaiiied hunk 
connived with the promorcts of San* 
chaiia to let them open and operate 
fictitious accounts with ir. Two ficti¬ 
tious accounts were discovered m the 
branches of Syndicaie Bank in Calcut¬ 
ta *nd Bombay and one nt the account 
holders was introduced by the hank 
manager himself! The CiiUulta 
account ran into Rs 28 crores. Could 
this be done witb4iut the connivance of 
the bank authorities? In thi« context 
the suspicion that the Cungressilt re¬ 
ceived generous donations trom the 
promoters of Sanchaita during the 
1980 elKiions makes som«- smse 

The whole thing snnks Bui the 
tragedy is this ihai the pionioitTs of 
Sanchaita can get away telativeU vosi. 
ly. Hiey can plead insnlvenis and 
disown Iheir liahilities So far the 
Bureau of InvvsiigatMUi has liven able 
10 trace lust about R» 12 lakhs tn them. 
Most of the money H-ems to have 
disappeared and in all probability will 
never be traced. 


Fortune was mside 
in black moneV 

On 2 Februafy 1982, a three-rT>embef division bench of the Supreme 
Court, while dismissing the West Bengal government's case against 
Stinchaita Investments on technical grounds, agreed that not all of the 
firm's activities were above board. Even the firm's counsellor Ashok 
Sen wanted the court to decide the case on the assumption that the 
firm was paying exorbitant interests from unaccounted money. The 
Chief lustice Y. V. Chandrachud in his judgement placed the onus of 
bringing the firm to book on the central government. Excerpts: 
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Jusnet y. V. Ch»ndr$cftud 


M y lean^ed brother A. N. 

Sen hi» deiti fully with 
the various points argued 
before ui. i a^ee retpect 
(ulty with his judfneQi. 
hui desire to eod a few words in vi«w 
of rhe importance which (his mutter 
*hes acquired by reason of (he immense 
circulation of 'black money* dearly 
and almost concededly involved in the 
affairs of (he firm which is facin| a 
prosecution. 

These appeals by special leave arise 
out of the judgment dated S March 
19S1 of a learned sintle judhe of the 
Calcutta Hifth Court in Matters Nov 
2829 of' 1980 and 37 of 1981. The 
appeals are. in subitunce, by the state 
of West Elengal while the contesting 
respondents are a firm called *San* 
chaita Investments' and its three pan- 
ners. Swupan Kumar Guha, Sambhu 
Prasad Mukherjee and Beharilal 
Mururka. The two matters in the Cat* 
emta High Court were in the nature of 
writ petitions under Article 228 of the 
Const itution which were filed by the 
firm and its partners for quashing an 
investigation commenced against .the 
firm. Allowing the writ petitionSi (he 
High Court issued a writ of mandamus 
directing rhe state govemment and its 
concerned officers to '^forthwith re¬ 
call, cancel and withdraw the First 
Information Report...and all proceed* 

S gs taken on the basis thereof.*’since 
e searches, seiaures and arrests 
made in pursuance of the said FIR are. 
according to the High Court, illegal 
and without jurisdiction. 

The short question for consideration 
in these appeals by special leave is 
whether the FIR li^ed by the com¬ 
mercial tai officer, bureau of inees- 
(igation. against the firm and its part¬ 
ners discloses an offence under Sec¬ 
tion 3 of **The Priae Chits and Money 
Circulation Scbeoies (Banning) Act.* 
43 of 1978. The Act. which was pass^ 
by the Parliament, came into force on 
13 December 1978 and the two years' 
^riod allowed by Section 12 for wind- 

M every kind of business relating 
4 Chits and Money Circulation 
Schemes expired on 12 December 
1989. 


The question as to whether the first 
information report prime facie div 
closes an offence under Section 4 read 
with Section 3 of the Act hav to be 
decided in the light of these require¬ 
ments of Section 2(i I of the Act. 1 have 
already reproduced rn esrrentn the 
FIR lodged hy the commercial tax 
officer, bureau of invesiigation Ana 
lysing It carefully, and even liberally. 
II makes ihe following allegait^tir 
againvt (he Firm 'Sanchaita Invest 
mentv and ns three partners: 

• 1 1 The firm had been offering fabukiui 
iniefe\l-(n 41'*. per annum to it« 
memherv. which rate ot interest 
was laivr reduced to ^6*- per 
annum. . 

(2l Such high rate iif mierevt was being 
paid even ibtnjgh the loun certifi- 
caie receipts wow (hat interest 
was liable l<i he paid at the rate of 
12 *. pel annum imlv. and 
uti The (aci ihai inlrieM was paid in 
eiicessiif 12*. shows clearlv that a 
’Mimes* Ciriulaiiun Si heme* wai 
bi*ing pt'ifixHrd ami iimduiled 
lie tW making i»f uuKk or easy 
miioev 

It seems to me impiissihle tn hold on 
ilie basis of these allegations (hat any 
offence can he gaid to be made nut 
pritM (A’le under Spetion 1 of (he Act. 
In the first place, (he HR does not 
allege, directly or indirectly, that the 
firm was promoting or conducting a 
scheme for the making of quick or 
easy money, dependent on any erent 
or connngencv reletivt et appiicab/e 
ro the eniolmtnt of members into rhe 
Mheoie. Secondly, the FIR does not 
contain any allegation whatsoever that 
persons who advanced or deposited 
their moneys with (he firm were parti¬ 
cipants of a scheme fw the making of 
quick or easy money, depenJent upon 
anv .tucb event or contingency. The 
Fib bears on its face the stamp of 
hurry and want of care. Ii seems to 
assume, what was arguf d before us by 
Shri Som Nath Chaiie^ee on behalf nf 
the prosecution, that it is enough for 

>h|»WWH»q«g^t»®n Ht) le ‘how 

I ha 1 IS promoting or con¬ 
ducting a vheme fur the making of 
guaak orftfacy money, an aasumption 
which I have shown lo be fallaciou.%. 
An essential i ngredient of Section 2lci 
innrTRretffbfB'fbr making quick or 


easy money must he* dependent un any 
event or contingency relative or ap¬ 
plicable to (he enrolment of members 
into the scheme. A first infurmaiion 
repiirt which does nor allege or dis¬ 
close that the essential reqiiiremems 
or the penal pruvision are prime fecte 
saiisfi^. cannot form the foundation 
or cnnsiiiute the starting m^ini of a 
lawful invesdxaiKin. 

In answer to the writ petitions filed 
bv the accused m the Oakutta High 
Court, affidavits were filed on liehalf 
of the prnwi’utmg agency, which do 
not improve mativrs m ariv wav The 
affidavit fded by Arun Kunti Roy, 
deputy secretary, finance department, 
governmeni uf West Bengal, alleges 
that' 

III The actual pavmeni ni a verv high 
rale nf iniecesi againsi (he profvs 
sed rate of 12 '.. aiiractcr huge 
amouniN nf idU- m<mc>v into circula- 
iiofi: 

tin The invecimc-iu o| monoy as col 
liHit'il IS mH under (hr regulatory 
i-onitid of I III- Kcscivv Elaok of 
India or any other ngcncv of ihe 
Slate dealing with credit conirol in 
relalion to the mm miry's economy; 
Uhl The p<Hilingul (hi- purchnsing pinv- 
4-r and the finaniial resources and 
ihr unfettered depiovmeni thereof 
have rvNuUed in the cemrentration 
of iremeodous uconomic power in 
I he hands of a few, posing a poten¬ 
tial threat lo the equilibrium of rhe 
aiun try's economy; 

IIVI The entire process is speculative m 
nature and direcied cowards furing 
away rhe investing public to the- 
speculative market fur making 
quick and easy money; 

(vt the very basis of iKe so-called 
contractual arrangement between 
the firm and ns depositors is found¬ 
ed on the fraudulent device to 
aN»uru (o (he people a high rate uf 
interest, t he maiur ponton of vHiich 
IS pdid through unaccounted for 
muncy. there^ encouraging the 
growth of such unaccount^ money 
in the hands nf ihe investing 
public; 

tvi) The professed rate of iniereu is a 
mere subterfuge to provide a cloak 
of hoiw (tdei and legality to the 
underhand transactions, through 
whuh unaccounted fur money com¬ 
es into play in the market, generat- 




inf farihc'r untccounied for 
money, a pan whereof goes bach to 
ihe depo^iiors in the form of the 
balance of interest over 12% pa)d 
in cash, month by month; 

(viif The firm did nut have enuofh 
income or resources so a^ Ih be 
able‘tv pay mieresc at * such hiKb 
rates. 

tviii) The irresistible cnndufion. there- 
fore« Is thai interest waa being paid 
mil irf the capital itself; 
til) "The depositor becooies a member 
of the investment scheme of the 
firm by subKrihiog lu ii and the 
payment of the auich and easy 
money by way ut high rate <4 
interest is dependent upon the 
period nf investment and/or efflua 
nf lime which are very much rela 
live and/or applicable to the mem 
benhip of the depositors of the 
scheme to which the depositor 
agrees to subscribe"; and 
(a) In (he process of its working, the 
scheme of the firm generates quick 
and easv money mi as to render 
such scheme or arrangement a 
'money circulatbm scheme' withm 
|he meaning uf ihe Aci 
The assistant cemimissinner of police 
Shri Sunil Kumar Chakravarty hav 
adopted iheMr pleas and ai siatementN 
in his own affidavit. 

It IS clear from these averments that 
even ut the stage yvhen the state uf 
West Ben^l and ii«concerned officers 
submilted detailed affidavits to the 
High Court, there.wus nu cfcar liasis 
for alleging and no materia! was dis 
c I used to show that, prim** fes te. ihv 
firm w.is promoting nc conducting a 
.scheme for making quick or easy 
money which was dependent upon an 
event or contingency relative ur ap¬ 
plicable IV the enroltneni of members 
into that scheme. The burden uf the 
state's song is that the scheme con 
dueled by the accused generates black 
money and will paralyse the economy 
of the couiiuy. these are serious mat¬ 
ters indeed and it is unquesiiunahle 
that a private party cannot be permit¬ 
ted to issue bearer bunds by the back 
dour. The fact that the accused are 
induIgitiK in an economic activity 
which is highly detrimental to national 
interests is a matter which must en¬ 
gage the prompt and serious attention 
of the state and central governments. 
8ut the narrow question for our con¬ 
sideration IS whether on rhe basis of 
the allegariuns made against the ac¬ 
cused. there is reason to suspect that 
they are guilty of an offence under 
Secliun 4 read with Sections 3 and 2(0 
of the Act. The allegation which we 
have reproduced in Clause (ix) above 
from the affidavit of Arun Kanti Roy is 
the nearest that can be considered 
relevant for the purposes of Section 

2(c) of the Act. But even that allega 
lion does not meet the requiremeni of 
that section smee. whet it says is that 
"the payment of quick and easy money 
by wav of high rate of interest is 
dependent upon the period of invest¬ 
ment and/or efflux of time which are 
very much relative and/or applicable 
to the menberihip of the depositors of 
the Kheme lo which the deMsitor 
igreet to lubicribg.” This ia too 


There is H qwstim tbet fills 
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tenuous ti» show that the scheme is 
dependent upon an event »r ciinting- 
ency of the deuriptlun meniuincd in 
Section 2icl. apart from the fact that 
the only participation which is alleged 
as against the depAsiiors is ihac they 
become memheis nf the "investment 
scheme" by subscribing to it. There is 
no allegation even in any of the affida 
vits fiM on hehall uf the State of West 
Bengal and ns concerned officers that 
the depiisiiors and the promoters are 
anlmalc^d by a cummuniiy of interest 
in rhe matter of the scheme being 
dependent upon anv event nr coming 
ency ndative or applicable to the en¬ 
rolment of members into it. That being 
an essential ingredient of the offence 
charged, ir cannot he said in the abs¬ 
ence uf any allegation whatsoever in 
that Iwhalf. that there is "reason to 
suspect" the commission of that off¬ 
ence within the meaning of Section 
1 r»7 of t he Code of Crim inal Proc ed ure. 
VI as io justify the investigation under¬ 
taken Iw the Slate autimities. 

Por these reasons. whKh. frankly, 
are nii different from those given ^ 
my learned’brother A.N. Sen. I am nf 
the opinion that the investigatiun 
which has been commenced upon the 
first information report is without 
lurisdiciion and must, therefore, be 
Quashed. 1 do Kcnrdingly and direct 
that no further investigation shall take 
place in pursuance or on the basis uf 
the KIR dated 13 December 1980 
lodged the commercial lax ufficer. 
bureau nr investigation, with the depti 
IV superintendent of police, bureau uf 
investigation. Madan Street, Calcutta. 

I am free to confess that it is with 
considerable regret that I hove come 
to the cnnclusion that the investiga¬ 
tion musf be quashed. If the state 
authorities had applied iheir mind 
carefully to the requirements nf Sec¬ 
liun 2|c>of the Act. this appeal might 
have hod a different story to tell, the 
bare outlines of whKh I must now 
priKeed to narrate. 

T he firm 'Sanchaita Investments' 
commenced its business on 1 July 
)97S. Its three partners contributing a 
total capital of Rs 7,000 (Rupees seven 
thousand). On 25 Dec'ember 1976 an 
adverti^emeni appeared in the ifuidw 

in the name of the firm, claiming 


Facts filtdcsc a bizarre itata 
•t alMrt. A MaxeapMol Rt 
7,111 has bcfcttN a veaM •( 
creres •( news wHbla a spaa 
■tllNicars. 


IuImTs thdi ii> biislrii’ss uas "upproviHl 
l)s the RuMTie Bunk uf ftidiu.'* Since 
(he U’pr(-M.’mjti<>n was likelv to nus- 
li-jd the puhlK, the Reserve Bunk 
udstsL’J the iinn ii- Muv 1979 to issue a 
smtuliU* loirigendHm. ^shich the firm 
dill 

On U July 1979. Shri Rudolph L 
Rodrigues, u Member ul ihe Lok 
Sulihd. wrote d cunfidentiul letter to 
Shri LTuiiari Singh, the then deputy 
Prime Minisicr. compluming that the 
business nf the firm was "a cover-up 
fur a pdralk’l banking system fur black 
money," A copy ishri Rodrigus* 
letter wus forwarded by the director, 
departmuni uf economic affairs, minis 
try of finance, to the chief officer, 
deparimeni of non-banking com¬ 
panies. Reserve Bunk of InJiH, Calcut¬ 
ta. for inquiry. By his letter dated 7. 
August 1979 the chief officer pointed 
out the difficulty in directing inves¬ 
tigation into the affairs of the firm 
since, its capital being less than Rs one 
Jakh, It did not come within the defini- 
tiun of a nun-hanking institution as 
provided in Section 54 (c) of the Re¬ 
serve Hank of India Act. 19.34, Un 
September 1.3,196(1 the deputy secret¬ 
ary. finance depanment. government 
of Weei Bengal, wrote a letter tu the 
chief ufficer requesting him to ex¬ 
amine the question whether rhe buiii 
ne^s of the firm came within the 
purview of (he Prire Chits and Money 
Circulation Schemes (Banning) Act. 
t97H and if not. under which Act the 
affairs of ihv firm could be regulnied. 
On 1 October 1960, Shri Ashuk Mitra, 
finance minister for the stale of West 
Bengal, wrote a letter lu Shri Venk- 
Mtaraman. finance minister lu the gov¬ 
ernment uf India, compliining that rhe 
firm was involved in high-risk invest¬ 
ments and that large amounts of pub¬ 
lic moneys were kept in deposit with 
the firm, which were nut subjected lu 
anv regulatory cunirol. The letter of 
Shri Ashuk Mitra appears to have been 
handed over informally to Dr K.S. 
Krishnnswamy, deputy governor of the 
Reserve Bank, vrho. bv his reply dated 
22 October 196U, informed Shri Mitra 
that the legal department of the Re 
serve Bank was of (he opinion that the 
mere acceptance of loans by the firm 
would not ordinarily he covered by the 
prire chits and Money Circulation 
Schemes (Banning) Act, 1978, There 
was further correspondence on the 
subject between the authorities of the 
gvvernment nf India and the State 
Govvrnmeni. but nothing came out uf 
it. 

T he Act came into force on 13 D^^ 
cumber I97h and immediately on 
the expiry of the two years' perirm nf 
grace allowed by it. (he KIR vva» 
lodged against the firm on 13 Decem¬ 
ber 1980. On that day. (be office of the 
firm ul S4>. Kancy Lane, Calcutta, wo* 
searched by the police, during the 
course of which a sum of Rs 42.16,!i30 
(Rupees forty two lakhs, sixteen 
thousand, five hundred and thirty) was 
recovered. The amount was tied in 
separate bundles of notes of different 
denominations. Several books ol 
accounts were also sailed during the 
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’On t])c Moie ^ce, tetrch w«s 
cirned out it tbi midMcc of Shambu 
Proiad Mukh«rjM. a panncr uf the 
firm, when the loltowing inkles were 
seked: 

(1) passbixiii of SyndwHie Bank. 
Gariaaai Branch, Cakurto. in the 
name nf '‘Apeer Ave TuAn" 9. Rnyd 
Street. Cakutta-17. (The account wan 
in a fictiiioufl name and the paasbmik 
shows that ■ bum of Rs Tweniy-eieht 
crores wae lying in credit in inat 
acun»ni.) 

<2) A sum uf Rs 9,9S.000 (Rs nine lakhs 
ninety-five thousand) tied in sepa 
rate bundles of notes uf the de¬ 
nomination of Rs 100 and 5(1. 
ll) A country made six^hamber revul 
ver, wnh one bullet inside. 

From the house of another partner. 
Bihurilnl Murarka, certain account 
books ware seised. 

Elnring the course of investigation 
until 8 January 1981 when it was 
stopped hy an order of rhit Court, as 
many as eighty places were searched 
by the police and a large number iif 
dtKuments were setsed. It is apparent 
from ihe«a diKumants that the firm 
Wiis paying to its dapositnri tnieresr at 
the rate of 4d per cent up in Septem- 
her, 1979 and .46 per cent thereafter 
lur a short |>ericN] The interest was 
paid lo each depositor every month by 
ihe agents who called on each depoao 
lor perv»nally for that purpttse. The 
iitierest in excess uf 12 per cent was 
invariably paid in cash. The oncoming 
elections to legislative bodies in 1980 
appear to have led to reduction in the 
rate of mternt. since the firm's circu¬ 
lating capital was needed by ''political 
parlies." Which parties. I do not know, 
hni this much is fairly certain from the 
facts which have emerged before vs 
that the funds available to the firm 
werg diverted frequently for the use nf 
political parties. 

Certain lists of agents were m 'ed 
during the investigation which : .ow 
that code numbers were assigned to at 
least 84 of them. The agents have 
acquired large properties at variotK 
places, consisting of lands, apart 
raents, cars etc. Some of the agents 
have started new business activities. 


A staggering revelation which came 
10 light as a result of the searches 
at the office of the firm is ihaf. as of 1 
September 1980, the firm was bolding 
deposits to the tune of Rs 73,5143.500 
(Rupees seventy-three crores. fifty- 
one lakhs, twenty*thTee thousand and 
five hundred), these deposits ware 
received by the firm from persons 
drawn from all parts of (ha country, 
the pride of place belonging to Calcut 

m, Bombay, Delhi, Madras and Hyder¬ 
abad. Remittances also appear to have 
been received by the firm from over¬ 
seas clients. A campUalion prepared 
by the state authorities m pursuance 
of an interim order passed by this 
Court shows that the total amount of 
deposits made by persons who had 
deposited i sum of Rs 10.000 or less 
each crimes td Rs 11,49,40.950 (Rupees 
eleven crores, forty-nine lakhs, forty- 
thousand, nine hundred and fifty). 
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The documents relating to the 
account in the fictitious name of 
"Apear Ave Toon* show that a person 
alleged to hear that name was inrrv- 
ducetf to the Syndicate Bank. Cahahat 
Branch, Calcutta, by the firm's partner 
Sambhu Procad Mukherjee. Tne pass¬ 
book rehiing to the account {current 
account No. 210) shows that the 
account was open^ with a cash de¬ 
posit of Rs. 28 lekhs. A total sum of 
Rupees twenty seven crores. ninety 
seven lakhs ei|dtty-six thousand ana 
odd was deposited in that account 
until 6 December. 1980. all deposits 
being in cash. Such cash deposits 
varied often between (Rs) SO to 80 
lakhs at a time. The amount of nearly 
Rs 28 crores was withdrawn from the 
account steadilv from 11 November. 
1980 The account was closed on 8 
December. 1980, that it. a week before 
the hTR was lodged on 13 December. 
1980. Some of the entries in the pass- 
hook do not tally with the bank's 
ledger 

A study of current account No. S-S02 
in the name of the firm with the 
United Bank of India, High Court 
Branch, Calcutta, shows that the firm 
had invested several lakhs of rupees in 
various omserns numbering about for 
ly. Lakhs of rupees have bem transfer¬ 
red by the firm to various concerns. 

DiHuments seised from the office 
premises of the firm show that the 
partners and their family members are 
insured whh (he, LlC in heavy 
amnunis They have acquired large 
properties, parikularly in Bombay. 

S^eraJ offices and concerns in Bw- 
bay were searched by the p^ke and 
inirresting discoveries were made. 
Their magnitude and variety are toe 
larM for the scope of this judgiDent. t 
will close this narrative by saying that 
(he income-tax returns of ShamMiu 
Prosad Mukherjee reveal that he had 
shown a sum of Rs 8,00.000 as prises 
received from Delhi Lotteries in 1979 
and that the firm has not filed any 
income-tax return after the fiaanclal 
year ending 30 June. 1977. It had 
asked for an euension of time on the 
mund that its accounts were not 
finalised but the department rejected 
that prayer on 9 December, 1980. 
What further indulgence they have 
managed cleverly to secure is not yet 

known 

These facts disclose a bixxare state 
of affairs. A token capital of Rs 7,000 
has begotten a wealth of crores uf 
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flm Is a fictttiwt MlN fell a 
san it Rs 2t cram ii a 


rupees within a span of five yearn. A 
bau account opened by the firm in a 
fictihous name had a sum of Rs iwen- 
iy<ight erriras in it. which was with¬ 
drawn within 4 week before the lodg¬ 
ing of (he KIR. Interest was being paid 
to depositurs xi the incredible rate of 
48 per cent per annum The firm had 
no ostensible source of income from 
vrhich such exorbitant amuunis couJd 
Be paid and its account books, such as 
were seised from its headtKfice, mve 
no clue to its income or its assets. The 
partrient of the firm have become 
millionaires overnight. Clerks and 
chemists that ihev and some uf their 
agents were in 1975, today th^ own 
properties which will put a prince tu 
shame "Rags to riches" is how one 
mav justly describe this story uf quick 
and easy enrichment. There is no ques¬ 
tion that (his vast wealth has been 
acquired by the firm by generating 
and circulating black money Indeed, 
rightly did Shri Ashiik Sen appearing 
for ihe firm, ask us to be free to 
proceed on the assumption that t)ie 
exorbitant amount of interest was 
being paid from uut uf unaccuunted 
money. 

In these circumstance^, though 1 see 
no alternative save tu slop all further 
investigation on the basis of (hu KIR as 
laid, no uffence being disrlnsed by it 
under Sectinn 4 of the Act, 1 am unable 
tv accept the cunteniion of Shri Ashuk 
Sen that all documeitis, books, papers 
and ca>h seised hO far during the 
investigation should be returned to 
Ihe firm and its partners forthwith. 
The firm appears tu lie on the brink of 
on economic crisis, as any scheme of 
this nature is eventually bound to be. 
Considering the manner in which the 
firm has manipuluied its accounts and 
its affairs, I have no dnubt that it will 
secret the large funds and destroy the 
inoimiruiting documents if they are 
returned to it. The state government, 
the central government and (he Re¬ 
serve Bank m India must be given a 
reasonable nppurtunity to see if it is 
possible, under the law. to institute an 
inquiry into the affairs of the firm and. 
in the meanwhile, to regulate its 
affairs. 1 consider such a step essential 
in the interests of countle.ss small 
depositors who. otherwise, will be 
ruined by being deprived uf then life's 
savings. The big olackmoney bosses 
will nke any lass withm their stride 
but the small mun must receive (he 
prmection of the state, which must see 
to it rhai the small depositors are paid 
beck tbeir deposits with the agreed 
interest as quickly as possible, I there¬ 
fore direct that tfie documents, books, 
papers, cash and other articles seised 

during (be iirvestigalion shall be <e- 

ternea by the police in their custody 
for a penud of two months from today 
and will be returned, on the expiry of 
(hat period, to persons from whom 
they were seised, subject to any lawful 
direction^ which may be given or 
obtained in the meanwhile regarding 
thair custody and return. 

With this modification, I uree re- 
SMtfully with brother A. N. Sen that 
the appeals be dismissed 
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CONVERSATION 


'Israel wants to annex 
South Lebanon' 


lbfahim-el-Sou$,(he PLO representative in Pans, spoke to 
Madhu Jain in his heav/fy guarded office 


U took 26 tflepfumt calh Murt tho 

pmnrdropped. “Who tn fou?" “Who 
$ontyou?^ “Colt bock in holfan iiour." 

0110 Aour ” "C«// bock tomorrow, “ 
Aod so it went im. endlessty. Mr thro- 
hitB’Ol Sous. the Port* representatiwe 
od the PolestiuuD Liberation Orgo- 
nustion (PLOt, was an unwilUnti inter- 
rioatee and i very cautious moo He 
had good reasons to he. His three 
predece.sson in Paris had alt been 
retted by assassin's fhe last 

one, Mr Kalak. was murdered in 197$ 
when Mr Sous wa\ the PLO repre- 
Mntattve or VSSSCO. 

And so, I finally got an inter- 
riew after repeatedly stressiiu India % 
oOiKfsrenr support of the PLO, the 
aecurity check was as stringent as 
tAoiw conducted in airpot rs these days. 
The cTrice was in one of tht>ie quaint, 
dolt's house buildings fthe enure 
building belong^ to ihemi The cur 
tains were drawn across, the heavy 
front door was shut. A ^Jtetman was 
posted at one end of tni' iinposM* on 
wArcA rAr hnilding was tiKaied. -9s 
soon as the bell w’ua pressed, a voice 
came over the buster. A few question* 
lartf. the door was openeo. A few 
steps above,a Palestinian sat in front 
of a closed circuit te/enston screen 
which took in the entire street 

A similar screen was beside Mr 
Sous's desk. He looked at it ism- 
rjAiM>u</y, Half his mind on the lwi- 
versation, the other half on the nreen. 
He had reason. Just tno dav.s earlier, 
the liepury mi/irarr attache of the 
Amencan embassy had been assassin¬ 
ated with one well-determined shat 
few yards from his house. Mr Sous was 
tense, but not jumpy. *'OonV ner¬ 
vous, nothing will happen. The French 
security men are verv 7?»«y 

^V 0 to be. They can't afford, dip/oma- 
tkaliy, to have a fourth PLO man 
ki/led on their soil ." To L’ve perpetual¬ 
ly at the edge of terror, a moment 
away from an assassin’s ha/Jer. had 
become a ivjy .if Ji'V/or Ajoi. “f't.s pan 
of my life how. l Oiiiit tee! tear. 

But ivAen / asked Aim about his 
pnvate life, he drew into his sAai} 
"Don't ask me any personal 4U0.5rrrin5. 
i can't tell you whether S have any 
cAiMron or not. Everything has been 
integrated into the fiphi for my 
brotfiert At this point in the con¬ 
versation he turned to the television 
acrMn: “See how well we are pn^ 
tected l,oek at mat police car it 
passes by every ten minuxfs*" 
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TVre M mucA talk abiiut hrael 
V. launching an attack nn the 
nie.stinian laiitpt in 'MiutA Lehinon. 
Are you ezpi*rrfnp something^ 

A: Y««. we hove indications ihei 
liroel is massinc troop* on the Syrian 
•ad Lebanese frontiers epoinst us and 
ihe Syrians. You know that the Knee 
set in Israel decided a few years a^n to 
lK|Midate the PLO and all Palestinians 
Q: Are you prepared fur an attswk? 
Aren *1 rAe Syrians and thu Lebanese a 
bit fed up with all the fighting tm their 
fOtP 

A; We will bear the brunt of the 
iWrrcston It will be a verv violent 
Btovement l.a«t year they invaded 
south Lebanon. 

H'ill the magnitude of the attat A 
A« any different ibts time’ 

A t think (hat it will. Tankv planvs, 
troops, etc. wiU be used. The Israelis 
have an eve nn south Lebanon They 
want to annea it. too They want tu go 
up to the Uiani river in south L«ba 
non This time, they wani to iKiupv 
the land 

Q It is also being sjttd that rAete are 
come differences wirArn rAe FIX) it- 
self, between moderates like Mr Ara- 
taf and Mr Faruq Kadnumi and the 
hardliners 

A TItat's the press. Thera is no such 
thing as ludivals and moderates The 
PLO IS cohesive fhic is a democratic 
orgjnisalion and at our PNC (Palesti 
nian Nariunal Council i which meets 
every year, all views are expressed 
There is no danger of a c<iup d’etat or 
any dispute over (he leadership n( the 
PLO But tviews onj tacicis and speed 
differ. 

pr Do vou feel a ns* closer tu vour 

A: We are lighting at all levels; 
military. diploiDatic and political. The 
relationship between these struggles^ 
like in anv liberation movement, are 
all lined. Sometimes the military lev< I 
is ahead, but there can he no dissocia- 
torn h> tween iHe three i’.iU-stini^n^ 
wirhin Israel aie lusisiitig. iioni rhe 
outside we are resisting well. A few 
months ago they invad^ us in souih 
I.£han4>n. bui we stood firm Tht*v 
called for the c»asehre. 

p.' WAar abuur rAf Amencan vffiwis 
being made to settle ihe issue ^ 

A. Tht* Zioniti tn'ivemcnt is strong 
in the eSA All their administrations 
have been hostile to us We don’t 
distiitfuish between Kvagan and Car¬ 
ter Tnev ale the same us far as we are 


concerned... We believe that there can 
be no peace in the area unless it is 
based on lusiice.. 

Q. How fai hare you gone oti rAe 
dipfomatic tfont9 

A In your country, we have the full 
support of hoth the people and the 
overnment. Both the uShR and India 
ave recognised ihe VLO ns the sola 
representative nf ihe Palestinians. 

Q. Are rAings any different for the 
PLff after the .5rM‘rahsr.< r.inte to power 
in France? 

A: It WHS President Mitii riund who 
first s}K>ke about a soi creigu i'aJestme 
Slate. 1 hi< was a good smi v the 
furthest (he old regime had got was to 
say I hat a homeland lor ihc T'alesti- 
mans should he found. We had 
hoped, however, that the luw guvvfu- 
menr had said where this homo was lu 
be found The PNC wants it to Ik* on 
Palesiine soil. It was high iimr the 
f rench recognised ihe Pl.t) us sole 
represenladve nf the Palest inians. 

Q- WAi Aaie rAe frencA iwt guvn 

stia offjcraf vrarus? 

A. Ihi-v -.av that we ari not an 
elected democracy. Our answer is thai 
Palestinians recognise (he PLO as 
their leader After all. when France 
wuv (Klupied dating ihe last war, l>e 
(*aulle. who was in lairdoo. wa< recog¬ 
nised us the resistance leader Demu 
craev IS what wv want. But iiisi give us 
our terntotv back and ihen we will 
h<dd Hecliuns. 

Q: tt’hnr is the PUfs rvattinn to 
Pfesiderr Mitterrand's fvopo*ed nsit 
ru Israel in MariA^ 

A. We can't impose ori Mr Mitter 
rand not to go tu Israel. He has already 
said that there should be self- 
deierminatiuii for the PLO. ft is clear 
thai this means that an independent 
Palestinian stale should he estab¬ 
lished on Palestinian territory.. The 
French have b(-en very good to us, 
Fony Palest I nian students have alsu 
been given scKuIarships The French 
stKiiriiv meti are terv vfliru'ni 

(/. Didn't ihv AirocA /tjiiiix* 

ter. Mr Claud CAe.i'Sson. sav lAar a 
Acme for rAe /"alesrinjans .sAuu/d Ae 
found an the H'esr Bunk or in ./r>rdirrt.^ 
This n-mark Aas made rAe Joriianians 
angrv’ 

A Yes. but, 

(Mt Sous obviovsiv did not want in 
sat anything to enihurniss the candid 
French foreign mmisier The Franch, 
he emphasised, hud done so much fur 
them.I 
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Oorakhpun'--«ta/wmrt Amozi^ LTrdu poets, tte of xnuBhaim AOdmahlllB. 

aod thd boAamiao uath (haJatbAi wit—fights wtuUmsy be his IsstbsttJs ins dsrk 
room St the AIU^. New Delhi. R. C. DWTVEDI, the post's Utersry secretsry, sod 
ANIL SAA^ remember whstit wsstoknowhim in hia piima. 


Ab Mkur €bhup chHup $t nbfo hsui 
VoMiJtr kiAirap JpA knohn h$in 
PeAJ# Ftrsq ko Mki hoTM 
Ab to bohut kom bole luin 
(TbMc ire quiet d«ys for me, it is 
rerely (hit t open my mouth to ipeik, 
vou sKui^Jd hive met me eirlier, fhive 
tittle to sey nowj 


n rdu’i list greet indlviduel' 
ist, the poet who stnitied 
mijesiuelly over 
muiheirei and mehfrii end 
dominated Iniellceiuel fci 
eJth his lethet estoAufuep. 
barbed wit. tbe men who could wu 
anybody's heart (unkes be took an 
Immediate dislike to you). IAyeer*old 
Firaq GoreJthpuri alsas Raithupati 
Sehei has been IkhtiAg death this yew 
in a dimly lit room « the All India 
Institute Idedicel Science's private 
ward. 

On Saturday. 13 February, his condi¬ 
tion worsened suddenly and for a brief 
while it looked »if it mifht be his last 
erening. Pireq had been admitted to 
the hospital on 7 January 1982 for a 
cataract operation in his left eyt on 
instruct ions from the Prime Minister. 
Mrs Indira Gandhi. The doctors 
attending on him were in a nervous 
Hap that frightful Saturday. For a few 
minutes they did not know wbat to do 
as Firaq's condition sank closen to 
death. It was only after that brief, 
nervous spell that it struck one of the 
doctors that they should immediately 
pul thmr VIP petient under an oiygeo 
mask. Tbe mask was to come off some 
24 hours later. Firaq returned from the 
brink of the fatal precipice, tv breathe 
and cough and sleep in a stale of 
semi-coma. One of the greatest racon¬ 
teurs end conversationalists in 2(hh- 
century India has not been, this Febru¬ 
ary. in I condition to speak more than 
a sentence or two in a day between 
long stretches of sleep, disturb^ only 
by the chronic gut-aching cough of a 
chain smoker Firaq. who once smoked 
80 to 90 Panama filter cigarettes a day. 
had scarcely had the chance to smou 
during the fortnight after his cataract 
operatinn. on 3 February. 

Illness and age has cMnged Firaq 
these last few years but it has net 

r ished hu rebellious, often self- 
iructive spirit The doctors pul him 
on a liquid diet after the cataract 

r ntlen but the very nexf day after 
taiiract had been removed. Firaq 


ate spk^, fried likaner bhujiy*. This 
upaet his stomneh and be vonitted 
eiceasively. frigbitning tbe doctors 
that tbe Stitches in tbe oper ate d cm 
might open in the stram. At night m 
hu often atte^Ked to pull m tbe 
bondage nr pull out tbe plaatic tube 
that hod been inserted to ihe urinary 
bbdder His proatreie glwwls have 
been giving him coasidereble trouble 
and CM doAon have decided to o^' 
ate tbe promraie too. but only after 
th^ heve given him a break from the 
hospital, sent him bock lo the world 
for a b^ furlough, so that he may 
recover his spirits and forget the hos¬ 
pital that he thinks is a gallery ol 
death. "Tbe comfort bare is hired 
cooifon. There is no personal touch at 
all in It.* he commented during his 
stay SI the AUWS. 

His lile-loflg fears about motions, 
ascdlcines and a coairoUcd diet coma 
to dance over his spirits in the hospital 
room. An soon •$ he entered his hoepit* 
al room ha remarked cbuiiiihly. *1 
despise rooms of this site. There's no 
sun in this room and tbe room is so 
small that it suffocates me.* For ell his 
life he has liked nothing better than to 
sit in the lawn under (he open iky. 
Medicines are but ^death’s ^Is* for 
him and *it would bave bem better if 
in my UJnesi I was at home ” Some* 


rimes be also ^tended lb vomit only 
to avoid medicines, injections aod 
food. Once or twice he has refused to 
eat anything at all. Before he went into 
the big sleep aftsi his cataract opera¬ 
tion, riraq had a lova-hate rel^ 
tionship wiu the doctors attending on 
him. Sommines he would criticise 
them for being “no more than people 
who have mugged up formulas, people 
without any personal touch at all. 
Even their affection Is affected.'* If a 
doctor made the mistake of asking 
about bis health in too loud a tone. 
Fireq would burst out angrily and 
fume and rant. On other occasions he 
has eipressed deep gratitude to a 
handful of doctors. 

These patedoxes are typical of Firaq 
the man. On the one nand he has 
distinguished between the high and 
the low. On the diher hand the nospit- 
al is like a moniier of discipline on his 
perennially chaoiu* bohemianJsm. He 
had lived all these years according to 
his own whins and fancies, without 
allowing the outside world to interfere 
or modulate hia lifestyle. Hie hospital 
itself demoralised him. though he has 
often said that he would be happy if 
every patient in the country got the 
same attention In hospitals (hat he is 
getting it the medical institute. 

Firaq had written to Mrs Ceiidhi in 
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J4te 1991 uyinji thdi i caurect in hU 
)«ft aya. which had fim vppcarc^ 
soma three yeic» a^iOi had bed to a 
sharp loss of evealRht, He came to 
Delhi 10 accem the Uhalib award on 2j 
December 1991 and a fonni^t later 
was admitted to the AllMa. On 9 
Janwary Mrs Gandhi visited him at the 
hospital. As soon as Kiraq realised that 
Mrs Gandhi was in the room, tears 
tilled his eyes. The little nirl that he 
had seen rompint and playinf in 
Anand Bhawan, the Nahru family 
house at Allahabad where Firaq spent 
many years of his youth, was now 
helping him fight daath. When Mrs 
Gandhi was told that Firaq had rtot 
been smoking in hospital, the irrep* 
ressible bohemian in Piriq lumped out 
like a jack in the box. He said. '‘It is 
easier to ^ve up one's life than to uve 
up smoking." Mrs Gandhi replied 
affectionatmy that it was oo( in his 
hands to live or die. 

Though Mrs GendHi*i next visit to 
the AIImS was on 21 January, she had 
sent people regularly to inquire about 
hii health. When she vlaited him for 
the second tine, Firaq was mwe pliant 
and told her, *liidirali, you have saved 
me from death and from the pain that 
comes before death." The diehard 
spirit had resurfaced. Firaq was to be 
more reined to the regioea of the 
hoepieal in the days that foUovred till 
be went into a comadike sute shortly 
after his cataract operation when he 
slW for moat of the day and night. 

Firaq has always enjoy^ talking to 
himaoB, in complex soliloquys »ai 
ramble through the remote outposts of 
his inteUectuel concerns, that perceive 
poetic truths in enigmas and ironiea. 
His sotiloquys have suscained his mind 
during the long hours of sleep that 
eacompeaied him in the bospiteY One 
ni^ti responding to more topical con* 
cams, he started talking in nis sleep, 
*1 tee the Indian and the Fakistani 
forces standing on cither side of the 
border. This is the scene from (be 
Mahfhharata. The cahire of India 
cannot be descreyed. Our army and 


our Prime Minister are alert to all 
danger." 

Then he (o recite an old 

rvbayx of hit about India: "Hei ten 
hadaffut mesn Wu bamei si. asrarey 
nuffu se hax sa/iaashayf sj, iro loch hai 
Jebiyo mein phikrc /sa he. lett hai 
dawaan jin mein angray? sr (There is 
somethini new end fre^ in vour ex* 
periecKco self, the secrets of growth 
are close to your sensibility, ytw an 
and thiHjght have a s^ace that is like 
eternity spreading wide its arms). 

Firaq has been a skk man for over 
four y^s now, when he was hit by 
arthritis of the arms, which later 
spread to his legs. During these yean 
he has been unable lo move on his 
own. He has to be carried from room to 
room but while he was at Allahabad ir 
did not deter him from occasionally 
visiting (be few close friends he has. 
He would be carried to a rickshaw and 
lifted up from it but he refused to 
succumb to the inertia that arthritis 
impo^ upon him. During these years 
his digestive s^ea a bo collapsed and 
now e troubled prostrate hes reared its 
ugly head. Bad health has forced him 
to give up the liquor that be loved m 
dearly arid which be drank as if infatu* 
lied oy its dunve chans. Because he 
could not afford a bener drink, he had 
settled for half a bottle of ntehua a day 
nil arthritis put a srop to ail drinking 
During these last few years he has 
rarely touched the bottle and if a close 
friend has insisted, be has satisfied 
himsdf with a sip or two. This year he 
has lost his other great love^ 
cigarettes. In Firiq's Ide these have 
DOW become the symbols of tune's 

merciless mien. And Fireq has ack* 
nowledged bis loosening grip in much 
(bat he us written lately. As he stys: 
Ah rumse Vuqset bora Jtooa 
A»o sambbefo saet-e-ghesey 
Naye raraney chhero 
Mtrt ugaMn ho oeand aeii hni 

(! now take yov ledve. You look 
after poetry; ertete new songs My 
vena is beginning to wilt.) • 
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INVESTIGATION 


Blinding 


at Sanjay 


eye camp 


What is the fate of the patients who 
underwent cataract operations at a free 
eye camp organised by the Sanjay 
Gandhi Memorial Trust at Lakhisarai? 
SAUMITRA BANERJEE investigates. 



l_j 


Maaillr Ot^i: ‘t b«coa»c Wind' 


I I w «9 Devi's son. Sedri Sah, 

who iniisted that hit mother aet 
the ceterect reovoved from her 
rijihi eye. She had been com 
pJamini for nany months that 
4 he could barely see with her ri^hi eye 
and had been pestering her son to do 
ftomethina ■bout it. But such opera* 
lions are eapensive. and there are 
hardly any arran|VD«nts to get then 
done in Lakhisarai, in Munghyr dis¬ 
trict vf Bihar, where they stay. The 
opportunity, accordins to Badn came 
around the besinnini ot December 
last year. He heard that on IS Decern* 
ber the Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Trust 
would set up an eye canp at Lakhisar- 
ai where cataract operations would be 
dune free of cost. Accordingly, on 12 
December he admit led his ^year>oJd. 
ftiufher to the government hospital in 
LakhiMni where the ciim was held. 
The following day Jagu Mvi's caur* 
act was removeo. Tway. about two 
months after the operation, the condi¬ 
tion <if her right eye is worse; whatev* 
er little she coula see with that eye, 
she cannot do any longer. "I have 
become blind. 1 cannot see anything 
with my right eye," she toJd us when 
we met her at her home in Dilpattl, 
Lakhisarai. Then rubbing her red and 
watering eye, she added: "The wily 
use the spectacles are to me is to 
prevent the dust from entering the 
eyes." 

At around the same time when 
Ganesha Sah was wondering how to 
cure his mother's eye»a meeting was 
held on 6 December, by the urgmnisers 
of the Sanjey Geiidtii Memofial Trust 
free eyecamp^o fix a date and a venue 
for Conducting cataract operations. 
Among those praseni at the meeting 
were Mrs Krishna Shahi. MP fmn 
Bagusarai (Lakhisarai falls tn the Be 
gusaru) parJiamantary consiituencv) 
and convenor of the aye camp, the 
chief medical officer (CMOi of Mon* 


ghyr. Or B.N. Goswami. Or $. 8 . AbduJ* 
lah. in*charge of the govemmanr hos* 

t iiai. Chandra Maideshwar Singh, 
lock president fLakhisarai) of the 
Congrasstli and some governoieni 
officers. While the date was fixed for 
12 December, a problem aroae over 
the venue. When Mrs Krishna Sbahi 
suggested that the govemmani boepit* 
al M fixed as the venue. Dr a.S. 
Abdullah raised objections: What 
would happen to the patients who 
were al ready adm itted to I he hoapii al? 
Besidei, the non*gasetted employees 
of the hospital were to go on sirike 
from 13 December ftl^ didk so who 
would mao the hospital? It did not 
lake long for Dr Abdullah's obiections 
to be overruled People from outside 
could always be got to do the routine 
work ID the hospital, the oruniserx 
insisted, and the CMO gave nis con¬ 
sent. Aa for the patients who were 
already admitted, they could always 
be diKharged And anyway, who 
would look after them when ibe non* 
gaxetted employees of the hosphal 
went on striaa^ 

Then began the publicity ouipeign. 
Posters were printed and plastered all 
over the subdivisioa. Village mukhias 
all over Lakhisarai were tnsmicted to 
spread the word in the villages 

(tfjsrf Baiak: unlv sufftrbttts 


the eye camp and persuade all thoee 
with eM problems to come to the 
hospital. By 13 December 68 persons, 
mostly over the age of SO, were admit* 
ted to the hospital. By seven in the 
evening all the patients had under* 
gone cataract opentions performed by 
■ team of doctors from Patna, led 
Dr J.N. Rohatji, head of the eye da* 
pariBienT of ntna Medical Colltae. 
The patients were kept in hotpliil lor 
ei^i days and then dlschar g ao with* 
out spectacles or medicines. It was 
then that problems beaao for most of. 
the paticDls, once they nad returnad to 
Their distant villages where they suf- 
Fered day after day from prolapse of 
the iris and infection and bad to rush 
to private doctors for treatment—* 
some of them arriving too lata. We net 
some of then in the villages, inacctsai* 
ble except by foot and away from rile 
public B^* 

Sixty*Iiva*yaar old Mangli Devi sat 
huddled in orw comer ol atr dark but 
in Kachebiana (Lakhisarai sub* 
davirioo). Lyiiig next to bar was bar 
husband Naravaa Mahato. At fint a 
bit hesitant, Mangli Devi cane out of 
the hut to taaei us oaly when ber 
husband led ber out by the arm. Her 
eyes were red and swollen. ** 8060 . 1 
cannot see anything with my eyes; 1 
bava become blind. Hy problems 
started when 1 was in bospital. My eye 
(the one whkh was operated upon) 
started paining and watering. The doc* 
ictfx exaffliaeo me and gave me some 
nedkines, but that did not help. Hwh 
they sent me to Moaghyr For treat- 
meat. Ttaac was no use either. 1 sliU 
cannot see." At this point Narayan 
Mahato burst out: ** Whatever sight she 
had before has been taken away from 
•her by the doctors At least she could 
see a little bit before and there was no 
pain and suffering." At Lakhisarai 
when we asked £h Abdullah about 
Mangli Devi he simply said that sha 













faa ttmM aiiwc ijrftctkm" 

iffed that M «*i cb* M)y parson 
whooe tyt bad Wcom Moctod. Hot 

K a Dr AbduUah. For, a tinU diMoea 
n Man^ DavCi hut. ia Kachchiana 
itsatf tat rachaola Davi. bar oparatad 
>oya rad and watarin^, 

*E«ao two Buniba after dte opart* 
cion all ibai I can sea are vague white 
patchai" said Pachaola Devi. *I waa 
told that tay vUton would be clear 
after the operauae hut I now realUe 
that 1 endured tha operation for no¬ 
thing. Our Atdthia loM ua that the 
docton would look after ui tell we 
were all nght. But aaa what happenad 
Before leaving tha honitil lU that we 
got was a parchl (chit) where the 
nanas of some madicioei were written 
which we were told to buy and uaa. 
After that no one botbeted about us.* 
PachaoU Devi's son. Bam Kbalawan 
Mahato. told ui that be would never 
have had hn nothtr's epe oparatad 
upon if ha knew that this vrould be 
thair pii^t today. 

PachaMa Devi's only consolation le 
that her eye ii not totally daiaagari 
Bui Hisri Rsiak of Purani laaar. 
Lekhiiarai, was lass fortunate. 'Uy 
eyesight was vary poor, so whan I 
heard that eye operations were being 
done free of charge, I decided to gal 
my ayes aKaminad. The docton said 
that I had to undergo a cataract opera* 
tion on the* right eye and I decided to 
go in (or it as T would probably not gat 
such an opportunity auln. Bui aver 
since the operation it has just been 
suffering for ree. Yesterday <11 Fabru* 
ary) I was given ipactaclts and ( 
thought that Ay vision would be cfaar 
aftor I put them on. But my eyesight 
has ramained just the same: all that I 
can see with my right eye is daritness 
all around me. The doctors should be 
punished (or making us poor peofde 
suffer." Bui Mlsri Rasak's case was not 
just one o( post operational careloes* 
nes^his eye was damaged during the 
operation itself. For MUri Rajak the 
operation has meant Bwe than the 
\o$» of eyesight—it has also meant the 
loes cd livelihood. Rajak used to work 
lo a tea stall in Lakhisarai but after he 
lost the vision of one of his*eyea. he 
couldn't work as hard and was told to 
kook for work elsewbora. Today• he has 
found shelter in a d/rebe v^re he 
claaDS utensils for two meels a day. 

Brijnandan Siogb of Patneer (lekhi' 
sarai), too, had hoped that he would be 
able to sec clearly after the operation 
and like Miwi RajaJ^ he (oo was 
disappointed. He had visited a private 
practitioner in Mon^iyr alter his oper* 
ated eye started troubling him and had 
been told that nothing could be done 
about his eye. It had been permeneot* 
ly damaged. When we met him, a sad 
and bent Brlinandan Singh told us, 
"God will punish the people who have 
blinded us. I am old and do not have 
many more years to live but I hear that 
others have been blinded too. Will 
they ever regain their eyesight?" Bri* 
inandan Singh's soo. Karkit Singh, a 
local Confess <l) worker, svaa more 
vocal; "Even though I belong to the 
CoagroM (1) I will say that the persons 
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ICrtrtee Sheki. raeveeer << ihe *yo caeip 

who have Minded us poor people will 
never be forgiven. Alter the opera* 
rioAs the organisers of thd eye camp 
just forgot about us. tf there are any 
probleau oow we wiO have to (end for 
ourselves." 

For Kapoorwa Devi, toe. the opera- 
tiog has meant the loss of eyesi^t. 
She now (eels thei she bed been tnck* 
ed: "Auch pnebar itiya aur ItucA aur 
kiy (They Mid soamhing and did 
something else)." Todhy her only con* 
cem is the amouat har son. Ghaaandl 
Mistrl, la spending to get her eyesight 
beck. 

W hat had led to such a situation? 

Ware the eye surgeons to bUme? 
According to Dt UP. Soiaval. an eye 
surgeoQ in MonMiyr. to whom a num* 
bar of patients from tbe Lakbiseret 
eye caaip had gone for creaimaBi. it 
was not so Bauch the fault of the 
doctors as of the oriaaiten for not 


misers had 
would 

be distributed to the patient^ none of 
^ peiieats this correspeoMt mat 
had reqaivad any. At Earhrhiani. Miso 
Mahalo. Pachia *Devi*s* busbauA 
showed us a pr e scription from a local 
doctor and said he nad to spend over 
Rs 20 for buying me dicin e s, as none 
had been provide at the eye camp At 

Jferpoorwe Drrv: the apanthn has oot 
he/ped 



Patnear. Harkit Singh told us that he 
had spent around the same amount on 
medicines. "The organisers had prom* 
ised us ihac all medicines would be 
provided lo us free of cost but wkien 
my father was discharged from hospit. 
al (he doctor just gave us a prascrip. 
lion and said that we had to buy our 
own medicines, Kow can we poor peo* 

f ie afford such expensive medicines?" 
he hospital authorities, however, 

X thls charge. 

ond, according to eye spceielists, 
all patients who undergo cataract op* 
•rations must be given spectacles 
within 40 days of the operaiion. If this 
.is not done the consequences can 
serious: ultraviolet rays can damage 
the eyes and focus can become decen. 
tralised; somecimes it can even lead to 
blindnesa. Yet, even two months after 
the owraiions, according to records 
available at Lakhisarai hospital, only 
2S of the 6B patients haa received 
spectacles. The number would beve 
been lower had it not been (or the fact 
that news started spreading that a 
number of operations had been unsuc* 
ceseful. tThe success rate in catarea 
opera* ions is around 9$ per cent. I It 
was only then that (he organisers woke 
up 10 the feet that spectacles had to be 
provided and as late as 2 Pabruaiy the 
organisers approached the Chakshu* 
dan Vagna. a welfare organlaetion at 
Monghyr. and bought 68 pairs of 
spectacles at Rs five each, to be given 
to the patients, it was also in their 
burry to make up this lapse that on 11 
February a jeep was hired and ■ 
number of patients were picked up 
from Lakhisarai and taken to the has. 

C l and given spectacles. Said Dr 
val: "The system is thei you give 
the patients the spectacles at the time 
of being discharged from hospital so 
that th^ can use them exactly after 40 
days. It becomes very difficult fur 
patients to collect the speciacivs laier 
on as mo«i of them come from distant 
villages and they are musilv old 
PMore." 

The first reaction of Bihar's Chief 
fflinisterjagannatb Mishra. on hearing 
the news about the operations rrss to 
ask the district magistrate of Monghyr, 
R.S. Tiwari, to enquire into the inci* 
dent. Mr Tiwart's report said; "It 
appears that some persons opposed to 
the good work done by the trust have 
spread the rumours. The report is false 
ana baseless." ‘Then followed a series 
a( denials, both in newspapers and 
over AIR. Patna. 

But not everyone believed it. Not 
even Chandra Mauleshwar Singh, who 
was only coo eager to pass the buck on 
to the doctm. As he said* "The doc* 
tors have dune (he bungling, so why ts 
everyone blaming us (the organisers)? 
Besidee, I refuse to moke etiy com- 
mem. Your magasine is prejudiced 
and would never report ihe truth." 

The truth is that we did come across 
many patients who could not see even 
(WO months after the operatiun; some 
who thought that the only purpose (he 
spectacles would serve was to prevent 
the dust from entering their eyes as 
they could not tee anyway. ■ 
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the new wonder fabric made from 
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RAJENDRA SAREEN 


The Indian big 
brother is a myth 


D iplomdtu; myths uiiKm- 
see frum the compulsion 
o{ the cocktail i ircuii to 
intiffprvt complex p<ili* 
.ticiiJ developments in 
simply*sUIvsJ wiituisnu which pro 
vide seemingly pUusiblc onderpm 
nmii for a fiiven policy option. Peo¬ 
ple Imisv with whatever ends they 
are pursuing at a 6<ven nuiment 
have neither the time nor the in* 
dinaiiun to sc nous W examinr (he 
veracitv ol whal comes ihxnueh the 
|tra]ievini'. The muduimen pick this 
up and ihireuttcr every^xly ls 
ouotinit every lx id V cIm* as cvKience 
foi whtitcs’er i( is 

One such myth is the '*big 
hroihci" alt Mode ul India in tela* 
non to us nviuMtoiii s Ask anybody 
on the diplumuiic liK’ktnil circuit or 
the itincrufli juademicians and 
mi*<liuiTo*n p«issinA thiouah Delhi 
aliei hris.*r nails in ihe neixhhoui* 
hfMuI and vou can have vivid details 
of how India tries to hully tts neigh 
hours. 1 have had occasion to cn- 

K *rieme this phenomenon i^uite 
L'(|uc*hfiv and hnve goi used mu. 
If somebndv is just making a com* 
iTi' ni '.n pnsvinK jiid ihc loiiuxi ol 
discusMoh is ooi well intunned oi 
academically profound, it i» as well 
to disiDj&t^ the matter with perfunc¬ 
tory rebuttal 

l)owever« lest month I had occa¬ 
sion iv discuss this issue in con* 
siderahle detail with iwn very 
perceptive American observers of 
the South Asian scene. Since (he 
discussions were off the record, I 
am constrained m withhold the 
names. Nor weic these two, one an 
eminent scholar and .mother a very 
high du'iiMHtv NOW retired, superfi* 
cial in liieit approach while discus¬ 
sing the problem The point (hat 
emerged from our discussions is 
that the strains in India's relations 
with her neighbours are in each 
case specific, varying from one imi* 
ance to another. These do not pro* 
vide even an empirical basis to 
draw valid conclusions of common 
appi iL.i'Hoi. 

India s iroubk-s with r'akistan %f*i 

a case apart. For the rest, there has 
been only one «iccasion during (he 
lavt years wh«*n India militarily 
intervened in the internal affairs of 
any country in South Asia. That was 
when it went tn fight against the 
insurgents in eid of the constitu- 
tionaJ eoternnent of Sri I«anka 
eiiablohed by law. On another 


occasion India provided arms to the 
lawful government of Bunna when 
It was under serious assault from 
insurgent groups. In no case has 
India ever tried to subvert the Uw* 
ful aovernment even ihoiuh there 
might Ih* considerable diificultiei 
at (he utfirial level. 

Despite its tdtvious strategic in- 
tefL'Sts and wiciu*political tieups 
with vanuu-v grtnips in Nepal, India 
ha^ not done anything to under¬ 
mine the lawful authority of the 
government there. When the king 
of Nepal was under pressure from 
the Ranjs, India uwsd all its inftu* 
ence to protest Ihe Ling and his 
lamily raiher than llsh in troubled 
waters to secure greater leverage 
through underwriting the Ranis' 
power. 

The current strain between the 
two enunrries primarily arises be- 
cauae the c<immenal elite of Nepal 
with its links in the political hierar* 
chy wants India to acuuiesce mto 
trade and ecoonmn policies which 
would virtually legalise smuggling 
and make nonsenw of India's im- 
pod policies. There is, to be sure, 
,*n eaampli* whvrebv Pakistan 
turned a blind eye to the massive 
smuggling operation being run by 
the Afghans just outside its bor* 
ders. Though the Pakistani elite 
were able to get the goodies from 
the rest of the world which were 
otherwise denied them under the 
natkmal import policies, the coun* 
tr) paid a heavy price in economic 
terms for (his fonphole. India hat 
nut i^ted for this easy option to 
huiJd up whal the diplomatic cock* 
tail circuit might describe as a 
'‘homogeneous'' relationship with 
- 

There has been only one 
occasion during the last 
35 years when India mill* 
tahfy intervened In the 
Internal affairs of any 
county in Soclh Asia. 
That was when it went to 
fight gainst the insur* 
gents in aid of the consti¬ 
tutional government of 
Sri Lanka established by 
taw, 


Nepal. 

Thei 


There has been a talk uf Sri 
Lanka seeking entry intu the 
ASHAN rather than buildcng up a 
closer economic coJblK«rd(iiiii with 
India. It is a pity that Hri\ideiu 
Javewardane who bail r.irlier 
tainered the ihonglit of regional 
economic cooperatinn, has lost m* 
terest in his hramchilj. The rvawn 
probably is thut ihv Anieruans^in 
search of f.icilitirs fm ihtir 
'‘strategic consensus*' in the* Indian 
Ocean, are going all out lo make it 
worth Sri Lanku\ while not to tnrge 
ecmiumic links with liidiu liecouse 
India 1 $ not willing to subserve 
what (hv AmerKaiis perceive at (he 
motneni to be their principal aim in 
this area. But, sooner or laier, this 
siiuatiim mucr undergo a change. 

With Bhuiai). there i\ no i lash of 
interest or pcrreption Hea*. India 
wuuld do well t" be sensitivn to the 

susceptibilities of the emerging 
elite in that roounUin kingdom and 
accommodoie it not only reason-* 
ably but also generuusjy. 

With Bangladesh, ihc niiture of 
the problem i$ aJiogether different. 
The interests uf the two countnes 
essentially cuoverge. What i^i 
needed is to work out the nutR and 
bolts of a policy frame and then 
convince the BengUdesh elite that 
closer cooperation in evolving an 
inteMtled development strategy 
for Bangladesh and the eastern 
states of India will not cumproRiise 
Ban^adesh's sovereignty. The eco* 
nomic development of this entire 
region is interlinked and inter¬ 
dependent. Sooner than many 
Bangladeshis think, thev will he 
needing outlets which can be avail* 
able to them from India and no* 
where else. 

* And finally, our telatiuns with 
Pakistan. Pakistan's adversary 
perception is more rooted in their 
view of India rather than in any 
objective realities. The events dur¬ 
ing the last 3f> years,which may be 
rmerred to as evidence of hostile 
relationship hot wet* n the two oun-. 
Cries, are essaiitially con.NC<iuvnccs 
rather than causes of our bad 
relations. It is for this reason that 
one should hope that the dialogue 
DOW started between the two coun* 
tries will help remove this Pakista¬ 
ni misperce^ion because Indian 
interests do not warrant anv kind of 
hurt, damage or humiliation for 
Pakistan. 











‘‘The government does not 
trust the people of Mizoram” 

W‘hi« IS vour rpocffftft M iht* _ ob** •« • k«*‘> 

m l/jreir/wi« (MI rhr AW^'fon, ,j t. ^ "mn <o »ek ■ negtrtwed SdilJemeni 

I hv the giurnirnfm ‘V Lstd^nfay tstks with |„„h governnilnr of India. The 

\^aflmlu? ih^oMfnuwm broJcKtown. Ae be. „ndergrouJKl |io«ernm«m. however, 

W A: Arloollv, ihe MNF w» .vfiiei verye'/MrreBefw*. fhe/Mder ,fc, heve nm 


W'hiM IS vour rpocffitfi M thv 
m MMesrhan on rAr MSt' lon 

I hv Ihv fiinrnimvnl 

A; Artu«iily, the MNF wes 
h^micd 4f> early a> in 1966 and. to uur 
knuwledgCi ihis ban had never been 
lifted. F<m »(>me reason or the other, 
the government ha» decided to repeat 
the ban Pur us it has been ihe «aBie 
fur the last Ib years. Our organisaiion 
has cuntmued to remain banned. 

Q: Then why hii% tht fovenment 
been repi'Hi'iliy harming rhe MNF 
without liftmK the earber bin even 
(Hue? 

A: I don't know why they have lo do 
this. (think that since the talks have 
broken down, the government thinks it 
best lu remind the people that the 
MNP is a banned organisation. 

When did you meet Mr C. Perth- 
asarafh^ end why did the telks break 
down? 

A: I dAfl'i remember the exact date 
but I think it was 1$ January. The talks 
broke down because our terns for 

K ace differed frnm the terns offered 
the fovernment of India. But every' 
one wants peace and t believe that she 
government wants it too. 

0: Whet ore your terms /or peace? 
A: We have not yet releasM our 
terms in details in the press. But'we 
will dn so soon. At the moment what I 
can Tell you is that the govemnenc 
proposes that in Mizoram, in future, 
the Oovertior will have special respon¬ 
sibilities such as law and order and 
finance. As a result, the elected lov- 
ern me nt wi 11 funct ion only as a '’pubUc 
relations office*' and 1 think that not 
only (he MNF, but any pairiotK people 
of any state in India will not accept 
this kind of an arrangement. The reac* 
rion will be very sharp. So we don't 
accept this term. This is a clear case of 
(he government not trusting the peo> 
.pie of Mizoram. Why should a Cov* 
ernor have that kind of power? Why 
should not the elected representatives 
uf the people uf Misoram have the 
same kind of power as those enjoyed 
by their counterparts in other slates? 
Are the Mizos inferior citizens? Are 
they second class citizens that they 
cannot look after thesnselves? This Is 
something that I cannot understand. 

Q: But why doesn't the government, 
eetording to mu. give Mtioram the 
tame status that ir ha.v given tv the 
other .stares? HAy does it went n vest 
spn iel powers iit the Oevernor? 

A: 1 have na answer to that. 1 ctnnM 
see why the government does not want 
Mizoram to be like any other state in 
this country. 

(^: Battier youf demand was for an 
3h 


As soon as Mr Latdenga's talks with 
the government broke down, he be- 
I erne a very d/uarre pertoe. The leader 
uf the outlawed hiiao hTerionaf Front 
refused to meet the press, Jagmeet 
Uppel. a/ter being on His trail for over 
a week, finalh managed to teark him 
down on I Feveuary and a verv reluc¬ 
tant Laldenga agre^ romeet him *Tbr 
only half an hour. * The neeson. he was 
very busy preparing for his ttip abroad 
the nettr day. Even while the interview 
was being conducfed a consranr 
stream of visitors dropped in to meet 
Mr iaidertge in his south Delhi house. 







LaMengS' 'TheMN/is very, very strong* 

independent Miaoram. Now you just 
want statebood. Why have you 
changed your stance? 

A: 1 never said 1 was asking for 
statehood. We never asked for siate< 
hood. All we are asking for is a negori 
ated sattleneni withio the framework 
of the CoostmitiQB ot India and it 
doesn't marter what yoo call it. 

Q: But wbat about your earlier sJ^ 
pan of independence for Miaorvn? 

A: We are not asking ipr independ¬ 
ence. In fact we have declared the 
independence of Mitorein and our gov¬ 
ernment ta funetkMing underground 
since 196$. And there is one party, the 
MNP. So, there it one party and one 
govenuMOi. We call the govennent 
the "Provisional covenineiit of Mizor¬ 
am* and the MNP is like anv other 


S^^SS9 political party. 1 came here as a party 
, . . man <n seek a negotiated settlement 

fc *]!? governmlnt of India. The 

r M underground government, however, 
wo. me iMfler remains the same, we have not 
VarionaJ Front .^^hed il. 
tress. Jagmeet 

is trail for over Q- Now strong is the MNF? 
d to treyk him A; The MNF is very, very strong but 
daveryreluc- nobody can tell the exact strength. 

' meer him "for Now a number of them {MNP* party- 
reeson. he was men) have been arrested and some 
his tfjpabroad happen to be government servants, 
e (be interview some Janata men, some in the Cun- 
d a constanr gressff) and many others from .diffe¬ 
red in ro meet rent professions. As the MNP ii ban 
h DeUiJ house, ned. people don't say they belong to 

P*iTy- Ywu cannot sey who you 
are During (he day you can be a 
policeman mit during the night you 
can be an MNP man. This is how the 
underground works. 

Q. ^ar is the strength of the Mitu 
j narronal army? 

A; We can maintain the strength 
only It a thousand because we cannot 
^ afford to clothe and arm them. To 
maintain a thousand men it requires a 
ht^e amount of money. The other 
thing is that we don't expect to defeat 
the Indian army. Ours is a political war 
and for this «a don't ne^ a strong 
army. 

Q: From where do you get money 
aoe arms? 

A: At the end of the 2(Hh century, it 
IS not a problem getting arms, espe¬ 
cially small arms. Sometimes we get 
them from outside and sometimes 
from the Indian army. Sometimes 
ammunition can be purchased even 
from the army. But sources of supply 
differ 

Q: Do people in the army sell armsf 
A: Well, I believe they do at times, 
because even they need money 
_ (laughs). 

er^ verr jtny q. do you collect funds 

to run the government and the army? 
Now you just A: Well, people collect it and people 
by have you help os. This is a people's movement 
and without the support of the people 
vas asking for i( would not last even for a week, 
sked for slate- Q: What do you have to say about 
, for is a negori the tax colJectron by the MNF? 
the framework A: No MNP man collects taxes. Only 
f India and it Che underground gorernmmt collects 
oa call il. taxes like any otMr government, 

our earlier sl^ Q: How are taxes ejected? 

U)r Miaoram? A: The underground government 
(ipr independ- makes assessments and there are reg- 
f declared the ulations for tax collection. All taxes 
im and our gov- are coUecied according to these rag- 
g underground ulations. There is a parliament callM 
I one party, the the National Council which pesees 
party and one laws and regulitions according to 
ha goverament which tatai are collected, 
inent of Mizor- Q- Does die undertnund govern- 
like any other oienr issue receipts tor the emouot 




pMtd? 

A: Yei, it does. 

Q: Does the underground fovero- 
meyrr celieet taxes froai goverjuneiH 
offieieis or is it iimited only (o the 
business community? 

A: Well, I cannot say anything about 
goverrunent officials I think every* 
one pays taaes. 

• Whei is (he nexus bet¥reert the 
MZP (Muo Studrnt Associetionj 
end the MNF 

A: The MZP has no connection with 
us. 

Q: But it is aHegedthar the MZP was 
in^ved in the recent rncrdenfs of 
vioience— 

A: There was no violence by the 
MZP. U was a purely non-violent agita¬ 
tion. In the beginning Brigadier Sailo 
{the CM of Mjioran} wanted to use 
this organisation to fight us. But they 
refuMO to oblige him. So he wanted to 
crush the MZP and the students 
reacted against this. 

Q: Brigadier Sailo's son, SangUane. 
was with the MNF for a long tune, for 
about ii years. Why did he leave the 
MNF? 

A: Perhaps he wanted to be with his 
father; perhaps the >ungle life was too 
lOugh for him. He swears that the MNF 
has not fulfilled \t% aims and ob>ec* 
lives. This is a lie because the indepen¬ 
dent government of Misoram has re¬ 
mained the same since it was formed 
in 1%6 and it has not changed. 

O' Put doean'r Sartefiene know ev¬ 
erything ebour rhe MNF since he was 
one of us leaders? 

A' He was only a Junior officer and 
not a leader and nobody knows the ins 
end outs of the movement. Even I 
don't know what they (MNF men) are 
dome there (in Miaoram). 

OHs Santana harmful to the MNF? 

A: Why should he be harmful to the 
MNF? He is a amaJl fry and we don't 
take much nouca of bim. 

Q: tf the MNF is a people's organise 
tion then why don't you reli your 
people to come out and face the elec¬ 
tions? 

A: They have their own under¬ 
ground govemreent (here, why should 
they come out? 

Q: But if they reaijy want to rule 
Miionm, is this (eleaions) not the 
best coarse to adopt? 

A: They are already ruling from the 
underground. 

Q: What about ihe efiegarion thei 
the underground government is terror¬ 
ising the people of Mirurani.^ 

A: Ceriainly, there Is terror in 
Miaoram. And if you ask the Mi» 
people they will say chat the source of 
terror is the army and Brigadier Sailo, 
nm the underground government. At 
this time there is no ceasefire. Natural¬ 
ly, the army has to be there. 

Q: Don't you think that devefopaien- 
tal wofk jji Misoram has been arfected 
by this reign of terror? 

A: You see^freedom is more impor¬ 
tant than development. If somebody 
runs your house, you don't much care 
for that house. This is so in politics too. 

Q: But Sailo runs the government... 


A; Na He does not run the govern¬ 
ment. He is only a cooL He can Mly 
remain there because of SO.OdO men 
from ibe Indian army. So you sec. ui a 
disturbed area it's the gun that r^es. 

Q: Why did you boycott the last 
elation and why did you escape? 

A: I am an underground man and 
unless I surrender I cannot contest the 
election, so I did not boycon it. When 
we don’t accept the government there 
then why skurald I contest? 

Q: Bur why have you not accepted 
the government? 

A: Because we believe that the Miao 
nation should be free like ocher inde 
pendent states. Thai is the reason why 
an mdependent sovereign Misoram 
was declared in 1966. I am the man 
behind it. 

Q: Do you fear any danger to vout 
life? 

A: Weil Misoram is a battlefield and 
that IS the reasA why the CM himself 
docs not make any public programme 
He does nut even use his car to travel 
He uses a hvlMOpter and is heavily 
guarded by Indian armymen. Do you 
chink that an underground man would 
do chat? Sailo ii guarded by aimed 
men even during tlw day in Aiaawl. so 
great is the danger in Miioram. 

0 - he on the hit Itst of rhe Mtro 
narwoeJ army? 

The source of terror in 
Mizoram is the army 
and Brigadier Sailo, not 
the underground gov¬ 
ernment, 

A: The Mitn national army has no hit 
list. 

Q: Does Btmadier Sailo fed any 
danger ro his ij/e.> 

A: He feels the danger; perhaps that 
is why he takes to many guaros with 
bin. I never asked him about this. 
Why don't you ask? (laughvy 
Q: Why ^ you want a larger Mixor- 
am xncJiNfmg parts of Bangladesh and 
Burma? 

A: Everybody wants unification. But 
we never asked for parts of Burma and 
Bangladesh. Are we fools? Can Mrs 
Candhi give us that? It's an intema- 
tiosal question. We are asking tot 
unification of the Miao people because 
we feel that we are viciiDs of a 
division. 

Q: After the negotiarioos with the 
goternmeni there was ceasefire ia 
Mixoram from the night of 31 July 
1980, but it lasted for a very short 
time. Why? 

A; From 1 August I9g0 there had not 
been any firing till December 1980. 
The first shot vras fired by the CRP m 
Missiongufti at us. Unfortunately they 
missed. They accused ibe MNF of 
returning tbe fire and the ceasefire 
broke down. When you fire at some 
people, will they remain quiet? 

Q: In Mitoram there is a for of 
unemployment among youths because 


of high literacy and lack of technical 
education. Did you ask the govern¬ 
ment at any time to start a technical 
college in Miroram? 

A: No. 1 only ask for a political 
settlement. I have never asked for 
anything more, not even a Kh^arship 
for any of my children. 

Q: How do Mito people behave with 
non-Muos and what do rhev feel about 
them? 

A. Well, they are friendly with non- 
Mijw. There is no reason why a man 
should hate another man. 

Q: But about two or three years back 
the MNF gave a call to rhe non-Miaos 
to quit Mitoram. 

A: That is a policy. When Indians 
said "quit India", they did not mean it 
liieralJv. 

Q: Why did you think of forming the 
MNF? 

A: It did not come to my mind. 1 was 
following somebody else's idee As far 
back as in 1943-44, before the inde¬ 
pendence of India, there was tijk of 
independence of Mitoram by the Brit¬ 
ish There was even a suggestion that 
Mitoram should ramatn as a colony in 
1946, and that it would be given inde 
pendenic at a later stage. So it did not 
iirst come to my mii^; it't all the 
policy of our fathers. 

Q: !n 197$. when you were brought 
from Germany by the fodien govern¬ 
ment. what were your demands? 

A: We did not outline any policy 
then. We said unless we have a com- 
miuee it is not possible for an indi¬ 
vidual to make i political demand. It 
had tn be formulated by a party, (not 
an individual). My party had to formu¬ 
late the policy to solve the priblems. 
But rhe government did not allow me 
to go to my headquarters to formulate 
the policy 

Q: How do ytw handle your attatrs in 
Mitoram from Delhi? 

A: Well, I am not handling any 
affairs, I am here with the delegation 
and (here we have the underground 

C emment which lakm, hereof day-to 
affairs. 

Q: Sometime back t reed ia a section 
of tbe press rbar rbe MNF bad a secret 
pact with Bangladesh. 

A; I am not aware of any such pact. 
The MNF is like any other party and 
no party has such pacts with any other 
government. 

Last time how did you manage ro 
go to Germany? 

A: Well. I have my passport, my 
money, that’s all. 

Q: Did you ^ through Pakistan? 

A. Pakistan did not allow me to pass 
through its territory. 

1 Q: During the Janata rule what was 
the attitude of Morarii Desai's govern 
ment towards the MNF? 

A: t waain Tihar jail for four months 
in solitary confinement. After that 1 
was out on hail. Then the Congressdi 
came to power and it withdrew the 
cases. * 

Q: What arc yout future plans? 

A: The government has askod me to 
leave India on 2 February 19R1 I am 
going with my family. (He was sup¬ 
posed (0 go but ha has pusiponed it). 




NEWS ; NATIONAL 


KARNATAKA 

Gundu Rao makes 
money on cement 

The PAC indicts him and another minister 


Binialoft! There hed been rumours 
thet he had ‘‘made money" on capita 
tion lee collections, '‘cashed in” by 
threatenini to impose a power 

cui on industries, and “made a fast 
buck** on timber contracts. The opposi¬ 
tion in the stare had screamed that his 
cabinet colleaftues were corrupt and 
two ministers had resifned. Specula¬ 
tion was rife about the eatent of his 
personal fortune and the number of 
times his house had been raided by the 
income lai authorities. But chief 
fflinisrer K. Gundu Kao kept dismis¬ 
sing all these charges as motivated 
lies. Until now. 

In November 19hl, when he spoke to 
pressmen in connection with the silver 
Juhilee {Rejyutsava) celebrations of 
the state, Mr Gundu Rao sdked them e 
simple ituestinn: “Have you ever once 
come across a single charu of corrup¬ 
tion against me m chief minister?'' 
The lournaliais had no positive answer 
at that time. There had been specula¬ 
tions that Mr fUo had his hands in 
umpteen corrupt deals but no serious 
charge had ever been levelled b? any 
responsible authority, unlike those 
•gainst his colleagues, Mr C. M, Ibra¬ 
him and Mrs Renuka Rajendran. who 
faced COD (Ci^s of Detc'ctivesI en¬ 
quiries Bt one time or the other. As far 
as he was concerned. Mr Gundu Rao 
was Karnataka's "Mr Clean" chief 
minister. 

The recently released Public 
Accounts Committee (PAC) report has 
dismissed that fatuous hoasi with the 
effectiveness of a thunderbolt. The 

3 rt very clearly indicts him persu- 
And. it clearly stales that some 
deal was struck between him and JO 
high-rise builders to whom he had 
"diverted" cement needed for comple¬ 
tion of necessary irrigation projects in 
(he state. The scandal, or what has 
been uncovered tp date. may. in com¬ 
parison to the Antulay affair, seem 
insignificant but it has nevertheless, 
cau^t (he CM with both his hands in 
the precious cement cookie jar. It 
seems all the more serious because— 
unlike the charges levelled against Mr 
Antulay which came frum a private 
artv—the indictment of CM Mr Rao 
as cume from "within." Though led 
by the state Janata Party chief S. R. 
Bommai. the PAC comprises a siiable 
amount of ruling party legislators. 

This ‘scandal* first came to light 
when the PAC started examining the 
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prcigrM made In government in the 
creation and utiUsation of irrigation 
potential under several major irriM- 
ticn projects in the stare. One of ine 
reasons given by the irri^iion depart¬ 
ment for the slow progress of the 

K ojects iMalaprabha. Ghaiaprabha. 

arangl. Hvmavatbvand Upper Krish 
nai was non-availaoiliiy of adequate 
quantities of cement. Consequently, 
apart from the huge escalation w the 
cost of* the projects, there has been 
poor utilisation of the irrigation poten¬ 
tial already created by the projects. 

Looking further into the reasons for 
the non-availability cement, the 
PAC discovered a startling discrepan¬ 
cy. It learnt that in June 1981. the 
state government had requested the 
centre to sanction an additional spe¬ 
cial allotmeni of 10,000 tonnes td ce¬ 
ment for use in govemaent depart¬ 
ments. 4,000 tonnes of that amount 
had. however, been diverted towards 
high rise buildutg construction under 
the ei^ess instructions from Mr Rao 
and his food and civil supplies minis¬ 
ter, Manik Rao Patil. 

Says the report, in no uncertain 
(arms, "Government have sacrificed 
the public interest to favour a few 
apartment builders that too in a diicri- 
minatory manner in gross violation of 
the prescribed procedures. The com 
mittee holds that the decision (whkh 


f 'tuiuJu Rao 7 hare done no arimg’ 



was taken by the chief miniiter and 
the minister for food tod civi] sup¬ 
plies) is highly improper and injudi- 
doua, apart from being irregular It is 
a case m undue favouritism and mis¬ 
use of authority." And then follows the 
indictment; "The coounittee are con¬ 
strained to observe that the maxim 

I uid pro quo must be the basis for 
istribution of cement in this 
manner." 

The FAC. considering the following 
"IrretulahTies" and facts believes that 
CM Mr Rao and his miniiier Mr Patil. 
made ■ deal with .the apartment buil¬ 
ders (although it dees not specify what 
sort of trade-off): 

• The state lovernmant's telex which 
referred to tne message from the cen¬ 
tral government was not made avail¬ 
able to the committee. It wu slated to 
be "nonaviilable" to the secretariat, 
o The r^uest to the centre came from 
the minister for food end civil supplies 
who should not have had anything to 
do with cement allocation. 

0 Both the director of Industries and 
coqimerce and the secretary to the 
government (commerce an<l Indus¬ 
tries) had brought to the notice of the 
government the fact that the special 
allotment was intended for govern 
ment departments only. 

• Some of the persons included in the 
list ^ven by the minister had been 
supplied cement earlier and had not 
furnished the necessary utilisation 
certificate. 

o In two cases, the directorate had 
observed certain irregularities in the 
use of cement which were being in- 
vestipted by the police, 
o It was also reported that the list 
approved by the minister was not in 
conformity with the order of priority 
with reference to the dates of applica¬ 
tion to be followed for the purpi^ of 
allotment. Bulk consumers w no had 
applied earlier and were waiting for 
allotment had been omitted while 
others were included. 

• The quanciiies ordered to be re¬ 
leased were also different from (he 
actual requiremeotK as worked out by 
the directorate. 

All these objections were apparent¬ 
ly brushed aside and the minister 
«>btained the approval of the chief 
minister for the issue of cement 
according to the list of 30 (after ex¬ 
cluding the two who being investi¬ 
gated by the police for misuse of 
cement). 

Says the PAC, (he central Mvern- 
ment had released the additional 
quantity of cemeot specially for gov¬ 
ernment departments. It was. there¬ 
fore. not open to the state government 
10 "misapply and divert" the allotment 
for other purposes. Further, under the 
cement control order issued by the 
government, the director of indusiries 
and commerce is (he chief cement 
alloiiing authority of the state and he 
distributes cement with reference to 
the set rules of application. By order¬ 
ing the issue of cement to the apart¬ 
ment builders without reference to the 
priority of the applications and with- 



OUT examining th« actual raquirament 
for the works, the sovemment had 
vio1ate<i the procedure. Some bulk 
consumerfi had been given preferen¬ 
tial rreatmertr iu the deCrinent of 
others who had applied for cement 
earlier and who were waiting 

As regards the “propriery'' of rhe 
action, the PAC confessed that Jr was 
''at a loss to appreciate" how and why 
the government thought ii wise to 
divert cement ape^ally released for 
government works tu favour certain 
apartment builders. Surely, it could 
not be that the government was una* 
ware that its own construcTion works, 
including important irrigation and 
power projects, were suffering fur 
want of cement? 

After four days of silence, chief 
minister Gundu Rao met the press im 
16 February to release his own report 
on the issue—a somewhat lengthy and 
ridiculous defence. Of course, he was 
not guilty of any irregularity, he 
asserted. The PAC, led by the state 
Janaia Party chief, S. R. Biimmai, was 
out to discredit him. There had been 
no quid pro quo in releasing The ce¬ 
ment to the bulk consumers in ques¬ 
tion. as had been apprehended in the 
PAC report. His motives in allotting 
the cement had i>een prompted 
purely "humanitarian" reasom. "This 
allotment was made in public Interests 
and in the imerehi of keeping the 
labour force employed incnnsiruction 
activity." 

Yes. he had been aware that the 
additional alkirment of 10,000 tonnes 
was meant for government depart* 
ments. But, with the following terms of 
reference in mind, the allocation was 
justified: the total quantity of cement 
released to the bulk consumers earlier 
had been claimed bv apartment prom* 
uteri to be "meagre." the waiting 
period of applicants fur construction 
uf apartments was lunger and the 
inadequate supply nf cement in Banga- 
lure to apartment builders bad created 
unemployment among construction 
labourers. 

If keeping "construction activity" of 
this sort is to be considered more 
important than completion of Irnga- 
tion and power projects in the state 
then surely the powers in Delhi are 
unaware of this. In the process of 
giving Gundu Rao's administration a 
"clean chit" when bhe visited the state 
in January this year. Mrs Gandhi had 
clearly stated that ell work on existing 
power and irrigation projects should 
be completed without delay. Was she 
iiwure, as ihe PAC points uut, (hat one 
of ihe reasons given bv the irrigation 
dtpMTimeni foi tardy progress of 
iii'igaiion projects was the non- 
avaiiabihiy ot adequate quantities of 
cement? Is Mrs Gandhi also aware that 
while the quaniiiv of cement for irriga¬ 
tion projects fell shart of the alloca 
cion, the olf take of cement by bulk 
consumers for cummercia) construe- 
lion such us cinema theatres, hotels, 
h.gh rise buitdirgs. etc, exceeded the 
allotmeni m and 198I-A2 tup 

to Ociober i9ali? 

Bavpk Mr Gundu Rao; "I have made 


no monev 1 gave the alb »i ments for 
humanitarian reasons." This claim has 
been soundly scedfed at by certain 
persons in cr^e circles who spoke to 
.'ii.vuAS CoANider. for inuance, the 
following sequence of events and draw 
vour own conclusions, they said- high- 
rise apartmeni promoters cunveraed 
on Bangalore at the end uf 19R0 and in 
1961. The smell of hig business poten¬ 
tial was very stmng at that lime. They 
bought up prime land, demolished old 
stately homes, cut down tall trees, 
advertised high-rise apartment build¬ 
ings. Ecologists and members of the 
cjty urban arts commission protested 
against the ruining of this Wauriful 
garden dry. Suddenly one heard of a 
government ben on high-rise activity. 
Construction work stopped One did 
not hear a word frum ine government 
about throwing the labour force out uf 
gear. The Karnataka ownership apart¬ 
ments promoters* association was 
formed in mid-19Bl. It held secret 
"diaingues*' with the chief minister to 
which the food and civil supplies 
minister was also privy. A deal was 
then struck. Suddenly there was a 
spurt of building activity around Octo 
ber1981. Apartments which were sup¬ 
posed to be built at a cost of aruund 
one or two lakh rupees were being 
quoted at prices not less than rupees 
three and four lakhs. Whv? Because nf 


all ihv extra "material’^ and "costs of 
consirudion" incurred. Alleges one 
perM>n. who admits having bought ce* 
itierH in rhe blackmarket on several 
occasions. “Apariment builders have 
paid around R> two per square foot (as 
graft I on ground area of each apart¬ 
ment in order lu gel their building 
licences cleared. The cement deals 
have cust them around Rs 20 per hag 
more than the stipulated retail price.* 
If Mr Gundu Rao is encouraging 
building aciivity for humanitarian 
reasons then why are the huilrferi 
paying ^uch phenomenal amounts? 
ihese and many more questions can 
only be answered if the government 
concedes to the PAC's demand for a 
iudicial probe into what has now come 
to be known as the mini Antulay 
cement scandal nf the south. What is 
clear is that the implications of the 
money deal vis'd-vis cement quotas to 
builders reach far beyond artificial 
hiking of apartment costs in the city. 
What has suffered in the process is the 
State's irrigation and power projects. 
The fdrmers in the villages who face 
drought almost every veat and the 
urbanite in Bangalore who is forced to 
eat candlelight dinners (because of a 
shortage of power j would like to know 

i ust wnai the priorities of Mr Gundu 
tao\ government are. 

Louise Fernandes 


Peter Brookes 

New Delhi: A free form, improvised 
rheairc production of the WahaMar- 
ara is being planned by Peter Brook, 
the legendary British director who 
became iniemationally famouK in the 
Sixties with his ttrikm^y innovative 
and modern prnductiuns of 
SbakespeareS tragedies. Brook ar¬ 
rived at New Delhi on 8 February on 
the verv first step towards his new 
project. Brook's MnAaMiaraia will he 
played by a irnupe of actors from 
several counine\ work under him 
■t the Centre f<e Internatinoal Theat¬ 
rical C feat ion V Paris, Brook also 

I lank lo bring the production to India, 
t would he the fir^ theatre produc- 
iioa by one of the great cxperunenial- 
ists of Ihe 2fHh century lu visit ih« 
couniry. 

For Kier Brook, rhe starting point 
of a fairly lung journey to the 
Mahabharara was the very opening of 
the BhugvMd Gjfx. when Arjun stands 


iVter Br<Hik ai Oeihi 



Mahabharata 

before the opposing army and asks 
why he should fight. Brook wanted to 
uke the opening sequence of the Gita 
for Ihe anti-Vietnam war revue, DS, 
which he siaxed at the Aldwych 
Theatre in ihv fair Sixiiei. 

Aejun's question never got into US 
hut Petit Brook met a Sanskrit scht^ 
lar who said that to fully understand 
A/jun's dilemma ii was important to 
understand the previous scene in the 
epic In explaining that scene the 
schular insisted that Brook should 
know about the scene that preceded 
this one. So it vrent on. iiU Peter 
Brook realised that there was i lot in 
the claim that, "whatever has to be 
said has been said in the Mahahhar- 
ata." Bui ihc real theatrical con- 
f rum a. on with the Mahahharara 
came much iater. around 1978, when i 
Kaihakali tnmpe visited Paris. Peter 
Brook and his actors discovered that 
Kaihakab's range of expmssions and 
mnvemeius opened new vistas to their 
own experunents in evolving a basic 
universal idiom in the theatre which 
wnuld be valid for aclors and tudi* 
etices across linguistic barriers. Peter 
Bn«k invited the Kathakali troupe 
for a three-day workshop at tbe Cen¬ 
tre fiw Jniemational Theatrical Crea¬ 
tions and there, waiching and learn¬ 
ing from the Kaihakah dancers. Brook 
decided that he must produce the 
Muhabharera in terms of the 2(Hh 
century A pfoduition that he hopes 
will be relevant both in Europe and 
India 

Anil Saort 


CENSORSHIP 


Is the word 
'Pratisthan' taboo? 


New Delhi: Wh»t happens when the 
sun uf a personal friend of the minister 
of information and broadcasting (in 
this case, the present incumbent of 
that office, Mr Vasant Sathe) makes a 
film that has problems with the censor 
board? The answer to this question is 
to be seen in a scenario that began on 
U December W\. when a 27 year-old 
film producer. Mr Satish Kulkarnj. 
submitted his first feature film lo the 
eaaminina committee <d the central 
board of film censors at Bombay. The 
.censors found his Marathi film CtUi 
Te OiUi (frvm The ^/fev To Dethi) 
politically controversial the film has 
several references to a Gramin Vikas 
Pratisthan (rural develuproent trust) 
which. In the film story, nas been set 
up by two pickpockets and poUiicil 
conmen. Only roo conscious of the 
notoriety surrounding Mr A. R. An^u* 
lay's Pretisthans ano trusts, the cen* 
SOTS misted that all dialogues in which 
the word, Pratisthan. is mentioned 
should be deleted from the film. 

On the lave of it, it appeared to be 
one mure insiance of political cen* 
Horship In Indian cinema. But for two 
facts and one rumour. Fact; Mr Satish 
Kulkarni, the producer of Ca/fi Te 
PiUi IS from AkuU. Mr Vasant Sathe. 
minister of mformation and broadcast 
mgi who hails from Akole and repre* 
sents the neighbuDring U>k Sabhe con* 
Ntitueftcy uf Wardha. is a close friend 
of the Kulkarni family. Fact: Mr Kul 
kurm. who has an outdoor idvertising 
buiine<^s at Ekimbay. has business links 
with Mr Ramesh Sippy, the Bombay 
distributor of ihe Hindi film Men 
Awe/ huno. The rumour is that Merr 
Awn/ ,Sun<> would not have made as 
much monev at the boioffice if it were 
nut fur Mr Sathe himself and the stay 
that the film's distribuiors have got 
from High Courts in various states, 
rincidenially, Mr Gulam Kabi Asad 
MP. who first ubiected to Men A war 
So no, hijs been elected from the 
Washim Lok Sabha constituency. 
Washim is in Akula ilismci) 

These facts assumed a sinister 
dimension when Si M>aY met 27*year- 
old Salish Kulkarrii at Helhi on 13 
Februarv lo talk about the censor 
problems his film OmUi Te Oilli was 
facing Mr Kulkarni appeared to be 
voiy cunfideni. He dismissed his own 
uppeal to the ministry as a formality 
he had undertaken and expressed the 
belief that when he would go to court, 
the court would allow him to retain 
word PratiHthan in hts film. 

Si shAV alvf) managed to nbiain a 
phniugraph of Mr Kulkarni meeting 
Mr VyAuni Sathe, along with actor Mr 
Niiu Phule. when the unit of CeUi Te 
Dilh had cume to l^lhi to shoot (hv 
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last sequences of the film. Since Mr 
Kulkarni's film deals with a political 
subject, one can only pfcsunc that be 
was aware that bis film might face 
censorship problems. Did Mr Rulkajiti 
discuss this matter with family friend 
Mr Vasant Saihe or not? Thu was a 
question he chose to avoid. He. howev* 
er. admits that he has talked to Mr 
Sathe about the problems he was hav- 
ing with the censors, after completing 
the film 

Anil Saari interviewed Mr Saiish Kul* 
karni, noducer ^ the Marathi film 
Gaf/i Te DiUi. Excerpts: 

Q: Whet a the exacr objfcrioo oi the 
film censor board to the use of the 
word. Pratisthan in your Herothi /rim 
Calli Te OilU? 

A;Th4y object to the word Praui* 
than; also to the fact that in this film 
Nilu Phule and Ashok Saraf ^ay the 
toUe of pickpockets. They form a Gra* 
min Viaas Watisthan to make some 
easy money and fool the villagers. 
They culled funds by telling people 
that they will get work done W them 
through the ministers They say that 
they lUve political contacts at Bombay 
and Delhi and things can be done 
easily if money is spent. They tell 
people. 'You spi^ so much money, 
and the work will be dune, because 
you know that is the way things are 
dune.' 

Some villagers come and say that 
they have not been getting enough 
water. The two pickpockets say if you 
give us $0 mvkh money ibe water 
problem will be solved m a minute. 
Some villagers say they need funds 
from Bomtey for a village school; 
some villagers want a brotd*gauge 


railway line to touch the village. The 
rwo pickpockets say. *We have terrific 
influence at Delhi and as soon as you 
pay us beredmmediatelyAhe next day, 
the railway will come to your door* 
stm.' 

Q: In making the film dtd you not 
noiise you would run into censor 
trouble.’ 

A: 1 had started this piaure when 
Mr AnrultyS Praeinhans were not 
there. The word Pratinhan is a very 
popular word in Marathi. 1 started 
working for the film in March 1979; on 
a screenplay. Fortunately, the screen¬ 
play had been printed in 1978 
in a Marathi annual number of Awbp^ 
now it has become Aferi Bhi Awax 
Sono. 1he script is very old. It is 
written by Mr Shankar Patil, a famous 
Marathi writer who specialises in rural 
life. 

By the lime I submitted the film to 
the censors. 14 December, rhe Antulay 
controversy was at its peak. Antulay’s 
Pratisthan had become very notorious. 
That is the main reason the censors 
did not clear the film. The examining 
committee did not offer any comment 
on the film, it simply sent it to the 
revising committee. The revising com* 
mitiee asked for deletion of the word 
Pratisthan from the dialogue. It ilio 
said It would give an 'A' certificate. 
They said in the present form the film 
will not get a 'U* certificate because 
there are a lot of dialoguet with dnub 
la meaning. I have objected in this and 
I still do not accept their deciston. 
Double meaning is a vague term.Thuy 
have not pinpointed the double mean 
ing dialogue. 

Q: How often docs the word. Praris- 
than figure in the dialogue? 

A; This word has come very often. 
About IS to 20 times at least. Tech* 
nically, it is very difficult to cut off a 
single word in the film's dialogue. The 
main questiOQ Is. why should I cut that 
word. I told the censors that there is a 
V. Shantaram Chalchitra Pratisthan, 
Also, there is* the C. D. Mudgulkar 
Pratisthan named after (he famous 
Marathi poet. Above all. one other 


frodocer Saiiib Kulkemi e/td actorSiiu t*hule talking with Vasant Sathe. when 
they were shaotmg at Delhi et the end of 1990 





Mliticiin Also set up a Pratistlw^the 
Jljafflata Pratisthan fouoded Mrs 
shalinitai Pati), There is no objection 
to this. The word also used lo appear 
in daily newspapers. Why should i cui 
it from my film? 

Q: if you starred wttrktnn nn iht film 
in why did you noi have ir 

teosored ear/jer? 

A: Shooting for my film wa^ com 

F leted in Anril 1981. At that time the 
ratisthan lormed by Mr AntuUy was 
not in the UmeU&ht. I could nut suhmii 
the film earlier because the back¬ 
ground music had to be recorded, 
dubbing had to be dune and editing 
had to be completed. 

Q: Did you ever think of Kuhmitiing 
your atm a little fater-Hi/ter the Anrw* 
fay controversy had blown o¥er? 

A; Why should 1 delay? 1 never 
thou|tht they would object to the word, 
Pratisthan Our inientions are clear. 
The censor cenificate wai refused 
os any visuals or weirds amount to 
defamation and contempt of court. As 
per the guideline, they have said they 
are deleting the word, PratUthan. 
They have tailed tu say who wOl be 
defumed. They have only quoted the 
number' 2 U 0 ) of the Kuidelines. 

Q: Why did you clwost this pertku- 
hr iuhjtct fttr your first feature film? 

A: I liked the nubjet t. It was printed 
already. Also, in Maharashtra rural 
politics is a good subject. They are 
very fond of politics in rural Mihar 
ashiru. Our mam business is rural. In 
cities the money goes in advertising 
and other expenses My film is a satire, 
4 satire, out and out a comedy. From 
ihv beginning tu the end, you laugh. 
We have not shown or mentioned any 
particular politician or party. 

Do you think the censors have 
been hv^r.ven>rr/ve nn this melfer^ 
A. Yet. hvperiiensitive. They ithe 
censor board] have seen my film with 
prejudiced minds.ln the original letter 
they had given two more political cuts 
which were later waivea. So we can 
say they viewed film with prejudiced 
minds only. 


The first cut in the original letter 
shows Nilu Phule and Ashok Saraf in 
Delhi, near India Gate. Ashok Saraf 
says that the cheats of Delhi are of 
great repute, Nilu Phule replies, *We 
need not worry because we are wear- 
ing white cap on our heads,’ The 
censors took objection to white caps. 
The second objection was to another 
sequence; Nilu Phule is staying in the 
bungalow of the village oarei. The 
peteFs daughter brings miik for him 
early in the morning. Ndu Phule asks 
her why she did not bring tea instead 
in (he morning The girl says, 'My 
mother said that sahib is a Congress¬ 
man so he won't like tea., better to take 
him milk.’The censors said. ’Cut Con* 

I .ressmen.* These cuts were waived 
ster. We said the reference was not to 
the Gandhi cap but only to white caps. 
This shows the way they have seen the 
films. 

Q: Suppose the mimsny does not 
listen to your epi^^ aiainsr the cen¬ 
sor boerd^ decision eSout the word, 


Fretisthen? 

A: I am Dot j^ng to remove that. I 
don’t mind going to court for this. 
Definitely and positively I am going to 
court. This is just a formality to appeal 
to the secretary Under the Cincmato* 
graph Act f ISU) Clause S {D k it is just 
a formality 1 have to do. 

Q: Did you met the cheimen of the 
tensor boerd, Mr Hrishikesh 
Mukberjee? 

A: No, I couldn’t meet the chaiman. 
He has not been cuoimg to (he office 
regularly. Also, his term expired in 
January. We met the members of the 
reviling committee. One of them was 
so rude. He said, ’we have favoured 
you u lot.* I said censoring a piciiue is 
a formality and not an obliuiion. If 
you want you can give a hundred mnre 
cuts I will see what is to be done. The 
film was seen by a cummitiee in which 
there were two non-Maharashtrians. 
How can they understand the climax 
which is in Marathi? Then (here was 
also a Gujarati lady. She said that the 
rest IS okay but Prstisihan will have to 
80 

My contention was that I had made 


the film earlier than the Antulay con> 
troversy. Actually. I didn't dream that 
(hey would object tu the word Pratis- 
than. Tomorrow if Antulay is selected 
to i«n the central cabinet in Delhi, 
they might ^ay. change the tirle of the 
film Gain Te OUli, bWause it means 
from the alleys to Delhi. 

Q: U you succeed tn letatning the 
Cremin Vilras Pratisr/ian in your (iho, 
this controversy will boost your bosvf 
(ice collections. 

A; Now that depends on the public. I 
can only say that when there is injus* 
rice J must fight it. Whether the people 
respond to it or not depends on them. I 
say Antulay defended Kis trusts and ha 
has gone. People in the censor (ward 
who want to protect Pralisthan should 
follow Antulay's footsteps. My main 
intention is to M (o court. These arc 
all formalities. IT it is cleared (by the 
appellate in the ministry) well and 
d. otherwise I will go to court, 
at I want from Ihe ministry is an 
immediate clearance, either yes or ho. 
so that 1 can rake my next steps at 
Bombay. I am not worried about 
whether it it ‘yes' or 'no' at Delhi. 



FESTIVAL 

Remembering India 
in England 


New Delhi: The festival of India Kbe* 
duled to be held in Briiaio this year is 
becomiu more and more* like Jack’s 
beanstalk. And it is still grewina. It 
started out, casually enough, io i978 
vritb an idea from (be Bntiab Hi^ 
Commissioner and his wife, Lady 
Thomson, that an exhibition be held in 
England of the preckms wewks of Indj* 
an en. The idea developed, not with¬ 
out some initial heartburn, into some- 
thii^ eJtogetber different when the 
Indien and British sides put their 
heads together. When Ihe advisory 
committee was formed in 19B0 in India 
with Pupui jayakar at its head, every¬ 
thing went into fourth gear. 

And ’now nobody really knows 
where the beanstalk is goini to end, 
nor all that has grovm al^ its trunk. 
The arts, the sdences, the enfts, the 
people, virtually everything under the 
Indian sun has been included. 

The festival will begin with a bang 
in Bderch this year, with a concert ^ 
the two grand maestros of (he East and 
West: Ravi Shankar at his sitar, and 
Zubin Mehta conducting tbe London 
Philhamonic Orchestra, will perform 
in the 7300 seats festival ball. ’The 
other half of the inaugural concert will 
be by U.5k$ubbalai^, The dosing 
function will be more iofomal in a 
more Indien style^vdth an all night 
eMcert. 

The two patrons of the festival, 
which will CMtinue until November, 
are the (wo iron ladies of (be West end 
the East: Mrs Thatcher and Mrs Gan¬ 


dhi, both of whom are keen to show 
that th^ have a personal interest in 
the festival as well The festival has 
been organised hy both (he govern¬ 
ments but a lot of private money will 
also flow in. As the festival pew, so 
did the need for money. At this end, it 
is being spearheaded by Pupul 
Javskar, the hi^-priesteis of Indian 
culture. At the other end 'is Sir 
Michael Walker. 

1982 might ju«( turn out tu be India 
Year m England. A bit of the Indio 
wave might even cross that little 
xiretch ol water separating Engl and 
fr<im PraiiLe, A Japanese exhibition on 
in UmJon pul a Japanese accent on 
most things Brinsh for a whilo’-trom 
clothes, to food, to mood. But, while 
currs* already inundated England, 
the export rejects in garments that arc 
flooding the pas'oments of major ludi 
an «’ities at throwaway prices, show 
commerve to he in failing health. 

With the increasingly thin line be¬ 
tween art and commerce almost dis¬ 
appearing, India has quite a chance to 
become a fa mode in more meaningful, 
lucrative ways. In fart, it will he quite 
ironic that while Indian good.s aro 
meeting tough ^orecUonist wo I Is in 
the West and the turned backs of the 
EEC, a cultural invasion of this Mature 
will take place. It is the best Trojiin 
horse possible; art often carries com¬ 
merce piggyback. 

And then, India and Brtiain. Iiki- two 
estranged luvers have a lot of tutihiiig 
up to do, a lot of fences to mend The 
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60R welcomes the 


participants 
of the 1st 
Mehru Gold 
Cup Football 
Tournament 



60fl shares the dreams of our first Prime Minister, in attaining self 
sulficiencv in the field of vital medicines. 
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S«vent] 6 $^ *Raj nottiigit'' bn sot three mun parrs. India's past mb be 
Quite petered out but racial teDSiOQ in re^senicd in eafaibiCiOBS at ibe Vic* 
£o(lend is straininj hard on the tone, the Albert and cbe Bntisb 
already fragile tiM. Tlus is also a museums (the original core of the 
public relationi eaercise on a Gargan* festival which has expanded im 
tuan scale. Much of the funding, on measurably). The Hayward gallery 
both sides, is from private organise- will host a major exhibition of Indian 
lions. painting and srapture from the diird 

The festival has been divided into century. Contemporary India wiU be 



of mdepcndeni'c. Recent/y. 3 S nefced children ^vifihuhsinf tik* >eer< rd ind<*p«'- 
nJence marthcd vfl the street', nf Ahmt'dabad drinaodiiig }uu tAM. The Jrm. 
uo^ffenon wa* ^/rgenrsed try the Ltl Bjvw /httpoht rlwh ft sht -1 

uni%i fertv (rf/ndw. The p^fAgnph rtK* nekid ihrWrrn tht- twu* ttf 

Induhl Vtgfftir'f staiue 


liwsented through a series of exhibi' 
liuns including living painters and 
fUni».. bnuks. graphics and photogra* 
phv. The emphasis will also be on the 
cufUinusty n( the traditional skills in 
both tnlk and classical arts, as well as 
in crafts and handluooib. Indian crafts 
and skilU arc then alive and well and 
living in rarolull.v resumeirated hand* 
krahv and cUcMcal arts Indian cul* 
ture and aesihcticc didu'l die, they 
were nnlv hiding iwhmd all the nylon 
seri.*i and lUe pUistii*, po I venter boom. 

An essentullv dirUirnt dimension 
to the levtivdl wilt bi* rh<* exhibition on 
Indian s«*ieiae, i>t hn<.Uu*.v and medi¬ 
cine at the Mieiii e muH'um. This sec¬ 
tion ih bivivuUv 'An Indian idea and is 
funded hv Indi.i VhiN was initially to 
hail* be ill M(i ihr.' hist or \ of science in 
India Rut :t Ims ended up incliMlmg 
MMne <d India's mr>r*< it'ieoi achieve 
meats fokhiiian i.an'i 'tnitc he in* 
(hided, lint fhi*r‘* will hi' the 22 metre 
SlA > tiMk*i lauit’k '.liaU'gically 
placed < »u I Side I lie HICT) u* ni u se um— i i 
C.in't fit i/i*:iHi» nr.r v.if *hc AlTI.K 

!i;.* hjvhughi (it I' >1 it*ncc cvldbi¬ 
ll.. . M -* (1 .1 ; ‘ u.ii c>| ih*- vrell 

planned utu's .d ihe Indus Valley 
civili^iaiion. The chairman of the com* 
mil tee for the Mience exhibition is 
Prnfessue M (i. K Mi’mm 

Another •ittr.Ktion (d the tesiival 
Wdlix- Vishn.tk.iim.''\' vXhthillOflOf 
nut'l'*r* |(*%t)i» . !i' be pirseiited 

al !ht K>** ( f An in the 

auiuo:n <1 l‘U.' !h.' .'sl.d'llion rif old 
sham..n..I*., >u\ iodnu .nmc ancient 
Muxhal i.iiV' will I'r.jbably be the 
conversation piec** i<i the festival*^ 
they never made them tikt* that in the 
West* 

Exhibit mu*, such us the one on play¬ 
ing cards in>m ibt Bethnal Green 
Museum of Childhood, “The inside of 
•Cl Indian viHagc'* ar ihr Museum of 
Miinhn;'^ w)<oV %d* show a full sited 
(radi'.oo.d d' sr. ^dri (.dgnificant in 
an enerev sr.nvt.d w^rld). the interior 
j * • ' : (nd ihe ArniiClv 

ld*':n^i.<u. *’I d:a ait* aUii included. 

Tt'ii iiijstt.i cr.tfismvn from different 
regions of the country will work inside 
and outside the »er(^nrine gallery as 

i »ari <il an exhibition ot classical and 
r»!k arts. Hit* exhibition will also visit 
some of the regional centres in Eng* 
land 

Similarlv. in the performing arts 
sini in ao n'vtt*s?\t>c dimension will 
b(* Jiidvd I'l iho fitna A/risva para- 
mp.ir.i; <ju:«’a»dnig I'urus tif classical 
Indian daiao and music will perform 
along With rheir pupils. Alrogether 2 (X) 
performing' artwes will go to England. 

The photographic exhibition will 
attempt to show Jndia through four 
British and four Indian eyes: Benaras 
thiouf^ Ian Berry. Rajasthan from 
Derry Moore's lens, Michael Freeman 
foc uses on Kerala and Kaniataka, and 
Patrick Ward on Catholicism in Goa. 
Indian eyes will have Raghu Rai cap* 
turm>> (hr iniMl fervnui of SagaliAd 
and RaM.ir, TV. Nayarajan on Tcnple 
» • * '' i*h. D'^ip Mehia on 

li.nihL crafts 
^3 


of Gujmt. 

The more coorroveniel pert of cho 
festival is the section oa the Uvue 
painters. Initially, only the work* cl 
SIX painters^hree living three deed 
<Amrica SherCill. Jamini Rgj ud 
Rabindranath Tagore for the early 

S art of the century and M. F. Husseio, 
bupen Khakhar and K. C. Sul^ 
ramanyam lor the latter}—were in* 
eluded for the exhibition on modem 
artists at the Tate gallery. .Bui the 
Royal Academy of Arts will now dww 
100 works from 35 painters. There was 
a scramble to get into this part of the 
show which was included wnen Inditn 
painters protested about the major 
chunk of Indian art being left out, and 
against the concentration on the pen. 

The exhibition on films to be held at 
the National Kiln Theatre in London 
will be on through much of the dura* 
tion of the festival. It is divided into 
four parts* an Indian silent film JCefiya 
Maroano. India scan through foreign 
Mt (films fur instance like Renoirs 
River), a Ritwik Ghauk rttroepectlve, 
and contemporary films. 

Adding lustre (o the festival in c 
more coir^ercial sense, will be the 
promocionals by the major departman* 


nl $tom hke FatfridgM. Liberty, Bar- 
Tay mstfNlcheiii etc, aa weD aa colour 
magailM apeciela ao India. 

Ifrs Jayu^s aotkuaiaaii about the 
coBing faarival is Quite evident Them 
Bust Em been harrewiag Boments, 
but thai|i, iha says, are now oa the 
rails: '*WliM a osna ft iing is going along 
Quiody. is is alao going on amootWy. 
What we really wtat to do is to bring 
as many cbildrtfl into the festival as 
pessibli. To chaage the sind of the 
child ia England—both the child of 
Indian pereoiage and of British pares* 
tage * sir John, the Britiah High Cob* 
ausaioner, ia a press coefereoce last 
numtb had alao emphaiiaed the need 
for (his. stressing tM dnfctai apart of 
the two couairies. *‘We waat people ro 
understand Indie's deep roort and bow 
they ere floweriae toaey . We in Bri- 
teia would alao like to shew that we 
care about lodM..." 

Mrs Jayakar is confident about Indi* 
a'l skills. ^ says, “Ho dtill has died 
in ledia. Fatrooage might have died 
but no skill has died. Culture has 
never been os alive as durug the last 
SO yeers...* The festival will tell if it is 
reuy m. 

Madhn Jala 


MAHARASHTRA 


Antulay's birthday party 


Bombay: li wasthrsume A.R. Amulsy. 
Uiv lor hi'k own birihdav partv and 
liK^king (Upj>er anti n<»i a day older 
I lull 4.1, III swiless whiiv, when he was 
Ck’k’htuimgHii 5,tril hinhdav. The par¬ 
ly was at I hi* TViiuVs room iif the Taj 
Mahal Hotel to which some 46 
“friends" were Inviltsl. Iti Antulay's 
w<iuls ihoso invited were of iwu caie 
gciiies: fi lends and people who were 
iTiiiiul (d him bill toing to under¬ 
stand him Others mtluded chief 
minister Bhosale who motored to ihe 
parly in “his” silver sleek Tovota Cres 
vidaiMMG HHIOk and the old faithfuls 
trom the publicuy department with 
camerami n in tow As the 
tr.i Ttnu's sold in a rather nasty edlto* 
Mill tiTloJ. “The shameless are always 
happy,” Aotulay has created a new 
iasi<' sv.sivm amoiii* purnallsu— 
liioiuls. scorpions and snakes. 

Ml Antulav reiterated ad nauseam 
thill he U.h\ “no regrets” fnr what he 
had done and that from the time he 
was 111 vo.irs old he used tv collect 
fuotls lor gtHid caus4*s. .41 that lime it 
was Rs 4.(M)0 to Ks 5.000. As chief 
ministei what was Rs S crores, he 
asked. My said he would do i( all over 
«igain given a second chance. He did 
nor s|HH’ilv wheiHi*rai chairman of (he 
Ks 2d emit* stale imgaijon develo|> 
mviii [v>aid lie would dv the seme— 
gi I oig 1111 uu t iu n prvjec ts and con* 
.if.u is for (oirutions 

' fhv Pruti»ihun will siav.” he said 
nio rtiinoioiad that two more names 


have been added, that of actor Sunil 
Du(( and liticraieur Daji Bhat 
wadvkhar. making ihe Indira Gandhi 
Pratibha Pratisthan (IGPPl which had 
only two minister^ two judges and two 
buiinevsmcn and one MP as trustees, 
•ore representative ' 

But bygones are bygones and (here 
are immediate problems. The trustee 
judges. AgRorwal and Masodkar. who 
are under fire in the Bombay High 
Couri. and the two former ministers. 
Rdmr«i«i Adik and Narendra Tidke, 
were handing in their resigiiairarts bui 
have been (old b> Mr Antulay nut toes 
Mrs Gandhi said they should not res* 
Antwl;rt tvI/cHiing ewiev sj/Ke 

f was f5' 



ign. Mr Antulny hei obviouiiy ruid hU 
‘Mloved beder" wrong ageio end 
dMmId have realised after the v/t^ tht 
acred folburing the Lentin ludgemeot, 
that she was only giving Aim ■ long 
rt^ tu hang himself with once again. 

Now there are two cases pending 
against him in the Bombay High Court 
asking for the trusts to be wound up la 
the money was cvHected by Mr Antu* 
lay by ^'misrepreseelation and fraud." 
At present (he funds of the 1GPP have 
been frozen vn the basis of this pati* 
(ion by Mr Medhu Dandavate. MP and 
iKhers. 

According to a wry reliable source 
ji matters little if Mrs Gandhi allows 
him to continue with the trusts be* 
cause the money is froten. So, adding 
one or ten more trustees is immateriaT 
What (he outcome of these cases will 
be IS vbvioui. Then the trustees will 
have to resign and a whole new set will 
be taken in. It is also learnt that Mrs 
Gandhi has the legendary Subbalak* 
shmi in mmd for the chairmanship of 
the trusts. A major question remains: 
should not the money that has been 
literally purloined irum the state 
treasury and the poor canegrowers be 
return^> 

Acvrwding lo the case of the petl* 
tinners, Mr Madhu Dandavate and 
othen,pcnding m the High (^urt, the 
first instalment of R$ 10 lakhs out of 
the grant of Rs two crores made in the 
government budget was fraudulently 
obtained at the instance of Mr Antulay 
frum the cuntmgency fund fur the 
Praihihan. Under the rules framed for 
the purpose, >aid the petition, it is laid 
dnwn that normally no payment 
should be made from the contingency 
fund except in cases of absolute ne¬ 
cessity which is required to be certi¬ 
fied by the officer of the department 
seeking the payment. Funner, the 
petitioners uy that the assistant 
secretary to the government, social 
welfare and cultural affairs depart* 
ment. while staling reasons why the 
proposed expenses could not be post* 
poned till the provision was made 
through supplementary demands or m 
the annual budget, has stated in his 
application that the '‘working of the 
Praiisthan is to start immediately.** 
The petitioners say that this was a 
lame excuse. Mr Antulay's trust was 
not even registered under the Bombay 
Public Trust Act till 16 November 
1960. Even after its registration, till 
the filing of this petition, the said 
IGPP trust has not carried on any o( its 
activities at all. The Mtitioners have, 
therefore, reason to believe that the 
$*sffl of Rs 10 lakhs was mala fide 
obwined from the contingency fund 
and,must have been utifised for a 
purpose not warranted by the terms of 
the trust. The petitioners say that the 
entire grant of Rs iwo crores u also in 
violation of the Bombay Financial 
Rules 19S9, the rules of which hr* 
framed under Article 166 of the Coa* 
stitution of India for safeguarding in* 
teresti i>f the state against corrupt and 
undesirable practices. 

(Ngi Tellia 




NEWS ; INTERNATIONAL 


Sattar seems determined 
to root out corruption 


Dwci: Bangladesh President Abdus 
Sattar apMared to have avoided a 
maior poliiicai crisis last week (12 
February) by dissolving bis 42< 
member council of ministers and re* 
piacing U by a smaller i8*maa council. 
The sudden move, however, did not 
surprise many, for they were expect- 
ing such a dramatic development be* 
cause of the sharp political oifferencei 
and fierce intra pam quarrels de* 
velopmi within the ruling Bangladesh 
NationaJist Parw {BNP> following the 
late President Zlaur Rahman's assas* 
sinatlon on 30 May 1081. 

But what surpris^ most people was 
the language in which he criticised 
and blamed his own hand*picked 
cahinet fur being inefficient and cor* 
rupt. In a message to the nation over 
radio and TV. Mr Sattar said that the 
council of ministers was being dis¬ 
solved “because doubts and dissatis- 
fuction have arisen in the minds of the 
people about the honesty, sincerity 
and integrity uf many members of the 
cabinft...ihis step is being taken to 
free the overall administrative system 
from corrupiivn and uncertainties.. * 

Apparently, Sattar’s problems be* 
gafi iiuun after his election as Presi¬ 
dent un 15 November 1961, when the 
massive popular mandete prompted 
him to say mat the army's role was to 
defend the sovereignty of the country. 
In a democracy, the army had no 
further role to play. This h^ boosted 
hi.s image, albeit temporarily, at home 
and abroad, but soured his rela* 
tionship with the army. 

The army had played a crvcial role 
following resident Zlaur Rahman's 
assassination. Despite repeated* sug¬ 
gest ioris from some politicians—bou 
from the opposition and the ruling 
party^to promptly take over power, 
the army leaders opted for coatmuing 
the democratic process that began in 
1978. However, the army suggested 
that to avoid periodical convulsioos in 
the armed forces (there have been as 
many as 17 attempted coups in the 


past SIX years and two presidents bare 
been killedk they should be allowed to 
have a say in the adminastraiton of tbe 
couB^ through some coniiitutional 
provision. This was needed, they 
argued, because tbe Bangladesh army. 
iipiiL* others, had been involved is 
tbe 1971 war of liberation and in tbe 
process bad becootc highly politicised. 

Hie appoiatBieni m cm first 42* 
member council of ministers following 
hit election also belied popular ex¬ 
pectations. Sattar's tough nandling uf 
the bank strike only days before the 

S ’esideotial election had convinced 
sngladesbis he would be a no* 
nonsense Fresideni interested in 
achieving results. After all, at his age 
(76 yearsK he can hardly have any 
further political ambitions. It was. 
therefora, thought at the lime that be 
would not induct those known lo be 
corrupt. Instead be would appoint a 
small cabinet. But In practice, his large 
cabinet was allowed to be dminaied 
by the rightwing pro*klainic faction of 
the BNP, shattering the balance so 
painstakingly maintained by the late 
President Zla between various fac¬ 
tions of the ruling parry. 

The infighting witUn the ruling par¬ 
ty intensified and tbe vmy's luke- 
vrarm attitude towards the Sarrar gov¬ 
ernment created an uncertainty in the 
administration. Tbe administration 
which had grown accustomed to tbe 
liie Presidmi's decision making pro* 
cess, failed to switch over to the new 
mode of ruling: Mr Setter's aloof and 
UB involved style of adautustration. 
Unlike Zia. used to keep his 
miniaters and top bufeaucrets awake 
well past midni^t, either to enquire 
about results on decisioas already 
piade or to pass on new ideas, the new 
President did oot seem to want results. 
Consequently, nothing much hap* 
pened. Impwtant decisim got lost m 
the procedural wruA^ee even before 
implementatkm. Hie present food cri¬ 
sis is a case in poioi. Demts a re¬ 
latively bad crop due to uniavounble 


.Pn-s^or 5aitar at 9 preu coofertan t/rer his tieettoo m ^eskfeai 


is '* : w »•' - 
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weatiier cooditiooa. the disemiofi of 
tbe eruis Is totally aniuitified. lu fact, 
tbe problem was allowed to develop to 
nwt^ng propor t ions merely because 
of iadeaskm and mismanagement. 

The present IB-member coudcU of 
miniiiers (ten of cabinet rank and 
eight Binisters of state) includes two 
wukaown freedom filters, Profes¬ 
sor Youiuf All and Abdul Halim Chow- 
dbury. Yh it is dominated bv tbe 
r^htwing, moderately pro-lslamic fac¬ 
tion. However. Sattar has already 
prised the dissidents within the 
ruling party who are opposed to the 

3 twtng pro-lslamiu faction that he 
try lo maintain the ‘‘p^ilict of 
balance” by including a few more. 

Meinwhils, the President has been 
tough with some of his former minis¬ 
ters. Youih minister Abul Kashem. the 
president of the powerful Nationalist 
Juba (youth) Dal, was not only drofv 
pad from the last cabinet but was 
arrested for providing shelter in his 
official residence to a criminal wanted 
by the poliCe on charges of seven 
murders. Kashem, a member of Parlia¬ 
ment was promptly releasad on bail. 
Tht arrest of tne alleged murderer, 
Emdadul Huu Imdu, from Kashem's 
residence on lO Fehru^ speaks high¬ 
ly of Ssttar's determination to curb 
such unlawful activities of his minis¬ 
ters and panyiMn. The Juba Dal's 
central leadership is also expected to 
undergo major cKangei soon. 

Another former deputy minister and 
a membei of Parliament is now being 
hunted by the police for allegedly 
possessing iUegal arms. Pleading ^ 
party leaders failed to produce any 
results. Home minister, M. A. Matin, 
an eye specialist by profession, has 
declared war against organised crime. 
He told Sunday that he would make 
the administration totally impartial. 
Ruling party members and officials 
would not be allowed to enjoy aqy 
special treatment. **We vrill take a 
legalistic anitude,* he added. 

Kpwever, in tbe face of mounting 
internal and external problem^, Mr 
Sartar appeared to have yielded sub¬ 
stantially to the imy's demand. He 
has now formed a smaller six-member 
National Security Council (NSC) with 
the three ioryico chiefs, the Prime 
Minister and the vice president under 
his own chainsaaship. the larger 10 * 
oimnber National ^curity Council 
with four other cabinet ministers in 
additi >n to the six above was 
announced by the guvernment on 1 
January 1961, to "advise and assist* 
the government on all matters relating 
to national security had been rejected 
by tbe army. 

While it is oot yei cleat what role 
tbe NSC is likely to play in the admi¬ 
nistration or its legal status under the 
Constitution, there is no doubt that it 
would increasingly become an effec¬ 
tive policy-making body. A clearer 
picture almui the NSC’s functioning 
and Mr Saiiar's own policy adjust¬ 
ments to suit the new situation will 
probably emerge in the next couple of 
weeks. 

S. Kamaluddin 


45 




7 =: 


KELTRON 

STEREO CAR CASSETTE PLAYER 

MODEL TC 0441 


Kditron now brings you a suparb 
car cassette player sturdily built to 
withstand the rigours of today's 
driving. Yet highly sensitive and 
powerfui-to give sheer musical 
enjoyment. Your car may let you 
down, but the music won't. 

Saiient features: 

12-watt output 

Works without a hitch even in 
extreme temperatures 

Stereophonic soumi 

Suitable lor cars, luxury buses 
and trucks 

Backed by Keliron expertise, 
dependability and service 

Keltron Stereo Car Cassette Player. 
Keeps you in the mood •when you 
die on the move. 



Price Hs. 1250^ 
including speakers 
& suppressor kit. 
Texes extra. 


glhELTRDN 

‘wicwv hciw to servfe trie oeopie* 

Kerala State Electronics 
Development Corporation Ltd 

Ovihk C«ICMna 

Marlietirve Olviiion. 

Keltron Heuoo. Volloyombilom. 

1 <ivindrv 4 n SM 0O1. Ttloohont 60^21 



W. B. pension for 
Ramanujan's widow L_J 

Th« Wtrvi Ben^l i!i)v«rrtmenc has de* 
vidiMl 10 M^ani a p«nsinn of Bs 200 to S. 
Janitki Ammai. wifa of the famous 
mtirhefnaiician Srinivasan Ramanu 
jun Thi pii|(ht of 82 yaar-old Janaki 
Ammal. who nkes out a ianeiy tnin 
vncc m the evening ot har Ufe< was 
luKhlifihK’d bv Pritish Nandy in an 
intervigw with har (Sinpav. 7 
KobruuryV 

Cassette libra ry for 
blind students r ~ 

A ca^Nctie library fur blind students is 
lieinft set up by the New Life for India 
Movement (NLIMi, recoKnited by 
MudruN University and hnused at the 
TheoKophkcal S<>ciety» Madras, The 

t asioliV with about 200 ca^seties to 
siari with, will cater to !iU t*hnd sru* 
di'iitki. These caHseires will be a boon 
to blind Ktudcniv a* readinR Braille 
for long fH'rir>ds li an onerous task 
wIikIi noinhsi rlieii finiers. Moreover, 
Hi 01 III' liimkA are exi^natve and 
I umlH rsomo. To b«Rin with, 'CasioUb' 
will cate I III I he needs u( underKradu* 
aiv Mudent*! (of Madras University) in 
Tiimil and i'lnRlish literature, political 
scleIlly, hliirorv ond philosupnv. Stu¬ 
dy rits will be (1 (lowed to keep cassettes 
loi ir* to tU days. 

Coolinp drink to 

fight summer L- _ ~l 

It is Rujng to be a slightly cooler 
summer for some Calcuttans this year, 
thanks to the Bharat Chamber of Com¬ 
merce which has decided to put up a 
chilled drinking water plant near the 
Telephone Bhavan in the central BBD 
Bagh area, at a cost of about Rs l.S 
lakhs. The plant will provide 600 
glasses of cold water every hour and 
will operate for eight hours every day 
between 10 am and 6 pm. 

Bengali film festival 
in France i_ _~~~l 

A film reaeaKh institute in France, 
Cinamatheoue, U or^nising a Bengali 
film festival in Paris in September this 
year. Cmematheque'i Dominique 
Sarfaty, wfw was in Calcutta for (he 
Filmotsav. is takiog the lead in orga¬ 
nising the festival m Serfaty, who 
doing research on the Bengali euw' 
ma, has talked to leading Beogali film 
makers and Satyajit Ray has atfebd to 
release his films for the festival. Whai 
attracted Ms Sarfaty lo the Bengali 
cinema is its “aesthetic validity" and 
she feels that most Bengali films are 
“very throbbing, vibrating and impor¬ 
tant.* She hopes to screen 30 to 40 
Bengali fUms made in the last three 
decades in the festival which will last 
from two to three weeks. Ms Sarfaty Is 
also making a documentary on Bengab 
fUmmakera 



Nipping cancer 

in the bud I I 

The Cancer Institute in Madras is on 
ihe brink uf esulving a uthnique for 
(he early deieciion of lvmphoma«>^a 
malignant cimditiiin afflicting chil 
dren mure Dn the ba^ic of the pre 
hmin,try rt’Neanh lindihKN of chy msli- 
iiiu% the department ol wience and 
uthiMilngv has advanced a grant of Rc 
M lakhs to perteci the mviHiid rd 
diagnosing lymphomas. Most types <d 
cancer can be cured if diagnuss^ early 
cmuugh. The technique evolved Ity the 
mstiiiute. if perfected, will he able to 
Jiagfluse lymphomas through simply 
hlovd tests even before svmptutns uf 
lamer aciually surface The institute 
will devote the next ihiee years to 
iKtlecung Ihe laboratory method of 
blood aiia1v>i$ for diagnosing the dis 
ease. Though oaly three per cent of 
adult cancer patients are afflicted by 
lymphomasJt constitutes a staggeriru 
40 per cent of malignancies in chil¬ 
dren 

BHEL keeps paying 




Presideot S^ojiva Reddr raceivxivt rhe 
BHELcbtQue 


Tha Bharat Heavy Electricals limited 
has paid the government Rs nine 
c r ore s representing su per cent di¬ 
vidend on ^uity capital. BHEL has 
been decUri^ a dividend of six per 
cent on equity capital since 1^7&77 
after wiping all the accumulated 
losses in I97S-76. The total amount of 


after wiping all the accumulated 
losses in I97S-76. The total amount of 
dindend paid is over Rs 40 crores. 
BHEL's contribution to the national 
exchequer in the form uf taxes, duties, 
interest and dividend comes to over Rs 
1J42 crores. 


Tribal children 

get primfirs l I 

The Andhru Pradesh guvernment has 
pabli^ed primers in irilkal languages 
such as Snwara, Kuya, Lambada and 
<k»nda in ihe Telugu sciipi. These 
bonks are being supplied lu the chil¬ 
dren of dll tntml (ashram) schnolK In 
(he state from (hr 1982-Ki academic 
war. The primers weie compiled and 
cnlilrd by officials of the Stale Tribal 
Cultural Research and Training Insti¬ 
tute and prominent anthropologists. 

Test tube trees I I 

After the te<i tube baby, now the 
test (ubr tree. Botanisis uf iHdhi Uni- 
veniiy have succeeded in growing a 
timber iree in a lest luba using ihe 
tissue culture technique. The ciniire 
plan (let of the dalbcrgia has 

l>een grown in a test tube by culturing 
u small part of the germinau-d seed. 
The dafftergia si%siin trees normally 
propagate vegvutivelv bui this takes a 
long time. Tissue culture is a icdini- 
(lUi- of mass propagation of plants of 
uvsired type. Plants grown ibis way 
arc- so uleriiical tha I thev apiXMi to 
have rulled out of a factory assembly 
tioe This milk bv the Dtdhi University 
IxManists, headed hy Dr Aiuiidhiiii 
Mukhopailhvay and Dr D Y. Mohan 
Kutn. IS the first repnn on doiiiil 
propagation of a timlwr tree using iKv 
seedling root us (he starting maieiial. 
Seeds of ihe tree were collected iron) 
the campus and were allowed lo ger- 
minaie under aseptic conditions. Alier 
germination, one centimetre- portions 
were cut from the loot and cultured in 
test tubes containing selected nur- 
rients. Each r<Kii thus cuitured pro¬ 
duced two or three plantlets 

East will meet West ern 

The Iniernaiiunal 1 lanspersonal Asso¬ 
ciation ilTA). a scientific orgonisation 
which unifies people from different 
walks of life wiih i^elr c’ommoq in¬ 
terest in transpersonal analysis, will 
hold its seventh annual conference in 
Bombay. The (heme uf (he conference 
is 'hast and West; Ancient Wisdom 
and Modern science.’ and will bring 
together wuslem stientisis and east 
ecn spiritual leaders The aiin of (he 
{TA is to synthesise the two H'entingW 
divvrse viewpoints m(o,u unified sys¬ 
tem of thinking. Among other luminar¬ 
ies who will attend the Lust West meet 
are Mother Teresa. Sri <>urudcv Swa- 
mi Mukcananda Paramahunsu. an uu- 
iboriry on Siddha Yoga, the Dalai 
f.ama. spiritual leader of the Tihvtanv 
the renowned physicist Ur f ritjof Ciip- 
ra and Dr Karl Pribram, the weil- 
known neurusurgeon. There will aUu 
be special cultural events like The 
Tao of Jau\ a musical and dance 
syntheiii of the E«si and West pre¬ 
sented ^ Paul Horn, one of the 
greatest )iu artistes and Al-C'hung- 
Uang Huang, a teacher of Tii-Cni 
dance theatre. 
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SECURE UNDER THE RAMCO ROOF: 



The smallest industries 
and the largest... 


Departments, leading 
e/chnecTs. engineers, 
contractors er»d other 
profe$sior)els in the bull 
dir>g ifKlusiry specify 
Remco Roofing for 
ell types of factories 

Remco rs today at the 
top. where ali excellent 
products should be 


The hum of rv>Khines 
and men workup 
together. 

Industrial India is today 
structured wdhgient 
factories, industrial 
estates, sheds work 
shops, etc. A national 
production force busily 
at work urrder the Ramco 
Roof. 

It s secure under the 
Ramco Roof Because 
Ramco Roofs are all- 
proof Every Remco 
Asbestos Cement Sheet 
manufactured guarantees 
permanent protection 
with minimum mainte¬ 
nance 

That’s why Central ar>d 
Stale Government 


-Up there 
Above the rest 



SOUTHERN ASBESTOS CEMENT UMrTED m r«m. uaeiH see oot e>i«M 1200a is iimii 

OlfiCM pe«i9Mrt lamp Ain*# f«CISn*« P AmoAtA |f*AtilK*dvl # K«rur 
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T he>trategie$ of the $up«r 
powers are shaped by their 
ll(»ba] rivalries. Though 
Durgpe remains their first 
priority. West Asia comes 
next on tneir lists. The US has tour 
objectives in West Asia—la prc* 
serve Israel as its principal ally, to 
subtHin moderate Arab regimes 
BjtainHt radical alternative, to isv* 
Ute the Palestinians and ro keep 
the Snviel Union nut of the region 
by opposing all efforts to revive a 
strung Arab-Soviet connection. 
Obviously, the pursuit of the 
second and fourth objectives coipes 
into conflict vriih the first. 

In the mid’SOs. the Baghdad Pact 
Miuied by Turkey and Iraq. 
l.uler, Britain. Pakistan and Iran 
loined ihc allianve. Iraq withdrew 
lifter ihiTuvnliMion in 1958 and the 
headquaricrN of the allmncc was 
moved to Ankara (Turkey i. and 
renamed the Central Treaty Orga- 
Misaiicm (CKNTOi. The US did nut 
bt'cotiio «i lull member but joined 
tho econo mu, military and counter- 
siihversion committee!!, and vent 
observers to its meetings. 

In 1979, Iran and Pakistan with¬ 
drew from CFNTO and the remain 
mg memhers dissolved ihe orga 
nisatiun. Bui the US aims remained 
unaltered and were pursued 
through bilateral diplomatic con¬ 
tacts which proved remarkably sac 
cessful Jordan threw out the rales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). I^dai broke up the Arab 
alliarue. kicked out the Russians, 
fought with Israel and then sought 
a separate peace. Iraq drew away 
from the USSR. Admittedly, the 
Shah’s departure was a selb^k to 
US interest in the region, but the 
rise of Islamic fundamentalism 
alarmed the USSR and may have 
influenced their decision lo enter 
Af^anisian against their better 
judgment. 

Today, Israel is militarily very 
powerful. Of all the states border¬ 
ing her. only Syria supports (he 
Palestinians in their struggle 
against Israel. Egypt's and Jordan's 
borders with Israel are quiet and 
ara likely to remain su. The PLO is 
isolated in Lebanon which has 
undergone a de facto partition be 
tween Syria and its Muslim clients, 
and Israel and its Christian clients; 
a cemstant reminder lo the Arab 
world of what happens whan the 
PLO uses another country as a base. 
The lesson is reinforced by Israel’s 
display of retaliatory military pow. 
er on PLO camps in Lebaison. 

The US ultimately counts on 
Israel to help them contain the 


Strategic adjustments 

in West Asia 


OF 

WAR 

AND 




Lt 0#n. A.VAt (ftotd) 



Russians in Wesi Asia, (hou^ this 
was never admitted in fonnai terms 
because of the fear nf repercussions 
on (he Arub world. Then, in Novem¬ 
ber 1981, e formal strategic coop¬ 
eration agreemeni was sifned be¬ 
tween the two countries. 1 m US is 
planning militanr bases in Israel for 
use by their Rapid Deployment 
Twee (RDP) Pakistan Ums also 
agreed lu reinforce the Gulf re^n 
with a division when required.^a 
US IS also assisting Sudan against 
Libya. To counter this US-lsrael 
stratagic partnership, the Arab 
hardliners—Libya, Syria. Algeria. 
!w>ulh Vvmen and (hr PLO—arc 
M.*trking closer ties with Pthiupia 
and ih« Soviet Umon. 

Sadat's assassination was a set¬ 
back for Israel; though his succes¬ 
sor has declared that Egypt will 
follow the Sadat line, he hat still to 
establish hinseU. E^pt is unlikely 
to be accepted beck in the Arab 
fold until it modifies Its stand on 
the US-sponsored Caoip David pro¬ 
cess. This could happen tf Egypt 
accepts Saudi Arabians alternative 
eight poini Fahd Plan. This stresses 
(he creation of a Palestinian state 
on (he West Bank with Jerusalem 
as its capital, and offers to uphold 
the right of all slates ot the region 
to live In peace. This Is the first 
time tpe Saudis have made an in 
direct reference (o Israel It repre¬ 
sents 4 big switch in Arab attitude.! 
toward Israel. The Fahd Plan has 
been accepted by the PLO. the 


The driving force for 
Arab hardliners is not 
communism but Islam. 
This faces the Soviets 
with ideological and 
other contradictions 
which coukj have reper* 
cussiohs on their Muslim 
atizens and in Afgha¬ 
nistan. 


Europeun Ecuiiomu Community 
(EEC), and the Gulf Council for 
Cooperation, an organinatiun link, 
ing Saudi Arabia and the five 
neighbouring Kmiraivs in the Gulf. 
The Arab Summit in November 
1981 at Uoruccfl was deliberaiely 
aborted su (hat the Pahd Plan could 
not be discussed. Bu( (Ih- Plan is by 
no means dead. 

The US knowh that ihc- key to 
peace in the legion eludes tnem 
because of inhereni oiniradictions 
in their overall aims Bui the USSR 
is AO better off The driving force 
for Arab hardliners is not commun¬ 
ism but Islam Tbit faces ihe 
Soviets with ideological and other 
contrsdiciions which could have re¬ 
percussions on iheir Muslim 
citisens and in Afghanistan. Both 
powers accept that (here can be np 
gtobal strategy without contradir- 
tions and nsks arising at the region, 
al levels Both are watching tu see 
which wav the Iruq-lran war moves. 
Thev will (ly (n ^ec-k advantage 
when boih coniesianis are ex 
hausted 

Provided Israel remains Amer 
ica's must dependable ally against 
the USSR and their main aim of 
contammg the Sovivt Union is ful. 
filled, the US may be prepared to 
make adjusiments in (heir remain¬ 
ing aims and meet o(har situations 
as they develop. Saudi Arabia 
might (hen establish diplomatic re¬ 
lations with the Soviet Union, 
(hereby admitiing that the road to 
the Arab hardliners passes through 
MoKOw; this may also enable the 
SaudiD to develop balanced nas 
with both the superpowers and give 
the USSR a role in the peace pro¬ 
cess within the framework of the 
UN A modified Fahd Plan may 
then be acceptable tu all. 

It is not surprising thai Mr Begin 
is alarmed by these strategic shifts, 
specially when Mr Reagan 
announced that the Fahd Plan is "a 

K tsible expansion of (he Camp 
vid peace process.'* In December 
1981, Israel annexed the Golan 
Heights “to forestall pressure from 
the US to return this after Israel 
withdraws from the Sinai.” Hiis act 
was unanimously condemned by 
the UN and America suspended the 
Strategic Cooperaiion Agreement 
with Israel. The latter ret^iated by 
cancelling ihe Agreement. These 
manoeuvres have drawn Syria clos. 
er to Saudi Arabia and an accept 
ance of the Fahd HUn Meanwhile, 
as April and the time for Israel's 
withdrawal from the Sinai 
approaches, (here i« speculaiiun 
whether (his will take place with 
out a last-minuitf hiich. 
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NELCO'S 
INSURANCE FOR 
REFRIGERATORS 


THE DEPENDABLE 


VOLTAGE 
STABILISER 






Va 


Protect vour teUigeraion. airconditioners. 
stereo systems arid other valuable 
electncai equipmertt from power fluctuations 
With the largest selling voyage itabitiaer—the 
Nelco Voltage Stabiliser. Available in a 
wide range. 




atava product 





Br^ndiee: Calcutia-M^ds is 
Now Oolhk“-S‘»cr/d«*j.»ti iil 


with WASP ^ 
Pnmplng lyttezna. _ 

No matter where you • 

live you c^n get water 
with full force from any maa 
source—underground 
tank, deep borewell or 
open well (as deep as •Kkjv 
nieliesi.loke.nver ,etc. 

W.isp Ivis the Widest 
range <’f pumps^ 
CnntnfiirMl. r/')f-Priinmg, 

t^ioclo Jot Pumps, 1 
5u bi ne j SI p le Pu mps—lo g 
sail every requirement. ||k||£ 

We offer sound technical HQ 
advice on how to select HH 
the I iqht pump. 

W(' hnve a countrywide HH 
network of branches nnd 
dFMlcrs to giv*! ynu quick sH 
'ind effici^Uit soi vice. 


Pott Coupon Todjy 
I To I 


leUlltlt 


I W4lo> Sttpply SpoeUlltlt 

I PfIVAti 

• 6. Ambrtlal Dofhi Mdrg, 
Port, Bombay 400 023. 

I iiHVeR epccifie wi^tca 

problem «« delAilfn] jn my 
,i.*c.)rn{>anyin<j lellnr I'lcr.w 
your ropK*'A', ? ‘U /o 


Addrosa 











THE WORLD 


UN human rights 
chief sacked 


Tbe DuKh dirtcior of ihf 
Uniced Nsnont Humicik 
RisMi Dlriuon, Th«e Vsn 
Bov«n. hsB boon racked in 
whsi » considered the beun- 
nin|i of a ntjor shift in UN 
human finhts peJicy. Mr Vin 
Bevon has been direcfor for 
five years and under hit lead* 
erihip (he division had 
embarked on nenv controver¬ 
sial probesi iiKludins one on 
diieppearencei and another 
on torture. Mr Van Boven was 
(he (arpet of bitter peraonel 


auecks by Latin Anerican 
countries tike Arsenitna 
which accused him of hiring 
lerroriMs for research work 
His poeitioA became all ihe 
more precarious when during 
the current sesaion of the divi¬ 
sion. he launched a tirade 
■gainst seven regimes by 
name According to repons^ 
(he new UN secretary-general 
htt said that Mr Van Boven's 
lenn would nor be renewed 
when It expires on 30 Apnl 
this year. 


Reagan won’t 
ditch krael 


In an interview given to a 
West German newspaper 
WtU Am Sonnittg. US Presi- 
deni Ronald Rcai^n. has wid 
that Israel is Its best ally, 
which 'one has to help be¬ 
cause it represents (he only 
barrier (o counter Soviet 
version ..Israel is a strategic 
treasure After the overthrow- 
of the Shah^ Israel remains 


tha only reliable ally of Amer¬ 
ica in ibe Middle bat In 
contrest to mher pro-Western 
states Ilka Saudi Arabia and 
the Gu\S Eniraie*. Israel is 
ntrong... It is guided by a 
democratic purpose, national 
unity. It has the lechAological 
and ouLiary loundaiioos that 
make it capable of being a 
loyal ally of AaserKO." 


National hero raps |unta 


Ceaar Luis Menotti, who be- 
caoie a national hero in Argen¬ 
tina after managiiig the coun¬ 
try's (ootbaJI team that won 
the World Cup in 1^78. baa 
come out heavily against the 
militacy iunta and the milit¬ 
ary rulers have taken strong 
exception to this Mr Menotii 
has said that there were those 


m the country who through 
their “lack of Wbog* did not 
realise that some Argenti¬ 
nians wefc'kuffcfing greatly.* 
His cemmciits have caused, 
“serious disquiet" Mr Menot- 
ti is by far the noct pr^inenc 
politic personality in Argen¬ 
tina to have found fault with 
the govereasent. 


Is Deng shaky? 



In a startling frdnt-page 
editorial, the official 
DaJy admitted that most peo¬ 
ple in China and even amt of 
(he RMSibere of the Coatmun- 
isi Party doubt that the lead¬ 
ership of Deng Xiaoping is 
capable of delivering the 
goods The daily said a few 
people wanted to 'orerthrow 
ibe present system aad lead¬ 
ership.* This admission iadi- 
caies that the pocitloe of 
Deag Xlaopta^ hsthene 
fderad firm, a ao tongsr so. 
Deng only raceatly roa^ 
paared ia the aesn ihcr a 
total sDcaca of over a moadL 
The pi^towro receatiy paaeed 
proposals fee ovorhauicig tha 
parry and stare aegaas m as 
stiasipseQ deal wUi tha 
Issas ed btireaaancy 


Jordan seeks arms 
from both sides 
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King Hus>ein <*( Jordan has 
enprescvd a desire to buy 
mobile Uh Hawk misstJes but 
Will not cancel a deal to buy a 
similar air defence system 
from ebe Soviet Union. Said 
King Hussein. "We certSmly 
would like to have the 
lidobilci Hawk missiles at 
some* point in the future.* 
Earlier. King Hussein had 
taken the US defence secret- 


dry, Mr Caspar Weinborier, 
on a lour nf Jordanian mTUi- 
ary Mies. Thu king also ex¬ 
pressed inlereM in the adv¬ 
anced US F-16 juifighter but 
said. “I really cannot teU you 
if It wdJ be offered." But US 
defence officials would like to 
have the Jordanian deal with 
ihe Soviet Union m buy SAM 
missiles, cancelled. “As far as 
(he' purchiM! of (he Soviet 

missile is concerned, this has 
been concluded M»m« while 
ago and 1 doubt if it will 
change.* King Hussoin said. 
He alio indicated (hat he had 
Avercome US objeciloni by 
convincing (hem (hat Soviet 
military advisers would ho( 
he allowed (o rraifi Jorda* 
mans. 


Briefly 


Mnberek 

wooes 

tho church 

In a move aimed at impro¬ 
ving relations between the 
church and state in Egypt. 
President Mubarak has in¬ 
vited (WO leading Coptic 
bishops to London to attend 
the gathermg of the Egyptian 
community there on account 
of (he presidentiaf visit. Tke 
mass arrests aod de(enriom 
of Coptics earned iwt by the 
late President Sadat had 
alienated the church. 

Solidarity 
loader to 
be tried 

Miroslaw Krupihsk i, deputy 
chief of Solidarity, second 
oo^ to lech WiIm iR the 
union's leadership hiefarcl.^, 
will be tried by a military 
court ia Gdansk for organis¬ 
ing a national strike coouiut- 
(oe after oiartial law was de¬ 
clared. Hr, KiupiMlri is the 
hi^sest Solidarity official yet 
CO be tried 


Pope aids 
baby boom 



One of (b« mofi enduring 
stories about the Pope's visit 
to Ireland in 1379 won watia- 
tical backing recently. It 
claimed that soon afier the 
Pope left Ireland, his repe¬ 
at^ rejection of artificial 
family plmniog nsetbods 
would inspire a baby boon. 
And that is Just wbat ba^ 




there were more than 74,000 
lMrth^ 2,000 more than the 
year before. 

Court invalids 
Sadat d ocroa c 

A state council court in 
Egypt recently suspended the 
preridontial (lecree whicb led 
to dve arron of 1,800 polideal 
oypoBcaC* of the late Praei- 
doDi Sodu. A sp^fesman of 


oypouaau ei ent late rraa- 

BO ^Qi Sodu. A sp^esman of 
waarnim aelm the group of IS lawyers who 
• brou^t cat case to coun uid 

A k A ^ rk ^a « 


Aameacy latemaikmaJ k6 
streaky attacked pou-Tito 
ViHrilsTis for a significaal 
increom in tho dumber of 
political pruoaon, laduAcng 
■ome convicted for moraly eg- 
pressing their epiatona. 


that if thoae arrested were not 
released, he would take Presi¬ 
dent Mubarak to court. The 
court also put aside tbe late 
frealdcBt's annuliatni of tha 
UctDcos of seven dowepaport 
and aagatiaes. 
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(KIlWiMt 


D uring • recent shootin|i 
stint of M Hindi fUn in * 
Sirali. ou/ hero Xemifehe* 
Mn was bediy mauled, not 
by the film's villain, but by a 
peacock, of all rhin|s. The 
cantankerous bird sue* 
ceeded in doing what many 
of his heroines couldn’t— 
get its claws in. While Kam* 
al was recovering from the 
unprovoked attack, posters 
appeared in parts of Madras 
efty showing the bandaged 
star. 

jy $j KumMf has had to live 
with two images. One, 
of being actress taxa'i 
brother, and the other, of 
be i ng 1 he a) I er ego of Kama- 
fahasan. After his major 
success as the hero in the 
Malay alam film Poorha 
Sanytu. he comes up with 
statements like ‘‘I've al- 
ways looked for good roles. 
When (he good role comes 
along, the director is bad. 
and when a good director 
comes along, the role is 
bad ” It IS a puy no une hat 
told him chat when a *gDod 
role" and a '‘good director* 
come along, the actor could 
be a bad one. Any com¬ 
ments. Raj? 

O ne of actress L*xmi'$ 
fens from Coimbatore 
had once written in to say 
that she (the fan) religiously 
buys a silk saree evei? 
Deepevali for the actress. 
The actress decided to call 
on this unusual fan’s house 
end the outcotv^ the,(wo 
have become great friends. 


Oil newsi Great news! 

O Very soon someone is 
Ming to have the heartiest 
Feugn she hu had in ages. 1 
am speaking about Jeya 
Jechchan So many of us 
had already forgotten that 
she existed Recently 
RtkhM. Aout9bb*% lady, vras 
seen at her usual liberated, 
happy self at a party. She 
cauja afford to oe b^ause 
Bachchan was not there. 
Seeing her so happy, some¬ 
one quipped'. "At last 
Rekha has aot rid of her 


Rekha Aasgot rid oi her 
man. Now Jayeji can sleep 
in peace." But can Jay a real 
ly say goodbye to her men¬ 
tal tension, for the day after 
the party, Rekha once again 
assumed her haughty atti¬ 
tude which she is known to 
pur on only to please her 
man, Ajnitabh. 


tot rid of her 



Jig mouth Oevpeli H'rrh Rasthi 


O ne hears of broken love 
affairs by the dosen in 
this film city But rarely 
does one hearoffest 
friendships of the Kitaur 
CauravaM Sun/ay Xhjtt 
kind. Both are up and com¬ 
ing Stan and have yet to get 
sWoUen heads I ike so many 
of their illustrious forbears. 


RM$- lost her Ban.' 
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H ow IS it that despite the 
fact that most Of the 
films in which R»j Babbar 
acred hava flopped, the 
actor keeps smiling without 
as nueb as rumtng a hair? 
That is iha question most of 
the acTors kMp asking as 
they mm green with envy at 
Raj*s nonchalance. The 
actresses on the other band 
are worried, especially Ani¬ 
ta Raj surred with Raj 

in 9 couole of films includ¬ 


Ohradhtojafi looke all set 
^ to create bdx<oiRice re- 
cords in aome parts of tha 
country, thanks to RiiUti 
Guitarr the Aim virtually 
spine around her. But tha 
Dan that ha is, Daapiak 
Parashar, has iom ahaad 
shooting hii ug mouth off 
that the film owes its prom¬ 
inence to him. Good luck 
Deepak! 


B ad news for Am^bh 
RachcAen fans ^e last 
we heard of him was from 
Delhi, down with aithma. 
But now. according to very 
knowledgeable persons, li 
has really turned acuta. Just 
a few days agio, Amjad KhMn 
receiveo a telephone call. It 
was from Ashoka Hotel In 
Delhi. Said the gruff voice 
at the otharendi "AtnjBd 
sabaeb, main jnargaya (I 
am dyic^)." When the news 
ipread in Bombay , pet^le 
iieried investigating. Guess 
who it was? None other than 
Amitabh Bachchan. sound- 
mg terribly distraught and 
sad He has every reason to 
he. Doctors have asked him 
not to move out of bed for ai 
least a month. 


StfAjsy. Gturar. /arr /fitnds 


Recently, SunjavTell ill and 
it was Gaurev who sMyed at 
his bedsida and nursad him 
back to health. Rumour- 
D)ongers. started gossiping. 
Cestii^ aspersions on 
the pristine charecters of 
both the young men. they 
said Sunjay ara Geurav had 
often spent nights together. 
So what? Can't they nave a 
man-to-man talk through 
nights? 



Raj Babbdr; siitl conlide»t 


ing Dulha Bikn Hai. With 
an anxious look on her face, 
she is seen asking a number 
of people. "How was Raj in - 
ibe movie? Was he guAd?"' 
antf so on. Poor Anita, she 
deiperately wants her films 
to clkk so she can show the 
producers and direciors 
that M was not her fault but 
Raj's that the film flopped. 
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SuiAv ucdi Beginr 

HI H«r) a 

vtry 9^ wMk for ptiorW^ 
t i^Md of you. Tho 

doff^wnc frow wW flownuo fo 
I rocnoki colw ond do I louif 

Of joy for you Howotfor. Q>o ftntnclif from 
dooo nol look vory bngn. You aro Hkaly ID 
run out oi lunda and may navt lo borrow 
aomawhai haawly. Do not 901 worrtad. 
ehancaa art that you «« oam ffvough 
apacutabon and QarrfeNng. A good Wna for 
romanct: try to apartd aa mucb tima aa you 
can wKh your partntr. Qaod Ml: 20.1 ard 
S. Loeky aimban: 2. I and 0. fa rawaMi 
dtradlaa: Nonb 

[7/ 'I *IWKII <11 flay-11 Jaaa) A 
vary lavourabia watk for 
butirttatman and apacuta* 
j tort Your Han art m lavour* 

apit poaiiiofii. to puan buw* 
rail daala to mt uimon and acqura naw 
atocki A naky vtntura may yiaU rich 0i< 
vidaodi Tfuat iha noarty mameara of your 
lamiy thokradsnca may turn out to ba vary 
tiaipfui to you A vary good waak tor ro* 
marKtj courtiNp and mamaga A loumay 
may kaap you away Iron homo tor a wtNia 
Kaap a eioia wtun on your haann Ml 
datii: i.3ar)d b Lachy aaatoart: 1. 4 and6 
lavaaribli dtracHan; Eait. 

OEMim (II Jaai-14 Ml 
untorlunataly. la not a 
^ S So vary good waak ter you You 
are kkaly (0 run out ot funda 
^ ci-Oa gng may hava 10 dapand on 
yogr frianda lor team. 8ua)r>aivnan loo art 
idvisad noi to maka naw diali. but 10 abck 
lo your odgirai 0iar>i. Saak aupport from 
your noma wtuch wii ramain paacaful Ma 
waak. A word ot warning tor ihoaa bom 


inning 26 February 


BY AMRITLAL 


M ntancMiy. Ma may not 
TaIL) ba Iha baat oI «maa tor you. 

^ wfl not ba m a poaMcai lo 
ta/Z&^^iaoay moat of your dabtt. 
Your haaPh too mghi oauaa you aoma 
proWama. TaPa no ehan ca a ttto waAiv 
ar Do net ba dapraiaad if your famPy 
oppoaaa you ptona. Womantok wW coma to 
yw raacua and provida you al tha hate that 
you oaad . Look forward ID a Mr. P la licaly 
to bring kitoortani nawa for your prolaaaion 
Oaad Mi: i. 3 arte 0 . lacpf Mban: t, $ 
•rto 0. f iywra W a i Paclaai: Southaaw and 
eau 

R VIP60 (II liptaailir^ll 
OMar) A vary bngn waak 
tor you. Put « ai tha afton 
(hat you ean. and aueeoM it 
youi. You ihould ba abto to 
•otvaioma of Iha probtoma that hava baan 
mingumg you tor quaa a omaema. thw waak 
Howivar. ba on you gwa^' you* ar^amiaf 
wdt ba vary acpva. adhougn tnay may not ba 
vary auccaaiM m fl>air aaamffi 10 harm 
you Tha financial from wUi oota fraah 
probtoma you may hava to maka aoma 
mera toana Oaad dalaa; 3. S and 6 lacby 
aanPara: 2. 0 and ? Hmnkk Mdaa 
NoTThw at t. 

B um (II Otfabar— Id Mm* 
Nr) Thii a not ma bma to 
maka any chuigaa. howavar 
urgant You win ba raquirad to 
aurciaa a graai daai of pal* 
anca and tact m al you daahnga You ara 
adviaad to kaap you tampar ur>dar control 
and to avoid guarM arid argumanta Guard 
agamat daeapfion Mowavar. tha aacond had 
of ma waak prorwia a lo ba kicky tor you 


around aunaat. you may bacoma aanouafy fnanda wiP ba haipful Tha oomaabc tront wil 
IN. Watch your healih. A good waak tor ramain chaarftf Watch tea haapn ot you 


IN. Watch your healih. A good waak tor 

romarKa. Gael datis: 2. 4 and 6 Laaby apouaa saad mk 1 . 4 and s laciy 
tMMbm: 3, 0 and 9 rnaatalla dlracHaa: iMBNri: 2. e and 9. ftvoarabia Araclfaa. 
South North 

H CNinP (tS Jito-.14 AHMt) [70^ ICOPP^ (II Mia»r-14 
Lovara and iwaathaaita. taka DacmaNr) Thia « a vPaPy 

It aaay. thia « r>et a good imponani waak tor ihoaa m 

waak tor romanca A naw SaVSffl aarvi ca prpndad you do not 
irtandinrp with 1 mambar of alow mambara of ma oopo* 

ma opponti lai • m tha ofttng A word of M aai lo mlartoro wim your work. Your 
cautton. do not taka mo triandanip toe krianeiai pooPton ia Wiaty to improva con* 
aanpuaiy. it rr^ay laava you mtoarabto by iha aidoribty. A word of wuning M net mn 


Good iM: 1. 4 and S tacky 
2. 0 and 9. F i wNIa Aroctfia. 


and oi Iha waak. 9avpra ravaraato on m# 
protoiDonai Ironi art toracAat. You art 
adviaad 10 maai tha cnaia wdn tordtuda and 
oourpQa Do rwt ntgtooi your haakh. M 
Ma: 90.9 arid 4. Unby aaaPan: 2,0 and 0. 
fwMtik H AtoNiP: Waat 


Ouamaaa unm eiaaaura. On ma prpfaaaionai 
lioiit you art adviaad 10 daai laetViy with 


S IMinMIlUl (11 DaitMNr^ 
14 iaaaawl An aitoaHant waaP 
tor romanca. Thoaa alraady 
vwofvad to riiiRtra oi .tha 
haai wtl maka daPnita png* 
raaa. vmch mefudaa paWng maniad ahortty. 
For moat yat to find a auiiabto partnar, ihto 
waak you wm maat iha parton ot your 
choica. Mtoor probiami art iikaiy lo bothar 
you. H you ara to cdrvica Do not daapatr. no 
damagp wdl ba dor« Howavar. ba on you 
guard, a fnand la oui lodacaiva you. Also, do 
not ba ovaropomiibc Gaad Mi: 1 .2 ang 0. 
UePy aawNia: 3.4 and 0 . ftvaamWi line* 
ttaa: last. 

GAPPfCOPd (11 Jmry-f4 
L ^ Mury)is a weak of |oy 
rv ^ Fa ^ merrimant. A busy week 
II toraciat tor the aooibia 
typea parkes and ptcmca w* 
kaap you vtga^ Inteliectuaiiandcrealiva 
aniaii, you effort! wtti ba crownad wph 
•uccaai and you wpH win iha pruae ol paopft 
who manor Thoaa m darvca. 100. win gam 
racogntoon, providad you do net neglact 
your work Thia n a good waak lor malong 
charigas. axacuta you plana ano auccaai« 
yo/a OaN Mt: 3. S and 0 iNky namNri: 
0. 6 and y FmaralladlraclMt: South nnd 
£asi . 

AQUAPIU1 (II Fibnary-14 
Martii) Thia weak fou win Da 
iraa of all tha probiama mat 
Aav# baart plaguing you to 
^—^■***^—1 long Tha finanotol IronI looka 
apaeniiy bnghi dabta win ba repaid arid 
aoma eavtoge may ba mada. Thar# is pood 
rtawi tor Ihoaa nvotvag at maRare of tha 
haad tha prpbtom you hava baan facmg 
vrm you parbw wkl aaat out Howavar. ir 
you art mamad. took out your apoM is 
kkaly lb craate soma vary sanoui problim i . 
Daai with ii tirmiy. QeN Ms: 1 . 4 and S. 
Lacfcy aentoan: 2, 0 end 8 FavavrsWi dfree* 

J—nV niCE0|1IMircm-14 AprIDA 
vary hacbc waak lies ahead d 
you Make all m# chartgH 
mpi you had planned whN 
I jKl .v m# going ii good TNe waak 
you should eosk favours from infiuantiil 
paM' dustofssman. ma uma to favogribto 
tor Hunching naw vsnturas Aisky deals, tod. 
may turn oul to ba raasonaMy protitibis A 
sscrti mattar or issoclalidn you art 


you subordtoataa« Tha haaim ei a lamiy attached wtih wtf maka prograss. 9ask ma 
mgmbr may eaua* you anxiaty bsai AM adwca of stosrs whan you npad K. Oasd 


Sens: t.aando Usky ••mM: 3, T and 0. 
FltMtM MrstMt: 


Nr Asm Nm bsNHi II FtknMry sN II MMHi: Thoaa Aguawa 

who ira Wm directors, drama produeari or avan viauafy eonnadad 
wKh iht iNmtoduatry, mis to 9 M io ba a vary 9ood waak tor y««. 
Many of you wiH eartitoiy do was Wteialty. This to Iha yaar to «Meh 
you should UV0 you Mmtoga ter Iha nan yara. Many ot you «rfi ba 
hatead by teraignari or tersHn firma AfotoioniDU.ormavbamara 
thafl ona, to daHNtary on ma carda So. da not dotty In gasng a 
paaapod ter yousafi • 

Famifywios. AQuanini wt hava a bad dma Broman. newavar 


20. 9 arid a. UsSy naotlart: 2, 3 and 6 Sens: i.3ande Usky aamM: 3. T and 0. 

F m ifM IMaa: Normaaat F 


S: Thoaa Aguahana. haiprui tnay might hava oaan aatoar. wm provt iroubiasoma And a 
t viguafy eonnacNd ma iroubtos wd ansa out of proparty matiars. RaiilrvH migni spraac 
good waak ter you. rumeui about you But do not worry naodiasily ter may ba abto 
itomayaartowhteh to aehiavto nothing Napam yoursaH ter,a suddan sad nswi 
I. Many ot you vrfiba a oma u mamtsyaar aeteaaraiaiivawMdtomanaecfdani. Anafdari) 
teu.erfnaybamua ganwman agad around 40 yasrs win haip you ovarcoma you 
St datty In gasng a saonoN Taka good cart dma haakh pi you mothar whotolike^it 

sutifr hem nubtea of ma kidnaya. bteod prNSura and affHettons o 
'. Brolhara. howavar ihaaysa. 



































CALICUT: For tho$c of us familiar 
fod up with hi|th suciaty'servica clubs 
likt the Lions and Rotary Internation 
al, here comes the perversely re* 
freihjnp Asses Jmemamnal The club, 
formed by a group of youngsters here, 
has objectives exactly contrary to 
those ol the assortment of clubs we 
have now. The Asses Club's aim is to 
educate the common man about the 
social tnobbf ries of the servKe clubs. 
The organisers made their inientiuns 
loud and clear from the very start by 
making the announcement to the press 
under i mango tree. TapuKa and tea 
were served. The memWi call each 
other 'ass'—ind/an £xprew(K. Aravin- 
dak shin. Trivandrumi 


HYDERABAD: Villagers uf Bcriwanka 
in l^ikakulam district are being asked 
to pay a penalty of ten paisc i>er 
inland letter they receive bearma a 
typed address. When some of the viTla- 
^rs protested tu the p(»simaster in 
charge uf the village, tbe ufficial in 
silted that he had raceived insiruc 
lions ru levy the five-paise penalty on 
all inland letters bearing a type* 
written address. He even gave this m 
writing to une uf the complainants. 
Meanwhile, an official of the pi>sial 
department in Hyderabad denied 
knowledge of any such rule preKiib* 
ing such penalty on typed address— 
Indian Espress iMahesh Y. Bidikar. 
Visakhapatnami 


JAIFUR; When Mr V ('.. Prakash. 
divisional accounts officer in Western 
Railway in Jaipur, rebuked his sub¬ 
ordinate. Mr N. L. Panen, a clerk in 
Che same department, little did he 
realise that he would have to pay 
damages. Mr Justice G. M. Lodha of 
the Rajasian High Court held that 
abusing a subordinate as "Idiot" and 
chasing him out of the room was 
"actionable injury", and without proof 
of special injury, an aggrieved em 
ployee could claim damages The 
judge ruled that the officer should pay 
Mr Pantri Rs SOO for the “sadistic 
pleasure of abusing and chasing him 
out n( the chamber"—Times of tiiHia 
I Hans Kumar Bhatia. New Delhii 


PONDICHERRY: Wheat is being sold 
here for 40 to 50 pelse a kg. Ibaoks to 
pilfering from a cargo ship berthed at 
the port here. The pilfering is done on 
<iKh a large scale ^at it has created a 
crisis in the market. With the market 
price ruling at fU two a kg and the 
consumers turning to the pilfered 
wheat delivered at tbear doon. retail 
shopkeepers are reluctant to lift the 
government allotted stocks—/adren 
Exjwe.u (EafruUa Rahmani, Madurai t 

MADRAS: Mosquitoes in the south of 
Madras suck human blood yrortb Rs 
one crore every year, according to Dr 
K. Sourirajan, an Independent mem¬ 
ber of the Tamil Nadu Assembly. 
Speaking in the Assembly on a calling- 
atieiKion motion. "mosQuito menace." 
Dr Sourirajan said if mosquitoes bit 
every person in south Madras at least 
2U times every night they would take 
away altowtber MOO litres of blood 
valim at Kt one crore at bloud bank 
rates—Statexinao iRajeth Sablok, 
Gaya) 

MADRAS' An unerapluyed person has 
resorted to a hunger stnke to press his 
claim for his maintenance allowance 
from his employed wife. According to 
reports receivM in Madras. Mulhu 
beigao his fast at Dhali. in Tamil 
Nadu's Dharmapuri district. HU wife 
teaches in a local school—Srareaman 
iHarhans \^\, Gaya) 

LRDDK tTamil Nadu). The chulagas 
seel, aisfj called hngayats in the Bur- 
gur hill area. Periyar district, saw a 
cinema lor the first time. On seeing 
idficers of the information and field 
publicity department coming in jeeps 
wiih their equipment, the villagers 
went into their nouses andlmlted the 
duors They ilxnighi these men had 
come to give vaccination—Hindu lA. 
Sivsankar. Tiruvannamalai, Tamil 
Nadu> 

|*UNK: Ever heard nf a six year-old 
reciting ihe Bhagwai Gila in Sanskrit 
andusfHaining it in English, Hindi and 
Marathi^ Maybe it will sound strange 
to you—something that happens only 
in fairy tales. But when you meet 
chuhby-faced Sanjeev Sharma, you 
will be stunned for he dc'vv just this 
with breathtaking speed and clarity.— 
Indian Express iB. Meenakshi Sundar- 
am, Trichyi 

HA.MPUR iBihar): A monkey died in 
its habitat, a tamarind tree, but 
plunged the people of this town into 
grief. The bodv was carried in proces' 
sum through the town fur cremation. 
The cremation cost R$ 1.000 which was 
collected from the peuple last week. 
The monkey endeared 4umself to the 
people with its "meek and mild be* 
haviour." He used in play with n huul 
children who shared their tiffin with 
him every day—Indiun Express ^R. 
Natarajan, New tMhii 


fWUipia Comm^ 

What the press says bes no coanec* 
tion with what (he public feels. 
They (the press) are slm supporting 
etlw parties, but the people are 
not supporting those parties—Mn 
Indira ^ndhi in an interview to 
Swedish television 

It is my ilMuck that t am no gradu^ 
ate or profesanr. I don't cUim to bt 
a scholar or intellectual and I have 
come up from the ranks of (he 
worker^T. Anjaith, chief minis* 
ter of Andhra Pradesh on bearing 
of his imminent removal from 
office 

The CPI is the Tkjan horse uf 
Russia which has to be exposed, 
fought end defeated—A. b. Ve- 
jpayc'e 

Indire Gandhi is afraid uf me. She 
feels if she cumes to me 1 will ask 
her to uuii politics like Ashok— 
Vinoha Bhave to Vacant Sathe at 
Wardha 

When Americans think of India 
they have a favourable idea, but 
nut a strongly favourable une— 
Harry G Barnes Jr. US ambassador 
to India 


It (whether ur nut she had had an 
affair with Sen. Edward Kennedy) 
IS a secret I intend to keep^'Mar* 
garei Trudeau in the second 
vtilume of her autobiography 



No, I don’t think the DN can do 
what people expect of it—Javier 
Peres De Cuellar. UN secretary- 
general 

Plastic surgery cannot do (he duty 
of cardiac or cerebral surgery. We 
need both for the court today- 
justice V. R. Krishna Iyer (Retd) 

"For every man this girl has killed, 
she has slept with two," said the SP 
in charge of Operation Phoolan 
Pevi. If that in so nioolan Devi 
could claim mention in theGujnnass 
Bonk of Records for sex without 
payment—Khushwant Singh in the 
Hindustan Times 

I do nut warn to do any mure 
hanging-Fakira whu hanged Billa 
and Ratiga 
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CBA cb9i 4b Acb (B BBfnofVB af9BKBWfBv At 
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« rigM to stov 4 K el Incfc 1. SouBi may fM 
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innaWMmWab$m«f*m to SLHutfi 
w<fi Bnara lOBica aa ar9 
kma^ fnai 
icmtmrniimi 
toaeand praOMtoB. 
I fan meal er ha beda. ((eund B 


TERENCE REESE 


Oyk 

m%Tm% 

I What 4 ■ founh m music’ 

2. Olhor than TWA Mmg 9a attrAoo* 
lioc for Tho «nir4ys company, the letters 
also Bland for aometflmfl else Whtf do 
ihey stand tor? 

3. In peolooy. radtometry 4 used. What 
is It used for? 

4 WTienever one saw rings on a grass* 
land in oUen bmes, i was thought that 
lAnes had held dances m them 8u(. 
nowedays they mean somethaig aba, 
Whal are Ihey? 

5. Where was the Qrsi artesian well 
conetfuded and when? 

6. Whet 9 tt« name ot the seel on when 
the Lord Chencelor a the British Houes 
ol Lords sits? 

7. The cplotir mauve was Hrst produced 
from Hchens by Dr Stenhouse a 1949. In 


1656. I revolutionary discovery wes 
made by Wrihem Perfcai a Vw production 
oi the colour. What is a? 

8 Whal e Woods Metal’ 

9 In miliary farnwiology. whal is ar 
escape’ 

10 When a sedor says he «s 90mg 10 the 
heads, arhat does he mean’ 

t1 Whet ere Oahs apart trom bOAg a 
species ol bees’ 

12. A taBoo IS orien found on a saHor's 
ctiasi but 4 has a diflerent c o nnoteton tor 
4h amiyman What is i’ 
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Built to run on. 

So you don't get run down 


• Stui^V iiiw»r for longor IKt. noiMitu parformooeo. 


eoBy bilpnctd bUd«i for optimum oir 


* Httvy duty loduttwof modoi forfoeioriti. 


* liglit tiutv modilt for l>ou9oNoi4o> 


* ElopoAt tiTOomlinad took*. 
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Exhaust Fans 













DELHI DIARY 



NATIONAL ANTHEM COULD 
NOT BE PLAYED THROUGH 



THE preseontioa of iwv^i br 
Pmidoat Rodder for euctt* 

taco IB priadAf tad dnifniai wont 
off well «Bc«pi for o iboMful iod* 
doni Ai tbe PTMidoBt 

was icuBdin^ ■ m pro t ocol ww 
loUOWOd ^ ^ 

the utioAo) oatbtA. But the 
tope of the utMotJ «otho» o w J 
ploy^ t » e >yoa< w ibockod to 
rooJiie that li waa id vary poor 


condihoo. The upe stMpod twico 
and hod to bo rofurrod iWi wbos 
tfao iPtheat waa half coid* 

plot# the tape acopp^ oaco opaia. 
A diafuited laforatatioo aod bnod* 
coftlap miaiattr Vombi Satho 
could not boar it any longer end 
aaapped at the person in ebarge, 
*$top iii* Thus tM fuactioQ hod to 
go on without pUying tbe national 
aathen in fulL 


Yuhp$l Aepoor. }§tt tffortt 

WHO IS YASHPAL 
KAPOOR FOOLING? 

rrs a bbtani case of grabbing at 
atrawi. And Mr YishpaiJ Kepeor's 
last efforts to avoid drowning have 
resulted in ridiculous tacticst ha 
hai resorted to publiihint his 
photographs with Mrs Gandhi or 
nar family in the paper be controls. 
National Herald^ in order to pro< 
tend 10 a dlibaUaving world that be 
still has links with the high con- 
mand. Etarybody knows thet there 
have been strict instructions from 
the EM'S house to curtail his visits 
to 1, Safdarjung Road, but Mr 
Kapoor managts to walk in whan 
important function Is being 

Recently, when Kajiv Gandhi 
want to Bikaner, YathnI Kapoor, 
despite beiM uninvited, went 
separately to Bikaner on ^StthnsI 
Herald work* He even managed to 
be seen on the very seme dais u 
Rajiv Gandhi at a public function. 
Soon N§rioaMi Hera/d displayed 
« photogra^ of Mr Kapoor on the 
dais wtin Rajiv Gandhi, and never 
mind that Mr Kapoor was occ u py* 
Ing a chair in the lest row. 

Another favourite activity of Mr 
YarhMl Kapoor these days is 
attending as naav embassy penlM 
as he cen^somethiug be rar^y did 
even in his more important days. 
Perhaps that*s another good source 
for pimofrephs. But Mr lUpoor 
does not publish ill tbe pictures 
that get takes of hlai. Towards eke 
end of the lest year, he visited 
North Korea in a special chartered 
plane (no one knows who paid for 
the nip). And a popular jou dmng 
tbe roimds of NtrreAal Herald b 
that the North Korean tmbeaay still 
Inquires why Mr Kapoor's photO’ 
grtpha with the North Xoraaa lead¬ 
ers have not figured in the news- 
PAper yet. 


RAJIV GANDHI'S SHOW: 
WHO WILL PAY THIS BILL? 


THE Youth Coagrcss(JHpoAsored 
Inteniatioaal Development Confer* 
ence, held at the Vigyan Bhavan in 
New Delhi <m 22*2r January, has 
left at least oee unpaid bill in its 
wake. Tbe UP eiport corporation 
had been asked to supply gifts to be 
given to tbe foreign oelegates who 
would attend this conference. The 
chief secretary of the UP govern¬ 
ment was telephoned, and be, in his 
cum, IMt Instructions with the man- 
agiim director of the corporation to 
sMM the gifts. The mBaaging direc¬ 


tor pasned on the task to cme of bis 
branch managers, who showed 
grear initiative and broke the lock 
of the godown where tbe gifts were 
stored, as he did not hive ihe key 
with him. A desperate midnight 
dash was made to Agra, where me 
gifts were handed over to the essis* 
tent managing director without tak* 
ing the receipt in return. Now is 
the corporation has to fKe the 
auditors, the problem has cume up: 
who IS going to foot the bill for ell 
those gifts? 


MAHARISHI COMES 
TO TOWN. WITH MONEY 



DOESKH' anybody went to know 
die fdwroabouta ol 

esh Yogi, of tbe nascendeatal 
saeditattOB aad Baitlei faase? Ihe 
papevina has h that be came to 
ladle uaenneuaced m the firii 
week of Pebmery, end has siaca 
been stayiAg at a podh reaidaMa la 
Delhi's <joU Linka He has been 
matting only a very select few. end 


coffers 1 

bis nephew, Mr Anand Srivascava, 
has bMB ^fklentiy looking after 
his eppoutments. However, most 
aigntwent has been the fact that 
recently a huge amount of money 
was trsieiMerrcd to the MaharishiU 
organUitioo la India from Swirser* 
land, where he has hii beedquar* 


D. E. NIZAMUDDM 
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yof RamsnehiRai 
ai, a CPI worker, was 
(Mled because he 
)pposed union deputy 
ninister Kaipnath Ral 
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Brush vour tt^th y^tih Colgate ufier 
a very meal. It protects you just the way 
dentists rei:r>mmend all over ihe world 
Bacteria ^row in food particles left 
betweeri your teeth. These can cause 
bad odour and. later, painful decay. 

$0 always brush the Colgate way right 
after eating. Its proven most effective to 
freshen your breeth. whiten your teeth, 
.and fight decay. 

Colgate has the fresh, mimy taste thet 


How Colgete's trusted formula works 

Odour 9^6 decay causini) 
tMCtana 9'nw in food partrrla^ 
trapped barween your laatn 

Colgaie's unique active fuam 
reechet deep to rernove dangerous 
food particles end &ecter»a. 

The result attractive white leeth. 
fresh breeth confidence, 
protection against decay 

malios bnishirtg e pleasure. 


St(^ bad breath.. 
R^t tooth decay 

mth Colgate 

Oentaf Cream 




pMSwimi 
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It’s a marvel of techoofosy and thought- ' A powerful two-band radio. Or an accurate 
fulnesi Set it on 'slumber' and drop irff to quartz clock that switches over automatically* 
sleep, ar^ It switches off. AutomabcaUy.And to 'battery' vrhen mains fail. 

« wtkti you up with music, news, or a 'bun-. Anyway you look at it, it's a winner. 

Touch snooze', and it lets you sleep 
10 minutes looser. 




When the heat 
squeezes out 
your energy... 



For exlrv^ crwgy \us{ when you need it. 



Thetfi's nothrmi more e»h;nistjriq 
ihjfi thi» And working in ther 
hot weothcr Iobvvs yOKt if eling really 
itred. Ii&iles*. Tli it'b when you n^ed 
lef(e^h»ng, Gijr.on 0. U gives 

'^otj extra energy- just when vou 
need it. 

Gluron 0 the nuw narr>u for 
G^axci^o n. trv&rod by millions for ovei 
JO yOiirs. Sli< It info any dnnk '- juice, 
nnlk. tea, roffeo. waiei —or 
just have g t»iain. And fe.pj ' i:- 

the energy coriir; rushmu 
bark __ . - - JPJN:*" 


Glucon-O is for your whole 
family. To help them carry nn-- 
at work and play Giuco o-TJ. 

I n the same pi^' k 
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The genuine glucose powder enriched with Vitamin D 
and caidum phosphates from G/axo. 
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I Kh^^s Ba>i S! 

SitfiJjywfvii \i 

' Tl«s *fna *>4 

S WipPail <^T<k«>nf 

I C»>f»%s B'«Vn Ooij 

i Conw, Ship '•f 


■ '•* i . ..I r r|i’t'l© A^wiy 

”*,i fli'i.’i y- VUf*'./ Mr WM*ri<U>'vO M.m rnnv«*f> 

>..)w nt*u vfQmrx m s4>vh«4I 

(;hv.< li < iNtnvi ir>i> rfKVU^ r>A« s«Hin v*cws« cciAtnMiwi 

V'ff ’M/* 5r«J(» til Aie shit vft^ rnMC^ »»*•••>. 

W'lt' :Hi p«i«. v ti. (n«> hitifir M J AhIw '<MOr<s 

ii«M iM 1 iv, X. •‘US Past pi 
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They cdme. ih«v lh«y conQuered rn* UMQuayvn leeri fKA 

uniy wnri ihe Nehru gold o.ip bui C«irunara MTh iheir 

d^pihy cA feel footMii end complex mesieiy* cM me g<Hne 
Bhebbir Al* me rorm«/ InMn captain wl« elao P^y«4 K« ihe 
nahpnai siM ir\ kui touTiamant. repoda Peat 39 
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bVhen the bronze is Chola 
The walls are Luxol Silk. 

I.uxc)l Silk It is the onW emulsn»n p.iint >i)U 
an tell with your eyes c lii^etl Just run yr'ur 
ingers over tin* silken, sii|)ei*sn««jth finish. Ytm 
^ill never want to tnu( h an (mluwrv wuKioii 
uaiii 

I uxol Silk. ]tsp*'n'rHtlv sUky finish makes it 
oeasv to wash, si>easy tokirp h/ightandtlean 
joking lor yeais and wars AihI rK»vv, y^ni <an M 
hcjrjs^' troni over forty shades of sjik * ' 

Drape your walls with Luxol Silk ^ 
—the richest emulsion in the worid. 
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Did Mrs Gandhi 
authorise Sen's 
statement? 


T h(' controversy (»ver the 

creoc stat«?mfQt by fiw senior 
iidvm'dies on the Weti Flon^l eU>c 
tom I rolls case raises a bift uues 
tom. Old Me* (;anJhi know alHiui 
the starrmeni iwior lo ir lieinc 
made before lio* Imtiih of Jusikes 
i). A. iVsai, A. I' Sen and Bahai ul 
IslURi^ Ai least one of the fiw 
advocates savs ilui ho pm hk t<f*n 
atitrc to the vtaroini iu whan he was 
told hv Mr A. K Son and Mr K K 
Kay, the two mo/i who are said to 
have masteinniuled the move, that 
they had the apptuvaf of Mrs 
Gandhi 

On the other hand, there have 
Ik'^o repot is that Mis Gandhi came 
TO know' about the siatement only 
after it was presented in the Sup 
feme Court On hearing about »(, 
she i& Said to have expressed her 
unhappiness and caileO Mr Shiv 
Shankar, who was nil recently the 
iuw rnimsier, lo find out how ii 
happened. His reply reportedly was 
that he did not know anything id> 
out it, but perhaps Mr Jagannarh 
Kaushal, ihe new law mmisirr, 
would know. 

But It is ddficull tu imagine that 
Mrs Gandhi, who always keeps her 

E artymen on d short leash, did not 
now anvihing atmui the state¬ 
ment. The five advocates who 
signed the siaiement are either in 
the Congres.sfl) or on the periphery 
of the party. Mr A. K. Sen, who 
submitted the statement pcisonallv 
is one of her party’s MPs from 
West Bengal: Mr M. C. Bh and are is 
her nominee to the Ba)va 5abha 
from Maharashtra; Mr S S. Ray is 
in the C|ueu« to join her party. Mr P. 
R, Mrrdul is a neneficiarv of her 
government ami Nfr Bhola Nath Sen 
•i the West Bengal Congressd) 
president None of these five per 
sons would have dared to take the 


initiative in respect of the West 
bengjl electoral rolls case without 
Mrs (Undht’s clearance because 
(be discussions some of then have 
held with her in Ihe last few weeks 
show Ih'r kc*<«n inti rest in this mat 
lei And h would suit her party to 
have the polls in West Bengal post* 
ameO to so 4S lo build up **a 
avnurebie atmosphere^ in the 
state thi«»iigh Presideni's rule 
The tact that the attorney gener 
al ol Irulia. even when spet iiically 
asked bv Justices Sen and Desai, 
Mul that nv would say nothing in 
(he rvntexi of ihe statetaeni speaks 
fr>r Itself But whatever the facts, 
the five cignatnnes have tried to 
politicise even ^uch a routine mar 
ter as the levisit'n of electoral rnll>. 
All five are important pe<»ple. Mr 
A K Sen IS ihc chairman of ihe bar 
iuunt ji and has served as law minis¬ 
ter at the centre. Mr S. S Ray has 
hes'n «hicf mrmstei. Mr Mridul has 
been a judge of the Bombay High 
Courj. ^ Bhandate is an MP and 
Mr Bhola Nath Sen is a senior 
piactisiciR adsiKale. Vor them to 
uuestion the integrity of the court 
f'u huMnp made a few stray re- 
marks in an earlier hearing is not 
an nrdmarv thing It was not merely 
an irresp'msible act. ii wass a de¬ 
liberate atterntn to cuw down the 
judges. To warn them that thev 
better watch their steps on the 
West Bengal electoral rolls case 
And che staiecnent. which made 
direct and implied insinuaiions of 
bias or ca&c aspersions on the tn- 
tegritv of judges, was> lu use Mr 
Justice Sen’s expression, 'stink 
mg ** As Mr Juslice Desai. beading 
the benili, said in hU order, the 
siRtuionev had alleged that **you( 
lordships hate not an open mind in 
ihe jnatier and juriice may he de¬ 
nied tu the wrn petiiioneri and the 
respondents supporting (hem " He 


must have realised ai least now how 
far the ruling pane's men can go to 
pul pre«suie on the judiciurs'. Mr 
justice Desai is one of the five 
judges who has upheld the execu¬ 
tive’s right to iraiiHfer the High 
Court judges and. by doing so, has 
exposed ikem to the whims of the 
government. 

But if Ihe five signauuies really 
believe (hai the hunch was biased, 
as their statemeni suggested, ihcy 
should have stucI io iheir cunv 
They did, up to a |N»ini, lH»cansc 
when Mr Justice l>esni dsked them 
lu sign every page uf the statement, 
all five did so. Huwvver, when the 
bar members passed a resulutiuii 
'‘strongly*' disapproving the stale- 
meni and resolved lo mierwne in 
uphold the dignriy of the court, the 
five signatories got cold feet A 
mere remark by the Chief Jusiue 
of India. Mr y. V. Chandrarhud, to 
whom the case was ftirwardeil liy 
Mr Justice D«*sai, on whether thev 
should pursue the statement, made 
(hem withdraw ii. How did the 
suspicion of ’‘bias" against the 
jut^s suddenlv disappear.’ The 
Chief Juktiru's lemarK, "we are 
thankful lo the bar." is significant. 

And it IS nut surprising that aftei 
the statement whs withdrawn, the 
eflort of Ihe ariorney general of 
India and the five signatiuios was 
that ir .slioiilO noi appear ni ihe 
press Whv should they have been 
afraid of a public debale on iheir 
observations? They cannot be 
allowed to eat ihrir cake and have 
It ton. The proposiiion they were 
trying to establish was thui the 
lawyers were within their rights in 
asking foru ihwrge in the bench till 
they got a “favuwrabJt* set." 

One does not know why the Jana 
ta Rarty. which has good cieilen 
tials. auowvd itself to be diagged 
intn this affair Mr A K. Sen lisli.d 
the Janata among the other politic¬ 
al parlies on whose liehalf he read 

the statement It was Miss Ram 
Jethraalani who retrieved the situa¬ 
tion by running to Mr Chandia 
Shekhar and getting a siau-meni of 
dissociation. Mr Hegde. the Jwnat.i 
party's secretary genral. who 
stgoucl the power ot ojpornev on 
behalf of the party, sinauld have 
l>een ..lore circumspc'ct. patCiruhn- 
ly when he was deal inn with the 
Cougressill crowd. 

It appears that ihc ludgcs .ind the 
lawyers are determined to finish 
whates'er is left oi the jodtciurv's 
rights after the bickerings siaiieci 
bv the government Bv upholding 
the executive’s pterogaiive l" 
transfer High Couii judges, the 
Supreme Court struck a r’<H*\nns 
blow to the juduiarv's indepeiKl- 
ence And the five lauvurs gJie 
aiinthcr blow bv chaUcngini; die 
iniegirv oi the Supreme < ourt 
judges hearing rhe elec km al rods 
case 
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Golden aehif,’V(.*ment 


Y inic \(»>rv oh A|>.imwi n< m A 

l•nu•^• |t\ l*to S N^'Milv <14 
I'clMiiiirv I, u js N^rniilv sojt. i >rui m «v.i\ «» 
|>lr.Knt>* loithiii; i' ton** 

|>hhtoL:i'a|)I» tiv< tu .iiiiMnl M.*mv 

rh<4Mks t'l tIk siiti'i lhlu»i \|>4ih.<>en 
iv .iril\ v^'htl.ul Ml IiiiIm hi*m 
M(<> (taiullii. t<M ^^lvl|n I fi.i.r . Imi ot 
rrt.Mil 

*i Ihirhiffi, U.iniui,! U» '' H4 iii:.ih 

( DllpaMlUhiih' IM ( Mlisli N M•J^ l<M Ihi* 
MXu'tkrni Mivri HiMtv A. ,i Kn<u.\U I kvi 
M\ttMI1l.iv P'DllCi tll.M MV *^‘VV 
.Miorhvr lalviMc'l m mmi nmist I 

kook lorwaul in tiioii* hkMl^ lM>ni 

Ai^rrid SiMk 
Stin/M .Vi/n. Hu\\r4>h 

I Itr I l•;l!L'^l a< liu*s**rii> 'ii rd MsS*<m Om' 
Ihil tjiaf vvrn MiltiM«i( hi»; ^l^Iv skw* lu^ 
}H*vn «h)r m.ikv 'iihh a mi|H'|Ii «n0 
•«viis»livv rust mmiv 'ihr ha' ivnaiPiv 
come «i I'Mii; h<iv Kjv’* irvM Kiimw 
Hiid h«'i r.civni a% <1 likiMmakvi sJiini'S 
thrnikK^ 

B .V Wnsv. 

SonivliiiVk 1 Minpk kili^t im hiM^vi'l.ifld 
nlu<i vx.ktIv 2*Mii'ki SaiMkx uM'iiMtijMu 
CniIvt'N Sv(l<«tk<M| alTMuO*'. PMVntl tkdil 
Ills DVITI kM.l'C'd VitWS. HriV all ikiJ* 
vrtK-rjsvd Irnm hi' wivimj* >li Mav sup 
p(Mi«<c) T'» vl'ihoratt u^mii U' Svm's vvisj 
ikltiv. hci cii'.k(<vi< laiioiis ^lul ihv him. 
Hul kiis|o«itl. h»' Hrf' mcn ix piv<k(( Mpk<<ii 


HitiiCakuii*. iisimr lilniA. \h« Bcn^lis' 
cnihus^sm abour g»o<i cinema and Ben* 
kul ' f limmalrer) Whai aboui the Mher 
serunis f»lth 0 iaken lA ihe criuntry. Mr 
Kaiv<iv*' jAiliaft i inena roday does i»oi 
n(*<vs.4riiv mean viiJ) (he Seiyajii Rays 
nnil MmiuI Sens. »s ynu uhviousJy se«iii 
('• rhitik We d^ have nur Benef^als, 
s^ihviis, Kainads, Karaniitt, Kasaraval* 
kis. hhaimaiujv Mir>a« and Paranjpes 
(<«» Whv have you furewiien (hem^ So. 
pit (u. ler u. r>ui have any mnre ot your 
p'vuth»Miirliviiual ’puedv’ wriuofK We 
WMhlJ muih prefer if vou w«ni K^k co 
SMhi old field of poeiry. where ii( Sea»t 
sou Maod vine ihanee 
A'Aok Ua.s. fifew fivlhi 
t hdj st» iAt avoided readmi; (he priite of 
oui I sell prrnlaimed?) i>ner Uureaie. 
l^iMish Sandy Hur. having freatlv 
ddmned Aparfia Sen and 1o C'howrtAj^ 
iivi f^ariv. I vuxumhed 10 (he leflipcalion 
d K'.kdMif; Mr Sandy\pieiv. Sow I wt&h ] 
hati n<'i. fih il does ou lusdse (d Ms Sen 
or her (.Im 

l.ei us b«');iii wtlh Mr NandvS style He 
v<i ihs to iis«* superlalivesali the wav hul 
'•liinihivs iMdIv for winds ConsoqueniiT. 
(hi wind 'liiiesi* is fr|K*Hivd four iimvs 
Add i<< I his rhi< s(rinK of ’Riea«'Ms>' 
’hbsis.’ 'unisi isals.’ ‘effiu iliss' and su vn, 
and whai wr hsvi< is someihinp even a 
'OpvKiiiii would iiui wHnr (oown up (u. 

Hu( U( us leave sivh* apart, sinve Mr 
Svndr warns us l» 'fiUKri Ihis business 
aiMiui 'ivl« aiHf (reaimnM * Of iIh< iO 

ikarauraphs in (hv aKKle. onlv (w«i offer 
aiiv aesilM •!< lominentonihe him Mush 
•A ihs* athck is drvuied to iidhns that 
•hould hase I'mnd a pla<e in Russip 
columns Ills ttushinp. awed rcaciHm «* 
Ms Oasuiipta IS siiaiKh( uu( of a reenape 
l.ihla.v aiHl«i<(litiul> nula di*s<.riplniiiof 
(hr s*ihK*il. as vimi hkurb says 

rhv wiiK r’ssorrparisun of Ms S«ti and 
Ml Kar is inosi su|ier1uial Wiihoui 
ikiiaiiiiije (nnn (he merMs id vKher. a 
ill ivinicu hImKiM*) wihiH ronriude chai 
lai U asi oh ihi* basis iri Ms Sen's one 
him I (hr two deal with dilfermi milieus. 
U«ie fuvailv ddtcrs'nl visual scylcs and 
*i'nainH nm similar ouiluoks. 

Aibl (it roursr, the les>s said alioui Ur 
NaiitU s R('ii|*ali (hauvinissi, the better. 

All*" leading «he arlHle. 1 ihink I 
undvrsiand whv Mi Nandy wnl«» 30* 
wMid |Viems, he has nruhinp mnrr to say 
.And he (vriamJy raiuiu( wriie longer 
pieivs <Hi a Mihjeii such us Ms Sun 
w'lih'ikii rheii becoming clumsy. He 
'biHild Milk lu his pnems. Or sufiKest 
sloK^ns (in IS wnnts or Irssl 'or compeii* 
tionv 

.*• h.inr. Bduxfj 


Not reassuring 


1 11 M.'dhu ,l»kio's ivi<<i\*eM wiih M' 
AbdikI SoHat. Palisl.iiks imb.issadk i 
in Nrw I tell) I, f'he >••• h>«i P«hr lotyhr ma 

t>‘n'rjiiifv .t ^i^.tMnit'i', hoi 11 hi<fjks •vio 
fkhi'u oust 1 14 rebi u.iiM Mr SatfdT his 
maJi* till k ll'vcis (o ri'as'>iiv kis l>s ’asuk*^ 
Ik1.1i, "our pic iKiop.iiiDio .oi* wiih .< 
iho'.il iroiTi \\u' ^^vst ' Will hv ibrn 
I'Hpiair* oh\ (he I'akisUiki /.kiii* Jt plosi d 
till rhv IiuImh hnrjvi a'o oil iminivd 
lowaids fndia and nrH ot 'Ih' imssts ol 
At uh:iP I a .1II ^ Ol t\ N V f IV ('dll isioos * a 1 hv 


Fa k I Man «ioiv are deployed along ibe 
Indian htkrder and onlv one ciong tbe 
Ivirde: id Alghanisian* 

I'.Im where. Mr Sailar has said, ''Pakis 
lan on 10 pan is prepared 10 pronde 
lodia wiih all a'suran e 4 M<hS( inierfcr* 
viKu foun ihv Pakisiui side “ Why has 
ih{ssiirieini*ni rume sulaie^ Presumably, 
Pakistan feels n van now speak frun a 
position of strength* 

A P .'son. Jamshedpur 


Thanks to Sunoas* ojuI Priiish Nandy for 
focusing atlenlinn on i 6 Chowrin^ilee 
Lane which was an admirable, in-depth 
analysts of human psychology. Jennifer 
Kapoor's perfoimance was one of the 
besi that India hav seen in recent times 
and ir ought 10 ger her rhf Vrvashi 
award. I hope Apurnu Sen will c< 4 thniie 
Id make films of (his uenre and win more 
and mskTO laurels. All the bust to her 
C V. Rajagopahn. Hyderabad 

You have proved uniu aguin ihai Sunuav 
knows exactly whom to enrourage when. 
Bapt CbaktabiHiY. Vakutia 

Congratulation' for a fantastic cover 
uory li was giHkd ro nolu that Aparna 
Sen has juined several other film world 
(oprankers who corny from Call utta. 1 i is 
veiv rightly vaid ihai among the sharks 
and <juiL'k'bu(k iiHrclta/iis. among cal< 
iousnest and curruption, Cakuita re¬ 
mains the ione area of serious srtisric 
endeavour 

0 . D, Khunna, Kom/mv 

I waselaiedlo r^'ad rhai qmie apart iiom 
being an extremelv luU-nted ai truss and 
now an equally laU nir-rt d*ri(tor, Aparn.i 
Sen IS also lAieri'sivd in win mg pavirx, 
phtAographv. ckc She-ccriaiiih dsM rvcd 
1 IW '(fUiden Kaalv' 

5 uhha$hi» Hay. >'«mi«rha; 'H’e>( 

In his diiempi to vstaMisli the aiosfK 
quiiiKe ul .16 f'howirntflK'c dn ilkv 
tame Itvvl H« Rav's rat her /'w/MfiHh, 
Priuih Mandy has ailotvtd himsdf Us bn 
swept off hit fen Ia guns^y w lUitiieMAl 
iiy, and under cover ni his usuiil wiliusv 
muotbo jumbo, he ha> lost fiis siAisv of 
prop«iion. Certainiv, Aparn^ Sen has 
ireai ed npples wit h hi r mn kden x e> li v. 1 1\ 
but viewing her iii ihv s.sme lichr .0 
Saryujil Ray i% an idnitji lonlasv Ms Son 
has a long way to gc» bi^foro slir can be 
compared to Salyaiit Kav 
Af Mrarrv. fAirg^/Hjr 

The 1 over slory wjsliiially buMli <ii :inv 
.subslaiire The vrriiei liild us rioihiug 
rhai we do raa alrvAdv knew «iiid tun am- 
Iv, we ail’ noi exTn ihc iviisr bit in 
terevted in knowing Abvilntely irivi^i 
detadk of Apaina Sen's private life >l'xw 
IS it reievani wheihur she is 'invous, 
tender, fulpfur or ever, ‘'marvellously 
pregnant?*' The art icic w js more suti a hie 
tor a film gloscv and rvor for a repsnod 
magazine like vours 
(r. Bhairachrfiva. Cainirrj 

Obviously the wrilm relies mure nr> his 
heart than his head, and whenever this 
happenv qualiry suffm 
.SiiiHhiia Chatieijec, Cahuita 


ABC of war 

T be sccnann visualised by Oeu, K A. 

Vas Ul yodern auvsen fhvinej iWar 
and Peace, 14 Fiibruaryl is sometning 
(hat our mditary brass should take notite 
uf. Surprise has alwavs played a decisive 
part in warfare and surprise 111 the use of 
new and inxenious weapons is invariably 
the must enective What are we doing in 
this cuuntiy (n counter the threat of 
'ABC" warfare? The ninister of defence 
ought to take the nation into confidence. 
U Col fRetd) P C. Matumdar. Iklhi 



‘An eye for an eye’ 

Y our spKial report <m rh« iwu (rimin* 
ih, kangf BiU^, Hanging tbeirhesdi 
l/i by S«ari and (he iccnm- 

panvioK interview (14 February) pro¬ 
vided very evciting readinit. It was fasci- 
natinR to know their innermost feelings 
and real turns on iheir verv last du> 

P. V. L N 5wainy. BerAompur (Orisaa) 

Thanks to Anil Saart and Si npav for 
Billa's last interview Bui out President 
should not have ^'jetted (he meny poll- 
lion, thwv <iur nalion ttH> hvliwu in the 
luw of 'ill e>c foi an eyc^* 

Pi Jtifih ftov. Tnpvra 

’Jhtfie Is iifl diJiilii thjc ciimtnaK shinUd 
Ilf punished. Hut it stH’ined to appear 
ihot RjnitJ W 4 % not irally u r.nminaf Was 
there no wuv out foi him ttofn the death 
venieiKe' (t is \i pity ihat moot muntry 
ihe siuuiiion h^ay is siK.h thui il a 
I iiiniiial hns miniev and ihe r>t. ii lonnei 
nulls hi laii I'Hape. hut a man wjihmii 
ihiM (an Ih> hangt'd nil death 
DoriviJhart Mi>hanrv, Cuiljck 

Chetc lire nmiu'ious Hill as and Kangas in 
triilMr ivditirs. «iiul somo ot them are 
Ih'in;; idt mined wiih iW help m Si mu> 
Wllen will wi pill I heir red a«ls ii» an 
Olid' 

S j’ Mo.oxipW.’t. Ttt. Ill 

I he cTlKirm s enJ siiu ciiiy'd the v*‘htr 
ond iht .idiniTiii(iarioii m luikmi; down 
thr< iiirnoi.ijs aiol |«iioishiri>; them m ihi* 
man net ihov ihwiied, ,s inde«><l iiraise 

Wi>rthN IhII j| till Hlll^ ,,;••• qiM'S. 

nun linitei* iii ih* mind !l.tve ihe p'lhs" 
and .kicuiriisi] iiiMMi a|)ii|M dcipul sdfmls 
to M not; in and ,>vnish the tnmtri 
.ns ns;vHisil.l» toi inemirssiv kdlinn 
ti.iM|«iiis in sn nKinv plates in India’ 
lltimjyiui AhuvJ, hUmKhvr iHiluii 

It IS VI p,isv re a lif«s i .ir> we ntH Mve 

l.\« s lo«i*» 

A'/lJ/Mif/U Krf/, < i/rf.u i, 

Willi Hil resj»>Li for the judtual (Ikmus 
orid provksion'. ot ih< lail manual. I s|iH 
iivhh.ii i[ic haiigings of BilU and Ranga 
would ha»«' )wn more useful if they had 
Ih'i'II (elevis^ if not larrietl mil in 
puhlic The purp'ow* of pnntshtnmi is noi 
veo^eaiiee hui deiiTtenee And the tis 
ing rote of iricne in mir country speaks 
for the lack of this very element <»f 
deterrence. 

H:iria Ashraf. Kanpur 

I rannoi understand why Sim'ay gave so 
much imporianee to Billa and Ranga. 
They wciv no more than cruel, third rale 
cnimnalH Thev lhc«rv>iighly deseived ihe 
fate they met if the press ( like you) gives 
them M much iirocninencc, Oiev tend to 
gel the imaef of heroes 
5anto»h 5m)iA, AfnrsAiJahad 

As they say. the hands of fusucc are very 
long. The an n le on rhe two < rimtnaU wj* 
80 good Ihat I fell I was pvmonally 
witnessing the hangings 
sAcipendra K'ajn(liriy«. 
lAanc I Waharashtral 

At last (he critnuiNls got what they 
deH'Tvvd. But I wus shockecl that in his 
lasi inlervsew, Billa tiill had the nerve to 
adamaiitlv tefosc to cunfeu hti crime 
AKmeJ. Nagpur 


Nehru was warned 


M r G S Agarwal I (llpiojofl 7 Febni- 
try), bas cumpletelv missed the 
pomi. I have re read the entire teller of 
Kandic Nehru dated 2 Z December 1 % 2 . 
in which he has simplv defended (he 
dcfi'ur of Ihe Indian amy ai the hands of 
the Chinese. 1 have searched the whids* 
letiei for some piese tif inlonnaiion 
whii h )usTifies the claim nf Mr Agarwal 


that Nehru c annul lie lilumvd for rhe 
Chines** aggiessii.ii. Pandit Nehru had 
enough wain mg.. imluilmK one from 
Sardai Paiel, ihai lU (^hinesr can never 
be depended upon as fri**nds. hut he 

C refened to renle li/ndit'hwie fiAai- 
hai. until ws* were ai lacked 

B.H Ninda. luck now 


Ideologfical criticism 


B arun S4*ngupij’s analysts nt ihe 
eleventh conKitssrg tlie CKliM). In 
frapurri diirrimtes ituiruiiie (Aew». 7 
kelwtuiyi is i.airrmils irrelevant His 
lonimenl about iht* iMiiv s leaning tv 
w.ifds Mnvi.w IS totally wrtnig 

The (PliM) bas newt be 
lirved inihiMhivMv nl ’e«(uidiscapce*: the 
party n*asn**vi*r •a«li‘ niw pm' anv iKher 
lommiiRisi iMitv in ihe wmld The 
CPIiM) h.is sarntuslv suppnitr^d and 
opposcsJ the policies of the iwo hig 
communist pa rues when wee it felt 
fWCC'ssaiy Ihr CRIiMi's unch rMandittg 
id (hv inivmaiional siiiiaiNin is Ikaw'd on 
theidralof piolei.inan iniematioAalism 


and tv not a» naive as Mi Sengupla 
thinks. 

Then again, Mr ^m^upta says thul 
nowhere in us lesulution not in Mr 
Kandive’s speec h was Mrs Indira Gandhi 
‘'pertuiinlly^ cniulved. B*'ing a Marxist 
panpr. the CI'flM) diws nni lieliwe in 
either personal ai tacks or in churarier 
assaiSinaiHin Its criticisms on all tionts 
arc strictly ideological And Inslly, Mr 
^’Ogupta retnaiks ihai since its incep¬ 
tion. the party has nui hc*i;n able to 
resolve its internal differeni us. But <iuite 
on ihv contrary, the fuel ui dial the 
(P 1 (M) i« growing more and ti.ore 
^pular 

rrudff'p Sen (iupt.i. Ifiglnu {AtiSam} 


College loyalty 


M l .sjiiianu tlh<>sh\ at In li'. Mimrarti 
( neuM I utm Mi>€v iltr storm. 1 14 
I'vlwtuiv; was vciy iuformotivi* Hut in 
ih* aiiomistnying box. lull'd .WA> xe 
iM'fs fiihmg to rrralculr. I did not like 
the <«aiiiolai ions tlu* aiilhor has given t»i 
Si f diButid's volb’ge. In saying ihat the' 
*Biigadic>r Cenerat TawcUwuia" wav a 
siuih-ni 111 that inciitutv I feel tihUged tv 
pinni out that St I dmundS is undoolited- 
n un«''>f ihehesii'duiatHitial itistitutionx 
in iKinh-easieni Indi-i The standard of 
eihKaiinn wiU be dear by ibe fact that 
when prc-uniscrsiiv le^ulisof ISht of ihe 
North f.astern Hill umversnv were mu. 
eight id ifiu lo)» ten ptrsitkms w<*ni to 

The Rajiv medicine 

W e wish Kajiv Gandhi would i ome to 
inii city too If he vujts us at hast 
otMc a iBonih. we can hv assort'd that rhe 
govarameni will spare no paiti« or ex- 
pensus for cleaning op our streets. 

( 'hjiuainaftr Rrahxna. Bhufwitrsirar 


New axiom 

I I scs’iB (hat alter a vlighi aheraiion ot 
(iandhiji's axiMn, (hero is new a imv- 
piiiiii slogan lor the Congrvssil) mem 
bets 'Worship i$ wMk.' And we all 
know who ibrv ntrd lu worship. 

.■sA Afi?;h«iAi. J.K'kjuiw 

Clean ii^ide 

Y .iui • over |i aovfai riw y of ihe Ma har 
ashira chief minivier. Mr Bibasaheb 
hhosalc* lil Jaitgarvi seemed to suggesi 
ihdi whatever else hr might b«. hr was 
Itn clean inside 

Sujtl huiH-ifiv. UaUwr (AfrHUI 


siodcnis «rf Si Kiimnud's. 

In (hi’ field iH s|xix|s iiai, ihr college 
hrfs 1 IO tival Ml <«ho>h 'linuld cunte up to 
Slulloiig and sev the sprawling gruutidb. 
Iieauiifnl lawnc. magmliiecii huildi(ig» 
and aluivc all i hr dtnipline and sincvruv 
of the siudents iKkI the Ki.iff A college 
sunixn bo hel<l iev|HiriMUIe lor what the 
slUik’ni uhimatclv iH’Comei.. ^ the ItBiv 
hi’iniieiscidlegf, he is alre.idy at lead 16 
vi*ars old and has ahoadv had hlv earlv 
xriHOHliiu: in Ins Iv'tm- and si honi I hope 
thi*ti'lote, Ihat vteir .inu It* will mu leave 
any miorr***! ini|OisMiin .ihoiu Si 

Mmooirs in the nonds of rearien 
Ahfitpt .SAome. Yh/fkuig 

Zia's gimmick 

Z ia\ han on «airs mi'ntioned In TariQ 
All's Ammxr.v lemui on i'akisran t? 
Fehtiiaryr is n<.rhior hut a gimmuk lo 
hewildei ilie ihiiughiful amcing the 
f*akiitanis I tan i'iiuchs. 4 le for the fati 
that >axj or stfluax. icil or no veil, the 
women td Kara, hi who go unevcorred lo 
shops still get their li*>iT<nns pinched by 
Tail hfuT Mils!Kits i hi’re 
fAfis) ,V AhmeJ, Calcutta 

Reversed pact 

J adging by thr leieiii i uurse of events, 
I he rui War }hi<f mas soon degenerate 
HMU tlu* no |>>1l I Kdl 
7 *. 2 > h'agarataii. Af.tJras 

Last letter 


S Cc-mi; the' plight of t.ur i.iiiwavs. 

khi' uiiihi.r.ties noghi ns well st«rT 
.idvirtisiiig i(ic vlogan "Travel by 
Indian idilnavs aii'l sec ihc (other) 
wuld." 

C H HhiiH.iiuu. iiwhui 



•l 



Wheri a couple of mirnrtcs Cdft tnean mHlfpos lo busmess. this kind of information can be 

tnjy crrticai. 

Corporation Bank was the first lAdiar> bank to ordet the Reuter Money Rates Service or 
RMRS for shod. And « now amons (he very few banks m the country to offer n 
The RMRS 1$ hooked by computer to over bOOO banks ar>d iiternationai money centres 
around the world. All CcKporaton Bank has to oo is ty^e out the code letters for a 
particular bank, say the Midtand Sank, and the visual display terminal will type out the 

rates tor all m^ currenoes at that bank. 

Further, RMftS also flashes.s^snifkant deveioprnents in the financial world sp that the 
experienced Corporation Bank dealer can infer how the money market >s gong to react. 
What makes CorporatKxi fonk such an invaluable s*.«ide to its import-export chcnteie is 
the faa that it not only supples international money rates from moment to moment but 
reads between the lines and advises them about future trends, spot trading, forward 
markets and the best times and ways to move and close deals. 


Corporation Bank 

Cf^« >»< y tn*«'y 

tS lkir« Ci«i —n •« Sb 0. OOCt* 

V iUM 

the soundest foreign exchange advice you can get. 
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Bihar CM counting; his days 

Ahei T. Anjiiiiili. it muv now 
hv Bihur CM JuMnnaih Min 
hru'K turn tti ii<y The hipu 
cumr when Mi% Oamlhi, ilh' 
justed h,v (lie uiiset*Tnly he 
huvmur ol her pal iv men ut 
I’utiM when %nv cwme rv 
open rhv new bridge over 
the GonBo. publicly re¬ 
buked the CM end 
ihreatened never ro vi»i( 

Biher UBBiii “Whui's ell this 
tamakhtf?" Hhe asked. And. 
tumusha iv une word which 
CnnKrensd) CMs dreed the 
must if II is uttvred by 
ell her Mrs Clundhi or her 
«in Kajiv. In their vucftbul- 
ary the word means *ihe 
end* Mr Anmuh quit us CM 
alter. Mr Kajiv Gundhi 
asked him ihe same qnes 
lion in Mydciubad. And 
whether he <>r nul, llr 
Mishra has already siarivd 
counting his day«. 

Kao to study north east 
intelligence setup 

The union home minUtry is dissatisfied with the work of 
the various inieiliAence a|enciet^includin^ its own sub- 
sidiacy intelhxence bureau-H» the lensiiive and peren* 
nially disturbed north east. Mr Ramnaih Kao, security 
adviser tu ihe Prime Minister's secretanat, is bein^ asked 
t<i make an indepth appraisal of their functioning and 
outline measures to improve their intelligence fiiherint 
methods, llvscribmg their performance at "almost lack* 
adaisical/* u tbp home mimsiry source said. "In the past 
they (the agencies) have frecjuvntiv failed lo throw up 
adequate iiiformarion regarding the threat lu law ana 
order and the insurgency situaiion in this higion. 

Gavaskar’s new book 


Spurred by the runaway .success of his autobiography 
Sunny f^a.i's, which was published a few years ago, Indian 
skipper Sunil Gavaskar has decided ip turn w^ter again. 
This time his subject will be the great crickbters of his 
time. He has already completed a gnod part of ihe 
research fur the book. As Gavaskar is a good writer in his 
own right,crK’ket.enthusiasts have something to look 
forward to. In one resp^t Gavaskar is goicgi to be 
particularly sharp eyed this time; he wdl carefully read 
the.fine print that clever publishers put into coniractst he 
gut* peanuts from the Marathi edition <4 Stiimj Days. 

spy case accused uncooperative 

Mr Rajan Bakshi, the New Delhi lawyer who was 
arrested on the charge of spying (SvvtiAV 13 December 
1981)»is taking the police and intelligence officials on a 
wild gog<e chase. Each time his interrogators ask him to 
write a confession, Mr Bakshi does so but adds that be hu 
written it under duress. Police interrogators have not y^ 
broken the 28*wir*oid lawyer's spirit and he has given 
away litile. Mr Bakshi is quite defiant. He has been telling 
Interrogators that they will not succeed in putting him 
behind bars for more than three years. 


Asi^ Games may be delayed 

I hr inaiiKiiruiHai uf Ihe Asien GamcH may he pastponed 
by u tduplu of mocilhN because of delays in the completion 
«rf the IndiKN siiidium ar Indraprasiha Estate and the 
Nwimmiiu* |KH)I 4f the Talk.iiorallarden^ The games are 
pteMniilv Ncheduli'd lo be inuuqiirated on 19 November 
IW2. While reeuluiionv stipulate that the Asian Games 
Nhuuid he held every four years, there la a provision fur a 

E tsipooemeni under cKcepUunal circumstances. (The 
rsj Asian Games which were held in India in 19S\ also 
hud to be postponed.) The 2S.OOO'Seat Indoor stadium is 
ihe one (hat is most behind schedule, fts elaborate 
lighiing arrangemetiis will lake some time to complete. 
Right now, even the roof hu not gone up. The indoor 
siadiun is lo be the venue of the badminton, volleyball 
and gymnastics fixtures. Athletics and the main football 
matches vdU be held ai the vpen air Lodi Estate stadium. ' 
which is ihe mam stadium for ihe garaei. Its construction | 
IS progressing on schedule. 

Convo y had no wireless set 

Him* did the Muivah faction nf Naga insurgents mantM 
to carry oui the worst ever ambush in the north east on 19 
February in which 20 army personnel were kiUad, and 
manage a completely successful getaway? It has now come 
to li^( that the convoy did not have a wireless set with it 
to that the army authorities got the information only 
through the Manipur Rifles a full two hours sfter the 
ambe^. The 3S insurants who were involved have all 
managed to escape to Burma. Although thai spot had seen 
three embushes Wore, the Manipur Rifles had for some 
irtexplicable reason withdrawn their post from there. The 
insurgents used sophisticated Chinese weapons and took 
away with them five scUloading rifles and a light machine 
gun belonging to the unfortunate Sikh U^t Infantry 
coniingenf. 

Rajmangal Pande may 
join UP ministry 

Mrs Gandhi is seriously 
considering giving the, UP 
government a facelift and 
the man she has in mind is 
not someone from the Con* 
gressil) but Mr Raimangal 
Pande. leader of the Con* 

K essiS) in the UP Asseoi* 
y The Prime Minisrer’s 
emissaries have already got 
I n touch w ith th is out spoken 
and astute politician from 
Deoria. Recently UP chief 
minister Vishwanaih Pratap 
Singh personally called on 
Mr Pande at his residence 
and on 28 February Mr 
Pande joined Mr Singh for 

lunch at the latter'a resi¬ 
dence. The Cungressif} is 
keen to have Mr Pande as 
Ihe deputy chief minister as 
It IV felt that only he can 
rein in and give snme direc 
tion to the .bureaucracy. 
While Mr Pande has not yet 
mude up his mind, he mav 
well join the Congressll) if 
he IS admitted honourably. 



I' fh-iturbtti 
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The anti-dacolty operations of the UP police have aroused enormous corttroversy. The police 
maintain that the special powers are necessary to flpht the well^m>ed dacoits; others have 
accused this '‘corrupt” p^lce force, backed up by comipt politicians In power, of killing 
hundreds If rM)t thousands of Irmocent people under d>e guise of ''encounters" wHh dacoTts. 
What Is true Is that, until the death of Chabiram on3 March, the police had not managed to kill 
any Important dacolt, but hundreds of Innocents had been shot dead by policemen who had a 
personal score to settle with the victim. SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA motored through 
Azamgsrh and Mainpurl to bring beck two stories which Illustrate the two sides of a 
blood-stain^ problem. In the first story, he describes how the police finally tracked down and 
killed the extraordinary dacolt Chabiram. The aecond alory. from the eaatern UP district of 
Azamgarh, narrates how a political oppor>ent of the union d^uty minister Kalpnsth Rai was 
killed In cold blood by the police—who eleerfy thought they would be protected by the minister 
for this "generous” gesture. The victim srae a CPI a^vlst who had campaigned hard against Mr 

Kslpnath Ral In the electl^s. The price he paid was dssth. 

Chabiram: Deadend lor a dacolt 

O n the evening of I March, end decoiii covered an area of around wrrender plan did not work. At that 
the Uttar Pradesh police 30 km in the process time. Chabiram. who wore kurra- 

heedauarters in Lucknow Chabiram. who was popularly pyjsma and a Gandhi cop. behaved a» 
had finalised the transfer knowa as in his area m opera* if he was the leader ot a liberation 

orders of Mr Karamvir tion, was the most dreaded dacolt army. One of the demands he had pul 
Singh, suMrintendent of police, Mailt* ihere. lie carried a reward of Rs one forward was that an area of 10 km 
pun. Mr Singh, whose tenure in Main Ukb on his head. The eoeounter on 3 radius around Harnagarpur should be 
pun had seen the carnages at DchuH March came as an anticlimax to the declared a “peace tone." that is. no 
and Sarhupur, was being transferred events which bad taken place just a police force should be posted there, 
to an insignificant post in the State moneh back within Maiopuri district. Though the government had not for 
Blectricity Board. Reason: he had As reported in Suhpay (/-U March), majly accepted the plea, in practice 
been given time upto 28 February to between 6 and 9 Februaiy. Chabiram Chabiram's wishes were respected, be* 
wipe out the dreaded dacoit gang oi bad openly camped in his borne village tween 6 and 9 February no policeman 
Chabiram. At the end of February Ur of Harnagarpur and met nearly 1S,000 was seen anywhere around Hama* 
Singh asked for two more days to villagers in what omy be deso-ibed as gamur. 

complete his mission. Still Cbabiran a unioue display of public relations by when our colleague from Reviver 
was not killed. So on 3 March the any <mcoit at any rime. Though the Udayan Sharma. met Chabiram at 
transfer orders were issued. But within police was fully aware of his presence HamagaTpur on B February (he was 
hours that act Lucknow learnt that at Haniagaivur, no effort was made to among xw few journal Ui$ to meet 
the SP of Mainpuri had not only killed apprehend ^ ung. The government Chabiram during the three day 
Chabiram but also wiped out 11 other of Mr Vishwanato Pratap Sinsh at that laoie&jia). CItabiram wav over\unfi' 
dacoits of his gang. In fact, while time was negotiaimg a surrender with dent about his position vis a vis the 
officials at Lucknow had thrown up Chabiram and was bopiru that he police. And he had reasons to believe 
their hands in despair end decided to would abo make three or his cknc chat he was invincible because the 
use gimmicks like the transfer of offi* lieutenants, AiurSjngh. Mahavira and state government and Coneress(I) big* 
cials to cover their feilure, for which Pothi, surrender. Even a date for the wigs iron Delhi had sent nim feelers 
UP is now famous, right from the surrender had been fixed—between 2S assuring his safety and proposing a 
morning of 3 March the police force aadSSFebruary. Thedrama wasio be peaceful surrender. “V. P. Singh's 
under Mr Kerimvir Sin^ was busy in staged at the cheuraha of Pindari police do not have the |u(a to touch 
an encounter with the Cnebirim gang village, near Harnagarpur. And Mr me." Chabiram had told u4ayan Shar* 
The encounter, which began at 11.30 Rajiv Gandhi, MP was expected to ma in an interview. Indeed, at that 
lasted till 6.30 pm and the police preside over the ceremony. But the point of time the UP police did not 








hm the fuu» or ruber tbe po^r, to 
touch Oiabinin u • politicu solutioB 
wai bein^ souMht for an easentiaUy tew* 
end order |m»lein. But after the sur* 
render drama failed, the UP police got 
bade their ^utt" and on 1€ February 
additKmal icP Toolbar Dune and DIG 
S. K. Mukherjee camped at Gheror to 
pereonally luperviie an encounter. 

That encounter failed but managed to 
boon the police morale and corre&pon* 
dingly dampeoed the spirits of the 

gang. 

Since then a massive manhunt was 
launched. Some SOO men of the Provin¬ 
cial Armed Conitabulery (PAC) were 
pressed into service. A deadline was 
iven 10 S. P. Karamvir Sin^. For the 
irst rime since the drama of the 
"amidacuity campaign" iJssyu un* 
mu/an abhj>an) was launched in 
November alter the Dehuli massaerw 
the Mike seemed to be tackling the 
problem of dacoity on a “war footing. * 

Alter the Gheror encounter and tne 
ensuing increased police activity in 
the areas of Gheror and Aunchha 
police stations (where the gang had a 
strong hold), the gang moved to Bar- 
nahar This was very suitable for the 
police because the Barnshal lAana 
area has .a large number of polke 
informers and it became easy for the 
police to keep track of the gang. The 
informers and the policemen were, 
however, told to give the gang a long 
rupe so that they lelr confioent enougn 
to continOe living in the area. 

During this period Chabiram's for- 
lunei took a turn for the worse. He 
used to take pride in the fact that 
never in his years as a dacoii had any 
woman been touched by hU ga^t 
(During Udayan Shanna’s meeting 
with the gang on 6 Febru^, a |an| 
member had narrated to him an iaci- 
dent which took piece In Dusari village 
in Etawah district. According to Cha- 
biram's diktat, not even a woman's 
necklace was to be touched while 
committing a dacoity. When a member Chabiiam 
of the gang. Balwant, snatched away a 
woman's necklace at Dusari during a ^ 
dacoity, Chabiram shot him dead on 
the spot.) This image of Chabiram 
suffered a setback on 19 February 
when a member of bis gang. Bhura, 
abducted a woman. Omvati. from Bal* 
labhapur villau after killing her pa¬ 
rents and brothers. Omvati was said to 
be having an affair with another mem¬ 
ber of the ung, Muniraoi, who was 
Bhura's brother. Utis incident marred 
Chabiram's imige. Bbura was a 
dreaded member of the gang whose 
services were dear to Chabiram. So he 
formulated a plan. He made an 
announcement cnat if anyone (from 

outside tbe gang) agreed to marry die 

abduct woflian, then he would be 

S *d Rs 2CI,0CM) and looked after by 
ibirtffl. But the time in hand was so 
shon that Chabiram's image could not 
be restored, (Omvaii was traced by the 
police to Takha railway station while 
the ancouBiar wu on. She had been 
told by the gang to proceed bv train » 

Malnpuri. Haalraot. for whom the 
abductiM was dona, died in the en¬ 
counter along with Chdbirtm.) 



's body being displayed re Mainpuri; many mourned Air, death 
recovered fnwi Chabiram *s gang 




O n th« ntghi of I March SP Karam- 
vir Singh raceived information 
that the gang was at Naglabari village 
near the Bamahal police station 
According to the informant, the ung 
planned to star there the next ni^t as 
well. The SB Kad already run out of 
lime. Lucknow’s deadline of 23 Febru¬ 
ary was over and the extension of two 
days vras on. His prestige was at stake. 
He deployed seven PAC companies 
and initiated e missive conbiu op¬ 
eration. PAC officers Me^ Singb 
Bane and Sukhlrampel Singh led two 
combing parties and the other tvro 
were led by A.F. Singh, station officer 
of Barnahal and the Cheror station 
officer, B.B. Choudhury. Bane's party 
received word from one of the cmn- 
hing parties that the ung had moved 
tn Mlupura near Gheror. Rena di¬ 
vided his men into four parties and 
started chafing the gang. Chabirara 
and his men. though moving on«mejn' 
tamed good speed and it was only at 
.11 30 am on .3 March that Bane’s team 


could open fire at the gang at Khen. 
Rana radioed the SP and said that the 
gang was moving eastward. The wire* 
less set at Baro^l went dead lust at 
that momeot and the SP could not 
receive Rana’s message for reinforce* 
ments. On finding his radio out of 
order, Karamvif Singh moved towards 
Takha railway siaiioA. There he beard 
gunfire and he knew that tbe gang had 
Seen engaged. He got in touch with 
Rana on the wirHess and ascertained 
his position and the gang's movemesi. 

By then the police had leant about 
Cbablram’s lectks. The police had 
planned to surround and attack him 
from all sides. After moving eastward 
for a Rhile (and crossing ai^i vil* 
leges) the gang suddenly turned north* 
wards and aosscd five villages with 
the police in bet pursuit. Another 
encounter with Rana's pany took 
place at Sothra. Ultimately the gang 
reached the twin villages of Ata and 
Karena. which lie on the two sides of 
the roed which connects Karhal with 



Gheror. At Ata*Harena, tbe gang came 
face to face with the party led by SP 
Ktramvir Singh. Rena's party was 
cJiasiag the png from behind. At this 
village there was a fierce encounter. 
Then tbe png slipped out of Harena 
and rush^ towards the fields. The 
police did not know that very near the 
villege and erountl 200 yards off the 
Karhal» Gheror roed, the smell rivulet 
which is known es Sengax river takes a 
S turn and there is a sudden drop of 10 
feet in (be topography (in Main purl it 
is mostly plains aod no ravines). The 
gang dug into the depression ^ the 
river bed end enga^ the police. 
Obviously Chabiratn knew that this 
was a ve^ safe place for an encounter. 
The police then used grenades. This 
finaln became too much for the gang. 
Till tnen they were doing well with 
(heir automatic rifles and a light 
machine gun. Here too, it took the 
police nearly an hour and a half to 
wipe out tbe gang. 

Uldmately at 6.30 pm on 3 March 
the curtain went down on the Chabir* 
am chapter of Maimri district’s his* 
lory of deceits. According to SP 
Karamvir Singh, througiwut the en¬ 
counter Chabirim maintained his com- 

K ure. The police even saw him smok- 
a cigarette during the height of the 
last phase of the encounter on the 
banks of the Sengar river 
Along with Chabiram, iHe following 
11 memben of hii gang were killeo: 
Puttu Jatav (who was firing the IMG) 
Vishnu Jatav, i^anta, Jawar, Amar 
Singh, Qihote, Ramauier, Miniram, 
Raahe, Vlrendra and Juiter. Two 
policemen. Kishan Pel Pande and 
jagitpal Singh, died in the prolonged 
encounter. But five major members 
besides many smaller associates of the 
gang are still left. The major survivors 
are mthura Singh, Bhure, Bhagwan, 
Kailtsh and Raj Kumar. Also, Cnabir- 
am’s associate pag leaders, Anar 
Singb, Mahavire and Potbi are still et 
\UJfi. 

But the killing of Chebiram 



dacoiu wets di 


at the Kotwili 


at Mgti^uri. Thousands of people 


ihronpa the district headquarter 
IOWA 00 4 March to havd look at the 
dead body of “Aferaji". Even on 5 
March, wneo the b^iei were kept 
outside tbe morgue on the outskirts of 
tbe tovnti there was a constant stream 
of people who went to see Chabiratn. 
And most of the Ixal people were 
lorry that be was dead. Thoimh he was 
a diMded dacoit, many sheotears for 
him. And stories circulated that he had 
not been killed but been poisoned by 
members of his gang who had aligned 
tbenuclves with tbe police. According 
to this story, he wu killed by usodate 
Mathura Singh poisoning his momini 
milk, and later bullets hid' been 
pumped into him and the 11. But the 
bodies on diipley bed not turned blue 
lad the bloM which hed dried up 
looked bright red. Apparently, even in 
its hour of glo^ the Mainpurl police 
hed its detractors. 



Ramsnehi Rai: 
Political murder by police 


O utiid« every polke Katioa 
in Uciar Preoe&h'i eastern 
diatria of Aaaaifarh, there 
is e prominent bMrd which 
procliimi, Jre 

praveeA ve^Ji Ati < Entry of tovti pro< 
nibited).* Tne boaH it painted in the 
red end blue colours of the UP ^Uce. 
The oenior euperinrendent of police cd 
Asemiarb, Mr C. Satpathy, it credited 
with (he idea of dupleymi these 
boards outiide the police ttetiont with 
the oateiuible pun>oee of curbia| cor- 
niption. But Uke most such exhibi 
(loniMic canpeifu, tbit one bat alto 
failed. While he was tryini to mjoct 
on ima^e that the force under hit 
charu it free of outside influence, 
donly an incident took place in the 


tu 


fag end of 1961 which made 


de powi 
the pouc 


# 

/, 


wonder whn really controla the police 
in Atamiirh—Mr Saipaihy or the 
powerful Congrestd) leader. Mr Kalp* 
narh Rai, who hails from this district. 

On the night of 21 December 1961. a 
police party from the Chosi police 
station, headed by station officer <SO) 
harkhande Rai, arrested a fanner 
rum Khaira Muhaomedpur village 
and drove him awey in a police Jeep, 
The next day news spread that the 
police had killed an unidentified 
dacoit in an encounter at the block 
headquarters at Badraon. Latar the 
dead "dacoit” was identified as Rams* 
nehi Rai, the man who was arrested 
from Khairi Mubunmadpur. He was 
lust one among 306 people killed by 
the Uttar Prawh police in "encoun* 
ters” between 16 November and 31 
December 1961. It was no isolated 
incident and neither could it be 
hushed up at the man killed was a 
rominent CFl worker of the area who 
ad refused to be woo over by Mr 
Kalpnaib Rai vdian the latter was 
contesting the 1980 Lok Sabba elec* 
tions from the Ghosi constirupacy 

K ost the CPrs Mr Jbarkhando Ati 
SO*s namesake). Hb Kalpnath Rai 
lost the elections but certainly re* 
tained his interest in the area. Ihe 
police officer involved in the "encoua* 
ter* at Badraon, SO Jbarkhande Rai, 
was specially potted to Gboai on prom* 
otion as the station officer in July 1981 
at Mr Kalpnath Rai's biddia^ Natural* 
ly, the "encounter” death oflUmsoebi 
Rfti became the nibycct ot heated 
poUcicai debate in Ataagarb district 
and was the causa of a baodh in Ghosi 
OB S January. 

The Mlltical fortunat of Ur Kalp* 
nath Rai. however, have not been 
affected vr the incident. When (be 
"encouniar* death of Rarntnahj Rai 
took place. Mr Rai was the general 
secretanof the AICC(l) Within three 
weeks of the Incideot, be was included 
in the union council trf ministers in the 


E 


reshuffle of 14 January. In between, 
Mr Rai was active in the local politics 
of C bosi tehsU. And when under public 
pressure SO Jharkhande Rai was 
transferred to Faisabad by the police 
headquarters in Lucknow, Mr Kalp* 
nath Rai used his influence to get the 
transfer cancelled and even made the 
UP hpae minister. Mrs Swarup 
Kuman Bakihi, praise the officer puh 
bcly at a function in Axamgarh dis* 
trict. Even the publicity cell of the 
A1CC<I) in New Delhi, headed by Mi* 
Srikaai Verma. was dravm into the 
local politics of Ghosi. thanks to Mr 
Kalpnath Rai, All this, however, has 


.A- 


not been able to wash away the mem¬ 
ory of Rimsnetai Rai and today; entire 
Asuogarh district is in the grip of a he* 
ated political controversy as a result 
of the killing. An all party committee 
was fonned on 2C December to protest 
against the incident and, apart frMi a 
faction of the Congressd) owing alle¬ 
giance to Mr Kalpnath Rai, all pmitical 
parties in Ghosi tehsif are represenied 
lA it. The committee is head^ by a 
Congreis<I) leader, Mr Ram Asre 
Singh, who is the president of the local 
Sabikari Sangh (cooperative union) 
Ghosi has biMn a CPI stron^old for 
many years. The Ghosi Lok Smiha seat 
was earlier represented by the late Jai 
Bahadur Singn for a long time. After 
his death another veteran CPI leader, 
Mr Jharkhande Rai, won the byelec* 
lions in 1969 and. apart from the 
period of Janata rule after 1977. Mr 
Jharkhande Rai has been the MP trom 
Ghosi since then. Mr Kalpnath Rai, 
who was already a Raj ye Sabha mem¬ 
ber. unsuccessfully contested the 1960 



TTie spo* where Ramsnehf was Jciffed 

Ghosj poitev station: t)^ sign outside the sra/ion reads, "Entry of routs prohi hired' 
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olei'Ciuns aKainsi Mr JharkK«nde Rai. point on the Majhwara*Madhu 
main election plank was that if he metal led roed from where a jeep 
w<»n. then Mr» Gandhi would make dust track branches out towt 
him if mintsrpr, whereas (he veteran Khaira Muhunmedpur. Om ws 
Mr jharkhande Rai would only he police jeep in which the parly let 
Roinji hack to the Opposirion benchw SO Jharkhande Rai was traeell 
"I dm already an %a help me to The other beloneed to prtnc 
become a minitter,'* Mr Kaipnath Rai Vibhuii Rai. Only the police jeep 
u^ed to say during the campaign. lecded along the dust ^t 
During the courae of electioneering, principalis presence was noticed 
he learnt that a Mtumihar farmer manv villagers who passed hy. It 
called Rumwiehi Rat (Mr Kaipnath Rai the time for irrigating the fields 
ton IS 4 bhumihar and so is Mr jhar even ai night fanners were atiem 
khande Rai) was one of (he main to their chorea So. despite sta 
election managers for the CPI around back on the metalled road, Mr Vib 
the small town of Majhwara. He sent Rai could not remain unnoted, 
word to the farmer, who lived in The police jeep stoppe# net 
Khaira Muhammadpur. which is about mahua tree and approach^ Kh 
two km away from Majhwara Rams* Muhammadpur from the soi 
nehi Rai Went ro meet Mr Kaipnath western side. The first house on 
Rai, but the wsasoned Communist that way was of l.akhan Vad^. a 
he was. he lold ihe Cangressth leader sympathiser, who was a cloeAssoc 
(hat he was not prepared to ai gue as to of Ramsnehi Kal. The police could 
whose politics was right and whose open the door of Lakhan Yad 
was wrong, the (>eople would comment hnu»e. $g. they approached the vil 
an that on p<»lling dav Mr Kaipnath pndhan. Harinarayan Yadav. for 
Rai IS undeistixxi to have fold Ramv help He refused to get the • 
nehi Rai (hat if he nwitched sides, or opened at night because he was 
even became neutral, then he could sun; atnui the intentions of the pr 
liHve the price he <juoivd. But Rams- party In UP, dacoiis go aroum 
nehi Kai politely declined the vimp police uniforms, therefore, the pc 
tuous offer and walked hack hetmv (>n uniform dues not always evoke 
polling day. he had heated exchanges c'onfidence ii normally should, 
with the Cnngrex^ili men at the time police finally broke open Lab 
of vnimL. lie hud managed in rub Mr Yadav's dunr. but he was not m 
Kaipnath Rai the wrong way When Mr 
Kai s feelings towards Ramsnehi Rai Kaa/^rK'fo /ie« dead 

became public- the local feuds of rjrzr' —/ ^ --- *' “ 

Khairu Muhammadptii began to take a 

national colour • 

Bi'oig a CHI worker. Ramsneht Rji ; , . 

had difterences of opinion wnh a sec • 

itun of Ihe villagers. And over the 
years his name had bvvii entered into 
the records of the Chost police station 
in manv cases, wiih complaints rang , •■HF* 
mg from murder tu thefts mam 
dillerence^ within the village were ^ 
a*iih-^me A^anand Rai, who was a 1', 

CongrevsiJi worker and a relative of \ %!& .. 

Mr VihHuii Kill, the principal of an |vVv H 

iniermudtate college at nearby Luda » « ^ 

hi. Mr Kaipnath Hai's daughter is ^ 

married i« the «m of Mr Vibhuti Rat. \' 

When Asanand Rat was murdered un ^3B9 bhPV^ 

2d September 1980, Ramsnehi Rai's . .. 

name was mentioned in the HlR as the Hjii ,Var.ivan )’.NLrr. rhe pradhan 

principal accused. Interestingly, rns * ' T 

though Kamsnehi Rai had entered the 

criminal records of Ghosi police sta* Ifeb 

tiun wav back in 1963 (when he was 

accused of causing hurt to a 

villager), none uf the IS cases rug- 

isiered against him had been proved in 

a couri of law till the time uf his death. €A > ^9|3^| 

His hmrory sheet, however, came JmL 

handy for (he pnsverful people who 
were interested in eliminating him. 


I t is common talk in Ghost and the 
adjoining areas of Aramgarh district 
that sub inspector Jharkhande Rai got 
an out'Of turn elevation to the post of 
station officer uf Ghosi because ne had 
promised Mr Kaipnath Rai his piHind 
of flesh. Tlie way Mr Kaipnath Rai \ 
reacted after the "enenunter" death of « 
Ramsnehi Rai has only helped to a* 
strengthen this feeling. On the night of : 
21 December, two jeeps drew up at (he ^ 


house. Thereafter SO Jharkhande Rai 
and his party movad towards the east* 
em fringe cd (be vUlage where Rom- 
sheni Rai lived. He was sleeping iniida 
his house and was unaware of (he 
goings*on at the other end of the 
village. When the police knocked, he 
came out and was arrested and taken 
away, never to return again. 

When we went to Khaira Muham- 
madpur in the last week of February, 
the scars of the incident were still 
fresh The vill^ ^adhao. Harinar¬ 
ayan Yadav, said tnat Ramsnehi Rai 
was a good man. He refused to accept 
(be police story that Ramsnehi Rai was 
a dacoit whose main area of operations 
was in the adjoining Ballia district. 
Harinarayan Yadav said that on the 
fateful night when the police came to 
the village, he had no inkling of their 
intentions. He had refused to get the 
door uf Lakhan Yodav’i house OMned 
because he was nor aware of any 
serious charges against him and 
thought thar If the police wanted, then 
(hr man could be sent to the police 
station the next morning. “What could 
1 do. even dacoiii come dressed a^ 
policemen. So, I told darogej; that \ 
will not get the door nperied 1 will 
lake the responsibility of sending 
Lakhan Yadav to the (nana (he next 
morning." Lakhan Yadav, whose enm- 
pletely white hair showed his age ibe 
said he was above Sil) said that he wh< 
titling in his verandah that nighi as hit 
cow was pregnant and was due to 
deliver that night. When he taw tome 
penple with torches in theii hands 
walking through the fields towards his 
house, M hid himself and hisulertnett 
paid He said (hat ulung with (he 

E llice party, four villagers. Dur^vijay 
ai, Ramji Rai. Markande Rai and 
Shiv Shanker'Yadav, also came and 
(hey ton carried guns. All the four men 
belonged to the group of villagers 
opposed to Ramsnehi Rai. Durgvijay 
Rai. vice-principal of an intermedi¬ 
ate college at Amila (around ten km 
away) is a prominent local Con* 
grestman. 

When the police knocked at Rams¬ 
nehi Rai's door, his 15*year-old son, 
Gulah, came out According to Gulab, 
Oft seeing the dar^a, Ramsnebi Rai 
greeted him with a namaskar and 
enquired why he had come to bis 
house. SO Jharkhande Rai told hiiD 
that he would have to accompany the 
police to the ihana as (here were some 
reports against him. Ramsnehi Rai 
told the daroga that he would present 
himself at the police station the next 
mornine. At this, the darc^a got 
annoyed. “Kya ham hunt hain ki ham 
bula rahe hain aur rum subah chahga? 
(Am 1 a dog (hat while I am calling you 
now, you are saying that you will come 
in the morning?)," the darvga shouted. 
Ramsnebi Rai agreed to go. Gulab 
offered to accoropany bis father. The 
daAiga told him, "Bachcha koi beat 
nahin hai. ham paanch minute mein 
inko chhor dewenge (There it nothing 
to worry, we will release him within 
five minutes)." Indeed, the daroga did 
not have the intention of holding 
Ramsnehi Rai a prisoner for long. 



We Tried to reconstruct the events 
which followed by cilkinft to villagers 
in Khairi Muhammadpur and in the 
surrounding viUag^ as well as soew 
policemen at Gbwi. MHien the police 
jeep went back to the meiaJled road, 
the jeep of principal Vibhuc: Rai fol< 
lowed it for a while. Instead of going lo 
the nearest police outpost at, Ma* 
Ihwtra, the jeep left the metalled road 
at Daryabad village, about one km 
before Majhware. and started driving 
on a kuchcha canal road adjacent to 
the Dohrighat lift canal (which irri* 

S ites the Ghoai tehsti and the Ballia 
isirict). At Sikraur villaM the jeep 
came on the metalled road vdtich con* 
nects Majhwara with Ghosi. At Ghosi 
too the j'eep did not stop et the jkIko 
station. It drove on the Ghosi* 
Dohriahat road up to Amila, where it 
turned left on another metalled road 
towards Bojhi. When the jeep reached 
the block headquarters of Badraon, 
one km before Bojhi, it turned off on a 
kuchcha road towards the block office 
It drove past the block office down ihe 
road which winds its way through lush 
green fields towards the harijan basri 
which is at the southern end of the 
village. The polke party stopped at a 
mangrove near the harijan besri and 
the “encQurtter" was staged. 

After killing the “dacuit", SO Jhar* 
khande Rai and his men went into the 
harijan ba.srj and Kolded the '‘cba* 
mars" who live there. "Dacoits were 
near your houses and we came all the 
way to kill them. You are not even 
aware of it." the SO shouted. The 
villagt*rv had heard gunshots, hut rto 
one )tud dared to go and check. The 
policemen then asked for some char 
poys. which the terrified villagers pro* 
vided. The cots were taken away to the 
site of the "encounter" where four 
armed policemen were left behind and 
the SO and the rest of his men de* 
perted. The neat morning the news of 
the "encounter'* spread, Pc'ople from 
the nearby villages thronged to the 
site near Badraon to have a look at the 
"dacoit." The early visitt^s noticed 
that a piece of cloth was thrust into the 
mouth of the "dacoit”. Soon this loose 
end in the story was corrected by the 
policemen. The villagers also saw a 
hasua (sickle) lying next to the 
"dacoit.” The. policemen laughed and 
explained chat it was a gun. (Alter the 
"encounter," a countiwade pistol 
with two fired rounds had been left 
next to the body.) The nlan who was 
lying dead under a mango tree was 
aged, bis hair was all wlHte. He was 
wearing a dhiHi, a terrycoiton kanus 
and h^ a gamchiu with him, whkfa 
was lying slightly away. One youngster 
remark^, "Veb dakv na huJhMt, y^h 
to kauno debad bujiiar itaj (He does 
not seem to be a dacoit. he looks Like 
any ordinary villager).* The police¬ 
men slapped the young mao. After 
that there were no more doubting 
Thomases. Evaryone seemed to agree 
that the police had done a great job be 
killing a famous dacoit of Ballia^ 
When Ramsnehl Rai did not retufk 
home The next morning, his son GuUb 
and nephew Uma went to the Me 



SO .ffrarkhaode Rai ktUed 
Ramutthi Rat ta an * 


jhwara police outpost to make en* 
quiries They were told that the SO's 
jeep had not visited the outpost on the 
night of 21 December. The son end 
nephew then went to the police station 
at Ghosi There they learnt that there 
was DO prisoner m the lockup, nor had 
any been brought in the previous 
oi^c. They became suspicious. Uma 
told Culab that sinca the Lok Sabha 
elections, some people had been after 
Ramsnehi Rai. perhaps tbe worst had 
baupened. Ther started maldug en¬ 
quiries in the Ghosi boar. There they 
learnt that a "dacoit" had been killed 
in an encounter at Badraon. They 
rushed to tbe spot Tbe body had 
already been stieWd into a piece of 
cloth. Fortunately, tbe police had used 
the Cheddar om by Ramsnehi Rai the 
previous ni^t to pack the body. The 

son and eha uphaw's wOrR foan carea 
true. Weeping they na towards their 
village. Meanwhile the village 
pradhan and the local CPI workers 
arranged to take the bereaved family 
to (he district headquarters at Asam* 
garh. The body had not reached there 
(or postmortem yet. The family met 
the district doctor, 'nho said tMt no 
cofDSf bad been brought to him by the 
powe till then. The corpse was taken 
(0 the doctor after sunset on 22 De* 


cember. The doctor refused to perform 
the postmortem then as the stipulated 
time for postmortems was over. He 
said that he would do the needful the 
next morning. One thing pussled the 
doctor. In their diary entry, the police 
party beaded by SO Jharkhanclv Rai 
claimed that the body was of an un* 
identified dacoit killed in an encoun¬ 
ter near Badraon. On the other hand, 
the family of the deceased had already 
approached him. So, ihc doctor de* 
cided to wail for full details. In the 
meaniime, SO Jhirkhande Rai started 
threatening the doctor that in case he 
did nut perform the iKKimoriem, then 
a phone call may come from Delhi. The 
police officer was apparently ennfi* 
dent of his position because of his 
proximity to Mr Ralpnaih Rai. 

Afrer a prolonged drama, when the 
local unit of the CPI had threatened to 
gherao the collectorare und a few 
(rucks of the Provincial Armed Consta¬ 
bulary IPAC) had been summoned by 
the district authorities lo maintain 

t race, the body of Ramsnehi Rai was 
ended over after postmortem to the 
family oo 23 December. The local 
police wanted the body to be taken 
away from Asamgarh, to Dohrighat, 
for cremation. But the local politicians 
had their way. An impreisiva funeral 
proceesion was taken out in Atamgsrh 
Itself and Ramsnehi Rai was cremated 
on the banks of the Tons river on the 
evening of 23 December. Surprisingly, 
on this particular day, neither the 
district magistriie, Mr Vogesh Dayalu, 
nor (he bbr. Mr C. Satpathy, were in 
town. While (he DM had reportedly 
gone off for a picnic with his family, 
Ihe SSP was on leave. 


T he poliiicianv of Auimgurh disliict 
and particularly u( Ghosi leh/til 
became sharply divided over this "en- 
cuunter.'* Nurmully when it is knnwii 
that a man has been taken away from 
his home by the police and killed in an 
"ancounter.” all politicians rally to the 
side of the deceased. Bur in this case it 
was not to be so. and dud to obvious 
reasons. On 2fi December, a meeting of 

K iineni politicians of Ghosi was 
on the ruoftup terrace of (he shop 
of Mr Ram A&re Singh, the president 
of (he tehsiVs Sahakari Sangh and a 
member of the Atan^arh district Con* 

S essd) committee. The local chief of 
e Lok Dal, the representatives of the 
CPt, IJP and the Janata Pqrty 
attended besides some prominent loc* 
al Con^ess(I) men. The all partv cum* 
miitee decided to put forward four 
demands: (l)Thai SO Jharkhande Rai 
should be tried for the murder of 
Ramsnehi Rai; (2) the CBl should 
probe the incident; (3) during penden¬ 
cy of the probe, SO Jharkhiinde Rai 
should be confined to >hv line ,; und (4 i 
.an -ex gratia payment of Rs ^0,O()U 
should he made to ihe tamily "f the 
deceuiied, Ramsnehi Rui. To prvs' the 
demands, a call fur u iihosi handli on ^ 
January was given. The local MP. Mr 
Jharkhande Rai of the CPI, also went 
ti) Ghost to mobiliM* public npminn 
against the killing. 

Enter Kalpnath Rai. On 2 January. 
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Mr Kalpnath Ru Mcnc to Ghosi. He 
was accompanied by a (enUaman (roa 
Varanasi, Mr Iswar StftA Sm$h, alias 
"Bhaiji." and some loughs from Vari' 
nasi. Thouili Mr Kalpnath Rai did aot 
come out in the opm, bis influetKe 
Was loo apparent. After he went to 
Ghosi. a section of the Coogress(l) 
became Klive in a campai^ to defend 
SO Jhirkhaade Rai and to praise the 
police for*haviu killed a danterous 
dacoit. The Coniressd) men close to 
Mr Kalpnaih Rai bew a carapaifn 
against the proposed bandh on S Janu- 
ary, At this sti^, the all party coBunii. 
tee decided to follow up the bandh 
with a demonstration outside the rha. 
no on 6 January. Then Mr Kalpnath 
Rai's followers too. decided to hold a 
rally ai Ghosi in support of the police 
on the same date. After supervising 
the irrancements, Mr Kalpnath Raj 
left for Delhi. The bondh on 5 January 
paralysed life in Ghosi. Mo»( shops 
rensined closed. But on $ January Mr 
Kalpnith Rai's men showed their 
might. With the help of the district 
administraiion and the police, an in< 
pressive coumer demonttration was 
staged outside the ihono in support of 
the killing of Ramsnehi Rai. ^e all- 

E demonstration, led by Mr Jhar* 
le Rai. MP. condemn^ the kill* 
mgs and pressed fur the acceptance of 
the four demands put forward on 26 
December. According to the convener 
of the all.'party committee, Mr Ram 
Asre Singh, the police did everything 
possible to foil the rally against the 
killings. The turnout at the officially* 
sponsored rally, therefore, was im 
pressive. And lo^y the prv enevunter 
politicians in Ghosi swear by the turn* 
out in their rally to say that the local 
populace w«a with the police in (he 
itiaitcr of killing Ramsnehi Rai. 

But talking to cortimon people in the 
urea one gets a different impression. 
The common people in Ghosi. Ma* 
jhwara, Khaira Muhammadpur, Bad* 
raon and even near^ Dohrighai ask 
only one quest ion^lf Ramsnehi Rai 
was a famous dacoit, then how was it 
that no one in the district had heard 
his name mentioned in the same way 
as Phoolan Devi's, Chabiram's or 
Anar Singh’s names are mentioned in 
their respective areas of operation? No 
one deniel the fact that Ramsnehi Rai 
has a lung record with the Ghosi thono. 
But the question is whether the police 
can take away a man. on this sc^e. 
from his house in front of all the 
villagers and kflf him the same night 
and claim that' be was killed in an 
encounter? Had the police even said 
that ha was shot dead while ha was 
trying to escape, one coukt have given 
some credence to the story. But the 
way the polka and the people who 
were with (he police on (hat fateful 
night are denying the aHegacioni (see 
fhul only confirms (hem. 

At the 6 January demonstration, Mr 

K arkhande Ra;, MF, announced that 
would go on a fast unto death froca 
IS January outside the collectorate at 
Atamgarh to press for the prosecution 
of SO Jharkhaode Rai. At (he tame 
time, w Kalpnath Rai't supporters 


started a vilificadoa campaign against 
tbe vciena CPI Uate. TMf.'even 
made Amla Desri, the widow oi Use Ute 
Asanand Rai (wfaoae murder fbnas* 
n^i Rai was accosed of) iiaue a 
mem against Mr AarkhaadrRai, HP. 
and announced ^('before tbe Com. 
munist leader could start his fast^ the 
widow would M on a hujtger strike 
agaiDM him. Olfimaiely. the widow 
could not be persuaded to go on fast 
and a fonner CPI aad CPRM) activist. 
Bhola Rai (• relative of ihe Ommunisi 
leader), who is now in the Congressfl) 
announced on 12 January taai he 
would go on a fast outside the collecto* 
rate to ’’eapose'* MP Jharkhaode 
Rai'i^closen^ to (he dacoiis. The 
pamniet announcing the proposed 
tut vy Bhola Rai was pnniM on 
glased art paper with phototypesetting 
by a press in Delhi and was published 
by Mr Brikant Verma, coordinator. 

B ibikity. of Ihe AJCCfh. The hand of 
r Kalpnath Rai wu now too appa* 
rent. (Incidentally, befort the Bnola 
Rai pempJ^i was cirtulaied in Asam* 
garb distrki. the people of this beck* 
ward disirki.baa never seen such 
well printed material. The Coneress(l) 
pam^let bet now beemne a collectors’ 
Item in that area.) 

On 12 January Mr Jbarkhande Rai. 

Police version 

T he station offker of Ghosi polke 
station, sub insMctor Jhdr* 
khande Rai denies that he had at 
all gone to Khaira Muhaoiinadpui 
on (be evening of 21 December and 
arrested Ramsnehi Rai. Though the 
villagers of Khaira Muhammadpur, 
fncludint the prodhon. Harinar* 
ayan Yadav. swear (hat the polke 
cane and took Ramsoehi Rai away 
on (be night of 2) December, SO 
J^rkhanoe Rai gave Sunoav a 
different verskfi about the killing 
of Ranunehi Rai. 

According to die polke vet^ion. 
on tbe eveoiog of 21 December, 
they got information that tbe bouae 
of a person called Shiv Chand 
Yadav.in Ba dr acn was about to be 
raided by dacoits. SO Jharkhaode 
Rai, accompaiued by sumi&ipectors 
Dhiuv Sin^ and K. C. Dub^, took 
five constables and went to the 
spot. On reaching Badracn, they 
saw eight dacoits *|4aculing a dacoi. 

in tbe tungo gnrve near the 
hari^ basti (A^vding to SO 
Jharabande Rai, be saw (be dacoits 
in tbe *dense fewest” near tbe hari* 
>eo barti. The manM grove has 
around ten trees and is far from 
'*d«a»e".) Ttie police ^challenged" 

the *dac^’', who opea^ fire. The 
dacoits fired around eiabt shoes, 
said tbe police, and they &ed back. 
One darait was kiU^ the 'rest 
managed to escape. The police did 
not know (hen wno tbe teoit was. 
Only later they say they came to 
know that (he dead man was Rams* 
nehi Rai. 


MP. was suddenly struck with para* 
lysis on the left side of his body while 
be wu addressing a meeting at Ratan* 
pure. He had to be rushed to a hospital 
in Varanasi and then taken (o Delhi 
for tresunent. (He is still In hospital) 
Due to his sudden illness, the proposed 
hunger strike could not start on IS 

S snuaiy and as a consequence Bhola 
ai’s fast was also put off. On 10 
February youth and student leaders of 
the CPI and other parties began a 
hunger strike m front of the Asamgarh 
collectorate. Within two days, on the 
advise of (he SSP, Mr Satpathy, the 

e ke headquarters in Lucknnw trans* 
red SO Jharkhande Rai to the 
Faisabad range. The hunger strike was 
ended. The polke headquarters also 
ordered, a CID probe into the incident. 
SO MohanlaJ Prajapati was posted to 
Ghosi from Rainapur Bur the order 
from L^know, issued ^ addinonul 
inspector general of police. Mr K. P. 
Tiwari, was not heeded. Instead, Mr 
Kalpnath Rai rushed front Delhi to 
Dohrighat and summoned Mr Satpathy 
to the irrigation dak bungalow. 
According to the grapevine. Mr Sat* 
pathy was told Mr Kalpnith Ril 
that a brave officer like SO Jhar¬ 
khande Rai could not be given a raw 
deal. 

On 14 February, (he Uttar Pradesh 
home minister. Mrs Swarup Kumari 
Bakshi, was to address a public meet* 
ing at an intermediate college at Ijit* 
gbat. on (he Atamgarh Dohrighai 
road. Mr Kalpnath Rai went in his 
ministerial Clr lo Ghosi, from (here to 
Mohammadibad, Azamgarh, and final, 
ly the meeting at Uat^at. The dis* 
tance between Ghosi and LHtghat, via 
I^hri^at. ii around km Rut Mr 
Kalpnath Rai chose to travel at least 
thrice that distance Why? Because 
accompanying his flag car was a jeep 
carrying SO Jharkhande Rai. It was 
perhaps like the proverbial 
"Aswamedh'' horse Tbe people in the 
dismet hid to be told that SO Jhar¬ 
khande Rai was still all-poweKul. Af¬ 
ter riding arouod the district behind 
the minister, when SO Jharkhande Rai 
reached the public meeting at Latghii. 
he was feted by none other than home 
minister Mrs Bakshi. She patted his 
back and praised him for nis "brav. 
ery.” Simultaneously it was 
announced that the transfer order had 
been cancelled. After all. Mrs Bakshi 
ukti pride for the M encounter 
deaths which took place in UP during 
tbe famous anti-dacoity operations in 
November Deceoiber 1981. And SO 
Jharkhande Rai had helped swell the 
fi^e. As of now, SO Jharkhande Rai 
remains in his po« ai Ghosi. The 
Congressd) is officially camps,igning 
against those who want to expose the 
fraud of the “encounter” death of 
Ramsnehi Rai. The SSP of Axamgarh 
may have put up signboards banning 
(he entry of touts inio police stations, 
but certainly the force under his com¬ 
mand is not free from outside influ 
ences. ThU Mr Saihpathy must have 
realised after hii experience at the 
irrigatinn dak bungalow with Mr Kalp- 
naih Rai. R 
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SPEOAL REPORT 


The Pune riots: Revenge 
for Meenakshipuram 

M. J. Akbar reports 

I hive a personal request to make fbes, and the sun should dim ^the horrendous amount of shrieking and 
to certain very prominent polished brass buttons of Jw uniRjhDs tlogan tnongering (which the peace- 
cititens of this honourable na> till it seemed that the glittering itart loving communities lying on the path 
tion. Would all the members of had come down from the night skuand of the inarch must forgive in the larger 
the RSS and iM diMuised and had swamped this field on this hiliesf national interest). The mullahs, dres* 
undisguised, front and behind the* of holy days. Then the whok gtnyi s«d in their pencil thin moustaches, 
scene orgam^iiom, with or without bugles blowing, banners swaying, ruffled cloth caps and ankle-depth 
khaki shorts, gather in Naipur. not hearts uplifted, eves unswerving, px/amas, chewing their pan and spit- 
forgetting to bring i hair farms? They mindssteady.shouldtnarch,instep,to ting with violent abandon, should 
can all stand in the kind of formation Panipat. mount rostrums and deliver stirring 

which They practise m the confused, Similarly, all the processkmists and calls tor jehed against the infidels, the 
pre*dawn darkness of each morning, drumbeaters and sw^ wielders who death through plague of all pigs in the 
At ihe head of these hundreds ^ form the awful pageant that makes the world, and the victory of the Pakistani 
thousands of disciplined soldiers of annuallndian Moharruin such adlsre- hKkey and cricket teams against In* 
the Hindu Rashtra Army can stand the speii to the memory of the martyrs of dia, The required mass prayers may be 
various commanders in their welt- Karbala, please gather on the green offered for the purpose, especially fur 
creased dhofj.s. Mowing bugles and and expansive uutskins U Aligarh, the victory in hockey and cricket. The 
leading chants of PakursA JmU Ik. They too must bring akng their t$ihiSy mullahs would in all probability frown 
Mussalnen desk ka dushman hat (or, and those us^ to a tittle booee on the at the use of a portrait of Aurar.gteb.' 
possibly, mare Sanskritised versions of side to help keep the spirit willing end but references can be made to the 
such slogans) etcetera in order to build the flesh strong are perfectly welcome Mughal emperor every two minutes or 
up the right martial fervour Bala- to indulge a bit: the mul/alu shouldn't less, given the individual ingenuity of 
saheb Deoras can get onto a dais and mind too much since it is all in such a the speaker. Then, the green of vast 
repeat the speech he made in jam great and fundamental cause all» triangular banners filling the air. and 
shedpur which, among other things, waoces have to be made, after all for the fast-paced beat of the drum swell- 
help^ msiiute the 1979 riots. Behind the 20th century skafreed (martyr). In ing the heart, this army should also 
him there should be huge blow-ups of the true tradition of tribal Arab niirch to Panipat. 

Sbivaji, and the field should be ablaie armies, this force won't be very disci- At which place, the two armies 
with the saffron of countless bhagwa plined. of course, but there will be a should join in furious battle. The Mus- 
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lim army will obvioutljr be much imal* 
Icr, but ihe MiuUnt Mioft nort voU* 
tile and ctrelew of dieir Uvea, the 
casualties will be equal. In feet, one 
hopes that the casualties will to 
equal that all of them, without eicep< 
cion, die killing each other. If that is 
not pofisible. then a handful of Hindus 
should be left alive to praclaim victorv 
so that the war betv^D Auran^S 
and Shivaji can be finally settled in 
Shiveji’s favour, and the history books 
can fonnally record this. And maybe 
then the rest of us can liva In petce, 
and maybe then Hindus and Muslins 
can spend whatever tbllitiea and ener* 

E r they have in trying to aisuage 
unger rtther than cooununallim, and 
mayM then the Hindu and UuaUm 
leaders of this country nigbt ^taliaa 
that the problems of Muiliou are not 
Aligarh Muslim Universe Urdu and 
Pakistan, but dti, rori, aoucaiion and 
hope in e future. 


All right, so fantasy is no answer to 
Pune and its inieUectual and physical 
nors. And fintaiy cannot wipe tears or 
defuse the lime bombs ticking away in 
millioni of hearts. But what does a 
rejMirter do when depression locks 
one's fingers and the typewriter, in* 
stead of being ■ friend, turns into an 
oh«iacle> When the mind gets weary of 
hearing the wme story over and over 
and over again- BuT fantasy is no 
answer to Pune. So here, ladies and 
grntlemen, is the story of the incidents 
(not very violent 1 that took place be* 
fore and during the fortnigbtdong 
campaign organised by the newly lur* 
gent Vishwg Hindu Parishad, an orga. 
nisation whose proclaimed role is tiM 
task that Mahatma Gandhi set for 
himself, but whose managers (hiding 
behind the portrait oi Gandhi) really 


belong to the school which product 
Nachuram Godse. 

D ay]ig>^i lends to hide many reali* 
iie%, which become visible only in 
the darkness of secrecy. The main 
street of Pune on the afternoon of 
Saturday 20 February is the archetyp¬ 
al scene of a healthy artery linking the 
heart to the brain of a city. The 
scooternckshaws are side<to*side and 


bumper to*bumper, edging their way 
up in coughs and groans. A tough girl 
in ieiins goes pa^i with awe-inspinng 
devieriiy, twisting through the traffic. 
A Gujarati shopkeeper, very recognis* 
able in his square while beBra, clipped 
moustache and rectangular, rising, 
perforated cap, stands idly by the door 
of his shop, picking his teeth and 
watching the anaious riticens hurry 
past in an unending stream The Lak¬ 
shin i Commercial Bank gets ready to 
rest for the weekend. Who would think 
that this road. Lakshmi Road, was the 
scene of communal violence lass than 
a week ago, and that curfew still lurks 
in the corners and the streets running 
off from the main road? 

But our story does not begin with 14 
February, the day that all political 
leaders from Congressll) to RSS got 
logether under ihe banner of the Vith- 
wa Hindu Parishad to take out a 
20 . 000 *siroiig procession lo symbolise 
their pride in their faith. Nor is the 
story restricted to the communal vio¬ 
lence in which a good part of the 
processionists indulged, thereby ex* 
posing the foct that noi all the people 
there had noble intentions: indeed, 
that a strung percentage of that crowd 
wat composed nf nothing but commun* 
al .bullies taking shelter under yet 
another front orj^nisaiion. The story 
really starts in the village called 
Meenakshi pur am which catapulted 
from obscurity to histnrv when its 
harijans decided to chalJenge their 
untouchabiliiy by becoming Muslims. 

That conversion sho<ik the religious 
leaders of Hindu society more than 
Babaxaheli Ambedkar's conversion to 
Buddhism had dune. The Vishwa Hin¬ 
du Parishad took the initiative to 
launch a campaign which would pre¬ 
serve thefiiith by a return lo its ideals. 
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There can be no raijonal or eoiocionAl 
dispute with tbe theory behind the 
campeign^ particularly since one ol tbe 
main points of the campeiu was an 
effort to highlit the cruuty of un- 
touchability. The efforts by vested 
interests, particularly among MusIjois 
and harijans. to exploit Meenikshipur* 
am only helped intensify the cam 

t aign. And it was inevitable, given the 
istonr of Che city, that Pune would be 
one of the focal points of the efforts of 
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad. Vindu 
Madhav Joshl. a confident and aggreS' 
sive ftSS activist, put it in these words: 
^‘We have to recreate the oricirMl 
Hindu religion...Selfish people nave 
created cane." 

But then he also gave me some 
Jiceracure about the Parishad and its 
esenc activities. Amon^ this was a 
loklet entitled '‘Convemons.i AMor* 
tal Danier” <slc; note (he exclamation 
mark). Nrhaps understandably, there 
is no information in the booklet detail* 
ing who the printer or the publisher of 
the book might be. And it is here that 
some of the reformist fervour gets lost 
in the vtciousntu of the attack on 
Muslims and Christians who (along 
with the third point of the unholy 
trinity, the communists) are made out 
to be the biggest dangers to the in* 
tegrity of the country the future of 
Hinduism. 

Within the'umbrella provided by the 
Parjshed were all sorts of aJtment^ 
the Paiitpawans, the Hindu Ekta cadre 
and anyone else who cared to join. 
And many of these youth used the 
campaign not to change Hindu society, 
but to irritate and abuse Puna's Hus* 
Urns. The efforts to create tension 
were stepped up after last year's Gana* 

f ati festival, a ien*day carnival in 
une. It is not easy being (he chief of 
the police of a city like Pune in such 
circumstances, anJ it is a tribute to Mr 
5. Hamamurthy. police commissiooer, 
that he kept his head through all these 
months. It has been largely due to (he 
efforts of tbe people that the fire has 
been controlled this time. It was rare 
to hear both communities praising (he 
role of the police, although both could 
have used one or the other min^ 
excess to castigate the men who maia 
tain law and order. Typical is the vmy 
in which a seripus incident was 
avoided over ihe missing head of an 
idol in a Jaio temple. One morning, it 
was discovered that this head was 
missing. The first and obvious suspi¬ 
cion Ol (he people in the temple was 
that some mischievous Muslim bad 
done it. The head of tbe temple Im* 
mediately rang up the mayor, tbe 
deputy mayor, tbe press, and everydhe 
turned up. A crowd collected and 
began gwing aogry. The RSS*BJP 
MLA Ar^d Lele issued e provocative 
itaiemeni to the press; me evening 
paper gave the story banner bead lines. 
In the meanwhile, guietlyt (be police 
got busy, guarding sensitive points in 
me city and tryiim to find out who tbe 
real ciuprlt wu. raac seme oigbt, they 
discovered the culprit. He was (be 
who used to deen tbt idols, 
lad bed coBse off while he was 
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cleaning it tbe previous night, and be 
had been too scared to admit his fault, 
la many other cities, riots would have 
flared up by (ben. (Incideo tally, (here 
were no benoer headlines announcing 
who (be real culprit was; everyone was 
too embarrassed, one supposes.) 

Among (he other issues (hat had 
been rawng tension was the esaan 
(the call to prmr) over tbe loudspeak¬ 
er. Tbe Shiv »aa, in particular, ^d 
threatened to make (his protest into a 
movement; their point was that Ihe 
early owming asaan disturbed the 
nei^bourbood. (Incidentally, many of 
ib^ 1 spoke to who claimed to be 
disturbed bad no idea how long the 
asaan actually lasted. Mr G.V. Itehre. 
editor of Soonti for instance, said it 
lasted about ten to 15 minutes. In 
reality, it is over in about two mi¬ 
nutes.) However, here too xhn police 
stepped in and simply banned tbe use 
of the loudspeakers (be esMU. The 
^nt is not whether this goes against 
(he hiSMlaaMncal r^t M tbe Muslim 
or not] but (hat this execucive action 
helped control a rimaiion which could 
have become violent. 

There wu no shortage of provoca* 
tions. The police plainclotnesmen 
.acted in at feast half a down caaes 
whwa Hindu youth had gathered in 
front of Muslim houael and wue abua- 
ing Muslims and their religion. (Tbt 
prosecuted on its own initia* 
cWe.) Tm hbegwa of (he Hindu Reah* 
ira was flaunted everywhere. On 25 
January, Republic Day. it was not (he 
mqqmI flag which was fluRanng all 


over (he ci^. but the bhagwai And 
there were enou^ Muslims, particu¬ 
larly in the goojiM element yran were 
always ready to retaliate and raise the 
level of tension. On the day of Id*e* 
Milad. the Muslims filled their locali¬ 
ties with green flagt~g^n it the 
cobur of the Islamic standard. And on 
tbe 2&(h night, at Ramoshi gate, a 

S HIP of Hindu boys returning from a 
cynarayana pu^ was artackad; four 
were injured, the attackers were 
known Muslim hoodlums; the police 
moved quickly to arrest them, and 
matters were defused. The point it 
that teotioD was bubbling, and it was 
virtually ioevJtable that some sort of 

a lotion would take place soon. It 
avanruaily. during the procession 
of 14 February. 

The Fansha^ leaders now blame the 
vicious arson and attacks on Muslim 
life and property as the work of some 
gooadnt who had slipped into the 
procession. Baiirao Kamble, the hari* 
lan leader of the Republican Party of* 
India, has an answer to chat one. ‘‘why 
do you use tbe wvd gocvides,*' he ask i. 
*U they were coondas they would have 
stolen sometning during their vio* 
leoce, they vmulo have looxtd some¬ 
thing. But they stole nothing. Not even 
tbe cash from the (ills m the res¬ 
taurants.” He had a point. Mr Kamble 
totally distrusts the whole campaign 
which, on the face of it, is to bring the 
harijans out of untouchability. He 
sees, on (he other hand, a conspiracy 
by such leaders to formally announce 
that the untouchable was now a part of 
Hindu society, do nothing to change 
his real condition, and go the 
nest st^ and demand the end of 
reservations on the plea that it was no 
longer needed! Mr Kemble i^s mill- 
taoi on this subject. 1 asked nim if he 
considered himself a part of Hindu 
society. His reply was: "I don't call* 
myself a Hindu. They are now sudden¬ 
ly calling me a Hindu. They are only 
indulging in slogans. Have tliey shown 
any real way to unite socles?" Mr 
Kamble has felt the pain of being a 
hartjao. Among other things that he 
end his wife, who is a doctor, have 
done is to start a hospital, since the 
untouchables have always found 
medical belpdiffIcult to get from caste 
Hindu doctors. 

The vblence of 14 February is not a 
very serious incident in the laraer 
perspective. What is serious is the 
grovu of communal organisation^ 
whether Hindu or Muslim, and their 
spreading influence on the youth of 
(he two coaununities in these times of 
increasiAi unemployment and ^w- 
mg deepur. The despondency m the 
bwian ywch is on even wewse social 
reality. Thete ore the problei^ and 
we must find enswers soon if-^3od 
fwbid—we do not wont a myroid civil 
wars, ■uU and big. to break out la our 
country. As longos there ore caste oad 
creed mviatons, there will be eoste and 
creed tensions. But where there should 
be a multiplying numbers of orBaalaa- 
bons that bw wounds, we are nodinii 
■ plethora of groupa that spend their 
time pouring acid in the sores. 






Y^pee 











HoMt iMcky. hiot: bf /W dnna$ thg nm 


F aaiiiCMa u not dtnferoui per «r. dw «v> why? A M d hmd ceen 9 hndft <4 liiwbai? Who reiliv i^iu by 
ch«r« hM bm no MCMty ia vvofy btikttlul of currtDcy tit Cenufiy. tbt preoinco of (ho ovcrIoMod Arob? 
wtthoyi« fhofo oliBont that waoti (o why? The Java, the Jowa: they comroi Eaton. Quiotly. Euc^ote. condemn 
dirtort 0 comenfus of peace in order to ihe eceaoiiy. thooo ibiftyoytd oomaoBO else, loudly: h’s (he oM (nek 
create a new world ruM by different moatylenden ve (be reel nilera of of the thief oboutinii ihief. 
ideal. Chanie io often fuelWd by (be chit gkeioMf coub^ fuU of blonde. The Chrimno: juit look at (be 
eitraorduary energy generated tw the healthy, har^orkiag. exerdee'loviiM eaount of money coming in to the 
unihekeMe conviction of e cned and painofk Aryeae Pethoiic Mark nimionaries, look how cha Hiodus are 
mud. Laoia'i foUowir i were m iwes- chat word: eome words have a lean aad btiag convertedf ¥rho is being con- 
tic u Mitler*s> but if one man built a hungry look. Patiiotnm becoaei the vorted? The thbals* tbeharijam: ibeie 
new empire and the other destroyed eacluiive ngbi of a certaio (nbe, and ouicastei from Hindu society for 
4n old one it wei because of the otben must bow in reverence to the boavea knows bow caany centuriea, 
differtace in origins, the difference in defender s of ibis distorted patriotisra. these uatouchebtei. Tho missionary 
the ideas thM motivated tbc two. Oae Ho one ^se can be aUowad the honour cnae and touched them in the name m 
kind of fsaatidsm. however giocraws Of being patriock, because then this the Lord be served, in the name of 
its temporary victories, ends in wb^ ncis no nsease will be es* Jasus Christ. And soaie of these un* 
suicide, la a lonely shot in a desolate poaed. So id pamphlet after paaicdiJet. toucbables. a marginal percencige, 
bunker and children fightiag for no- in t log an alter sKgaa. m glance after took the faith that allowed then bread 
thing in a c^s sewers; (bat. after all, ^Ke. label the own as unpwtrioiic. on the sazae table. Is that (he great 
was the obituary of Hitler’s racism. The Uusbins from Kaefas^ to Kerala danger to the integrity of this country? 
Paoaiicisn becomes dangerous when become agents ef htkistan, dirry do- Do the mca who propagate such idem 
its rows are evil. fenders of alin Urdu, and i^ab* have no shame? A rhetorical (|uestioit 

The real danger lies in the fact that funded moeque-builden. These are The answer is obvious: they truly have 
ID times of-social uncertainty, econo* easy thu^ to belmve: who wants to no shame. A woman like Mother Tere< 
tnic instahiliry (parocularty when in* kaow about the poverty of the Bihari sa geu attacked, in booklets, by the 
nation slaps the aidcUe dam around Uushm. wbo wants to talk nboot jobs? $ita Rra Goeb; by the Malkanis in 
like an inmiiable bully) and iaelicc* Jobs? But Arab money is coming in! Oggaaiser. But tboee who have lost 
rive leadership, the damagogaery of The Islamic Cultural Ccarre is sending (bmr shame cannot be judged by the 
racists finds growing acceptability. Rj BOO mres to finance naiioowide suodardi ^at apply to decent human 
The ideas of racisu are siarple; and couversioaf. Every Musba gets a job belnga 

their propaganda is votaole benuse in the Middle Earn. Lodt at what the Aad they will always get just eno^ 

(bey take gm care never to indulge Arabs have dona even here; lot^ for help inn tlm en emy to survive, ,1m 
in the complete lie. the total fabrica* tamaace, m Miraj. mimwitiH too have their share of 

tion—they simply evpead and ea- And what have the Arabs done? louts, and of false laeders who ridn on 
aggerate a chiBg till it ba ce mes Don* Thcae over-ridk badly behaved Arabs the backs «f dmir communities to 
strous in prope n iott and botribW in are comiM ^ medical tr e a gne at and carve out a bnle bit of the boc far 
effect. Pul the ooee of an elephant on some hm to Bwbay and Mini and tha ms al vas . There is the lumpea nl» 
the lace of a child and which child will wherever. So who gnmsnec of ihm? U m«K, whkh tuns up to dlspliy kg 
not look ugly? Life’s compkakies. io it Muelon doc ten who charge fancy stupidity at a hockey match with 
hopelesaaess, the uaavailaffiliry of fee* from the Arabs? Do the Arabe Pakistmi: and the of this criminal 
easy anawer s , weigh the human being check the nlifirat of the ptmps whom bahtviaur mnet bo pickod up by the 
so much (hat be or she bacemes da* they do buBsem wuh? Is the trade and ran of ibe MnMims. 
iperate for sinnk solutwns: a Hitler commerce, which fleunihes wkh the The Mmntami has added to Ms 
becomes the Mimiib. Gnrmany loat arrival of Arabs with fat puraaa^n the problam by keepint unique place 
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Mh MAftUt: ikiptmtkti by tumm 

for ctie nuiio/i. Obnombf wi «r«y 
■Ul/oJl b tB I^Mt OrOfOCHB U f. buc 
(tert ar* onouili of tkM. Afio dN 
B«n« bcfwoen tbe aiiUbA tad ikt 
politian, the coay 4)c«Mon of loot fa 
tht MBie of hi|hcr cnaca, ia 
tbe ttoM Mnea< otataclt to cbaiivt u 
fbt Muhm rtuMUBiiT Ecnoak 4a> 
pTiwioB cborf^ with oaMprmd 
tHNUk tncaiM ia liaitod ■eai' odaca 
tion. u Hardly tha ri^ f o dp e for da 
adno ca— Bt of any oenuaicy. 

Otn bai baen ooa Dacion notaadar- 
irandaM* ni oapUatk fenaniae. A$ if 
matm wart BM Md'licatad eMfb. 
akn| cmc pa itiiwu lad inhaaai 
■aaaaati. tbe birtb d a avowadly 
nofioecelax ^abiataa. m txm 4 t4 I 9 
three wara Tlw leaden of our f dhiblbii^ 
la 1947 kaew the tcmUe aarurt oi 
Mrntlon. tad could jftmpae what tbe 
rature might be. with reaaoa aad 
patieace cbooe to make dug cm* 
Ur's lofcnwice both deancrvK aad 
senJar. It wis a.briTe de di iofl. Art 
wo loincto btURwordiy ef thatboipe 
now? 

] tied ii totally huniiliadag wte I 
bear die aipunant that aoaqiiaa are 


caa a Hindu ever aspire far a dadar 
peee in Fakiscui? How iiilf iigiadiin 
that arguahat Is. What are we geiM to 
meaaare oaroehr ee egaiMt: dm Ad 
ar tbe ra^eaeive? Tbe Miolim coafr 
Ofai btve daelarod tbai they ar* aoi 
aacalar, ibm aea-lfmlii ire iMcmd 
daai dtlaaaa. If ladiaas can be ge 
taiMly pmd ef aaythiag k ij the faa 
dan we deetarod onre^oaa a aaoifar 


tMd the Jews ity detaila abowt wbel 
they w<r* to do to cbac. 

True, aa faag ai tbm is a demecricy 
ia our cewnoy, commaa] foROs caa 
aenr acqw* total pu e u. there k 
■Maih leaity ia the majority of tbe 
peo^ . lot com^aceace a am the 
laewir te the pan» tbii w bmng 
cireuUted ia nme ci tie a laaay caie, 
why should aty be alfaemo to fall 
a neb^ to tue poitoa? 

Ob the way CO Paae. t was calkiag to 
a pbetofnpher at 30, be was oot 
partkalarty young; ha hod tbe 
Mefn of a good edmaboa aad suffi* 
deat meaas to make a co^ort^le 
bnag. Be ecrtamly M net r e p r eaeat 
^ mietrated, uoem^oyed youib. 
This phoographer, a nkmkk sudden¬ 
ly broke lato ow diacoeawli about 
Poe and coommaliK ia ow society, 
to MT WTtb a vcbssesee that arte- 


te lay wrtb a vcbssewea that arte- 
ftiebid aa: *I drink this coumry bas 
become too laieBt about ibe minor- 
km. parbevlerty UoiUms. AD fadU* 
*dee ihmdd be dealad to them. Aad 
thia riaaroatfae e^ema must be Uftod. 
Today, hormiaf I am a ^a bmm 1 
caODOi get a iob; the banja fM k.* J 
bad rw^ bemd k aD sM ■ awre 
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tU. IwBidd Hk« w fMo ma 
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CONVERSATION 


Politician, Priest, 
Soidier, Industriaiist 

An interview with the fascinating owner of Mohan Meakins, 

Kapil Mohan 


Q : What th you coasitlee ra te 
nw mOMt important achieve 
aant in lift, tha$ far? 

A: I come from t (emily of 
wldiers. My firir love, in 
terms of i career, was cenainlv. there* 
fore, the army. But family circuam* 
ances did not permit my joining the 
army. So, I had to find some way out to 
satisfy my first love. I joined the 
territorial army, which is the second 
line of defence of the army. I have 
parricipated in all the three wars: in 
1S62,196S artd 1971. The liabilities of 
a territorial army officer during e war 
are almost the same as those of tiM 
regular army. During a war, ymj may 
have eaten your breakfast with a 
friend. By dinner, he may have been 
killed in action. This life teaches you a 
cardinal truth: there are certain de* 
velopments in a man's life which are 
totally beyond his control. Life has to 
be faced af It is Challenges have to be 
met 

Q: On which froat did you serve 
during the Chinese aggression? 

A: f was in the Rupa Pass. 

S ; And in the other two wary with 
istan? 

A: In 1965, 1 was in Barmer. In the 
1971 war.I was on the western front. 

Q: So. you have seen wars from a 
close range. What qualitative differ¬ 
ences have you seen tn the three wan? 

A: In t96^ it was very apparent that 
we were not prepared to fight a wa.. 
We were, lacking both in equipment 
and Nothing. In 1965. the training 
imparted to the troops bore fruit, u 
you look up the casualty list of the 
196$ war. you would find that a large 
number of young officers, second- 
Lieutenants and captains, died in k- 
tiop. This was a qualitative difference 
from 1962. The yc^g officers who 
were in the amy in 1962 and even 
after that felt they had to avenge the 
buoullatioB we had eulfared at che 
hands of tha Chinasc. So they were 
p etf le ck and were ell out to prove that 
that wara brave. In 1971. tM level of 
tnurtAg and preparadfloae im even 
higher. I wu cemamAdlna a coapaov 
fM 1 reaamber the conAdence with 
whkh fveryeae ireund me was pre* 
pared to feM all aventualltles. 

Q: What sma tha moat rfanpsfniii 
imrttioB faced by you during a war f 
Aad whkh baa heeo the hoppfoat mo- 


Sr, 


The owner of Mohan Meakin 
Breweries. Iff Kapil Mohan, is a teeto- 
taller. But that is not the onty contra¬ 
diction whkh makes him untque. Be- 
sides being a teadii^ industrialist, he 
is also a cwonel in tna territorial army 
and was decorated after the S971 war 
Field Marshal S. ff. F. J. Maneck- 
am. There is another facet roe. Mr 
Kapil Mohan is wtU-known in poliikai 
circles and is reportedly close to di¬ 
verse pefsooaliries. ranfinf from Mn 
Gandhi to KaJ Narain aoa Hemavati 
Sanden Bahuguna. His politicaf ieas* 

X of coum, are with the Ccngres- 
ind he played a signiFicant role in 
the paetY's re-emergence in IMO. ft 
was at Ais house that the meetioi 
between Re; Narain and the late Sen* 
jav Gandhi took place in the summer 
of 1979. daring the height of the 
Janata Party crisis. After that meet¬ 
ing. national poiirics' took a course 
which led to the midmw aiecnons and 
(he eventual victory of che Congres- 
sfll Besides being a bustnassman. a 
soldier and a parr hnie pofincMA. he is 
also a bhajan singer and is often seen 
in various iocaiities of Delhi with his 


troupe, singing songs in praise of the 
goddess of streagth, Ourga. Sumonr 
spoke to him eo ftts career, his pohrice 
and his hienda. Though he says that he 
is nor interested in active pbUtks the 
possibiiicies pf his being nwucted into 
the Kd^ya Sabha from Himachal 
Pradesh as the compromise candidate 
of alt p^ies is high. Bxceqttsfroa the 
exclusive interview: « 


menr in a war? Aease tell us about the 
■three wars put together... 

A: In the army we have soraethiog 
called trade disdplioe. Track disci* 
pUoe means that if wa are going on a 
particular route in which ouar amy 
vabiclea Have parsed before, then we 
art supp os ed to folto tiia trucks of 
the earner vtiiides. this is pniaanly 
intended to ensure that we art not 
trapped by enemy miaee. la the 1971 
war. myjeep ms^ apartlculir poini 
safely. But the vehkw right behind 
ow. which was fellowina my trades, 
was Mown up by a mint. Right la front 
of my eyae I sew a vouag officer 
dying... And to ipaak of a hippy p>o> 
moot, 1 recall an iadde&t iuivk the 



JCapif Mohen the soldier in ectron 
dwrmg the 71 war 


1965 war. We were entrusted with the 
transportation of some controlled 
stores (army supplies which are issued 
rarely, oi^ on tha orders of senior 
officers). The mission was to be accom¬ 
plished at night. During a wafv at 
Bight, one tends to lose the sense of 
direction. We vrere ambushed but my 
boys were able to successfully repel 
the> toemy attack and we accore* 
pUsbed the mission. That was one of 
my happieat mooents in war. Yei, we 
raldCM at tha fact that wa had been 
able to do our Job. But what wu* 
heaneoJng for ma was that my boys 
wore ibia to (ace a situation in which 
their tnlniflg was useful to than. This 
added to my confidence. 




Q: On ^ rccaJI any lighter Mtoinsa Wtge^ Acu the Prorident share in dur profits. A itnot trade 

ffienti during a irar.. Fond Act, etc. If eovempleTer edberee uiuoa CttttiAly ensurot dui the work- 

A: The moment when 1 lauded at to the pfonsiocis of iheM lews honest- ersare not eaplojted. But unformnatt* 

myself after an incident was duriaf ly, than be cannot have many prob* ly today there are some strong union* 

the 1971 war. After 1 saw the fint less, la addnion, the employer must ws who try to exploit the factory 

bombardment, t ran tor my life...I am look after the other needs of the without keeping in mind the real in* 

sure I must have broken the world wor k ers; housing, education, medical tereitt of the workers. In many cases 

record in sprinting (laughs). It was out faciUties»ctc. Wetry ourbest lodoall the trade unions are noMng more 

of fear and fright. During tTamifle, we this My father was a self-made man. I than instruments for the furtherance 

were told that whenever bomoard* have seen poverty in my childhood So, of imeresu of particular p^irictl par 

ment takes place, run for cover im- I understand the needs and the aspin* ties. In such cases, politics overaha* 

m^iately. And to take cover, ! ran tkwis of my workers. All my wofWrs dows production and the wmkers'wel* 

very ^st. When I was in the trench, I have access to me. They know that fare. / 

wondered whether I would ever be whenever they are in rroubk tbn can Q. Among your mosr discussed reit< 
able to run that fast in my life again, look uptothc company for help. Tnare- (Mnships, nw are known ro he close ro 
9; The Mtloch to life of a sold/^ fore, surely, in return, we caa expect Mrs Candni't family eo the oae hand 

and of a bt/siMseman cannot be the their cooperatioa end help. while on the other Mr Jia/ Seeain Is 

same, ffow do you shift your mental In mv opinion, one of the major your /fiend. J/ow do you manage to 

frtme from business to the rem'tohaf causes for labour unrest in the cotunry reraia horh relationships? 

army when you go there? u that the worker is not socially A: Both my father and my late 

A; I don*t think there is any basic teemed because be is poor. There Is brother were cioec to Mrs Gandhi's 

difference in the outlook. One has to hardly any concept of dignity of femily, SOy the power of association 

be disciplined in any field. Had I been labour. It is sad that when tl» cost of works. I was dost to the late San jay 

a shopkeeper, 1 could have agreed chat inputs go up, industrialists adjust to Gandhi. I used to like that young man. 

there would be s difference. But being the new situation. When the railways Everyone may have bis negative 

in the industry, where my work relates hike their freight rates, again there is ^nts. If you sraiy seeking faults, even 

to men and machines, 1 cannot agrw hardly any murmur. But the moment Cod would not m spared., 

that there can be any difference in the workers ask for two paise more, 0: After the Congress ^haefe in 

outlook Both in the inny and in the industrialists get alarmed and they try 19/7. had you taken Mr5an>ay Gandhi 

industry, a basic otentardiscipline is their level best to ensure that the ro 5^o tor a Aofiday? 

needad. And I cajv change myself from wages are not hiked In ihii company A: No. I did not take him along. He 
being a businessman to a sMdier the we maintain a baUnce between the went thme on his own and he was my 

moment 1 put on a uniform—the uni* development costs, the shareholder’s guest. He was not on holiday. He had 

form has a magic effect. pan of the profits and the needs of the some work. Eveo a feqiror a badshah 

Qi Ynurfaaory has had a strike>free workers. And this baJeoce helps us to can be a guest in my house. When I do 

record for many, many years, in the maintain industrial harmony. Unless nor have any political axe to grind, 

contest of the overali industnel reta- the human hand which creates wealth then how do 1 either itend to gain or 

(joffs s/ruarxon in the country, how do gets a proper share in ihe profits, lose by the fact that during the Janata 

you expiajo th/i unique character of there is Mund to be trouble. But that regima Mr Sanjay Ganahi was my 

Mohan Meakins? does nut mean that we tut down on guest at Solan? 

A: Today, the laws in favour of the either development funds or deprive Q: You had organised a meeting 
workers sre very clear. There is the the shareholders of their rignHul between Mr Sanjay Gandhi and Mr 


kapd Mohan with two xresr filnstars: Raj Kaptfur fwtih lelephonof and Vthp Kumar 





Rmj N»r$in in the tumtotr of S979t 
the height of the Jenete Party 
crisis. Scott afterwards Kej ffarain 
farced Mr Charan Siagh.ro wa/k our of 
the Jaitete and Che govematent fell 
Soae /Moeia Jeedert, eattcia/lf those 
cJoee to the former PJfl Mr Morarir 
Deaai, accuse you of beiag responsime 
for the process which maae the Janata 

B fenment fail aod paved the way for 
n Gandhi's return to power^ What 
are your rtacthas? 

A: It it not correct to say that such a 
deep political planniM look place in 
wich I was involved. The fact that the 
Janata lovarnneni fall after that 
mecti^ If a differaat thing. Aftar_aU 


5«n^ Gandhi and Mr 


both 

Narain are political dynanoa. They 
met each other on their own volition. 1 
did Dot drag either of them to the 
meeting. Thw vranted lo meet etch 
other and the convenitn* meeting 
grognd for them, or so ch^ th^ghi, 
was my house. I did not influence the 
deiiberations in that maatinf. That 
was not tny Job. I was only iha host to 
two of my friends. 

0: You have been meeting to many 
pojxricjtfls over the last tew years, 
could you tell us if you have had any 
bitter experjencas with e poiiricianr 

A: Wall, it a continuous process. 
Sometimes it Mts more bitter aod 
sometimes it is Ten bitter (laughs). As 
I have said earlier, in the case of most 
politicians, there is a wide gap be¬ 
tween their promises aod panorn* 
ance. So, when a politician cells lias, 
that is a bitter experience. 

Q: We notice that there is a big 
thrust rotrardf raJi^on in your fac¬ 
tory... 

A: Religion helps a man to under* 
stand his emotional relationships. The 
purpose of religion is not the perform' 
ance of a puja or the dianiing of some 
iTtancras. Human relationships are an 
intarpUy of individuals' emotional ra> 
latioRships So, religion helps in de* 
veloping better human relationships. 
No religion teaches a man to hate any 
other man. There are two aspects a 
religion: one is spiritual, which is 
limited to an individual, and the other 
is the social aspect of religion, which 
binds people together. We practice the 
social aspect of religion in this factory 
and to some extent ine spiritual aspects 
as well, to influence the individual. 

Q: How do you iiMnage to stay away 
from active politics when so many 
pofiticiens are year friends aod you 
are so close to natsooal poiitics your* 
seif? 

A: 1 do not have anything to do with 
politics. It Is difficult for me to under* 
stand the intricacies of politics* A 

r litician's job is a 9peciaii»eg one and 

cannot aver naater it In politics 
people tell lies. They say something 
and they do something else. There is a 
wide gap between a p^ifcian's prom* 
i$e and nis performance. These ihiogs 
do not suit my tempernenant. Yes, 1 
certainly meet many politiciaos. But 
meeting politicians is different from 
being in nlitki. It depends on one’s 
likes and dislikes. I may like many 
peopla at the same time while they 



Rajtv Gandhi er Mobeimagar with bvirnessma/i Kapit Mohan, i he geniieiDen on 
the right it Aaii BaSi. the geneni tnanaper of Mohan Meakim 


may mill be dive^ni politically. 1 am 
not politically aligned with any party. 
Neither do I understand politics nor do 
I try to understand it. 1 am friendly 
with some politicians because t like 
them as persons and not because they 
arc in poliiics. 

Q: It is really awasing how you 
openly maintain chae links with politi¬ 
cians of different hues suBu/raneou.t/y. 
Perbsns. you are the eniy industnahst 
who has pofitician fnends cutting 
across party fines... 

A: I meet the individuals only. Why 
shouW I be bothered whether any 
person is affiliated to any partv or not) 
1 cannot help any one pwiically. That 
is beyond my capabiimea. 1 meet my 
politkian fnends only socially. And 
during these social meetings if ever 
they wk politic^ I refuse to be drawn 
into the oiscusskm. I think the politi 
ciens have now realised that 1 am 
apolitical. They know that 1 have nu 
axe to grind, so naturally they find ii 
ean lo meet me socially. 

Q: Vbu had problems with the gov- 
enuneat of Mr Shaota Rumar (the 
Bharatiya genera Party feeder) in 
Himachal Pradesh. Your Solan unit 
had to be closed for a Jong rime. What 
was the reason? 

A; ShSDta Kuatar thought that I was 
a Congress sapporier. And I do 

deny rut I do support Mrs t^ndhi’s 
party. But that does not mean that I 
neve any say in the policymaking of 
the Congress party. How can I have 
any auch role? Shanta Kumar and his 
peopla used to feel that I would do 
something against them. Now what 
power can an induatrialisi wield in 
politics? Because a poliikian is weak. 
He thinks that the other people are 
Khctning against him. And ihis weak* 
ness of Shanta Kumar came to the 


fore, f was not interested in a con* 
frontaiion but out of self'tcfpect I had 
to fight. 

0- Hew is it that you are so friendly 
with Mr PaJ harain? 

At Raj Narain is a very good man. 
Religion is the cemtmon link between 
the two of os. He is a highly religious 
man. And whenever we meet, our 
discussion centres around religion. He 
has his politics: I am not interested in 
that. 

Q. Vou seem ro have a knack for 
makiag friends with famous people in 
varwus ftelds despite the fact that ,vou 
may be equally friendly with two pro- 
Icssfonat rivals at the saAte time. 
While going through the albums of 
your cumfiany, we nvnd a rate photo¬ 
graph, taken t/t the Fifties, in which 
you are seen chatttng informally with 
Raj Kapoor and Dilip Kumar, who 
were arch rivals in their profession 
those days. Today, you nave good 
relations with Mn Gandhi *x family and 
Mr PaJ Narain ur even Mr Hemavati 
Nmi dan Bahuguna. How do you man¬ 
age to do this? 

A: You see. R depends on your 
mental ilivpensation. Suppose I see 
someone whu is fat but has at the same 
time i beautiful face. So, instead of 
discussing his hulkiness, which must 
he jarring to him. why should I not 
confine myself to admiring his face? ft 
is all a matter of one's outlocdi. one's 
state of mind. 1 have tu socially in* 
teract with people not try to act as a 
reformist. Sy, why should I tread on 
grounds which are nor cordial? So* 
crates tried to be a refiirmcr. Ha was 
poisoned. Jesus Christ was crucified 
(fur doing the same). Mahatma Gundhi 
got bullns on his chest. Martin Luther 
King hud a similar fate. So why should 
I lay a trap for myself? ■ 
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I t wt5 Uni^us? all dte wty. A 
skilful bunch of hl^ly (iknted 
professionals who played tbeir 
way into the hearts of the soccer* 
crasy Calcutta crowd. Their de* 
ccpcive swerves, neat and oeaeured 
rhMvfth paxsei. precise positional play 
and wove all the intricate patterns 
which thev wove to bewilder the 
defence still stkk in the 
ffliAd’s ew From the very first game 
they made their intention clear—they 
were here on soccer business. And 
whan theu capuin and goalbeeper 
Rodolfo Rodriguez turned to the 
70^ spectators with the glistening 
geld cup lifted high in triumph, they 

I avc him an ovation that reverberated 
or endless seconds, as if tu say 
"Thank you, Uruguay.* 

Uruguay taiurad tiMmselvas a place 
Id the final with a fluent 3 J victory 

r ow Italy. The battle for the other 
e in the final was between South 
Korea and China. These two teams 
have for lohg boon engaged in a run* 
ning battle for siweirmcy in Asian 
soccer. The N chru f^ld Cup gave them 
another opportunity to fight it out. In 
fact both teams are capable of car* 
rying the field on their day. though 
hart their encounter ended with the 
Bupremecy Question stiU undecided. 

korea had been playing anackiog 
loeccr ihrou^ui the toumirnent. 
Their (jiipiredgame against favourites 
Uruguay was a treat to watch. Th^ 
weH the only teem to reelly rattle the 
Urugueyan eefence and chalk up a 2*0 
lead before tho half tine. But a 
tramcndous effort by tha Uruguayan 
aftor rha braather, the type which 
only they are capable of, saw them 
coning Iwk to the came end holding 
the Koreans to a araw. With three 
draws and a victory against die Ita* 
lians, Korea had even chaacH of 
reaching die final and it depended on 
their match against China. 

China on toe other head with two 
draws and two victories needed iust a 
draw to reach the fioal. Tbeir 3*0 
nccory auinst Ypgoalavie was tbe 
highest tuly of the toumaomt. Like 
Xcrej^ China had also held Uruguay to 
a drhw. Moraovor. China also wanted 
CO tven^ chair defeat by Korea in tha 
lait Asian games. 

With this background tbe Chioa* 
Korea encoimcer held promiaes of e 
thriller. For chose of us in the Indian 
team, coo, this match was importanc in 
che sensa that we vrerc getting e 
chance to gauae their strength and 
weakness and prepare ourselves 
cheoretkally for the comiog Asiad. 

Korea concroUed the match during 
che initial stages with crisp wys and 
constant interchanging. Wichia tbe 
fine few reiouces (tey came eJoee to 
Kprini twice. Pint their inside for* 
ward iyun 11 Woo latcbiag on to a lob 
from Tie Ho, toi^ a hasty shot at the 
goal which was saved and tbmi Choi 
Kyung Sik took a shot on the run from 
closa range but it went out. 

Slowly Chine gamed control end 
they started mounting pressure on the 
Koreaa defence and wubin • spell of 
flvf minutes they missed two scoring 
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the t&rlier mwchoi had kmdiod hope< 
of OA upset in the heerts of our wppor* 
rets and we* on our part, were oecer- 
mined to make a match of it. 

1 was unfonunateJy forced to waieh 
thu match from the iideUnee doe re an 
injury. In our match uainst Italy, 
loiiu for a header, t collided with the 
loalkeeper, badly laiurina my left 
arm. The swelling did not subside, thus 
ruling out my chances of olaying. This 
was the first time that 1 sat on the 
sideliites after 197b because of a se* 
rious injury. 

The Indian tean took the field with 


ifisrch igMinti tVitfuer 



Mihit Koee ia the Mitfiald. 
had been Bored up to play the rote of 
a striker. The Battii scamd wiib cbe 
Unifonpanf goifld all otn for an early 
leasf With eevt, predse paaaet they 
made a walk of incadve ihrmta 
wanks (be udtan goal, earning tvro 
comefkkks in she bvpia. Thotib we 
countered (be aitecks with deiemuie* 
tkm. the well pUnaed offeatire rei^ 
reauJted la (beir gettug an early lead. 
A freekick by ComaJet saw the bdl 
being b ea ded by Amaro Nadal to Jorga 
Da SUra. whose dekeoaWe backvoUey 
floated into the goal through a nanow 

^(vitb rocilerous s up port from (be 
70.000 stroM crowd wt went into* the 
attack but all our movea eetered out In 
the penalty boic. The skill iiamJna and 
ball play ^ the UrugtMyans is amu* 
ing, to say the least, aful throughout 
the lourumeat tk^ porforaance in 
all departmenti of she game was stri- 
kingly censisieat. So. the ptnecration 
of toeir defooce wu no ouy matter. 
With Joec L Russo and ^uan FcrriK 
Kbemiog all their moves m the middle 
and wingertecks Mesior MotelongQ 
end Washington Goetaka moving (e« 
in sttack im defeece. all (hair oopo- 
eeeis fouad ii extremely difliesut to 
break this fouraan barnor. 

iui (he relcatkss praasura mounted 
by os saw two chan^ bein| wasted. 
In (he firm case Manas shoe sffaight 
Into the gMlketpar and (hen again 
Minas hwuted for a fraction m a 
second and the ImU went out after 
hitting a defender. This see saw battle 
saw the Uniaueyani again in control of 
the ball and UMy netted the eecMid 
goal sgaiASt os. A series of intelligent 
positional play and bouts be¬ 

tween Ramos, Nadal and De SUva sow 
the latier in control of (be ball lo front 
of our goal divtd u hit feet 

but he was a fnetson of a second too 
late as tbe ball croeaed into the goal. 

We had no iatanm of giving up> 

And our madici ud defeadm insved 
up to blip the foonrds in search of 
(hat duflve gooL This move pee that 
extra punch m our attack im ai last 
we fo^ tbt Oft m tba iiBinenst 
delight of tbe oowd. Pnsua sent in 
a thraugb pass ra Mihk at tht top of 
the Mnalty bat wbo in turn pushed 
the hall to the batter placed Manas 
and Manas made ameiws for otrliar 
lapseo by shootiog past tbe.Uruguayia 
captain. 

But the equaliser for us was just not 
there and it was Uruguay who scored a 

a . to make tbe issue safe beyond 
b(. Subsorute llario SaraJegui shot 
in a rebound frotn Uiaskar't chest. 
Throughout the game the pace wts 
very m and though dafaitcd we 
tad (hat we w*t ao wtaklinp in 


with both teams 'playing the man' and 
not the balL It was remly and to see 
^eyen fisting each other. Italy's Mar* 
(iBoi became the first and only player 
m be sent out. 

Chins hid to play cbe final without 
their left stoppM lia Luo-Feiu who 
had to cool h» beeis on the sidelines 
having been shown two yellow cards io 
cbe oarlirr astches. Tbeir captain Chi 
Shau Bin (orimnally a defender but 
plajl^ at a striker here) bad to revert 
to his original position thus weakening 
their anack line. 

Tbe finals started with both teams 
probing each ocher's defence. Uruguay 
got (be first chance when in the Uch 
minute a baoana free-kick bv 
Washington Gonatles from a difficult 
angle was saved by Fu ^eng* the 
Ounese goalkeeper. Slowly but steadi¬ 
ly UfMuay with their Rafflos-Nadsl*Da 
Silva forward line playing in (m fona, 
took control and was rewarded in tbe 
23rd minute. Ramos sped down the 
rlgbi flank, feinied past s defender 
aiM efier ouiwiiting the deep defence 
with some delignilul dribbling, 
reached (be goalline and let go orte of 
bis immaculate crosses and Da Silva, 
waiting for just this type of a cros^ 
dived to head it in pand style. For a 

Pisker Csnyuly aakes a Mat sere 
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ChiM slated to meet Uruguay 
ia iba finab, the Italy-yugoslavia 
match was ef academic iocMtit only. 
Oae ttpecied an entertain^ manh 
as nothii^ was at make, But this 
turaed out to be (he roughest match. 
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Heard teieitei laien tuse? BaMVira. 

Baniwarafor ihe latCM dcaigni io taHa. ibirtiap, 
dr««i material and fQitio|i. 
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TIm btfrt/e tor ihe Ml io the fmth 


cr allowed the Chinefa tn get on too 
and (Kelt sKond goal about 1$ mi* 
nutea from cloee of play we& another 
beeuiy. NadaJ getting pouesaion of 
the baU in the Chinese naif, iwerveti 
past a couple of defenders and pushed 
the ball to the omnipraseni Ramoi 
who returned it to the running Nadal 
with another defence splitring croaa. 
NadaJ gracefully accepiM and pushad 
it past a helpless Fu Fheng at the 
Chinese gual 

Ultimately it was the professional 
approach of the Uruguyans whkh 
pve ihem the edge, ^ey truly de* 
served the beautiful cup and the Rs 
50.000 prise money that went with it. 

Reviewing the whole tournament.I 
think our performance here was much 
better than in all recent international 
ioum.<menrs. The series of interna* 
tional matches which we played re* 
cently have been uf immense lielp to 
us. We have been working like a 
close-knit family for more than a year 
under ibe able guidance of P.K. Baner- 
jee, Basba. Halim, Ahmed Hussjan, 
Arun Ghosh and. since a month, with 
the East German coach Dietmar. With 
some more international matches 
scheduled (Presidoni’s Cup in Seoul 
and then a Kuropean tnur), I am sure 
we will be in peak form during the 
Asian Gaines. We are determined to 
recapture our past glory and if our 
performance against China and Korea 
IS any indication, then, God willing, we 
will achieve it. 


Top players leashed 


T he year of the AsiwI ia going to 
bt a bleak and doomy one fw 
domestic soccer: fba AU India 
Football Federation has decided 
not to allow any of the playm 
aelectad for the Asiad coaching 
camps 10 play for their clube in any 
tournament in the country until the 
Aaiad is over in November. The 
tnientiofl is not to permit them tu 
play with any combination other 
than that of the Indian team so that 
the style of play and understanding 
between players is nos affected. 

But Ibis IS not being strktiy 
adhered to: some players like Bhas* 
ktr Ganguly were perminad to play 
for Bengal in the recently con* 
eluded ^ntoih Trt^hy tournament 
while others like Mtbbir AU and 
Xavier hus were asked to rest. It 
won't be a lurprisa if the AIFP 
luccumbs to pressure from the hig 
clubs and violates this order. 

Will this restriction deprive the 
players of the much*naeded match 
practica? The AIPF plani to send 
an Indian XI to soma of Intemation* 
al toomamenis and also on a Euro* 
paan tour. Even if all these plans 
materialise the Indien team will 
have played nu owre than fiflecn or 
at the most twenty matches, before 
the Asiid. Will this be enough to 
mould rhe team mio a giant*kUling 
lot? 


The players wbo have been 
herded into endless numbers ol 
coaching camps since Ian year are 
now naturally fed up of the rouQM 
practice at these caaps Vfhat they 
want DOW Is aome excitemeet^ 
largely in eba form of matches. 
Ttmir performance in this tourna* 
menl has booaiad their sagging 
morale lod they now look a confi¬ 
dent lot. Whoever thought that the 
team was ctMMe of standing up to 
the might of China and Uruguay, 
let alone score against them, whl^ 
they did. 

With (he top pbyers leashed 
tightly to thaM restnciions, this is 
the time for the aecond line nf 
playei^ who have been waiting for 
a break all thaap yean, to move 
their worth. We will hopefully see 
some new stars on tw football 
horison. 

But the fact ihai rap players will 
not be available for the league 
matches Has act dampened the spir* 
its of (be big clubs Money hags 
have already atanod cifculating 
and indicatiofli are that East Ben¬ 
gal has ro^ iA some big names 
and will etMCge with the msi list 
whan the transfar soeson closes oa 
1 April. 

8INOOKJOHN 


moment tbe stadium was stunned. 
Then the applause broke out. 

After conceding the goal China went 
into the offensive and forced four 
consecutive comers. But the whole 
Uruguayan team in typical total foot¬ 
ball fashion had come down to defend 
and the Chinese failed to penetrate 
this formidable wall. Io tbe 44th mi¬ 
nute China got a gulden oppomuii^ to 
Kora the equaliser as a combined 


move by the aedios and the forwards 
saw Cu Gueng in possession of the ball 
but his shot miiMd the ovaHu This 
costly miss took the sring out cd tbeir 
attack. 

ho Chinese tricks seemed to work 
frith the Uruguayus who were impro¬ 
ving with every move. Their defensive 
wail was so well ctsaeDted that there 
were no gaps for the fleet-footed 
Chinese to shM.The Uruguayans nev- 


rense momeni ar the Chinese todiocoth in the fmoU 
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US arms to Pakistan: 


M en ire ept to r«p«il 
their efrors. Since hii' 
tory ii e rocori of men* 
hind's folliet. the hie- 
tory of Amerka't first 
arms egretmM! with Pekisten, to 
the lieht of their proposed 3.2 bll* 
lion dollar miUca^ and econonk 
packer to Pakistan, seemi painful' 
ly repetitive. 

It was in October 19S3 that India 
first learnt (bet the US planned to 
live military aid to Pakistan. Nahn 
was diiturM by the unplications 
of the proposed agraament. Paenil' 
iir arguments wart put forward. It 
would bring the cola war to India's 
borders; the setting up of bases in 
Pakistan alienated miflioiu of Indi: 
ans and offset any advantaia to the 
US. Thera it a distinction oatwean 
a country taking adequate nee* 
suras in defence and a country 
tsking steps whKh inspire fear « 
aggratsion. The ragima in Pakistan 
was unstable and there was a risk of 
war. It could encourage the hot* 
heads who might balim that a 
change in the nilitarv balance ba> 
tween India and Pakistan would 


History repeats itself 


ans and offset any advantaia to 
US. Thera it a distinction oatw 


tween India and 


cisian would 


make it possible for Pakistan to 
succeed in a war with India over 
Kashmir. India would, therefore, 
have to incraasa its eapenditura on 
defence if Pakistan received rniHt' 
ary aid. It was not that India feared 
being overwhelmed by Pakistan. A 
futile war on India's borden was 
different to preaching a holy war 
which might lead to insecurity 
among the Muslim minority in In< 
dia. Britain had conquerM and 
ruled India ^ piayinf Muslims off 
against Hindus, liwa suspaetad 
America of a similar policy ot divid* 
ing and controlling the whole sub* 
continent. Oncarhe US started on a 
policy of military aid to Pakietan, ii 
would inevitably find itself dragged 
into* the affairs of the sub¬ 
continent, just as Britain had found 
itself drawn by Its rapraseniidvas 
in India into the conquest of our 
country. 

Whan Richard Nixon, vice P<p*i' 
dent of America, visited Dauu in 
December 19S3. Nehru reiterated 
lodia'i arguments against the prop- 
osaif weemam. Nuod went from 
New Delhi to Karachi, where he 
said that da^te India's objaetieas, 
he favoured a military agreement 
with Paklatan. The New Vorlt TVaes 
gave extensive coverage to Nixon's 
visit; theee reports make interest* 
Ina reading. Tne UB was urged to 
taka a "pMtion of greater Inde- 
pandeoce in rtUtloo to Nahru," 
wheat eppesltlea to US sUUiary aid 
was that a itrongar Pakistan, ipe* 




M 0#ii, 1. VAt jIUtO 

dally because of its Islemie im* 

plications, would chillenie the 

dominance of India in Am and 

Africa. US military aid to Pakistan, 

"may uhimaiely determine 

wHetner Indie, a country often 

flppoaed to the US in vital mteree' 

tionel dealti^ is to obtain unques- 

CMned dominance or if to remain 

merely the strongest individual 

K er in the Atia*ArBb'Africa 
• 

Eaeott Reid, the Cenadian high 
coomissiOAer in India, m his book. 
£flray of Hohn, describes how the 
prinapal CIA representative with 
the AmcricaB emoessy in Delhi cal* 
led on him and further clarified the 
views of ibont who agreed with 
Nixon. Kis arguments ran some* 
whet as foUo^ "...The military 
agreement betwe en the US and 
Pakistan had isolated India...it 
would not be able to build up Its 
anoanents to match the increase in 
Pakistan's because the US had 
...seen to it that India would not 
receive other essential imports 
from Western countries<»These de¬ 
velopments would weaken...the 
Confess Party and strengthen* 
...the Jena San^, some uf whose 
membm were prepared to support 
a miUtary agreement with the US. 
The objmtve of the US...was thus 
to put India in a position where it 
haa DO Tucouiae but to make e 
military agreement with the US, 
and the source of a mass army for 
the West in a third world war.* 
US aid CO Pakisun also left its 
impact on the Kashmir issue. Tbe> 
iM that Kaskmii should go to 


Britain had conquered and 
ruled India playing Mus¬ 
lims off against Hindus. In¬ 
dia suspected America of a 
similar policy of dividirig 
and controliing the whole 
subcontinent. 


Pakistan merely because it wes 
Muslim and contiguous to Pakistan 
was cootrary to tEe whole concept 
of India. Nehru, who was consdous 
that hli critio were accusing him of 
adeptiog an iotransigent pbaition 
on Kashmir, decided early in 1953 
to take a new approach. Talks on 
Kashmir were t^un in July 1953 
with Nehru’s visit to Karachi to 
meet the new Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, Mahammad Ali, whb on 
his return visit to Delhi on 17 
August, announced that it should 
be posaible to hold a plebiscite in 
Kasnour by October 1955. 

Ifidia was about to agree with 
Pakistan on a plebiscite administra¬ 
tor in Kashmir, when the news of 
US militaiy aid to Pakistan was 
announced. Vice president. Dr 
Radhakrishnan. pleaded with the 
American ambaaudor to urge his 
g overnment to postpone for a year, 
the actual granting of reiiiiary aia 
to Pakistan in order to give both 
aninrries an opportunity to reach a 
peaceful settlement on the Kashmir 
question. Alas, the dominant view 
in the State department in 
Washington was that Nehru had 
never intended to make a Mttle* 
ment. 

The US State department has 
since admitted that some of the 
criiKism if America's arms aid to 
Pakistan was justified. A US 
spokesman said in October 1976, 
"In our preoccupation with the out¬ 
side threats to the area, we were, no 
doubt, not sufficiently conscious of 
the conflicting motives of the na* 
tioBs of the area in joining with us. 
They bad their locd ob^ives; 
their local rfvalriei whiA often 


often 


transcended their concern over ex* 
temal forces. ..We no longer look at 
a region exclusively through the 
prism of East*Weft rivalry...we 
have no desire to return to the 
rhet^e and politicel environment 
of the Fifbes and Sixtiei.*' 

The evils ol history are usually 
attributable to a shortage of 
sdwols. And the shortage in our 
times is the most desperate in the 
history of mankind. The more 
equality and leisure we gain, the 
more education we want end need; 
the more populeticoi mw. the 
more schools they wUT demand. 
Yet, the uneducated can be fo^ 
jpvtD their sins. But what of chose 
who claim to be luparpoweri arid 
refuse to learn? Psychojo^ti have 
a lenn for this phenomenon which I 
shall not define further since 1 have 
no wish to Invade any other field of 
knowledge. MeanwUle, history re¬ 
peats itself. 





Be there with aTmvelite 





ny. IMe. IMve. S«U. Ffei 1h» 
in yoBT face. TW wind in y^r hair. 
Leave w foarwoniM behind md 
lifcf 

Widi Tra«vtllt, ymi ivally ca^. Be* 
canM iftM whavmyow've waned in 
moulded Aw f werrw g every 

»i v d linf need. Inayie... 

Like a li g htn e w Ihai doewi t wei^ 
yon down. A •limncM thaf* deceptive. 
And a ttnchneM dui takei the bmpe 
and Kvoaif oi travel. 

Suitcaaea. brielcarev. cany-ona. 
vaedtyeaae. In 23 etyln to pick and 


(hooae Irom. WiHi or without th 
hnulli'ufe' loch far additional i 
And S jtloiioua coloura that wo« 
any sefi'reapeetinc rainbow to r 
VTP Trawlite. Yoy'll wondr 
you managed without one. Get > 
day. And get away! 
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Girl-running in UP hills 


For several decades the hHls of Uttar Pradesh have been supf^ing girls to the brtFhels of north 
Indian cities. Bharat Dogra examirtes the region's expic^tive system that encourages 

the flesh trade. 


D «»pit* Mvertl sfforti made 
by the loveranent and 
tome dedtcated individual tv 
the hinbt Irani povertv to 
proMitiMion—Irom the nun 
of hariiant in hilU of Uttar Prodeeta to 
the bwhelt of Delhi, Meerut and 
other Nurrh Indian ciciet—continuet 
unabated. Every year a Urge number 
ol |irh from tone of (he poomt 
famUiei in theta remote hill vilUdce* 
find their way to rhe trreett of am in 
the plaint beW*—to artaa like C B. 
Road in Delhi or Kabadi Baaaar m 
Meerut. 

Krufl) time to time alaming repona 
of girit from poor and aeploited lami* 
liet being lurM or forced into proeriiu* 
(ion. have been received from dtffe- 
reni parts of the country. The traffic of 
girls from the U. F. hiUs hat been in 
eiiitencc for nearly aiaty years now 
and has managed to lurvive ill afforra 
to curb It. 


Significantly, the traffic from the 
U.F. hiUa it abnoat entirely c ooc ca - 
triiad in five blockt of (his ragkm 
Ka^ a^ Chakraia blockt of Data* 
dun diatricta (known aa the Jauntar 
Bawar region). Pnrola and NangM 
blocki in Utiarka^ dianict. and 
Jaunpur block in Tchri Garhwal dis* 
met (known as the Rawei Jauaeur 
ragiOA). Althm^ the area cov are fl by 
th^ regions Uils in three separate 
dierrtcta. they ahibit in fact, a re* 
marhable homogeneity U acvera) im¬ 
portant tocio-ecooosuc aapects. Aa a 
senior adaiaiatrator who naa made a 
special ftudy of this re g ioB says, “lliit 
region can W tr ea ted aa a unit for 
d s vaUpmem net only becm ia e it has 
tht same social mM bnt ate be¬ 
cause the levd of econom y in these 
areas is aiaott the same.* 

It is difficult 10 say onactly how 
B«y drfa from this region are ml* to 
brocneia every year; but froan all avail* 


aWa indtcaiioni. thmr mimbm'ia V 017 
tor ga —large enough to eaiablnh fhia 
ragm M one of the moat abundant 
ei^ply aourcos of pvosticutes to north* 
am India. 

A survey conducted in Purola block 
in 1969 M revealed that 4$ women 
had be e n lured into prostituhon dur¬ 
ing that year from rhis one block 
alone, this survey also stated that 
oaarly 900 families bed, at some rime 
or the other, becom e the victims of 
this trade. It was found that 77 agents 
were operating in the Rawai area for 
the procurement of girls and nearly 60 
per cent of all girls supplied from this 
repMi wont to Delhi. 

In the course of another study made 
by IAS probationers in 1975. a former 
prastiiutefrom Purola told the Invest!* 

t storf (hat there were definitely over 
SO women from Purola Nauiaon aree 
while she was in Delhi. Another inves* 
ligator wai given a rough evtimare by 


A family of bonded labe ur a n of ike ares 










Ike SHO (statMM house effkvri ei 
Berkot polkt sacwii. th« SfX) woom 
from (kb rcfioii wore workMC as 
prostitutn. 

Researchers are U the view (her this 
traffic started with the arrival of coa* 
tractors, officiaU and forest Uhoorers 
in this area. The begiiinmp of this 
trad* in ^1s can he traced to the 
sexual ex^itatlea barijtfl woaiao 
hy tba powerful villagers. And 
throaghflui the six decades of prosniu 
tioB fnm this regioA. it haa bMci only 
the bah jan girls lad families (with few 
rare exceprioas), who have become the 
victims or this racket. Tbe 19€9 survey 
had revealed tbet out of the 4 S girb 
who left Purola block (hot year, 43 
were baniABS. Obviously, it was thetr 
social ana economk pU^t that was 
explotced, Itadmg to the lAcraase of 
(he flesb-trade in these areas. Thare* 
fore, to fully comprrimod the situs- 
tioQ. one has to first uodersiand tbe 
economic pattera of the raipon. 

I n the 197S report prepared by the 
IAS probatioaers* the land own¬ 
ership situation was describad thus; 
''The local coda of Jaunsar Bewar, the 
Dasiurui-amal. expressly prohibits 
the Kolcas from holoini land eitte as 
tvrunts or as lanmords. Though this 
prohibition is no longer recogiusad by 
(he courts, yet it works with all its 
sanction. It is not easy for a Kolta to 
acquire land and cultivate it. £ven 
though certain tenurial rights of non- 
electownt and neucaur (bringing new 
land under cultivation > have been con¬ 
ferred under a tenurial law pasaed by 
the VP state legislature. wore the 
law came into OMfacii^ cert was 
taken by (he laadlorcU either to eM 
the KoUas fruoi (he land occupien by 
them or to have the laad records 
changed by showing then only as 
kfudmacgars (hired labourers). Tbe 
rights of nauraur. has not helped ibtm 
much because all the uncultivated 
arable and grazutg bnd is owned and 
distributed^ (he kht/f paechayar.'* 
Thus deprived ahuosi entirely « the 
only productive asset, land, the hari- 
ians were sooner or later driven to 
borrowing from the bior resourceful, 
higher caste villageri whether for 
shwr survival oi for paying the bride 
prke at the tine of marriage. Conse- 



girls became the fioale in a long, cruel 
story of severe exploitation. 

Once the vested ioterests had esub- 
lisked contacts with tbe brothel 
agents, the bonded labourers were 
r^ularly harassed and told that an 
easy way of repaying their loaas wae to 
send their tvomea to cities to work as 

S stitutes. Ihese uneodioj pressures 
ve resulted in a steady flow of gkls 
from these areas to urban deas of vkt, 
Research conducted by the tAS 
prohauoners has also revealed, “All 
the liaiaon work (for proftcimtioo) is 
done Sty the Rajput moneylendar vrho 
might oe someone as eauntet ai tbe 
seyine or the pradteft.* Ii this re g ion 
the revenue and pobce rights an 
vested in the seme offician whkb 



A Aohs gjrf.' will she tuo rarer the 
cane fate} 

arnkes ibam. specially the patwan at 
the viUagr-lavet, extremely powerful 
The study ^so states, "Prom the later- 
views that our team conducted it 
appears that tbe revenue police is 
(hortMghly corrupt and m some cases, 
tyraeaical rfiatiwiBg k doe« of 
various Rajputs of tha lanrisd Bantry. 
It IS pivotal ia the phenomenal ex* 
of the scheduled castes,” 


Another rtsearcher. Rabadra Nath 
Gupta, interviewed pneurutei who 
had baen rescuad aftor a raid oa tbe G. 
B Roed broihali ia Deihl. He soys, 
"Our mterviews with the practiaukg 
prostituies wore mote In the notuc of 
confirmatoey evidence. We had sus¬ 
pected nghr from the start of the 
survey that the local petwnh must 
have a piyotnl rale w this phennsBenoa 
of explw'ation. St is his sileet 


assaat that womeo 


>la to leave 


the villages. It is agau the porwnn's 
ce which ai 


silence 


acts as the 


the pe 
ch^oi 


ohscruc- 


tioo io (dentifyiog proscirutes and cen¬ 
tres of prostitution. Some of the praeti* 
lutes whom we me% id Delhi cleiomd 
that the perwah was aware of their 
being takeo to the plains for prosotu* 

ot lb 


T 


BrahmiD waA aoi, wheroos in KaM 
bioek. out of the 28 gram saWwe 27 
have Rajput pradhaae whilrone has a 
Brahflia pramuji. Akhough* in most 
af this regMO, hariyans cuu ec kaU the 
mojonty^nMm. they havobaon UMbla 
to aloct a sifi^ harijaa juadhaa Thu 
is partly bacauae of ch^ tradttkmal 
wbeecviMcs. aad partte haent* sf 
dm clever way ia which the metoiH 
constitueaciei have boon carved out 
As a result, the Rajputs im ell power¬ 
ful and the haniaas are left wholly 
devoid of any poUbcal power. At the 
top ef power meture, incideiiMl* 
hr. ie the amat powerful Rajput pohti* 
ana from this areai. who is also a 
ministef io tbe state government. 
Moreover, the Roltas and Bajms of 
Jaunsar Baivar, who suffer aO the 
dlsodvaattges of the harijunsAave not 
been claasifiod aa scbadulod caetea 
Instead, tbe entire region has been 
claasifiod as a. rribal regioa. gmng 
whatever Umtted beoefits the hmjaaa 
«ir ichidulid castes could have dm 
rived, le the Brahmina and RajptRs, 

Thus, while the harijans remain 
oppreiaod, it is hardly lurpriaiBg thm 
the rporadk effom made to cheek tbe 
evil of prushtutioa have not bean 
resiwod stronglv eoough. Insmad of 
the racketeers being taken to taak, 
often It has been Um rafarmatii who 
have mat wiA tronbla. 

Hera is a caae in potM. The end- 
prostitution drive in Laklimnndnl vil¬ 
lage itaitnd ny bnck in Mar 1971 
when camp was bald thma or ^ 
Nebru Yu^ Kendra of Damdam 


(ion. In fact, one of the girls claiaod 
that it wu an old parwah who came 
down to tbe brothel to collect bor 
earning and to deliver them to her 
family in tbe village.** 

Former prostitutes aow.rcagnlcd ia 
t^ir original yiUages tnede similar 
aUegatimis. "Five of the former prost^ 
ruias whom uur team latcmewed m- 
fonwd us fraakh that they ware per¬ 
petually under tke thrmt of the par- 
wen wru^ very visit is more m the 
nature of a visuaewa. In soma*cesaa 
the perwarr was able to extort tba 
lion’s share of the cemings the women 
brought from tbe plains. nMis one 
cannot avoid tbe coaiecrure that often 
ir is with the parwarft silent assent 
that (be womeo are able to leave thetr 
village and go down to the plains for 
prostitudofl,* said Mr Cupu. 

hui. as long as tbe patwaris, 
pnd/taiu and other powerful local 
pecso m stand to benefit from this 
trade, it is highly unlikely chat any 
afforts mada by some honest and dedi¬ 
cated haoiaD youths or even mme 
social woritcra rrom outside, will curb 
this traffic. To aperonaie this fact one 
has to understand the weU-eusrenched 

K er structure of these areas. In the 
laar Bawar regioB. of 37 gram 
aahdai ia Chahrats Nock, 30 wve 
Rajput predhaffs while 7 have 


BarugaSaiM 
thammjor ehjactivea of this orpm» 
tiea was to fight tte traffk oi ^Is. On 
sevaral occaaioiw they bad manigad to 
su c cess f u lly stop girb from hetag 
takuB away fiom tha village for pnm 
titvtioa. 1 m activities of tbe Baagb 
wort provmg to bo a threat for thM 
oagaged m th^ trada. Two of tha 
^aors. MMieth »d Feddu. imdtutad 
a falsa case against fourof tbe Sail's 
activistB includiiig two htghly oadi- 
cated pofioes hii and Mangat Ram, 
lilt caae was filed ia Gur^oo—the 
iotaotioB being to taka them far away 
from their vill^e. Portusately. some 
top tribol officials ia Dellu wero 
approached and tbe case was srith- 
dnwQ. Paddu sod Mahesh ware even 
made to submit a written apology. 
However, their deiermiMtioo lo on- 
strict the Sangb's activities did not 
diminish. On tbe contrary, they turned 
more vengeful. 

On (he evening of 10 Jasuary 1974, 
Fuji wes walking to his village when 
suddenly Mahew and Fad^ came 
from bokiad xod xttackad him. Whila 
Mahesh firmly caught bold of him, 
Paddu thrust a koif e laio bii abdomen. 
Puri was immediately rushed to a 
hoMiud but he died on the way. 

Tae murder took place in broad 
dayhght and even today tbe villagers 
can recount (he tragic event of that 
day IB details. The facts of iba murder 
woro so well establishod that the villa- 

E rs were canam that (he two would 
convicted. 
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T h« case came up for bearinK before 
the Sessions Judge. DehraouQ.Md 
Paddu and Mahesh were char^ and 
convicted under sections 302 fPC and 
302/34 and U4 1?C respectively, and 
sentenced to life ireprisonment. 
However, they appealed to the High 
Court and after a long drawn*out legal 
battle they were acquitted by the 
Allahabad High Court ofi benefit 
of doubt. 

Tlte decision of the AUahabad Hi^ 
Court came as a major disappoint 
tnent, and completely shattered the 
RK^ale of the reformers. 

Mingat Ram. the other social work¬ 
er, is a thoroughly disillusioned man 
today. Most of his meagre earninis he 
has been forced to spend on the three 
long drawn-out legal cases^ne of 
which still continues. He is loo scared 
10 oppose the corrupt and powerful 
fictions in his village. “Nothing ever 
hanpens. Nothing comes out "i all our 
efforts," he savs. The most disturbing 
aspect of it al( is that the young girls 
and boys of the village have seen the 
fate of Puri and Mangai Ram on the 
one hand and Paddu and Mahesh on 
the other, and have drawn their own 
lesums 

The efforts made to roMue these 
iris from broihels and resettle them, 
uve also met with only limited suc¬ 
cess. The modu.s operunJi of the social 
workers has generally been to get a 
family meffllier ur relative of a girl 
who has recently been lured into pros¬ 
titution, to submit an application to 


the magistrate, on the basis of which a 
seirth warrant is obtained. Although 
the police of the sraa vrhere the 
brothel is located are generally not 
cooperative, it has been poasi^ to 
rescue some of the Some of them 
have also been satisfactorily rehsblli* 
tated. However, many who retuimed to 
their villages were forced Isack into 
prostitution in the absence of satisfac¬ 
tory measures for rehabilicaiion. 

It is obnous rhii little can be 
achieved by the social workers ai^ ne 
as long as the economic plight oi the 
Koltas is not improved in their vil¬ 
lages. This is eaacuy what e prostitute 
of G. B. Road. Delhi, told researchers 
in 197S: “Buy freedom for our men, 

E ve them land and only land. It is this 
nd. these green fields, which will 
contain our girls. Nothing else can * 
Since 197S some welcom efforts in 
this direction have been made. Pro¬ 
jects to rehabilitate the freed landed 
labourers are being implemented. The 

K ojecti envisage Mlp^ nearly 4.S00 
nded labourers by giving them land, 
and canle. ti is true inat several 
bonded labourers have benefited from 
these efforts made in the past five 
years. 

At the same lime, the Umitations of 
the work that has been done so far, 
need to be emphasised. Most of the 
bunded labourers of LakhmandaVvil¬ 
lage to whom I talked had not been 
properly resettled. Some of them had 
received no help under the rehabiliia- 
tion projects, some had received low 


milk-yielding cattle, others had re¬ 
ceived a small Plot of low-yielding or 
barren land, while still others com¬ 
plained that they bad been' made to 
pay Rs. 200 for milch cattle when it 
was supposed to be free. No efforts 
have b^n made lo disturb the existing 
power structure and property own- 
eribio oatterns in the village. If the 
prtdhen and pat war/ still comer a 
major share of the cash meant for 
helping the poor, then this will only 
further entrench the eiisiing corrupt 
systems in the villages. 

Regarding the land distribuiiun me¬ 
asures, after a survey of nearly SO 
villages recently, the Nehru Yuvak 
Kendra has specifically listed the 
name! of 124 persons who had been 
given land but have been unable to 
occupy it, due to a variety of reasons, 
ranging from objtctioni by powerful 
villagers to inability lo identify the 
exact location of 'the land given to 
them. 

The ^emnent is sadly mistaken if 
it thmks that merely by making some 
monetary grants,‘or distributing some 
canle it can solve the problem^ of 
poverty and oppression. What is 
needed instead is a broad based prog¬ 
ramme to organise the poor and give 
them iubsianiial economic benefits. 
And of course, an effective social re¬ 
form programme has to he woven into 
the efforts for economic emancipation. 
Only with that can the How of innoceni 
girls from the hills of Uttar Predesh to 
the dens of prontitution be stemmed. 
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WEST BENGAL VOTERS’ LIST CASE 

Cong-I embarrassed 
in Supreme Court 

And Mr A. K. Sen is snubbed 


New Delhi: Cell it the Cise of the 
srerement iliat never was, or how 
much liherry you can take wUh Sup¬ 
reme Court judges, hut (he verdict is 
the same. You lannut take the judges 
(or granted, Mr Afeke Kumar ^n, 
doyen of the Supreme Court bar and a 
former union law mmister. learnt it 
(he hard way before the five-member 
constitutional bench on 4 March. 

Not only Mr Sen but hii comrades- 
in-arms in whalis now known la West 
Bengal voters* list case, had the same 
exMrience. Along with Mr Sen. Mr 
Siadhartha Sankar Ray. a former chief 
minister of Weal Ben|al. Mr Bholanath 
Sen, a former minister, Mr M. C. 
Bhandare, a sitting member of the 
RaiyasSabha. and Mr P. R. Mndul, all 
senior advocates, had to apologise (o 
the court fur an act which, in the 
opinion of the court,amounted to con¬ 
tempt. 

The sudden twists and turns that the 
voters* list case took in the past few 
days have already become mind- 
hoggling. The pyrotechniquts adopted 
by the learned lawyers ultimately 
turned the entire issue Into a con¬ 
frontation between the judiciary and 
lawyers with strong political pulls. 
Finally, the judges have been able to 
uphold the supremacy of the judiciary. 

The original case was filed on behalf 
of Mr A. K, M, Hasnuiranan^.fiirmer 
Muslim League minister, and sii 
others In Mr Bholanath Sen. lawyer 
and leader of the West Bengal ^n- 
tiTi-ssi I) l4>gislai ure Party, in the court 
"f Mr justice Sabyasachi Mukherjee 
u( I he Calcutta High Court nn tl 
February. Mr Sen had filed a writ 
petition challenging the constIruiional 
validity of some sections of the Repre- 
jvcntation of Peoples Act and the reg* 
iHiration of electoral roUs. He 
challenged the publication of the West 
Bengal electoral rolls scheduled for 1 
March. The jud^ panted an interim 
stav of the publication of the electoral 
ml Is. 

We will not immediately m into (he 
details of the case but snift to 26 
February when the case came up be¬ 
fore the three member court of Mr 
Justice V. A. Desai, Mr Justice A. ?. 
Mn and Mr Justice Baharul Islam m 
the Supreme Court. Mr Asoke Sen by 
that time had become the pilot for the 
challengers. As the court sat at 10>30 
am. Mr Sen filed a rapidly drafted 
statemeni, which in no tune incurred 
not only the wrath of the judges but 


aUo that of a large number of lawyers. 

Mr Sen said. *‘The comments coming 
from (his bench on the 22 rd instant 
about the nacure of the writ petition 
without even waiting for the order of 
the tnal court makes us feel apprehen¬ 
sive (hat vour lordships have not an 
open mino and jutike may be denied 
to the writ petiiiOAers and (he respon* 
dents supporting them." 

What had the three judges said on 
23 February? They had directed Mr 
justice Sab^sacht Mukherjee to con¬ 
clude his bearing ^ (he case by 2S 
Februan on the writ petition challeng¬ 
ing the final publKaiion of the voters' 
list. The jud^ had seen to it that Mr 
Mukherjee was Informed of the deci* 
Sion over a lightning telephone call. 
The three judges had given detailed 
insirvctions to Mr Mukberiee to take 
up the writ petition for nearing at 
1^30 am on 24 February, continue 
hearing till 25 February and give the 
final verdict by that date. They even 
reouested the Chief Justke of the 
Calcutta High Court to relieve Mr 
Justke Mukherjee from other duties 
10 enable him to deliver his order 
verbally or otherwise before the ex¬ 
piry ^ the 25 February deadline. The 
Supreme Coun judges stipulated that 
no party ^ould ask for ujournmeni 
before (he Calcutta High Coun. They 
also stayed the order w tbe produc¬ 
tion of records. 

This, no doubt raised a furore lo 
Calcutta Hgih Court circles. Mr Jus 


tice Mukherjee expressed sifrpnse at 
the stipulations made by the Supreme 
Court judges. The Calcutta Bar Asso¬ 
ciation also raised a few questions 
about the competence of Supreme 
Court judm to pass orders to a 
brother judge of an associate court. 

Mr Sa^asnchl Mukherjee heard the 
case on 25 February, extended the 
interim stay order In a modified lorn, 
and posted further hearing to 24 
March. Mr Justice Mukherjee directed 
that a copy of the order on plain paper 
should M handed over to the West 
Bengal advocate general, Mr Snehang- 
shu Acharyya, appearing fur the Elec¬ 
tion Commission for production before 
the Supreme Court on 26 February at 
10-i0 am. Mr Mukhenee made it clear 
in his order that the Election Commis* 
Sion might make recurnmeodaliens on 
the announcement of the date of pub* 
Meat ion of final electoral rolls after the 
expiry of seven days of filing the 
documents but “until that they wul not 
du so (publish the rollsIn hb order, 
the Cucutta judge also observed that 
objections to the voters’ list should be 
disposed of by officers of the Election 
Commission other than these who 
w4re responsible for the preparation 
of draft electoral rull> of q particular 
area. The Election Commission was 
also asked to file a document in the 
Supreme Court with a copv lo the 
Celcutta High Court indicating, among 
other things, the details of objeitions 
received cm the electoral rolls and 
steps taken to dispose of the com¬ 
plaints. 

Mr Justice Mukherjee’s orders were 
no doubt very tall. The Election Com¬ 
mission was asked to indiente m writ 
ing all particulars of objections for 
inclusion or exclusion of the draft rolls 
filed before 31 December, how many 
of those had been disposed of and in 
what manner. 

So the collision courte between the 
Supreme Coun and the Calcutta High 
Court was distinctly marked our be¬ 
fore the high teakwood doors of the 
neo-gothic Supreme Court building 
opened on 26 February. Mr Sen's state 
ment had instant reaction. The three 






judges appeared (o be thunderstruck. 
The usually benign Ui Desai became 
glum. The quiet Mr A. P. Sen cofB* 
mented, ^'ihis is blasphemyMr Desai 
said, "We are not going to hear the 
case lurther." The ^ree judges were 
seen coniabulating among themselves. 
The lawyers for ih» CPI, CPl(M) and 
RSP—Mr K. Venugopal. Mr ^moath 
Chat terjee and nr Soli Sorabjee— 
objected to the statement. They said 
that Mr Sen's statement was "stultify* 
log the process of election and the 
matter wu serious as it would affect 
the future of democracy in the coun* 
try " Dr Y S. Chitaley, the counsel for 
the Election Commission, objected to 
the statement and demands action 

S emst Mr Sen and the four other 
t'(K*aces, Mr S. S. Ray, Mr Bholanath 
Sen, Mr P. R. Mridu! and Mr M. C. 
Bhandare, who had affiRed their signa* 
tures 10 the statement. 

Mr Justice Desai was clearly heard 
saying, "If our decision goes against 
the petitiimen. it would be said we 
were cowed down, if otherwise then 
also we would be open to criticism." 
During the entire episode, Mr Asoke 
Sen only said, “U is a submission.” He 
repeatedly said that he had never 
qucMioned the integrity of the judges 
and he had nothing against them per 
tonally. He had made the statement 
only to get impartial judgement for his 
clients. This, however, failed to 
appease the judges, who went to the 
Cnid Justice, Mr Y. V. Chandrachud. 
There were further confabulations. 
Meanwhile. 47 advocates of ihe Sup* 
rente Court Bar Council met during 
the luncheon recess and passed a re* 
solution reprimanding the statement 
which had questioned the "integrity of 
Supreme Court judus." 

Chief Justice Cnandrachud now 
took the matter in his own bands. 
Along with two other judges, he called 
counsels nf both sides to his court and 
asked Mr Sen (o withdraw his state* 
itient. Mr Sen immediately complied 
with the request and the statement 
was withdrawn. The Chief Justice per* 
sonally requested press correspon* 
dents not to publish (he withdrawn 
statement. But even then the three 
judges were not happy. They flatly 
announced that unless Mr Sen and the 
other advocates uncondidonally re* 
gretted and apologised, thev would not 
hear the advocates not only in this 
case, but in any case in future, 

The situation took a Kofkaesaue 
turn. At the three judges’ request, Mr 
Chandrachud set up a larger, five- 
member constitution bench excluding 
the three judges. The case was trans* 
ferred to the constitution bench com* 

B rising Mr P. N. Bhagwaci, Mr R. B. 

lishra, Mr Balakrishna Erady and Mr 
Chinuppa Reddy, beside t^ Chief 
Justice himself. This, however, failed 
to please the three lud^ who had 
refused to hear Mr Asoxe Sen or his 
colleagues. Accordingly, a fresh bench 
was constituted on which, beside Mr 
Cliandrachud and Mr Bhagwati, Mi 
Desai, Mr A. P Sen and Mr Baharul 
Islam were included • 

After all this drama, when the court 


Election Commission 
can now go ahead 


New Delhi: Those who wanted to 
delay the West Bengal Assembly 
elections have lost a big bartle. It 
remaios to be seen whmher they 
will finally lose the war also. The 
Supreme Court has practically 
liven the peen signal to the Elec¬ 
tion CoBunitaion to go ahead with 
the publication of the electoral 
rolls. Only a few Sfs' and *buis* 
remain. 

If one carefully examines the ver¬ 
dict of (he five-mere bef const ilu- 
(ion bench, comprising Mr Justice 
F. N. Bhagwati. Mr Jusiice V. A. 
Desai, Mr Justice A. P. Ben and Mr 
Justice B^arul Islam.besides the 
Chief Justice Mr Chan^achud. one 
will find thai each and every condi¬ 
tion of the Slay order of the Calcut¬ 
ta High Court has been removed. 
The entire case has been transfer¬ 
red from the Calcutta Hi^ Court to • 
I he Supreme Court In addition, the 
judges have allowed tite Election 
Conmission to proceed with the 
complaints about the noils in 
Kcordance with the law and even 

E blish ihe rolU. subject to the 
al verdkt of the case. They have 
also decided to hear the case from 
IS March to give a final verdict as 
early as possible. Jt is true that this 
is an interim order, but the effect is 
there for everybody to see. Simply 
put. the Eleaion Commission can 
go ahead with its work. 

What b now certain is that the 
Supreme Coun vHlI complete the 
hearing and five the verdict before 
the end of Mveh. This means that 
the Election Commission will get 
ample time to issue the notification 
and announce the results much be 
fore June, by which time the terms 
of both the Left Front government 
and the chief eleaion commission¬ 
er, Mr Shanlal Shakdhar, end. 

But (hen (he question remains: 
Why did (he Congressfll almost 
blatantly become a party to de¬ 
laying tbe West Bengal Assembly 
pt^lsf ft is a fact that right from the 
municipal and ptneheyar polls, the 
West Bengal Cmgressfl) has shown 


reconvened on 3 hiarch, the new bench 
refused to give a hearing to Mr Ben 
and his collogues unless the apo)^ 
was made. Ise court adjourned to give 
a chance to the mant lawyers to 
apologise. 

On the night of 3 March, it was 
practically black humour for tbe hap¬ 
less advocates. When Mr Ashoke 5^. 
Mr S. S. Ray, Mr Bholanath Sen, Mr 
Bhsndare and Mr Mridul met. Mr Ray 
proposed that they should contact the 
CongressiH president. Mrs Gandhi, ab¬ 
out (he apology. Mr Sen had reserva¬ 
tions. but tnvn Mr Ray had other 
thingi on his mind. Informed circles 
Mr Ray contacted Mr R. K. Dha- 


us eagerness to postpone the elec 
toraJ prwess. This has definitely 
harmed its credibility. A feeling is 
gaming ground that the Congressd i 
is reluctant to face elections in 
West Bengal. 

One can argue that the topmost 
leadership of the pariy allowed a 
section oi its state leadership to go 
MS far as it could to delay the polls. 
It is possible that in some quarters 
there was a thin rev of hupe that if 
the elections could be delayed 
beyond June, then West Bengal 
would have tv come under a spell of 
President'^ rule. 

Borne seciionv are already saying 
that the W'est Bengal Congre«s(J) 
was nut involved But then Mr Bhci- 
lanith Sen. counsel for the first 
applicant. Mi A. K. M. Hasanuixa 
man. is the leader uf the Ccingres 
sil) Legislature Party in West Ben 
I. Mr Asoke Sen is a Cuncresfiili 
P from We^i Bengal Mr Suhrata 
Mukherjee. a well-known stale 
leader, is a party to the case* 
through the wW Bengal INTUC 
which he leads. Moreover, it cannot 
he denied that Mr SidJhut tha Sunk 
ar Ray is eager to enter the parry. 

Mrs Gandhi's retusal to have any 
talks with the five lawyers, who 
represent^ the appellants who 
chalJengeo some seciiona of theRe* 
presentation nf Penpleb Act .clearly 
indicates that she is ho longer in¬ 
terested in combating political 
issues through the courts. Moreov¬ 
er. time and auin she has gone uti 
record that she was nut against 
elections in West Bengal and she 
had no plans for President's rule in 
that state. 

But then, who knows whai is* in 
store between now and 24 June. So 
far as the Election Commission is 
concerned, it thinks that the entire 
electoral process has been delayed 
by about a month The commis^on 
will now have to restart its work, 
and in that case the final publica¬ 
tion of the rolls mi^t take another 
two or three weeks. Moreover, it 
will h, ve to tread very warily. 


wan at thePrime Minister's residence 
But then Mrs Gandhi had no time foi 
the lawyers. On 4 March, "the case of 
the statement that never was" had 
almost a comical ending Mr Sen sub 
mUted a statement in which he ex¬ 
pressed both sorrow and regret for the 
earlier siaiemeni. The relevant poi- 
tiop of the statement reads. "Jt seems 
that our submission has hurt the feel¬ 
ings of your lordships. We respectiullv 
reiterate that we never intended tu 
cast any aspersion on the integrity nf 
the bench. In the circumstances we are 
sorry for our submission and we ex- 
mess our regret " 

Tirun Cangulv 
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NEPOTISM 


iTDC's red carpet for 
Ms Rani Dube 


Htw Delhi: The laii is yet lo he 
sesd about (he new year eve, ttar 
studded prtigramme. fihir Wohi Han 
tioma. presented by the Delhi Televi 
Sion hy spending nearly Rs two lakhs, 
if nut more The 90-minuie prnKram> 
me, not worthy of such hufte expendi¬ 
ture by any standards, in which the 
informutiun arvi broad casting minister 
Vasant bathe, [4>k Sabha speaker Bal- 
ram Jakhar and other luminaries, both 
from pnliiics unJ films participated 
was lelccBxt from a number (d TV 
centres in north India. The programme 
turned out tu be a damp sauib 
dampeninx the over-enthusiasm of the 
TV Msses 

When the details of the programme, 
which were kept a closely guarded 
secret, were revealed ^ a section of 
the press, the Delhi TV bosses and 
public relations department of the I 
and B ministry came out with vehe 
ment denials of the lavish spending 
Their stend was that they hao mere^ 
spent Rs 31,000. The expenditure was 
justified in view of the simultaneous 
transmission of the programme from a 
number vt centres. 

The figure (hey errived at is made 
possible only through a jugglery of 
ugures and manipulation m accounts, 
say insiders, who do not want (o be 
identified. Delhi Doordarshan has not 
taken into account the money spent on 
the compere uf the programme. Ms 
Rani Dube, a Delhi socialite now set* 
tied in London. Technically the 
accountants vf the Delhi Doordarshan 
may evade (he responsibility. But what 
about the huge amount spent on her 
by other governmental agencies? 
Perhaps, to strengthen (he denials of 
(he I and B ministry regarding the 
lavi^ expenditure. Rani Dube from 
London issued a statement recently 
saying that she had spent her own 
money. The amount: around Rs 50.000. 

But this does not hide the fact that 
she was given VIP treatment. A red 
carpet was virtually unrolled for her. 
The Indian Tourism Development Cor- 
p<vation (ITDCi had nothing to do 
with the TV progcamme, but still it 
showered favours on her. The ITDC 
authorities have no reasonable ex¬ 
planation ID iustify their position. 

Ms Rani Dube had arrived in New 

Delhi, reportedly on the personal in. 
vitatiun of an influential cabinet 
minster, on 7 November 1961 accord¬ 
ing to the arrival slip (So. 13631) of 
the government-owna^ Ashoka Hotel. 
She (falsely) declered that her 
nationality was Indian (same slip). In 
fact she now holds e British passport. 

While the arrival slip indicatei that 
she arrived in this country on T 
November, strangely, the Ashoea man- 
Mgement started chJLrging room reot 
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from 6 November (BiU No. 27972). The 
room she occupied was a deluxe suite 
(No 543) for which she was charged Rs 
2,300 per day. The amount, of course, 
did not include expenditure on food, 
laundry, etc. For reasons best known 
to them nnly^the hoiel management 
declared her a VIP. The special status 
entitles her to receive two baskets of 
fruits and free drinks, both soft and 
hard, every day, apart from other 
numerous privileges. 

After about 10 days, the I and B 
offKials finding the expenses b^ond 
their manipulative abilities 
approached the tounsn department 
with a request (hat tha expenses be 
debited to its tourism promotion 
eccount. The tourism depanment has 
funds at its disposal to entertain peo* 
pie who it thinks are capeble of giving 
a boost to our tounsm busineu. That 
includes people Ukt foreign travel 
writers, prominent travel agents, etc. 
But they could not oblige tlw I and B 
ministry. They could not show that Ms 
Rani Dube was conneaed with tour¬ 
ism or its development, ITiat left the I 
and B ministry people in a quandary. 



FhotostMt copy of ooe of tbe Aiboka 
HvieS ttiUs which Aows an expendfrurr 
of over Ri ooc iakh 


Then the bigwigs of (ha two ministnes 
held a numher of vonfebvleikms and a 
way out was found. 

Ashoka Hotel had been chosen to 
come to their resctm. As a first step 
towards this, Mr Vod Kumar, in charge 
of reservations at Ashoka HoteL had 
issued a memo on a white paper order- 
lug ihui Ms Rani Dube be charged only 
Rs 1, t SO (charge for a single suite k but 
that she woulo continue to occupy the 
same deluxe suite, as per the "CM'S 
orders...'* From 11 December, she was 


cjia^ed only Rs 1.150 though she 
continued to occupy the deluxe room 
(Bdl No. 37036). 

On the same day again the manw- 
ment of the hotel gave her a flat 
allowance (or discount) of Rs 40,250 
(some bill). Llltimately on 20 Novem¬ 
ber, Ms Dube vacart^ the hotel by 
paying 55,000 in rupees. Under the 

[ ovemment rules, Ms Dube being a 
oreign citizen had to pay in pounds 
and not in rupees. For this VIP. nowev- 
er, the ITDC even flouted the foreign 
exchange rules. It is learnt (hat even 
(his Rs S5.000 was paid ihrou^ her by 
a businessman Congressd) mP ar (be 
behest of the cabinet minister. The 
ITDC spent Rs 51,590 on her. The 
details of the money spent by other 
governmental departments are not 
known. 

Vet tbe I and B ministry wants the 
people to believe that Ms Rani Dube 
Md come all tha way from London to 
compere the TV programme on her 
own expenses just out of love for the 
country) 

Why did the highups in the govern¬ 
ment go out of their way to patronise 
and favour this la^? Art there no 
suitable people in this country to com- 

K re a BO-minute programme for TV? 

a reason is not unknown. Ii is. 
perhaps, her big connections that have 
played a vital role Ms Dube, daughter 
of Mr Ram Sharan Sharma, a Hindi 
story writer, was only two years ago 
avoided by the Congressd) leaders 
Before the Emergency she had good 
connections with many Congress lead 
ers and she strengthened her cuniacis 
to fulfil her ambitions to become a 
filmstar. But she could not succeed. 
She was separated from her husband, 
Mr S. N. Dube, and left fur London. 
There she met an Irish gentleman whu 
owned a small newspaper. But even 
there she did not give up hopes of a 
career in films. She used her charms 
and befriended many film personali¬ 
ties. During the Janata days, like many 
others in mdla, she authored a book 
The erit within, which contained many 
spicy details of the escapades of 
Emergency heroes like Sanjay Gandhi. 
Dhlrendra Brahmachari, etc. The book 
was published by (Juartet from Lon¬ 
don, Melbourne and Toronto. As she 
was fanning to release the book in 
lodia, to her misfortune, (he Janata 

K emment fell and with that her 
es to join the ranks of the celebri¬ 
ties. She coolly dropped (he idea and 
flew back to London. When Indira 
Gandhi came to power for the second 
rime in 1980, she revived her contacts 
with the bigwigs in the party as well as 
tbe government and vritb an asto¬ 
nishing speed started mending her 
fences. Once again she entereo the 
charmed circle of some Congressd) 
leaders, especially a flamboyant ona, 
now a cabinet minister. It is she who 
first flew to India with the grandiose 
plans of tha <3andhi film directed by 
Attenborough. It is also she who 
managed (he Rs five crores loan for 
(he Indo-Briiish venture. In fact, she is 
a co-producer of the film. 

Vdikat 


ANDHRA PRADESH 


CM's Delhi connection 



Mr beiAf wtkom^ •( Hythr»t44 Ofl ki$ «m>aj /roa Dtlhi with tbt 

AAdhn chM miaiittnhih in hit poektt 


HydenM: Mrs G»ndhi wis tired end 
exhiuited after a fruellint ISbour 
trip through mud, slush and tne debris 
Jett on the trail of a devastating ctc- 
lone. At the eod of the day when sm 
came to the Guntur circuit hduse for 
an overnight slay, ^e was turned 
hack. The reason; the circuit house 
was rastrved for chiaf ministar Jala* 
um Vengal Rao. who incidentally be* 
longed to the perty of which she was 
the supreme leader. Never before had 
she faced such an embarrassing situa* 
don. It was then that a local socialite. 


Mrs Jayapradba Reddy, case to her 
rescue: she rat her up in a five'iw 
bungalow of a tobacco tycoon. TImc 
was on the night of Sunday 27 Koven* 
ber 1977. And that was how the pm 
sent Andhra CM, BhavanaiD Venkaiar* 
ama Reddy, caeie close to Mrs Gandhi, 
who after ber defeat io the election 
was being shunned even by her f^low* 
en. Mra Jayapradha who played the 
good Samaritan to Mrs Gaimi, is the 
CM’S wife. 

Indeed, Mrs Jayapradha Reddy is 
rated to Iw more powWful and popular 


as a politician than the gentle and 
soft-spoken CM. While studying in the 
same college (bey fell in love with 
each other and married. Both of them 
were practising law in Guntur till Mr 
P. V, Narasimha Rao, now tbeeaiernal 
affairs minister, appointed Mrs Reddy 
s minister in his cabinet > Sl^ con* 
tested the Assembly polls four limes 
and won twice. Her husband never 
fought an Assembly election; in March 
1978. Dr Channa Reddy made him his 
educdiicm minister and got him a seat 
in the Legislative Council from Gun* 
tur. He is still a member of the Upper 
House. So ia his deputy, C. Jagannitbe 
Rao. 

Mrs Gandhi might have made a 
mistake by noninaiing both die CM 
and the deputy CM from the Legiila* 
tive Council and there^ giving rise to 
a controversy. According to idormed 
sources she even pulled up Mr P. V. 
Narasimhi Rao and the A1CC (1) 
general aecretary, Mr G. K. Moopanar. 
ror not bringing this to her attention. 
Anyway, Mrs Gandhi apparently re* 
memb^ed the g^ turn Bhavanam 
Venkataraoia's wife did to her. 

But what perhaps swung the pendu* 
lum in Mr Reddy’s favour was hit 
coAoectioA in the inner ciKle of Rajiv 
Gandhi. The Andhra CM vras parsonal 
assistant to Raodula Obul lUddy, a 
ounieter in tha cabinet of MP B. Gope* 
la Reddy wav back in 19S4. It was 
Obul Reddy who kid initiated him into 
politics. K. Siddharth Raddy, one of 
Rajiv Gandhi's close confidants, li 
Obul Reddy’s grandson. Ihe CM'S con¬ 
nection with Mrs Gandhi's aunt, the 
union minister Sheila Kaul, also 
helped. They came close to each other 
vdim both of them were education 
ministers—he in Andhra and she at 
ibe centre—and Mr Reddy issiduously 
aaintaioed the link. The morel: good 
connections pay. 

Syed Ma^ul Ks«en 


NTR: Andhra's answer to MGR? 


Hydertbed: Is N.T. Rama Rao, the leader), to Bhuvaoeshwsri, NTR’s 
veteran hero of the Telugu screen, daught^, was a rare event indeed, 
joining politics and floating a re* fn the wake of the 
giortil perty7 This is the question recent chantt of leadership in (be 

that is being often posed in coffee* state, the tw of NTR laoocbi^ a 

house discussions in Hyderabad as regional peny has been revived 

well as Delhi these days. Some uain. ll is also said that many of 

people have already started refer* tnose "defectors" who had crossed 

ring to N. T. Rama Rao (popularly over to tbe Congress (1) in (be ho^ 

known as NTR) as tbe ‘MGR <s of being IncludiM iii B. v. Reddy’s 

Andhra Pradesh. They say that caMnet, tod who were turned gwiy 

NTR’s party would be the Andhra by the new CM. would now join 

version of the Anna DMR or DMK. NTR's new party. 

However, (hese repens seem to be Till today, nTr has not tried to 
mere speculation rather than coa* ^ ^ nimours about his 

taiiung any substance. This spe- pontkal ambittoiis. ft is also a fact 

culation has been rife since that the new chief minister, Mr 

September 1961. It was the first Bhavanam Venkatarama Reddy, 

time in Andbra Pradesh that a had invited NTR to anend his 

alnistar marr'vd the daughter of a iwearing-jn ceremMy at Raj Bha* 

matinee idol. The marriage of N. van.* Ntr flew in to Hyderabad 

Chantebabu Naidu (cioemaiopra' from Madras specially for the 

phy mloleter la Anjaiah’s cabutet moey and was brouui to the Raj 

and a one*rine Youth Congrese*! Bhavan man official car.accompa¬ 


nied by Mr Anjaiah and the deputy 
chief minister, Mr C. Jcgannacba 
Rao. He ,was also given pride of 
plKe in tbe first row of the she- 
miaoe. Later, the chief minister 
vras o«wrbeard introducing NTR to 
the Governor. Mr K.C. Abrabem, as 
"a popular film star who would be 
joining politics ^oon." 

The story doing the rounds in 
Hydwabad of late is (hat chief 
minister B.V. Reddy will persuade 
NTR to toin tbe Congress(I) as a 
prelude to his nomination for one of 
the Raiya Sabha seats from Andhra 
Pradesn. When confrooted with 
this information recently, the chief 
minister quimd that he never 
knew that NTR had ever left the 
CoBgress. Whether or not any of the 
rumours are trftnsformed into real¬ 
ity in the future. NTR today is 
certainly causing a let of controver¬ 
sial speculation. 
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NEWS : INTERNATIONAL 


BANGLADESH 

Incident involving Indian 
HC sparks political row 


Dtcu: An incident li(« ]i$i tnontir 
involving ihe Indifto high coomiision* 
er in Doccn. Mr Much^und Dubey. «nd 
■ ontiontl locurlty ond ioteUifrnce 
(NSI) officer, who vns following kun m 
• cor. hiS provoked on uproar in the 
Bangledeth Pirliement end prompted 
ccrtein poliiicel groups to (quickly 
bring out proceuions den^nding ac* 
tion ataintt the Indian diplomat. 

The incident took place on 2 S Febru* 
ary evening but nobo^ took any 
notice of it until the independent, 
largely circulated Bengali dailyIrre/aQ 

E mnently publiihM the Rory on 
nday Z% February. According to 
newspaper reports, tM high commiS' 
sioner*s car was being followed by a 
Volkswagen, and the incident took 
place at one stage when the high 
commissioner had asked his driver aM 
security man to enquire why the car 
was following him. The NSI official, 
the report says, had filed a ease in the 
Gulshan police nation sugg^ting that 
the Indian high comnutsionff had 
"manhandled him and his driver" on 
2S February evening. 

The high commissioner and his 
security man, according to the report, 
were alleged to hive dragged the NSI 
official and his driver out of his car. 
manhandled then and. before leaving 
the place, taken away the key of the 
car. The report also suggested that (he 
Indian high commissioner, before 
going to his Gulshan residence, had 
visited the Awami League (Uasina) 
office. The irrefag report, however. 

i uoting a "source," said that Mr 
ubey had discussed the return of the 
Awami League chief. Sheikh Hasina 
Waied, from Delhi the neat day (26 
February) with some Awami League 
leaders. It further said that after hear* 
ing that Faslur Rahman Manni, who 
was working closely with the Awami 
League's student front organisation, 
had been arrested and tMi it was 
bei^ saidihai he was, in fact, a Hindu 
Indian national named Mantu Saha, he 
left the office. 

From the Awami League office, the 
Srtefaq reMrt contintJM. bfr Dubey 
went (o a foreign missions' club in (be 
Gulshan area, but he soon left the 
club, without playing tennis, a depar* 
(ur;e from his daily routine. A littie 
after that he became involved in the 
incideni with the NST official, the 
repon added. 

The Indian high commission, bowev* 
er. described the frte/ag report on 26 
February as "thoro^uy false and 
fabricated.” The Indian high commis¬ 
sion sent a press note to /rwag giving 


them (he "coma facts." this version 
is reproduced below. 

*Al around 1S4S hours on IS Fabru 
ary, when the high commissioner was 
returning from the chancery to his 
restdence in his official car. his secur¬ 
ity guards drew his attention to a 
Volkswagen car (Dacca CA6066) 
pvked in front of (he high commis* 
skMcr's residence near a tea shop sei 
up recently. Ihe car remaingd parked 
there tUl 1900 hours when the hi^ 
commissioner, accompanied by Mrs 
Dubey, was leaving the residence for 
Hotel Sonargaon to attend ihe Kuwaiti 
national day nKepcion. As soon as (be 
high comnussioner*s car came out of 
the residence, the Volkswagen with 
three occupants, immediately to^ up 
close pursuit. When the high commis¬ 
sioner's attention was drawn to (he 
following car. he asked the driver to 
slow dom a number of times to 
vide the Volkswagen the opportunity 
to overtake the high commissioner's 
car if its occupants so wished.” 

"However.” the press note sreot on, 
"the Volkswagen slokved down alio 
and continued to keep close behind 
the high commissiOQer's car. Ftnally. 
near the DIT Market No. (he hi^ 
commissioner asked (he driver to nop 
(be car, lum h round and return to his 
residence. The Volkswagen also 
turned round and stopped near the 
crossing of the Gulshan and Banani 
coads (0 wait and see where the lugh 
commissioner's car was beading. The 
high commissioner had his car stopped 
in front of the Volkswagen and asked 
bis driver and personal security guard 
to walk up to the Volkswagen im ask 
the driver and the occupanu to reveal 
their identity ^and eapoin why they 

A/udikimd Dubey: trailed for 
rbe first rime 



were tailing the high commissioner’s 
car. They kept silent and when the 
high commissiooer's securi(y*^uard re¬ 
peatedly asked'them to reveal their 
identity, they opened the other side 
doors of the car and ran away, leaving 
the engine and headlights oftheVolk* 
swagen still running. The high commis- 
sionerii security guard took the keys 
of the Volkswagen as a routine safety 
precaution against (heft and the high 
commissioner then returned to his 
residence.” 

The press note said that the high 
commissioner "iromediaiely maoe 
efforts to coataci the home secretary 
and the police commissioner. Since 
none of them was available, he spoke 
to (he assistant police commissioner 
on duty and personally reported the 
full details of the incident, reouesiing 
him to send somebody to collect the 
keys of (he Volkswaget^ ^^nd to take 
steps to stop (he harassment to which 
the high commissioner had been sub* 
jecied At 1920 hours, the high com 
fflissioner left again for Hotel Sonar 

S ion. When passing the spot where the 
olkswagen had brcn left, he noticed 
that the car had already been driven 
away.” 

"On 28 February," it went on, "the 
high commission brought the whole 
incid^t to (he notice of the Bang¬ 
ladesh foreign office and returned (he 
keys. It may be noted that the version 
of (he incident provided informally to 
the nussion at that time by the foreign 
office was that (he private persnns, 
concerned had registered a police cum; 
against the high commissioner's secur* 
ity guerd. The luefsq story of today 
<26 rebruary). however.states that ihe 
occupants M the car belong to an 
official agency.” 

The press note asserted; "There are 
several other false and completely 
imaginary details in the repurr. The 
Indian high commissioner was at no 
time personally involved and. in fact, 
did not leave his car at all. The Indian 
high commissioner neither visited the 
central or any other office uf the 
Bangladesh Awami League (Hasina) 
The question of his having had discus 
lions with any leader of the Awami 
League either regardine the program 
me of their party chief or reMrding 
the recent arrest of a bandit »aimea 
to be an ludian cituen does not arise. 
Hie sio^ of the Indian high commis* 
Stoner visiting the club of a diplomatic 
mission on 2S February is also entirely 
imaginary. Indeed, he did not leave his 
residence from the time be returned 
from his office in the afternoon till he 
left at seven pm in the evening to 
attend a national day function at Hotel 
Smargaon.” 

However, Bangladesh foreign secret* 
ary Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury, 
discussing the incident, told newsmen; 
"We are awaiting detailed reports 
from the agencies concerned regvd* 
ing the incident and will consider 
appropriate measures after we ax* 
amine those reports.” 

Mr Chowdhury said that diplomats 
were not above the law of the land 
they were posted in although they 




were immujie from court proceedings, awniting repms from the home minis* during bis iwu>ejid a'hall years' of di* 

He would noi comment anything more try. He said chat necessary measures plomaik assignment in Banal adeSh. 

until a detailed report was available, would be taken at the diplomaticlevel He said thar the details about the 

'*We are awaumg investigation reports by the foreign ministry on receipt of incident were put <»u( bv the high 

on the incidem and will then consider the rep^. The home minisiw. Dr M. commission and he would not Uke Tt> 

what steps can be taken.** A. Matin, referring lo the rules of discuss anything nu»re about ii now. 

HoweveMhe Bangladesh miuion in procedures of the house, said that ,, ^ i l. 

Delhi has repofie^y assured South since a polke case has already been »he home I5 

Bteck thac the incident would not have staned, the matter could not be discus- reported to yve taken appropriate 
any impact on the normal relations of sed in the house before the cooipietion block any attempt by apy 

the two neighbouring countries. The of the investigation (Witii^ or anii Indian group to haraha 

foreign m I nister, Prof. ShamsuJ Huq, High commissioner Muchkuad ” I*" commisMorier or any of 

echoing the foreign secretary, told Dubey, however, told this correspon- mission ' <taff members. 
Parliament that his ministry was dent that he has never been laiM Syed Kamaluddin 



RAVtf has links with Awami League 


Dacca: The recently arrested "terror Road. Before coming into Bangladesh One of the ^oup's otembers. 8hahi< 
group** comprUing about 20 young he received special guerilla warfare buddin alias Shaha, who was a body- 
criminals wanted by the police fv training in OgVn Dun in 197S. guard of the late Sheikh Fatlul Huq 

months, hu made some startling re- The government-owned dnily, the Mom. ^ikBMujib*B nephew, was in 

velations indicating its close links with* BtogJaaeeh Tkmes, ouoting the coofes- India soon after the political 

the opposition Awami League leaden, sional statement, said the terrw group changeover in Bangladesh, and had 

a seaion of the youth front ^ the had finnluedplam to kill the mayor of joinM Kider Siddiqi's force to create 

ruling Bangladesh NatkinaUst Party Dacca. Abut Hasnai, who is also the problems in Bangladesh. He had ra- 

(BNPlis well as with an Indian imalU* chief of Dacca city unit of the ruJihg ceivtd special commando training 
gence agency. BMP. and Bahlul Majnoon Cfaunnu, under the supervision of the Research 

Some observers here feel there Is a laneml secretary of th* BaniUdefb and Asilyslt Wing (RAW) at Dehra 

link between the arrest of notorious Student League (Pailu-Chunnu Dun. Capt.Begof the Indian Army had 

hoodlum Imdadul Huq Imdu, allegedly group), which enjoys the suppon of conducted the (reining, 

responsible for e number of murders> Abdur Ranak. They were to eaecute Uequai also talkeo about ipeclal 

earlier in February from the official the plan in the early hours of 21 links with the ruling party's youth 
residence of the then youth minister, Febr^ry oear the ceotral Shabeed front organisation. Judo Dal. and said; 

Abul Keshem, and these arrests. Presi- Miner kj throvring a hand grenade at "We help etch other in operaeiqnB." 

dent Abdus Sattar bad suddenly dis> the Mayor and gunning down Chunnu. Both uaouat and Hannan were 
solved his 42-member council of minis- The Independent English-language arrested earlier in 1978 carrying rwo 
ters an 11 February evenioL only tvro daily, Ntw Naooti, alio published • revolvers, but were released on ball in 

days alter Imdu's arrest (Svwday, 28 smuiar story. 1980- Hannan was arrested again in 

February}. According to Liaquat's confessioniJ i9M for his involvement in a roMiery 

Kaihem, who is the president trf the statement, be wajiced to leave Bang- and was released on bail later, 
powerful Jitiyatahedi Jubo Oil <JJD); ladcsh for West Germany in 1941, but However, Jubo Dal president Abul 
the youth front of the BNP. was Mn Wajed persuaded him to stay. Kashem and general secretary Baifur 
arrested a day after his exit from the "She assured me Ibat she would buM Rahman described Liaquat's confei* 
last cabinet for giving shelter to a up all cases against me,” be was sional statement as a "conspiracy." 

wanted criminal, but was released on qtioted as saying. They asserted that the Jubo Dal had 

bail soon after. According to these reports, the Lia- no connection with any member of the 

Ina 20 hour raid on Thunday-Friday ouit-Hannao group was involved in terror group. 

(18-19 February), the police arrested m bomb blast to the Dacca University In -a similar rtatefflent. Sheikh 
IS persons from three different areas campus on the era of the recent Datxa Selim, MP, a nephew of the late 

of the city after gun battles. Those University Central Students' Union Sheikh Mujib and the editor of Bengali 

arrested included tour known leaders el«ctiops> and hurling grenades at the daily 84/igUr Ban/, has described the 
of the Student League (Jelal-Jahangir residence of Mr Raoak. the Student confessions published m the press as a 
group), the student front organiaatiM League (Faxlu-Chunmi group) office "conspiratorial campaign •" He said 
^ the Awami League and supported and the procession of the IslanlChhat- the published oevrs items were "total- 
^ League chief, Mrs Hasina Wajed. ra Shibir. Ibey wart also involved in ly orchestrated, false, baseless and 
the four leaders—Hannan, Liaquai, the enlosioas at the first public meet- me ivated. The iatareited quarters are 
Ekramuddoula and Faslur Rahman Ing of former PresideBt Khondkar trying to tarnish the image of the 
Mantb—were wanted by the police in Mushtaoue Ahmed in Dacca after his Bangabandhu's damditar ana myself.” 
a number of cases of murder, robbery, release from jail on 23 May 1980. Nine However, the cominissioner of the 
possession of unaothMSsed arms and parsons, indudiAg a oewspaper repor- Dacca metropolitan police told this 

rioting ter, were killed in those axpiosiotu. correspondent over telephone that 

Another student league—Faslu- Apart from political murders and ter- perhaps some "resourceful" reporteiv 
Chunnu group—is supponed by the rohsa, these people also forcibly col- were present during the initial inter- 
Awami League general secretary, lected funds from sbopownera and rogation and wrote their own st^es. 
Abdur Ranak. who is still known to businessmen of the city. Ibey were He confinnad that whatever appeared 
effectively control the party organise- coUecring Tqka SdMW per month from in the press was, by and large, based 
don. The Awami League chairman and various travel agents and a fixed on the confenional steiemems 
the general secretary lead two roam acnount ranging from Taka 500 to ft will take some more tine before a 

rival groups of the party. S,000 a month, from various shopow- dear picture emerges. But these 

But FisJur Rahman Msmtu. accord- ners. The group's main leader, known arrests are likely to create a deep and 
ing to (he largely circulated mdcjpen- u Auranga, wanted in a number of lasting impact In the normal function- 
dant daily Ittafaq, u an Indian citisen. criminal cases, is now living in Cakut- ing of the political parties, belonging 
His name is M|nru Saha and ha waa ta with a Mr Sen. No furtW details both to tne government and the 
living in Calcutta at 49, South Tangra about him ware given. opp^tion. 







Sha^^rcury&Casino Nepal present 

6oaltee 5tir prise 

Rs.999 gives you 3 nights of luxury and 
excitement plus Rs.900 in free casino coupons. 


Kathmandu like you never had it before 

It s the perfect getaway to a foreign land No passports. No visas. No foreign 
exchange needed Cn|^ ) niehis and 4 days or hin in the comfort and li^ry of 
(he SoMtee Oberd Kathmarrou sonlyS'StardeluxehoteMrhacASinoattached 

Listed in Harpers S. Queen's presMious irMernaiiorwkI guide. The Best 
Horefs tn the World~. the Soaltee Oberol Is aH youts. In a never'before deluxe 
pacl^e. put together by In^ s leading travel agents And handled in Nepal by 
tverest Express and Yeti Travels 


With big discounts on lA and RNAC Ar>d super intemanonal shopping bargains. 


Only Rs. 999 per person twith 2 persons sharing a room. 
Srngle occupaixy — Rs. IB40 


* Rs. 900 in free caisino coupons 

* Up to 2 children urxler 12 free. 

* Free transportadon airport/hotel/airporf. 

* Two deluxe Vi day sightseeing tours. 

* Specif infants' nursery. 

* Children s recreation area. 

* filrt> sho^ and library. 

* Free tennis and swinvning. 

Al pnces tndkatcd <*re in inbw\ currency and liKlude taxes 

Insbt ofi enioy^ng Kathmandu inOberol style. 

Hotel 

Soaltee Oberoi 

lifted as one of the world's best hotels. 


Contact your travel agem today Or cai ycur rvarest Sna, Mercury or Oecroi reseoaaon ornce 
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S OUTH AFRICAN TOUR 

English players strike 
cricket a death blow 


Londoa: On the eveninc of 26 Febru¬ 
ary only 36 .hour! before the news of 
Boycott's team's trip to South Africa 
was confirmed, and when the fie el 
touches to the piracy were, perhaps, 
being given, George Mann aM Donald 
Carr of the English Test end County 
Cricket Board (TCCB) were at cock¬ 
tails with the Indian deputy con* 
missioner, Mr Pushkar Jphm. Anyone 
meetina them at the function could 
hardly nave discerned agy anadeiv on 
their faces, let alone discomfort. As It 
later transpired, at that stage they 
were still trying their level Mst to 
dissuade the pleyers from undenaking 
the tour. But lo no avail. In retrospect, 
the mistake they might have commit¬ 
ted was not to inform the government. 
The British sport minister and the 
foreiin office would possibly have 
failed, anyway, if they bad tried to 
stop them. Yet. a little more pressure 
could havp been brought to Mar on 
the *r«be1a* Not only dots the cricket¬ 
ing world find Itself confronted with 
the gravest ever threat to its tradition- 
il exiiience. but a boycott of the 
Commonwealth games in Brisbane by 
third world countries looms large on 
the horiioa if no retaliatory action Is 
taken agalnsi Boycott and his 'tirty 
dosen * (New Zealand’s future in crick¬ 
et in relation to the non-wbite couih 
trits is In jeopardy In any case, for the 
African nations have already 
threatened to withdraw frboi the Bris¬ 
bane tames If the Kiwis take part.) 

So, let us scrutinise bow and wl^ 
Boycott and his band stepped onto ch^ 
wrong tide of convention. And what 
(he consequences are likely to be- The 
backvound is reasonably simple: the 
apermid government In South Africa 
have striven for long to confer a cloak 
of reipectabili^ to t|wir abt^nable 
system by inviting end advenulng the 
presence of top sportsman end women 
rrem overnes. In the past ten years, 
amid growing isolation, this effort has 
been further augmented, with big 
business controlled by the white 
minority taking a hand in boosting the 
endeavour. Initially, the South African 
cricket union, in the hope of readmis- 
tlon into the intemacianal cricket coa- 
fereDca» was unwilling v> be e party to 
this policy. In fact, the union protfes' 
ted towards a partiid integration m the 
various communities within their 
setup. But lately, having realised that 
retntry into the international 
framework was out of the tjuestion, 
their attitude has been to tacitly en¬ 
dorse the govenmeot strategy. The 

C ih haa, thus, been to approve of the 
ring of laadini eriuetari from 
abroad with handsome rewards. 

The anampi to conjure i.p a team of 
Intamational calibre to pr.rtake In un¬ 


official Tests with South Africa has 
been in motion for nearly 17 months. 

As soon as Boycott returned from 
India, two agents, Peter Cooke (34) the 
managing director of a Johannesburg 
record company, and Martin Locke, 
(42k a freelance sports comiaentet^. 
who finally pulled it off. were on to tbe 
Yorkshirtmen without much delay. 
And. so, the ball was set rolling. 

There are ccoflictint reports about 
whit went on in Indu while the En> 
glishmen w e re still there. One report 
suggests that e couple of London swici- 
tors w e r e actualv in Bangalore to 
ekplaiB the assignment to the tourists. 
But Fletcher maintsins he knew nt^ 
thing about the happeniagi on this 
score until be gM back to England and 
was actually wered the captaincy in 
South Africa for a sum oi £4^000. 
Botham’s re^onse. then, was an une¬ 
quivocal *no*, and the same kind of 
rtection Is saM to have emanated from 
Willis and Oow«. Indeed, it was e bit 
of e cloak-aiMl-dagger exercise on the 
part of Masers CMkt end Locke 
biding behind pillars at London air¬ 
port lo order to avoid being spotted by 
any of TCCB of ficiais present when the 
teem returned home. Eventuelly, 
Cooke ellegedly did a *iour of Britain* 
to get the contracts signed by the 
twelve crickatars- 
Money has playad an overwbalmuig 
role In this coup d'etat. Na reliable 
figures have yet oeen announced, ^t 
the likelibooo is. each player stands to 

K in betvrwo £30,000 to £50,000 tax 
« for just a month’s cricket. Also, 
what seems to have escaped moet 
observers caught in the frensy of con¬ 
demning the twelve crickete^ is that 
this Is unlikely te be an *oii-oR* ven¬ 
ture. but the ivst of many such tours. 
Odierwisf it would have oeen foolish 
of Gooch, who could have ceptetned 
England in the hoc too distant future, 
and Emburey to accept. 

The quesuoD that arises is. is there 
any way the TCCB can censure the 
twelve (there is likely to be a thir- 
taemh) es p ec ially bMause dWy were 

Goodi;e»prsiA oi tko ceasroTarsMf ream 



among the huge list of county cricke- 
teri warned about the risks of playing 
in South Africa with an international 
standard side? The TCCB ire unlikely 
to explain the reason for dropping, say 
Goocn, from the-side, and they are not 
obliged to do so, anyway. This cannot 
be challenged by anyone, not even in 
ceurt. But where the English author¬ 
ities might find themselves in a bit of a 
legal tangle is with respect to uphold¬ 
ing the demand by the Indian (.ricket 
BMrd tbai none m (be twelve should 
feature in county matches against In¬ 
dia this summer Cricket is every coun¬ 
ty cricketer’s bread, and butter, and 
removidg them from county squads 
could amount to restricting tt^e prac¬ 
tices. At Jeast. this vras verdict in the 
High Court Mr# when the Packer 
pliers appealed against their sack¬ 
ing. Lltimnely. they had to be re- 
tamed by their respMiive counties. 

However, a move Is afoot to disbar 
(he erriAgtwelve from first class crick¬ 
et in £n£ud. and spearheading this 
campaign is the chairman of the North- 
ampehire county cricket club. Peter 
Arnold, rvro of whose players, Wayne 
Larkins and Peter Willey are among 
the twelve. But Mr Arnold first needs 
majority support in the general b^y 
meeting of the TCCB, and then • 
clearance from legal advisers attached 
to Lord! to put tut into effect. 

Also under a cloud are the creden¬ 
tials of the British government. The 
l^ime Miiiister hefa. Mrs Mhrgaret 
Thatcher, crossly disa^ointed the 
House of tommons, and the more 
enlightened section of the populace 
with a rather aoaamk statement on 
the state of affairs. Where she was 
expected to unreservedly disapprove 
of tht behaviour of the twalve piivers, 
she took refuge In only being able to 
uphold the Gleneagles ngrMmant *by 
persuasion,'* and stating that Bn- 
tain was a frae country, and so the 
goventment could not restrict travel 

This was after she was reported to 
be "extremely an^* and in agrae- 
ment with the xeeling that the 
Gleneagles spirit had bm ruptured 
the previous day. Not surprisin^v, the 
Comotons remarks were severely re¬ 
primanded In a leader of tho opposi¬ 
tion, Mr Micfiact Foot, and the leader 
of the liberal party, Mr David Steele, 
u wall as by ner former sport minis¬ 
ter, Mr Hector Munro. 

However, on 3 March Mrs Thatcher 
took a firm stand on the issue. In a 
written reply to a question in Parlia¬ 
ment, the British Prime Minister 
stated that the tour was likely to 
endanger multiracial international 
cricket and could adversely affect the 
financial structure of Ei^iri) cricket. 
But even as British foreign secretary, 
Lort Canington, aovisen rbe (ricke 
tars again It playing in South Africa, 
tiu controversial team reached Pre¬ 
toria and the match began. Said Peter 
Cooke, tbe manager of the English 
side, At players were bound by con¬ 
tract to complata the (oui and can be 
sued under English law if they do not 
fulfil (he deal 
AAiaflty 
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GEM FOR 
THE 
MONTH 


AQUAMARINE is said to be 
the birthstone for March. 
Light blue, blue or blue- 
green. its hardness on Mohs' 
scale is 7.5^8. It symbolises 
hope. 


Indian Bank-the gem for all 
seasons, by all reasons 


Banking symbolises rnoney Money helps build 
fortunes of individuals, organisations and 
nations As an Agent of Change. Indian Bank 
provides money for productive needs and also 
bardiing service for ah kmds of transactions. 

At Indian Bank, your standing instructions for 
payment of rent, premium, transfer of funds or 
other periodic payments are carried out promptly 
Your cheques, dividend warrants, pension 
payments, are collected. 

Indian Bank's specialised Department for Credit 
Assistance to Weaker Sections has many schemes 
for financing self-employment at concessionel 
rates of interest Small Industries. Agriculture and 
Exports receive special attention and preferred 
treatment. 

For your savings to grow rapidly, Indian Bank 
has many convenient schemes tailored to vour 
specific need^ 


Indian Bank 

Ifelps build your fortune 

NOW STUDDED IN PLATINUM 


AOWAv^na/ie’rs'e 












Telescopic spectadesizi 

Alter reedinc about tbe *'Wooder 

S lei" {Good Nows 24 Jaouarr) 
d by tbe US doctor, WUlios 
om, t>r Ashok Sethi ol Delhi, 
an optician who medalUea in contact 
lenSi partial bliudneu and lenaes, hu 
written to us about the special spec* 
tacles he has designed They hare tele¬ 
scopic lenses basM oo tbe Galinean 
telescopic octem of leniai. A projec¬ 
tion of 50/S0 mm in tbe shape of a cone 
is fitted to the spectacle frame. These 
telescopic spectacles are meant for 
those whose visions retoein subnormal 
even with eUsses oo. Ibe drawbeck of 
this type m spectacles Is that tht field 
of view is smaller thto that of the 
normal spectacles. 

50 years of service 
by children! i 

The All Kerala Bala Jana Sakhyam, 
Asia's largest childrens arpaisatieo. 
founded aad nin bv Kcrala’i leediag 
daily Malayafe Moftcrtao, recently 
completed its golden jubilee Tbe 

C ibilee celebrations were inaugurated 
y President Saniiva Reddy. It was Mr 
K. C. Manuatn MappiUai, the gratkd 
old man of Melayalam journalism, who 
took the lead in forming this orgaoisa-' 
(ion which is now guided by his son Mr 
K. M. Mathew, chief editor of MeJayale 



Presidtni Stnjiy* Roddy aiaufuntiaf 
tho golden juUlae celebracfoa 


MtnormM. The Sakhyan has as its 
motto “we serve" and its oemben are 
taught that their role in sodecy is to 
“codStruci and not to destroy." Tbe 
organisation has branches throughout 

Kerali.MemOcnagedbetwceasbi and 

eighteen take an active pvt ia.build- 
ing homes fw poor lamiliet and in 
relM work during times of calamidv. 
The Sakbyam regularly provides text 
books and clothv to poor children. 
Among those who got their first les* 
sons in social coosoousness from the 
Sakhyam ve Mr C. M. Stephen, union 
minister of eommufucatiotit, and Mr P. 
C. Alexander, priadpel secretary to 
the Prime Minimr. while ieeugurat* 
ing the golden jubilee celebraoons, 
tbe President celled for mere such 
orgaaiudens to the country 



Rustomji-Parkinson 
make it easy i - 


Ten books to the managemrni-made- 
easy series and four mks in the 
family series written by the populv 
Rustonjl'Pvkinson team has been 
sold 10 package publishers in a very 
attractive deel. The packege pu^ 
lishcfs will prim about half a million 
copies of eech book in the series end 
sell them in bulk to various Mher 
pubUshert who deal with books writ¬ 
ten to English. Nortbcote Parkiaaon 
(of Pariiinson's lew fame) end M. K. 
Rvtomji heve been a great hit with 
their reedable style ano most of their 
books have become bestsellera. Three 
of their books have been published in 
Jipanese and some will soon be pub- 
liahed to tbe United States and Bri* 
tain. Even communist countries like 
Csecboslovakia and Bulgaria have 
bought publication rights tor some of 
the Rustomji-Parkinson books. Mr 
Rustomji has also written a book (to 
be released soon) on the managcmeot 
of health in association with the re* 
nowoed South African heart surgeon, 
Dr Christian Bamhard, who pioneered 
heart tran^ant operations. 

Food for TN childrens 

An embttwut Rs tOO cnre project to 
feed poor children b et w e en me ages of 
two and ten has been envisaged ^ tbe 
TamJ Nadu gcremiaent. The project 
involves providing nidday meals to 
this sebtioD of school chudres. Tbe 
American agency CARE is also ea* 
pected to be iavmved m this project 
and wUlsuimW wheat and soyabean oil 
Each meal will cost 30 paise and 
almost 80 lakh children are expected 
to benefit from this scheme. The Tamil 
Nidn eovenuDent has proposed i 
aeries m cbanges in the tax stnicture 
to generate funds for the project. 

MP to grow more 

firawnori r 3 

The Madhya Pradesh govvnmeni tav 
lai|ilched an ambitious proiM to plant 
fireword trees over 90^000 hectares 
througbout the steta^ The union gov 
cmaent will meet SO per cent of the 
cost The target is to ^ant one crore 
sixty lakh trees. The seedlings will be 
supptitd free to the villagers and the 
pluttog will generate employment for 
seven] lakhs of them. 


Documentary on 
blindnessi- 


A noted eye surgeon of Calcutta. Dr I. 
S. Roy. has produced and directed a 
documentary film on the vi^ually 
hartdicapM(f, “Tamoso Ma Jytuirfiii- 
moyo.” This lb-minute ducumentarx 
focuses on the various aspects of blind 
ness, how the bUnd should be rehabiU' 
tated ihe possible ways of curing blind¬ 
ness and tbe need for more eye bank.s. 
The government of West Bet^al 

E anted Rs S,n00 for the film. Dr Roy 
s requested all voluntary organisa¬ 
tions and government departments to 
organise snows of this documentary 
throughout the country 


Award winnersd 


The Bombay monthly Society has 
selected Ashwini Serin, deputy chief 
reportv of the Indion Exprons, New 
Delhi, as the 'Journalist of the year, 
(ISBli for showing “an incUoation fat 
the kind of stones which are well 
researched Kathing exposes.'' The 
panel of judges specially mentioned 
tht Kamla story m which Sarin ex¬ 
posed the plight of women who were 
sold in the flesh market. He “bought" 
a girl called Kamle to prove his story, 
p^aps the first such instance in the 
nistory of Indian journalism. “I am 
very hippy to be nominated without 



Astwioi $oria: scMthing exposes 


even seodiog in ray applicatioo.” 
reavted Sarin. 

Another Bombay magvlne Gonth 
men has selected Arun Shourie, execu¬ 
tive editor of the lodian Exjjross, and 
Bhirubhai Ambani of Reliance Tex¬ 
tile as tbe ‘Ootlemen of (he yev' 
(1981). Tbis was the second annual 
poll conducted by Gontlomon amongst 
iis readers. Last year's winnei was 
Khalid Anstri, publisher-editor of 
tort s wee k , Wtd-oay and fnquihb. Mr 
Snourie bas been honoured for 
“pioneering a new style of investiga¬ 
tive joumuism and for his fearless, 
crusading exposes.* Mr Ambani ro- 
ceivet his award “in recognition of the 
phenoroensi growth of his company“ 
which has recorded a whopping 22,000 
per cent growth rate in 19 years. 
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Sigh! 

Why do some faces 
excite you so much? 






\ t / 


\. / I \ 


n IS the Quana dooii tead (w netis 
in love nwt' ire stats K is ihc wild cNeirY tree 
wafiing in the summer breeze ll 1$. simpty. 
wbai pleases lAe eye and rre heart 
Naiine has bagfuls ol it Mar and ootecis 
have n too. the HMT Quaru Amkq watch 
Wear one and yog II have triends taking 
your haiKl and ooh'ing it R gmates gasos 0 
adiriiation Irom even strangers and you'll have 
people caught m ndstiide. eyes traiefned 
onto you wnsi 01 course, rt also generates on 
other thing pieny of emeraio green enry^ 



ractonn 

Banoaiorfiiaiii* Sfina^ar 
T^mkur 



’ Wl lAdHCa flw wdefl rwro^ ml in largest nuntw 
<4 (MU •alttia in Uc coiitty 
*MiMiOi*uAnn>qMicnn mcmufaiino M latest 
« Uearw raiJi teemokOT ateactwaMU 
! ibSKzMspelironm 

* iWI Quwtr Analog «aim% aie leaed and passed 
Dy ee Ouahry Cnnuoi dnsnneiK and guafanuoi > lut 
' 72 WtywBMl conpanv nned sewn emes 
Ml HUT aut0<sed sa«s and senna omas 
apwft a^ M me coumry 


QUARTZ 






Witch DIvUlOA 


If you've the inclination, 
we’ve the exact timel 


TIrTMketperi 10 
the Netion 


b<M«rHMT-«»1l04.e2 







THE WORLD 


Taiaq not recognised 
in Britain 


Giscard starts 
from scratch 


Th« borne office's 

decision hoc ig recogntso di¬ 
vorce by tuS$q bet placed (be 
furore of Nasira Begun in 
eopardy. Sbe had married 


. fil l» jA n® ♦Tm \ 


when ihe marriage broke 
down she was threatened with 
deponalion since her resi¬ 
dence in Britain was depeit* 
deni on her scacus as A/aars 
wife. The homa office also felt 
that her marriage had been 
one of conyemence. The home 
office, however, suddenly 
changH iis stand and fflaih* 
tamed that since Afsal’s di¬ 


vorce by ralad to his firac wtfe 
in PakistaA wea ooi valid, he 
was in no poahion to many 
Nasira ie the first piece. 
Nasire's appeal agaiasi the 
deportation on (beat grotinda 
was upheld by the Immigra¬ 
tion Appeal Triboaal and (he 
hoM twlice allowed her to 
remain in BniaiA indeftauiely. 
But her appUcatioB for Bn(ish 
ciiiceaship h«a recently beta 
lurned down by the Briti^ 
home Mcretary, who has rm 
fused to aecep< The Tribunal's 
ruling lit does not provide an 
autboritative precedcnt> 


Sihanouk and 
Sampan unite 


their deep enmity to torwi a 
coal i lion. The prince, who was 
overthrown in IB70 when the 
Peking-hacked Khmer Keuar 
seued potver and was held 
under house arrest by them, 
had previously accused the 
Khieu Sam pen regime of man 
murder. Sampan end Siha¬ 
nouk hope that former Prime 
Miniuer Son Sana will iois 
ibe (oahiioa. The coeUdon 
WkU be based on the Khmer 
Rouge instil oCioM but the 

E rince has made il clear that 
is faction will net adhere to 
the Maniiac ideology of (hr 
Khmer Rouge 


to form e 



h/m<> Suf^nJoui 

In a bid to drive ihe Viet 
namese nut of Kampuchea, 
ihv Khmer Rouge leader, 
Khieu Sampan, and former 
head of state, Prince Nor> 
dom Sihanouk, have buried 



Pomer French President 
Valecy Gbcard d’Estaii^ has 
started in right earnest bis 
effort to make a comebeck on 
the national political scene by 
siaading for election to his 
local county council, Mr Gis- 
card, SB, seeks to remesent 
bis home district of Chame- 
lierei in (he cantonal elec- 
tioBS on 14 March. This is 
seen as his bid to build up a 
pewar base from (he lowest 
nuig. Some of Mr Giacard's 
parly workers hive celled tbit. 
• "breve* attempt while 
oibera think it an "undlgiu* 
fled* thing for a former Presi¬ 
dent U he wins e couoeil seat, 
he will campeign for the Puy- 
de-DoiBt aepartmenT and 
(ben fight the nuinlclptl coun¬ 
cil elections in the hope of 
becoming a mayor. 


Mora Afghan 


» •* t ' i ^ - 


Vietnam to help find 
missing US soldiers 


Afghao rvfugaes in PaJdi- 
taa art on the increase. Dur¬ 
ing Janoary the figure rose 
from 2.) ■dlioo to 2.B millioo. 
The UN High Commission for 
Refugees f^HCR) bad made 
plans to giva all help in camp 
to 2.1 millioB and provide 
food to eootber 400,0w->che 
biggest refugee operation 
ever mounted by this orga- 
nisariori. 


Ihe United States and Viet¬ 
nam haw agreed to search 
(or 2.S00 American service¬ 
men missing in action during 
the Vietnam war. This agree¬ 
ment was reached after, the 
visit of Mr Richard Arnutage, 
deputy assistant secretary of 


defence, the seoMreiost Pen¬ 
tagon official to visit Vietnara 
since the war. Vietnamese 
officials however explained 
that the agreement was oo 
condition that (he United 
Slates would not pulitkaUy 
exploit the nsae. 


Miss ‘‘Insatiable’ 


Pleasure shoy! AH those who 
bemoaned the abdication of 
porn queeo Linda Lovelace 
can welcome (he arrival of 
Marilyn Chambers who Menu 
more than capable of ste^ 
ping into Linda's, well, 
nothingness. There is even a 
direct link between the two. 
Line's fonner husband end 
manager, Chuck Tra^or. is 
now managar of hurilyn's 


"affairs.” There the siaailanty 
ends. Nobody is fooling 
Marilyn out of Mr aotsav. She 
has got percentage cuuses 
written into all the contracts 
of her ruccesiful films. She 
elso has a good pedipoe and 
an inpaccable New uglaiwl 
background. How good u her 
anTfier latest film faaariaWe 
IS said to be "(be adult film 
claMic of (he Eighties. * 


Slrhan to 
testify 

Siriian Bishara Sirbao, the 
convicted assassin of Roben 
Kennedy will lesdfy oo his 
own beuK before e parole 
board which is aeeimg o 
coDsider caAcelUng bis ache- 
dulad parole in I9M. 

Tonth brigades 
lo Zimbabwe 

Bimbabweans, be t ween the 

ages M 12 and 30. era to be 
fonoed into youth bripdes. 
Their duties will include 
wetebing anii-eovernment 
dissidents and external 
•ggressert as wall u commun- 
ity work-^wh as rmd and 
bndgt canamictlon. They will 
also recatve weapoos train- 

iAg 


Vatican 
nticlaar shaltar 

The Vetican euihorltiei 
have decided to build en 
underground library to pro¬ 
tect tneir invalueble coDec- 
tioo of manusenptt from dcs- 
(rucrlDB In case of e nuclear 
anack. Tbe nuclear shelier 
will be in (be eocloied cour¬ 
tyard of (he present library 
building vrhi^ has 70.000 
manuscripti. 1,000 scrMli end 
more then ooe million books 

Ian Smith*# 
party splits 



The sU-white Rhodesian 
Froat led by former Prime 
Minister Ian Smith has split 
and facet a probable dissolu- 
tkMi as more than half of its 20 
MPs bave decided to quit. The 
disteosion in the perry has 
been provoked by moderate! 
who foel thet ine front no 
longer represents the In- 









GfflE SlINIW \?4FIETr SE4?nOM 



(lOlHUSut 


A Mrt from cauaiiu f«mi* 
AAly probloms for Jay a 
Bachcnan, Rekha also 
causes heartburns lor direc* 
tors a lid producers. RKent- 
ly Rek ha overdid her pan 
Resuh: iiutani banishment 
from the good books of 
XeraA44na/id. When Mr 
Anand found that be couJd 
DOT tolerate Rekha any 
more and that she was giv- 
ing him a lot of problems 
with dates fur his film, Re$- 
inaaa. he chose Zeendt. 

D o you k now that Kumar 
BuntyCauravltanan 
who loves many» aianv wls. 
And why not? After all. ne ia 
young, handsome and a itv 
on the rile. But inipite of all 
hU social]sing he still takas 
hi I old flame. Vyayefe,our. 
A pparant ly»his love for her 
has not died ..not yet. 


aihabmM: Ms t^eoerow 

^amafahesan sianed it 
Aallbyleaneebiswifa 
d o wn Sourh. But he bed an 
edvaais^e: be could play 
with his co< stars, I ha female 
ones I mean, to bis heart's 
content (but not to his wife's 
who threatened the Bonbey 
ladies with a 'l<eave him or 
else, .'k However, now some 
one has reversed the trend 
She is none other that Pakis* 
tini ectms. Ms Safme 
Agha. She has crossed the 
bvder to.make acareer in 
Hindi filM. RuBourcity, 
that Bombay is. has alr^y 
started e new one about Ms 
Agba. Wags (he tongues. 
eM quite openly at (hat: 
Salma ji has a mian 
where in ^kistaa He is 
waiting for his brbrto malie 
It big in Bonbey so that be 
can gel a mehold to start 
business with India. Best of 
luck to both, and that 
should be a hut to 
ciaai of both couBthes to 
cement friendsliips. 

Salma Aght; paving the 
way Ar mian aiAab 


ave you ever bamrd of a 
filmtrar? Nav- 
er, said my knowledgeable 

C nalist fnend in nombay. 

believe it w not it is 
trae. There is someone who 
is genonnu and diaritable. 
Mat I rake clus oppommity 
and present (he one and 
only good one among the 
filmsian of Bombay: Ms 
Shabana Aval The story 
goes that one night a besi^ 
lant keock was beard on tbe 
door of Ms Ami's Jubu fUi. 
When tbe door w« opened 
who did Shabaoi see but a 
berried and troubled young 
girl witb only one iatenilon 
on her mind: naking it big 
on tbe Boeibw fibn scene. 
Her name is fWp# Ram 
The grapevine is agog with 
the news that Ms Ami is 
aoiagall out to push Ms 
liani up tbe cutthroat, rat- 
race ladder 


hWbduiaii. fighsiiM elf arts 

A od have you beard of 
Aihe recent fight be* 
(ween Kufbhiisaft JCharbao. 
abend fight composer 
Veeni Devgan? luring a 
party, the light composer 
was heard ordering Kulbhu* 
sen to bend down and roach 
Papa Rai Kapoor 'a feet. 
Though tor what reason no 
one knows. Kulbhusan, 
being the mature actor that 
be is did not like tbe idea at 
lU. He refused (o do any 
sudi thing Within a flm 
there was a Fight worthy of 
filming. I hear it was with 
meat diffirulty (hat Rai 
itapQor separated them. 

fueled ienne Manorama 
Vi'seemt to be a iinsed 
per^ in the film induirry. 
While other art isles have 
5Jm ini A the limelight after 
•«e or iwtf fflais, die r«* 
mains io the shadows even 
■her haviag done SOO films 
h is not her fan It, for Man- 
orama is not publicity shy; 
but tbe faulr of some film, 
writers wbe have not 
(hougbi <d giving her more 
iniportaiice. 


P roducer RabfV seems to 
have an unioiie flair for 
making successful femako. 
^ powerful is his magic 
touch that sometimes ihe 
remakes turn out lu be mure 
successful than the urtKinal 

films. At the momeni, the 
pniducer is busy wi i h i he 
remake of PrenahisheA«rin 
and the Tamil remake of the 
Malmbm film, hhihasam. 
The tamil remake is tilled 
Thoerpii w ith $iva )i and Sii 
btAamthe lead rules. In 
cidcnialiv, Balaji is one of 
those rui v producers wh<i 
(I nishr* h i\ f ilms vxac i ly tin 
H'hedulo. 

L . V, hos.idseems lobe 
ihc wonder piuJucer of 
(hefilm mduHiry Not only 
has he made a murk in the 
industry as a producer (Kk 
Duja Rt.iyr ijiiit lie was 
also a reputed act<ir, imee 
upon a lime He ai ted with 
disiinciion in ihr Tamil film 
fCehdawand m the Telugu 
films Afam Are and flhakrii 
Prahabda 

I nspiie of his suaniig repo 
lation as the greatest pro 
ducer director, u<.tui and 
tcroenpUy writer, ShaAv 
araja continues tti be a very 
humble man. He never best, 
tales lugive credii where ii 
is due. According to him, his 
wife Pravaana, hii brother, 
Baku and a gamut uf assis 
tan is have contributed a 
great deel in his success. 

I s 1C R.Vi/ava under the 
delusion Ihat she is a fru 
gile young damael of siitceo 
with an hourglaM figure? 
Apparently she is, if one js 
to come to a cmicIusIoo from 
her refuse! to lake up a 
moiher'srole. In the Tamil 
remake of Theerpu, produc* 
er Ba/a;i wanted her to act 
with 5tva;i. But she de* 
dined because she had to 
play mother lo Sharar Babu 
and Vijay Kumar 

T he liMlo success that has 
come her way seems to 
have gone straight to Vijaya 
SAanrAi's head Her biggest 
(rump card was that she was 
introduced hv fihAcyaraja. 
She has al ready »iacied 
throwing tantruens. da* 
mouring for chicken 
brnyanis in the afternoon 
and of file, i\ petulantly 
demanding aircondiiioned 
make up rooms end even 
aircunditiuneJ can to take 
heriothesiudin. 
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FATEHGARH: The tIS <iowik lUapur- 
EMfU) jwtwnffr train of the North* 
Eaacem Kiihvay wes deteined at the G> 
T. Roed croitini of Gumhai^j town 
of this district on Tuesday <16 rebniary) 
when • local MP elle^edlv parked his 
jeep OR the railway tracK. A railway 
fOMesman said Mr Chhotcy $in|h 
vedav, MPf got annoyed by tM cabin 
man's refusal to open the gate at the 
railway craning and got his amed 
bodyguard to opMaie some levers which 
brought the train to a halt Mr Yadav 
then parked hia Jeep in the middle of 
the track. The trim was detained for 41 
Dinutea. according to the railway re* 
corde—fodjaa Etpftu (Amlen Paliyral. 
Agra) 

HAMIRPUR: A Mung devotee offered 
his tongue to please goddess Kali in 
Kashav rillaga In Jalaun distria on 
Sunday (14 Februa^). Earlier, the vilU* 
gers had organiaed a nahdyagyt and 
prayan. from 5 to IS Fabru^ in the 
temple. The young mart, beloMing to 
Rempuri village in BhJnd diatrict. vrho 
was one of m ptr^ipaats, cut his 
tongue and offerM it to the deit]^ 
Wnduiran rimes (On Prakesh Handa, 
Hataribagh) 

DHAPfSAD: Eight armed robbers vrera 
arrested by Dhanbed police after a brief 
but fierce shootout in a housing board 
•parnoant on the Dhanbad*Barwe road. 
Among the arrested were tvro highly 

E laced engineers of the public sector 
Karat <^iag Coal limited (BCCLh 
one of them qualified in this year’s IAS 
preliminary examination. Four were 
bard'Core interstate dacoits—/ndxexi 
Afaeion (K. P. Lall, Patna) 

NEW DELHI: Is t foreign hand also 
responsible for the grora in India’s 
potation? "Ara we all that incompe¬ 
tent that even for this there is need for a 
foreign hand,” Dr Subramaniam Swamv 
(Janata) ask^ amid laughter in the Lek 
Sabha today (19 Februap^)—Hindustan 
Timts (Rajan Verma, Siodrii Bihar) 

GURDASPUR: A marriage party, which 
had gone from Cheala Sabora village in 
Pathankot sub division to Baroii village, 
returned without a bride although all 
marriage rites had been complete. A 
dispute aroH whan some persons of the 
marriage party teased a few girls of the 
village duriag a bhangrt. Healed ei* 


ghang f followed tod iho bride's father 
refuaod to aead his dmi^ter with the 
brldayooiB The bus earning the dowry 
articlea was unloaded—J^ao Express 
(R. K. Kapoor, ChaDdigarh) 

TRIVANDRUM: The aon*lPS InteUi- 
geocc Bureau staff opened an iocom* 
Meta buUding 4S asiantes before the 
director of Intalbgtnct. Mr T. V. Ra* 
jeihwar, aiiived to ofhdaliy declare it 
^en. The geMraJ secreciry of the IB 
employees association, Mr Joseph 
Rainaoy who had been dismiss^ from 
scrvke, cut a pinh ribbon to open the 
bnildia^nmca of btdiM (Mn P. Santa, 
New Delhi) 

BOMBAY: A TV aflaouacement for ur¬ 
gent blood donation at 9.4S pm and 
lO.tO pm yesterday (10 FeWuary) 
caused confusion at the Bombay Hospit¬ 
al blood bank. Following the appeal, a 
large number of people, rushed to the 
ho^ital to donate blood. They were, 
however, asked to return home bv the 
hospital authorities—the reason oeing 
that the announcement wu made wiil^ 
out their knowledge—Ttmes of India 
(Anand R. Deshpeode, Solapur) 

VISAKHAPATNAW: *Mr T AnjaUh U 
the President of India, and Queen Eli¬ 
sabeth Is the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain.” Theae are some of the asto* 
nishing answers wntien by the candi¬ 
dates who appeared for the BA second 
year politics examination of Andhra 
University recently. One student wrote 
that tba Indian constirution was framed 
during USS and another student men- 
timiett the name of Mr Avula Sambasiva 
Rao as the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court. Two student! mentioned Mr 
Brahmananda Raddy as the President of 
India and Mr.Sanjiva Reddy as the 
present Andhra Pradesh chief minis¬ 
ter—f/idian Express (Vinod Sethi, 
Bombay) 

BOMBAY: ladiao Airlines does only not 
Dy but also follows the bus formim of 
*st«odeas and excess loading.” Last 
Thursday (11 Febni^) the 1C 410 
Boeing was full b e tween Ranchi and 
Patna, but it ”accoiBiDodaied” soma 15 
stands. Two of the passengers Mt in 
the cockpit, four in the galley and the 
others stood in the camn and even 
toilets—Hiodustan Times (Dlpankar 
Bose, Ranchi) 

CALICUT: A nise-ineb snake was the 
emteent of an envelope dMKWiied in the 
post box near the Champurtm post 
office. The envelope, addrosed to ”tbe 
police tratirm. Cilicut* was unstamped 
and thq wriggliAg content came to the 
notice M the potiel emnlovee when it 
was about to be stampeo. Tninking it to 
be some rubber materia) the amj^oyea 
pressed the envelope and out came the 
head of the snake which was said to be 
noA'poleonoui. The poatal euihoritlM 
have refistarad a complaint with tht 
polka in this conoacoo^Indian Ex¬ 
press ($. Kah, Palgbat. Kerala) 


^Win|piff 

(The budget is) marked by lofty 
objectives but lew efforts and mea¬ 
sures—G. M. Banatwala, Muslim 
League MP 

(The budget is) a dirge for a dying 
economy—I^dli Mohan Nigam, Lok 
Dal MP 

Travel should be undertaken only 
when it is a must..-chii would be a 
welcome step in reducing over- 
crowdin^P. C. Sethi, minister for 
railways, justifying the fare hike In 
Parliament 

If ytw put in your name for going to 
the moon we will certainly consider 
Indira Gandhi to Dr Sub- 
rarneniam Swamy, during a discus¬ 
sion on the Antarctica expedition in 
the Lok Sabha 

The CPI(M) is becotnirtg an echno- 
ceniric party, identifying itself with 
the Bengali middle class ethos, as a 
champion of Bengali interests out¬ 
side West Bengal—Mohan Ram in 
the Indian Express Magazine 

We know her (Mrs Gandhi} and so 
we cannot make any iurmise—E. 
M. S. Namboodhtpad, CPKM) 
general secretary, when asked ab> 
out the timiog of the West Bengal 
polls 

I sympathise with the o^sition 
for the peculiar predicament they 
find themselves in. Even onions 
have not obliged them to shed 
tear^Mn Indira Gandhi 

Whom do you want to teach? When 

f )U were kids 1 was a politician. 

our slogan shouting won't silence 
toe—Charan Singh, to a group of 
young men at a k»an rally in Patna 



March 2 will be written in letters of 
gold in Bihar's history when the 
world's longest road bridge named 
after the world's greatest saint 

G liriciin, Mahatma Gandhi, will 
inaugurated by the world's 
most lowering staiesmon, Mrs In¬ 
dira Gandhi—Jagannath Mishri, 
chief miniitar of uhar 

The Social Democratic Party is 0 
party of Britain's white, educated, 
nervous end confused middle 
dase—Hew Stanman 
For me, merriagelia sacred institu¬ 
tion. It is marrieje thei makes e full 
man^Richita Kumar, Mils India 
IMl, quoted in Weekend Review 
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Popular playback singer, 
versatile musician and 
ghazal singer extraadinaire 


Bhupinder 


on two popular stereo IP's 



A coilection of his hrt film 
songs re-recorded in stereo 


Sl&bnd^tti 


{ChMalsl 




Also available 
Woh JoShairTha 



A' WX 











ADVANi'S DUBIOUS SEARCH FOR A SEAT 


WHEN Mr ?r$n$b Mukberjee cm- 
tested and won • place in the Rem 
SeMe in 1961 Iron Gujarat, tne 
howls of proieet fron tM opposi¬ 
tion were loud and the tears shed 
would hiTe shemed any croco^le. 
Their objection was that Mr 
Mukherjee was doing a most un< 
ethical thing by contesting froo 
Gujarat although he was normally a 
ratideni of West Bengal (one nem 
to be e voter in the state fron 
where one contests for the Rajya 
Sabhe. Aspirants get over this teen* 
nlcaliiy by simply registtnngthem- 
eelves under a different edvew in 
the state which will have them). Mr 
Mukherjee became a voter from 
Gujarat. But now we find an *hon- 
oursble" member of the opposition 
indulging in precisely (he same un¬ 
ethical tactics, and tha person is no 
less than Mr L K. Advaoi. Mr 
Advani first came to the Rijya 
Sabha from Delhi. His second term 
was from Gujarat. And now the BJP 
is preparing to bring its hero in 
from Madhya Pradesh. One can 
understand a B. P. Maurya becom¬ 
ing a Rajya Sabha MP from Andhra 
Pradesh, out need Mr L K. Advani 
stoop so Iow> On the other hand we 
have the case of Mr Madhu Limave. 
who coo is being asked by nis 
friends in the opposition to bMome 
a Rajya Sabha member. Mr Lhnaye 
has refused the offer, saying he has 
no moral right to join the Rajya 
Sabha after Mine defeated in the 
Lok Sabha polls. That is honour for 
you. 

BRUTUSES ALl 

DOES the Janata Party president 
know who his friends are? Dr Saro- 
jini Mahishi is supposed to be one 
of his closest political associates in 
the party, but what does she do the 
moment Mr Chandra Shakhar turns 
his back? Over the last two months 
she, along with the Janata MP from 
Bombay, Mr Ratansmh Rajda, has 
been hinting to Lok Dal leaders 
that Mr Chandre Shekhar ^uld be 
ditched after the proposed unified 
party is formed, and that Mr Morar- 
ji Desai should be made the presi¬ 
dent of the new party. Recently, Dr 

Mahishi contacted Mr Charan 
Singh at Bangalore and tried to 
convince him that he should patch 
up with Mr Morarit Desai. In Delhi 
sne hed a long talk with one of the 
Lok Dal’s Rajya Sabha members. 
She suggested that among the three 
opposition leader^Mesm Charan 
Sln^ Chandra Sekhar and Morvji 
Desai - only Mr Desai had a oatioo- 
al image. 



L. K. : unethical ractacs 


OUJRAJ. 

PU'iYS GAMIIS 

MR M. S. Guiral, chainnan, railway 
board, has been playing games. 
When Mr George Feniana^ raised 
tbe question oi breach of privilege 
against tbe chairman, railway 
bMrd, for announcing his inieotion 
10 increase suburban railway fares 
after tbe railway oiaister in his 
budget speech Had announced that 
there would be no such raise, Mr 
Gujrel got the railway intelligent 
bureau to circulate a coafidmtial 
report to the effect that Mr Fer¬ 
nandes was after his blood and 
certain railway crfficers were col¬ 
luding with Mr Fernandes to d^ 
fame him. The report was discreet¬ 
ly presented to the Prime Minister, 
home Bunister and parliamentary 
affairs mminer. The parUamentary 
affairs minister, Mr Bhhhma Ne- 
rain Singh, vrent co the estent ol 
sayiofl tut if Mr George Fernandes 
should gun few Mr Gujnl, be would 
receive allout supp^ from tbe 
Prime Minister and bar esteblish- 
ment. Insiden in Rail Uiavan, in¬ 
cluding the inteliigence bureau 
of ficiau, say that Mr Gujral mnsier- 
minded this report in order to, 
firstly, curry favour with Mrs Gen- 
dhi nefore whom bis stock has 
dwindled, of late and, secondly, to 
secure some sympathy from otbar 
memben of the gevanimeni. 


COOK YOUR 
CURRY 
ELSEWHERE, 
PLEASE 

WHILE the Pctival of India ii 
expected to do much towards the 

{ promotion of Indo-British 
riendshipaod understanding—and 
both governments continually 
assure each other of the fullest 
cooperation—one Indian business¬ 
man finds himself faced with an 
uncommon problem. Hoping to re¬ 
cover a large portion of the amount 
he has extended towards the 
mounting of a major handicrafts 
promotion effort at London’s Barbi¬ 
can Centre, be decided to organtM 
a food festival at the site>wresh 
delectable Indian cuisine, served 
up at (be end of a live experience of 
rural India, would, he (nought, be 
the ideal way to tne Engl tan man*s 
heart. Officials at the centre, 
however, found tbe scheme a little 
hard to digest. Indian food, they 
said, rpightbe served to the viewers 
on their way out of the show, but as 
to the preparation of thaie deli- 
cioi^ aromatic Indian curriai in 
their cleen, K^ubbed kiieheos, they 
would heve none of it.llie raault— 
an ecute case of *hear^»ura*. 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 



Now, silver strengthens 
the bonds between us 
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Jvori Basu 


hat is Ananda flarg all about? 















Which would you consider 
when buying your next 
car tyre? 


WetuggttyoM eoeildtr 
betK FM, ttm pries. And 
thenwhsihf tht 
perloimeee 0l ttM tyrv 
luMNsew price. YouV 
IM ttwt cn both counts, 
you come wftih only 
ono mvmt: tw Dunlop 
S uper Sta r m-P Nylon 
cor lyrt.Here’e «Pry. 


Of—<ef tf—d de pth 

More robber goes if>lo 
each Soper Star tyre lo 
melie the vesb deeper 
then many other makes 
That's why the treed laeta 
longer Oh the road. 


A special nylon casing 
eneurae iOength ar>d 
stamtne. particuiahy in 
negobabrig poor roads 
where tyres get damaged 
meet 


A new manufacturing 
conc^and ihaHigh 
Parformance tread 
oompourd give the Soper 
Star more ability to reeiet 
abrasion. This means 
mors miles, less wear and 





in^tpee 






hviCare 




If a shine is all you*re 
looking for, any snoe polish 
will do. We*re talking 
about what happens under¬ 
neath tbe shine—the 
caring that*$ necess^ to 
prevent the leather from 
ageing, hardening or 
cracking. 

TUsliKIWI cm. 

KIWI is made of rich 
waxes—natural and syn* 
thetic—and dyes. As you 



brush your shoes with 
KIWL Youll notice a 
'deep shine" coming 
through because it works 
more than surface deep. 
The waxes sink throu^ 
and nourish the leather to 
l^iant st^nesa. Making 


things comfortable inside 
the shoes as well as work- 
ing up a shine outside. 

What*s more, the "deep 
shine* we"re talking about 
isn't affected by water or 
dust or a little roughing 
up. A minute's li^c brush* 
ing brings «back the shine. 
Youll soon see what 
KIWI care is all a^t. 

It's life for the leather 
and shine for your shoes. 




CmWl) Shining life into your shoes. 
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Th« mm grttnl ti»cmn> lh« i*)# (duniry mil Oa fin 

19 May hiva mmatf auf w &a a atraighi ccaw n avafyNra a » 
Mrs Ganorii v«rsua yriYOotfy fiM. Sunosv eerrMpendmia 
rapon on n# laauaa. parsonaWaa and odflMt s of Via Aaaafnbty 
aNctlOfis in Hvyana. Hmactiai. Waal Ban9S and Karali, vid Via 
LOkSabhaOyaiacoona Vapll 


The brutal UWng of 17 Awda Marg« In Ca*wtti on 90 A^ haa 
locusaad anantion onea agaai on this moal aaci adwa of ei p an ii a< 
iiona wfHch has Oalf ua^ vwfanca to turbiar Ito oim ends. 
Pariha S. Sanar^aa rapona m daiari on vAiai Via Ananda Marg a 
alt abovrt and iia aims Nai H 


UoUng Glaaa 7 
Opnen I 


PoBpar and PoVacaSarvn Sangupta 41 


Mrs Oartfn va Evarybody/Sunday eerra ap ondanta 19 


Big 


Wh« «tia Ananoa Marg ah aboui?'Partha S. Baiwtoa 24 



Oa«vai Ura to term now parlyTLouiia FamandM 42 
ftaiaaritoi's advocala ov^'vi divnaiad mmo Chand Dandiya 
MP gonar w nanl ipnoras Hqh Couri ordara^P. Mtohra 
Tha Chancaftor'i dtomiaaai ^raa 




Tha World 91 
Atoam SS 
Data Oury sa 


MMTY 


Khaas Baa) $2 
Sundtywaak S3 
Thii India S4 
WHhoM Commant 54 
Chaaa^ndpvStomp.'Quu 56 
Comic «to Paanuto 57 


Co«ar tranaparancy of Amntaar airaai by Kamai Sahai. of Mrs 
Gandhi Oy Sondaap SharAar. o) EMS and Charm SaiQh by 
Btohaafto^an RakahA. of A. 8 Vaipayaa by R. P Datia and of 
Baau by Amav Dav 


Communal lanaior pfippao Puniab on 26 Aprt; whan caH*haada 
vwt found on Vw of two lamplaa in Amaar. Tha Oai 
Khatsa. whch dHnad ramon ato liVy lor R. waa anmadtoiafy 
bannad by ma canaai goiAnvTtonl. What ara Via rooii oi 
Hlndu-8Ah ficmnunal diMmonyT How IM poMcM parboa 
capiUMadoniiTAnvSaanraponafromAnWtoar. PipS 


EdMof M. J. Akbar 


WW h*' a»v M INsrnw TobMi PtnWt 

(Wl SmMti limr i w TtWMraff Gkma, Viv«k SwioupK' 

HiiS. S U***!** al■«0 S Mm 

MMsUaw* SMMaw SAWtMtMTM. AM Smti UmKv Jrm 

U a«W PiWb M. am PMWM AttVT* StnMM^V* 


n.MCir 


1 M AmaM bw«r AiMtf iw. fwm S Ai«fwll* 8irk*r 8»««. 
NBoai to itoatoiM an am pfUMO «■ amou 0(M m lm. 
r. swww to ww Cttowi mcM 




























Wilb Fitter.The standvd of excelkncg 
in cinrette smoking for alrno&t .; > 
two oecades . .' ' • : 

Tomttltons of smokers, 

Wills Filter r$th« last wordintastiB^ : 
the taste of choice tObaccos.ca^Mly 
blended ^d married lo just' < . 
the right filter. 

Wills Filter. Once youVe'jdediK 
you stay with it 
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MP Coii^ress(I) leaders 
on notice over byelection 


19 IiUt brtbctioB to tb* Jabalpur Lab Sabha 
conacinMncp fa Madhya Pndatb will ba crucial lor tha 
fuiwa ci tm Coricretill) Wadan ia the tuta. The PM 
ha» Biada it abua^tl^ claar to ‘ 

C Saihi aad chiaf lainuter Arjun Sni^ that iba don aoc 
want a rapotition of cha 9a^ Iwelectwo baM a fnv 
mtu a|o. wbara tha CanartM(I) loat cha Nat co the 
BJP. Tba CoAfra«(l> caa^data, Mn fUtan Kuttaai 
Dni, diufhiar of tha lata Sath Gooiad Daa» vctana 
Codiraai kadar who wai knowa ai cht i acbar M cha Lok 
Sabha^Vwac lalaei^ bf 1, WdariaM fkad, auKt all 
throe party laadara—V. C. Sbukla. P. C Sethi aad Arjaa 
Sinfh—had diffaroAt candidataa la mind. So tha 
triunvarate wUl hara to oicbar aiak Ua dtffaroocaa or 
sink altofaibar. 

Asiad authorities 
i gnore Indian sports goods 

The Atiad. which should bpcallt ba a boon to ladias 
sports goods manuiacturan, is Hkaly to laaoa than bi^ 
and dry. Thoy aro sore with the ganot* orgaaMai 
conunittee which is roponadly not pushia^ tbair caaa 
with the various inttraational fodaratiOM which 
approve sports equipment. Aad this daaplta tha Sports 
dmi Export ProAotioB Council*! plan to bold aa 
exciusive exhibition of Indiaa sports loods duhag tha 
umes and union daoutv coBuaarca ■Iniitar Saona’s 


Antulay loses a guardian angel 


llabarashtra's fornar 
chiaf miaister, A R. Aatu* 
lay. is about to looe a foar* 
ditt ttigtl thr young and 



games and union deputy coBuaarca wlitar Sanaa’s 
exhortation to the oianufacnirers to asake the bkm of 
the games. But not ail Indiaa ataauf acmran are likely to 
fare so badly. Some manufacruren of auxiiiary OQwp* 
aunt are likely to reap a bonansa. The Pure Drius Co of 
Con^sid) MP Charanji! Singh aaay mot the fraflchiae 
for i^ir soft drink Campa Cola. Equally lucky will be 
tbe manuiacturers of Mutova drinks, baUpanA cydos, 
badges, keychains, stickers and ka creans. AgMast this 
long list, tbe only Indian sporu goods to aaka it will be 
hMkey balls ano some boxing equipment. Aaiao sports 
goods suppliers who will nile the nnat will be mootXj 
from Japan. South Korea, Hoog Xas4 Siagapore and 
even IsMnesia. 


'Bengalis smoke too much’ 


Orerbeard at a siniAi of 
tbe jury for this year's 
national awards: *»aac 
Beatalis, th^ smoke too 
Bu^* said Jury cbaiman 
Ashok Kumar to filai maker 
B. R. Chopra. "Yes,* agr^ 
Chopra, *ibey taka too 
many dgarertas and too 
Hnioh tee.* These eeauaeacs 
re f erred to two characters 
in Buddhadeb Dascupta's 


NimaTSetluv*^*1* 

ways around whan he was in 
trouble Sethia came to 
Bombay several limes whrni 
* ^ imet Ofs Trust fund 

a scandal bl^ up. Ajid it whs 

^ rumoured that Saihia 
Mahabeloihwar 
JS Justice Leatio was 

vacatiocuBg thara, though Aonky: one frioad km 
rooomor ^us was spactftcally denied. - 

And with Antulay*! comaback bid Sathia it back* but 
Kcording to him, this ishk luM He has doddad 
hive aoTOQg further to do with India* avar since bis 
diamondkftMded wrist watch and geld chain wart iiolan 
while drlvlM to the Tej Mahal Hotel in a taxi at 4 am. 
And what aMut tbe Serbia foeadatiOA's propoeed SOf^ 
to Indian bad hospital in the Kotikaa? Tbe govemaem informed 
bam bi^ tha Amembly early this nobth.rhar ibo^ the Sathie 
cganWai tnmt bad made a demand for land, no funds had yai 
hair ttsa como from them. But this has net stopped the govaru- 
u which maut from servtag land acquisition neekes w 4.SM 
be Sports belpiees paople whose land will be taken away for the 
bold ui boiipliM. 

Karnataka fanners to agitate 



Ashok Kunar; barbed wit 


Daigupta harked back to 
the cnajn*smokin| Jean* 
Paul Belmondo, tne pro* 
tegoaist of jeaB*Luc 
Coderd's firm film,Au bout 
da soufVla. 


The Karnataka fmmars, whose agilitien rocked tha 
state during three tense months of July to S e ptambar 
19B0, mi^t ba c ome active again and could even destab* 
lise chief minister Gimdu Kao's adininistniion to a great 
aateDt. Tbe afkadon, based in tbe predomiDantly egri* 
CttlnnJ dismeu of Hassan. Shimoga. Dharwad and tbe 
tobacco bell of Hipam, is due to the ryots' grouse against 
tbe Cundu Rao govenunent whi^ they cliim, has net 
only gone back on Hs propusei but also allow^ lower 
level officials co ride rou^uhod over them in an effort to 
forcihly recover low. Tbe ryots claim this treatment 
has stopped for the last month, not bocause of any 
pressure from MlAs or officials, but because they bad 
taken the matter to tba High Court. Tbe ryots bad called 
off their }9¥> agitaHon only aftar the Gondu Rao 
govemmeat atsur^ faRuera of reliefs In the racoTor]r of 
coepmtive and government loans. The present egita* 
ckn is expected to come to a head with a mass xnorebt 
xo Baag^m when the Assembly session starts. 

Sarup Singh cain't go to Haryana 

Dr Sarup Sin^ of tha Haryana tok Dal has been 
advised eninst visiting the state during the forthcoming 
election, lest be should be bodilv hvmed by his own 

E members. Re was manhandled recently in Delhi 
g the ticket dasnibution when it wes realised chat 
some sittitt members had been denied tickets while the 
majenty oTtkkets bad been given to thoK owing secret 
alltgiew to Ur Bhajan Lal Dr Serap Singh, who was 
among those who finalised the Haryana Lok Dal list 
(£«olnnf Class 9 May) was so upset by the incident that 
be iBitiuly refused to attend the meeting being held at 
Mr Charan Singh's residence where the ticket issue was 
to be discussee. He only agroed to go when Mr Devi Lai 
offmed to escort him. 
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lKwlii‘dr;i‘y.-v 

<^ipo 5 itk)n 
is getting 

<■'-■■ v>7.kT 

l\> 4 


bM bMBM hkMU Ift4 Ui ftmlb OMh 
b«i: ^ ^9MiH ^ ninmr ef 
UF twM u4Mm Mhlur peet: iv 
atUu bH Aiughtir, Imj. tht pm* 
SmTS tW Uf Ub M vaUi tab by 
kiiirtf»,C<y»trtOtvi.»b>cDa» 

Aai/ F CUurbtfj mwy ili» 

Jb«n^ Jtasa rvtj, Mmbv 

Chtrta llAftb ihouJi bm uinfruncid bii 
rMlntm ort 1 April 
StiiS^ X. ShMK Bombay 

Why eant paople lik< CbarftD Sinab. 
Mortr ji Dcui. JipJWin Atm tnd tlw w 
otbtr octoptsarltAt ktvt in ilmt is 
pMct? Wbo w« (hty tryiti to fool? Who 
carM tnd who bothtn khout tbofli? Wt 
arc QM am amuiad by ihair ancki any 


0. F, Vartim 

Why »u tharo lo much but tod ay ovar 
Cbttta SIb^ laartap or rentfmiii to 


poUdci? Mot Tory Id ov eottitfy 
took tho OTtDt v«ry nrleoilri o4 dwy 
oaa't ba Uamad boea«M tho a—oty al 
CbirtR 11^ u PU li irfU ^«lta froM la 
dwlr mlDdi. 

Xudrt Purrt Xaiapi£h4 Xoartalt 

DurlA| tba count of Ua laurdtw to 
IwoAY {"DOM a MA not oommit nio 
taJtoi?% Charofl ftaib aald, *1 trlU eon* 
tmut to ba to Mf baeuM my mom> 
baraklp and aiy wlft'a nambtmp b 
ParUamant wUl miiiui aoow monw for 
our upkaap.” I waa ibockod to raadthla 
ramaik* (^kular^ bacauaa It cana 
from 4 (eaionad paxUamantarl4i). Char* 
an Sinfb ibould luow that iit a damocro* 
cy ParlitmoflC mambarihip la fiot a 
maaiu to tan a livelihood, but la fact a 
BMani to larva tba paopla. 

5. 5. ftiiad» Dkanhad 

SvpfMY If unnacaiitrlly waiting lu tima 
and raiourcei on people Uka Charan 
Siaih. 

Mikr Afaftre. CaJcutte 


_Who cares?_ 

T he <over itory by Udayan Shama tad 
Shubhabrata IhaTtacharya, Mow a 
cniy oppourioa u gerriag oiufar (II 

X il). claarly revaalad that tba taadara 
puJJed down iha Jaeata fowmaiaat 
have not bacoffla avtn a bttla wiaar. They 
have not yat raailMd that, a haaltbv 
democracy needi a itrong oppoaltlon. 
H. ICnchrjt hiurthy. Madrat 

The ianata party can siUl chaJlaoDO Mn 
Gandhi and vrtn tha alactloni, provMad 
it» lalluh and leJl^appouttad latdcri arc 
ramuved from the solitJal acane. Tbaaa 
people have playeo havoc vritb ihecoun* 
try'i dignity and respect. 

Baliwandir M. ytdwanj, Thana 

After reading tha cover story I am con* 
vinced that tba majority of our oppoal* 
tion leaden should be sent to a lunatic 
asylum. 

M. k Narjdasi Ctkatto 

“The question before me." says Charan 
Singh, **was whathar I could contribute 
anything to tha uplift of tha country 1 
think I cannot any more; that ic trill ny 
thinking." I with icpolDi out that srit* 
doffl has dawned'm Mr Singh ntber lata. 
The question ii not whether he can 
contnnute anything now, but wkotbar ha 
ever contributed anything. 

He happens to ba the vary same parson 
wbo bacama the chief ■Inietar of UP 
with the help of 16 defocton, end ha 
brought down in cha procau a laialiy 
constjiuted fovamnant Haiithtpanon 
who had no compunction In bn^ing 
down Murarji Oaaal'i lovammaot on 
flimsy grounds and than, on bacomlng 
(he PM, had tha audacity to dodara that 
hU lifelong ambitloii had boan fulflUad. 
Talking of hi a ‘contrlbutioR’ to hU own 
Uk Dal. ha had no oualmi lo lavalldat* 
ing the election witnin his party Just 
because his own men had not won. As for 
hi» ‘comrlbuiiun* towards damoaacy. ha 
has become the biggest hurdle In the 
onpoamou unity moves; what ba wants Is 
the prtsidantiltip of tha unified oppoal* 
rion. 

If at all he has made any contrlbvrion It 


In the name of Islam... 


K ib lo thank Syad Shahabuddia for 
ropert The mulUh and tba gun <11 
April), wbai la happening in Iran today ia 
ceatraiyteibepraacbmasof UlajD. mtm 
caa pH**^*' oMonanif be killod in the 
use of liiaaf It Is shear aadnats, And 
to call democracy a disease of tbs west Is 
ahhar igaorance or pUtn sad simple 
fsnsticiam May Cod save Iran from tha 
faaartrs who, bt tba name of Islam, are 
praa^lag hiitnd. 

SyoB fiphaJ JUia. Ailgarh 

Ur Shahabuddkn's repoe was free and 
frank. I was once an srdant supporter of 
tha ravobitioQ in Iran; but am the last 
(WO yaars, after obsarv^ tha danierout 
treads la (bat country. I bavt been forced 
to chaagi my views. 

IslaiB praaebas freedom. Caliph 
Omar's honasty was chaUangad by an 
ordinary Mum; hla Bek/ poM» was 
crltldsad by as ordinary wosart Hairat 
All to appear in court on the charge 
of chaatiag o Jow. But lo Iran, one 
cannot, even tf mi views are ipportad by 
tha (^uran. rtiaa a fJogor apuast the 

^afAAoed SJrah. Caukarf 

Sufoly raUgloe does am provida a set of 
scMBOfk cedos for poUtkal tod ecooo* 
Bk tdniDistnrioB. Ralimoo U going to 
ba Iran's uadofng. Tha KMuint ragsaia 
IS doomad. A frw rcvolutioo (looM or 
liter) casAM bt ruled out. 

AJoy Tifkoy, Jtaacki 

Tba Iranians have clnrly nvayad from 
cha Iilamk path. Vfkat rlgot do Uicy have 
u rafir to aU tkoae po^k wbo oe not 
support Iran as kafirs? Tha Muihm dortd 
should launch an aati lna campaign. 
Hunti /ikm. iopkai 

We read tha report vary carofuUy end 
found it repiatt with coatredkiioos. For 
Instance. Mr Shahsbuddin cKsiaed that 
the revoluriofl to Iren is a popular ooa 
and that Khomeini Is a men of the 
■asses; clscwhtrs id the vary same aril* 
cle ha contended (bet tba AyaioUab's 


regiies is weak and (ha paopla are dm 
happy. However, the contriolctloai did 
DM Irk M ei much as did tha ramark 
pertauiing to "the aie-old Sbla ambition 
of holding the holy pjtcas, tba Kaaba and 
the prmet's mtmua.'* We wish to re* 
mind Hr Shshabuodin that neither tha 
holy Kaaba nor any other religioui place 
belongs to any particular conununity or 
seel: It belongs to ail Muillmi, irrtspec* 
live of thatr origins. 

Abbas Afi. 5. hlojii Rtto, S. Mohammad 
Sefur, Aitgarh 

Hr Shahabuddm hat exposed his anti* 
left, aMi-coremunlit, anclSoviat, anil* 
Shis and pre*AmtrlcsA faalingi. It li 
unforiunaia that ha had nothing to say 
■bout tba autocratic regim in Sauol 
A/abis and tha rapressiva military dicta* 
lorship of Zii*ul Haq in Pikiitan. 

5yed MokeaBad Mt/idj, Ckapra 


Zii*ul Haq in Pikiiten. 
eamad Mthdj, Ckapra 


ti is deer chat Mr Sbthibuddln knows 
AMhing aboui Islam and tba Quran. 
Contrtry to hli claim, Iren Is not a lad, 
gloomy aad cheorlaei country. Of coutia. 
'choers' (alcohol) la nowbora to ba found 
in IroD ted that is probably tba ciuea of 
Mr Shahabuddin'i venom. 

Syod Qomat, MuMOffarpur 

Mr 6hahaboddln*s was claarly an 
attempt* to Diellgn tha Islamic ravefotion 
In Iran. Uaa is cbe rallgloe of cha poor 
and wpresaad and it la opposed to Im* 
periansm; Ayatollah KhomalDl weec 
■gaijttt (M Saah to put an ond to lot* 
perlalism and IJbenta tha mprasaed. 
How than is ba anti'Islem? Uauke other 
Mudia ruin wbo live In graodaur, 
Khomeini ia iiiiMre. And (bin is so 
tvidawe to prove chat tba ftunoi nlnor* 
ity la Iran Is being iUtraated. It ia true 
that many Muslim rulws rasani tha 
AystoUah, but this Is only bacatM they 
caimM teWreca tha incraealng popularity 
of s Shis laodar. And It wasjmbeMy for 
the same raason that Mr ehihebuddlA 
choea to ba so crltlctl of (ba lalamk 
ravolutioo In Iran. 

5 a K. Ztidi, fttna 



S huMiabrili Ihattichtm'i com 
nm* JUftiPft rndtif; A Mbk 
Idi couM bunt (4 AprilL mu xim^. 
flowow. Mr Bbtttadum faiM to MO- 
Eloo i ftet whlefc U w«U*kM«n 1 a Ion* 
bar DhlniblMl Aabul li ocm d tbi 
MM la/luAtMl ipcculatart oa telM 
iMct. 

V. H. M9dk*r, ioabty 

VIba] U tbo eroAKlM of t bm d froai 
vtdon. lUUty ud CBtorprlM. In tht iMt 
docido or Ur ABtoid hu bm i 
ITME lAfluonclBi lietcr td dw nod* 
•mUttieo iBd dovolopaont d (bt lodi* 
«n ntiUc iadufDY. Kc hti fou|bt flM» 
tartlot iiBlMt ibc uninAdMCiTt M 

MubboTB ourMucncy. 

JU/ondrt JCunar Cdcurra 

Die rtpert w«i baiod on hdf'bakod 
Eniihi. Shubhobrou Ibouocba/yo op* 
plUd I linpU forvulo: Toko i hUlifr 
luccoMful oriulatlOA, add a 'cablr or 
rwo cmuinlng export (iturof, copy the 
contanta of a wrtt petitiOQ (ilod by • third 
party, punch two box iiont on dabon* 
cuvi and budaat, and finaUv. add libarai 
doaoi o( loialp tor axira flavour. 

tfowavar ilkk hli raport night have 
boon, Mr MiaitacharM did ilip up. Re* 
lianca Taxtilai, ha clalmad, nuf fared dur 
ing iba Janata da/i; bur then ha alao 
auartad that • Rrltance man, Balaaubra- 
maniam, wat vary eUwa to the then Pnma 
Miniatrr't ion, Kanti Daeai. Had Hr 
Bhattacharya cunduciad a proper mvea* 
ligation ha would have known that the 
Balaaubrafnaniam in queailun was Barth* 
ar doaa to Kami Daaai nor u ha related 
to the collactur of Bombay cuitomt. 

R. K. Kumar, Madrar 

My attention was drawn to the report on 
Raliince TaxtUei. $»hubhabraia Bhat* 
ticharya made cart am rdrranca* to me 
which ware totally falsa. The tacts are ai 
follows; 

1. I am not related by blood or mar¬ 
riage to Mr V. Balisubramaman 
2. 1 have no ralatioQi working io Re* 
lianca Taxtilus. Neither ny parents nor 
my sisters, brothers, their tmabaodd 
wives nor their children are working in 
that eonpany. Uy wife teaches meataHy 
haadkapped chi Iren 'tnore as socid 
work than empkryneni: ny son is a 
siudaot of anginaering. Noaa of ny 
father's living brothers or sisters. <w their 


Stage manage^ _ 

T he two*pa|e photo feature by Son* 
deep Shankar (How "Durpy" Abnttd 
is beiiu foUwtd by inretfigence agen* 
cias, is April) was unique. However, it 
was Strang to find that none of the four 
photographs showed the ragistratieft 
number of the car which was following 
Akbar Ahmad. Also, in the last phot» 

E h 'Dumpy’ appeacbd to be behaving 
Samson ^ dying to mb hold of tha 
car and stop it from monag off. Soodeep 
Sbankar and ^Ehimpy* seen to have 
underestimaiad the mtallifesce of Sim* 
MV rMdars. 

JlorafVar Aiimed, Rioa 

SoBdelp Shankar’s photomphs wort 
appealing He nugbt oa bruidod by the 
soverasem as a CIA man. 

T Maoa^ Ma^a 


dkQdm, ere mrrta% M tbn conpaty. 
Tha MS# is wu af wa wmikm. I bava 
aovar aBoroachad *^“***t TgiiUas m 


Aiam. this iutlamaw it aot the 
who had coma info dia news diu 


aapig|a|qrcaa nar bavg they dasa sa it 

*1. I was bom In Saptambof aid am 
Novonber ud than is bo suoatias of wt 
enlobndAi my Urebday la Nevaabar. 1 


have Aovar had a moal with aBnea La 
aay hotal, restaunat or honsa it Laoan* 
It liaaa or with "Romhay cakbridan* 
NaltbM Mr Dhinibhal Amhaai aor pay* 
ooa haa ever hoated any diu«r or lay 
ethtr party to calabntt at hinhday. I 
have Dovar ealebniad ay oirtbday nor 
have I mr Inviied nyene for any party 
in rnsm a cTtoa with tat eaM. 

Tbare was soma eaefualoB it tha ini' 


who had coma info iho aowi duiui the 
dgyo whan KutU Du$J wn# ta Dmhi. I 
apoUgtio re Jdr Srininau for th/r mk 
taka. 

/ was afj/td shout cha dais whsa Mr 
MaimsM srfafldad s pany thrown by 
RaUanco rurtilss in tsadwi. Mr S^i 
vasaH sitandod rhe pony butodfy Dbir- 
uhbai AmhanI in tonsvila in Ocrohor 
JMl, choagh jr wot not tha format > 
birthday party as orrootoutiy roportod 
by mo, 

As tor my M htriai uadarsraod rha 
iaeaf aipoco of tha action rairao by Hr 


da retardlu tha Idaodty of Ur Balaaub- 
fiminiam Havtag wor ke d m dm dtract^ 
rate of revenue inralhgmce for niM 
yeen, 1 M ewnre of csruLa marten on 
whkh Ur ShertacRarye waa compkta^ 
off cha mark. 

Tha reference to the objociioe of the 
Bombey cumhm to the ioiporti of synth* 
etk yen made hy coma texdla auUa. 
wes totally out of cootatt. Tba anajifwm 
(hat 1 or my officers have defied any 
directive of the central govarenant ta 
this manat is baaalcas. Ur Bhattadsarya 
did eat give the full fecit and faded to 
appreciate the legal barn for the objac* 
tUM. He did not evea oKmioe (perhapa 
he was ignorant of it) the peodiog writ 

S Kition of an Imporiar la the BMbay 
igh Court and the directive of the court 
to the coUector to ediudkaie the caae 
after taking into caroU conaidentioA 
the public eocke dated 15 February 
J9B2, issued by the chief coniroUer of 
ieipMs and exports. Adjudkedaa pro 
ceedingi have siace been coaiMeted. 
The customs bad permitted tee clear. 


The customs bad pcrwtted the clear, 
ince of yarn by cotionmiUs oa a personal 
bond several moathi ago. J uBoerstaad 
that they could eot aw of the facility 
due to tha prolonged atrdte by their 
workers. customs caa batilly be 
blamed for chi|. 

K. SriairaMe, coSiocior of customs, 

Rombiy 

Sfruhhebreta Bhanacbsiyo ropUoo: I re* 
grot that the ideodty of Mr Baian brama* 

Aina, the Delhi repreaenradve of Ro- 
Uoace rextiles, war miked up. Thouah 
the represenrative td HoUmoco in Delu 
also oeera tbe lomame Ralasohrama* cbe yarp market. 


amraaw ie hoJdlAg up the yam in* 
eovted by the cotton toKtuo milk. I would 
ilka to raltantt rhar oftor the govara- 
mam of btdia had iotuod a public notice 
ee 25 Fobrvory i9$2, clooring the im* 
ports, than war iitria iuoUfieatlon in tbo 
Bombay curromi botding up tbo ship- 
meats. Tha public ncrico-wbkh war 
itouod afror consultations with the union 
gommmont't deportmont of tertiiar, tbo 
dapartmaat of law and tha dapartman/ of 
ioduscri^ dttoiopmont^wu wiy an 
auihaetic document of tbe centra/ tor- 
orament, issued oftor duo later* 
mleitxarUi consu/ratMM. CerraJaly the 
dapartmeor of low in Sow Mhi is aware 
of the iegal pottaon regardlni tbasa 
ieiporis, and tne action of Mr Srtnivataa 
was outpritiat because a public nocke 
iaeuad by cha contra/ geveramanr cannot 
bo trootod trlrioily. In this context / 
would iika re point out that on Z2 A^ 
Hr SrinirotOB dropped the pneoodmtr 
ogouut tha cotton rextilc miris who were 
imporriM tbe yam and released rhe 
laipotTed goods Though Hr Srinfrason, 
while raJung the above action, did toy 
that he was toking a tomporory, ienieet 
view of the matter and would not allow 
Mcb imaonr in future, it io that 

oa ruca a aenour nurrer any officer 


vasan for the unfortunate slips in my 


imported by the cotton textile miUs after 
the textile commaearoner had outboritod 
these iflumrrs. Mr Shnivasae cortoinJy 
bplpod the interotts of parries like Re* 
liaect Textiles who hole a mooonolv io 


Wet again 

T his has reference to the Lookxag glass 
item, Iffdien Airliaoo cheats passan* 
gers on Koihmondu flights <18 
The CalcutU'Ka(bmaodu*Calcutta 
flints are operated by lA aironfi orlgi* 
aetieg from DaDu on four days; on the 
other three deyt the airenft origmeie 
from Calcutta. Hmce. till 8 Apru (his 
year, due to certain nsterwegKmBl>eus* 
loss formalicies regarding the bonded 
stores, IfMliaa Airiiom could ckx serve 
free Ik^or ea the flights throughout the 
week. The proUem wes sabseqaeatly 
soned eei and from 9 April Indian Air* 
Uaes has beta aernag rn^lmaatsry 
drinks oa a& the CakuRe*leihmaadu* 
Calcuiia flJ^tK 

B. BoMameayem, deputy pabUc rala* 
tioas maoigm. fadUa AMtaaa. Ciicvtta 


One is enousrh 


Tn hii Lasr lortor (Opudoii. 18 April) 
ILanvrir of Iwhl baa express* 
ed hOc view (hat we will now have 
CongresaCM). To put tbe record strti^t, 
there can be no new Congress(M)^ 
caoM the Congrew (Mediga) is aJroedy 
Ib existence since January 1982. 

M V. Mtdhfva Rao MadUa, general 
aecretam, Aadhrt Prodetb Mdigs Con. 
gram Semindembad 


_Last letter 

TJas anyone heard of a doctor with 
Xle reering practice (bat oMi Ri 
Hve likhi dally? Than ia oa# such 
doctor in Bihar: hia nama is Jagan* 
uth Miahn. 

Skoajoa, DalnntunJ (bihor) 





Home ministry was against 


banning Dal Khalsa 


T be host sinistrjr btt 
oppoaH the outltwinc d 
the M.KJuin, the Sikh 
titremitr offuisttioa in 
Punjab. The siAittry*a 
arguseni, ai conttinad in • note, it 
a^lBM btiminf tU coanunnl pnr< 
net bfttuat ii mJt that *a ban had 
CO lUfld Judicial acrvcuy»* ocher* 
witt» **11 Dtv amoanE to an unwir* 
raat^ InttRartncc is the function* 
in§ of such orj|ani«tiiom or iDttiru< 
tions in a denocrack senip.” 


Ltuiiy. me ariusenc haa lost 
wtifot bteauae the Unlawful Acti* 
vititt (Prtvtntive) Act, 1967, pua 
the onui of pnviai unlawfh] actiti* 
tiat of an ordaniaacion or party oa 
cht fovtraflkem itttlf. However, 
the Confrott (I) adaiiiiitttiiion at 
cht centre bean a soral retponn* 
biliiy lince it la hand in gkeva with 
comsucial forcee in ctriSQ araai 
Take Punjab. The aovenuMot haa 
delayed cakln| eetioo for at leett 
one year after the Del Kkalae'i 
violent eciivities erupted. And. 
ti»ere la every nai on to Mipect the 
fovemmani'f 

The Dal Khahi wii conicituted 
at Saajav Giadbi*i Wddina and the 
f raw at nose auniater. Giani Zail 
aiiith, was than at the helm of 
Confi^ (() iffairww Punjab. The 
fim setting of the Del KhalM was 
held on 6 August 1979 in Chandi¬ 
garh. The ftve penooa who cooati* 
tuted the Daf's high cossand 
were: Mr Jaswaot 8in^ Tekhadar, 
Mr Harsisraa Sia^ w Geiender 
Singh (who hijacked the ipdiaa 
AirGnea plaaeh'Mr Satnas Singh 
and Mr Har n^^jfp Sin^ Mr Hv* 
sisrao $i^ bier joiaed the Con- 
Bess (I). Toe purpoaa was to wean 
the Sikhs away from the Ahali* 
Janata gorenuDeat in cbe state. It 
was CM argued that the Sikhs 
should not be OB the side of the 
^knickanvalas* (meaning the RS^ 
who wear khaki shorts at their 
morning shakhaa a sayar.cum* 
ezercisa atsskm). The RSS was at 
that time identified with the Akali* 
Janata government. The Congraai 
(I) gave dm Del r^i*a 
Bwoey and jeq w to coocesi the 
Gurdwara elaccioas in Punjab in 
Pebniary 1990. The Dal-Coasesi 
(1) cembbe put up 32 candiutea 

t inat (he Akali Dal All 32 lest. 

do Ml know stiiat new material 
the home mliuatry has collected b 
4e last few weeks. Evan till March, 
when there was preaiure for ban- 
Mig the eatremlst Sikh partita, the 


EXCLUSIVE 


■r KUiDm MYAa 

bome argument, in a 

note it prepared, was that ‘govern* 
mew am, no aarerial for taking 
racowaa to the pruvisioas of the 
Unlawful Activltiei (Preventive) 
Act. 1967. for dadaring the con* 
auna) parties as unlawrul.'* At the 
parliaaeatary consuitetiva com* 
miRoe's mioting held last Movem* 
her. dm boom aiatster said: ‘the 
governmeat has m propo sa l under 
ceaaidefatioA at pro lent to baa any 
party.” 

Left to the home ministry the Dal 
Khalsa would hart eecepod tht 
baa. The orders came from above, 
de^ite conCrwy legal (Quibbling. 
*^0 purpose wns to convince peo* 
pb Chat some actioa was being 
taken sad to amuaga Hindu opia* 
ion. To eoam etteat thii has hap* 
paned. But,the governmeat cw 
nave a difficult time to estebliso 
this b^Uy. The requrements f« 
proving a pern to bo communal or 
mdulgiag in ^aalewful activicias" 
art vary ttriofsoc. Thero is no uni* 
venally recogabed dafieitioa cf 
camauLoalm or unlawful activity^ 
11miDvtmmaot*s tro u bl es began 
in 1992 wbbn the SupreM Court of 
India dedarod the provisioiis of the 
Crimiaal Law (Amendment) Act. 
ISOg. uftra vires, b hdd that no 
organisation cseld be banned cn* 

a in accordance with a dedsien 
n fudidouslv, after kiving doe 
opportunity to urn o^aababon to 
latm cause against the action. Con* 
saquently, dm Unlawful Acemties 
(Preveativa) Act. was passed in 
1967. It was, bowevar, 
five years late( to give tbe execu¬ 
tive more powers. The Crimiaal 
Law Ameadmeni Act, 1972. an- 
iarned the defmition of ^unlawful 
acoviiy* to inclnda any amodatioa 
”which has for its obim any activ¬ 
ity (hat is puinshiMa undm Sec¬ 
tions 1S3A and 1S3B of the Indian 
Penal Code.” (Sectiont 153A and 
1S3K relate to the use of words, 
figni v ammtion pnjodkial to 
harmony and aational integration.) 
Poor yoars later, the act was made 
Hill mnff ps ri atitiiin nm p n wf rtht 
aa ecu ti rt to daolart any organisa* 
tioB *ualawfuL* 

Daantte having all thaas powms, 
Mrs Gandhi's lovarameat was re¬ 


luctant to taka actioa afsioir the 
RSS. As the home mioistry has 
explained ia a note: "Ahbough dus 
amendment bad been an force for 
nearly three years till the impou* 
tion of Emergency, no action could 
be taken to ban iha RSS or any 
other orgenisation becauM the in* 
formation with the government did 
not warrant to do so, particularly in 
the cootext of its being required to 
stand Judkiai scrutiny." 

This cautious approach is under 
stendable. But «mre the govern 
meal goes wrong is in Its belief thai 
all that is required to meet com 
munaliin is to introduce certain 
lasts or issue some circulars. For 
instance, one circular says: ”ln the 
context of the current siiuatiOA in 
the couatry, the need to ensure a 
secular ouiWk on the pan of gov. 
emrneM servants is all the more 
imporunt. The need to eradicate 
communal feelings and communai 
bias cannot be overemphasised." 
What does this mean? Tbe eradica* 
tioe of communalism is not a matter 
of rhmortc. 

Yet another circular says: ”No 
notice should be taken by (he gov¬ 
ernment and its officers, local 
bodies (and) state aided institu* 
tiOBS of petitions or representations 
on communal basis, and no parroo 
age whataoaver should be extended 
to any communal organisatiort." 
Ihefc is no law or govemmeni 
order whkh suggesu that petitions 
or representations be entertained 
on a communal basis. Nor is any 
patiooagn statutorily offered to a 
cpBiinunal body. Obnously, govern* 
meal servanu are doing it on their 
ovm. It reflects tbe attitude of tbeir 
Band, their communal bias. How 
can diis be removed? A series of 
Reps, not circulars, are required. 
And the steps takeo should not 
pander to communal elements. 

If a couati/s Prime Minister 
were to issue instructions to the 
state* chei they have to enforce a 
ben on cow slaughter, tbe govern¬ 
ment would be stepping into an 
arena vAkh it has no business to 
do. Suf^ooe tomorrow tbe Sikhs 
were to suggeR that smoking be 
banned because it hurt tbair reli¬ 
gious sentittents. Every type of 
tuodamentalism, whether of Mus¬ 
lims. Sikhs or Hindus, has to be omi 
squarely. A comprotaiaa with one 
can arousa tha oitiar; still worst, it 
can injurs tht concept of secolar- 
iam beyond repair. 



New, 9«Atle Dettol eoap. 

Give your (amlly it$ loving cere. 
The care lor ekln and complexion. 

For cleanllnesi and health. 
Everyday. 

The love and care of Deltol soap. 


Give your f^iiy the loving care of Dettol so^. 



I 





COVER STORY 


4 

I 



Zr, 


Gi 

vs 



4 ' 
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1062i9 not 197T. Th$nanoJPloun^Mfngmefmd§n0dbom§ni $ ^oopo$lboffJn t9et,9mycepo«6lbnp9fty 
kk6mi0nlyoncasf^inoni^f9gk)nMlin6u9nc»:0f9iekDtiinHw)mnM, 1h9BjP1nHknich&Pnd96htindth9 
CP1(y) in W6St d6no6/and K0ml6. StKhaaeanarioahoMnothtnaviorrlaaMraQandiimymueh. Butaoain. 
1062 ti not 1060. andMrsGandhihasloatmuchofOiama^oiaibfouahthar back lopoafar^ha^doaa not 
&awvctBsasaa$itya$adidtwoyaafaaQ6 Tbafaauaactaonmotthaoyatectionahatdanafharpaiumiopowar 
aradaarinacaiofs.hilraGandN's mainofoblamia not lhaofipoaOionbuthm own party, tor Mia bar panymen who 
ara providing the opposition. TiSnowMfaQandhioouldaflotdtoignorahafpartyrrmanddoheiJtomcaatotm 
fayouriiaa. foeshaknawthaiHwaaahaalonaarhoootthatfOtaa. and Congpass{t)fnambafaaclad at har bidding 
without quaaboning bar authority. But nom aorm at har partyman hava atartaa to 'rabaf aos^nai bar and aba 
cannot afhrd to ignora tham any iongar, tnaO lour MM — MM dev^, Karala, Himachat Prmdash and 
Haryana^ which am going to thapoHa on lOlday. Iba Congraaa(l) a not on vary 6m ground. Mead, in the last 
Aaaambfy i^trtfcini 6m Congraaail) cradd rmt tom a govimmant in any ot tbeaa atataa: in Waal dangal and 
Karaia C^(MNad lalt fronts ware ms taOad m power, andm HOnaeba/ nadas b and Haryana, the Janata Party 
won. AJdmugn altar Mrs Qandhi ratumad to power in 1060 moat ot the Janata MLAa in Haryana and Mkrtachaf 
^BdM da l ac t ad to enable the CongresaP) to form povamments, the situation does not look very bright now. 

Just how alarmed Mrs Gandhi is over the ataia of allah in har party e evidani from the fact that she has abnddiy 

postponed har trip abroad till after the eiac t ion s . So. tha Asaarnbly polb tor 607 SMts in four states and T Lew 
Sabha byatoettons are crucial for Mrs Qandhi and toe firat mafor test for Haiiv Qandhi’a pokticai arto 
orgar^aaionaf skUf. Sunday corrasportdartts viattad tha dtoaeerH states to fife amk reports. 

H ARYANA 

Mrs Gandhi vs Charan Singh 


lUy nsd dofs «nd Eodlish* 

g the utM fMt, ven- 
Ml la CM fencious 

1 poUtiol cakMn 
m rtnrtbB afld cmm 
hib arc all <ntf «a their 


ToHHHFSpi^ are net H IB}* 
nuo^vQw euK ai.tlM politicians. 

ions faca that 
ChBMMiyiEfw Sinih had. at 
RoMh on Wi; when ine WwjMa 
caflMMs The farmers 

had'dSl^aMM «ut in ail their 
screnM* tv mv^bo couM boast of 

utha*M'^ chfipf crowd of tan 
lakha l^or bU.hv^day in Decembaf 
l9?thGH>i lMM Of India Gate, woM 
naturally ftal a b^c under the weettav 
facM ■ ri iimttBwiiini thou^ it wat 
with M riiy Mii Mans) of a tiiik 


with .M n 


P»sris) 


tiida 


VMOiher was the 
HhWCMBhrs' first concern was 


ieldfl before the di*> 
uch acait)' 

S > eomraiod else that 
Dal*lharauya janaia 
ianco was disiiactly 
much aairkrt, mueh* 
ware cryM to twice 
without fuMlod. The 
I was: a frailar>thafl* 
iMual Chaudhu^ Charan Slnfh (be 


alnoet sent Ur Geoffa PemaxMles that 
d^ because be iwi unwtllX the hiS' 
aionk as ever chovb ileew-lookiai 
Acal Baheri Veipeyaa. aed e third 
facter, iraakaUy v metahUmna ful' 
avm, Ur Deem Vis who bad taw* 
porarily buraad has wathera boats (be 
had emrlier dineivad Ua suse CoU' 
yeei S uiit> tad esaw up nortb to find 

Ur Deewal Uct*s 4S-adauee spaach, 
whkb mnMwim beta maak to the 
fervrs' eiBH^wd Mtak is tbe bean 
of Jitlaof^vaa wiiaJy directed 
siaiAStcbawMUeweoi the merchants 
aed tradwt. aha *«Bbced* tbe poor 
farmer iaie puvU hbik pilinc up 


Cbarw 5Mh s etpeiaJ bmtie 



their own fortuaea Tbe middlemen 
end tradwi form a rather lerce chunk 
of tbe BJFs .foUowerc end well* 
wiKheri. ead the drift of this fonaar 
Censraw pcefideM*! speech did net 
pleaM Ur Vajoeyoe much. To whet 
extent t learnt leter as tha two had a 
sliBbtly uodiplomhtk coi i f rumetkia 
orer tha pwfiJoe iuaeh. with a slighr* 
)y uncomfortable Charan SiBfb look* 
ins cm. 

w Vdipay ea asked Mr Un why he 
bed lUt oe oufe awoopoUea out in his 
eiiack on tbow who enleued the 
rural poor. The BJF presdent didn't 
9 uite afree on dee dmcion ef the 
apuntry into the urban rich and toe 
rural poor. Tbm ware tbe urban poor 
as well, be said. 

Ur Urs is discoocaited with the BJP 
as the la tt er has nor supported bun in 
Karnataka. But the immediate nva- 
voeatioa of the day was tbe aween by 
the BJP candidate from Roheak £$• 
tnct, Ur UaaM San. who introducod 
Mr DeearaJ Urs as tbe mao who 
brouphi Urs Indira Gandhi from 
“nbscur^ to llmahfhi from fTKtA—s. 
aaluf.* TUs null beta beta toe last 
straw. Tbe first speaker, the rath er 
subdued and a bil<out*la»the cold for 
mer chief mialwer at Uttar Piailuk, 
Ur Ram NarM Yodae (ba was a 
predM who had lafi the Uk Dalh 














^ CoifraMtS). Mr M tg ipnd 

^ firm U mtmmt «l M 
deUsMc kAfitf* Aftd cbg c«tf* 
MM A $mphi 

*!9 Mi#aglfri CutfffroM obMw- 

■ixy M i Conunii* 

Ud t sia. But afi «(iw att^ hin hi ve 
« 0 Balti^ a liB. 1 Bi4 U te U7ft. Mr 
Cham BIbbIi aatf Mr Vajpayga did it 
ia 1979. Hawaii Mui Bara cona on tha 
taaia,plaift)rai ta uodo tBaaa tuu.** 
THi rrtiuavtraM af tfaa <fay»dTiaraa 
SiAili> Vaipajuaa aM Uranail ataajr 
comawo largaca; the wamaiiw ia tka. 
ruliaa party, ita faor parfanaance, 
inflatwB, aM laM m etna inly aot cba 
kaait. ctaa tateoua cUM Mlalaun. 
Each iB Ma pat halt. Mr Charaa 
$ia^ ludhia aary awa Lai aod 

Mr DarvaraJ On hai Ma vary owa 
Caadu Rail. Mr Tajpayaa*a caaaaa waa 
rathar Ukm- ha laok ia Baor a chiaf 
fliityataf. 3 m Prlsa M i ni a r ar aad bar 
taiHiitafi and M coana Mr lhaiaa 
Ul: nba whaia 6ha/M ■■rfaf W 
leoa la tba Caa^aaAI)** 
lo Ma dkaOfiba a<a<nar tha March aat 
claaa» Mr Ura aaM, *Tht black aarka- 
tan art Uka aan oa this bi< logar 
hatp wkkh k ^ eaacral •avaraataar 
M tha Caaaraaatl) .But Chaadhary 
Charu SiacE it lika an iroa mMdi, no 
ants riodc to kiM...* 

Mr Vrip a yaa*! nujfats ara bactar 
aeon asd baard than road. Ha is a 
pr«van Thaapiaa who has bis 

calling' Kia twiianca r a rto f i would 
eartainly hava baan the higbeet here. 
The laraan that day cartaioly wara 
spellbound srtth sua ptMs as his 
attecli oa Mr Chavaa’i racm to ibe 
Congraa^lK *Bo says that ha wpncad 
10 go hoan. Wbara was ha bofOM? In 
his Mjral <in4aws)?” And tkaa came 
his plica da rackciaca. with approprt' 
ate goanifM asd all: "Mai mmk» cntli 
yaaooa... <1 aat going bock to nun* 
my)." The othor Vajpayaa hishwatar 
mark was Us attack «ci tba nfr loan: 
"Mr VaakaiaraMao goes oa 

iht doors M cbo IMF* Mm Ikarar la 
xaroraadoaoi /air an boat (Fm ^ 
iateraodoM) Mr com from India. .V" 
Mr Chona Btagh knaw his aodianca 
and taflocod his tpaadi to it» as did Mr 
Un. He coMCanratad on cbo pWi ol 
cbo niral poor, "la 19S0 JtM ahm 
lodepandance ibt differaiaco in sranich 
batwano tba rural and cba urhae was 
one IQ two, in chat ordar. lo 1977, It 
was ooa CD fonr and in 1912. it k ooa to 
rm..." Tha Uk Dal prnBnm ako 
warnod chat land was "not tor iha 
aakto^ but tor the cnatddng." Ha 
urgea efaa paopla to caot ^air votes 


Althoegh ^ero was an 
mbtonea o/ anity (k was onto anio 
Aa lap) ihma wara rambfintt ev 
cht ■ 



so bath cba 

messilVakd Ala« 

Mg banvy in tba air. surtociap in tka 
nrraskiMl «ny ramark in dm awdl- 
mien. Man tba smro incr^, 

duend k wnsOvldaBi tb« all M tbam 
woahki^ win a populartcy cooenm. 

Maccian, to was vary much 
dm ptor ^ iour an bock sUaa M tka 


Rtojiv in Haryana 


T om cats gntfd Choir wiliiaiaa 
terodottsty. And so do pdiddans. 
Tba pnm eartainly tunaad to snarls 
on tan fkit of dm Congrasad) 
caamica ia unyana Iswnchod by 
Candhi on 5 May. It hsppanad 
at ttodrt about hel/ way throw his 
wbsMlaitop lour-^-almosi Sanjay 
Candhi style—throngh this ctais 
whan poUocal tond ma pas 
rapidly. 


Dadh, a qoak*rural and qt 

lown^to to obviously Ban* 
si Lai larhcory. It wns hart tkar dm 
focMr tmigh man of Haryana <a»d 
ika tormar cbial r «baM poll* 

deal oDa han^ ranUy shown any 


craiL And It M 


that his ousap 


broiAt out Altar Mr Band tmTi 

go down qc^MW sricb dm 10.000 or 
so aiidmrro CPw» ond tomb sbircs 
mnly dividod, rerooliog o fakk 
baling urbsi^riraJ mOi^ lo fact, n 
warn down so woU (dm oibsI st^ 
•bout baing tba "cbowJrfdor* of 
Haryana. Mrs Indira Gaodhi*s faidr 
ful sarviior and about Haryanak 
p iog rsss endar dm Cootfessl]) rte* 
waiuabip) <has wbaa Mr ■bajaa LaL 
the prcieni chief minister of 
fleryona* got up to speak, tfae crowd 
(urwid boatUo. Tbej bogan to wavo 
tbak bands naltntfr in tka air. Tba 
buiii 0 for about Hvo mi* 



goaA stoo^toek plan at Dndrt Mr 
IlmiBM tml who Aora one from 1, 
at 7 JO tbm anratog nd 
* aO dm lima, went 
IMr^^ Lai teak 
in IA CmkUb dark grey 
(Onckstoeot 
I • nobkckacad wiralM em J 






than two to throe thousand paopla 
(tbm ware women also In dm oon* 
jet veas) in tba crowds (Fataudi and 
Sona foUowad Balkbgarii) until the 
four-car convoy reach^ Kesli where 
Rao Birendrs Singh is supponinfi 
Rao Rai Singh. • fellow inir. The 
sirdng MLA. Rno Ram Hsram. a 
Cmct^I) rebel and former minis* 
car. IS standing on the CoDgreti(J) 
ticker and will it is said, give a tou^ 
fi^t to The Congraeed). 

aOBosphera became slightly 
flwra<bargM bare. It wes bare ihit 
one first batgu to see a few Ws of 
reforanca to tha late $an)ay Caodhi 
in a tow pastors hung dmcraotly in 
ite bnAAOund. Mr Rsjlv Gandhi 
also rafarrod to his brother wben ha 
about the aloctrifkadon of 
Haryana. Ir was after about 
toraa steps tnai Mr Candhi bogan 


autos to luA a graoi astont that s 
moaantmy fUAar of wuciy gomid 
Ra)lv Gandhi*! cool brow, aod Mr 
Bb^an Inl who had begun to make 
his way to ibe micropimoes hod to 
bock a w a y. Mr Band iml went beck 
10 cbo muvopbona. s^ thar Mr Bha* 
ko 1ml wo«ud not soank. Mr Raihr 
Gandhi swmM. 

Mr Rafiv Gandhi*! spoacb was only 
inmmiptod brtofty wnon aa oM man 
wick a waU*wocQ pegri drwnaticaUy 
made hit way towW« dm dais. Ten* 
sioo pipped iba Ik, as was apparent 
wfaae dmae uu ' toy man rusbad m tka 
snot, Aoir bands oe cbo guns tied at 
SBoir wrniss. bonaatb their bush 
Amts. Tbs olid mn. who Mr Gan^i 
■Ad tomuld be aPowed to approach 

ei MrCMhi*! 
ilaBcar 
li emm as a Bis of 



Csadhf esmpoigatog 

to introduce the kind of poiors his 
modmr makes: indaeiion of foreigD* 
■nai into Che irea; dm preeenca of 
v3^ p owers in ^ Indian Ocean; 
dm Head to make dm country count 
to world affain, etc. In oAar words, 
tba tola of the Congrats to tbs iati 3S 


If Mr G s mto ii can be c emparad to 
enybody, if not in cba tone of voice, 
bet m am pot phratm, it to perfaw to 
bis nmtbsr.io st^ aspeerad to be 
low*key and Asians wkn iw nca of 
histrionics. The Gandhi npi did 
mnko him look like his rnacmiul 
pnndfadmr—and so did tbo areft 
once lor tha ckurtdar over toe 9 
jamas that his lata brother ' 
although the waU*mada shoes be 
a bit tocongruoua with the 


py* 


a higniting friabnsss il1rw~mtmsnin 
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Mid ii (Bucb in his brief press confer* 
me folbwittg the Rohtek meetini. 
*1here wes no yerdsikk to mcesure 
intetrity, there could be no leui in* 

t 'lemenueioB of the snti-dmction 
onm used in West Bengal this euad! 
Would he eocept any CootreiMt) 
candidaie. if the Lok Dtl'BJP tlliance 
wen? Mr Cheran Sin|b replied (hat 
he would have to think ten times 
before doine so. When asked whether 
(he Lok Daf and (he BJP could mcnte 
in caae of victory, he said, have 
not t^en any decision w( bui lefi (o 
nyaelf, ws we'll do i(." 
what nad broughi the change of 

KERALA 


heart regardiag the BJP, with whom 
the ctpcrience of 1977'79 had not 
proved too Mpd, was the fact that the 
socioeconomic jMlkias of the BJP bad 
bccoM similar to those of the Lok 
DaL THky also believe in Gandhitn 
socialism. The mam ph&dple behind 
the ’‘alliance" was ot course that my 
enenu's enemy as mt friend; and Mrs 
Gandhi bad to M defeated. Mr Cbaran 
Sin|b felt that tb« would do better 
than they did in 1977. Never mind the 
Jittle tensioiu between the tsro parties. 

Seme one had complained to him 
that Donung that a few ^ the BJP 
candidates (the last of the Lok Oil 


candidates were withdrawing only 
that dav) were going around in trac* 
tors with the Lok DaTs green flag with 
a cycle on it. Earlier that day, while 
talking about Haryana, Mr Dtarao 
Sir^had meBtioned the fact that the 
bunaioes of Haryana knew the bound¬ 
aries of their territories and re.tpected 
them. Unfonunately, politicians don't 
always have this buffalo sense> Gras* 
i^ acrou fences has become a habit 
in the entire political fields in 
Haryana. 

MADHU JAfN 


Mrs Gandhi vs Namboodiripad 



ill Mala, the 
chaste wile, for* 
give Mr Karuiia* 
karan ever for 
keeping another 
wile?" Mall, the "chaste wife" is no 
hesutiful lady. Neither Is Mr Karuna- 
ksran a bigamous husband. The uues* 
tlun wsft levelled Iw veteran CPI lead* 
er. M. N Cuvindan Nair, at Congressll) 
leader M r. K. Karu riaka re n for contest • 
ing the coming poUs from two consti' 
tuencifs. MsJa. his old convrltuency in 
Trichur and now Nvmotn in Trivan¬ 


drum. Adding morv fliivuur 


|o the 

twu-cunstjtuehc.v dremu. the CPI(M) 
leader. Mr E M. S. Namboodiripad 
said: "The very fad that Mr Karuna- 
karan is contesting from two seats 
displays his indirect admission that he 
is going to lose In Mala." Mr Karuna- 
karan, however, was not to be outdone 
Said he with conviction during s re¬ 
cent election rally: "I shall not only 
win in these two constituencies but in 
a hundred more ii I wanted." 

It mc^t be wishful thinking on the 
part of Mr Karunakann for his firm 
belief in astrology almost made him 
postpone the eloction till November 
1982. Two astrologers had predicted 
chat the Congressfi) leader would have 
difficult times till November end that 
he should not "undcrteJte any new 
venturer." Mi Karuntkaran’i misfor¬ 
tunes stoned vrhen Mr Lonappan Nam* 
badan withdrew his supp^ in the 
middle of March (his year mod brought 
the rainistry down. In fact, earlier ne 
had decided to induct more miAistere 
in his cabinet to ouell the dissldeoce 
vnNtin the United Democretic From 
(UDF) till November. But be could not: 
Hence the elections. 

Elections to the state on 19 May will 
be the eighth to be held since the 
formation of the state. Once agaio the 
political parries in the state have de* 
cided Ml to give the state a single 
parry government For, pitted egainst 
each other are the two frontat The 
CPUM)*led Left Democratic Front 
(LDF) end the Conpesa(l>M United 
Democratic Front (UDFi. Till the dete 
of filing this report there is utter 
codfuslon among the constituent pert* 
aers of ihe two iroars. The trend was 


set on 17 April, the first dey of the 
filiog^ Bominetion papers. Neither 
the UDP nor the IDF knew how many 
seats (hey were going to fight. Neither 
had rhe fronts ^ided on their candi¬ 
dates. On 24 April, after the last 
papers had been filed, the leaders of 
the fronts were still unsure of their 
positions. Both were naturally trying 
Id strengthen themselves by trying to 
seduce members from the rival camps. 
Said Prof. K. M.Chandy, presently tW 
president of the Kerala PCDI) and 
who is shortiv going to take over as the 
Ueutenant'Mveroor of Fondkherry: 
’‘The benie lines to ws arc very clear 
On one side, (here are the Marxists 
and their allies and on the other there 
is (he ConipesNll and its allies." Both 
are vying with each other tu keep the 
other out of powe r . The electkin then 
will not be fought on lasues It will be 
fought for the sake of opposing the 
otliOT. Mr A. K. Antony, former CM. 
bad vow^! "We will keep the Marx¬ 
ists out of power for the next 100 
yean." Mr P. V. Kuobikinaan. the 
convener of the 1J)F had rtpU^ to 
that: "We will set that some leaders 
■re defeated and we will do everything 
to acnieve that end." 

4 

With that objacrlvc in mind, the 
malor forces, the CPKM) and the Con* 
gresa(l)^ormed their fronts. SItko the 


BMS: tough bairle ahead 



last elections in January 1980, there 
have been changes. The constituents 
of the fronts have shifted loyalties. 
Today, to all accounts and purposes, if 
the number nf parties are anv criteria, 
the UDP seems to be in a far more 
commaodifli position than the LDF. 
Said Prof Chendy; "^nce the last 
elections, bacauso of the wrong poli¬ 
cies adopted by the CPI(M) the Con- 
mss($ or Antony as it is called) and 
the Kerala Coniuess(Mani) have 
joined our front." The UDF was sure 
10 do well. Prof Chandy had his 
reauins: "In 1980, without the Kerala 
CongresvtMani) and the Congress 
(Antony I the UDP got 47 per cent of 
the votes. The CPf(M) led I.DF got 
SO 2S per cent of rhe Vores-^bout 
three pvt cent more than the UDF*-> 
With the Kerala Congress (Mani) and 
the Congress (Antonym backing them." 
This time the UDr has 12 consti¬ 
tuents—Congresid), Congress 
(Antony). Indian Union Muslim 
League, National R8P. Janata Party 
(GopaJan) Kerala CongresUMani). 
Kerala Contreis(jQ8epn), National 
Democrat k rarry. Socialist Bepubli- 
can Parry. Praja socialist Party. RSP 
(Snkantan Nair). While this nar in¬ 
creased the chances of the UDF the 
initial seat allocation saw a lot of 
bickering and dissenfion. Mr Karuna- 
karan could not satisfy all the consti¬ 
tuent mernbers with seats. Resultant* 
iy. rebel candidates who were refused 
ticka.s were welcomed Iw the LDP. 
Even among (be Congress(I), there are 
a few such candidates. As ProfDhandy 
pointed out; "The Coimreisdl is only 
contesting in JS out of the setts. 
Niturnlly when we refused many of 
our parcymen seats to accom mod ate 
others of the UDF. there wa^ a lor of 

diaappointmeni." Thi& disappointment 

took a turn for the worse when the 
IJ)P selected nine rebel UDF candi¬ 
dates as I ndependents. Among them 
ire Mr N. A. Karim, a former mmister 
in the Karunakaran cabinet contesting 
from Pal^iai, Mr T. K Hamsa, former 
Malltpuram DCOl) preiidem contest¬ 
ing from Nilamhur. Congressd) rebel 
Mr M. Kunhirahaman Nambiar from 
Uduma. Baby Mathew, former Con* 
$r9to(U activist from Thiruvanpadi. 


‘Drink and be happy’ 


already call me 

ST ui^ blr M. A. SadtniAdaA, 

preftident of the Madyapen (Ako> 
hoJ>c») Anodailon, when we met 
him in hii vilUie. Cranaanoft. Mr 
Stdanaftdan wa» refetniii to bis 
link I with the Madvapaa Aseocia* 
tion ( hence MF | and to the fact that 
he is a candiute for the state’s 
Aseembly electtOAi. All be wants la 
to hiahlight the plight of all elbow* 
ben^s. **We driuen have no 
rights at ell. All we want is to drink 
the unadulterated scoff at low 
prices.** 

Naturally, in a state where a 
aunlMr people imbibe laree 
quantldei of toddy and arrack. Hi 











SedtiMfiden: only e drink metws 

Sadanendan has managed co mus* 
ter • lot of support. That is whet be 
made ui believa. Poiniina to a heap 
of banners in a comer ot the room 
in his house where we were sitting, 
he said: "Each of the baaners 
means e vote for me I had re* 
duested each of my supportcm to 
meient me with e Mnner end oow I 
nave nearly a hundred.** 

We did not, see your election 
office when we came into the vil* 
lege, we asked the young curly 
haired Sadanandan. With a faint 
trace of pride in his voice, the 
aspiring MLA declared: "Every tod* 
dy and arrack shop that you have 
seen in this constituency is my 
election office.” He was not drunk 
but stone sober. Had he even up 
drinking, we asked, if the party 
president gave up drinking what 


Rebels have always had a field day 
in Kerala. Events have shown chat the 
smaller the party the greater its poU* 
tkai clout. In fan, some parries do not 
even have a flag of thiif own leave 
alone an office. Yet in the distribution 
of portfolios, if their front comes to 
power, they get preferential treat¬ 
ment. Paitymen, <tt all shades, have 
found it beneficial to break away from 
their own parties. This was soen as in 
ridiculous height with the breakup of 
.the RSP, e smell party in itself. ToMy. 
ritere ere three fectioas: the RS?, the 
national RSP and the R5P (Srikaatan 
,Ntir group). In spite ^ (be prollf^a* 


would tbt supporten do? ”1 have 
not mvta up arinkmg. Two months 
ego 1 had a fall ana ev«n^ cime I 
tooch a gloM 1 see dreams of the 
pain which followed ^ fak. Bui 1 
do drink a Maes or two of toddy now 
end then.' 

Sedanandsn knows bow to gather 
acMl involve people In his parry. HU 
elecrioo aeeringi arc boisterous 
affairs. Not witlMt reaeon. for be 
proaiics everyone wbo attends e 
drink. Neither does he forget the 
women, lo a psbttssion recently 
organised by bim there were 
around 300 women taking part. No 
one resented the fact that all of 
them ware brewers. 

It U not only the common people 
wbo are supporters of Sedanan- 
dan’s party with its rwo-leaf sym¬ 
bol. He told us that be had boon 
inspired to form the party by the 
wetIknowB elaywnght and scnpi* 
writer, Mr V. T. Nandakumar. And 
forhUeleaion meetings, Mr Sada- 
nan dan has found a w^thy 
eor, Mr Haridasan Vaidyar. 

The Madyepan Association's 
candideti is not the only unusual 
candidate taking part in tbt elec¬ 
tions. ‘nsere are others too. Among 
the Congre*e(t) le^cr Mr Karuna- 
ka^’t six opponenu at Nemon, a 
village on the eutskiru of Tiivan- 
dKim. Is the blind lottery tkket 
seller. Mr X. Rarindran Nair. Con¬ 
testing tbt electiona as en Indepen¬ 
dent candidate, Mr Nair is "only 
to highli^t tbe plight of the 

Highlighting the pliahi of the 
common people is "Cod's own 
agent oe eenh," SO-year-old Fr Ale¬ 
xander Lukose. CwtesUng from 
Kaduthufthy in Xottayam, this 
"slightly verra <mad)” priest has 
taken it upon himself to cure the 
world in general and bis state in 
particular of corruption. Fr Uikose 
naturally carries, in bis arms his 
cleansing agents: tbe Gita, tbe 
Quran and the Bible. He starts bis 
meetings by blessing his "congrege- 
lion." 


under the DDF banner. With the In 
ductioo of both the factio&s ^ tbi; 
Kerala Coagress—Haai and Joseph 
groups—tbe UDF has tbe backing of 
the Christians. Tbe powarhil Nair con- 
muniry has been repr ese nted by the 
Nerioaal Denocraik Puny (NDP; and 
the Esbavaa by the Sociabit Republi¬ 
can party. Acc^ing tp the LDF activ- 
Itts, (he coming togather of SRP 
and the NDP was a major break 
through for Mr Karunakaran arM the 
UDF. The Nairt and the Esbavat have 
been oppoeiog each other for years 
over the reservation of jobs. Tbe uha- 
vas have always bad jobs n i e r ved for 


musal reservations, tbe SRP grew oot 
of the need to defend and expand (he 
reservation policy. Strangely now^boeb 
(he parties nave joined tne UDF wiA 
only their eyes to power. The UDF 
eveo though strocm^has no common 
commitments to the people. Said a 
CPI(M) activist in Trivandrum, who 
did not want to be named, "The UDF’s 
conmitmant is only to thmnselvei: 
how to gain powar.^ 

In this already confuaed situation, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has 
emerged as a third forca, beside (ha 
UDF and the LDF. Its entrance was 
heralded by the Visbai Hiodu Samme- 
Ian on 4 A^il at Cochin. Described as 
tbe "biggest expression of Hindu soii- 
dartty to Kerala** it was decided at the 
Sammelan that Hindus must have a 
politkal party of thair own to projact 
their interests. The BJ? took up the 
challenge and put up its candidates in 
70 consiicuenciai—more than the 
CPI{M) did The BJP, It is said, is not 
interested in forming a govemmeot. 
Said a BJ? spokeman. who did noc 
wish to be named, "We will be happy if 
we win a doseo or so seats. All we want 
is to prove that we ore also a force in 
Kerafi.” 

The BJP expects a lot of votes. The 
CPI(M) tiis bMn dubbed a "party of 
violence" by the BJP because of the 
fights which occuM in Kerala be¬ 
tween the CPl/M) cadres end the RSS. 
All the non-Lef t votes will naturally be 
gathered by tbt BJP. 

"Only (he politicians are interested 
in the polls. The people seem indiffe* 
rent. I have asked my friends aod 
Bcquaimaacei not to vote,” said 
Dineih Babu, a post-armduate student 
in English literature from Ernakulam. 
when this correspondent asked him 
what he thought about the polls. "Poli¬ 
tics is bullstuc. No si^e party will 
ever come to power. Wiinin a few days 
troubles will start and soon the minis- 
xry will fall again... So what’s the use 
« voting.” Dinesh Babu is not the only 
one to voice such an opinion. There 
are many othen. In fact, an organised 
campaign has started against the polls. 
A chain letter is presently doing the 
rounds in Trivandrum. Tbe postcard in 
Halayalam requests "fmnds" to 
"please see chac you elect only true 
servants of the people wbo are free 
from comiption among the list of 
candidates, tf all tbe candidates are 
ctwrupt, invalidate your vote. 

If you invalidate your 

vote you will do a valuable aarviee 
to tbe people." 

Whetner people follow the direc- 
ti^ of the enonymoui letterwricer 
will be seen in a few days but five 
Inkh K*ra]itas will definitely net east 
their votes is this election. They are 
those working in the Gulf countries. 
Said Anand Josaph, an angineer on 
laava from Dubai in Trivandrum: 
"There are so many of us in the 
Bur (ha state government d^ not 
really care about our votes or us 
although we pour in so much money 
into our state, If tbe defence personal 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 


Mrs Gandhi vs Vajpayee 


m vheo Mrs Cudhi vuited 
^ Jl TKimuhtlfreMhforthe 
\l\l election caApainn oo 4 
V ml May, the biituishr oi the 
W W trip was the way she ez* 
pressed ner annoyance with tlie chief 
minister, Mr Ram La), and the 
Himachal Concresall) president, Mrs 
Sarla Sharmn. Why was Mrs Gandh) 
annoyed? It was because aa many as 21 
former Congreis(l) ministers and 
office bearers in Himachal Pradesh 
are in the frey as Independents against 
the official Con|rees<t) candidates. 
This was worrying Mrs Gandhi Before 
she visited Himachal there were 
rumours that these rebel candidates 
would be persuaded to withdraw io 
favour of the official candidates In 
fact the strategy was that these rebels 
would be brougnt to the dais when Mrs 
Gandhi addressed the election meet* 
iflgs and their withdrawals would be 
announced with fanfare. But this did 
not materialise and Mrs Gandhi was 
furious. When she got up to address 
The election meeting et the Ladies 
Park above the Mall in Simla, the local 
leaders raised the slogan “Indira Gaih 
dhi iindibid/' The response from the 
crowd was feeble. So, after the slouo 
had been raised twice, Mrs Gandhi 
angrily told the persons raising the 
slogan from the dais, “^arehez/ hind 
karo [stop shouting slogans)" and 
started her speech. This was a big 
departure for her from the past. 
Though as a constituency Simla hu 
been an opposition stronuold. it has 
always in the past accoroM Mrs Gan* 
dhi a rousing receptibn. 

The present sad state of affairs of 
the ruling party in Himachal stems 
from the events of the past two years. 
It had been a Congress stronghold 
since it gained statehood Io 1972 
imder the leadership of the late Dr Y. 
S, Parmar. He was the chief minister 
from 1972 till 26 January 1977 when 
the wrath of the late Saiojay Gandhi 
brought him down and installed Tha* 
kur Ram Lai in his place. Dr Pannar 
had been the chief minister for a long 

B eriod right from 19S2. when 
imachal had been a grade state 
and later a union territory' Dr Parmar 
is considered the founder of modern 
Himachal Pradesh. With his removal 
and the comiag of the Janata wave in 
March 1977, the tenure of Tbakur fUm 

wet shortlived. 

In the June 1977 elecdo^ the Jana¬ 
ta Party wave, dominated in Hiamcba) 
by the Jana San^ faction came to 
power. Mr Shanta Kumar (presently io 
the Bharatiya Janata Party) became 
the chief mioisiar. A cnaimtadnsi of 
inquiry was sac up agalsn Tlwkiir 
Ram Ltl and soma of bis miiUaten. But 
tba Janata govemmani in Himachal 


K 


•’V 

did not last beytmd January* I9MJ, 
when like Haryana, there too w Cun 
gressili fenned a government wiih the 
support of Janata ULAh who defected 
IO the new ruling party. The Congres- 
s(l) had nine seats in ihe 68 member 
Assembly. Thakur Ram Lai organised 
the defection of 28 Janata MLAs and 

formed a goverameni in January’ 1990 

The formation of the Congress f> 
vernmeni in Himachal was the un* 
oing of the party in the state. When 
Thakur Ram LaJ formed the govern 
ment of defeaors. a Un o( bad blood 
was created among the panymen who 
had remained l^aJ tu Mrs Gandhi 
during the 1977-/9 period. The Con- 
tresaosen in Himachal had by and 
large joined the Congresitl) at the 
time « the 1978 spbt. These loyalists 
suddenly found themselves dominated 
by the defectors when the CongreiKll 
governownt was formed. The sMds of 
dissidioce were sown m Himachal on 
the day Thakur Ram Lai's second term 
as chi^ Diniiter began. 

The resentment towards the defec 
tors among the "original* Congreu- 
men grew vdwn charges of corruption 
tgahm the chief minister and senior 

f ifty functionanas began piling up. 

9 b^in with, the chief minister's son, 
Jagdfsh and ton*ia*law Padam became 
notorious for their involvement with 
unscrupulous forest contractors. It be¬ 
came wtU-known that these relatives 
of the chief minister were involved in 
the iliicii felling of trees The relatives 
of PCC(I) president Mis Sarla Sharma 
too came into the limelight m the 
stories of corruption and neputivm 
which circulated on Simla's Mali The 
industry minister. Mr Ranjit Singh 
Verma, became ooconous (or the fohu- 
lous bouse vdiich he built for hunself. 
There was hardly a ounister in the 
Himachal cabinet who did nut have 
charges of carruption levelled either 
against himself or his relatives. 

The corrupt image of the Ram Lai 

A. S Va/peyee 



goveromenr wus strengthened by the i 
way the new chief minister got the 
enquiry commission set up against him 
by the Janata ^ernment scrapped 
and promoted the police officer who 
had wen enrrusted with the task of 
closing the investigations which had 
been ordered by the enquiry commii* 
Sion. The forest KandaU rocked Simla 
around September last year. Just be¬ 
fore the elections, the forests came! 
t^k into the news when the chief 
minister starred macupalictons to get 
the illicit limber, wnieh had been 
confiscated by the former Janata gov¬ 
ernment in 1$78. restored to the own¬ 
ers. These cases, numbering around; 
68, are itill peoding in courts. And the 
confiscated timber mostly balonu to. 
contractors from the Jubbal-Kotkhai; 
region, which is the conitiruenn of| 
Thakur Ran Lai. The Himachal High* 
Court has racently ordered that the! 
timber cannot be returned to the con-' 
tractors. The court has ruled that in 
case the timber is gAting bed. the 
government may auction it and retain 
(he m^ney from the proceeds till the 
cases are decided. But apparently the 
ruling arcles in K imachal want to 
restore the timber to the contractors, 
and this has erupted into yet another 
scandal. 

A further scandal which has rMked 
the government of Thakur Ram Lai 
recently relates to the smu^ing of 
liquor from a distillery in Mebirpur 
which inridcntally had coom up dui^ 
the Janata regime (Mr Shanta Kumar 
wanted to finish Mohan Meakins who 
have <iubsiantia] business interests in; 
t he M ate K It has now come to light that 
tv facilitate cbe smuggling of liquor 
without payment of eacise, a route 
from Mehatpur to Simla had been left 
free of excise barriers. The trucks 
carrying excise-unpaid liquor from 
Mehatpur travelled to Hamirpur, then 
on to Bilespur and ultimately to Simla. 
But large scale crime cannot remain 
secret long. On a rainy night an 
ale’t home guard, posted outside a 
minister's residence in Simla, detected 
one Mich truck and the scandal ex> 
ploded. 

So it is a faction-ridden Congressfl), 
whose image has been taxni^ed bf 
the umpteen scandals which have 
rocked the stote in the last two years; 
that is contesting the elections in 
Himachal Pradesh This should make 
the chances of the main opposition 
party in the state, the Bharatiya Jana¬ 
ta P^y. bright. But the main draw¬ 
back for the BJP Is that It has not been 
able to put up many known faces, With 
the defecriimi uf 1980, the BJP is left 
with very few old faces end becauM ill 
main plank against the Congreps<l) is 
going to be a campaign against defec- 
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At la8t...relM 

Another otM'tM 

a better QNtcun# 


KiMm I» tkMtt bb 4oM*e 
■HWgA Ao» oi i^KniJandl tT 
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tloiu» if hat Boi batft pottibk for cb« 
pm ID ^slckDtf to Aom dcffcton 
ID OD CoDODtld) who havt bMA 
tiM c^tt But (hi 

utl-«crTuptiDn plank of tha IJ?. 
vikk to tna othar nala ihnin of iht 
•tocdon raapalfD of Ur Shanta 


P^"’« "Of*. e»«B hl» Jif«l dMth 
Ikir^ Innirtr.^, which felt on 1 HiT 1982, 

s.bhattacharya 
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Mrs Gandhi vs Jyoti Basu 


O n 19 Mayh for tha tint time 
In dM htotory of India, a left 
ItOTirfimant wiU teak a 
'Iratik mnndtta after com* 
plattna lit full tarn In 
ofTKii U w alaoM the firit time tliat 
•B la^ao alactorata wiU ba caUad 
upon to ihra ita vardkt on wKai H 
■aant id M undar a left adaintotra* 
tioQ for five loof yaan. Will the Left 
Front be called upon to nile the Mate 
for tha next fire paara? £vefp iJidKa- 
tion aaya pea. 

On 7 and I May Un Indira Candhi 
iddrtiaad a number of election meet* 
inp in the itate and launched e bitter 
enack on tha Mancuti. She accuaed 
them of vlriatioi the political aonoo’ 
phert in the cute by iadulfin^ ia 
unpracedent noJence end nantioMd 
how Ur Ghtni Khan Choudburpi uttoM 
enetiy miniater had been preraQiad 
from holdmi election meetfnii ia 
Midneport That tba ConcreccOl to 
making tow and order an election iuoa 
ii evident from an advertiaament in* 
aerttd the pertrin aome newtpep* 
era in Calcutta: *‘You teve a choice 


fuel 10 chic faaiooal feud hac only 
made the party more dtoorpntoed. 

The Conpe^l) central leadership 
to aware of the l^•de^ootina factional 


to aware of me self •defeating factional 
tom ia Benaal. The removal of Aiit 
Fania ai PCQl) chief a few nMihs 
back waa ia fact a eitp to infuae 
more life Into the parry. As a aeauel to 
the reshuffle at the top. 20 new dictrict 
coauBitcece were itoo annousKed in 
November Uwt yev. But mn this did 
DM end the cquebbUnp witlun the 
perty ead the only reoli was that 
perukl commiifoa* were set up in 
some dtomctt The main drawMck 
Wit that the PCOI) laedership tned to 
enf oret proportioMl repmentation of 
the factiona artiee in various reeioos. 
Aaa result tbe new diivict committees 
arc 9lit from wiihiii. with m em be n of 
dtffereet froups pulUec in different 
dtoeciioaa. 

But axacUy how bitter tad self* 
dafeetuig the Muabblaa among Con* 
pesafl) men ia Mngal can eet became 
avidant ooca tha list of canoidatet was 


carted ^ the pertrin aome newepep* 
ere io Calcutta: “You have a choke 
between pence and stability aad 
lawleianeu aod enme.” And what has 
helped (he Congressfl) In ibis caak* 

K lip to tbe massacre of 17 Ananda 
argis in the beart of Calcutu. 
Another, and perhaps more potent 
issue entoog Cal^ttans, which too the 
Coftgfssi(l) is hi|hllfhnQC.to the iher* 
uge of oloctricity. According to tba 
Congrwis(l\ the Wt Front nes ivoi 


eted by the CPIfMl, like OparatiOB 
Barga and food for work, have given 
rise to administrative corruption' 

But even Mrs Gandhi's vtoii to West 
Bangil to unlikely to swiiu the elec* 
tions in favour of the Congress! U 
which has electoral adjustments with 
the CoDgrouCS), Muslim League, Gor* 
kba League, Christie Democratic 
Front and Jharkhand Party. 

The Congresidj to West Bengal 
M riddeo with factional squabbles and 
is in nopoairion to providt a meaning* 
ful ebanenge to the Left Front. De¬ 
spite repotted vreraings by central 
laadirrt and tbe ioiminenceiof tbs 
elections, the West Bengal unii of the 
CoBgreaafl) has been aboolutely incap 
able of MRling incra pany dlipuees. 
Tho fact (bat two central mmiitrrv-'A. 
B A. Ghtal Xbae Choudhury and 
Fiuab MukherjOD—insiw «k adding 


^psa(l) men ia Bengal can net became 
avideot QQca tha liar of canoidatet was 
announced. To begin with, tbe party 
leadenhip annottaced its Itor of candi¬ 
dates i day before tbe last date for 
filing oomlnarioni, clearly to avoid 
presuro bong buih up to change its 
mind. And oicrs than SO per cent of 
tbe caadidites chosen are totally new 
faces. Obviously, this bad been done to 
give (be party a fresh image. And 
tndta a few of those who bad been 
deprived of their old constituencies by 
the high command decided to take 
revenge ftf this *huiPiltation.* Take 
the case m Lakshmi Kaata Bose. Not 
only to be widely believed to have 
ktotoaflped aod tortured the Congrei- 
i(l) candidate from Calcutta's Rash* 

Jj^ Bara.' caa/Mear v kniiy 
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behari sett. Dr Hoimi Basu (Lakshmi 
Kanu Bose was the Congrassilj esndi 
date from Rashbehari in 1977K he ilso 
defied the party directive and filed his 
nomination from the Alipore teat (he 
later withdrew it) alter rhreatenmg Mr 
Debi Pal, the official Conirassll) 
candidate to withdraw from the con* 
test. Mr Pankaj Banerjee, following in 
Mr Bose's footsteps, alio filed his 
nomination from the Tollygunj constl* 
ruency though the official candidate 
was Mr Aihxm Dana. 

There to disaffection too among the 
“hOA iligned* group of the Conires* 
Km-ibose vrho do not belong to either 
tha Gbani Khan Choudhury or tbe 
Pranab Mukherjee camps^whjch has 
hardly found any represents tion in the 
list or candidates. Among them are 
promioenc laaderi like Mr Ramkrish- 
ni Sartogl and Mr Band Baran Das. 
Dissatisfaction ii also brewing within 
the party over tba selaciion of some 
cinoidates whom the PCC(I) had 
either suspended or served show cause 
notkei on for their objectionable acd* 
viiies. 

Yet, despite this, it should not be 
forgotien that during the 1977 Lok 
Sabha elections, it the height of the 
anti'Indira wave nhen the Congress 
bad fared mtoersbly all over tha coun* 
try, in West Ban^l it had secured 
about 20 Mr cent of the votes cast 
while the CFKM] bad secured about 39 
per cent. Again, in the 1980 Lok Sabha 
electiODs. held in West Bengal under 
tbe aegis of the Left From goxern* 
aent. while the CPl(Mi had secur^ 
about 37 par cent of the votes cast, the 
Congress had got about 36 pbr cent, 
improving its popular vote by about 
six pel cent. 

Basides, the Left Front, too, has its 
share of problems. There has been a 
lot of barpiniog over the allocation td 
constituencies among tha nine part- 
nen of the ruling front ICFI-M. CFI, 
Fprward Bloc, RSP. West Bengal 
Socialist Party, Democratic Socialist 
Party, RCPl, Forward Flee (Mariuat) 
and Biplabi Bangle Congress). The 
Forward Bloc for one has not bMn 
happy with tbe cut in its quota from 37 
in 1977 CO 34 ihia year. Tba RS? 
already a bit unhappy over the re^- 
ikoo of tbe plea for a berth in the 
recent Rajva Sabha elKiioas hai Juit 
maintainad its ouota of 23 seats aiM 
had not got anything more The CPI is 
tkot only unhappy over the small num* 
ber of iMU all^ted to it but also 
bacawae moat of the sMft allAr*Mirf 





it ^rt not “ufe." Besides, the comnon 
feeling u that the CPKMj has domin* 
ited the eattre show in tbe aUocation 
of a>n8rituancie« without caking the 
front partners inro confidence. This 
may have one effect: RSP and the 
Forward filoc may not put all ilieir 
energies mto campergning forCPKMl 
candi dotes 

Hut n musT alto b'.^ remembered That 
31>B2 nf>\ 1977, In 1**77 rhe 
wos r» .iged h\ :;!»• e«n^^ 


wtA its trade uaieos rtisftfjameed. Bvt over 20 seats Bedda^ the Janata 
dunng the live years chat ii has been Party wh^^oUad 20 per cent of the 
in power it has orpaaiaed and built up votes in 1977, ia unHkaly to do ee this 
us cadres and gaibered taore support, year. Tht 1990 Lok Sat^ Section 
especially in che rural areas. Beetdes, results ire a dear iadicatiofl of this 
there is no wide anti lefi front in Woet The guestioo then is : Which way will 
Bcoaal: the Janata Party has failed to the Janata votes go cUs time! Even if 
reach an electoral uademanding with a suhstantial pornoa of this »es to the 
c Conpressd) and is going it akme. CoQgr«ss<I), ^ advantage wlU stUl be 
jTuW rs the case with the BJ? and with the Manriiia 
I Luk Dal. There is only a limiced 

niersiandiiig with the 6>CMtfeas(S) SAUMiTRA BANERJEE 
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“Jyoti Basu is the most 
charismatic ieader 
the east has produced 
since Subhas Chandra Bose” 


_, Or Ashok Mttra, West Bengal's finance minister, tells Subir Roy 


Q : What m your view are the mam 
achievements ot rha Left Front 
fouornment? 

A; We claim some limned satislac* 
tion from the fact rhat we have been 
able to build up ;in infrustrucrurc <*1 
awarriH'»iv on Rjnonul ri- 

aweifnuss now 

cuurir^. narticularly the '.oontrv.Mii' 
Among ilic entiie r(la^K of m 

the !^l;ite Uiure is on uwaren^’Sj.fp. thu 
lirMiime Mnce mdependcnce.that tuv 
government is nai uh<*fl guantity, it 
can he moulded lo reflect their own 
views anU ampliations. 

To come lu (Ur specific achieve* 
menis. for the firit time since imJv* 
perid«ut'.\ ihc Loft Front Rovernnw-ni 
coulU .uinrimice .i proKfamrnv id frev 
prinwiv. .\s'i»ij(|.<r* and htglicr Mnr-o* 
M)<4( ,»tHiii i*>v» Oi'eli .tlih* rcj 
pldMii. 1.M !. i'*ur 

million LhiidicM. U .s pmviiJiiiv. Uve 
apparel and rexthiHiks and excicr*e 
books ((» schuoiiiomg children b< l<mg- 
mg (D poor families. Ir has assumed 
full respopsibiJitv for providing educa* 
tion tn ihc children of adivasi and 
harifan families. It has, for the first 
lime m the country 1 think, taken on 
the resawn si hilitv of providing pension 
to agricultural workers and small far* 
mer> over &U. it has pioneered Unem* 
plovinem assi^cance to young irer and 
woineu. 

Wt* htui; iieen *ib!n to rcKi'ier nt 
least Mnc tiiillion new* sharec'uj^ovrv 
OR our I chords and rnsured iheir 
tenancy ol land We have oisc ensured 
ihui wh«r< they go to the banks for 
agruuJrural loans they ere not turned 
away on the alibi that there is no 
co] la lord! Through the panchav ats wv 
have bven ahlr to fronsmii- for ihe 
firsi lime .."i* ’rdependvO'V sti duy 
pan id rli>* y, piiw««f anU n*'p;*n 
sibiUry to ilu u^rnuinvly The 

assets * 1 ) 1 * p3ucluivats have nuiU up, 
cuupiod ivnh ihw aJilitional sid.m.hes 
provided ?n poor hirmcis. would in (Air 
•* >>w iu ih«» 


Villagers. We can already tee chii 
happening, the rate of groro in Watt 
Benpl's villages hat caruinly Kcaler* 
ated since 1977. 

Q: How dent dtis growth compere 
thr msr of the country? 
n ihtf last five yean West Bengal 
Ui'.< j\itc to mainuln an avaraft 
. .*:rjlrui:d growth rale of 4$ per 
(«ii. this ;s imluding the drought year 
in 1117*1. wnvroas the national avenge 
lor uny tivc*year period has oever 
goiiv bevond 2 6 pn cent. Along with 
(ho brvakihrougb in agricultural pnv 
duciiviiy there has been a break* 
through in the sphere of small acnle 
*.ind ciHiam* industries. The rate of 
rriiwih lu*i*.' has been b e twe en IS and 
.’!! oir (vtit There has been a 
*.*.ound*'i*'> upsurge in the fields of 
.* !'i.i T>;*cir .vinall scale and cottage 
I’ !• :*** vkhtxh hjv had its unpaci on 
; -i i(*soi ot village incomes and at 
Iv'.LNi a marginal impact on the demand 
lor 'he products of urban Mustries. 

Q: Ak you go round thif eouMiystde 
do you iromediatety notice any 
change.’ for exampie. Jeu of aodaf 
destitution.’ 

A: I will put it the other wmv round, 
tn rhe past, in years of drought there 
wriuld be an eii^us of people from the 
rural areas to CalcsTO. Ibis nbe- 
nomenon has dropped draaadcaliy in 
tlu* b%t five years. 

Q: Can you pvt $0 txamplt of bow 
rural se'ff<oeAdence has grown? 

A: Our chief minister comrade Jytwi 
Basu is perhaps rhe most chariapmtic 
leader the east has produced since 
Suhhas Chandra Boae. Now be can 
collect a aowd o£ 19 to 20 thousand at 
least anywhere di half a day's notice. 
But if a functionary ei our party or 
frAflt tries to addreu a ma^ng b 
C alcutta at ftoo<lectioa time, be will 
be able to gather barely 500 people; In 
Lalcutta people have grown much 
mote (ynical and blase. But 11 even 
ini» non-ilcKtipt funenooary venturod 
jueddreaa a maeting b i vUlAta. ha 


thousands. This shows the sense of 
identification with the Left Front and 
its government in the villages and the 
belief that its policies wifi lead tn a 
total traasfornation of the country* 
side in time. 

Q: Hon would you describe your 
record on tba xndosrhaf front? 

A: There were various problems we 
faced when we came to power In 1977. 
There had been a long, almost IS-yaar 
ilidtback in West Bengal's industry 
prior to 1977.1>ere are three or four 
factors responsible for this. One Is of 
course the consequences of the parti- 
lion. If you leave aside tea and jute, 
the biggest hope in West Bengal lay 
with the engineering industry. But the 
government of In^a in 19S7 intro* 
dueed the notorious policy of freight 
MuaUsaiion in coal. Iron ore and steel. 
Tms took away West BeagaFs location* 
al advantage as far as the enginsurlng 
bdusiry was concerned. 

The other blow lo West Bengal came 
in 196S when, because of the global 
recession the centre decided to cut 
down on railway orders. This made 
engineering industries in the state lose 
something Ue Rs 500 crores of orders 
annually. Tba third reason was the 
central directive to the public finan* 
dal institutions to concentrate more 
on the less bdustrialised nates. In the 
Fifties, West Bengal was more indus¬ 
trialised than many other states. Now 
thbgs are quite different. Todoy even 
in the private sector about 95 per cent 
of the funds for new investment come 
from the public sector financial in* 
stitutiofti. So private industry will fol* 
low the flag a the public sectiv finan* 
dal instimtions. Over the last 25 years 
funds for bdustrial investment have 
not beea available in Weal Bengal. 

Q: 9ut ia Wear Bengal ir is tba 
pnaotan who were aiao aboant 

A: Because td the URTP and FBRA 
rettricrioiit, and the historical realiry 
ol such unit! being ceaceatraied b 
Wtat BanaaL chev were aaDub^v m* 








«t«ri wcf« (oU ia advtoce tliai they 
WDuU fee funds only if (hey moved out 
of West Bcn^. It ii the with 
direa eentru Urreftmeu. I oennot 
reseotber e single new cutnl invest* 
meat dediioo fot Weet Beoftl in ^ 

C tu veers eneept the Celcutte 
ro Rail, While inowtrUl output in 
the country as ■ whale row by 40 per 
cent between 196S ted 7S it eetuelly 
fell to Chet ifflount here 
0: Thee /s the pen you indented. 
Woer ere the concrete echteveoiaeM 
of the /err fivo years? 

A: We here incretaed our outlay on 
industry, bit smell, six times in 
the lest live yeere. The me of iadust* 
riel crowth is no loetit oegerive It Is 
roughly two per cent per annum for 
(he Mst five yeen. When tve came to 
power there were roufhK ISO sick end 
dosed Indwsttiel unics. we have pick* 
ed end chown end been able (O revive 
about 3S ol (hem. thus creeling jobs 
for about 60,000 people. We het^ for 
our pert, (Tied to raise ihe tise of 
public outlay in West Benul. The liw 
of the budget has jumped from Rs 765 
crores in 1976*77 to Rs 1.600 crom lo 
the current financial year. This ii 
unprecedented in the annals of public 
finance in India. Simultaneously, we 
have pushed up he state's annual jHan 
outlay from Rs 200 crores in 1976*/7 co 
over Rs 750 cro.as in the current yeer. 

We will do what we can on our own, 
through budgetary operations and 
throu^ trying to persuade the banks 
to give ut adoiiional commercial and 
industrial finance. The benks are not 
couperatingi they belong to the central 
government sector 
Q: So whot a iJie rdui/on? 

A; lliBt is why we are insisting with 
the Reserve Bank of Indie and the 
centre that they allow us to set up a 
bank of our own. They heve allowed 
the government of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir, so why not us? 

Q: ATow, whar are the /ai/ures char 
you are odautting 6e/6re (he people? 

A: 1 am personally very unhappy 
with the progress tve neve nade io the 
CTinsport sector. We have put some 
new tramcars on the road, we have 
renovated some old ones. We have put 
on the road some 500 Rate buses. Mt 
limultiiMoutly private operators here 
withdrawn bt^ of the same number 
from the transport system. 

Q: I find th$t tnoag the fMiJunt you 
have not JBenboned power? 

A: I would not admit for a moment 
that power represents a big blot in our 
effort over the past five years. I think 
that the average ci(iaen vw agree thee 
whereas in ApriI*May 1978 and 79 we 
would be without power on an average 
for ten lo 12 hours a day, todav the 
figure is about two to three kiurs 
daily. That certainly ia progren. We 
have added 600 MW to the system. We 
have also offered subsidies to units to 
set up their own cepeoty end this has 
added ijwtb^ 200 MW. We have also 
enaured that each yeer from 1961 to 
'17 a new unit is added, to 1^7 (hen 
wtU be i dmatk chaage in the Rtue* 
(1 m; from 1«400 MW capadey in 1977 
PgHjdT enpe^ chan.wdi riae to AOOO 
.fWv*; - , • . 


Ihe project was senalMed in 1972 or 
72 but when we came to powg in 1977 
we found the arda was an arid rreck of 
lan^. 

0: But xfl rems ed your own revised 
scheduJe^.. ; 

A: la terns of our revised schedule 
(here has been a alight slideback of 
about six otcodu. But we ariil bold that 
the first unit anil Ran tmeratini in 
1913. 

Q: Bur che aaio probJem on the 
power froet bos bon act of isuuUod 
copociff bur urifrmiioe of capeciiy, 

A: Tnere also we heve aeeo some 
improvemeiM. 

Q: HTiee rbe Loft Front gonnunont 
came ro power we were toJd tbar (he 
Congram gottnmoat had f^oggod oV 
sbo uoics sad nor pertodkac^ otw* 
bau/ed them. Tbei wooid lokt one ;o 
oee and a bsH yeors, ofi&r which rhere 
would bea driflMCic isproremenr. Bur 
noehiM like rhis has nappened, 

A: ncre 1 would like to make a 
disiuKiMn between (be WBS£B units 
located ai Santaldih and Bindel. 
Capacity utilisation at Bandel has 
beM remarkable, about 65 per cent. 

Q: But Bandel has been a rrtdi- 
cioeaiUr weilruo plane. 

A; Mspite the faa that these are 
worn out plants; this is quite remark- 
. able compared to the rest of the coun¬ 
try. (he highest for (his type of units. 


Challenging 
a charisma 


W ho would be so foolhardy as to 
chaUenge West Bet^ chik 
minUter Jyoci Basu lo bis bastion 
Satgaclua from where he was re 
rurm in 1977 with a record 46.S36 
votes {the highest polled in the 
stale) with bis nearest rival (railing 
to a massive 36.446 votes bchiadf 
Bus this challenge is being taken up 
with a vengeance by loul school* 
teachm Diaabeodhu Bairagi who 
has secured the Congress (1) ricket. 

Mr Baiibgi Is no reluctant party 
openrive on whose shoulders has 
fallen en uopleasant burden, llte 
40'year'Old acboolteacbcr is rather 
relishing the banle ahead and has a 
coherent ideological posrtion. He 
comes from a faauly of leftist 
miadod people and was once a 
cbefff of the veteran RCPl leader 
Soumendranath TagiRe. He says 
confideotly that for Mr 
u this time it is rm going to be a 
walkover. Ha will sec to tnat. Kis 
maiA prepaganda plank against the 

chief mioaster is inar unok his nj 
leftism has made no heedway* 
What are Mr Bairagi's assets with 
which be proposes to fight hii for* 
midable enemy? Well, be had about 
Rs 1.^ in a pom office ecrount of 
«Akh be has wiibdrewn Rs 1.000 
for ripelgnlng Pvtv funds art 
yet to come and so me publicity 
material has also oot arrivM Being 
(be eldem of 12 brothers and imters 

ha driM 


But we are a little cfirippointed with 
the perfonnance of die nuouldih un 
its. When we came in there were two 
uiuti, now There<are four. But capacity 
uribsadoA has risen from 37 per cent 
to only about 42 per cent. OveraU 
capacity uo lisa non in West Bengal is a 
shade less than the national average, 
about 44 per cent against 46 per cent. 
Bandel is otore end Sanialdin is less. 

0; And Durgspur Projects Ltd. 
(Drll IS very poor. 

A: DPL, yrs. It represents a diffe¬ 
rent genre of problems. But lei me 
concentrate riui now on Sanuldih. 
There were prwlemi of coal handling, 
quality of coal, teething trouble of a 
new generation of oquipment, but de. 
spite that there was a residual prob¬ 
lem of management, failure of produc¬ 
tion management to some extent. One 
major reason It'that not more than 20 
per cent of the employees feel politi¬ 
cally sympathetic to the Left Front. At 
crucial places where we need the coop* 
eration of the employees we did not 
a«i It because they felt politically 
hostile to us. This problem has to l>e 
tackled in e different manner. 

But 1 must also mention a ^erul 
prokem which is af feci mg work in all 
SKI ions of the economy and life 
There is e certain cynkisn. PricK are 
rising. Prices rlM bKSuse of the deci- 
stoni of the government of Mrs Gandhi 
but the same government bans strikes 
when workers try to gee compensatory 
increases m wages At the same time a 
form of government hu been encour* 
^ed whKh places a premium on mak* 
ing a fast buck, on making money by 
unethical means. Through bearer 
bonds black money has been legiti* 
otised. In this moral climate there is a 
certain diseqfhantment ail around. 

Q: Lot me make «rwo' ^nts.* one. 
even those unions which have been 
syapothoiie to rhe governmenr heve 
nor shown su/7;cient htvoiromtnt with 
tboir work end, rwo. even given (he 
geoaraJ ie>*el of morsVty that you 
spook of sil over rhe country, orher 
pam like MaharesAtre heve e higher 
ievei of adminiscreiive efficiency. 

A: Even without your prodding this 
is the point I was coming to. Let me be 
candia. There is a lisdessness that has 
affeaed the quality of work both in 
the administration and elsewhera. 
TheM are forces in operation whic h we 
have ro fight. All I am trying to say is 
that there has been a corrosion of 
national fiioreJity all over. This is 
being encoun^d by 
Reversing this trend is a challenge 
which we have to take up. If you ask 
me, we ere not satisfied, ihere is this 
whole issue of motivatioo. We know 
that we have to tell our employees that 
it is for the sake of the poor that they 
ha^ to apply themselves harder. We 
are on our own, the centre will not 
help us. We have to create our own 
assets and resources for which we have 
TO woris in a much more coordinated 
and dedicated manner. This challenge 
lies ahead of us. One should judH the 
perfKmaAce of the second Left Front 
govemmeot—end I can say with some 
confidence that there will be a sKond 


PARLIAMENTARY BYELECTIONS 
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Postponement has only 
helped Bahuguna 


CM thlDi bicoiMi ckv aft«r 
^ • sitit to GvhwtJ; tiM Con* 
■ |reM(I) ii defioUtly not 
M triicinc ch« byeUccicn 
^ there ti juit tneilMr elec* 
eontefc. The tnoufit il it tpend* 
iiu on thU bytlectMd il cloier to whet 
it It iMAdiflc on the Auenbly elec* 
tkooi in Mch of the fovr itetet. It it 
•kwtr M thoueh this cenuitueney, 
perched on the hiUi of UP, it elecdni 
e petenrUJ PrUe , Minister 
ihii fictor het fooe in fevour olf Mr 
Heoivtti Nendts Behueune, the 
Denecretle SoclelLii Pim Teeder who 
Is conreitiiie thii sett leetnit Confrei' 
td/i ^enffe Mohen neu. The ever 
t|e voter feeii thet if Mr Mhugune is 
returned victorious fron GerhweJ, he 
will be the next cliimsnt to the PM's 
eheir. A minister in the UP cebinet, in 
feet, expressed the feer thet in esse Mr 
Mufune enters Perlienent he would 
creece e lot of problems for the ruhni 
perry. And it is precisely because « 
this ftir (het both (he centrtl and the 


state f ovemments are tiyinp to ensure 
(hat Mr Behuiune dues not reach 


(Btt Mr BeAMuna dues not reach 
Parliameni, The wiy the GerhwaJ 
byeleciion has been postpoiMd only 

K s to confirm this suspicion. The 
hwsl seat has been lying vacant 
since May \m. 

'niough the Coofress(I) wemi to be 
in ri^t earnest this time and has 
laucKMd a massive camptipi (on 29 
April Mr Brebm Durt end Ur Gulab 
Sin^ a state minister, told party 
woners in Pehradun (het Mr knugu* 
na would lose his des^c), its various 
organisations are still throwing up 
flimsy excuses for postponing the elec¬ 
tions; college examinations, strikes 
shortages of polling booths etc. But the 
most ludicrousergrument put forward 
is (hat ifi May*June GarhwM is flooded 
with pUmims end if elections are held 
on t9 May. there will be a scarcity of 
buses. Tnis would create in uproas 
among iha pilgriins and (he ine^ of 
the iovemment would be camishod. 
But (be people who are arguing thus 
forgat (hat the last tiae ek^jons were 

•chtduicd in Cerhwal wm on 16 June 

1961 when the area was full of pil* 
grias. 

Mr Bahuguot began his election 
campaign on 30 Aphfwhen he entered 
Dehredun accoOMnied ^*his suppor¬ 
ters on moiorcycJe^k and in cars ski¬ 
ing “li N. Buiuguna rindebed." Mr 
BaJiuguni was In fact comlag from the 
Kail lisafiU at Dai, 12 kro away on (he 
border of Sgheranpur and OeAradun. 

pel 


as (he local people turted joKung him 
This is the dmeroMe 'between Hr 
Bahuguna's supporters and Hr Negl's: 
(be entourage which accompanies Mr 
Negi consists of* people from outsuSe 
Gvbwal. 

As soon as one enten DMvadun the 
diffeceoce in (he mood of (he people 
berweee June IMl and May 
bacoaset evident. The UP government 
baa. by post poning (he elections, made 
Mr Buufuna's nciory a cenainiy. In 
June 1961 (ha Dehradun Assembly 
constituancy^unlike Badrinath. 
Kedamaih, aarnpraytg, Fauri and 
Lansdownowifas considered Mr ftahu- 
guna'i Achilles’ heel. It was for this 
reason (bat (he CungresMi) had pin¬ 
ned i(S hopes on Dwadun. A large 
number of Wnubivoters were agaiait 
Mr Bahuguna then and the Cori^msdi 
candidate had managed to woo a large 
section of (hem Bnid^ the BJP was 

W eed to Mr Bahuguna while the 
Del, which has po^ets of support 
m Dehradun. was indilfereni to him. 
But (he scene today is different; the 
BJP and the Punjabis are aligned with 
Mr Bahuguna and Lok Dal w^ers are 
doing a Jut of groundwork for h^. The 
change of heart of the Puniabi busi¬ 
ness communiiy was amply borne out 
by (be warmth with whKh it welcomed 
Mr Bahuguna when he reached Dehra¬ 
dun. It was evideot chat he had made a 
dent in this Congrewdf) stronghold. 

There are other advantages too 
which Mr Bahuguna can reap as a 
result of (he elections beuig pint- 

B ed. The last time the bymecrioo 
been announced the suie govern* 
jsent had let it be known bi the Kedar 
Badri area the govenunent would 
build bridles and roads in ihai area. It 
had even fulfilled a part of Us fwoinlse 

Bahuguna; Mpfd by hts eoeaie* 






by constructiog toiae. Bui some minis¬ 
ters had even gone to the extant of 
registering (he names of a lot of unem¬ 
ployed youths they met on the road- 
tide ana promised them suitable Jobs, 
But once the election wts postponed 
(hey were forgotten and none of thain 
got jobs. 

Interestingly, the mintiitri who 
were in charge of the election cam- 
ptign in the Mdar Badri arei in June 
Ian veer have been replaced; insteed 
of Mr C. P. N. Singh and Mr Bam 
Baten Singh, Hr N. N. Singh and Mr 
Sanjgy Sxi^ arc now m charge of the 
campaign These new functionaries 
hive made new promises. The common 
man it naturally annuyed ihe prom¬ 
ises mate earlier hive not been ful¬ 
filled. 

The Congressd) had alwi been bank¬ 
ing heavily on the fallout of the pan- 
chayar elections, hoping that the en¬ 
tire area would h** divided into two 
groups leaving Mr Buhugunx in a weak 
position But (hat did not happen. Most 
M the sarpa/H/i> m these pemrhaytts 
have been returned unopposed. 

Again, (he faci (hat Hr Bahuguna 
has a definite edge in this election was 
evident from the m<KKl at the election 
meetings of his contestants. At Mr 
Negi's election meeting on 29 April the 
divided loyaftieik of (he Congressmen 
were eviteni; Mr Brahm Dutt's follow 
ers and Gulab Singh's supporters set in 
separate groups in the pandal. 

In direct contrast to this, at Mr 
Bahuguna's meeting on 30 April his 
supporters and wooers were discus¬ 
sing how he would bring about the fall 
of uie union government once he was 
elected to Parliament. Some of them 
were even naively remarking how the 
Carhwal contest was for the post of the 
Prime Mioister. The very fact that a 
large number of leaders from a num¬ 
ber of op^sltion p<»]itica! parties sat 
M the dais and spew to the workers at 
Ur Bahuguna's meeting reflects the 
change in the acaoe(d>ere u compared 
to m. 

However, Mr Bahuguna^s biggest 
hurdle seems to be the indifference of 
(he average voter towards the elec¬ 
tion. His party workare have to face 
cremendow difficulty in trying to con¬ 
vince the villagen that the polls would 
definitely be held on 19 May and the 
votes too would be counred. The 
second obttacia seems to be the Mus¬ 
lim VBiei in Dehradun. Like last Hoa. 
the Muslim voters seem to be favour- 
ably diapoaed towards rim Ceagraeiff). 





THANE 



We wiU nm woricen* inues. die 
hamtaient, indaidetien end ter- 
reriimg at workers b; the Ceop^ 
s(I) |memaieftt»'' he decUres. ihe 
constitueiKy lies 1,50.000 workers. 

Dr Semefii, with e flemibi orea|e 
m $i hit irabol. is eipecied to 
make inroees withui the areas c( 


BAYANA 


Opposition divided 


T he fallout of the Chandiurh 
coDvention has more or less 
fifted the Bayana scheduled caste 
reserve Lok ^bha seat to the Con 
gr^I). The opposition's applecart 
was overturns the eei^ day the 
Chtftdifarli coavanijon was 
announced. Several youu ectiviits 
from Bheratpur ana Dbolpur 
had decided to fi^ Mr lUjsyilal 
Suman, the aenaral seaetary of the 
UP Janata Party as a joint oppoai- 
tion candidate from this consatuen- 
cy. The scratefy chalked out by 
some Dal vaaders and Mr Su* 
man's supporters was that the 
candidate would contest on the 
Janata Party symbol but wid) the 
active support of the Lok Dal. 
However, arter the Chandiaarh con¬ 
vention, the relations Mtvreeo 
these two penies cot so strained 
that the Lnk Dal put up iu own 
candidate, knowini full well that 
Mr Sunan was the only one who 
could poasibly defeat the CoBerasa 
(1) candidate. Ur Lalartm Xaia. 
Ii6 Sunan is one harljen leader 


whose popularity has spread 
thro^ (M Bharatpur and Dnolpur 
districts of Rajast^ to the Apa, 
Mathura and Mainpuri diitricti of 
UP. Aware of this important, win- 
KUii| fictor. many ot the youu 
■CQvidts from boui sides are srifl 
keen to tet e last minute withdraw¬ 
al of tbt Lok Dal caodldaie. But the 
Jaaata's central leadership, 
strangely, is keeping silent: None of 
then is prepared to contact 
Chaudhury CImrao Singh or m 
other Uric Dal leader to plead Mr 
Stnnan's case. Thus, vrnat would 
have been e certain victory for the 
oppecinon, has now turned into 
probable defeat.* 

The Coogrem (I) candidate. Mr 
ijiaram K^in, is ao old party work¬ 
er, but his standina atnong the 
bariiaos. as compareo to that of Mr 
Suman. is not very iapreaaive. Mr 
Kain'i chances of vtctm therefore 
depend very largely oa m division 
in the oppMitioa votes. Ireakally. 
however, the Coopew (1) too is a 
house divided. Difference! be- 


nrnen the former chief minister, Mr 
Jagannath Pehadia and the chief 
minster. Mr Shiv Charan Mathur, 
have percolated to the iratarooti 
level in the Bhpratpur and Oholpu^ 
TMre are nine candidates con¬ 
testing, but the fight will be mainly 
live-cornered: between Laiiram 
Ktift (Congress-I), Ramjilal Suman 

2 anata Percy), Chet Ram (Lok 
Jl. Budhi Ram (Coiweas-J) and 
Raujiltl Mibamana (BjP). Of the 
latter three, the Lok Dal is power¬ 
ful only in three Assembly consti¬ 
tuencies, the BJP has no hold what¬ 
soever over Bayana and the Con¬ 
gress (J) might wve been a force to 
reckon win if it had fielded Mr 
Suresb Ram. (He was earlier think¬ 
ing of contesciftg on the Lok Dal 
symbol.) Tha rw fight tharefore 
^ ultimately be benmn Mr Kain 
and Mr Suman and the only com- 
binanoe chat can possibly defeel 
the Congress (I) w be chat of 
Ramida] Suman supported by tha 
Dal. 

UDAYAN 8HARMA 


n^bree miiw politicil parties and 
Xonc powerful Independent 
candidete are emtesting for the 
Thane constituency seal, said to be 
the second largest in Maharashtra 
with 9f20,000 voters. This being a 
byeleciion caused by the death of 
the BJP MP, Mr Rambbau Mhtigi. 
voting is expected to be barely 30 to 
40 per cent • end in these condidOAS. 
it IS said that ihe BJP candidate, 
jipnniih Pitil, has an edge over 
nis rivils. 

BJP bigwigs are making a serious 
ettenpt at gerring Detta Sanani. 
the Independent candidate fighting 
on the Xamgar Agadhi pUrform. to 
withdraw from the scene in their 
favour. But the redoubtable Dr 
Samant is firm in his decisioe to 
contest. The mein thrust of his 


campeign is to expose the aati- 
worker, enti-working class charac¬ 
ter of the Congretid) and he sees 
elections as a procass of education 
to this end. '*why do we need a 
manifesto." says hii brother, f N. 
Samant. "Which party has ever ful¬ 
filled the pious promises stated in 
their mani/esro? We don't want to 
capture the Delhi throne. Our plat¬ 
form is economic and not political. 


Prabhakar Hegde, is the president 
cf the Thane diitria Congreis(l) 
Committee. He is a popular figure 
but the party itself does not have 
much ot a standing in the six 
Assembly constituencies that make 
up the sprawling parliamentary 
constituency. In the 1950 Assembly 
elections the Congress!I) got e totel 
1,52,036 voters from the six consti¬ 
tuencies aaaiiMi the BJP*! 1,32,536 
votes while the Janata party got 
14,911 votes end the Congress!5) 
10,411. The Congress(5j which lost 
its deposits in all six constituencies 
is supporting the BJP in the bvelK- 
tion. Mr Shared Pa war himself has 
campaigned for ihe BJP candidate. 

Janara*! Ditte Tamhane Is 
•Mtber good worker and li su^ 

K ed by the left perries end the 
lanii and Workers' Party 
<PW?). The PWP and the left have 
some pockets in the 470 villages 
tbet fell in the constituency, though 
the BJP is not far behind. BJri 
Jaganaath Patll has already toured 
ili villages. Patil*s work is con- 
aidmably easier because Mr Mhalgi 
had won the seat twice in 1977 and 
1960. 

OLGA TELUS 


Darts Ssauar 

the Congress!!) and its eUy, tM 
Shiv Sene The leiier oocc bad a 
strong bold in Thaoe, but as in 
Bomny city, they htve been losing 
thmr appeal among the Mararhi- 
^eaidim factory workers. 

The Congrassd) candidate. 
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What is 
Anandatlarg 

all about? 

Tho killing ol 17 Kvgii in Calentia !• 
making ovorybody a«k qoMtion all ovor 

again. PJIRTBJI S. BJUIERfEE ro p oc U . 
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E veo • week after the luiliDg 
of 17 Ananda Mar^ii in Cal* 
cutta by frensied moba no 
one was any nearer to know* 
iE4 who had orfaniaed the 
brutaJity. ETeryone was agreed that ir 

wai an organiied aod premeditaied 
act, but therea/tar the coasenna dis* 
appeared. To ita original charge that 
the CPKM) was responsible for rbe 
kilUngt, the Ananda Marg added a 
cleaD for tba Coogiessd), the 
Marg was sure that Ifrs Guxfiu's party 
had nothing to do with it. This made 
the politico diriAoaa orer dw iisue 
mm pmoiiDced. For its pan, the 
West Mngal p<dke had narrowed 
down their suepiCMA w about a doeea 
youths of aast Calcutta who balongad 
to no party in particular but ware 
always ready to halo out any party 
that oeadad nuicU powtr. The 
police's principal su^ect is 4&yaar* 
old Ram Saur who is laid co be very 
^influential^ A cou^e of dari after 
the naseacre there was a homo expl^ 
sloQ ai the Ananda Marg caocra in 
Chandaaagora, 30 km from Cakutta. 
Obviously the Marg is readying itself 


Charred remains of Margis on At}aa Sem 


for either revenge or bener self- 
defence. 

Through the week the dtisent of 
Calcutta did some inteaec soul 
searching. It shochad than to raalisa 
t^t they could oca call tiicnuelvee 
civilised any longer with the old self* 
coofi^ce. A group of prominent in¬ 
tellectuals led w Satyajit Ray issued a 
sratemeoi conoemoing the killings 
aod hoping that the eixiuiry ndcred 
a^d ylM long term measures that 
would preserve "the fair name of the 

^'Sne obvious beneficiary of the kill¬ 
ings was the Ananda Marp itself vrhich 
for dm first time in its existent 
seemed to have pined a measum of 
popular sympathy. Not that there was 
a rise in its populan^ but a new 
curiosity about its actmty. What is the 
Ananda Marg all about, everyone was 


Thera are aej mvber of iwasoiu 
why the cuh hM never woe public 
syapethy. but tlU most imponui Is 
iu issociacion with violsM. The 
Ananda Marg. lad by a man who 
commands toraj sway over his disci¬ 


ples’ lives, has been involved in ghast 
ly murders of defecting Msrgis. boml 
attacks on Indian missions and stab 
bings of Indian diplomats abroad, self- 
iBunolaTiODs. Onr of the Marg’s most 
visible bibits has been the petrifying 
skull-end-dagger rt/idav dances. Also 
there is the general animosity that 
invariably develops in the neighbour¬ 
hood of most major Marg centres. 
Margis have this unenviable record of 
strained relations with local residents 
vrherever they have established bases 
It has happened et Tiljala in Calcutta, 
Furulia, where the original world 
heetfciuarters of the organisation was 
located, and at Ranchi, whtf e in 1967 
the headmauten were relocated. 

Ai Funilia, where the Anand Marg 
centre bad come up in a SOdacre plot 
donated to the or^isabon by a local 
raja, things came to a head on S Bdarch 
1967. Tension had been brtwlni in this 
primarily adivaii hill area for soma 
aunrhs: the adivaiis resented the erro* 
gance of the Margia, and the cult's 
mdual aDcroaehaant on thair land, 
goon af tv in aatabUahment in Docem* 
bar 196S aa the global haadquartars. 



























ilto centre expended et a freniied 
pace, end SOO aa«$ became too small 
m the planned netv facilities. So the 
hltrfiis moved into the neichbouhne 
villages, drove out the resiMnts, ana 
began putting up cheir own buildirtis. 
They beat up trespassers and snatched 
their betoneinis; a milkman who used 
a oud tracK that wound throu^ the 
Marg enclosure one day had bis cans 
seised by Margis. The ailivasis natural* 
h soon turned hostile, and the local 
vPI unit, pouncing on the opportunity, 
whipped up tension. 

On the morning of S March, the C?I 
gethered between 4,000 and S.OOO 
angry adivaiis,and th^ began chant* 
Ing; "We want the Anandmurtiji^s 
httd " Five awgdhoots were killed as 
the frenzied mob attacked the centre: 
but the baba with his wife, son, and 
some aanyasis escaped in a car. The 
Mart's hostility towards the Marxists 
perhaps crystallised from this inci* 
dent. 

EX'Margis. talking of the cult's 
estrangement from the general mass, 
especially from people who stay in the 
neighbourhood of tMir centres, say It 
is a result of their bloated superiority 
complex. Margjs. they lay. look down 
upon the uninitiated; tMy ere sup¬ 
remely convinced that they have come 
to rule the wurld, to create a new order 
ill society, the Aedv/pra(see box) raj. 
The present system, the existing 
values, everything, it has been brain* 
washed into ihem, is awaiting destruc* 
lion by them. It is the Ananda Hart 
that will usher in a new world, and 
presiding over this changed society 
will be the Anandmuniji, the "henevo- 
lem dimior." '‘Democracy," says .Sar* 
kar, ‘‘is mob rule, and mobs are ruled 
by fools." 

But just how will this radically 
changed society emerge? It will (eke 
time, but juat when and how is a 
secret, "the cosmic secret." Secrecy 
has always been barker's convenient 
refuge wnen hii glib talk has come 
under the slightest (end it can only be 
the very sliutest) of sautiny from 
credulous fmlowets. Indeed, at one 
time Anandmurti had announced the 
sadvxpres would take over the world in 
the year 2027. but that specified date 
only 4S years away now seems too 
smell a time for the promised revolu* 
tion to fructify. "Violence," Sarkar 
now stresses, may be necessan to 
bring the sadiopre^ to power. "Vto* 
lence,** he reportedly said, "is the 
essence of life. Lack of violence means 
death.'' 

The sadvipra revolution will be pre¬ 
ceded by destruction. Every vestiM of 
society as it Is today mil be wiped otic. 
frfMTi the poetry of Ta^re to the 
mosque of the Muslim. As Sarkar told 
followers at a lecture in the 1969 
Dharma Maba Chakra at Chaiipur 
(UP), so long as the present system 
remains, nothing new can he ushered 
in. Bverything taat is outdated must 

£ , and (here Is so much that is out* 
ted. Ihe new world, emergine from 
the ashes of the old, wiU be inaped. 
moulded and ruled In accordance with 
the Anandmurtiji's five proutist phn* 



Secunry giNinf Md dog protect 
Mfrance to nf/tfa'wnrld AeadguarYerf' 

al boundaries perhaps the same as 
today's maps snow,. And with space 
travel, the Ananda Marg empire will 
extend out into the universe, or so at 
least Sarkar once dreamed. Wrote Jas 
per Kay in a 1971 issue of the*//fu5 
crated Wttkly: "The Anaoda Marx 
claims ta have branches on S2 
planets..." 

The Ma^ls in the early Seventu^s 
must have ganuioely believed the 
claim, u tl^ do every word that (hi* 
Anandmurtiji, the^rarak-brnhm,r (gr>d 
incarnate), chooses to uttn. As an 
ex'Margi put it: "The Ananda Mai g\ 
rarest capital is gullibility, and nbw 
lute blind faith." Sarkar outshines thr 
whole legioci of soccessful Indian gwl 
men. No beha. pcharys ni yop can 
command is his following a faith as 
total, ax unquestioned is does the 
Anandmuitiji. Detailing the "incred- 
iUy amazing" pow e rs of Sarkar, Bi* 
joyinanda awadkoor. the Mare's 
eoucation aocreiary, explained; "He 
does not need to Warn. He knows. He 
can speak In any language, any dialect. 
He hi«*i taken courses io thace 
tongues. The words of the I'ftguages 


dp Ms . The word *prouF k an acronym 
of'progressive utnisation.' the inditic* 
al ^Uoao^ty propounded by ^rkar. 
PrMtiia IS neitl^ communism, nor 
capitalism. "Capitalism makes men 
beggars, commuoism turns ihe beg¬ 
gars into brutes. Hence the only true 
way of salvatkm: progressive utilise- 
tio^ 

s tre ss in proutism is on the 
ratiohil dittributton of wealth, as 
opposed to Man's equal distribution 
Chuy key Industries ml be controlled 
by the fovernmaat. the firms and the 
medium scale industry will be run by 
producers' and coasumeri' cooperp* 
tivas. The ecooomy will be con sump- 
tioD-based. The world will be a confed* 
eration of countries, with mtemaiion* 


lust come into his mouth even though 
he may never before have uttered 
them " And the Margis believe, Baba 
has a speitul command. "Ha speaks 
nnd wi nes the language better than 
(he bt*st Shiike^pearean scholar." 

hir the record, Uma Sarkar. the 
AnaiidmnrtijiN wife who in 1971 re* 
wiltud and walked out of the Marg 
along with a few awadhootSy told SUN¬ 
DAY; "He can speak about 14 or IS 
languages, most of them Indian, some 
ju^t a few words, some well." One 
ex-awadhoor added; "Whan the baba 
some veers back visited Europe whara 
I was (hen posted, I asked the local 
Margis to speak to him in their own 
language, for the Anandmurtiji said ha 
knew wary tongue on earth. But baba 
made no reply to the questions (hey 

C ut in their native language, he only 
leased them. That raised my first 
doubts." 

Such doubts however arise In only 
the occasional odd Margi. For the rest, 
the baba's word is the ultlnete, the 
unquestionable. Margis die for a da^ 
shaft of their Cod, even if it is a 
darsban from afar: and if, perchance, 
the shadow of a smile plays on the 
beba's face, they are the happiest 
people in the world. "Sarkar has 
purchased tbelr hearts and their 
minds," said one intalligence official. 
"This is unparatJeied exploitation." 
The Margis submit to every caprice, 
every whim of the Anandmurtiji, even 
when they realise if li exploitation. 
For social scientists researt^ing hero 
worship, the Ananda Marg should 
surely be an excellent sample and a 
peep ut ihe Review Defect Solution 
(RDSi sbssjoiis could perhaps be in* 
vuIuBhle, 

A r the KDS sessions, which are 
ittended by the Marg'i top secre¬ 
taries from around the world, Anand¬ 
murtiji receives reports of his orga> 
nisalion's aciivlties in all quarters of 
(he globe. Anandmuniji sits-on bis 
asan, a cane in hand, and by hix sida 
sit (he Marg’s general secretary. Sar* 
bi'shwaranaftda. Sarkar's personal 
Karaananda, and a secretary 
o1 ISMO. the mspanion department. 
The M'Cfvtaries from home and abroad 
eruoi r1:e ae^isitm room one by one, 
wi*l. lUeir iMor ai.d reuon reports. 
As they enter, tlics disrooc* and stand 
starknaked lH;fore the baba. The re- 
piifV xs read, aod as soon as it :$ over. 
Sark.i/ cane, striking the 

seiieiary '>n his butri'ckv "Worthless 
fellow? TaM Silk mg, do Imie chau." ho 
shouts it is a hi zaire .vene The 60* 
year-oJd baba caning h nude middle- 
aged mail, the man leitini: out rries of 

S ooy, the glint ol sadi<>m flashing in 
e baba's eyes. After every report is 
read, and everybody caned, the naked 
Margis ^form a short tandav dance 
before ihe baba, their Cod incarnate, 
And v«on enough the pain in the 
buttocks Is forgotten, and dressing up 
again, the sacrararius prepare to leave 
for (heir rlacc of posting, as though 
nns*- - 1C ^ ,■* n^npened. For the Mergis 
uki .< '•/‘Vinn xsonly 

2S 


« blnMiif, a fncdott ot a icc«id*a 
divine contact gr^xtd to better their 
conduct, tbeir mindi. 

The world for ibe Ananda llarg ta 
divided into nine sectors, headoutr* 
larcd at Berlin, New Ywk, Hone Kong, 
Manila, Delhi, Nairobi. Cairo, veorge* 
town (Guyana), and Sydney. Each d 
these sectors composes several re* 

J .oni, Om regions are broken up into 
iocete, the diocese into blocks, end 
(he Modes are further subdivided into 
panchaytes. It Is the job of tba sector 
secretaries to report whether the 
targets stipulated ^ Anandtnurtiji lor 
the Marg'i various activities in the 
sector and its auMdivisions have been 



ichteeed. And (he tvaets art aome- 
dnea abaurd. AiDoni w aetMtias oi 
the Marg. for lasiaaca, H totting up of, 

or rtad^ prmdng pretaas in every 
pan d m world. (Tite preiaes, b^ 
ddaa publishing Idarg lltaritttre, are t 
aeurce of income, taking on outside 
fobs). Tb* target for acouiriog presses 
Is often one unli in each region every 
SMUith. *lmajtine buying i pre^ in 
communist <^a. eapedaUy by an 
oriinincion like Ananda Marg. It is 
just not possible. And yet there is the 
larget, one every month,* said an 
tt-Margi. "And uit consequence of 
missing targets Is of course the btbe's 
cane at the RD8.* 


‘PM didn’t hire goondas to kili us’ 


Antndolurti. the /ounder d the 
Ananda ilarf seer ft an e/uifrt 
person he does nor meet the prras 
end even refuses to sign papers of 
his offstiisstion. The ra/king end 
Che siMing art done mesriy by 
Anande Juarg'^ genertf secrrraiy, 
Sarveswtrenands Awadhoot reca* 
nicaffy the heed of Che organise rion 
since Ansndmurrf does not hold 
soy offico in the Ananda Ma/g. 
H%en BARUN GHOSH sppft^chod 
Antndmurrt for so inrerriew he 
was directed to Sorveswinnondo 
by Anondmurti himsoU. "Ht wiii 
do the toJking for me," he soid. 
BjKorptn: 


Why was Ananda Mtrg set 
• up? 

: After world war D people were 
suffering from e ptycl^sodsl cri* 
sis. They were Iming for s new 
philosophy to life. To provide this, 
the Ananas Marg was brmed, on t 
January 19SS Its motto is *^]va- 
tioQ of tha sail and service to 
humanity.** The ornniutioA was 
started with only 20 members. 

Q: Wbor ere the etms and objec¬ 
tives of Ananda Merg? 

A: We believe that the entire 
cosmos is the projection of the 
supreme consciousness and every 
individual is the manifestation <n 
such a consciousness. And through 
the process of sadhena (meditation) 
one can achieve parama purvsa or 
hrahm% (enlightenment). 

Q: Wher trerico people to your 
aoisahen? 




The philosophy of life, the 
scientific proceii of aadhana, 
taught by the mlaskoiu and service 
wltS lacnAce rendered by the orga' 
niiatfon. 

0.’ Boar do the Morgis lead a 
tpinniAf hfe to your oiganjaarien? 
u than any bar if they are mar¬ 
ried^ What is your marriage 
ayatam? 

A: It does not matter whether a 
Margi is married or u.dit.im*^. 


Q: Hew many feUowara do you 
have? 

A: We have 2,000 saoyasis out of 
which 400 are sanyaaiais (andhuo- 
kas) all over (be world. But there 
are about $,000,000 diiciplaa of the 
aiaakm throughout the uobe. Our 
orgaolaatieo has spread over 112 
countries which are subdivided into 
nice eectOTL India, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Nepal and Sri Law arc 
grouped under Delhi sector. 

Q: Youn is a big ortaoisation. 
From where do you col/^ money 
to run jr^ 

A: We have a decentralised finaa* 
dal system. The district eootmii' 
tees are responsible for looking 
alter all the eapenses in the dis¬ 
tricts while the caatrel committee 
only maintaias the accounu con¬ 
cerning tba ceoBml committee. We 
have tivo types of eepenies: organi¬ 
sational and philanthropic. The 
organisarional eipenses which re¬ 
late to what is spent on building 
ollices end spiritual coofreaatioos 
like dharma chakn and obarma 
maha chakra are boms by the hUr- 
gis ^mselves. Money for other 
eipenses is cMlected from cbe pub¬ 
lic. Every Margi is expected to 
cmitribute at lean two per cent of 
bis or her income, Other sources of 
income isdude publicatuns, farms 
and presses. 

Q: We have beard that Ananda 
Marg has links with the CIA. Is 
there any truth in this? 

A: Thm is no (ruth ia this. We 
are neither CIA agents nor KCB 
agmiti. Our social (bought prop¬ 
ounds that **oo individual should m 
alluwtfd to occumulete physical 
wealth without the clear ap^val 
or permittion of the collective 
body.* II this is so, bow can any 
camtilist agency support us? In 
1990, when ethe went abroad, capi¬ 
talist countries like USA, Ceneu. 
UK, Austnlie egd Italy did not 
issue visas to hidi. 

Q: How is Anandmuniji diffe¬ 
rent from other god men like 
Adtarja Rajooeeh, Ba/ Baba and 


Mahath Yogi? 

A: To be very frank, we do not 
believe in the philtwhy of god- 
meo. because even inoividual is e 
manifestation of Ood 

0: ft is believed that the foJJow- 
en of Ananda Marg indulge m 
viofenr activities. Do you approve 
oi vio/ence? 

A: We dont approve of violence. 
Every Mnrft niust follow yama and 
aiyama. fama Includes ahimsa 
(non-violence), so how can we 
approve of violence: Tandava 
(tiance of death) does not represent 
violence, rather it cures several 
diseases and infuses manliness in 
humaru. Titii was propounded by 
Lord Sadashiva. 

Q: Why are you so secretive ab- 
our your organisation? 

A: We are not at all secretive. 
These are juir rumours which have 
been sfwead by vested interefts. 
One example of how such rumours 
are ipread is evident from what 
happened in Kasba-Tiljali the 
otner day^by spreading rumours 
of child lifting. 

Q: We have heerd thet even Mr 
Sarkar's wife bad brought some 
changes aga/osr Aim. What are your 
comments? 

A: She geve some siatement in 
the court which was not believed by 
the High Court and proved to be 
Mased and prejudiced. 

Q: Mrs Gandhi had banned Anan- 
da Marg during the Emergency; 
how ts it that today you are saying 
(bar sbe is t democrat? 

A: Even though Mrs Gandhi ban¬ 
ned the Ananda hla^ one thing is 
dear: she did not hire aocwdits to. 
kill us. 

Q; To what nolitkal pbiloscpby 
do you dtibscTthe? 

A: Ourt ia a socio-spiritual orga- 
niaation, so how can it have any 
pditical bits? 

S : Ara you in any my connected 
I the RSS? 

A: (Liu|bi> Hew can that be 
pooible? Wt nave no organisation¬ 
al links with the B^. 




n wM u ?unili«< tfrer the indd«ni of 
Uareh 1967» thet the ttorn't 
fuit ebook the AneiuU Man'f fortm 
of bUod filth. If the CPl-Ad idiTUi 
mode on the vrorld hendquerten wu 
preplanned, bow wu it tbot the all* 
kiKming, aMOine God incimtte bad 
no k»owle<I|e of It. itked luepidout 
awadhoota And bow could ne» the 
eareJr-hrthme. Mcepe with his wife 
and eon In a car, leavioa the 70 odd 
Maraie, five of whom got killed, to face 
(he mruied Santhals. Ibe whiapert of 
doubt grew louder foUowina the 1967 
elacrioru, in which Aare Banieli, a 
potliical wing of (he Mar§, coniettad 
in Weet Bengal. Aaandnurtijj peno> 


aallv bleesed every. Aara Bauali 
casdidaifr before the polls, dedaruf: 
‘Victory wiB be yourt!” aod yet not 
one ciMldate could even recover his 
deposit. Suspidoe in ewadhoors* 
minds naturally now todi f inner roots. 
And then came (be Incidev at Coocb 
Behar in August 1969 in which the God 
incarnate was rou^ied up. aUetedly 
by some CFKU) cadres, and later 
arrested. ‘Each of these incidents was 
like bullm that pierced the Iron castle 
of ow belief—the bebef that he was 
oiBflipoteat.* said an ex Marci. 

In 1970, haunted by the streii|then* 
inp doubts, two senior awaonoors. 
Taptshwarananda and Mriiyua* 


javananda, donned robes of slightly 
dmerent shade, and set up a school at 
Kakdwin, on the Hoognly estuary, 
south of Calcutta. Two other Margi- 
sanyasis Sushnutananda and Sudhn 
nanda. later joined them and soon 
there were seven of (hem, at Kekdwip. 
and they sent letters to other 
awMdhoots, explaining their stand. 
Yes. th^ had lift the Mara they 
wrote, but they hadn't quite dissoci¬ 
ated themselves from the oult. 

An awadhoor, Madhavananda, who 
turned approver in the CBI instituted 
case against Anaadmurtiji. confessed 
that he murdered all the Kakdwip 
deserters around April 1971 in the 


AnandmurtisThe man and his mission 


A nandmurti Pravar Ranjaa Sar- 
kar IS today a very sick man. He 
ii suffering from diiMtes and piles. 
He rarely stirs out of his south 
Caliutri residence Every morning 
the Margis assemble there for dis¬ 
cussion and work He is 61 years 
old; he war born on 13 April 1921. 
In the Bihar railway town of Jamal- 

C ar. The Margis havahoweveribeen 
rainwashed mto believing that he 
wet born on the same day and the 
same time as Buddha. Indeed, his 
birth anniveiarv is officially cele¬ 
brated on Buddha purnjm'e. His 
official biography, released in 1971 
when the cult was passing through 
a rather had patch, fantasises that 
when his horoKope was prepared, 
the i>vn<J»ts were astonished by the 
unusual configuration of stars and 
planets and they forecast that the 
child would grow up to be an ex¬ 
traordinary person. And (he pun 
dns were proved right even as the 
boy grew to be four. 

Says the official biography: "Dur¬ 
ing quite a number of nights a 
strong storm would be raging in 
JamaJpur and the child would be 
carried away by the winds. He 
would not awake till the storm 
carried him to the other bank of the 
Ganga and placed him on a wide 
stretch of sand, ail alone, at dead of 
night As the storm subsided, a 
fadiru with... a trxshuf, would 
Mpear from nowhere ...(and) urge, 
'Say. child, say,' and recite ttie 
axvafflaiirraa.'With the return of the 
itorov the sadhu would vanish and 

tha Uttla child would be carried 
beck to his bed...One night the 
child snatched away the cn'ahiil of 
the sadhu, who ioimediately cast 
away his guise and ...(there) stood 
Shiva himielf.*' 

Anand Margis relate several 
other stories about the young 
Anandmurti's divine meoifesta- 
lions: how lor iASttace, a girl called 
Radha became infacuateo with the 
small child, and ultimattly died 
pining for him. It was Radu who 
had lint called him "Baba" ; or bow 


wbaa the boy touched a farodous 
child, it fall Mad. uttenng dishset- 
W, '^ba*. But as ex-Margi Kawal 
Eishore wrote; ‘The one thing 
these sieries have io common is the 
fact (bit (hey cannot be verified." 

Serkar went to school as Jamal- 
pur where his father worked with 
the railways. He did hu BA in 
Calcutta, from Vidyasagar CoUeaa. 
While in Calcutta he stayed with 
his uncle, Sami Chandra Bose, the 
namesake of Neiaji Subhas Bose's 
brother. The opp^unity of this 
coincidence was of course not 
wasted: ai one time it was circu- 
laied that the Baba is a rdation of 
Neiaji. The myth helped attract 
into the fold several young college 
students with the revolutionary 
spirit. 

Sarat Bose was. a ranmc, and it 
was from him that Sarkar learnt (he 
practice. According to Ananda 
Marg spokesmen, it was io Calcutta 
that be found his first diKiple. 
Kalikananda Awadhoot. After col¬ 
lege he joined the railways at 
Jamalpur. and continued rantfic 
Aoendmart/ 

r 



practices. In 19S4 he set up the 
Ananda Marg Pracharak Sangha, 
and neat year, Ananda Marg was 
officially bm. Soon the cult spreed 
across India and in 1966, a new 
world headquarter was built at 
Anand Nagar, the model Margi 
township m Purulia diitrict, West 
Bengal. In tha same year, a mission 
was sent to Kenya; the Marg had 
begun to spread abroad. Today the 
cult has members in most countries 
of the world, (hough, of course, 
(heir number is often below 10 in 
most of these countries. In Russia 
for instance, there are only 3 Mar¬ 
gis; in South Korea some yeers 
Mck, (here was just one, while in 
Japan the total number of Margis is 
noi more than 15. 

Sarkar propounded his philoso¬ 
phy of proutisffl after the formation 
of Ananda Marg. The five prind* 
plH of his prograsaiva utilisation 
theory are: 

*No individual should be allowed 
to accumulate any physled vr^th 
without (be clear permissiOA or 
approval of tha collective body. 

vTbere should be maxiinua ud- 
llsatloa and rttional diatriburion of 
all mimdana, supra-muadane and 
spiritual potentUlities of tbe uni¬ 
verse. 

*Tbere should be maximum uti- 
lisatiwi of physical, KMtapImictl 
and spirinuu potentialities or unit 
and collective body of tbe human 
society. 

*ThWe d)ould be proper adjust- 
meut between these physical, 
metai * 
mi 

*Tbe method bf utilisation should 
▼ary in accordance with the 
chaogei io time, space ood person, 
and the utilisation should always be 
of a progressiva nature. 

The prouust policies will be fol¬ 
lowed by sadriMS. when they taka 
over tbe worlo, to govern. SMvip- 
ras are the elite Hargis, "the intel¬ 
lectual moralists, ^ysically fit, 
menially devel^a^ spiritualfy ela- 
▼attd.‘ 


letapbysical, nundaoe, supra- 
lunoana and spiritual utilisations. 
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iUBfles Dear Jamshedpur. There were S 
in total about 30 murders in the foUow- ■ 
ing cnoRths; Madhavananda confesed | 
be himself was involved in 16 killings. « nflB 

Hie bubble burst on 1 (ktober 1971. i f lK- 

Anandmurtiji's wife, lima barker, was TiS . 

tor a very long time entirely unaware HfH 

of the murders. And when she learnt 
W them, she was shocked. Finally at 'B 

The Calcutta Dharma Maha Chakra of * ft 

1971, Uma Sarkar, along with Anand* i b 

sranljrs PA Vishokananda and a few >9B*. 

other twadhoots. left (he cult after a * jB 

heetid ariuvant with her husband. ' ■ 

PoUowinf Uma Sarkar's defection, K^l 

aevara) othW awadhoors left the cult. H I 

aad on 29 December 71 Anandmurtiji ^ *|EJ 

vraa arrested on charges of cun^piracs* m|B 

tn overthrow the governnivni and 'WB 

abetting the murder of lia den^rteis m 

Madhavananda. who was also / 

trratted, turned approver, and the * J 

sessions court sentenced Sarkar to life ^ 

inprisonmeni But the Mar^ appealed M 

10 the Pa i na High Court a ml engaged u ^ 

battery of top lawyrrwSankarda^ rT-|gr fj 
Banarje*. Asoke Sen, and N age swat Maw kwinwMih 


Prasad. lUm JcthmaJtni too was con¬ 
sulted. And as the case coDtloued, the 
Anafida Margu around cbe world hit 
tht headlines with ilarming frequen¬ 
cy. todias High Commissums were 
attacked, threatening If tiers were 
posted, and fanatic MargU immolated 
tbemseUes to meas for the release of 
Anandmuniji. some the most vio¬ 
lent iocidants occurred in AuacraJia, 
Britain and Berlin. 

When the Janata Party came to 
power in 1977, the ban was liftad, and 
ui the case at the Patna High Court 
which sail was dragging, tbe CBI be> 
fan takiM much lesser interest. The 
court in tM end. thanki to the skill of 
some of the nation's top lewyers, ac¬ 
quitted Sarkar and the other accused 
and in Occober'76, the Anand Margis' 
Cod incarnate stepped out of jail to a 
joyous welcome. Tne Marg began re¬ 
grouping. and m the homes of several 
ex Margis the chill of fear returned. As 
an ea-Margl put it: "Hie baha never 
forgets anybMy." Even today, Margis 
who hive left years back are wary of 


What causes mob violence 


The mtfSMicTe of Anantib,Mar^» in 
Cakvrtj has ontv agdin rui.^c^ rht* 

i ue«rion. whst turns a moh viohur? 

T M De h/umhi. 4 CAkutu 
pgyrbisrrkr who has earned out 
extensive srijdie« no the <(uhrecr 
both in VK and India Itsts tht- 
eMUS4%. 

radhi iangen. aCcoid:ne to 
Hindu scMptui\'v onr nt ihr 
lii human ripus ivicv.>) guiding tlu' 
human behaviour 1 rcud. ton. held 
that sex and aggrvsMiHi act- rwii 
basic human trauv Km-h truMu 
tion was nothing mure than a nun- 
ifestatjon of reprosvil cluldhtHjd 
aggression. Instinctivi.h. therciuie. 
human beings are «iu aggre^ivv 
and angry lot. And onlv a spark in 
nocessarv to light the firv—in turn 
ordinarifv docile, cinzvns vuilt-nr 
An individual mnv tuin viulvnr 
because of brain ilarnagi. mvnt.ij 
illnevs or eixiulninal JiN(wb,tnce. In 
contrast, group ui colltn.iivi' 
lence is mosily ideulogival. in- 
sirumrnidi and ukH’ilii^itial. Wliui >i 
means is thui m.im i>t'upl«' Iivvjujm' 
of (heir sYm|)iltll 1 v^ lui an iiKn>l<i>r. 
or obedience to a )<\<Jvi ivoiibj nrn 
hesitate to cninimt In utal turn* il 
thc>' are convinced iKdi ihis wiadd 
serve the cau.w uf ihv perxin 
whom thev ar«: dvHicatvU 
Among other reasons likch m 
promote cnllective violence i- ero¬ 
sion of values and uiher sf^i.il res¬ 
train cs (bar keep people nwav i'u>ni 
violence. The cliiuvdl term lur u i'-. 
disindividualiHiiiuni ur ubeii lu .* 
group, an indiiidual loses hi» 
identity and acquires that of the 
group. Thi.s can make even a meek 
person very aggress:ve it (Hat in 


whrit ihe prevailing mood uf ihe 
grvup iv lk> fnlluMS cither the "in’ 
stinctudl iniit’N*' or "learned be¬ 
haviour*' In Mmple terms this 
mt'ans. fu- on the instruction of 
the group 01 learns rii act as (he 
maMMiH oi rhe gpiup dues. As a 
nH-mlnn in a uionp hi* hei'vriH's 
aiuMivnuins and ilK*r«-by carries no 
re%ponsibiliiv for his actions which 
lie would normallv have «> an indi 
viduaI. His entotnmal and regres 
sivc behaviour when thus disindi 
viduated. ls reinforced by the be- 
liavipur of (he group. And once 
such behaviour is rewarded, the 
malaise is likely to run even 
di.'i'per. 

And :i could well be rewarded, or 
at leavl ciKouraged, ,by racist or 
Toialitarian governments, in serve 
thvu own ends* diverting attention 
Imm rtuHv em 1 »arras.>ing nr sensi¬ 
tive pn>blcms. and generally to 
ne*p unite (he country. The 
tH*ntxaii«K' of Ji'WN tn Hitlers fTer- 
inanv, fnc uistsnve. is one tvptcal 
csample. IKyrhologists call this 
ph**u«^iK‘n::u ’Niaiutgoating*. Allied 
10 ^hi- afi.* a< -s n1 mob vuil.-nre that 
,!••• ii.iNNpu d di.jdacvd* a^yrres- 
sMO„Thiit !>. agmrssnui on ]>cupU' 
wnu ogr 'ddU’r* m' tjuip ihv moh in 
*.iH’i,i| sMiu. .*<Mno. race anil be- 
'let Hiina -ir^ nfitm msiigaie Mich 
VI .h-ui,'' •' ivlia* jr»- i»TnWHl 

'pi,-iuqjv(* u ’Mvreotypis' oggres- 
iionvt * 

Pic'u'lici- a.viesNion is indeed 
K\hM t.i«:>-.i. s u. havv happened in 
t akuita 11 a i.iopt' whyn (he .Anais 
d.t %vt%- ^lau^tervd The 

mnb. i»j at a pa;t of tbe mob, 
Mje apl-arviilv prcjudKed against 
the An.i id,t and convinced 

that Ihvv ci( ciiild Itften. And 


significantly the aggression was 
sparked by rumours, seemingly 
malicious. 'Prejudice* or 
'stereotype* attacki are usually 
committed on members of ethnic, 
political or social groups, whom the 
mub "disapprov'es.*' 
interestingly, "threatened siiua 
(ion" from a common enemy, 
irrespective of prejudice or 
stereotype thinking, may unite the 

S oups to direct their aggressiun on 
is enemy. As often seen, anti¬ 
social gangs Join up when (be police 
arrive and fight them, often until 
death. In such circumstances, group 
and social values are (he haJlmarks 
but sometimes they find no pome of 
return. 

Mob violeoce is a global prob- 
lenH-atudents in Japan, workers in 
Poland or Czecbuslovakia, Roman 
Catholics in Ireland, coloured peo¬ 
ple in Britain, and whites in S. 
Africa, blacks in America, fanatics 
in football grounds, eithur get vio¬ 
lent or become targets of violence. 
These are the burning problems of 
all nations, where one or a combina¬ 
tion of aforesaid factors may well 
be the causes for unnecessary vio¬ 
lence. In fac^ conflict bemeen 
groups with incompatible goals, 
rapid social changes, unjustified 
rewards, gap between haves and 
have-Qots. social injuivice. perc«|v. 
tion of unfair treatmeDt, frustration 
in achieving goals, either over- 
correctiMi or under correction of 
tbe forces of social control, cultural 
norm. avaiUbiliw ,of destructive 
materials and lack of accepted pro¬ 
cedures of peaceful resolution of 
conflias are considered to be con-' 
ducive to expression of collective 
violence. 




givini their iddreiMi to strengerii the 
newoecerteriihififron home to avoid 
detection SUNDAY had a difficult 
lime trac'inc then out; it wai even 
more difficult lo convince then cbat 
(he correspondecit is no Ananda Mart 
spy. Relatives eyed the the reporter 
with distrust, wives and Bothers Just 
refused to bud^ until the interviews 
were over. 


H ow well does a Margi live? Rather 
iparianly in India but raaJly terr* 
Ibly abroad. There it usually means 
sieving out in the open, in perhs, 
curM m sleeping bap. And living by 
collecting old newspapers from bins. 
Or standing with a donation box on a 
busy pavement where the language 
spoken Is Greek to you. It could also 
mean dodging the secret police, and 
maintaining contacts with touts who 
sell passports. There are countries 
where the Marg has a solitary or just a 
handful of members. Organising, 
sfgylog. travelliiu and ot course 
attempting to fulfiT caigms, are often 
impossible propotilionj in such coun¬ 
tries. espemallv since no financial 
ajsUtance can be expened from the 
baadouarter in India. Money has to be 
raised in the country to whkh the 
Margi has been posted, and enough to 
contribute to funds in India. Donations 
usually are first source, but once 
established, jega and asena courses 
bring in tha maxinuo income, to 
Europe there are Ananda Marg*ran 
shops aelUng Indian food, books and 
cosmetics manufsctured oy the Gol. 
den Lotus Corp., a cosmetic firm in 
Denver, DS, that the Margis own. In 
Europe end the DS income from dona* 
tteiu Is huge. The total monthly in¬ 
come •s* Berlin and New York 
averages around Ri M.OOO; 


meet of this BOiwy is Hand delivered 
to Celcuiie—Margis coming for the 
pehodk R£>S*s bnag the amounts m 
cash with theai. IndMd, a vary large 
portion of the money that is misM 
abroad it spent on travelling: the 
flight to Calcuna once every two 
months plus local travel. Conaeouently 
Margit are gencraUv forced to rive on 
extremely tight budgets during their 
stay abroad. *We travel like eaecu- 
tivee,* mid • former Margi. *but live 
like paupers.* 

At noM in India the lituetion it no 
different. Aeand Margis have often to 
go without meals here, though the 
oruniattiocial expenditure runs into 
mulions of rupees. MoM of these mil* 
lions is funneUed from abroad. In¬ 
fluencing powerful people in fact has 
always been a May polky: airline 
executives in one ^mtin American 
country have been so fascinated by the 
ideals of the cult that they provide 
free pessage to awadhooihs. Toe ait of 
influencing and gentle persuasion hes 
indeed been perrected by the Margis. 
Patiently, thoughtfully, dropping (be 
right word at the right moment, they 
persuade people into initiation. The 
tlrst exposure is often made through 
lectures in colleges or handbiilt. The 
ewadhoots or acharyas s|m out the 
people who show an initial iateresi 
ai^ approach them again within a few 
days, r iguring out their weak points, 

they dwell on them, fiodiag iDvanebly 
a link with (he ideals and practices of 
Ananda Marg Curiosity about the 
cull is tactfully stirred and one day, 
maybe months after the first meerinL 
the awadhoof broaches: "When would 
you like to lake the inmatioiM" For 
impre^ionabto college students, it is 
often wocks after the first aposure, 
instead of months, when the Margi 
asks about initiatioa A very large 


number of Margis today are college 
dropouts who have abandoned dreams 
of a successful career to don the stf* 
froB robe. 

The initiation is usually conducted 
in as open field, or undm a traa. or 
even in a room. The awtdhoot, who li 
doing the initiating, whispers the Sana 
krii vrords "So ahangll am he>" in the 
Margl.to*be*$ ear. ^e latter asks; 
*What k it that 1 must t^er?" "Not 
money,” replies the ewadhoon "but 
Rund, and u required, blood.” this is 
the oath of iiutiation. The Ananda 
^i;s basic aantra is: babe nema 
Jrewafajn. It is chanted at ftirrans, on 
important occasions, or just hummed 
by the Margi Margk meditate by 
pseturing in their mind's eye a wfaita 
lotus with a hundred petu in the 
centre of which sics the hake. Writas 
Nawil Kishorc. an ex*Margi: "The 
meditator has (then) to concentrate on 
the image of the guru as a colossus and 
at the same time picture himself as 
growing smaJlar and smaller, and 
finally becoming a baby who bos to sit 
in the Up of the beba.* 

The Ananda Marg'i most frightful 
tantrk rituals, the ruufev dance'and 
sedbana in the cremation ground, on 
ibe new moon night, are practised only 
kw awadboorx and awedhiitikts. 7u* 
eav dances were in fact introduced 
only some years back: they are Mr- 
formed to rid oneself of fear, indudiim 
the fear of death. Brandishing slralii 
and daggers or bunung corchea, the 
awadboMs arc required to dance di^ 
robed on every midnight. Awedburi* 
kat perform the kauthiki dance, also 
at tonight and in the nude, but in 
Isolation. landsy dances of course are 
often staged impromptu, say to.wel- 
cane (he i^be. ^We Mve got so used 
to It. we just cannot live without the 
dsnee,” said one Ananda Margi. 
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Thtsc suidelinei to doming motor tnsuranc* 
are aet down in the interest of vehicle 
owners (car and two ^4teelers) by The 
Oriental Hre & General Insurance ^ 
CcNfipany Ltd. We advise you jj 
to pull out and keep this /f 

information. // 




The Oriental 
guide to m 
motor ‘ s 








I Am I IN CASE OF ACCIDENTS 

If 1. Don't panic. 

2. Don*t abandon your veJwka. Enaura it ^ 
is veil guarded. A compreheniivc policy pays for towing 
il to the naareit workshop and lor redafivtry (upto Bi. 
300ioraearandRs. SOfora ■cooter/motor cycle, O 
dependins on distance). 

3. I Ite accident has caused injury or death to any pereon, 
or damage to any third parly property, report it within 
24 hours to the nearest police station, producing your 
Certificate o( Insurance. 

4. Note the names and addresses of at least 2 independent 
witnesws Before you forget, make a diagram of the 
scene of the accid^t. Write down the sequence of 
events leading up to H. 

5. 8 you have collided with another vehicle, take down / 
the name and address of its driver and its Insurance f 
'partKulars. I 

1 8 you mean to claim for darrtages to your 
’I vehicle (it may not be 'worthwhile dahr^ for 
.1 a small loss as you would lose your No Oaim 
m Bonus), report the matter to your msursnee 
company immediately. Give fuS det^ of your 
policy fsperially the complete p^icy number, 
ensure prompt action. 

OMsn and submit to the insurance company 
an estimate for repairs from any worksh^ 
yfour choice. Do not undertake the repairs 
until your insurance company has inspected 
the vehicle and audiorised the repairs. Co- 
cperaic with the surveyor and show him the documents 
’ he may aak for. 

8. F3 In the Claim Form completely and truthfully. 


Volornwr m much reitvmt in fam ai w i m you 
iven if tht quttto doo not aik for it Avctly. 

CASE YOUR VEHICL£ IS STOL£N 

Don't tepatr. 

Inform the polct anfl your tneurMa company ^ once. 
fuB particular! of your policy to the latter. 

If you have loat your regntration book together with 
your vehicie, ap^ and obtain a duplicate from the 
transport auth^tiei 

Don’t 9 it impatient. Police investigation takes time. 

If the pohce cannot trace your vehicle vathin reasonable 
lime, get a report to this effect from them. 

ff A. 
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Your insurance company will then take steps to 
compensate you promptly. Rease co-operate with them 
to transfer the vehiels to their name. If any road tai is 
due» pay it immediately. 

CASE OF THIRD PARTY DAMAGE 

Keep calm, 

If injury or death to any person has been caused, or 
even dmage to any third party or property, report the 
accident uMn 24 hours to the nearest pofiM station. 
Show them your regiitration book, road tax and 
insurance documents. 


3. Take the injured person to the hospital immediately' 

4. Don't lose your temper V^nteer complete informatbn 
about yourself and your vehicle. 

5. Don't commit any amount towards compensation.' 

6. Get the statements of at least 2 witnesses who would be 
wdkng lo give evidence in court. 

7. Report tbe accident to the insurance company in fuP. Fill 
in and submit the claim form. Present your diWmg 
Bccnce and the registraiion certificate of your vehicle lor 
verification. They will be returned to you. 

B. Take proper defence action in case of police 

prosecution Keep your insurance company informed of 
al devriopmenis. 

9. Send al nonces and summons you receive concerning 
the accident directly to your insurance company. They 
will atterid to aM these on your behalf. 

10. Co* operate with your insurance company. They are 
working hard to help you and to see that you are 
truted fairly. 

REMEMBER: 

Always keep your vehicle insured lor the lull value. 
OrkotaTs Comp^wivt Policy pays lor aA accidenlal 
damages (except mechanical and dectrkal break¬ 
downs) and lor all third parly cUms. 

Onental also provides extra cover lor damages 
resdlmg from riots, floods, storms, earthquakes etc. 

Oriental has a countrywide network of over 300 
offices, so there's sure to be one close to your home, 
Simply gel m (ouch. Our Oriental Insurance man will 
be happy to dUcuM the details of Motor Ineurance 
idth you. 


fm»km booUrt wi “Sdtr pltMt «rM m PRO, 

The OrinWl f ■« A Gewrftt InMrwict Cwnawiy Lknlitd, 
OrioNal Hmm. P.B. Ho: 7037. M&T1. An! AK Rped 
NnrDtIwItaOO. 




Just in case. 



The Motor Vrhiclos 
Insursnco Policy 


The Orientel Fire & General 
Insurance Company Umited 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


The Punjab Riots 


Hindu-Sikh communal violence gripped Punjab when on 26 April two Hindu 
temples in Amritsar were desecrated. The Dal Khalsa blaimed responsibility for 
this and soon the trouble spread to Patiala and Varan Varan with gurdwaras 
coming under retaliatory attack. ANIL SAARI visited the troubled areas to report. 


T h« (hreid of cultur«J unity 
binvMfl th« Sikhs and tM 
Hindus of Punjab has betn 
danferously strained by a 
series of blasohemous crimes 
committed by a snal) band of con* 
munal excremjits. Vet it it an amasiDt 
tribute to the good sente of the iMople 
of Punjab that despite the gravest of 
communal provocattoni. Punjab hat 
not yet become the beiilefieJd of a 
major communal war. Ai we talked to 
a cross'iectiofl of people in Amritsar 
and Patiala shortly after trouble first 
broke out in these two towns, it wet 
clear that a most nefarious conspire^ 
CO incite widespread communal nott in 
Punjab had failed. Anger—the fellout 
of the claihei between demoiutriton 
end the police^wet largely confined 
to reitricred pockets in ue old. walled 
city sections of Amritsar and Patiala, 
pockets where RSS-dominated neij^* 
bourhoods touched localities with Silch 
concentrations. 

Much of the anger was focused oo 
the much maliMed Punjab police. In 
Amritsar*s curfew bound areas a num* 
ber of residents told Svmoay that the 
police hid entered houses, draued 
people out end beaten them nerclM* 
iy after the procrected street battle 
from 10.30 in the morning to four in 
the afternoon on 27 April, in which 
local residents fired from the rooftops 
a corftirtuous barrage of bricks and 
acid bottles, and the police reacted by 


aiming their rifles at rooftop But the 
fact remaias that at Amritsar and 
Patiala, the police force moved in 
between agitating Hindu end Sikh 
demonstrators. e(M did much to pre> 
vent an escalation of the communal 
confrontation. Hiftdu*$ikh coflununaJ 
riMs in Punjab began with a crime 
which was committed after 39 days* 
notice. On 17 March m2 the DaJ 
Khalsa panch. Jaswani Singh 
Thekedar and Ciam Harbhagat Sini^ 
Narangwel met over 20 newsmen m* 
side the Golden Temple, in the jur* 
bled plasa outside the Akel Takhi, the 
temporal scat of the Sikhs, sod warned 
that if the sale of tobacco, wine and 
neat did not nop inside the walled 
dty €< Amritsar by 13 April, they 
would slaughter cows at ihm diffe* 
rent places. On 2S April, the acting 
0ulrh penefr of the Dal l^alsa, Mao 
mohan Singh and Sukhinder' Sin^ 
Kanuwan called presioMO aside. tAx 
outside the front entrance of the <^1- 
den Temple, «diere joumaUsts stood 
covering the Hindu protest demonstra* 
tioA, and claimed responsibility for the 
two caifbeads discovered that moralng 
at two mandfrs near tho Golden Tem¬ 
ple. This was around 10 am. 

SuifDAV learns from eyewitnesses 
present there that the Dal Kbalsa 
ectlviMs made their cleirn in the pre¬ 
sence of senior police officials. Man- 
Biohao Singh also threatened that this 
was only the “first insulment*' of their 


retaliation aiainet the sale of tobacco 
in the Golden Temple vkinity and that 
worse would foUW unlam cobecco 
sales were benned in the area. Wear¬ 
ing a blue Hilrt, a pair of eroumrs and 
carrying a Jrimo, Manmohan Singh 
disappeared along with hii colleague 
shortly after talking to the press. He 
sought refuge in the rooms meant for 
pUgrims wuhin the Golden Tanpla 
precincts till 29 April when be mom 
out in disguise end left AmritMr. Thir¬ 
ty-three years old, of medium hei^t, 
Menm^ao Smgh normally sports a 
long opn beard which is peppered 
grey. It is speculated by certain reli¬ 
able sources that he could have played 
with his beard in order to disguise 
himself. He also changes his clothing 
and is knovm to generely wear a long, 
Afghani-styla Ailrt and pyjamas, 
chouj^ on 26 April he met newsmen 
wearing e shin and trousers. 

D^ Xhalsa pancA Jeswant Singh 
Thekedar, around 30 years old. went 
underground from 13 April, the ulti- 
netum date he had announced to 
newsmen on 17 March. However, be¬ 
tween 13 and 26 April Jmwant Sin^ if 
known to have viutea Delhi and Gur* 
daspur. Jaswant Singh belongs to a 
prosperous contractor*! family owning 
considerable landed property in Gur- 
daspur. These two are said to be 
among the main conspirators behind 
the heinous blasphemy. A crucial fac¬ 
tor about the Del Khelsa members Is 
























th« thty ire Deft*iit Silchi. M Kkal- 
M*f metaban ve drawn from tbe 
bheeim the rdrkfeMO end ocher non* 

K Skhi. On the ocher bend tbe Akali 
*1 toppon U rooced amooc the Jet 
SlUtt. 

Suraorr from tbe secret orfWkia* 
tioQ Of Sikb extremist! kaown u tbe 
Aichend Klrcaa Jetbe.neid lo be 
heeded by Jitbeder fUm Sinph, tea' 
not be rmid out either. Only tbooe 
people joia thli j$tiu who devote 
themttlves totally to the reUfkM! 
ceust iftd cooiider thli to be more 
imMrteot than their Uvee. Ai reported 
earner in Sunday (17 January) the 
Abhend Kinen Jathi hee drawn many 
devotees from the lower police and 
fovamment service ranks. Punjab's 
minister for public relations and 
health. Mr Jofinder Pal Pandey. also 
admitcad to us during a cosveraatlon 
at Patiala on 1 May, that "the bmib> 
bership of the Abhend Kinen Jatha 
cannot be accounted. They have spe¬ 
cial rituals of initiation, what is known 
as a/nj'rt cAftabnt, and spedal duties 
are entrusted to its members.** Sunday 
learns that the Akhand Kinan jetha, 
bite the Bhindrinwalt ttkial, is an 
oritalsation of militant Sikh 
preachers. The Jatha has weekly 
prherings on Saturdeya, it bolds an 
annua) congregetion of its followara on 
baiukhi day and has also made cer¬ 
tain investments, chroueh supporters, 
in bookshops selling Sikh Uteruture. 
The JarAa, too, ^ngs out a maguioe 
of its own. 

According to a report in The rimar 
of India. (1 Mny 1^) one of tbe main 
protegumsts iH;hind the young Del 
Khdlsa tervonsiK is the widow ^ Sar- 
dar Fuuja Singh, a Sikh cniliraot who 
died in the clash with the Nirankans 
in 1978, ot Amritsar The report says 
that many of the Dal KhaJsa activim 
are under her spell and are initigaied 
hy her to take to extreffiwt activities. 

The Sikh-Nirankan clai^ of 1971 has 
had e strong influence on emremist 
Sikh activity during the last three and 
a half years. There are two reasons for 
this: First, the Sikhs lost 13 men in the 
shootout; second. Sikh extremists 
turned against the Hindu conu&unity 
after the clash because of their belief 


thil Hindu leaden euppert tbe 
Nkukaria. Ibe deA 

baa abo beee meattecied by Sijtt Jmr> 
nail IblMkaaiv^ dariat dm 
last iwQjmera. 

Tnfnr—d aomee toU StMpAY that 
ecvecal Akati leedan adviaed dst Dal 
umriA!, after their public 
threef ol 17 Uerdk nos to conalt the 
bla^beay of cow tighter but tbe 
Dal Kha&a refused to aecem thli 
edviee. On one itiTM i Tn i Dal Khalaa 
paecA JiswaaeSInih Tbekedar 
iliUBted afi afTopaoi oalle&ge at tbe 
Hindu comuaity. He li report e d to 
have said that be wanted to see how 
strongly the Rladas would nmct. that 
their blasphemy would agitace and 
dasrurb the Hindus u nothiag else had 
done, and chat be wanted to ate bow 
long • oMTCfte (proteet) tbey could 
carry out. 

Tbe Del Khelsa is sdU said to have 
about 200 amvisti la its wing, cosh 
nery to earlier reperu that there 
would be less then one hundred ecttv* 
Ists in the Del Khelse. Suitdav Iterw 
that it enjoys tbe stmport of lacb 
diverse ead nowerful Denefectors as 
Sant Jaraaii oiaah ihindraawala. who 
was impressed mi Dal KhaUa ecriv- 
hts hijacked aa Imtien AirUnee plane 
In 1981 to prote st against his arre^ 
Sardar Daruan 8inu lahapur (gener' 
al secretary of tbe Talwaadi group of 
tte Akali l>al). Giaai Zail Singh, ualon 
home minister and former chief minis* 
ter of Punjab, who is said to be secret¬ 
ly supporting the Del Kbalsa aad Mr 
Gurcharan Smgh Tohrm, tbe presideei 
of the SGPC. 

Apart from the circumstantial eri* 
dance linking Giani Zail Singh (SUN* 
DAY, 2S fM\ 19S2) and Mr Gur^la^ 
an Singh Tohra. irrespective of whet 
protest these two venerable gentle* 
men ni^t make igaiast tbe charge, 
tbe fact It that a tai^ cross sgedoo of 
people in Puajab, locludine govem- 
nent and police olficialA, beum that 
such links do exist between tbe Del 
Khalsa, Giani Zail Sln^ and Mi 
Tohra. The Mfea fspreas (29 April 
1982) made tbe spKilic cbvge that 
*the fact remains that a minister in 
tbe union cebtaet paid tbe expenses of 


tbe fint pm eocdtrence' held by 
dma (Del Kbalsa ectmsta) in a hotel 
in Oaiidiivta'* b 1978. **1110 Dal 
Khalse prats coafacence followed ■ 
prem caaferenc* by thU leader, then 
out of power." The Express reponer's 
ilhalon is deer. 


fa formed sources say that shortly 
after Its inceptioa in 1978, the Dal 
Khalsa has had two groups with diffe¬ 
rent political alliances. One group, led 
^ Harsiaran Singb, who daimeo that 
the DaTKbalsa was retpoiuible for the 
1981 hijaeki^ has secret linlu with 
the CoevgrasKD. The other group, now 
led by acting mukh pandi Menmohen 
Singh and panco Jaswant Singh 
. Tbekedar, has a aecret alliance with a 
certain group within the Srimoni Akali 
Dal. Some tune back after Harsimran 
Singh's arrest, Jaswant Singh Theka* 
dar prevailed upon his colleagues to 
expel Haraimran Singh This 
h»pened In early March this year. 
wM4t Haramiran SinghS statements to 
police interrogators were leaked to the 
prees. Following this, secret com¬ 
munications with the Imprisoned Her- 
simren Singh were established by Dsl 
Khalsa pemrAs and Harsiaran oingh 
was questioned about his links with 
people sdd to be close to union home 
minuter. Giani Zail Singh. Harsimren 
Singh defended hlmselfin the Del by 
insisting tbet the police had forced 
him to sign confessional statements 
which indirectly Involved Gieni Zail 
Singh but that there was no truth in 
those statements. However, the dosen 
odd senior activists of the Da) Khalsa 
who met at'Amritsar in early March 
were not satisfied by Harsimran's 
agfwen, and decided to expel him 
from the gmup. ' 


T he incidence nf violence in 

Punjab bas been far less than the 

S recaieuri hoped to perpetrate. 

stder the seo^eges committed m 
Punjab since 26 April 1982 when 
two calf heeds wrapped in cloth were 
diKOvered in early morning, around 
four am, at ShiveU mandirsin Katra 
Abiuwalia and Katta Eaaaar. Bundles 
of cigarettes were r^orted found at a 
furdwara in Ludhiana. A cuw's ears 


Dyer’s ghost at Jallianwala Bagh 


J allianwala Bagb was a mute vnt* 
ncss to yet another attack on 
innocents which Ccrtuoately this 
lime did not end io total crM^y. In 
the same month of AprU» m years 
after brigadier general l^«r*s mad 
charge m the Jalliaawala Bagh, 
around 2 pm on 27 April ea w 
womea with folded bandit teen 
itreamuig down her pettid, ninkcn 
cheeks, Mgged from tbe balcony of 
bar first ttm flat to the Punjab 
poUeemea poec^ iaaide the be^ 
to uve her and her ehiMreo from e 
marauding band ol Sikb enramiau. 
The kirpecswieldlaa gang was loot- 
lag tbeir house aaa tnea to break 


open tbe pl y wood door of the room 
in which tlm old woman, her aged 
husband, a daughter-in-law and nve 
children were trying to bide. The 
pnticeaen refused to bdp them. It 
was sheer luck that tbe attacken, 
some of wboQ were recMused ai 
nei^boura, tired of sitsmng at the 
deer with timir fcirpeas aad sreat 
esray eo tbeir own. 

wei Che erdeelof tbe family 
of Ur 8bjy Kumar Sbarma, who 
rune the popoler Sberau Vilsbaev 
Mabhaa cl^ to tbe Golden Tem¬ 
ple. In retaliaboa to the inadc «e 
tbe Sbarmaa, about 100 Htadu asUl* 
teau raaaecked the prosperous 


Carib Hecci. a fashionablt (.to;b , 
shop owned bv a Stkh. 

Political affiliations become 
meaningless duriim tbe clay> oi 
arson in Amritsar. RS$ and Youth 
Congress(l) activists gave equal 
patronage to the ant (•social ele- 
akcnts who threw bricks at the Gol* 
den Temple's iofonaation centre, 
burnt the doors of the Darshaui 
Deori gurdwara and desecrated the 
Sikh mptures at tbe Chaurasihi 
Attan gurdwara. Similarly, a Con- 
gresafl) worker led a croup of over 
io Itirpw-wieJding Sikhs in front of 
Guru Santokhiar Gurdwere in 
Basaar TahUsahab. 
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A S9-3r«tr>«M r«dr%d pidki Mb 
intpecior, popukrb kftMM in 
AmhtMT •$ Tjmmmu Kkkon *^^****i 
U buildipg KuomU up u th« RMu 
uawcT to Sint Jinuil 8iB|k Ibka* 
drinvnle. ThinMtr yUaktn Ckaiid 
(full oimc: Pindii KUbore Onftd 
Bhtrdwij) hendi tbe Hindu NmIcwh 
D ll. in ofianlMtioB of BilitMt ywiM 
Kindui lei ub it Attrttiir Ib 19V1> 
which DOW clilat I foDowiag ti 25,000 
young cMn. TbioBdv Kiibort CTiMd 
IS ilso sunior vicB^wmiduai of cbi Irl 
Brihnin friHiiidnl dobhi, AMriisu. 
Thi BrohAoa Sibbi ployud o midoi 
roll in ocgiQlsiui tbo 2d April proCM 
n<m of Hindus proiooaai ifimit (bo 
eiUhiidi dlicovorod oiny aom* 
ini II two Hindu iMiploi in ibo old 
willed city of Amrittir. Both tbi (Ott* 
pies ire i short distmooe iwiy frum 
the revered Golden Temple of tbe 
Sikhs. 

Tbe Dll Khiitt provociteun, erbe 
publicly cliJBved responfibUJ^ fee 
putTing the cilfheids ei tbe SbiviU 
Mindirs in Kiin AhluwtUi end lUtii 
Bisitr. could not hive ehesei i mere 
dingerous time to Indulge in oematui^ 
el mischief. The Brihmen Sibhe pUn- 
ned to bring out Its lAneal pro c e etk m 
commemoriting the >e/mr/ of Sri fu- ■ 
lurim on 26 Aphl. Tm progrimme, 
Mheduled to begin et nine im, wm to 
be presided over by Vlsbwi Hledu 
Perished Iteder. Mihiai Sri JUm fn- 
kish Des. The oresident of the North* 
em Indie Brennin Sibhi bed eleo 
come (0 Areritsir lor tho iiytntf 
celebritions. The orthodes Hindu 
orginisitions hid been tuied up to i 
high pitch lor the Pirseria Jtjamti on 
26 April, when at four im ia (be 
morning e police petrol diiOMM^ ibe 
severed cilfheeds end geM} r»' 
moved (ben. Bu( eerly morning nlnde ' 
devotees in Kura AhluvmUi led Kide 
Eaieer had ilreedy witMteed the gory 
light. 

Thtrt was a pool of blood M tbe 
steps of the mendtr et Ketn Ahluwe* 
lii, dripping out of i plistk sheet 
wrapped around i piece of white cloth 
coniaiDini the severed bead. The mb 
creents hid first placed the bMd eo 
the steps, then retnoved the tngodlg le 
the road running by the templm ll la lu ^ 
smell temple situated at dbe 
sroeds of lour narrow laoei la the ' 
crowded, congested Ketr^ At 
Bitsir, some 100 metres away, the fill >> 
Khelsa miKreints had sboved an tree* 
rod through the wrap around the calf' 
head and fixed (he rod betwoBD the 

t rilled gate of the nundir; the temple 
ere is located et the meeting pmai cd 
three alleys. 

The Parsuram yiyanri pmraiiion be¬ 
ginning It two pm rron tne Haibi Gore 
at Col Bagh Chowk at ooe corner of 
the walled city now became a protest 
demonstration of several iheusud 
Hindus who marched up to Katra 
Ahluwalia, came out into the plue 
opposite the Golden Temple and 
turned into a lane on tbe right on the 
way ro Katia Basaar. While the major I 
section of demonstrators moved oft an * 
eat remiss fringe at the rear be^ 2 
pelting stones and btkks at the ^aaa I 


Kishore Chand: 
Hindu Answer To 
Sant Bhindranwale 


Itoat of tbe Goldea Temple's informi' 

(toe offke. Tbla wae tbe >»■#»«»i"g of 
tbe two day cf bHckbenug. 
araee aid m thet npped apart Aavsi* 

•er'i fragile peace b e tw ain Sikh and 
Hindu urtmusts. Sikh emamitts 
t M w a red by peltum bricks oe the 
d enwmit ri w s sbort& after they en* 
tes^ the Al^ Ueiiiet bylra. u tlW 
brief pitched benle, a baadful of de- 
•owtraiara and some polkonseo stere 
tojured btoorc tbe polka flrad taergas 
ihelli to dispane tbe mob. 

The S t co t throvrlog oo tbe inform- 
tloa CMtre of tbe Gtudea Temple was 
probobly preptaimed as the militant at Amritsar on SO April, his son ex* 
nlodui' iBfsvtr to tbe severed calf- plained that ThAfledar Kishore Chand 
heads discovered that morning, did not want lo talk to the press 
Theaedar Kishore Chand was ooe of because he had information that a 
the awrt fiery tpaaken srho addres- First Infonnatlon Report (No. 96) had 
sed the pTMoei oemoostrattoo. He is been lodged with the police agiiosi 
also the lAspiratioa for mUltaai Hin* him Involving him under pentreoda 
dut who carried rncbuls and spears in sections 207. 322, 2S2, US, 149 and 
the damoiwtratiea. 460. of anempted murder, assault on a 

Thaeedar Kishore Chand hae been public servani and rioting. But how 
erupagaiirm the view ia Amritsar that was it, we asked, that Thanedar 
lust as Sikhs cany JtirpaaA Hindus Kishore Chand was still taking part in 
should always carry (rkhuls and bar* (ha peace committee's activities in 
cbhas (spears); he claims these are Ammsar? Hit son replied that the 
wospsni saactieoed by the Hindu reli* police were using the rlR as a cotivt* 
gton. Many of hv hardcore followers nient weapon to m used at an oppo^ 
(sai^ by police sowcea, to be betwee n tune time. He also pointed out to ui 
4045 people) heve been pr oach iag ihai the city's deputy commissioner of 
M for gtme seme tboe new. peUce, Ur Sgrdar Singh, had given no 

saewer to the Thanedar’s repetted 
inquiries about the bodies or ashes of 

T he Amritsar wing of the Brahman tha Hindus who hid died in the police 
8al>h«. which claims a subscribed flriog on 27 April. While official 
membership of 125,000, was set up sources said only one person (Ramesh 

Dumrani mndi/. the epert/kaal Aeadcuaners of (inset) ICjsAore~CAeo^~” 


naarly four years ago at the initiative 
of Ibanadar Kiahore Chand. Aa aoon 
as ha retirad froai tha stata police on 
50 Ap^ 1961, the Thanedar becama a 
proaunant Sabba activist. Tha AArl^ 
Sir luit of tha Brahmaa Sabha vras sat 
M ipedfkaUy to orgaaise tha dty's 
mniu popufation and "rsprsMnt 
them OA their ptevances, because 
here to Funjab, Hindus do not have 
any voice In lay (government) office 
and need an organisation," sunpav 
was cold by Thanedar Kishore Chand’i 
son. Ramesb Shanna. 

When we tried to meet the Thanedar 










'nitj 
pr«Mnci 
nttnidi 


XvMr« l4 fna JaUate mi 
tUMm AaritBtr) om ud hvo odMn 
*tfa ajurtd Ia iba Hria^ Tbaacte 
Klifaora Qwad'i MppttrtifV batiara 
dMt ctiaiM foor pmm dsad to tSta 
fihnc mi ISO ««ra Ifi/urad. Thaa itoa 
tty that Mrarat tboaMid « tha 
Tbaaadir*< lumnan aara ar raaead 
by tka paUca attar tha traablad dayi o( 
2a^7 Aprfl. Tlw Ibaaadar^ toe toU 
SuvMV that Paadiiji (w ba U addraa 
tad by bU diraa mai) bad racaivad 
dnata ovar tha phona fna Dal Kbal' 
M tupportan afnr tha troabla bafaa. 

Aa a darout brahmao. Tbanadar 
lHahara Chaod hai actuaU? abataiaad 
fna laakini, drisiktni aaa aatiaf aay 
toad al aiaat (includint tha tmUyonic 
agt) tbroo^Muc hto lift. Ai a brabBaa 
hakMwi ui tN k$rt$vn (ratpoatibi* 
Udat) a brahaiaA thould kaow and ki 
knaWladiaabla about ymns, lajaa apd 
sarriafa hrualt. At aanv at Id INO 
ar KUbora Chapd mi mada bia 
a fait it a Hindu milltaaL 
nadtr Kiihora Chand elajmi to 
hava ortanuad tha firtt Hindu fattival 
bald in a Punjab polica linat linca 
1947 whan ha was poatad in Mofa. 
Parotapur 

Tha rhanadar*! anger than waa that 
Sikh policamen wara regularly 
allowed to ralabrata the birthdayt oi 
tlialr furua iniJda tha police linat> but 
the Hindu I ware not allowed any rail- 

£ ai caramoniei. In I9d0. at idoga. 

Thanadar want ahead and orga* 
nisad janmathtmi calabratloflt intida 
tha police linn. At thit. his ton told ut> 
they wrote in hit ra<o^ that Pandit- 
i was Hindu-minded and for IS yean 
a did not gal any promotion. Punjab 
>lica la vary comnutial, Thera art 
Indu aasittant iub>inapactan (A81i) 
whoaa proaoiiont hava bean held up 
for as much as sir Tears altar they 
paaaad tha nacasaary upper eiamina- 
tion ar tba police college. PhilJaur. 
whlla sany junior Sikh A$Ii have 
bean promoetd over theiu.* 
Thanadar Kishora Chand's oper¬ 
ational boadquaricra at Amritsar is at 
the thiriayana hfandir near Kathi 
Gita. The Duraayana Uindir haa a 
atrlklog rascfiblaoca to tha arcbitactu* 
ml design of the Golden Temple, 
which is tba premier Sikh Gurdwara. 
After rroubla brtdie out, young mili¬ 
tants of tha Thanadar’s A indu Nau- 
jawan Sabba kept a roiind vha<lock 
guard at tha Durgayana temple. Police 
sources told Sumoav thar there are nor 
too many guns yet in tha Thanedar's 
private force, though some of his fol¬ 
lowing are known to hava Ikanacd 
firearms. Including Thanadar Kiabora 
Chand bimaalf who has a Ikanaad 
piatal. 

l>a Durgayana temple has to ia- 
Mfesrifig tale about its origin. It waa 
built by a local buijnemman. Lala Gur 
Sahai Mai Kapoor. Lala Gur Saba* Mai 
was apparently a regular visitor to tba 
Golden Temple, but after tha SMbanis 
ware dnvan out. it is said, be had 
altarcitions with tome Sikh davptata 
and stopped going <o tha Golden Taii- 
pla. liuraad na builr a replica of the 
Golden Temple at iba otbae and of the 
old walled city. 
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Daasgad dear ar the eatranee of GoMea Tampiab tofexmarjoe emtrt and 
w wam ee r^fihtte toe tibcrr ef Damgaaj Decri gir»ttra _ 

wart poa^ in the offkea <4 two 
poEiikaJy iafluencial adiiora of juUim- 
der, on 21 April; • 12-incb piece of a 
cow's uaJ was thrown aereas the railtog 
onto the footpath of the Kali Oem 
mtndif at Patiala, tba tail was loosely 
wrapped to e smell piece ef clotlw 
whiM foil away as tha tail landed on 
tha pavemani end was diseevarad by a 
group el baggara utm congragaiad in 
•tow at tha aundir on 30 


laarcta of 
April. Meaawhilt. Amnisar's eurfaw> 
bound areas ware Indung towards nor¬ 
malcy. The curfew was being ralaae^ 
whoa tansioa arupcad sgaiB oa i 
May cigarette and bidr pediets ware 
difcevared near tba Akal Takbt, inside 
the Derbar Siheb (tha Golden Tesi- 
pto>. Ike Abml TaUu houses the seei 
of the highest temporal authority of 
tha Sikhs. The Dsrher Sabah is the 
amet iaponaot Sikh shrine to tha 
world. Mtdd sad riptattea at tha AkaJ 
Takbc are as sacrilagioui for tha Sikhs 
■s cow ^u^tar is for tha Hindus. 
Amriisar la not only the holy dty ef 
the Sikhs, it also bappatu to be Sint- 
arad ec tno waaton enrama of the 
itata.kUemotns away bam tba lade- 
Pakritaa bordar. Patiala, tha other 
caotra of usast. k the capital city at 
tba other and of the icate. along dw 
Haryang border and casriag its shadow 
aenwa the whole of south-east Punjab 
(the fomar capital of the arstamila 
Papau snio). JuUuadar is tha seat of 
coffimarctol pow e r, dominated by tha 
Hindus. Tba pcovocacaurs spared no 


effort ID sertuigPuoieb aname, to taka 
tha riots, arsoe and looting ounide tba 


confined circle of city 
Yet one ooly has to go to Punjab to 
realisa how doftcult it is lo plunga the 
Mo^ tfamu toco tha hidoeaust of 

larnmcala eommuoal rioring. Por the 
Puniab still raoiaabors its owe his¬ 
tory. its tortuous journey out of the 
conmunaJ freniy in 1947. We drove 
down G. T. fleea into Amritsar on 29 
April It was sovan to tba morning. 
One of the finr things we mw were 
two boys, about seven years old. wear¬ 
ing ihair achool uaiforms^bins, 
kaicfcars and aedttiea. going into tha 
dry on a rkkahaw, Punhar ahaad, • 
l^yuarwM ghl was cycling up the 
thm. two kuemetres awev ftoa the 


curfaw bound area in the city. Buses 
P^rihSt nckihawi tigsaggsd their 
way threugb pedestrians, outlis ond 
Hindus walliM tide by side Lift 
leaasd normal outside the munibpal 
ward where dej^loog rioting, arson and 
tootiu took place two days aio The 
trouble spot was right across thtpiua 
ef tha Gudan Temple of tha SikM, in 
tha old congafied ilum-Uka localities 
of Katra Abluwaha, Mai Sewa Bussiir, 
Katie Basaar, Akall Market, Guru 
Basaar, Karno Daerl, Chaurssthi 
Artarftaeda Talah ind Pratap 
Msasr—artai where the RSS domin- 
alas tba Hindu neighbourhoods and 
orthodoa hJraapaSjfchs live and trade 
in adjacent coneantrations. 

Tha Sikh-Hlndu tension in Punjab is 
definitely an urban phanoewnaii and 
the proouci of ugly namoriti of the 
partition of Puniab—mamorlei of Hin¬ 
dus who found tnair cities swamped by 
Sikhs coming to from the west, n 
Hindus who were thaeiaelvas thrown 
out of west Punjab and settled in 
Amritsar, and d the bhaaps Sikhs who 
came after parritMA from the north¬ 
west InMtiar. The hheapai settled to 
toe towns and rittos and went Into 
buiioots, ihopkeepiai and trading, 
seeking their forrunea to a world 
hitoarto dominated by (ha Hindu com¬ 
munity. It is the bhatpe Sikhs, urba* 
Biaed and modem, who are the more 
btgd^ The ertramist religious head, 
Wii Jamil Singh Bhindrsnwale, and 
cxcj 'mist groups like the Dal Knalsa 
and the Akharu Kirtaa Jatha find in 
die hhaepe Sikhs, even u far away as 
Bootoiy and Delhi their most argent 
and devoted followers. As a young 
Akali Dll (Ltxigowal group) worker 
told SuHDAY. *Tae educated Sikhs are 
beCDBing BOra and roora iwligious 
minded*. A young Hindu seudent at 
Patiala (a university town with a 
medical college, three colleges of 
humanities, an institute of engineer¬ 
ing. a physical education college, an 
medical college and the 


fauooal Inivituie of Sports) put it 
more vehemently: ‘'Thire li trouble 
only where hhaspa Sikhs live, in the 
towns, and there will always be trou¬ 
ble because of the hhaepe Sikhs." 

GB^ainlv. the Tst RIkh who tmaUv 



D4ifried pgfUli sti^ ; i/f«r thf nets 

doffliAites thv rural landKipe it no 
bifot. H« has adiusted Vo moderti 
rimes in his own way. Last Saptenbar. 
vw«i days before Sent JanieU Slnfh 
Bhind ran wale surrendered ra (be state 

C iUiit. bussing down lo lie Sant’s 
eadoutnersat Mehta Cbowk, we saw 
a Sign peasant, about 40 yean old, 
littinfi at a roadside barber’s shop, 
getting his beard shaved, only 20 km 
a wav from the Bhindraowale head* 
quarters. For that matter, any number 
of Sikh tru^k drivers looming down 
the C.T. Road in tbelr overloaded 
juggernauts, smoke ‘‘tamp chhaip^ 
cigarrTtes. Many young farmers cut 
their hair and keep faanionably trim* 
med beards, without creating a family 
crisis. 

The Akali Dal {all its factions) and 
the Shiromoni Curdwara Prabandhak 
Committee iSGPCk who guide the 
polUical. reiigious and cultural life of 
the majority of the Sikh community, 
cannot therefore fend off the criticism 
that they huve continuously mixed up 
the Sikh's political sentiments with his 
relicuiuf fuiih. Tlw Akali DaJlU is the 
only political party with a mass base in 
I’linjoh but it has sim^y cashed in on 
ihr Sikh's sentimental belief chat his 
religion is his politics. Today the Akaji 
leadership can point to no record of 
frying to educare itn followerv tn &ecu> 
lar beliefa. All polincal oioveraents 
launched by the Akali Dal are given 
the label of a dhsrme vuddbe (fell* 
gious war). 'fhJs creates tne ground for 
AluU spUnevr giuups who indulge in 
competitive communalism. 

If the Congress putty has, since the 
davs af ftardar Prutap Singh Kairon. 
!itdye<l in powei thrnuch o strategy of 
dividiiic ihe Sikh end Hindu conununi* 
ties in Punjab (its the Akalis aUage). 


the Akali Dd &as ^ayed in own role 
in making the Kindoi feel inaocure 
One of tM commonest complaints we 
beard was that ghe Hindu population 
did not trust the Punjab police. *Over 
90 per coal of the state police is Sikh 
and in their baaft of hearts they art 
•gainst us.* This was the endless re¬ 
frain that paople on the streets of 
Katra AhJuwalia, Guru Basaar, Katie 
Baaaar, Karmo Doori and Hal Sewn 
Bauar repeated. 1%are would be 
peace, tb^ replied to our q«mio&. 
only as Iom as the Central Reserve 
Police (CRF) were there. 

While Hindu police cdficials ui the 
state diacoum such notions as *'being 
too exaggerated,'* they do admit that 
communal feallngs are creeping in 
among the more sectarian Silm ink¬ 
ers. 'fhu feeling is proved for the 
Hindu community at Urge by such 
statistics: of (be 137 deputy superio- 
tendeats of police in (be slate,' 117 are 
Sikhs. Of the 20 Hindu DSPs, five are 
on deputation to the government of 
India, eight are mi unimponam sundry 
jobs and only seven are posiad in (he 
districts. To (he conuBMt men, the DSP 
is a very imporunt person. He is the 
officer wKo keeps in cenatiAC couch 
with the force in die field. The insacur* 
icy of t^ Hindu popi^tioii about the 
Punjab police is articulated, on the 
political level, byCoogressd) and BJP 
charges that tba Akab Dal infiltrafhd 
the Hwar ranks ei the potice force 
with Its lupperters. Deepne the pro* 
testacioiu of the top Ak^ DakL) lead¬ 
ership, the noD'Siw find orood of the 
Sikh-polica link in the canmdarura ei a 
retiTM inspaccor-ganaral of police, 
Sardar B. S. Danewalia, for the rarid- 
kM Assembly byelactloo as an bide- 
peadetit extramM Akali (tba alactioti 


was postponed on 3 May;. Similarly, 
the Sikhs in Punjab are viruleni 
against the Hindu-dominated vernacu. 
w newspapers of the state, the big- 

a of vditcl^Pvfljab Kesah, Hind 
cku tnd Prarap—are published 
from Jullunder and generally follow 
an anti-Akali line. Thus neither police 
nor press is coosidered above com- 
ffluoel bias. 

Given these cooununel social re- 
spoew, it is strange that the Prime 
WBister Mrs Gandhi, has not been 
able to get Giani Zail Singh and Dar- 
bara Singh (Punjab chief minister) to 
put en end to their bitter squabbles 
whkh have broughe the administra. 
tios in the state to a standstill. A 
number of Punjeb Congress(I) leaders 
dismiss this talk about the Giaoi- 
Darbara feud. Said Amritsar MP 
Ragbunaedan Lai Bhatia, who broke 
thm vertebrae on 26 April when a 
militant crowd in Katra Ahluwalia 
chased and manhandled him, ** 1111 $ 
conflict between Giani Zail Singh and 
Darbara Singh, much of it is exagger> 
ated.” Punjab's minister for public 
relatiotis and health, Mr Jogintw Pan- 
» dey. argu^ at Patiala (hat if that were 
so thao Giani Zail Singh and Darbara 
Singh would not have walked together 
in Amritsar's peace march on 28 
March. 

But facts do not quite support this 
Congressil) defence. While chief 
mimtter Darbara Singh had talked 
publldy about the need to ban the Dal 
kSiaUa, Gianiil ruled out such a ban 
during his visit to Amritsar on 28 
April. Giani Zail Singh, who was Pun¬ 
jab chief minlicer from 1972 to 1977, 
bas been continuously interfering with 
senior postiogi in the state. For inst¬ 
ance, the diim minister wanted Ur J. 



, urm ii iBVwdsMkn CCBI), to 
nn to cbo nott. Bttt iitfonMdonircu 
in Now DolM thoi it tool ts Gioni 
ZoU SlBfh lowni of tbo chlof iDiait* 
tor't oMvc, b« portftuUy tedi Mr 
Bowa’i fUo to tbe Prizoo iuaiiiOT iitd 
ptnuotfid hir to focom Kim in Now 
Delhi. 

Both the Akjtli Del end Confrooed) 
loederthip Ueo intorvjoin) hleme 
ooch other tor the recent troublet. 
elieciAf thet the ceutMoel miKtuei 
hit Dcen ttirred up by the other tide 
to |»1 d luppert in tbe Auembly elec* 
tione in neiffabourinc Heryene end 
Himeehi] Predeth. COTfre^l) leed 
ert like (inenee miniiier Kewe) 
Kithen, Speeker Brii Btauthen Mchra. 
public*reletioBt nioitter Joiindcr Pel 
Pendey end Amreoder Sin^ MP. in- 


eUt due the Sith MBim ehouM bo 
trotted ee AJsali eKtremtets who e&}o* 
iodirocr ptcroneM from tbe Akau 
loederahip. But «»efi queedoDed ah’ 
out the counter chtrM of the Akall 
Del thet the Con^reesd) ie eupportinf 
the Siith extremifts to elienete (he 
Hindu community from the Akelie. 
CoAereu(tl leeders give uaconvinciDp 

a bee. Oo ibe ocher hand, both the 
' leadership <for instance. Ilr Her* 
baas Lai Khanne at Amriutr) end 
Akali )oo4tr% like Sant Htrduad 
Siaph Loofowel and Mr Prekash Sinph 
Beam offer e more logical arpument 
epainst the Conpro*s(I). On tbe three 
occesione that tm Akali Dal hat come 
to power m Punjab, they have done so 
in i coalition with hpbtut Hindus like 
Che BJP. If the Miim community is 
elieneted from tbe Sikhs, tbe Akelit 


hemediefely lou ovt eselaat dte con- 
aolidetod vote banks of the Cookes' 
s(l). Tdee tbe tote hank of the Coo> 

E ta(l) at Aariteer itseK. Tbe city's 
, Mr Rachunandan Lai Bhaeia won 
the 19K1 Lok Sabha election with e 
total poll of 2.U lakh votes in his 
favour. In 1977 be lost Ibe Lok Sebbe 
election buc polled 2.IS lakb votes. 
Earlier in 1972 he had won the seat 
polling ZS lakh votes. 

Ho wonder, then, .that on 27 April, 
the day after the first act of sacrilege, 
the AJuli DakD leader. Mr P^aih 
8in^ Badal, announced thet hispetiT 
would support the Lok Dal ana BJP 
candidates in the Haryana and 
Hunechal Pradesh elections. Mr Bedal 
sew immediately thet the sacrilege of 
2€ April would tend to divide Che Sikh 
end Hindu votes. 


‘Akali (L) and BJP responsible’ 


fVop/e ’Jtiii edjdresj him as raje in able influence ie Petlele disthcr 
areas which once consrrrured the srate A: No, be doesn't come hm often 
of Phreeia. For. hi$ forefothers were for loag stays. Mostly ha passes 
the ru/ers. Aorender Singh, of course, through ntiele. He comes to Patiala 
is not 0 raja any more: he is the just as he travels to many other parts 
Congiess fli AfF from Petiafa. Me. of the country. The Use lime be was 


however, carries considerebfe weight 
in Punyah effeirt both at the Prime 
Minister's residence and with home 
minister Zoil Singh. He spoke to SVN~ 
DAY. hmerpts: 

£ . Why is it thor efter Amriteer, 
reran Tanrri and Periefa have been 
>aen by the communoJ miscreoats 
for ^ desecratjon of holy pieces? 

A: Patiala has seen communal her* 
mony for (he lest 3S*yeers. This is the 


here for e UagUh spell, for eight or 
nioe days, was two amaths ego. 

Q: How strong is the Del JC^as in 
PotieU? 

A: There ere only a heodfol of Dal 
Khalsa people bare, ^ere were some 
boys but four of them hevo boon 
irrestod in PatUle dismet. 

Q: Whet obout tbe secret extremist 
Sikh ergeoisedee, tbe Akhossd Kinen 
Jethe? 

. . r. ... w A: The Akhand Kiften Jethe is not 

first tune that sooietbiog Uke thw has towards our tide, li is more towards 
happened at Patiala. It is just some* Ludhiana. But there is coasideraUe 
body's mischiel. I think the whole Nexaliie influence in PetieU district, 
thing has been done with the coming There are ttiU pockets of CTOMl end 
eltetions in view (for the raridkot aod Nualite sumMirt 


Naagal Assembly seats in Pua>eb end 
Assrably elections in the nei^bour 


Q: Is it possible tber tbe mitehief et 
PatiMle's keli Deri Jdiedir it the work 


ing states of Hirvana and HimachM of feemer Haxeiites who have turned 
Pradesh, which have siable Sikh roHgious jeefora like Tersem Sia^ 
populations). 

9 How wilt (he oppositioe parties Amrender Singb . iaflueetieJ ax-rvja 
.gem from this tension? 

A: The AkalU and the BJP feel that 
if the situation develops and there i 
communal unrest in the state, tbe^ 
people will move to extremist parties 
There are a number of Suths in 
Harytne whose votes vrill be tignifv 
cant for the nireJ seats. I am person el* 
ly convinced that this is the basic thing 
to it (the commune) mischief in 
Punjab}. 

Q: IPnen did you fast here commuo* 
el teosioh in retieJe? 

A: In our dry the people always get 
togetiier to celebrate Muslim, Sikh, 

Hindu and national festivals like cbe 
Republic Day. If thme is a Hindu 
f^clvaL. Sikh sad Muslim Crieods will 
send food over to their Hindu friends. 

Ibw has dweyt been very cloee 
rapport among tbe peMle. la receoi 
times one eeo only say met chare was 
sooM agitatien among a segmeni of the 
Sikhs at Patiala whM Seat Bhindna< 
wale surresdered to tbe police last 
year. 

Q: Sent BMudrenirefe bet ceAs/d«r> 



who is ef/eged to heed tbe killer squed 
ther went on s rempege some monrhs 
beck? 

A: It could be. Buc here nobody has 
claimed responilbiUry for the mischief 
(ualike Amritsar, where the Dal KM- 
ee said it had placed the calfheeds at. 
tbe two tempfei). 1 think people are 
lekint adveniege of the situation. 

D: to rerun royourpoliricef ebane, 
whet edrantege can the oppaift Too 
perries ger from the rurbuleiir tirue- 
riod? 

A: They can play up the charge that 
the Congrestil) governmeot cannot 
protect ina pe^le, that the Congrts- 
s(l) government is incompecenc. 

Q: Art you making a defritire state* 
meet thet the Akeh Del (L) end the 
BJP ere rewoetible for the ecamunel 
mitehief? 

A: 1 am making a definite statement, 

a I believe inai. To create Hindu- 
tension for winning an election is 
a very unfortunate (hing. 

Q: in Amritsar end elsewhere in 
Punjebt meny people toy thet Funi'ab'j 
enerehic aituetion is a result or the 
pe^iticaJ tussle between centre! home 
fluaister. Cieni Zetl Singh end chief 
mmiiter Derbere Singh. 

A: I know chat in the current crisis 
there is s very close liaison between 
tbe borne minister end the chief minis¬ 
ter. Both ere very keen on stability In 
our state. You know, i should Mve 
be e n in Himachal Prad*^ on election 
duty buc I am here In Patiala. The 
home minister has rung me up ten 
times *0 find out about cm siruaiion In 
Patiala (during cbe first 120 hours 
after rioting brake out in cbe town). 

Q: Do you think the coafl^etions 
Jure boM etrempted by Ajkistani 
agents whe^ disguised as Sikhs, infih 
traced into Punjeb? 

A: We have not heard about Pakista¬ 
ni infUcretors. But I certain^ believe 
that f^eign powers want Pun lab. a 
border sute, to be destebiliseo. 

Q: Which foreifn powers? 

A: Well, for instance, the hijack¬ 
ers who took the Indian Airlines plane 
to Lahore. 1 am cold thet they ere 
ttlng S lier treatment chare end are 
Rg lavishly wined and dined. 





-j ^. 


SvNDAV met ihrte Itediog AkaJi I>aS 
kfideFs of tbe Lonmwgi group ->Jir 
Prakasft Smgh Bmw, Mr Curehsnn 
Singh Tohn nod Snot Hnfchnifd Singb 
Lo^wni^ it (he Sriomooi Gurvd' 
nrn Prnbnndhak Commime (SCPC) 
offke in A/ohvsnr oa 29 April, three 
days after the trouble first broke our 
JA the dry. While former Punjab chef 
minister. MrPrekesh Singh Bedel, nod 
SCPC president Mr Gurmrno Singh 
Tohrn were erttculnte during the inter 
view, Sent Hnrchand Sirub longowel, 
who js the president of m Aknii Dnl 
(L) wes jAoxpiJcab^ retxcenr during 
the interview. Excerpts from the inter¬ 
view. 


“Amritsar incidents: 
resuit of conspiracy 
by the government” 


j Why is the Aknii Del (t) not 
* tnkatgn deer stand on the 
f&else? 


■ MDel Khelse? People an con- 
fused about whether you are 
lupperrm^ riie Del or not. 
Tonrs: Ws nav* nude oux stoAd very 
cldtron many ucessioni. Sant Lani^* 
a] has is&uao any number of public 
iietaments on this. 

6«dal The Akah Dal has norhinf to 
do with the Dal KKmIm. So many 
important nawspapars have cJaarly 
stared thsr rhe Dai Khalsa i$ a Con* 
|reu party creation. The Dal Khalsa 

K up candiditas aitinst the Akali 
’s candidates in iha last SGPC 
elect ioni three years back. The Con* 

£ »ss party had financed theaa candi* 
tes against us. 

Tohra: The laoup lad by (the late) 
Jithadar Saotokh »in^, the Dal Khal¬ 
sa people and soma other small 

S oups, attended s aaetinc at the 
mgreas Bhawan io Cbandifarh and 
at that meeting they decided to put up 
candidates agaiost ui in the SGPC 
elactioAi Thai meeting was attended 
by Mr Darbara Singh and Giani Zail 

Sii^. 

Q: if that is so, wbyhu the Akeh Dnl 
(Li failed ro expose the Del Khelse’s 
links With the Congres$(t)^ 

Badal: We have tried our best to 
expose these links but we don't have 
the resources to expose them on the 
scale we want to. We don’t have any 
control over the media. 

Tohra: The fact is that the Akali 
Dal's demands are not accepted ^ 
anybody. We had three to four meet¬ 
ings with the Prime Minister but our 
demands were not-accepted. That is 
why people like these (Dal Khalsa* 
type extremists) are bom. They are 
hewn and they go further and further 
ahead. If the demands of the Akali Dal 
are accepted (by the central govern¬ 
ment) then these extremists would 
become weaker. Frankly, there is no 
support for us from the central govern- 
mant. 

Q: Tohm Saheb. many people sey 

thei ypu sacretlv synsmthiM with rhe 
Dai Khalsa and outer extremists. 

Tohra; (His face falls. He pauses for 
a .split second.) Dil mein mere kya hei 
na nap park mre hain na main /*te 
Mktu hooa. Jo Jwi woh ametmein hai, 
semne hat (You cannot read what is in 
my heart nor can I prove anything to 
you. But whatever is in my heart is 
thtra 00 my face, for everyooe to see.) 
[ bare rmatedly said that we in the 
Akali Dal are against everything that 



ffarchintf Smxh Loi^owtl Garehann Singh Tohra Prakesh Singh Bade! 

leads (0 the disintagraiwn of the na¬ 
tion But people say all kinds of things 
about me. Pressmen say that I an a 
communist, that 1 am an axiramist and 
that I am Mrs Indira Gandhi's agent. 

Now I ask you. how can I be all thrw at 
the same tlma? 

Badal: Let me tall you one thing, we 
taka a very strict line about these 
extremists. Our president (Sant Lon- 
gowal) even tun^ out the secretary 
M the party (S. Sukhjinder Singh) 
wbao ha made a scaiaatot supportuig 
KJulistan. 

0-PvMxc^.yiw all seen ro be on the 
defensive on the issue of Sikh extrem- 
rsts 

Badal; No. no no. We are not on the 
defensive. Our party's stand is very 
clear on this. 

Tohra; If we appear to be defensive, 
it is because of the goverament The 
exuemtsts say that the government 
always responds to their action but 
does nor give aiteniiofl to the demands 
of the Akali Dal <L). If wa launch i 
movement the government gets the 
police to beat up our w^ers. 

Q.’ Whet is your party's re^tonse to 
the unfortunate iocidtna at Amrvesar 
ofl 2S^T April? 
i: The dti 


Tohra: The diief muiisrer said chat 
those responsible for the ^heads 
found at temples Id Amritsar ware 
biding inside the Darbar Saheb (the 
Coldw Temple). Naturally, the Hin¬ 
dus were hurt at this. They reacted 
viol«ntlv and. snacked rbe Durbar 

Saheb. We say all this is the result of a 
conspiracy of the government. If the 
chief minister kn^ about the cul¬ 
prits be should have been dlacreet. I 
aavo told him ibat m -ceine and find 
the culprits within tnerprecincts of the 
Darbar Saheb but if you don't find 
them there you must resign from the 
chief minittarshjp. I decl^ that the 
chief minister repeatedly makes this 
charge because be wants to divide the 
pet^le. 


Sant Lunguwsl: There was the state 
finance minister. Mr Kewal Kishen’s 
statement, which alto added to the 
tension. He said that thero will be no 
ban on the sale of tobacco here. 

Tohra Wit) we have peace only if 
the CUP (Central Reserve Police) is 
posted here> No. we will have peace 
only if we show the correct way to the 
people. Our movement to declare 
Amritsar a holy city intensified only 
after Hardwar. Kumkshetra and Vara* 
nasi were declared holy cities. Pun- 
iab's Hindu leadership made (he de¬ 
mand that along with a ban on the sale 
of tobacco in the walled citv of Amrit¬ 
sar, there should also be a W on the' 
sale of meal. We agreed to that. Let 
(be meat shops be lakdh out uf the 
walled city. 

Badal: We say that there should be a 
ban on (he sale of tobacco bui not on 
smoking. People can smoke mside the 
walled city but they should buy their 
tobacco outside. 

Tohra: Before 1947. when the British 
ruled India, there were a number of 
boards all over the city, saying that 
Amritsac 1$ a holy citv, therefore 
please don't smoke openiv here. This 
was by order of the Governor of 
Puolab. 

Q: You say that rhe iDddenrs are 
perf uf a conspireey by the goeers- 
meor. Whet is that conspiney? 

Sant Longowal; This whiole conapira- 
oy ^ the goTemment is to hold on to 
tkeir gedoi. 

Tohra: The Cengresad) has no other 
programme except to win eletcions. 
They want to capture the Hindu vote 
completely. That is why oa the Beaa- 
Ravi water dispute they have idvM a 
better share to Haryana lust before 
the elections are to be held there. It is 
because the government's Intentioni 
have come to this level that we have 
such ugly iacidtots. 

Bader When the AkeUs were la 
power in Punjab there was no tenaioD 



in the <iate. Throughout Ponjab there AkMiU w«n in power then ww ao Q: How c*n they get Hindu rote* 
WM coouBunal termony between ibe eommunel tetaioa in Punfeb. but in through tension’ 

Sikbi end the Hindus. In feet conunun* 197$, when you were the etiief minis- Tobia. They say that they wilJ get 
aJ hennony between Sikhs and Hindus cer, there was a smw dash bemoen Hindu votes by frightening tne 

ttif] exiati in Punjab, despite the re* the Sikhs and the VimnJcani Hindus. 

cent iaeidents for which a handful of BadaJ: What happened in 1976. bap- ^dalt Our demand is that the cen* 
anti-social elements on both sides are pened suddenly, hut pr o perty was not val goremtnent should ask a SupreDe 
respoDsible. The Hindus and the Sikhs damaged, the comaoo people in Court jud^ or a retired juw to 
of Punjab do not want to fight each Anrtuar were not affeccen. because loouire into our role in Hindu*Sikb 
other. the goverrusent saw so it that the teiuion. We mide this dernand to the 

Sant iongowalr People say that the situation should not develop mio a Prime Minister at our very first round 
present problems of Punjab have dangerous one. Within a few days of ol talks. We asked for an inquiiy by a 
Uriseo because of the political struggle the clash we saw to it that life re* judge or by a central mcelll^nce 
between Giani Zaii Singh and Darbara turned to normal. I say that our inten* ageocy. 

Singh. dons were always lo maintain com Tohra: The Punjab press always dis* 

Bedel: There has never been a Hin- nunal barmosy and peace. But that is torts our position. For example, when 
du'Sikh clash at Amritsar before and not the case now. we were ughting for a Punjabi Subs 

even now there is no quarrel between Tohra; On 2$ April two state minis- (state) the press converted it into to 
the two people as such. ters and the Assembly Speaker came agitation for a Sikb state. 

Tohra: Here in Punjab the desecra* to Amniiay. On 27 April the state Q: j would sav that your perry has 
tiOD of a mandir is considered.by the finance minister and the Speaker (Mr aor been able to meitt its position 

Sikh people to be is abominable as the Brij Bbushan Mehn) went to the men- dear fo the pubUc, 
desecration of a gurdwera. So, tec d^ at ^tra Ahluwalb About 200 pee- Tohra: We have countered the 
with the Hindus. ple collected there and this soon be- charges against us. We could hive 

Q: There is a rumour in Deihi that came an uocootroNable mob of people taken out a counter-procession ifter 
dunng rhe last year between J.QOO to which clashed with the police the Darbar Sahib wai attacked on 26 

T.OOOrakittani agents have infiltrated Badal: I think the common people April but we restrained ourselves. We 
mro Pun;eh and Jammu and Kashmir are beginnifig to undeatand how are countering their falae charges by' 
m (he guise of Sikhs Is there any truth much we are reqwnslble and how insisting they catch the culprits re* 
in this? much they (the Coogren*!) ere. For sponsible for putting the cow needs in 

tongowal and Badal (together): No. example, Saot Longowal immediaioly front of the mandtra. 

No. |ave a ftatement that the Akali Dal Badal: The Akall Dal (L) president 

Tohra: Can't the government cetcb (I) wanted ell people. Hindu or Sikh, baa given instrucrioni to ill workers to 

one of them at least and show him to to uniia so tbit we can work collective- . make the maximum effon to establish 

substantiate this rumour? ly for communal harmony. From the communal harmony. 

Badal: S urti y t hey ca n cate h one of a begioning the Congress politics has Q: Wha r are your persona I reaetiona 
thousand infiltrators. They night be been to create a dmareDce between m che rense simarron rn Amritsar? 

sprtadina such rumours unlv to hide tbe Hindus and the Sikhs, so that the Tohra: We think that curfew should 
tne inefticiency of their administra- Hindus vote for then. For politkal have been imposed from the very first 

(ion. f^ns they always want to sliog mud at day so that the situetiun did not de- 

Q: Mt Badal, you saidtbh when the the Shiromani Akali Dal teriorate to the extent it did on the 

- ' ' I I , sacond dw. 

Gurdwera at Cheu/asthi Attari, and tbe police petroUiag Amritsar streets Badal: Those of us who were in other 

-f ' " va ) - ' " i I ^ ' I districts and were coming to Amritsar, 

i ^ 1 1| Mg wondered how we would reach here 

_ja I ^ y i and whom to contact togei permission 

If' k ^ I ' / Amritsar. There was a lot of 

I -- I •[ . * tension in our minds but when we 

^ m J came here wediKovered that but for a 

' jt IPSPtAMh' * ' I ' I ® where curfew 

. . j . 1 had been imposed, life wai quite 

^“*1 oormtl. 

^ J ^ government 

crack down on Dal Khalsa as soon as 
egaMB^II its iotentjons became known at rbe 
‘vjjH i time of the hijacking? 

_ * Tohra: I want to ask you that. The 

aW answer is self-evident, they have im* 
the 

against some students working for the 
^ ^ ^ I ^ India Sikb Students Federation but 

the Del t.baJsa men have been allowed 
H to move about freely, even after the 

V ^ issued provocative, threatening 

V ]H statements. The government does not 

W do anything. It simply issues a state* 

^ 'G^l qp ment that such and such people have 

committed this particular offence and 
^iVEmRHBlHB^S * hiding in the Golden Temple. 

would say tnat the chief minister's 
statements incited people to attack 

^^B* _ \ B Sant Longowal; The reasons are very 

B^HBkBBBm Tohra (intemipting Sant Loniowai): 

|*!^B9BB|&We have told them wriet we heo to pu( 
i.T'• V' tV . forward. We will get • reply by the 

^ third week of Mey lf they agree to our 

^ •«'. demands, fine. There » nothing to 
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THE CLASS ROOF 
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Ramcalnaclass 
by itself for 
schools that need 
long-term 
protection 
L and economy 


Num th» roof 
tbit ii laoro iban a roof: 

SUcDCo — 0)0 firot'Clooi 
^H^^^uboMoa eonwnt roof 
(Btcouio il givet 
pormuioni protomon). 

Aa odueabon aproida lo rural 
aroaa. Kaaco rooCi provide iho 
oaooQOa] wMttiar prottetioo and 
durability at an ocooomical coit 

With auporior produeuon laeh* 
rtology and a h>ah dogtaa ot 
quality control, rha Rameo 
a^atoa COMBI producia have 
atood Uw loai of umo 

That e why Stolo Govoremoni 
Dtparimonia. PanchayaiUnioni. 
local bodioi and educaikonal 
loabiuilotiB fpocily Rameo roofing 
for all typM of co&atructiona. 

No wonder. Rameo ta Ota top 
aaboatoa ceaeni roof today 
— Om ch^ca of aU lop-ranking 
cootraetora. 
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Morethanarooi- 
permana n t protection 
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CPM plans ahead 


'sfrt 

Wtir Bes- ^ 

S if woriciochard 11 L* ■ 

A iiaMivc vic> ^VnMippfl j 

t0J7 La the Auen* I L #j fl i Tefl ^ 

bly dtctioiu uid ^ a ^ 

thf ebiirmin of ^ *Im 

ch« Mcrer«nr of the Bv BAR UN 8EN0UPTA 
itiee unit of the 

PArry, Mr Proaode Dit|uptt. is oenfident that the Loft 
Front will sweep the polls, the peny still hu a cootma- 
ency plan ready in case the eWtimi are po a tpooea 
Even AS I write this column, there Art a Dumber of top 
leaders of the perty who feel the 19 Bley alectioBs 
nay be posiponad. It is on the insietence of thm lea der s 
(hat a contingency plan has beeo prepared which will 
ksep the party loinc even when It is out of power. 

The CPI(hl> will not easily live up the path of 
ptrliamenta/y politics nor wuJ it |o in .for violaace 
unless it is forced to do so by the centre. The party 
leaders ere confident that even If Mn Gandhi does 
postpone the May electiooi she will have to hold 
elections in the state by the end of this year or Uteet by 
early next year. It is mth thii kind of sceoario la nJad 
that the contingency plan bai been preparad. Aa iappr* 
tant part uf the plan is the tetting up of a huge fund, llse 
CFKM) has collected a large aaouai of money during lie 
five yean in power. Sometinse beck one «f the top 
leaders of the party's state unit, kfr Sarej Mukharjee, 
admitted in public chat the party's fixed aaaets alone 
amounted to about Rs five crores. Besides this the party 
has funds stacked away in various parts of the country. 

In addition, the CPl(M) hat coU^ed hups sums foe 
this election. Though the party might sm need this 
money immediately, the leadert are aware that oaoe the 
Left Front is out of power, the busloeaiaten aad mdue’ 
trielists will not be ve^ generous in contributlAg to the 
perty funds. According’to some induttrialists, the 
CPI(M) has collaceed a niniinum of lU one erore for the 
elections. Even Mr Pronode Oasgupta met some of die 
top industrialists of the state for this pumse. This was a 
rather unusual step as in the Mst the fund raising job 
was entirely looked after by Hr Jyocl Basu aad Mr $. K. 
Acharys. There was. of course, no reaeoa for the 
business commujiu.v not to contribute to the coffers of 
the CPllM): in the last five years the CPffM) baa done 
nothi ng to a ntagoni.w the business coaununity snA more 
important, the businessmen are aware that in case 
elections are held the Left Front is going to racuru to 
power. 

Besides collecting hinds, the CPIfM) is aJfa storing up 
arms. Not that the parry intends to use it. io fact the 
party would like to maintaio a non'violent image, bat it 
has leamt Its lessons well during the Emergeocr ud it is 
under no illusion that the Congress(l) woulo spare it 
should such a situation arist Main. Cwtale Isa den of 
the party are also apprehensive that even ^ police 
night be used to crush the perty. But they wiB not rush 
to take up arms very easily. 

—MM ■ • iO* ^ * « « « ^ « 




The CPI(M) leaderdiip has ame aetmsed the p«r^s 
underground setup i^ich bad become vinuaUy «fuM 
during the last five years. This undeigivund wing 
consists of about 10,000 party workers who are doi 
known to the police. So, even If Preaideat*# rule Is 


Imposed and the police rounds up k npwn party workers, 
this spedal fores, which is being givon e Wm ccgaolaa* 
tlonaf shape, will remain to protect the party. 

That is the outline of the plan at the mata laeai. At eba 



A. Far this It mlghi even haod* wto the 
The ^(M) leedershn is amieox that ooeg Mn 
odhl is removed from the polltkAJ scant, it will be 
Able to return to power in BmIaL 


Here's 
Amul Milk 

for your 
family 



Pul 21 heaped teWMpoons of Amvi WiiS Powder into s 
Hhia tumbler. $ti; mto e smooth pasie with • Irtiie 
warm water. Add hot weier up to top er>d stir Milk is 
i> 0 w ready for dnoking. Good for use in tea and coffee, 
and lor makrog curds and daasent Makes you thankful 
for ns convaniarwa. Guaranteed pure. 


Atnul 

MILK POWDER 
h's like having 
Q dairy in 

your home 
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wti tsiunod As a ftauJi, il? stata 

KARNATAKA _Uader, a. K. Subbaiih, not onJy opted 

out a aey oppotttion uolw durliii 
tbeae pdls but tUo went to tM extent 


new party 

in th6 lurch cUubs, however^ that his deci- 

aion to <tpt out ol theie byelectioai at 
(be lest mooient wai beauM he did 
Baiplere: Alter playing dose lo the The thinkinc i$ that, after (be Haryana not want to split (he oppoaitioo vote, 
cheat fur more than rive months now, o^la a new party with a mainly Lok But persons close (o him beheve 
the lion of Kallahalli has finally shown Del conieai will emerfe on a national he out bectusei with his two 
his hand. Though the repercussions of front and that Vn will merge his stalwart friends, K. H. SriolvaJ and 
bis announcement were sudden and regsona] pany with it. Aa^ S^t desening him. ai^ with the 

Martling-^two of his closest comrades conflict of interest to ween the Jana- 

and former cabinet colleaguas walked It is felt ibai this national plan ta, Lok Dal and BJF in Haryana, ha 
over to the Congressd), supposedly in perhaps accounts for Urs' uncariDg may have received i very bM drub* 
dlsfust—Devaraj Urs’ decision to re> attituoe* where the fate of the state biog in Bidar. And this would uliimate' 
ject the Congrei*(Si and form a new oppositioa is cooceraed. Characterisri* ]y hive dameged the national image 
regiOAal party had been long amid- caJly. Ura' response, after having he is so painstakingly trying to culri- 
piled iSvNOAY 13 December 1981X broken his news, has been; no com* *vatt. 

What the complenon of that rogioa* ment, with just the promim (bet *aU T))e Congresad}, of courso. Is the 
al party would oe had also been the will be known in due course " Having pony most ham about Un* oecision. 
subject of avid speculation for a long revealed his intention, be has gone The opportunity to sweep the polls at 
time One trend of tho^t was that into virtual bibemation' et least u the byelect ions has hem handed to 
Urs would woo chief minister Guadu far as Xamataka is concerned. Howev them on a silver platter, as it were. 
Rio’s bughtHr, S. Bengirappe and, er, he has succeeded in causinp This factor, plus some clever fielding 
(oget her with matinee 1 dol Raj Kumar, tremendous turmoil among the oppose o( candidates, more or less secures for 
would become a stumbling block for two ranks here. The United Democra* them both the seats. Political obser* 
the state unit of the Congretifl). tic Front (UDP>.thetprecarioualy held vers here toievethat the final approv* 
A notherbelief->aod this appears to be logMber otmositioD uaiiy in Karnato* al la Just a tuner ^ formality, 
more accurare—was chat he srould ka, is suddenly rvddarW Tbe im* In Bidar, fot instance, more then a 
form a new regional party with a in^iate manifesiatjon of (Jus weak* third of (he voters are Muslims and 
regional base end then flkeme. on a nees can be seen in the fight for the Congressd) backers. Here, the Con* 
national level, with (he Lok Dal (Sum* Hpeadurga end Bidar constituencies iressd) has fielded a Muslim journal- 
PAY 2 May}. As he racenily confirmed where byolections are to be held on 19 isi. In Hosadurga. it has opted for Mr 
in un interview with the local edition May. K. M. Rudrappa, who is from the 

of 8 Bombay based tabloid, he hadn't It hod earlier been assumed that the kuruba community (tbe kurubai are 
any intention of fotng regional on a Bidar scat would be contested by Urs the fourth largest community in ihe 
lung term basis. More like^, political end the Congrmu(S) and that Ko^ur state and Hosadurga constituency has 
obwvers here believe, his true ioten aa would be tato up by tbe Janata, always returned a kuruba MLA). Had 
tion will be known only after the UnfotTunately. in the process ^ mak- UrssupportedtheJanatiPartycandi* 
Haryana polls where hi has promiMd mg ihia dMisioo, Un bad MX con* dau.tnekurvbavote would Have been 
(0 publicly campaign for the Lok DsL wrted the BJP, tboogb iu cooperation split, perhaps even in the opposition's 


And leaves state opposition 


of fielding individual BJP candidatas 
io both conscicuenciei. Tao IJ? having 
little or no support in either Koaadur* 

I ;8 or Bidar, lad Urs not boing around 
or Use Janata, this move will only ^lit 
tha Jaoan voce to Congress(l)'s advao- 
tage. 

















!•?Qur. bowem, atihou|h md praptm to Ittvo for Htr^iA 

jonaii Pvty ii not compleuly w fitt oa mhm ht will finoQj cart bl» ?oto lor 
off, (ho Conyewd) boi • vtty big Cb«r«a for tbo 

I doeiDeviruUn litT« lo My his fomor frioods iod coUotfaot in 
about the confujim oc hat caiitad> He the Janata and Cengr e wfS). 
merely smiles his laay, confident iBlle Looise Fer aaB de a 

RAJASTHAN 

Advocate-General 
is dismissed 




Jaipur Why was the Rajasthan advO' 
cate*|eoeraI disnissea? An order 
issued by the state law secretary on 13 
1982 says; “By order of the 
Governor, services « Doctor Suahll 
Xumsr Tiwari. advecite>gaiieraL Ra* 
Jaathan are leroiinaied with iamedi- 
ate effect'* The removal order of the 
AG, which mentions no reason for the 
extreme step might hive bafflad many 
but not Dr Sushif Kumar Ttwart who ia, 
perhaps, wondering why the govern* 
meat took so long in removing him. 

Dr Tiweri has had a clean record as a 
govern mint law officer and enioyi a 

I ood reputation at the bar and DMcb 
or his mastery over legai matten. 
Starting his relarionship with the state 
overnment as far back as 1987. Dr 
iwari first became AG in April iM7 
and attained the distinction of being 
the youngest AC in the country. He 
resigned from hii office in May 1978 
after a change of government. With 
the Congress coming back to power in 
1980, Tiwari was appointed AG again. 
All went well lilt Mr ^iv Charan 
Maihur became chief ounister and 
appointed Bnj Sunder Shame u law 
minister Brij Sunder 8haniia*s aon. 
Kamlekar, was then workiog hs a gDT* 
ernment advocate. 

Through his son. the lav winiatar 
used to aeck favours from AG 
often regarding appointment trails- 
fats, adtournments, etc. The AG 
obliged but when he was asked to 
work against the government, the AG 
refused to obe/ This spaced off a 
rivalry between the law mihiste and 
the only cunsntutionally appuinted 
law officer of the state goveraiBCOt 
Besides other cases, Brij Sunder 
Shanna was talein g extraordinary in- 
lerest tn a case pending before ^ 
Riiasihan High Court rvlering to the 
sale of the Rambagh Palace land by 
the ex-ruler of Jaipur to i private 
party in a danratine manner. The 
new law minister si^ge^ted that the 
AC adopt a soft line in court where the 
ea-ruler of Jaipur and the industrialist 
purchaser of me land had challenged 
the validity of laws under which orders 
for acquiring the land under dispute 
were issued ny the Rajasthan gouara- 
ment. DcKtur j iwari expresses hia re¬ 
gress and his iaabiUty to take a stand 

X iiost his own government. Thu set 
chain reactions egainst the AG. 


The ex-ruler d Jaipff sold a Urfi 
chunk ol land meanaifif 3,49JW1 iq 
yds to the ioduttfial bouse ol ^ 
oomanii who bought it ia the name of 
the Gandhi Griha Nlmaa Hiring 
Cooperative Society lianted for Xi 
1400,000 Three separate deeds were 
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ShefBJ: riedicffvr rewards AC 

executed on 29 March 1972 which 
were registered after five days with 
the president registrar of asurancas 
« Bombay, 'em idea behind the tag- 
imtioit m the deeds at Bombay Hh 
stead of Jaipur was to keep the dw a 
aacret while save stamp duty wttdl 
would have been several lakhs of 
rupees in Rajasthan. 

The news of the deal leaked out and 
Che Rajasthan government under in¬ 
structions fmm the then chief minis' 
ter, Barkacullah Khan, in a swift move 
issued acquisition notices for land 
under the Ruiasihan Umd Reforms 
(AcQuisiiion nf land Owners hstate) 
Act 1983 and also under the Rajastes 
^btn Improvement Act ItSH. 
Aggiirvfd by the acquisition orderHm 
ei-ruier and the Komani^ filed a writ 
peiilion chaiiengmK the validity nf the 
above laws. I^ant^ile. Mr BarkabM- 


lah Khan paased away and Haridao 

E hi chlM uaister. Under 

taeura, the Xajaatban Land Re- 
foras Act was amandad in 1976. Slnca 
tbPB the writ petltioQ against tha sute 
fmrmDtflt aod the Jaipur Urban la- 
provasMDi Trust is penoag bafora the 
XiiuhaB High Court for diipoaaJ. 

AtNttptS were made during the 
Jttaa ragiae to hush up die natter 
whn DoMor Tlwvl resivied from the 
aduacaimgeneralahip on account of a 
ChMga in the govamaent. tha law 
dapartatft^unM law ounistar Surya 
N train Ghoudhary>had then almost 
derided to withdraw the acquisition 
Boricae but tha schtma failed as Doc* 
tar Tiwari was stiU counael lor the 
jilpta Urban laprovaamt Trust, in 
s^ortani party in the litigation. On 
Dr Ttwari's advice the improvement 
tniat refused to cooperete with the 
state toveroment. 

la the S. C. Mathur coverainent,lBw 
aialatar Sharma Mnt feelers to Dr 
Tiwari to adopt a soft line in the case 
ralMlDg to sale of land by the Jaipur 
■aharaia. When Doctor Tiwari aid not 
tea his liM tha law minuter decided to 
teach him a lesson. At no time have 
athocate-teaeralt been ever asked to 
axplaia my they have appeared in 
ceaee for cne government or not to 
represent his jovemreent before a 
court. But Brij ^Sunder Sharma craated 
hisiory. On 23 December 1981, the 
director, htigetlons. government of 
Rajaathan sant a letter isklng the AG 
to m^Uin "reaaooi for not obtaining 
prior Mproval of this department for 
aopaanng" in the case of New India 
EwctricaT and Industrial Corporation 
Private Liaiiied versos Union of India 
and others. Whan Brij Sunder Sharma 
failed to enlist the aevocate-generars 
cooperation in the Rs one crore land 
ail# case even after this humiliation 
ha derided to adopt another method. A 
Congrasifl} legislature party func- 
caliad Doctor Sushil Kumar 
• for "some urgent con- 
.** When the AG reached the 
ri the Congressdl leader he 
Mr.B. 8. Somani, the purchaser 
of the ex-roler’s land there. It took 
Doctor Tiwari little time to understand 
what the consultation was going t» be. 
He told (he Congressd) functionary 
and Mr Soman i that he was noi a 
purdMsable commodity. The meeting 
eBdaa w*th a threat from Mr Somani 
Doctor Tiwari would not be AG 
. The ex-ruler's property case 
ted to be taken up for hear- 
time in the fourtn week of 
April. In order to prevent Doctor 
Ttwvi from appearing the law minster 
derided (0 get rid of him before that. 
The dismissal orders were issued even 
without taking approval of the state 
cabinet. The appointment of the AG is 
made by a cabinet resolution and bis 
removal should also be made with the 
cabinet's approval. Bui in this case the 
caMaai was bypused. Interesiingly 
Diem Tiwari still remains the counsel 
tor the Urban Improvement Trust, 
Jaipur Will he be removed from there 
too? 

Wlap Chtnd DwMUa 


MADHYA PRADESH 

The Chancellor indulges 
in dismissal spree 

Bboml: What ion of a Mitioii cao a 


poltcidao of oM itato ba opectod to 
mdulgo la, wtkon ho |oti ponod as 
Govomor of another state? Of tryi^ 
the usual polltlcaJ manoeuvhn|s in 
the uAiverstuos of which he also hap< 

C eiu to be the Chancellar by virtue of 
is Covtmonbip? At least this ts so in 
Che case of Mr Bhacat Dayal Shanaa 
(formerly a politkien of sotse repute 
in Haryana), oow the Govemor of 
Madhya ^adeih. 

Disnissals and arbitrary appoint* 
tnenii have became the oroor of the 
day. MP has ran umversittef e ipht 
regular and two speciaUsod. Duiug 
his one>and>e*bali years as Chancellor. 
B. D. Shanna has been responstblc for 
the dismissal of 24 vlce^bancellon 
and registrars (most of whom he him* 
seif had appointed), on chargn of 
corruption and ineAkiency. Interes* 
tingly, these persons already had ro* 
cordi of corruption evan before the 
Chancellor haMpicVed them out of 
the blue. One case in point is Dr B. M. 
Sharma of Bhopal Uorvertity. He bed 
been vrarkioc as a lUader in Ancient 
History in Jabalpur Univenily end 
bad twee unsuccesafuUy tried to be* 
come a professor in the same depart* 


flieK. He was suddenly tthed to take 
ever es the vke'ChanceUor of Usopal 
University on IS Aaguat 1911. e 
national holiday, vdiea his {^tceeeor 
was due 10 retire on^ the following 
doocIl This same B. N. Shanna, afcei 
seven months, on 6 April this year, wai 
called to the lUi Bhavan and directed 
CO hand over coerge immedietely to 
one Dr R.C. Shukla. His seven*Bontb 
tern in otiict was probably the sbor* 
test any vke<haflceUof has served In 
Me^ya Pradesh. 

What was R. N. Sbarma^s crime that 
he waa so summarily dissusaed? His 
main aedvity bad bM to sack and 
punish all um profe ss ors end other 
employees of the university with even 
a hint cf bavinp been cloee to his 
predecessor. Besides this, his misitke 
prabebly ley ia the feet thet at a prem 
conferenca, be admitted that oueadon 
papers and Uaak answer books were 
oe sale in the open market et the rale 
^ lU too for the fomer and Its 25 for 
the letter. ^However.* he expleincd. 
*chis was all the dolat of ay rtfistrer, 
Ur C. 8. ^taa.* 

the ragiitrar, who was • direct 
appointee Cron the lUj Bhevan, else 
hm an interesting pest. ^ was earlier 


the assxstaai registrar at Gwalior's 
Jiwaji Univerncy from where he had 
twice come to Bhopal for the post of 
deputy registrar but had been rejected 
both times **beceua of bis rnutaiion 
of selling Question papers in GwalJoc,” 
w one of the Motion conmitiee 
meaberi Inter edmitted. It was around 
this tine that an ordinance was pai* 
sed, giving the powers of direct 
appoiatBcnt of ragistren to the Chin. 
ceUor. And of course, the first reg* 
iscrar the Governor B. D. Sbanna 
appointed was G. S. Cautem. 

Tht Chancellor can claim to have 
been ignoranl of the pest records of 
the men he* puked, but he has no 
excuse his ignorance of their mis* 
deeds in Bhopal. Mr B. N. Sharma, the 
dismissed vice.chancellor, firmly 
maintains that he wrote about 15 let* 
ten over the past seven months to the 
Chancellor, complaining about his reg* 
istrar. *Bui the Chancellor never 
heeded my complaints nor took any 
action against Mr Gautam,** he says. 
He admitted that the Chancellor's son 
too was among those in possession of 
blank answer books end ((uettion 




In fact, it is alleied by a lUj Bhevan 
insider tkat the nneffuiency** of the 
registrar was finally proved only when 
the Chancellor*! son. Mahedev Shat* 
me, complained to hit father that the 
regutrar had leaked to him the wrong 
uestioB paper According to i very 
friend of the Governor's son. it 
was el the registrar’s advice that 
Mahadev had cbosan the Saifia Col* 
lege as hii exeminetion centre. The 


S 


MP government ignores High 


Bhopal: On 17th November 1980, 
allowing a petition filed by a voter 

in 1979, the High Court bmb con* 
stttuting Chief Justice G.P. Singh 
and Justice U.N. Bhachawat. gave 


fur constituting the BhoM Mum. 
cipal Corporation Act, 19^ within 
March 1982 ” The deadline baa 
approached and passed by un* 
heeded, and no signs of any elec* 
tions are in sight. 

lliere are 27S local bodies in the 
state and today, a majority of them 
have peen under su^rscsaloB for 
over a decade. The Indore Munlcip* 
al Corporatioolmbeeftwidwutaa 
elected rdvreeeBTtthv iuweT97th 
the Bhopal Municipal Corporation 
has never bad an election since it 
came into being in 1967; the Gwg* 
Itor Municipal Corporation vras su> 

E seded in 1969. At present, only 
pur and Jabalpur can boast 
havutg alteted Mayors. 


tTinsitory provisions contained iu 
the 19So Act uMtor Section 442. 
thus became applicabk The gov. 
enunent appointed n administra¬ 
tor and a commusiooer to head the 


bcccioo 442 IS a transitory provision 
and the duty is laid on the adminis* 
traior to take steps for the prepara 
tion of electoral rolls for holding 
general ward elections goes lo show 
that there is a duty cast on the 
government and the adninistraror 
to bold elections as soon as possible 
for coBstittttiBg the 
Corporagloa...l$ yem can by no 
^ stnm of imari natW B be takn to 
be a reUoDawf time. Tbe respon¬ 
dents (the sute of MP and others) 
have thus clearly not discharged 
tbe siatbtore duties laid oa them 
under the Cutputaiitm Act.* 

Tbe goveraaent sdvocate 
plesidsd Were the bmKfa that due 
to pr assuf f of ePneus work the 
aJecoflos could nbt be held until 


Court orders 

however, each government, regard 
less of which party it belonged to, 
kept on postponing the elections on 
one pretext or another. 

On 28 March, just two days be* 
fore the expiry of the deydlinc 
gjvexi by the High Court, ihe adnii* 
nistrator of Bhopal Municipal Cor* 

t oration announced a deficit 
udget of Rs 63.4$ lakhs for the 
"beautification of the city.* This 
deficit, naturally, would have to be 
met by loans and grants from the 
Slate governroeot. So any elected 
representative, if and when the 
elections are held, will also inherit 
a load of liabilities. 

However, whatever the reason 
for tbe postponment of municipal 
elections, the feet remains that the 
state government has wilfully 
iuiorcd the court's directive. 
Although an application has been 
moved on bebeff of tbe Municipal 
Corporation administrator, until 
tbe High Court decides to reverse 
or cancel the order, the legal Im* 
pikatioBS still hold good. If tbe 
directive is not aUei^, will the 
lledhye Pradesh government then 
be hauled up for cceitcmpe of ceuR? 
A Special Cerrespoodem 



ordcra to*. thn>.noLV4ra9Mi.Tof^.^ Oorpocitioo. The judges passing 
Madlb^ Pradm bett ewcHm order said: "The very feet thet 
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oui|oin$ vic»<h%fKellor Utef admit* 
ttd that Sadia CoUt|a in fibopil was 
the centra ol and niAM cheat* 
Ine.** Madhya ^adash education 
mmiater even admiiiad in the Vidhan 
Sebha that mn after the eoonence* 
ment of the anDiiiatknt^ 24 itudenta 
were ihifred froai other collafei to 
Seifia Coilese. Thaaa iodudad, amont 
the lona of other ioflueotial personi, 
alao the aon d a cabinet eiininer* the 
•on of an aa'ininlatcr and tha ton of a 
tittini MLA. 

Yat aneihcr vIca-chaAcellor who was 
haadpickad by B. N. Shanna wai Mr k. 
C. Bhama of Indora. A. G. Shanna. 
who it batter known for his wrestling 
ajtherai than for academic jhirsuica 
and is a dose friend of the Speaker of 
the MP Vidhan Sabht, was appointed 
vlea<hancallor of the A. P. S. univeni* 
ly at Rewa. 


EYE CAMPS 


These are marety two avamplet of 
the goinat oA in w unlvenities of 
Madhyi Pradesh. Corruption U ram' 

[ aot and education, as always. It sacri* 
iced for mare selfish ends. And the 
Governor of tha state with his constant 
appointmanH and dhautsaU is merely 
addiM to tha already chaotic situation 
of MP universities. 

P. Mishrm 


Blinding and killing 
insitead of healing 


jaiper; Ten*year'Otd Sunil will never 
sec ifaio. Om oi bis eyes was already 
damawd when the quacks operated 
upon his second eye. The raat of Ms 
life will MW be spent in total dark* 
acM. The seme is true of Ramdevi. 
Motiran, ^yaae, Murli. Suwa Ram, 
Javitri, Haounan Sahai and many, 
others who fell prey to the ao<ellM 
m suriaons woo had or|anisad • 
‘free eye camp* at Rajakhera in Rajas' 
than recently. 

Quita some tiOM ago. *frec eye camp* 
pMers appeared on tha walls of Ra* 

K * hera and nearby villaces publidS' 
a ‘teldtn opportuni^' for those 
who had lost hofM of sceini the world 
iBiin. The posters announced that Or 
V. S. Ba|be] of AliBarh would operate 
the patients, totelly free of cost and in 
addition, all tests, medicines and food 
would also be provided ftM. ^le m* 
dent was required ro pay a sum of Rs 


21 as form fee and bring with Him oue 
cake of soap, one cot and one stteo* 
dent. The viUsBert ware happy that 
such a camp was besni arranBcd at 
(hair very own doontep. The poor 
villagen came to know otdy much 
later that they had been not on^ 
deprived of cuir money but their 
eyesiBhi too. ettd the persons who 
o^rited upon them were no doctors 
bM absolute frauds. 

When after the ‘operadon’ Kanu* 
man SahaJ complainad of unbearable 
pain in his eyes, be was asked to pey 
an eirtra sum of Ri 110 for 'special 
aedicifits >** The same happened with 
others end ultimately, m ‘doctors' 
took at least Rs 200 from each patiani. 

While the eye camp was in proiresi 
in Rejakhera, news of one dea^ at 
Lalpur vilUfe and damiBa to tha ayai 
of many patients •( the hands of the 
quacks. Imed ihrouth newspaper re* 


A bouquet for Indian press 


Cakurta: Sia prominent journalists 
from Chine arrived in India for a 
fortnighi on 1 May. at the invitation 
of the Ail India Newspaper Editon 
Conference. They were: JianB 
Yuanchuan, S2, deputy director, in* 
ttrnationel department of the 
world's larBCst cfrculated daily, the 
Peoples Daily; Qui Soogtao, SB, 
chief editor of the XkxhonB Rrhao; 


Xiao Yu, S2. deputy direcror, inter* 
national department, of the CuenB* 
flunB f^iheo; Li Jiiuren. SB, deputy 
director. B^nerel onice of the jour* 
naliau association of China; Wu 
Jingsh^ S4. editor for ifttemaiion' 
al section of the BeiNna Review; 
and Shi ChenfauQ. Sl, deputy dl* 
visknul chief iu the information 
department oi the sunistry of fore* 


Orxneee joumaUm ai tha A/iaada Saaar RtcrxAe office 



iBD affairs. What impressed them 
moat about the Indian press wasthe 
advance nade in ttchnology • 
admit, you are far ahead of us,” 
said Yuanchuan, the leader of the 
teem. Of course, there was a lot of 
difference berweeo the Indian and 
the Chinese press in their percep* 
tion of what was news. For instance. 
In China the press is not expected 
to play the ron of an adversary tp 
the The explansrloo 

c df cTM by (he ChineseJoumnliati 
was that there is oo confTict betwen 
the government policies and the 
wishes of the people. Maneki Gan* 
dbi did not lina a place in the 
Chinese press because the people 
of China would not be Interesteg iO' 
(he domestic controversies of India 
which Chinese joumalisti consider 
to be s i.ien^ country. But then, 
why were the Chinese press and the 
raok once so vocal in their sym' 
pathies for the Nazalites? *1110(1" 
(he leader of the team said, "was an 
ebermtion." And for this he blamed 
the "Gang of Four.” That chapter, 
according to him. is now dosed. 
White in Indis, the Chinese dews, 
men had a close look at the Indian 
press and. apart from Calcutta vi* 
sited Delhi. Jaipur, Bombay and 
Madras, all Chinese Mlesa* 
tiona, this one too combined buai' 
neu with education. Ita buainass 
dMit with the Med for reeoivtng 
the differences iiUl keepiai the 
(WO countries apart. "Lers terfer 
the pest.* That was tha messai*. 
RanJeM Sen Gupta 



IS NUMBER ONE 

The latest, just-released report of the 
Audit Bureau of Circulation shows that 
Sunday has become the largest selling 
English periodical in India. 

THANK YOU 


had formed In her ftonach, «id ic 
vmdd b*f« ht raneved \rf u optra> 
tioA, aifaf • Atvliif hUde eaee 
•fdo. th^ cvt ^ea mt Monneh. 
l^ar, yAm her raUtirai euiidmi 
•beat her qwdiCMa, tbsy ware om 
cbM dm was tad riaephn. In 
reaUty. peer IgfcUa bad (bad. Sanibif 
tbs trooola tbtr tvara in. the qea^ 
iflimadlataljr flad ttpm tba vUlafa In 
the darkaeM el that nkhi. Only naat 
da; did tht mtitinf rulaisn know 
what aaactl; bad uppaaid. Uaae* 
whiki tba a|ony of thaw aubjactad to 


ba oe aw uebaarabia. Kama 8b^ want 
le tba ae?am»aBi beaptta] in Dhelpw 
whara na waa told that bla tft would 
have to ba rawovad tmnadlawy. Ta^ 
ror«rklM, ha teft iha boapftil and 
ratomad o tba vUli«e. 

Unfertimatal;. bafera tha levani* 
BMBi wet ava tpadallau Phtd* 
Mtf. aaranl ud Wn tetall; bUedad. 
And of cauraa tba culphu bad already 
vtBlahad froB tba wane. A» always 
tba autberttlai aweka too lata to ba of 
any uaa w tba poor. axpMtad villa- 

C h And wbathar thaw ertnlaali will 
ultbuCaly brought to book, U any- 


port!. Tha police In Rajikhara aciad 
promptly and altar awartainine that 
vllJawri ware indeed bainp axploitad 
in the name of *lraa aye camps.* 
arraarad M. C. Ty^. Munoa Lai ana 
Ranaih Chandra. FoUca anouiiy alw 
ravaalad chat thaw paraoni nid baan 
conductinf 'tya campa’ for a Ions timt 
undar aHumad namaa and falw rtf* 
iarration nunbari. H. C Tyafl, whow 
rati name runwd out to oa Maheih 
Chandra Jatav, in collabomtlon with 
hia two brothera. Munna Lai Jatav and 
bamaah Chandra Jiiav and a *e<allad 
nuru, Puahpa Lata, had conducted 54 
operaiiODi in AJwar diitnci alone 
within the past thraa moecha. In addi¬ 
tion. chert had been 59 oparmcions in 
Kherli in January. 10 in Malabhara in 
February aod IS in Kainrb in March. 
Records seised from M^sh Cbsndra 

i atav. show that neither he dot any of 
is accomplice* is even a maniculata. 
Over the past four yean they have 

K rated upon 1,144 persons at ra¬ 
ts places in UP. Madhya Predaah 
and tUJiJthan. 

It so haoMna that Mabeab Chandra 


ni, BatasU, Roma. Ramdebi. Tiiveni. 
Surasti. Tulsiram, Sumttra, rhanwH. 
Lohra. Gorelal and Dtepa Pfaobs 
have eaen totally blinded for over. 

but (ha eaw of Sukbia ia parbapa tha 
moat pathetic. When she visitan the 
camp, tha quacks told her that water 


TAMIL NADU 


A conference for human 
integration 


It so happens that Mabeab Chandra 
Jatav is not the only anscrvpulous 
parson who has been blinding people a 

and making money. Repwu of such 
quacks playing wiA the Uvai of guUi- 
bit villages of Rajasthan have now 
surfaced from Banswara, Udaipur. ?!?Lfif 5^53^1 
JhaUwar too. And an inc^ibly cal- m 

loui Horr come from Ulour. ^ « 


Madras: Ninety-one kiken etrei Iron 
Madras, on the oroillog NaticAal High¬ 
way 4S that leads to Dindigul is a 
saaU, singularly j^aio villaga callod 
Malmaruvtihur The village would 

have remained ^ecuro boa for the 
posvarful and unique Adfpanaakibi 
temple (Ulcrally tranalatad ft wow 
mean '*andeat absolute coemic cner- 


tadvuidism and Islam among others. 
The former finance ninJatar Mr C. 
SubrtBaoiaa presided 
In itsakf ^ oonfemca (which Buis* 
DAY Immmc tha crust Rs two tokha) 
«aa^N^nMpududw|^W|Uwea 


lou. «o„ com,, from Ulpur. W-- 

Lalpur i.t s small village about 20 km 

from Dholpur, which was racancly The coofereoca discussed ways to 
given the status of a district Wide herald a spiritual tinaliiaiifn la the 
publicity was given to the fret eye country aod to chalk out a progrimBW 
camp’ to be held at this village t^io to ensure the survival ana wwon of 
where, as posiera said, ^experts will humanity based on tlw common splr- 
not only give free trettmoDt for eye irualicy of all religloiks. Over €D dale- 
sUnenis but tor other disaasai cooT* gates and 100 observers from various 
The procedure followed by thew pans of the country pertkipttad in the 
quacks was inhuman. They simply conference which began with a 
operated the patients' eyes with shav- keynote address bv Bwei^ Rangana- 
Ing blades and tied bandages across dananda of the Ramskrithna Math, 
them. Later on. when the patients The delegates includadjudM idvo- 
complained of pain in the eyes they catea. university vi€e<hancmlm phi- 
were asked to m amounts of money losopncrs, leadm of various retigMVS 
for AedkiDcs ranging from Rs 150 to and spiritual orders and Thmil aabo- 
Ri 200. In all, 17 porioas wera oper lars. Papers too were pr esen ted to (be 
eted upon, of which 15 were eye (oUowera of Christimilty. BnddnftMl. 
ceies. All the 15—Kana Sin^ Bau- Jainism, Saivita, Advutum. VWah- 


mean ’’ancsent abaoluta coemic cner- * of >arleia fgUgkm ortM Had 
gy"). It is within the hallowed pre- itual organisacioos come together in a 
ctocts of this teowle that the *8pir* unique display of solidarity. Among 
itual conference tur human integra- the spealnra, delegaies and obaervere 
ckm and human fulfilment* was orga- lhare was tremendous understasdiDg 
nised on 2 end 3 April by the Adipar- and will to resolve the stifling and 
asakttaiChBritable£ducaQooal.Cultu- destructive conunuMl and reugious 
ral and Medical Trust. barrierv But whether this particular 

conference will have fa^reaehlBg con- 
The conference discussed ways to mmanem, wbathar its fc ver b e r atlooi 
herald a spiritual tinaliiaiifn la the wiQ bebgard far end wlda» whether it 
country and to chalk out a prosiaune sviB aeUeto Iw professed goal of bu- 
to ensure the survival ana wuare of ' man intagratioQ oo a natioBal and 
humanirv based on the common splr- intaRiatioBal scale/emgJos to be seen, 
irualicy id all religloas. Over €D dale- Tha coofamnee emphaalaed the cru- 
gates and 100 observers from various cial need for human Integration at this 
pans of the county partkipeted in the critical juncture in man*! hiitoiy. 
conference which beaan with a when anudst the din of tacbnoJoBlcal 


when anudst the din <rf tacbnoJoglcal 
progress, (he dyi^ gasp of aplrttualJty 
can be leard. Tba malM agreed 
unanimously tbit raligieos and com* 
muaal comfmution nil to and at all 
levMs so u to unitedly ward off tht 
tacwasingly pewarful fertas of aril 

nSaStaODme togate. (ba tpnk- 





Allwyn Quartz, 

Crafted to very exacting standards 

Seiko standards. 
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(Mdittdw JiiU) 

RW te dftsm. Mr C H Xriib- 
Domr^ ftaok vkt pfitMent ot cbi 
tnttt nM SuMttv tkat aO tke fiv« 
wiimi wcra ctoan br AaiMi) hCT* 
nlf thraiA Mr Sahramt- 

ratm^ i aevMM M Parutkthi waa 
brott^ in M tbe pretMeW ti tbe 
ofganlrinf CMomiRte oi tb* CQnfe^ 
•ace OB the wocifk iattruoioa ol 
Ajbmo* aeeerdbM ^ Mr fUo. *5bt 
mi4 we reqaire o senior penoB ic 
ftdde tbe cwereace ai ell tbe Mbor 
gtmees ere only b c tw e — 3l>4b peers. 
Tbne wore ber exact words.* be said. 
Tbe noM bet been cbeeeo to do social 


Afr C. Subr 


•rt went a step ahead » atfytfbt tbe 
tenets el eacn rriifioe that oiM it 

K sible for the lAteeradee el Ml. 

it was evphesiaoo was tM the 
individually but ibe tbroed 

ol spirituality in all lelickm 
Tne Swayaatba Aralaiku Pare' 
saktbi tesipft was tba idoel vanot for 
the spiritual conference. Idoel boceuee 
Che temple itself symboliias boaaa 
Intaentna and buman fulf ilmeei. It u 
the pulsaint eabodiaseai of cbo feels 
end aspintioDS ol tbe coBference—tbt 
IntttritioB of ■ea BWdt poasible bp 
the oissoluiba ol rMi|loua» ceaie eed 
ecenonk borriers. For it la eer ooh 
Hindui but Cbriatieea. MbMIbs and 
Jams wbo Hock to the 
•bsolutoly bo 
the rich aed tbe peer or Hindm and 
non Hindus. Aap oat cea pelorai 
puiar aed arcMMS. Tbe tMipU, ie* 
aoenielb. » dm only bbo M Taedl 
Nadu wbirt woom ere ittewed to 
enter tbe saactin aeactorBrn end per¬ 
form abhisebtfi (bethlef el ibo raoiX 
erduuMiad po/os. k else 

uau|Qe for Its berljee pHeace AD tbe 
devotees ood priests woor oitbor red 
dbobs or arm, tbe tfoM of hte tbrn - 
boed. Tba coloitf else 
Am tbt CTiibol ol Ol 
Penaektbf ra f e ii Bd tt m 
ifat diTiffesi 
Tbetrwiw^ 


plo. Tbt mestoes best built a Kalyaae 
Maailapeie (wbere the poor can BOB' 
duet saarriaies for a ooalnal feeX * 


It cflisducis talJoriiM daisos 
lor widows aed an iodumial sdiool to 
oqtup pouni vUhfe bopi with technic¬ 
al ifcilk. li also runs a ueell bo^aX 
dimribim clfldses end foods ibt poor. 
Tbe meiB ibrusi rd tbe trust it social 
ssrriea. As Sweat Ranfutadenaeda 
pm it, *WbiB pw era dcmtad to Shivi 
or Srabme, pou are loclwod lor 
moditatioe. ouiei and aikeco. Whan 
you boeoBm wioo t ad to Pmaakthi you 
boceam acthw, dov el op eibkel virtues 
aed bocooie en active sodal worker.” 
AMse tnt^ 


GOA 


Two Delhi families defy 
coastal construction ban 



PbbMI* For soot time aow, rich atd 
iaflaopriil leaDies from Dwihi bare 
boyinf up lend ia Coe. Tbe taosi 
boBt amoBf tb«B are tbe Dufels 
{who er« said to have hi^ poliDcel 
coBnecaieBsX n wboae bnau aceotB 
beve Bcqeir^ a loi ol keed. Tbeybove 


G^i 


m 


southenuBosK refuk. bordorin f 
Rareetaka. Ibis lend whkb has bate 
boBiht from poor viDefers at an Jin* 
croSbIy low prko. willM udiisod to 
r cmst mi no exduni ve dub, to be 
called Tbe Qub Msditi rnnean, wbidi 
ia o e pe et od to be na cxtromelp hnre* 
tiro veiture. 

ia 




1S78 to iMimHM ibn 
Tte OIvtoe 

AdifnMr M tm end 




ol ite provailiBf rMi ie tbe 
of dm 


mdtaebobPfaai 
of mnay e mlwrin. tmy 
Fri^ - - - - 




layoae Croa bwyiaf Msd, be wfflc•^ 
feah kok bmd ropms tbai beot 
roMod him ecba|a| she CiBb 
MeiimcvmwM to bo rmi nod bber- 

kie^ pen ol Sqwn eabBfB.1 

Tte O^^bM m pkk 


ako p ccvides tbe untost privacy. It Is 
alkpd that tbt Dufds’ political inFlu- 
oaco m Mhi has bMn rotpoesible for 
tbo fast paw Bt whkb tbe pro|ect is 
•evlB|. It h expeciod to fot off rbe 
pooM k record tinie. 

Another project is in the offiof, this 
Cbio by tbe botelkrs, iho Khennts (of 
Qaridfei). Tbey will be buUdiim a 
dsan V tbe atcraaiiona] Holiday lim. 
SwpridndFi ehbeod^ this proieb has 
yet 10 bo officielly ckerod, tm cow- 
su B Uk B bos alroady hofuo. h has 
boon komt that wUffw IPsouse. 
Goe*s mkistor for haaltb. lourlaa aed 
tewBeBdceoftcrppkeBifis, brntakn 
a vory amkBS omcctwB to tbeot tiC' 
tis end it kasM nat be bu coMidao* 
tiaSy ordorod m biQiky lato ibe 
whoH whb ussiruetioBi m 

■oricoo to tbt buS- 

if ilBodbo. 

Tboso two i osMBCo i era aetureUp 
bite vkspod k tbt ttds ol tbe ftft 
duBtePrtmoMkter smokcm 
IB te ctef miteorf of oD tbo Msiel 
ffM (SOBMY 2S i^rii, 1M2) cellbM 
0 balito fwter cM ceawuctte woor 
te coimite It k ote tfite t tbm 



out 


Abott llTO 

tbo OBit by hk bolten from bk 
prepaetp odkkte te torn* 


BiBg ieio a o vo fo l 




iBiiyte OB wbb dte pn^te > 

aD oter CMDwtkB Bccmri to Goa 
biin come to • vinte ftaadnuL Tbofo 
k Si doBbt tet tbb b fotos M kod to 
a ki M dknncikeetkB emMf tbo kc* 
ak amd it b to bo boob wbotet too 
wlD lako nsy action so 
proJacB. 

Ctedt 8a 
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dance of death' 


CafetflK In Kmwa ?ilk|ev iboMt M 
km fraa tbe dwri ct town cf Burdwn 
b Wmi Bconnl, » ntsoM, fpi» 
***”**■ ritau is-idn migiouily par* 
InraM. DuriM Cknkra (MarcW 
April), tbt IM ■Botfi b dm Banali 
waMhr, l^fd Skin la awbdppad 
tkra^ aitbafUt ritnala kmmn m 
ttim all ovar ikn im Tkia vorakb 
tuM ika In o< daflik 


btktnow 


Ika mmtk ol Ckbst, ate iiniiw 
nkjact ikfialna to nif*krflkMd 


iui In Knimn, nact al 
Skiva mnkip (kat to dr in n alaavkam, 
toaUvt-^ bafkatentoal ikat to 
partnad wftk carpiaa In Avk aadto 
aiaa naartka baning nkata* TW tnd^ 
chinal aaiaa calakmCw la ikto vO 


Quim. On ika iktod 4»y of bt fbaJ 
oalebraiioBS, all tha asstablad 
aaapatto pa to tka aaarby kniag 

e to at daad of ai^ Cadi caniai at 
I ana km M flMMad vtoh ail 
aad wBiUea, far ikc purwaa it ikto 
pMm taankip. PtoA iBaaa, la ba 
baadai to ika hallli^ af 

ggn^tkr HoyaBiga ba pcacaHtan 
la 0* Skha u^la» parfnbg tka 
ba^ artQn^tbalafbBfy ^aitoad 

bto fdaaval laaaa af tka aMvadi 
w to k w afad kaw i nk iiiiiaanaWd 
aad kkat^ (a kind al kraibBnitol la 
tka atkar. Ai tka inla. ba 4mm 
tia^iiL Tka mSSShm af ite 
mnek af rocdat h^k Iras an 
varad kaab Md Ika MbI af kM« 
kKan, ba MWid d ba 
Ika kdto nan br Ika Md Ika 

diB^ ite ksps la nk a ImM 


A. ' 4' 





A dUttrSaBuv • 
of a cldM 


Sukhokhv ChcufMy 


A Irannad 

a Mr 


la ikt Stova 


praiNkr dtoplMbf 
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THE WORLD 


Peace move 
in 

West Asia 


The foreiin nunintrs of ihe 
Europoen Economc Ceei' 
Bvnity have recently decided 
lo send Belgian foreign nina- 
(er Leo Tuidement to W«« 
Alia to eiplore pouibiUriet ei 
toringing lirael, the Piieeti* 
niani and the A/a b Mata to 
the negotiating table. The 
EEC, while applaudini 
Urael's evacuation of the 
Sinai, eipreucd iti growini 
concern oMut (he tituatioa m 
southern Lebanon. Mr Tindc- 
mani said ihat the tniniaten 
were worried about the threat 
of a new cimflici. He pfant to 
und^lake the trip soon. 


Soviet 

minister 

executed 

The Sotict Unien'i fonacf 
deputy fisiMries uiasier Via- 
diaiir hnov was recmily ea 
ecuttd for onuea coneBaiiod 
while in office. Mr Rytot was 
auou the 200 people re* 
poftedlv arrested in coeaec- 
(ion wish a coMpimcy ia 1900 
to sell •ovenunem caviar ilk* 
laUv. The Soviet Union's 
chief public pmsecvtor. Ur 
Alexander Rekunhov, in a 
4000>word article in ^vda 
which is seen as a «amut| to 
othar RusaUn officials, said 
that 'everyone sheuld answer 
for iheir criiaes regardlcts of 
their raak.* 


New constitution 
for China 


China has unveiled its new 
constitutioB, pan of Deng 
Xiaoping's uaster pUa for 
radical rcforciauoo. The sa* 
lient features of the new can* 
siitution are the establish* 
Beet of a state presidency 
and a central military councd 
along with the downgrading 
uf the people's cocnatunas, the 
braiaduld of Cheirman Mao. 
1>e draft conaaKuiion is the 
fourth ia China's )9*year cons* 
Bunist hisaory. The offtcial 


Hew China News Agency said 
(hat the chaagei give tnore 
rights (0 eiiiaens. Inc post of 
President will be revived 
largely as a figurehead 
electea by the Congress for a 
BAiimum of two consecutive 
teraii of five years etch. The 
political power nf the people’s 
communes will bt handed 
over (A the 'Township Poo* 
pie's Govemmeni', a sysiea 
arhich existed in the early 
fifiies. 


Reagan may testify 


Seville Row rides again 


l<ondon's Seville Row. the 
worldwide synotiyra for the 
nnst exquisite m men's tealor 
ing, which at one stage looked 
like losing expertise and 
preeminence, is lowing siens 
ol reviving irv old glory Re 
cenily. one of SaviTle Row's 


oldest teilors. Hr Henry 
Poole, returned eftar 21 years 
of 'exile' in another uraot. 
Many other tailors arho had 
mdnid out of the fireei are 
returaii^ and soon Seville 
Row Bight become what it 
was SO years ago. 



Hitler's Russian fans 


fames ffuictler 


Preiidrni Ronald Reagan 
may lesiify in the trial of John 
Hinckley, the man accused of 
trying to assauinate him. Mr 
Reagan's ume is among ibe 
Hfi <4 potential Aiinesies. Mr 
James Rrady. the former 
White House preu secretary, 
who was seriously iniured. 
will not be called to lealify. 
The Jb'year'Old James Hiac 
kley who was broaght to court 
tmoer heavy securily said, *1 
feel like ihe Presiwnt hin* 
teU." 





Fascist ganm, moat It toeaa 
gets, wearing nasi style Ua^ 
shirts aad emblems»have 
made their appearance 
among the roughest aad 
tougbasi soctsgitt af Soviet 
youth. Accerdtng to eyewit* 
ness reports. Nasi gaaii 

E itbcred in Moscow's Pum 
in square on 20 April, the 
binh^y of Adolf Kmw. This 
Nasi erase is said to be 
strongeat in the Baltic repa^ 
lie of Estonia, whe re Hiuar*s 
troops wer e welcosed la 1941 
by many Estoaiaai. 




Briefly 


Now capital Europe's last 
for tel Lanka nsalo p r esor va 


‘Playgirr takes over 


Christie Hefoer, 29-year «ld 
daughter of Hugh Heftier, the 
founding father of Pfayboy 
magaiioe which heralded the 
ponaisaive socie^. has been 
elected head of nayboy Eiw 
let prises. Tha Playbov empire 
ia facing a tight fiaancial 
stcutilea as it has been forced 
to sell its moBeV'ipinoing 
caslao in London alter magis* 
tritas ruled it had beca used 
for unlawful purposes. 


"Christie has a chie ved a repu* 
tatioo among the staff as 
beinf very copobU and ytn 
coapetaat." an insidaf said. 
Though she has entered die 
Pleybey boardroom, it k not 
known wheibar she arould 
adorn the centremread «f the 
BagBilm. Ms Kefner. who 
graduatod with high hoooun, 
started from the botjoa end 
became corporate vice* 
preeideat ia 1971 


Sri Imika has started bov* 

» iu capital from Cohimbo, 
ich has become over* 
crowded, to the site of a 
mediaeval fortrea, five miles 
away from the city. This shill¬ 
ing which will take 20 years 
to comfdete. will start with 
tW inauguration of a new 
Parliarnem building by Prtsi- 
deni Jayewnrdhene* 

Khomeiiti's 


Ayatellah KhoBeaiu't sou, 
Ahned. receaUy said that 
Ayatollah KoaseiB All Man- 
taseri, a fvadameniilist 
clergyman would becoBe 
Ins's leada’ eftcr hk faiher's 
death. A lean of experts 
whwh is (D be set up to choose 
a successor wouw vote for 
AyaioDah hlontaaen >aecord* 
ing to Ahmed 


The riny principality of 
Liechtenstein, sandwiched 
between Austria and Switiar* 
land on the Rhine, will re* 
main the last European eoun* 
try refusing to give its women 
the nghi IA vote. The Sup* 
rese Court of tbe country 
recently rejected a const Itu* 
lional complaint by 2S 


Polish priest 
faces trial 

Fstbei Stefan iHiertak Sg, 
a Jesuir priest in Kalla. Po* 
bud. is being tried for mount* 
ing a Chnumai display which 
symbolised the bntsllty of 
saartisl law. This is seen as a 
tail case for relations bo* 
tween the Church and i|ie 
authoriiiei. Father Dtieneh 
faces a maxunum sentence of 
ten years in jail. 
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qCHE SUMEfc^ SECUDNI 

1 n^htM«M»Ofi«rtMU I 

AflUl BUI lUirUMihtthtbonelM t 


T Im {tin, Uoottnm 
AnihiuproviditotD 
iMriitiAi nusNr of 
Uci, th* quoUty of jrftfttf | 
Klnriofiki. Hot ovtllMt 
porf orminct eonvlncod 
thon thtt ibo wu opiUi 
of doui| i lot non tbon juit 
(ho mindJtmoni ud 
donct routtno. Yoo, ibo < 0 A 
aectoo.Infict, it o child 
iniito iht bod doao o num> 
bor of leod roloi but mco 
ibo grow up iho bocomt 
itrlctl;r llunour moioriil. 
But vnth Idooiinn f^rii i]l 
doubti ro(o/diD| hor ocniu 
loUnti hivo boon dtipcUoo. 

T\urla| tho lunch broili 
la/oo (ho firit doy't shoot* 
iat for 0 ToaU f 11^ Jy^thi 
loTtily ordorod luoch fron 
KotoJTojCoroniPdtl It 
oppotn (hit it ilfo turnod 
out to bo hor lost day. 
DroodiM porbipo. tno proo* 
poet of daily lunchot from 
(ho Tol (hr producon hOYO 
ooiod nor out. 


ridrn ihr^afficrtoo 


^ht ono Mftofi who U 
1 UtrUlMthathtliOB (bo 

wBteo.il WutM’Aiwd 
hiniolf. Ever ilaco bo iworo 
off liquor ood turaod hii 
Kind BDd ittoatien to hii 
caron, ba hat bad It food. 

In (act, ho iMaod t^ 
*Nutae' (0 hia nano to indl* 
eaio that bo boi tviiMd ottr 
a now laaf. 

M oil fUa ittn an uw* 
itltioui and Anuu it 
no oxcoptMn Sho baa a fao-' 
ciaattoA for havtAi bor pain 
rood. Thon have boon 
numonui polaiou who 
bavo kopt nor onibnUod. 
unloMini tbo oocnn of bor 



futun Bui aonral. of 
courto, won oquoUy M 
tbrallfld. iuat holdmi hor 

bond! 

S boabi JCopoor*! ma« Bin 
$I Xopoor who node bio 
dobut In dh^oro dbcora. Ms 
signed ooethor fitn at loot 
loi( Kii/iroiifi foaturoo art 
laid to como in tbo way of 
bij|ottln|offors "Thotii 
tbo only reoion why Hindi 
filouMKort an net lokinf 
huBoenoutJy Otbarwioo 
tbo boy ii quite pood. Ko 
knows srhot octini ia,* soys 
EiBMiyoof Shroff (who 
dirociod Kuaol inibolot- 
tor's first (Uni Hti castor 
in (he now film is to bo the 
ffrikinf Doboshrro ilo/ (of 
3d Owwrtfithoo 
fano). 8e d^to oil obsU' 
dot. youflf Kunal docs soon 
to bo doinc pretty w«U for 
KmkK 

I t ia difficult to boUove but 
it is true. Tbo larpo* 
hcar(od>4«>odXw wbe 
used to go out of his way to 
help Boopio ipocialty 
null prMucon—hoa 
choAgod. This change wu 
first noticed wbca AiojmI 
sunod dirooting ha own 
film, Chor Pofico, produced 
by his wife» Shohfo and 
socrotory, Vrnoy'Srflho. An¬ 
ted, (hoy soy,gave first pro- 
?eTcBceto lua own film and 
forgot all about tbo prob* 
Iona of tbo other preducort 
in whoso filni bo was 
Kting. A munbor of film 
got delayed os bo woa busy 
cMiploting bis own yntun. 

In fset. •( one tioiei bis 
ontin unit loft for shooting 
in Dubai, leaving the other 
producers stnoood. Undo^ 
standoblyi oil the producers 
an very oittor, but they 
bavt doodod to keep wnt 
uBdl all tboir films are con* 
plated 



Kofpsns (ver jtrfrmysmK 

tHHU? 


J^a^paoa fyv wanH to bo 
XV knowB la aa artiatt 
BOW. No aoro for har tha 
olngluaBd dancing and all 
tbooa vBodful, nnallBt 
coatunoa But an any of iba 
fUanakara taking hor BOW* 
found BnUtiofii at iU 
aariomlyf Corralnly noi. 
Thoy lUil wtfit har to do tbo 
lano inane Runbofs* and If 
iha sooni in any way rolue*' 
tOAt. (boy pronpely drop 
bif end opprooch Mnoono 
olio. KolpOBo Btoy b* ia a* 
moral dilomma but sho still 
coBtlBuoi to be Che hi^st 
paiddoBcor m ths inouitry * 
today. Aod so, while tbo 
good roles Dioy not be forth* 
coniBg, iho money cortilnly 
flows in. 

N ow it is Roll Agnihotrft 
ahopolylogi that they 
are after You can't nally 
blame them, for recontly 
she dtowod then to gnat 
odviatiga ia Shoidroon and 
in fact showed a little aum 
than juai her legs in Vinod 
Pandc'i Star. So lU of o 
suddeo, (ho filnmokeri 
want hor to revoilibit 
noro. Their argument Is 
that if she can do it for somq 
d incton, why aot for the 
oOion. Rati ii ) 



AnladUiB.'ScboQicof | 
komt 

Ren A$aih0tri' rwealing mors 
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MW (II Mn) TNI 
II in iKMlImt witk tor 
jiimiimm Thin ii no 
why you thcuM wenV 
Don^ diM V tow* 
MM. Then In u toilid M Qomblno or 
oulilion mt\ go ihoM tor eMncM ito thct 
you «ril 9«n financtolv A lottor Ircm i 
^•um ptoM Mil omo you toy 6ut UM cir* 
M your fmt&i. Frtordi of too oppooM mt 
MIpiyyouBlolofmortoon •oMMMriT. 
20 md 22; Luto MaMfi: t. 4 0. 

ru Mtolto <lnMli! North 


riiJftUI (11 MM-14 JUM) 
Thooo MiQ ho¥o boon novtog 
Rnonctol omeutooi wM hivo i 
comportfMoiy ooty tono Mo 
wOBii. Thoro might, nowovor, 
bo WMli problomo but do not lot toom gporryr 
you for H I# only $ pOHlno phiio Thooo to 
Mivtoo MN roeofvo onmrogomort from 
omptoyori. CrooUvo toooo wW bo row^dod 
A word of oiubon; do rpt 
miko orroiK cn«toM M Mr td. 
11 ond 20 LMly MMW 2. S 1. 
Fovoonbli llrochoM: Eaot ond Souto 


OEMM I f0 M->14 JolVl TNo 
0 I wook whon U Ml moko 
progroai to whotovoi 
tooy moy bo tovoNod to. 
now toon d^ Mli dovoiop 
mto 0 Mppy romor«f Somo of you uni goto 
proporty through ■ logoey. A mornogt wM 
M ptoct In too foirtfy In too toMlng wook 
or two. Thooo of you who hovo boon 
Mffortog from indIftororH hoUto wM roemor 
tolo nook. «Ni iMK 17. fgind2i.LM 
iMon: 3, 0 ond 9. FiiiuiMo dkocMo; 
Woit. 


.OMICil (II MifKii itm 
uotoooomon. puoh m your 
'toWMli to too utotoot. toi 
torotok 4 vory lucAy ptolod lor 
you. Your MtWIvoo to your 
work Ml b* rowirdod. Porvono of too 
oppototo on wM provo ixoopilonolly holpM 
to your vonim Tfy to Mek your oxuivo* 

C tondonctoi ■« «m tor t rotoy doy. 

I good oiro of too hototo of m oidorty 
tonuM rotolho. iMd iM: 1I. 2D 22. 
2.4 vto 0. 

douto. 





LM (II M0M.14 MMirl 

A neroi iom iHiir or OMOCtt' 

^kon • Utoiy ID fiomo to i 

Mddon md. eouotog you groK 
Idtotrooo 8ui tooto » noOM to 
worry MouL H • only I poomg phooo w 
toooo to oornco ton lo gong id bo a vory 
WKy wool On too ftoonoto front you 
Ml gon eontodoroMo ouccooo Woman oro 
Maly to rocowo vtiuibto prooonti kko catoiy 
ttno ond omamorM load Mtor 19. i7 tna 
22. UM imMi: 3. 6 M I. FMonbto 
iioM; Souto 



MMOdI 

Mrl Ttoi lo 4 bod wook tor 
rolMtohlpo on too domoolc 
llent. 00 bo eorotui in your 
^dooMgi *<to GiDOo mombori 
of too tomly. Oo nca worry, hoowwor. on old 
Mond coma to your oW Fnonaai 
fT«atoowlioDkup but oMunnocoto 
Biry riM Toward* too itoor pan of M* 
wook 0 now *M OKdwg romMe toioroot 
migM doMp. loM Mtoi: f7. 10 and 21. 
Uck| aomrr Z S M 0 FftotoM torn* 
Ebto. 



UilUIIIOeilMf 14 . 

Mrf Oo not. on any aeooum. 
1*0 itotour Ma wook. ir you 
I ploy your cofdi corofuly, out* 

I mnM Mctooa la in atom tor 
you. You muat howvmf. guard againoi too 
ton*** of a ctoao tomly mombor and cen- 
conbaia coraMy on your protooMn. For 
tooao to Mnrtoa, Mndai w ndtoona wil 
cononua to toipmvo atoodly M do r«i takt 
any noko M Mtoi: ll. 20ond 21. 
Lotoy aMam: 3. 4. v4 0 
MUM 



ICOfWO ill iawmb ar -14 M- 
Mb«| A c o nddamai maoar 

wH ahow aigpi ^ 
nd you wO bo MoD W 
'young poopla and khaftoe* 
luiia. TNa wool you wM toil boundtooo 
anorgy and anihuaiovn tor al your profaea. 
but I word of eaulton ogomat wr«T»c« Kia 
k odwiotd Aiw. bo coroM in your doaingi 
wim oldorfy rolativfi. Vaiuabia now 
Mandtolpi ^ro tor*oooi> QoMdM.' 
li 21 told 22. LM MfMarC 5. 7 m I 
ftvionbto dMaa: 




lAimMKII HI DlMmMM 
14 JiMifVl Tha oady pod of 
tola wool might prova a im 
lOitoeuI, ao guard agoinai too* 
'mg your lampar. Lawauka and 
outaunding daM wHi couao you grHl anil* 
tty. and too roauM of your oftorta might not 
bo lovourabla. 8ui it you lako eara of your 
hookh and toil of a cioa* fomaia ratotoro. 
toinga w« look up for you. You hava to 
undartaka an arduoua loumay. Oaad ditoa: 
10. 17 and 1|. Locty aombtn: 1 . 2 and 4. 
Faya M la IMlaa ; Nonbwoai 


CAPMCOm lift Jinuiry^ia 
Fatowryf You wik aim iha 
raapoci of your ompioyara or 
thoM In Mdhenly If you raly pn 
your intuition and makt 
amonda for poll orrom. Thia woak wlH bring 
a laa maoaura of gM fertunt (or you and 
tooao ctoao to you. You wM bt ibia to 
proM on Mm of luxury tor your lafflHy, and 
•idort wi bo vory app^oiivo. But do not 
bo too axtrovagvii. tool ditoi; 17.10 ond 
22. LiMy a«M*m: 3. 5 Md 6. Ftaauratoa 
dkaaioo: Aouih and Eoii. 


MUABIUI: (11 NMUHl-'ll 
Maril) Thta la a good wook tor 
you. Your domaoM M pro- 
Bonta a happy acorto vid wiH 
bt a touma of muoh ■atiatoO' 
Mn Raicbvoa Mk bo vory halpful and 
cDopamtivo and war contitouto to your •uo- 
coil. But a now tnandahip. aapMliy tor 
butonaaamon, might load to looaoa. Loomto 
took toa aovieo of oMm ond koop out ol 
contmvoraioa M kitoi: 10 and It Utoy 
■toMari: 3. 7 and 6. 

> tort m ow 


FItCU 111 Mamli-ta Ml 

Financially, toia wook » Mmiy 
to prova dlaappotottog. For 
thooo to lorwco, oomo minor 
OilbicAa am Hkaly to oiwruct 
p«jgmaa. Do not gat diaoourogod. 




your 


hmvavor. ihti la only tampomry. You wHi 
moat loma unrooaonabio oppoalbon from an 
oidodv tomato rttavva. Do not ambork on 
naw vanturaa|u*t now and avoid diiplatatog 
your amgioytm SaalMM: 10,20 
ar>d22.l«bykktoNn: i.dandl. Fimmlto 
tomcMa: Socnh ano Nonn 


NflHIiMnblMillMayMIlJaotoTaiwoanoamuMiytond muaibocurbad Thaaoaroajtcoearvaiovotoraadauaiptoaauma.Try 
of tho good Ihingi of Ufa although tooy mlgN hovo had a hard tana in to tvod mumg woh paopia who wrt fry to toad you aiiray. Thoaa of 
airlychNdhood.MotoolViouamihappyiolandlmato youMto youInlhtmadcal.ehofTHCBlorong^noBnng^oiauioniwiiloovory 
apoftd a loi of Bma In lectoi acMloa. Moat T«jmon* am chaorful woktnw yaar Thoaa of you m oinar aorvicot will do vary wall It you 
and goodmaiurM and ihaa« quaWaa maka you a lovod poraon changa your raaponatoWMim mo coming waaks Manyofyouhava 
vneng your oakaaguat, AddM to your good noium to your a graai daa*ra to bukd a houaa cioaa to a nvor or aaa inoro. II you 
halpiuiltoaa tootoom Buimviy of you hava your bod tranawtach pomovam you rtogn ba abia lo fun your wian 






UVZAFPARNAGAJt: 1b bb anpre' 
cedennd incldtnt. polks lodty oomd 
MvtfBl round! of fire lo conirw t horde 
ol unruly oMnJccyi which atucked a 
police station here. Trouble started 
when Korea of nwnkeyi attacked police 
personnel on duty, injurioi quite a few 
policeifien and the, ita(kOT<in<cherse. 
rake had to resort to firini in the air to 
di^rse the a^iresiive animab and 
brine the situation under control—K/e* 
du V Madhu, SMunderal^) 

NEW DELHI: “Telephone adminiitra- 
tietu are unpopular all the srorld over* 
...iU or well managed, public or private 
sector.This was the prolofue, quoted 
from e British ffligasine with which the 
coomunicattons ninisterC. M. Stepan 
beean hii TS ounute reply to the cntical 
debate on his ninistry's pcrformence.— 
rtmes oilndia (Trithvi Raj, New Delhi) 

LUCKNOW: The U? government 
yesterday (21 April) appointed Hr Jag- 
dish Prasad Misnra, a tMnthk, as chair 
min of the UP State Pood and Essential 
CoBUnodities Corporation. Known as 
“Balti Baba” Hr Hishra is said to'have 
been performing “mirac'ies". Mr Hishra 
replaces Mr Bhure Lai, IAS, who was 
budi^ the chairmanship of the cor 
poratkn along with (He posts of seem* 
try of informatioo and secretary to the 
chief minister. “Bahi Baba bad fint 
appeared during the Ltdi Dal regime 
when Mr Bantrsi Das was the chief 
minister. He soon bad a host of clients 
among legislaton, polilkians and civil 
servants. According to some reports, be 
eras alK jailed for some time. Soon after 
the Congress!I) cane to power he,tike 
several others, switched loyehy to the 
new ruling party. According to a report, 
just before her Saudi Arabian tour, Mn 
Gandhi had deleted Balti Baba’s name 
from the list of party nominees fof tbe 
biennial Vidhun Parishad electiaiH^ 
TYmes of indxa (Afiab Russaio, Gaya) 

OTTAPALAM (Kerala): Ready-made 
election propaganda speeches, recorded 
on imported cassettes are now available 
in the market. Speeches to suit both the 
fronts -the United Democratic From 
(UDF) and the Left DemocratK Front 
(LOP^re availaMt for a price. You 
only need tv add the name of the 
candidate to the recorded speech— 
MatbrubhumilLeiha Nair. Trivandrum) 


teecam at Jewla in Bead diatrict under 
ibe Ntaam He retired ob It June 1949 
but he is stilJ to pec p—w Aaaeia* 
My was iaforoMd today f22 April). Tbe 
BiiAietcr of state lor educacioa, VUes 
Dashmukh, aaaured tbe Bouse that tbe 
govenuneot would apeditieualy oon- 
sider caei ead tiauljtf caeei brought 
10 ill aertce Deify (tti^indar Siegb, 
D^n Dub) 

HEW DELHI: A bndegrecai on Ms w^ 
to the bride's bouse ob b hone lost hu 
temper eed stabbed an old eaemy with 
the certmoniel sword Tbe inrideitt 
occurred ob Monday (26 April) el Uadi- 
pur in West Delbi. Tbe pouct bowever. 
allowed the bridegroom to get married 
before arrestiBg hui Srefaa, (C. R. 
Sethia, Calcutta) 


NEW DELHI: A lew pmni wbo have 
sperialised in weeting typewriters have 
beoB arrested by tbe New Delhi district 
pMke. Ibe police beyc recov er ed 22 
wpew ri ter s valued at over Rs 1.7 lakhs. 
They have cold Ibe polke that they 
selected only gmrnmtnT offices, b^ 
cause the typiets alweys reacted gleeful 
ly to the thefts, seyiag that they would 
have forced tost till a oew typevrriter 
was saoctieoed—ledseo Express <R. 
Natarajan, New Delhi) 

HAND] (Himadkal Pradesh); An oper¬ 
ator OB mght duty ia SuBdernager tele> 
p^ne exchaw caused peak oa Friday 
night 122 April). Aa abrupt disruption in 
the telecomeysteBi b a twae o Suadema* 
gv and hero led officials to believe that 
some costly overhead copper wires were 
cut ur fColeo. After a three-hour exten¬ 
sive patrol and cbeckki4 of the lines tbe 
officials entered the telephone ex 
change early in tbe aominf to find the 
operator fan asleep. Tbe operator bed 
discoDDected all tbe lines pessiog 
through Swdemagar ctchange before 
sleeping, accordiBi to tbe superinten¬ 
dent of police, Mr N. S. SoihUiu*— ied/en 
Express (AnlMsh Mohit, Sindh) 

BOMBAY: Tbe ^gUlehve Council was 
today (21 April) adjourned fm five 
minutes by deputy chalrauB A. G. 
Pawar as no CaMnet rank miainer was 
present in the House. Wbmi tbe House 
reasmmMed, only ire&sport minister D. 
D. Chevan was present —Daily (Suren- 
dar Kaar, Dehra Dun) 

HYDERABAD: Twelve liri students of 
tbe (jovemiDeot Ayurveda Coiiege were 
arrested yesterday (29 April) WM tb^ 
held a demoBstratioa ia support of their 
demand for legM protecrion to use life¬ 
saving sUopathk ^ge-fimes of Zodie, 
(N. K. Jandial, Bombay) 


We wlD think tan times before we 
do so—Charen Singh on being 
asked whether he would eccopt 
defocton from, the Congraisd) 

There is bo effort of coostrvetloD of 
ti^ at all (b the Rajja Sabbat 
M. RidayatuUah 

A graet deal of rlarn of the House is 
being taken by yoth-PUoo Mody to 
Hid^tuUah 

1 am not a seec (saint). It it the 
people who cal) me so. Since 1 am 
Boc what the people my, tberafore I 
think I am free to cany arms and 
have a aacuiity aystem—Sant Jar- 
BBi! gfngh Bhindraawale In an 
iateniew with Weekend Review 

I do Bot indulge ia bexaar poliiks, 
nor do I like others doing it—Arun 
Nehru interviewed in Probe 

Mrs Gandhi's furious overreact ka 
shows that she desperately wants 
Rajiv to be the country's neat 
Prime Minister. And not even Sen- 
jay's widow will be allowed to pose 
i remote threat to the Dauphin— 
Rahul Singh in fiusmessworid 

Ibis conRkt will certiinly cost us 
many lives end great economic 
damage but the cost lo the invader 
will be much greater—Leopoldo 
Caliieri, President of Argentma 

The Falkland! issue will be settled 
soon with Briuin regaining control 
of the island—R. Venkatsrsman 

Britannia waive the rules—Poem in 
Birtf 



Re (Bresbnev) has been burled so 
many times by the fureigo press 
that I have lost count—Dr Evegeni 
Shasov, Breshnev's personal dohor 
quoted in Tune 

No great tnan. no small man. cri* 
miaal or saint or anyone goes any- 
whore beyond (he dust, ll’s iust 

dust to dust—Mulk Raj Anand in 
Bombay on being asked vdwm he 
would like to meet In heaven 


meet in heaven 


BOMBAY; A film pcodBcer out to make 
i film depktmg a m robbery, allegedly 
instigated a gaag of tnievea to rob a race 
course beolne at r^poim lest week. 
Nmdusren Tuees (Setya Swaraop Dutt, 
Jamshedpur) 


lacer out to make 


MTben 1 retire, 1 want to enter 
politics, so that I can kaap in touch 
with the people. After all 1 must 
have a lob ...and this way I can help 
the people—Prem Naiir, MalayelJ 
film star. qtMted In Curreet 
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I to eatoai« 4 tod a toart toaugh to King? 
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nWHCB REESE 


OUESTWM 

1. 01 thd man^ legends cc cineaed with 
(he odgai of Amencv fttg. artto ■• 
the Betty Hoee legend? 

2. In aUrology. wha) do« perihelion 

mMH? 

2. Whaite iha redeabng eurfeca of (he ftsi 
ceNed? 

4 To wtw4) couniry doto (he Zarvnbir 
blende belong? 

5. Whai we ihe two ditonci cettgorEs 
tfito which whelee ere dhided^ 

6 To which cubdMwon of the wvmei 
krigdomdo f14 worms, liver llutoe and 
(speworme betong^ 

? Whei ere me wenecn? 

0. in meeire Nstery. whet«the egH'proo 
pityT 

S« 


9. Oo pttnis produce hcnnenee? if so 
what b Keeled? 

10. VM ere me targett epeciae of 

^_ i _-_—-* to 

WMIQpn CMQ f 

11. Wtach ■ me Inet r unert wham re> 
cords me rwigie v o leoe e produced by 
brain eedtoy? 

12. Rock freoments cen be seen 
eovnuimad el the'boOom of Ml aides. 
Whet ere mey etoed? 

IX Whtt 4 the rwne of the «» M 
nhabto Upper Vote? 

14. What is me aiudy of evekilion end 
aoow aeharviouf ealed? 
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NARASiMHA RAO BEING BYPASSED 


WHO is realty running tbe (oreiv 
office theee dayt? CeftaiAlv not the 
exiemal affairs, aunisier, Mr P, V. 
Narasimha Rao^ Ur Rao, who U a 
member of ibe Congr^I) pv- 
liamentarv board, is coasuhed by 
Mrs Ganohi on party matters {be 
was eotrysted with Maharashtra 
affairs during the last daw of Mr 
Antulsy't clucf mmistenhip) bet 
apparently not on matters m fort 
ijp pdlky. The Prime Mmister't 
trip to Saudi Arabia waa decided 
upoB tMt by (he foreign mioiiter 
but by some bureauenti in South 
Slock and Mr Rao learnt of the trip 
only after the decision had been 
taken. The bureaucrats who dealt 
with the Siudi trip were Mr 
Remesh Bhandari, secratarv (eco> 
Aomic relations) in the foreign 
office. Mr S. K. Arore. Joint secret* 
ary (West Asia end North Afrka) in 
the foreign office and Mr Rant, a 
joint secretary in the PM*s office. 
Even (he deciaion regarding the 
PM'i trip to the USA and the USSR 
was taken bypaieing the external 
affairs minUter. 

One person who has been taking 
a lot of interest in the natters of 
the foreign office lately is Mr C. 
Parthesarathy A former Indian en* 
vuy to the united Nations and a 
former chairman of (he policy plan- 
nmg committee of the external 
effain ministry. Mr Parthaaararhy 
is being coniulred on foreign policy 
matters by the PM's office directly. 
But some actions of Mr Parthaser* 
aihy have been embarrassing the 
foreign office. The Indian Council 
uF Social Science Resderch. which 
he heads, organised e seminar with 
top Soviet idml^es on the eve of 
(he departure oT a higb*level de¬ 
legation to Chine led ^ Mr Eric 
Gonsalves some months bach. The 

K asence of so many top Soviet 
nciionarics in New Delhi when 
Mr Gonsalves was in Beijing, 
proved rather embamsaiog. But 



Narasimaha Rao; *'afien* m the 
forttgn mioisiry 


forninately this did not adversely 
affect the talks. What is also 
bothering the foreign office is that 
since the mum of tbe Congre^l) 
to power in January 19M, (heexter* 
neJ affairs ministry has had no 
junior minister. As e result, when 
parliament b ia session, the foreign 
minister baa a difficult time sch^ 
duling his trips abroad so as Aot to 
be absent from Parliaaient when 
questions have to be answered 


JOURNALIST WHEELER DEALERS 


THE press correspondent's accre- 
diiaiicm card, issued by the Press 
Information Bureau. U a prUed poo 
session for people involved in 
liaison worki ihat is those who push 
business houses' papers through 

government offices. The card en* 
sures prompt access to all offices of 
the government in New Delhi. But 
the irrict scrutiny which takes 
place before such a card is issued 
manege** lu filter out miwt wheeler 
dealers. But some liaison man in 
Delhi have VVIP cunnectioni. and 
manage to get accredited. One such 


person is a DMK activist vrho does 
all the dirty work of an important 
Youth Congress(l) functionary. 
I^t year be was awarded accrO' 
dilation on behalf of a TamiJ week* 
ly, MutMauUt but sooa the fraud was 
^elected and the card was caocel* 
led Recently be made a fresh ap> 
plication and has now been accre* 
dited on behalf of anocher Tamil 
journal. ErAtroli. For genuine jour* 
nalists who hat e towaii fur years to 
fulfil all the cwuiftions for getting 
accredited, such fake journalists 
are certainly a matter of envy. 


UP OFFICER WINS 
COURT BATTLE 

THE Viabwaaeefa Prttap Blngh gov* 
enoMPt in UP has loffered a nate 
setback due to a dedatoo of urn 
AU^ebed High Court In Decern* 
ber 1900 a aesuer pettca officer. Dr 
Giriah Behari Saieoa. was eoper* 
se ded and denied prcootion to the 
renk of deputy inspector generaL 
Dr SaMoa challangad his supenes* 
noB ia the High Court whkh bei 
recently upheld hii plea and 
directeo the UP government to 
promote Us. Dr Suena had been 
the e^or superintendent of polka 
in Varanasi tn the days wEm )dr 
Bhure Ul. the present secretary to 
the chief minister, was the district 
Bsagberate. The Bhure Ual>Giruh 
Behari confrootetion, which began 
in Varanasi, led to iha supersesiion 
of the litter when Mr Bhure Lai 
ciBW to his preeem powerful poai* 
tioo in Luckaew. Inceresilngly. Dr 
Seaena wes awarded the police 
medal tbe day be was superseded. 

WHAT WILL 
HERALD'S PRINT 
ORDER BE? _ 

THE new newsprint order, which 
stipulates the publication of the 
daily print order on the front page 
of every newspaper, may not ve 
advinttgeoui to the Aftrioftsi 
Herafd, w daily owned by Mrs 
Gandhi end run by Mr Ysshpal 
Kapoor. Even with the elections in 
four states round the comer, the 
Iferaid press in Delhi hss been 
printing very few copies of * the 
paper every day The grapevine has 
it that moat of the newsprint 
cated to the paper is being used for 
priotiag election posters. 


MINISTER PLEADS 
FOR BANNED FIRM 

THE Indian Embassy in Ryadh 
(Saudi Arabia) had last year writ, 
ten to tbe foreign office complain¬ 
ing against the activities of a Hong 
kone-based firn^ Wallins Ltd. 
which is enga^ in manpower ex¬ 
ports fnxD India to Saudi Arabia. 
After the complaint reached South 
Block, this firm was Macklisted by 

the fonigD office. Soon a minisic- 

rial coUaague of foreign mlniftar 
Mr P. V. Niratimba Reo got bim 
pleading the ease of WalUas witb 
nkn. And this minister was one of 
the dignitaries who acccmipanled 
Mn Gandhi to Saudi Arabia rw 
cantlyl 

0. E. NIZAMUDDIN 






















^_ 



OEM r«friatritert hM 
arm towtt nmr t - fwitrt 
rato in tho world. Thoy 
oool iottar and battar. 
Wtthatand wtdaat 
vOftoQa fhictuationa. 
Maka mora lea, faatar. 
8ava on atactri ett v, too ( 

Aailna ai ihitr trvafim, 
thaa aa atill loma ramoarffofa 
In iKa rriirfcat that doif i avan 
maw ikt minimum ttandaf da of 
parformanea praacribad by 
tbafSI 

So, MVlcAouf / 
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mWa aura, it at laaat cainaa iN 
l$l milk, atill, buy a OEM. 



Thinga of quality hava 
pyo faar of tima. 
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G0d rafrloaratora outUva 
othar atmilar producti. 
You aaa, at GEM, wa 
hava a pMlotophy of 
aicaHanca dadicatad 
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OCM REFmOERATCMt ft DSP PREEZERS 



MPMOnUfORS-foravar youffi! 



Rood, ft H.O.: 2/80 ComaughcCIfeua, 

Naffbalhi-110001 


Raw OUM. Bambay, Calcutta, Madraa, UaBiaibart BaaaUova, ftwaal,. 
CkanOolm, CoaMn, CatlMk,' Phiiftwt Jaftuv, LMknew, faM and Vliayawada. 



•27t« 

















♦ t i ^ I ..r I 

r#;la 


'M'0«o9fr 
























The Patna bridge hoax 



P S Appu The man who exposed Zatl Singh 
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Loyalty not enough 


Y our cover story, Hie /«cwAin/< sr'ni; 

of Andhfa by Tooshar pAndii <21 
Pchruiry 1 wts evcelivni, hi hbt, thu gniy 
rtiMii Mr Anjaioh wa» not tucked eur 
lier was because Mrs Oandhi could not 
find a suitable substitute ro improve the 
tarnished imate of the party in the state. 
Veer# Medra Aeo, Vjj«>;aH*adjr 

U is very clear now that mere loyally 
does not help. We Indians sliould naisf 
our heads in shame for havinn people 
like Mr Anjaiah. 

K. $■ (7. Sobramanyam. !Wedra< 

Whv should an MP of no real impnnance 
eicept hii heredity, be giwn a princely 
recemion? And Mr Ka>iv (landhi really 
shouW be able to control his temper'' 
after all, he has now entered Parliament. 
Anyway, Mr Anjaiah had lu pav a price 

Play well first 

W hen the EnAlish cricket team ar< 
rived in India, lovers of the $ame 
wera looking forward to seeiiiR two play¬ 
ers in particular^Boycoti for his run- 
gettini ability aod Botham being the 
ooe*nan demolition squad. Boycott did 
achieve what be was looking ftv. but the 
rudest shock has been Botham. Whatever 
little he achieved on the fieM^ be wij^ 
out by his coverage in Siinday‘, ending 
with Sotkirugnen about Grttn Paric(2l 
February} Botham complains too much. 
He IS not satisfied mtn anything—the 
'umpiring, the pitches, the ovemtes. the 
crowd and the general attitude of tiavas* 
kar and his team. Going by his impress¬ 
ion, every English batsman has bMn a 
victim of luck— or the lack of It. Is be 
diaappoinied because it has not been the 
cakewalk thai he was expecting? Come 
OB, Mr Botham, give credit where it ii 
due. Any team is as good as it is allowed 
to bt. Tou have been licked and admit' 
doBil svUl not make you a lesser player. 
A/daman 5 . Jodhka, Patiata 

B 


for having organised ibe exaavagama. 
F. SaJeen Sasha, Worth Amt 

Mr Anjaiah shotild have been rewarded 
with a cabinet post—minister for 
sycophancy—instead of Mtting sacked 
.imira A'aran^ New Oefni 

Tbe exposure of Mr Anjaiah (and earlier, 
Aniulayj is only the tip of thu iceberg of 
corruption and sycophancy. Every stale 
ruled by the Congress! II has ill own 
example I hope tn sev a lot more of the 
.weberg through Stw&AY. 

G Manoharan. Coimbatort 

Let us hope that ibe (ragK fate of Mr 
Anjeiab will prompt tbe other Conpes- 
sil} ihicf ministers to rvfraia From 
arf«nging any more raousfiar for Mrs 
Gandhi or any member of her family. 
fdoeaii a. Bangalore 

We had thought that goly the anoum 
Sanjay Gandhi could mstilt the Ai«f 
miniuer of a sraie. Well we wera wrong. 
Vou ron, Brutus^ Mr Anjaiah may have 
been inept and ineffkienl in the light of 
the new standards set by Mr Rajiv Gan* 
dhi but he was a sun^. bur>est and even 
innocent man He was neither corrupt 
nor crooked. Surely, be deserved a better 
rnvrr. I vrwld like to remind vou that he 
worked as a 4-annae*da>’ lafiourer and 
mse tv become chief minister. 

5. Ramachandran. ifvderabad 

Calling Mr Anjaiab the '‘laughing stock 
uf AAdhra*' was a very unchaiirable thing 
to do Hr might not have been a good 
staresnu n but he was a very good man, I n 
the present limes the fate of chief minis¬ 
ters depends upon the whims and fancies 
uf (he politiciant in Delhi. Mr Anjaiah 
wuuld have enhanced his image if he had 
tendered bis resignation on ihe very 
same day (hat he was insulted by Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi. 

5 K. Stjrogte. Vitiana$$tam 

The photograph of Rajiv Gandhi chiding 
Mr Anjaiab, provokes piry and sympathy. 


Should anybody, leave asitle a chief 
minister, undergo so much humiliaiioB at 
the hands M another politician? 

C. F. Venkatararntflin, Ccumbeiorv 

While tbe Andhras were alreeiK hurt by 
the manner in which (heir chief mniisier 
was removed from office, you have added 
insult to injury by calling him the 
laughing stock d the state. 
Santhamurtfiy. HydenbtM^ 

I ihink tbe writer has not been very 
rational in hts rover story. You have 
carrainly exposed Mr Anjaiah. but be is 
surely not the only CDngre8s(I) chief 
minister given tn sycophancy. In fact, all 
Ihe Congressif) ministers today are hedd* 
ing iheir potitions by virtue of their 
sycophancy. It would have been more 
worthwhile to probe that aspect of the 
working of the Congress! ll. Obviously, 
Mrs Caftdhi chooses only those who have 
no integniv or uleni of their own. (1 she 
IS interested in ensuring her country's 
prnspeniy and nut mertlv her post as 
Prime Minister, it u hi|h time she 
ihungnd her style of functioning. 
Mushtaq Ahmad Sjditti. Srinagar 

Yctir article on Mr Anjaiah was in bad 
taste and i< an unpardonable insult to the 
entire Telugu waking community. 

/. ff. V. Rx». Bangaitirc 

As long as Mrs Gandhi is (he Prime 
Minister, all ihe CongresslJi chief minis* 
ters are going to pu( up similar tamashaf 
to welcome Mr Kajiv Gandhi. Is h6 
thinking of going around sacking all of 
them^ 

V i f^arayarta, Howrah 

The heading of your cover story was 
shucking. Deceiicy demands that you 
treat an ex-chief minister with more 
respect. [ have been a regular subscriber 
and reader of your magasine since its 
inception. I will now stop subKcibing to 
U and reading it, unless you publish an 


apology, 

TR5 RoghavMn, Stvunderabad 


Popular whipping boy 


K uldip Nayar’s article, FtibUc sector 
^nds a fortvna on sia/f cars (Exclu¬ 
sive, 21 February) gives a distorted pic¬ 
ture of (be reel situation. FarudoaicaJly, 
the beak Mr Nayar bas chosen as a target 
is Canara Baak, tbe most dynamK and 
prouessive among the nationalised 
benks. It justly recognisss the rule M the 
bank manager as a unique* admisiistraioc 
who has to do most df the field work in 
connection with business developmefii. 
He is tbe bibji go the spot in meny 
situations. Tbe bank has made it a policy, 
which bus paid off haAdsoo^y, to idioi. 
staK cars to those branches whilcb aggre¬ 
gate a crore of rupees by way of deposits 
and advances. It will be lUogic^ to 
compare a bank’s policies with those of 
tbe Lie, v^kb is empow er ed to em^oy 
umpteen numbers of caavasaing agents. 1 
sincerely wish a writer of Mr Neyar'i 
calibre daaiMS from makiag fantaMc 
steiemcnis that will bias pv^ opinion 

a iinst a bardworkinq sectlen m the 
iste-coUared coauBunity. But then, h is 


fayiionable these days to have i go et 

E ublic sector undertakings. 

'emchand. J., Calicut 

In public sector benks <in one of which t 
am employed}, direct ires **^j^r"nal 
use of staff cars are well defined and 
strictly adheredlo. For examj^, if one is 
entitle to use the staff car, he has to pay 
a hiring charge of Rs 100 per month and 
beer (be fuel expenses with an overaU 
ceUing of 500 km a month towards per¬ 
sonal use. By Mr Niyer’s own admission, 
the amount spent on one car in Canara 
Bank and Central Bank oMndla roughly 
wofks out to Rt ten thousand and Rs 15 
thousand respectively. Every public sec* 
tor orgaaisauon provides for the de^* 
elation of the total value of cars In five 
years at the late of 20 per cent per 
ennuBi. Anyone with some idee of (be 
high price of e car, fuel, iperes and 
mamtenaiwe. wiU consider this emount 
ipeni es neaiinal. 

Narendre Prated, ftexauS <$ihef} 




No pressure on Art Commissiorf 


W « T«f«r to The report Diftennt ruJes 
foe a Cotigre*${li MP by Anit Seari 
<Sewi 14 Febnivy). It n unforruoeie 
(het your currespondeni lud not checked 
up *fith u» before ¥niiin4 a report full ^ 
ineccurecies. To thai Mr ChtreBili 
Sineh. Ml^ exened pressure upon fbe 
Deliii UrbaiT An Conaisuon in the con* 
text of his project ts Quite wnmji. Ne 
pressure wa<< exened nor was ii possible 
to do so. The DUAC is an autonomoui 
body creeled under the Delhi Urban An 
t.i>mmis!<ion Act. 1973 'It consists of a 
pnrt.time honorary chairman and three 
part time honorary raeahers plus a 
wholetiae member. None u( there are 
amenable ro any kind of pressure, least 
of all in a colleoivc sense. Hie comiBtS' 
«tnn also seeks the advice of eminent 
irchiiecrs, town pianners and eoviroc^ 
mentaliHts from time to time on impor* 
i<«nt projects referred to it by the lo^ 
bodies ur by the government. The com* 
mission meets once or twice every week. 
rht> architect cnncenied explains his 
I .lid |i (Vainly after diM:utxiim ihat 
<ir* lolievtivir demiun of the commission 
emer«{es. 

the Hotel Meridian prfi>ect was refer 
f'f'U 10 I he vommis»iun py the New Delhi 
Munuipjl ( nmmhice on 9 Aupuet 19hl. 
(hr iitchiiecrs of the project warned tbe 
not 't ImiHinp to be 21^ fi hi^ Under 
th> | PrsoUiKinc, 1977 of the DDA, 
<ho maximijm heiicht permitied for a 
‘u>ii 1 wa>i U4t foi'i unless a relatatiofl is 
I'lvi'H by the Dl'ACora heiaht specifka* 
<.r>u i; indicnied hy ihe DIM. The 
'juhite^l asked the cummisMon for a 
alnintion in height from 120 ft to 235 ft. 
'n>» nunmh^iciii. after consultini; a nuni' 
S>'i of l«*idin^ anhiiecis and town plan* 
lU'is uf fkllu, c.iim' to the conelusiun that 
.ii«'ti wjs noihinx in the project to merit 

’he icUxarion as requcMed, The 
<.ii’hirect> w«<ie. therefore, directed ro 
(hill plans. When no revised plan 
Kuhrniiieit, ihe eommisMon in Occo* 
iiei f'ittl. re'kcicd the plans which had 
'V(*h Mihfiiiticd to it shying the height 

r* U 

I j ’,v\ the ' ommlssion's 

<11..I i(<ieivi.d n letter staling that the 
iVihi Dovelupmenr Aulhorily had, in 
ihcir meeting, held on 4 January 19h2. 
'Specified that tbe height of tbe h^el 
should not exceed 2U ft. Sbort^ after 
tins, new plans for ihc hotel were rc* 
ceivfd from the New Delhi Munkip^ 
Cornmittoo. The project was discussed in 
the commission^ meeting on 14 Januan 
. 11tA2 in n nunraj bu,sinessUke manner U 
t' incorrect lo say lha* ibe chairman 
y'xpn.s'.' d hfN inabiiiiv to stand up lo 
•*.. me If>*01 thr work< and housing 
<>»ii,Airv fi’crr was no such pressure, 
iiui even .* cuutesiion of it from any 
iiuurte( und no such remarks were made. 
A (tiseux:. H>n on i he proioct was held with 
ihc* nrchiK.cis in which ail the members 
of the comrnis^jon and cvru advisers par* 
ticipatid. 

The urchiircts explained their project, 
(hev hnd reduced the height of the 
hiockslrmn 21* fi to 212 ft One floor had 
tx'i'n di'li'led Sniac odjusrreeors were 
made in the heiphi'. of the rnomi on tbe 
01 her flairs distance between two 
lower block' iiud iieen increased by 
.iImoU e ven metre' Overlapping of 
ni'w* H."k> rmd hi ..inii.iiw ro* 


duced by a roadjustreeni oS iheir earlier 
orieuiatioas. The site plan also had 
changed; soree open area had been given 
to the NDMC at the back of tbe blocks in 
(ieu of an t^Mi space on tbe west side. 
This had neceesuated tbe shifting of Ibe 
hotel parking arrangements from the 
west Side to another area at the bach. 
After coasidertng the revisioos in the 
design, tbe corenisswMi approved tbe 

T^^eoBeussKHt, in ihis coniett, recal* 
led tbeir earlier dlscussioAS on ihr need 
to uodertake a total study of the future 
urban form of this area as a result of 
several hotel sites having been ear* 
marked around Wirsdsor Place After tbe 
height specificatioBS now given for this 
hotel by ihc DDA. it was even more 
necessary ibai ihe^ urban fom eser 
cises be undertaken for the entire core* 
plex immediately. 

A, X, Goel, seerrfery, Delhi Urban Art 
Commisstoit. New Delhi 
Anil Seari rtpltee. Hr A X fToel o/fm 
no arguments to .Mibsianriaie hU sweep* 
mg comment that the repoft ii ‘"fall of 
iwccumres ' tong winded tetter 
merely provides one version of the sequ 
eoof ofeventu at the end of which Hotel 
Mercdran wes trented a deiigned height 
of feet. The nrrly ellusioiu to in- 
aecurocy made our trv Mr Goef are two- 
rhae To tay rlwr Shri Vhaienjit Singh. 
MP. exrrred pressure upon the Delhi 
Urban Art Commission tn the conrexr of 
his pro;ect is quite wrong, 'and tJui *ft i» 
incorreet to say that toe chairman ‘ex¬ 
pressed his inability to stand up to ihv 
pressure from the works and bouiirqi 
Bumstrv'" Mr Coel cleverly \ktrfs iha 
main luoa The Niwrui reporr said rhtr 
Hotel Meridian is proposed to be con* 
srriKXcd in a New Deihi rone that was 
meant to 6e a ooo-commeretal. resrdeo- 
tial tone, ft war rhe DDA tlw was 
adamant in tbe early stages that the 
hotel xAoufd nor be auowedto double its 
height from I2P feet to 212 feet. This 
view was expressed at a meeting on 4 
January 1991. The fact that the bu/fderx 
of Hotel Mendtan succeeded in persuad¬ 
ing tbe DDA, the DUAC end tbe New 
Delhi Munkipei Committee to do away 
with tbe i 20 feet cediofu should be 
endeoce enough that pressure was eg’ 
erred Quite successfully. 

/o defending tbe DUAC ebauman, Mr 
Ccel again skins tbe crux <d the maiter. 
The Siwoay repor t had speci/kafJy said 
that (be DUAc ebairmOB met the uakm 
mintsierof works and housing before the 
DUAC meeriag on i4 Janutrv and that 
the chairman dtteusaed with the m taisw 
the issue of DUAC aproral of tbe Hotel 
Meridian design. TDe rrpon crregoricaf 
fy said that tbe DUAC CMirvan pomted 
out ro (be nuoiMer rbai a number of 
arrbjiecsr aonsuited by the DUAC bad 
nor iotmd rbc woptwed be^t appropri* 

are. Later, at ck 24 Januarr meerin^ the 
DUAC decided to approve the same 
propoeed height. Mr GvI does nor see 
the DUACs approval in the conteat of 
the other tea. Therefore, one sees brtJe 
reason tn betiete Mr Cool's claim that 
the chairman did not say anything on this 
to the commission *r advtxers and commit¬ 
tee men wbo approved tbe hotel’s design 
on 14 January. 


S af ety derai led 

I haw lead ihe ankle UnsefeNapoleon 
by Madhu Jain t21 Februa^) with 
considerable dismay and disbelin. Even 
if ten pet cent of whai is slated in the 
article is correct, ir is tune that senior 
railway ufficen. boih pest and present, 
hang Iheir heads in shame. Hava we 
jettisoned the time honoured safety 
rules to earn the dubious diitinction of 
set ling up Dew records of railway OMra* 
tiondn one fell swoop you have aou^t to 
deaiA>y (nr it least question 1 the integri* 
ty and credibility m the raUwayi. 

M. L. Vienna, Bombay 

The ankle was superb. Tbe views of tba 
staff conceroing the safety of the rail* 
wavs have been correctly stated. The 
railway minister had categorically ax* 
pressed that the staff cMUkecied wiOi iba 
safe working of the railways should 
siricily follow the rules. However, iba 
railway board chairman *s policy is ‘damn 
the rules, the traffic must move.' 
Obviously, the two cannot go hand in 
hand. 

A, Jabu Ado, Dalliragbave 

Tbe anicle was very true. If only more 
people, instead of being scared of tba 
chairman vf the railway board, had 
spoken openly to your raporier. you 
could hiivi. exposed Mr (Tujru even more 
fully end showed him for what he really 
11 

An t'x.mjfwayman, Bilaspta 

First to expose 

C ongratulations to Olga TeUil and 
SuMMV fnr beiu the first lo write 
and publish the articre on Mr Bobda. 
Advocare-general resigns; Honesty ii 
punished (21 February), People in our 
ciMiniry must be told that the Congras. 
Kl). or rather Mrs Gandhi, cannot tolar* 
ate honesty and rewards even dishonest 
people who are loyal to her aJune. It is 
indeed a shame that our elected repre. 
sentativet who swear loyalty to the coun. 
try and consitution. have forgotten ethics 
iM good conduct. 

Or B. Mukherjee. Bombay 

A new Hinchiism 


T he special report, A sebooJ for 
Arabinms bv AsKok Gopal (21 Febru¬ 
ary) was biasea. Surely, Hindus are enti* 
tM to learn iheir own scriptures and the 
andent language of Sanskrit, as is being 
done sysiereatically in Pune’s Jnana Pra- 
bodhini? No other pet^le in the world 
find ihcmseivfs v» embarrassed for 
tc. ching their own vciptures to their 
followers as we Hindus do. And if anyone 
has the guts to do vn in our country where 
the majority are Hindox. he is im¬ 
mediately cniicisvd for 'propagating 
Hinduism." Anyway, all the cbitpavan 
BrehjDins sa well as ihe "victimised*' 
harijans are Hindus. 1 am sure a day will 
come when all Hindus will at least 
know their own vriptures 

Last letter 

^hey aren’t chief ministers any 
Xmore, they are cheap mimsiarv. 
Musubrffmxnjxm, Madras. 
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How, silver strengthens 
the bonds between us 


'Tth r>r> cmhvr 1956 uiarketl a ciilourful 
' -‘‘i C'oinuf'Chcm was formed to manu• 

\ 1C printingcolours and binders 

M !r. And has noi lix>kcd bock since 
,r O'* j 1 by leaj>s and bounds — pi ligrcssn cly 
expanding and diversifying to meet the rtcedvofu 
wide range o\ industries. From pigments and dyes 
tor tex 1 lies . plast ics. paints. pri ni ing inks and t uhhci 
to colours, chemicals, auxiliaries for leather, and 
miertnediates furphiirmactuiicab dyestuffs and 
pesticides 


!n inir silver luhilcc year, we (hank all those who 
haveciKitributed to on r growth. I he industries. The 
t rade ()ur ci 'i laborators .i i id sc 11 mg organ i/.ations. 
And all wonderful ]X*t>plc aluMicedand 
cherish cohHjr— people hke you 

Inspired by your needs, we vilciTinly renew our 
quest for even creater success — tc» help the silvci 
Iwnidsofour rciatHmshin take on vet another da/rf 
ing hue Urillianf, scintillating gold 


m 
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P trbApt euctly what Mr 
Aaha HiUli told Mr E. R. 
Bhagai bafora the mactuig 
of the Hunan Ri^htt Coo- 
aiiiien, where the two 
represented their eountriee, nay 
never be known. The lunch whkh 
(he two had tofether in Geneva oa 
9 February was not attended by 
anyone else. 

Mr Bhapt's letter to the niniitry 
of enemal affairs, after the lunch, 
says that Mr Hileli assured him that 
he wcnild not raise the issue of 
Kuhmir at the Comnission's neet* 
ins and that he would only mention 
the haopeninss in AfshanUtan and 
the Afinan refugees while speak¬ 
ing on item 9, on self* 
determination, on the agenda. 
Pakistan embauy sources in India 
say that Mr HiJali gave no sueb 
assurance and the brief given to 
him by tslamabad was that he 
should refer to Kashmir only on the 
lines Mr Agha Shshi, his brother, 
had done in October I9$1 at the 
UN, that is, he would say that the J 
and K dispute be resolved in the 
spirit of the SimJa agreement. (The 
fact that Pakistan did want to men¬ 
tion Kashmir is ^uite reveling.) 

However, President 2ia in ms 
letter to Mrs Gandhi dated 21 
February, nine days after Mr Hila* 
\\'f> lunch with Mr Bhagat, was pro* 
fuse in compliments on the out¬ 
come of the talks Mr Agha Shahi 
and Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao had in 
Delhi. Unless Pakistan was diabo¬ 
lical in its scheming, General Zia 
sounded sincere in saying in the 
letter that he welcomed the propow 
al to constitute a joint economic 
commission. There was not even an 
oblique reference to Kashmir in the 
letter. 

However, the transcript of 
observations by (he Indian and 
Pakistani delegates at the Commis¬ 
sion indicate that one reected to 
whet the ocher said and both ei* 
ceeded the limit which their gor* 
emmenty had placed on them. Mr 
Kilali was the first to speak. He 
dealt 81 length with Afghanistan 
and Kampuchea but began with a 
referance to Kashmir. He said: 
“One of the most important 
achievements of the UN smce the 
adoption of the charter has be en 
the recognition and progressiva ex¬ 
ercise of the right of self- 
determinaiJM} by various peoples 
under colonial cr alien ooDina- 
tioQ... Yot. as the study prepared by 
Mr Gross Espiell indicates, there 
are savoral tarriccries wh«r« tha 
right of self-detenninecioa remains 
to be exercised in accordance with 
the decisions and recommendations 
of the United Nations. We believe 
that the dispute pertaining to Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir should be reeolved 
simUarly in (be spirit of the Blmlg 
agraement.* 

Mr Bhagat considered the rgfgr- 
ence to w Bipiell'i report "in- 


EXCLUSIVE 


Kashmir 
is a 

non-issue 

By KULDIP NAYAR 

nocuous” but the fact that Mr Hilali 
used it in the coeiext of Kashmir 
was highly iwovocative for him. Mr 
Bhagat reacted sharply to it. He did 
not confine his rtnaru to Jammu 
and Kashmir bui went oa to aitach 
martial law in Pakistan. 

He said: *The reference to J and 
K has become an aaaual ritual. I 
have no ioiention of going into the 
history of the issue as (his is well 
known. 1 would, however, like to 
reiterate that the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir is constitution^y and 
legally an integral pert of India like 
any other state of the Indian union. 
Consequently, the people of Jam 
mu and Kashmir have ahvtyi en¬ 
joyed and will coatinui to enioy the 
sene rights at the peo^ of (be rest 
of Indu. blr Chairman, I would like 
to drew your attention to the faci 
(bet the people of Jemmu and 
Kadunir have participated along 
with the rest of the people of India 
in seven general elections end 
state-level elections. Surely the de- 
legatioB of Pakistan does not be¬ 
lieve that the rights of self- 
deteminarion and s^-eipreision 
can ben be exercised under martial 
law... The dUtioguished delegate of 
Pikistan has rctWred to (he Simla 
agreement. May 1 remind him that 
the Simla agreement provides for 
the rasoluiiOQ of all questions be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan ij1 a M- 
laietal framework...” 

Mr Hilali, who talked in a coa- 
dbaiory on Indo-Pakisun 

relations wl^ he met Mrs Gandhi 
in Delhi three months ggo, seems to 
have lost all sense of proportioo. He 


Kashmir is a non-issua. It 
is a part of our country. By 
raising it in w internation¬ 
al forum or mentioning it 
ritualistically Pakistan 
does not make it into an 
issue, It only tests our 
patience. It is time we 
became less sensitiva to 
such flea bites. 


said: ”1 agree chet the disting¬ 
uished representatives of India 
took exception to the reference 
made to the Jammu and Kashmir, 
dispute la our statement day before 

i esterdsy. The cootention that 
iBuBu and Kashmir it an integral 
pM of India is not borne by eioier 
History or any resdutkms of (he 
United Nations, or indeed by the 
Simla agraement. 

”Tbe Simla agreement calls for 
respect of the line of control result¬ 
ing from (he ceasefire of 17 Decem¬ 
ber 1971 without prejudice to the 
rtcocniied poslUoas if either side. 
Pakistan's position on this dispute 
it based on tbe relevant resolutions 
of (be Security Council. There U 
dearly an agreement between the 
rwo sides (o seek a final settlement 
of (be Jammu ud Kashmir ques¬ 
tion aspen of (he process of norma- 
lisaiion envisaged in the Simla 
agreement. This is precisely the 
which my dele^rion has ex¬ 
pressed in its siaiefnent. The exist¬ 
ence 01 martial law in another coun¬ 
try is no reason for the non- 
implementation nf international 
obligations arisiu from binding re¬ 
solutions of the Security Council... 

”No 'elections* held under fore¬ 
ign militery occupation or alien 
dominailon can be considered as a 
genuine exercise of the right of 
self-determination. This is surely 
the reason why the iniernscional 
community, with certain significant 
excwions, demands the withdraw¬ 
al of foreign forces from Afghanis¬ 
tan and this is also the issue in 
Palestine and Nambia...” 

Mr Bhagat was equally vehe¬ 
ment. Ha said in reply: “We would 
like to make it dear inat historical¬ 
ly and consiitutionaily J and K is an 
integral pan of India... The only 
issue (hat remains to be settled 
with regard to Kashmir is the ques- 
Tion of Pakinan-occupied Kush 
mir... The delegation of Pakistan 
referred to elections in Kashrnij*. 
The whole world knows what elec- 
riona in India are like. They are free 
and fair. Naturally the delegation 
of Pakistan will not understand 
(his. After all how often does one 
hear of elections in Pakistan? The 
human rights record of India and 
PsAisian are well knovm. It is hard- 

S oe^ess^ for us (o take lessons 
om Pakistan on this.” 

'niese statements and counter* 
statements were not authorised by 
New Delhi or Islamabad. They were 
made in the heat of tbe moment. 

Had either of the two delegates 

kept their cool chings would not 
have come to such a pais. 

Kashmir Is a part of our 
country. It is i non-issue. By raising 
It in an internationa] forum or men- 
tioning it ritualistically Pikistan 
does nor make it an Issue, it only 
(etts our patience. It Is (imu we 
bKama leu sensitive 
bites. 
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New bank for Antulay's trusts Singh fights Sethi, MP suffers 


A Bombay Hi|^ gavbas^d fertiliser projeit which is 
proposed to he set up m Madhya Pradesh hat run intu 
trouble. When Mt P. C. Sethi, who comes from the 
Madhya Bharat region of MP, was rhe petroletim. 

: chemicals and fertiliser minister. Mandsutir. m his home 
[ region, was chosen hy the site ^lelection lommitiee for 
f (be Rs US>crDre project. As soon as Mr Serhi was shifted 
I out of Thai ministry, (he MP chief ninistcr. Mr Arjun 
! Singh* started campaigning for Uuna av the site of (he 
] plant. Cuna o. the area of a Madhya Pradesh minister. 

' Mr Digvijay Narayan Singh, whose niece ha» lecently 
• been married to Ar)un Singh's son. The forma) reason 
U (hat. there is no assured water source for the 
i plani at Mandsaur. Meanwhile, the Seihi camp has been 

1 Mblkising that it was the government of Mr Arjun 

2 Sin^ Itself which had informed the centre in writing on 
17 , January 19%1 (through a letter signed liy Mr A. P 

IS Khare, u n Jer secret i ry j 1 hai if the cent re wan t s t o U icat e 
I t)se plant at Mandsaur. then water could be brought 
f there fn>m the nearby Gandhi Sagar reservoir. Seeing 
r ()se infighting between ihe Arjun Singh and Seihi camp', 
1 union minister Mr Shiv Shankar is said lo have luld tW 
» Madhya Pradesh politicians rhai if no decision is taken 
Mion. the project may have to be located uutside MP. 


PoompOhar can’t buy 
German ships 









IAS: Shame And 

Scandal In 
The Family 


The amazing atory of an IAS probatlonar, V. tC SIngti, mlabahavino with a colleagua 
even to the point of brandlahing a loaded oun, haa taken the wrapt off the Inetitute d>at 
traina the men and women who form me cream of the natlon'e bureaucracy. The 
decision by Mr P. S. Appu, the respected director of the/leadamy atMuaaourle,to resign 
rather than succumb to political pressure and rMln Singh In the InstKutlon, has 
highlighted both the beet and the worst elements of the Indian Administrative Service 
today. Presaure Is brought on to sway officers, and yet there are many In the service 
who refuse to betray their prlnclplea. MAOHU JAIN went toMueaourle,and spoke to Mr 

Appu in Delhi, to report the state M the ^'service.’' 



I t wts at if ■ make hid slithered 
into Edan. Nothinf would ever ba 
iha tin# iEiin at Um Baha< 
dur Skittn acAdamy. Tha V. K. 
Stufh affair had thikcn thii 
Quaint acideny. tnu^ly per ch ad on 
iBa OlympiiB balEhta <d Uunauria 
Whan wa raichad thu hilltop eridlt. 
rain had cut it off from tha rest of tha 
world. No alactricity; and no tala* 
phona connactlona to I^Jbi whara Par* 
uamane was to dlacuat tba fate of V. K. 
Singh that day. And tha Aoadanya 
counaallon aai huddled rouod a hv* 
fcfi, mournful aa if in a wika. It was 
Appu; rtood firmly by hii principles 


not only Ion id a director whom they 
had harowonhippad that aaddanad 
tbao. it WAS alao ihb fact chat tbair 
"raaloualy cuardod aamat* about an 
inebriated IAS probatlonar thraateo* 
Ins another ptobadonar with a loaded 
piarel had iJt tba haadlioaa. 'Do you 
koow that the local lubdirlalonat 
magiatraia ($Dbf) was hinoua bacauaa 
he did not know aoythioi about tbia 
incident...?* 

This aaaior counsellor frattad about 
tha iMiMfe of tba Acadeav aa a Vkt^ 
rian fathar would about tM departure 
of bit dBUfbiar*a vixiloiry bainf 


koowR to tha urorld. Their pristine 
world had bean shattered. Tha nmat of 
diacratlon around this salf.contained 
world had boon crossed. Everything 
until now bad always been kept within 
tba family—as tha civil aervica can ba 
daaoibad. Tba family, ti^t'lippad 
y^ri it caaia to outiiden, alv^i 
closed iu ranks when ihraatanad. The 
black aheap had to ba pr^aciad. But a 
divided family, when it waahaa its 
linao in public can ba ta, if not more, 
vitupamtiva rhan others—you only 
have to watch a divorce case to raallaa 
chia. 








77ii* LhI jffAadur Sh«.irrj A£s^my oi Adatiowntion, Mussovnt 


The dirty imen was washed in the cabinet secretariat, "who should have Ko. two related to cases o( drunken- 

press and in Parliament. The V. K. taken the matter to the Prime Minister ness, coercion with firearm while in a 

^in^ affair, even more so Mr P. S. much earlier." dninkeii state, misbehaviour and/or 

Appu’s decision m leave both the Another haffling aspect about this attempted molesiation uf lady prob* 
Academy and the service had caufht Kandal is that the first press report in aticmers. and general disobedience to 

(he imagination of the people and Times of Indio alleged that an IA5 the group leader, 

sparked the anger uf MPs—those be- pobaiiuner had attempted to rape a "It is relevant to clarify here that in 
lunging both to the opposition and the fellow probationer. Some of the K*niur all trekking groups, the Academy 

ruling party. The politicians and the bureaucrats feel that this story could nominates one probationer as the 

bureiucrais knew m their bones that have been twisted and leaked by the group leader, a second probationer as 

this was going to become a cause bhumihar lobby in Bihar. Mr V, K an associate group leader and a third 

ivtvbn. The opposition took out all iu Singh, the xon-io-law of R. P, Singh, a probationer as group treasurer. Their 

guns after the imiiaUflOCCurate report chief engineer iu Bihar and son of a designations convey the nature of 

appeared in the Times of Indio on 1 landlord is a rajput. And, the thakur- their duties, that is. to look after the 

March. And a rather red faced govern- bhumihar tu&ale is not new to Bihar, collective needs of the group, such as 

menr iralised that something had to What really happened on 1 October cr>mmon board, lodging, transport, 
bedoiiefasi.Jn the cross fire Oie home in the dHoromshoIo in Badrinath was etcetera and to induce a certain de- 

minister, Giani Tail Singh,got his fin* also, iniiially. misrepresented in Par- gree of uniformitv uf action to ensure 

gers burnt because he had in his initial liarncm. And even later the issue was that the prescribed schedule iif rhe 

report said that a "reformative" rather nut clearly put acrosa. Most probation- trek is adhered to. By the time the 

than Q punitive approach should be ers and bureaucrats feel that V. K. probanoners parted coming back to 

taken. Then suddenly, after (he file Sinfdi should have been dismissed any the Academy from leave on 12(hOcto- 

dealmg with V. K. Kingh's case had way. b«He finally went for the wrong ber. 19S1. the Academy siaried enquir- 

been gathering dust fand some pulitic- reasons. The press and public really ing verbally and informally from the 

al inierest in the home ministry and tried him for attempted rape, while probationers m an attempt to establish 

later in the cabinet secretaiiatj since this was not the case at all. Uie veracity of these reports and 

the end of October last year, the In hU enquiry iqto the incident, ruir*»ur« of gro%s misbehaviour, 

minister of state for hom^Mr Venkata- Alok Siaba, deputv director and -By 14 Ociuber. 1981, these informal 

subbiah,announced un S March that V. assodete course director of the 38th talks showed a prime facie casechiefly 

K. Singh was to be dismissed from (he foundatkmal course writes: "On 4ih against an IAS probationer, $hri V. K. 

lAS.. The home minister, "obviously October. 1981. ibe course director. Smgh, on account of the following four 

pressurised,* didn't make the ^tate* Shri S. H. Mohan, deputy director charges: 

fseniorx was informed by a few prnb* A) That Shh V. K. Singh was generally 

Most bureaucrats feel that the ationers (hat some serious incidents of disobedient to (he trek group leader. 

Prime Minister had intervened only at gross misbehaviour were committed Shri K. Alaudin, through the duration 

the eleventh hour even though sooie by some probationers of trek No. iwo. of the trek, 

members of the uppusition claim that However, he could not establish the B) That on Isi October t98l, evening, 

Mr Appu had »em hb correspondence truth * behind these reports and Shri V. K. Singh was intoxicated witri 

to her earlier. What has infuriated rumoun beceusc by 4th October 1981, liquor end misbehaved with his fellow 

many of the bureaucrats it the fact some members of trek No. twu had probationers at Badrinath that 

that Mr Appu'K repeated requests for already proceeded home on,leave. In evening. 

quick action or the case were ignored brief, tne reports of gross misbe- C) That un 1st Ociuber 1981, evening, 

by the home ministry and even the baviour bv some prt^Miiuners of trek atBedrinath. Shri V. K. SingK while m 
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an intoxicated ^tate. was in pcwMSsiun V. K. Singh attempted lo molest 

uf a firtiarm (revolver or pistolj with utte or rwn two lady probationers 
which he threatened his Icilow prob- **1 was, ai this stage, verbally in- 
atioiiers on three occasions-first lES strtKted as iiMjuiry officer to take 
hidy lifoiKiHotter. Km. Kenu .Singh, statements reearduig the above four 
ihenlASla(lypr»)haiioner,Kin. Vriiida •illegatiunv and in other jneidents of 
Sarup. and then a group nf gentlemen misbehasmur from all the iwnfcation 
prr>hai loners. S/Shri K. Alaudin I lA.S}, ers. who were members gf trek No 
M. K. Vijayakumar HAS). M I wo. At ibis stage, it was felt that the 

Mathisekaran (ll>:S). S. K Kajalingam preU'nce of Shri V. K. Singh in the 
(CSi, K RamucUdndran (IAS). T. Ac^demv would inhibit and restrain 

.SomasuMiJaram IlHS/CSh K. Sitlhiava the probationers from submitting their 
san I IaS). 1). J, Kandian (IAS), and («. version nf what happened during trek 
Dnammalingam tlASi. No. two Therefore, on 4ih Octuber 

DI Thai nn isi Octoiiei, 1%I, evening, I9«I. orders were taken from the 
at Budrinath, while in a drunken stare, director to the effea that: 


ih^mriira/ nntne M'fvtil on V, A AoigA iMSit-d on rhe dbor of his mum at thv 
.ti’adcfflv 



i) The room and beJonginu of Shri V. 
K. Singh be searched in his presence 
and the firearm be located, and. 
u) Shri V.’ K. Singh, on return from 
leave, be sent away from the Academy 
on leave ttJJ further orders so that the 
inquiry is completed and a decision ie 
taken. 

*'In recording their statements, (he 
cuncerned probationers were asked to 
write only what thev saw or what they 
heard during the duration of the trek, 
and not after the trek was over. It was 
also learnt on tSih October that Shri 
V. K. Singh returned to the Academy 
from leave around l200 hours, but he 
disappeared soon after, perhaps be¬ 
cause he panicked when he heara that 
an inquiry wa« being held atainst him. 

'‘On Hih October, 1931, Shri V. K. 
Smgh returned tv thd Academy pre¬ 
mises. The course director, Shri S. H. 
Mohan, deputy director (senior), and 
the Happv Valley hostel warden, Shri 
R. M Sethi, deputy director, searched 
the room and the belongings of Shri V. 
K. Singh in his presence in pursuance 
nf (he order of the director dared t4th 
Ocioher 1931. The results ufihe Hearch 
were negative. 

"The allegations under inquiry 
being very serious, it was decided that 
Shri V. K. Singh should not be part of 
the forthcoming village visit program¬ 
me of rhe prohaiioners, scheduled 
from 23ih Octuber to 9th November 
1981. Therefore, he was asked on 20th 
October. 1931, to proceed un leave and 
return back to duty on 6ih November. 
1981. He. arcordingiv. applied for and 
wac granted leave ny the course direc¬ 
tor. and left on 21s( October I9H1. He 
wtts, however, nut willing to file any 
NiHtement regarding the matter under 
inquiry, pleading for more time. 

"A thorough examination of 59 
statements fiJed by Shn V. K. Singh’s 
fellow prubationers on tj«k No. two 
shows that they are not identical in 
words and Mrhups not even in all the 
detsiK of fact. Rut it is dear that in 
essence a large number of them go a 
long, way towards establishing the 
above mentioned iha‘« charges. The 
fourth charge, that he attempted to 
molest (»ne or even two of the lady 
probationers at Badrinath on the even¬ 
ing of Isi October. 1981, was not 
substantiated. 

"The basis of ihi^s inquiry report is 
the statements gf Shri V. K. Singh’s 39 
fvlluw pmhaiioners of trek No. rwo. 
These statements were filed voluntari¬ 
ly and independently, without any 
specific questions being put to them. 

course, they were asked to state 
merely what they saw or heard on the 

trek regarding alleged misbehaviour 

of Shri V. K. Singh and of others. 
Therefore, on rhe basis of these state¬ 
ments. it leads to a conclusion that on 
three out of the four above mentioned 
charges, Shn V. K. Singh was at fault. 

"It IS found that S/Shri Amur Singh. 
Harbaksh Singh and perhaps olso Sy 
Shri V, K. Singh, S. C. Jha and Arun 
JKa were drinking alcohol in the bus 
right from the beginning of the jour¬ 
ney. (hough it must also he stated that 















this pan of vheir alkeged miibehaviour 
has not been conaisrently brought out 
by The probationers io their state* 
ments. 

"At Rishilcesh, Shh V. K. Singh and 
Shri S. C. Jha and Shri Arun J^, in 
spite of their (^oup leader Shri K. 
Afokidin, reuuesring them to adhere to 
the schedule of owvement as laid 
down by the Academy crossed the 
bridgei and went over to Lakshman* 
jhula thereby delaying the whole 
group. When the group leader. Shri K. 
Alaudin, by way of quoting the 
Acadeniy*s instructions, intended to 
restrain S/Shri V. K. Singh. A run Jha 
and S. C. Jha from cumiAg to l^k* 
shnianjhula end wasting the time of 
(he whole group, Shri V. K. Singh 
sc<ilded his ^oup leader and even 
threatened to use firearm against him. 
This sequence of events is suggested 
and apparently estaMished by the eye* 
witne*is statements of five prob* 
Hiinnrrs. 

“A' to the events of 1st October. 
1981. evening, at Bndnnath, the eye* 
witness siaiemetits of nine probation* 
m, do establish charge No. two^hat is. 
on !si October, 19A1 evening at Badri* 
naih. Shri V. K. Singh was intoiicaied 
with liijuor and a result misbehaved 
with his Mlow pHibatioiiers 

'‘The sequence uf charge No. three is 
ill ilirue pans. Hrsi of ali. while in an 
InroKicoiod stare «»nd in posunsion uf a 
fiieiiini (revolver or pi viol) Shri V. K. 
Singh had an argument with IIlS prob* 
urlonci. Km.Retiu Singh m theevening 
of Isi Ocioher, 1991. It scvms (hat 
earlier in the day. *is ihe group 
iceavurer, she had sought ui restrain 
Shi i V. K. Singh and a group nf prob* 
ationers from making an unscheouled 
viiir to village Mana. about five kilo* 
nieiers from Badrinath. as a result of 
whuh Shri V. K. Singh got annoyed 
with her. He and his group of friends 
then did ^u to village Mana. Later Shri 
V. K. Singh quesiioned Kin>Renu 
Singh for having sought to prevent him 
from going to village Mena and in this 
process, he threatened her with a 
firearm lucked into the waist band 
his troupers under his swearer. This Is 
testified to by eye witness statements 
uf SIX prnbatitiners. 

“Thcruafter, in the evening. Shri V, 
K. Singh accosted IAS probationer. 
Km.Vrinda Sarup in the passage of the 
dhitramshala for having allegedly pre¬ 
viously taken objection to his drinking 
and having called him "a drunken 
stupid Bihari" wh*ch allegation she 
then as well as later on in her state* 
fflent denied. Nonetheless Shri V. K. 
Singh took umbrage at her and held 
the firearm to her temple and head fur 

0 few minutes till he was taken away 
by hit fellow pruhutioners. amongst 
others by Shri S. Mendiratta and Shri 
Amur Singh. This is testified by the 
eye*witnest statements of five prob* 
ationers. 

"The third part of the third charge 
was that .Shri V. K. Singh entered the 
room in the dharamchaia on the same 
(Isi October, 1991) evening, 
threatened nine uf h» fellow prolv 
ationera with the firearm chiefly lu the 



t*. S Appu* f am rhui I aitj goiirc 


effect (hat if group leader. Shn K 
Alaudin. tried to complain agninM him 
to the course director, hr would Im* 
dealt with Therefore, on the b.isis of 
the above mentioned siaicmeniN oi 
nine probetiuners this part of ch.irge 
three IS elsu established In addii loii lo 
the statements quoted ahtwe, ii is uIm* 
clear that the statements ol mi pn>l» 
aiionors indirectly support iIh* vei.u 
ity uf (he firsl three (harg^*». 

''Therefore, on the basis of ilw 
above mentioned ctaiemvniN o( liio 
probationers, charges i. ii and in liiivi* 
been established. Kunhur. ufiui Km 
Renu .Singh and Km«Vrin(Ia S.iiiip 
were threatened with ihu (iicario. iIh* 
e.ght lady probarioneiv of this nonip 
locked themselves up in um* rixmi w iih 
(heir luggage barricaded again si tin* 
doors so that no nne couUl Ivcak in. 
and felt so insecure and territfisvd us 
not to venture to go out of then room 
even for dinner (hut night Afrer these 
incidents, for quite some time thor 
evening Shri V. K. Singh kept banging 
on and kicking the door nf the loom 
where the lady prubaiionrrs were 
staying and abusing Km.Vrinda Saiup. 
He also kept threatening ami orrtering 
the lady probationers to come om 

"However, from 2nd OcioIh't. 19X1, 
Shri V, K Singh apoh>giri'd to all his 
fellow probationers of irvk No. iwh). 
was on faultless heliavKnjr (hi’r<*iift«*i 
for the duration of the trek, and alw 
apparently repenianl, as suggested l»v 
the faa tliat he touched ine f«*«*i of 
some of his fellow pioliuiMiners Ik* 
also at every future opportuiiitv 
helped the ladv probaiiiHiers wiili 
their luggage. 

'‘From un eKaminato*n t4 all si.,r<* 
mems. it emerges that upaci from Shn 
V. K. Singh, the three prolMimiH’is. 
namely; .^Shn Harbuksh Smith. K 
(lanesan unri N Saxuna. wviv also 
intoxicated at Badrinath thal evcMing 
but that they did nor hosIm’Imm* 
Further, although iheie wcmv iumhmm', 
to the effect that ihv firearm in tlu* 
poisession of Shri V. K. Sinuh at 
BadriiMth on W Dctohvi. 19X1. Ik' 
ion» I to his lelJow prulwtionoi, Sliri 


Amar Siii(di. only one probatumer has 
suggested this in his statement. 
However. Shri Amur Singh denied that 
M was his. Today, 1 once again put 
pomteH qiiesiiims to Shri Amar Singh. 
He m his lepjy ^dmitied that he has u 
licensed firearm hut ihut he never 
lirtnighl It Io the Academy ThU sUie- 
ment is on the file In circumst* 
Hnces, it has not been possible tu 
vciablikh whose fireaini u was.” 

The 39 statements of th*; prubation- 
ers as wvll as all the onler sheets 
delJihng dav to duv progresv of this 
iiMpiiry an* on (he file. Mr Appn's 
leiiers tn the hame ministiy based on 
iJos lepori und subsequent queslicin* 
ing are quite iinequivuca! the former 
Academy direcior reveals that V K. 
Sirigli ihreateneJ (he probationers 
wiih a J2 lv»rt‘ revolver which be* 
longed to fellow probationer, Mr Amar 
Siiigh He writes, in his letter at 29 
December to Mr A C Bnn* 
dhso^mdhvay. set leiary to the govern* 
meni uf Wia m the depurime’'t of 
pc'rvonnel that Mr V. K. Smgh is ^re¬ 
ported to have postered some proh* 
.itioriors with his iiioppoitunaie inead* 
mgs and obraiii<*il si ale men is from 
some of rh<<m iinderiilaymg the gnivitv 
id his offonev Me has probabfv 
obi.iiood sMtemeiils fiom a few proh 
at 10(101 s iiidicatitig thui he had only 
pl.ived a inacrlciil joke. 

"If ho has olMaim'd such st.iu inonis, 
they deserve to Im' ignored tntull.v ** 

Mr A|)pii makes an even mure xe-. 
iMius iilWgation which i weals that this 
nuideni Is nut as simple as It seems 
.iinl ih.ii Its repiniussiods aie going in 
«" 0 ((iioorui quite some time "1 under 
stand ilMt V K Singh mailt use of the 
rhieo woi ks ho s|}«>hr in ftelhi, he* 
iW4'i*ii 12 Novomhoj «iod 1 Docemlier 
H) dll a great deal of lobliviug in the 
(Mintlurs uf tM»wc'i Ho is rojxil'lud l» 
haw lold Olio o| his blonds rhnl at 
hc'lhi he hiul mot Mime influemiAl 
|ie(»pli' who hod protmseri tu do every 
thing possiHo to save him. He also 
liaimud to have socn the file dealing 
with his rase and the siaremcnts of his 
fellow iirnbaiuioeis 1 have other 
icMsuns -iIsM to lielluve that he ha\ 
liecni douig .• goiHl deni uf lobbying 
tliroiigh civil s.-rvnrits and politicians 
rh«> gocrnmivii(‘s reiuLianci' to pass 
in lit Is III V K Smidi's case lends 
MiptHiii tu iho heliel that his lohhying 
lids 'iui iM'en in v;un." 

M S' K Singh h,is oosv lioeri re 
wr«<l to Ills toiginal service: IKS 
c.iiogoiv K in w'hich ho woikud lor 
iiNor ihiou vi'iiis In'htre he sa> lor the 
lAS Kill ihiv nt>vel dr.on a is gujng tu 
h.ivi* .I soipit'l Ml Stngh plans io file a 
«as4< against his ihsirissal Mi Appu's 
lirs( r(*|H»ri no 2 X ri«(ulM*i h.id .tlso 
monriiKied diol.iii ih.ii piovimis piuh 
.itiuneis li,iii lH*f ti disjni'isoil Ut) t.ir 

h*s\ sc'nuos iU,<iK«'s. "Kolui'* iiiakilig 

up niv miiol, 1 Tiinl to louK op post 
«OM*s 10 whivli proti.ituiiu IS h.iii boon 
disili.ogiHl thu s(M li i .ISO is ih.il ol S 
V 1>uoia. •10 lAS piob.ihn/M'i ul I he 
PMi* burch fill* ih.pgo agiiiosT funi 
w.is that ho Had sc in tliiiu lologunis 
|nii|H*irtng (o Ih* lioni iho diiocloi ot 
iho AcaifeiMv tolsois infuiiopig the 
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Mr Appu's iitfice at r/tt Academy 

parents of (he three probationers that 
(hey were dead. These false teleframs 
caused considerable mental a^oov and 
misery tn (he aged parents of the 
probationers For playing this cruel 
joke his prubation was lernunated. In 
(his connection a reference is invited 
to the (hen director, Shri M. G. Pim* 
utknr's DO letter No. 30/AIS, dated 
March 1956, addressed to die then 
sectvtary, department of personnel* 
and ihe ministry of home anain^ noTi> 
ficatiun No. i2/lb/b6/ AIS<iii) dated 10 
May 1966, terminating the probation 
of Y B. Guerd. On comparing the facts 
of thv two case^, I am inclined to think 
(hat (he offences committed by V. K 
Singh are of a graver nature and (hat 
he is lacking in the qualities of mind 
and chancter expected of a member 
of the service (n a much greater extent 
than V. B. Caere. Hence there is no 
doubt at all thet it will be appropriate 
lu discharge V. K. Singh from the 
Indian Administrative Service under 
rule 12." 

T he official reports merely give the 
(uitline of the incident in Badri 
niith. The human factor, glimpsed be¬ 
tween I he biie»< and gradually emanal* 
ing from previously (ighi*)ipp«d and 
cautious probationers paiotv a com* 

C letely diiferent picture uf what really 
appened in (he Uharamshata and 
why. It was in a way a case of class 
complexes bruiighi to a violent boiling 
point by alcohol and a few snotry. 
parochial remarks. There were 
obviously deeper compulsions behind 
V. K. Singh's irrational liehaviour, the 
(oiintrvmdtle liquor was not solely 
respoitsiblv for his behaving as li he 
uer« in the wild west drunkenly wav¬ 
ing .1 loaded pistol. Or. to enme closer 
tu home reenacting the role of Gabbar 
Stiigli in Sholiiy. 

Gabbar Singh, the gun-tniing villain 
of the film entered contemporary 
m vi I lol ugy almos i as soon as t h is block¬ 
buster of a film was released, tittle 
boys in India have fancied themselves 
ail little Gabhai Singhs. Perhaps, this 
celluloid character made mnre ^ an 
impression on V, K. Singh. One ol the 
piobadonera tuld me (hat when V. K. 
Sin^h pulled out the pistol, he recited 
a dialogue from the him: "There are 
four buUcis who will get ii?'* 
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What triggered his reaction is sufK 
posed to have been a remark by one of 
(he women probationers who called 
him a "stupid drunken Bihan." This 
was not the first time that V. K. Singh 
had been called that. Ooe of his 
friends claiRU that the rpaion he was 
asked to leave (he National Defence 
Academy was misconduct. But he wai 
also teved about being a Bihari in 
Khadakvasala. ''Usually, the MDA has 

C )ple from the Punjab, the South and 
ngal. Once he was asked. 'How can a 
Bihari become an officers.Bui re* 
aionalism. obviously, works both wa^. 
Two days before il^ incideni he is 
supposed to have threatened a few of 
the south Indian probationers and told 
them that he would get the “Tami* 
bans...*' Nor was V. K. Singh, (he only 
one who was drunk. "On thA bus some 
of (hem were talking complete trash," 
one of the women probationers (old 
me. Aod (hough there was no attempt 
at rape, this group was overheard 
''plotting*' (0 rape one of the prob¬ 
ationers though not (he one who was 
eveniually threatened with a loaded 
pistol. 

Another aspect which emerges after 
talking to the probatioaers is that V. 
K Singh, whu disappeared from the 
Academy after the enquiry began in 
mid-October alJegedly told some of the 
prohaiioners (hat he had xeroxed 
copies of their written statements 
which were on file m (be home minis¬ 
try. If (bis is true. Mr V. K. Singh must 
have some very good sources in the 
ministry. He knew the names of those 
who had given statements and knew 
what they had written. The other 
mysterious aspect about this incideot 
is the gun. Nobody is very sure about 
It. Some of the proMtiooers claim that 
if was a pistm which belonged to a 
fellow pronationeri Dr Amar Sing^ 
with whom V. K, &ngh shared a suit¬ 
case. on this trekking expedition. 

A few of the probationers also claim 
that Dr Amar Singh got the licence for 
the pistol two days after the inddeot 
had occurred. Dr Amar Singh, who was 
working in^ phmanr health care cen¬ 
tre before ne was selecied for dm civil 
service said he bought the gun when 
he was threatened after he wrote a 
report about a murder. Dr ^-leh. 
however, claims that he dtpoc-v- **h* 


e n with the collectorate in Amritsar 
fore be went to the Academy. Some 
of the probationers also say that V. K. 
Singh profusely apologised (o them on 
the day after the irwident took place 
("touching the feet of some") end 
offered to carry their luggage. But. he 
is also said to have threatened some of 
the probationers after the inquiry re¬ 
pels were in. 

Wbat son of a man is V. K. Singh? 
When we asked a few people at the 
Academy what he looked like, hardly 
any of them could even remember. 
Said one of the counsellors; "He is a 
Ivw profile man with a pencil •thin 
moustache and a puff, a bit less prom- 

Dev Anand of 


ineni than the Dev Anand 


the 


Sixties " Others describe him as cour¬ 
teous, "properly dressed. proMr in his 
behaviour, regular in attendance but 
very sensitive about Biharis being 
teased." Said another friend: "He 
used to say. 'Who can tolerate a gauti 
from a girl ... it is bad enough from a 
man’.,.'* 

Perhaps one of (he more crucial 
issues at stake in this particular situa* 
(ion where people from vastly diffe* 
rent backgrounds and ages are put 
together is communalism—or the 
urban v$ the rural phenomenon Ex¬ 
plains one of the counsellors: "Unfor¬ 
tunately probationers from different 
regions form their own groups. There 
IS unhealthy interactiun. In the firsr 
two months people arc not bold about 
making new friends. The smart set in 
frayed jeans looks rkh: the non-smart, 
even in three piece suits dun'i.'' 
Apparently, during iwne of (he jam 
sessions (the girls turn up quite fre¬ 
quently) some of the boys even re¬ 
ported to the dean about this ''forward 
behaviour." 

There is another element of friction 
IQ (he Academy : jealoui^y. Some of the 
girls on the exp^ition did not mix 
with all the boys, just a couple of 
(hem. And, the so-called '’non-smart 
ones" felt ili^ted, according to one of 
the counsellors. The percentage of 
male probationers has gone up from 2 j 
per cent in the Fifties to 26 per cent 
now and the percentage ol girls at the 
Academy has gone up from two per 
cent to 14 per cent (26 probationers in 
this group wrote their papers in Indian 
languages.! 

When the 6 00 clock news 
announced V. K. Singh's dismissal^ 
(many people did not near it since the 
movie, TTie Pink Panther Striker 
Again, was on^he left his room and 
sac in a friend's room. Some of his 
friends thought that he should not be 
left alone : "His eyes were red, but his 
Ups were smiling ... he said Jo ho gaya 
so ho gara ...(wut had to happen has 
bappensdj” the next morning, before 
(be notice was In fact given to him, V. 



days i£ the capital and iS believed to 
have (old tome friends that he would 
file 1 court case against the govern¬ 
ment. Earlier, he had wanted to sue 
the newspapers for accusing him of 
flnempteo rape, 



‘I just want to fade away’ 


"Ir IX almost like a fond lover's 
tender eowern almut an imaginary 
pimple on the beloved's cheek after 
naving slaved her jugular ivin. “ 
x^ntrncr nr^hr appear to be lifted 
from a hook of fiction. Buf it rx only <in 
"Appuism ." There aiv. in fact, dou-n^ 
of Appui.sms til Iw found in the 
Academy in AluvxuunV where this for- 
mer director had become >omethirw of 
a living legend, "a barbed, witty k.K. 
Narayun in his prose, " as a coT 
league Hrrii slightly begrudging 
admiration described him. 

This quiue, which is taken from one 
of Appu's famous ietteis. jx Qurfe signi¬ 
ficant because ii is. in fact, a defense 
of his relasarion of dress rules which 
was challenged by the bi-me ministry 
this January. Mr Appu did not want to 
turn our jm* more '‘wiigs. 6 ur Indian 
ladies and gentlemen." It it even more 
significant besairse not onlv does it 
ahudv to I he VK. Singh case^ which 
led ro Mr /l/ipuS exodus (rum ihv 
Academy—It •i/vo icveals ,i lot about 
this buie,iwiai naiiH'd Appu who in 
the iirst lew lijvs of March shook 
l\uhaniviit and beciiinv famous In the 
same U'iii‘1 he suit/; **/ should also like 
to observe ihat I am Kir//r*iy am/ to 
.ioiiH' vxrt rir •iim/sn/ about the govern 
mvnr's anxiety jImuii ihe faissible de¬ 
leterious im/>Jc 7 of the relaxation of 
Ihi: dress legulatuuis on discipline ai 
1 he A cadi 'my A s ,i rio u ///; i*c«i //. 11 hm' 
oji/vu r<’u days agnffhis lelltrts d.ited 
Jtl l-'ehniaiv IWi liwi the govern 
meni dixidvd to let oft unpunished a 
pnihj I ion h Ito had i od iilged in ve 
mislyeliaviihu and had gnen ample 
demon.sitjiion ut ihe fa* t that Ik- Utk 
I'd in qualitu's of miml and character 
lUK'dcd tor the service, though I had 
cxplaini-d in full that such a decision 
would haw disastrous coiisequences 
on discipliiw and morale. /V;urn>; that 
backgiound. the government's anxidy 
ahoiii the nvakening of the discipline 
at the /Uudriny cimx^uenr uptNi rAt* 
relaxiifion of the dress regulations i\ 
iiiJet*d I'r/.v foi/i'AiVifl.’* 

HTiar Aiik/ of nun i.s Mr R5. Appu 
and why did he leave the .service? It is 
ita) simpliitic to sav that ii was a case 
of the Academy not being big enough 
for both Mr Appu and V.K. Siii^. But. 
it is true that he didn't think he could 
continue <ix director if nothing was 
done to punif^h Mr V.K. Many 

aenioc hureaucuis se*' the V.K. Singh 
affair as a culmination nf Mr Appu's 
(ighi against interference by politi¬ 
cians. Mr Appu's career revels that 
he has consistently and persistetiily (if 
a '‘bit too ego/J.sricj//y,'’ according to 
some of hi.s colleagues in the service! 
.stood up for what he thinks Is right. A 
few Aureaucrarx in Mhi felt tnar he 
fflijffhr have too (ae tn the last 
cafse. Some uf hix co//ea^ue.s even feel 
that Mr Appu's final so/uriun^his 
cx/r—ms en ansmr to his frustrathns 
with the hureaitcratic citadel in Delhi 
which IS iVhj^ earen inroirec/ua.V; hy 


pidtiKtanx 

S*ime sav it is chagrin briMJii/rt uhriui 
nitf VO much by jiiter/eriniB pottucians 
as hv /i/v-/jivred bureaucrats with 

their e.vev on the next bigger chair, 
thar acts governed by nhai winitd 
please thiwe in the ’right quartets.’ 
Ttwre is a small group of olliccrs whu 
ftvl that ihi't ime ha.s come to put their 
co//errriT hiireauiratic foot i^M’n But 
there is no miiitnv in the hureaucrasy 
yet. It K nn/v vmou/drrrnff silently. Mr 
Appu wnainhstmidfor sienething At 
the Academy, from the orohaitoner to 
the senivrmost counsellor, they wne 
all invpired hv him He is most 
uJmjied het'juv* in this age rd erwti- 
promiM' he had had the coiiragt' in 
stand film hy his principles. 

His coUvagues dest r ihr him as lUe 
traditional liberal (or M'hom civii lihcr- 
rrex. rhi* ('rrnstittiriiHi and laws urre 
lUH somi-ihiog to h(‘ lampert'tl with 
Pohtkal m^utrahty. i/npurfiu/ffv. and 
high principle* are ivy words in his 
viH'abalary And. it m.iv these toiivii*' 
truns rerun rhoufih some co/fea^iies 
ionsrder him to be loo much i*f a 
\inkhti u'huh inadt* him lesign bom 
iht- M*rvice three years amt st«ter.i/ 
imairhs ln‘fttrv his time, when others 
would '‘dt-arlv h'II their souls tor 
allothvi six months “ Att ’good’ 
hureamrais gi-r laneinorships. chair 
rnaiishifH or ur least memhei slops id 
varuws iomixini (awn/s nhen rhen 
let he. Hut 4rr rv going "home " 
S.ud one id his vollvagoes: "At the 
iic/emx y9 per ct-nt of us *%ould ha\e 
i.neJ in. / onh' /Has rhar t tsill have 
the iiN/r.r^'e ro do the same., hut 1 
think / won'r. “ 

Mr Appu i> .visit h/ivnn for hix w<»k 
in land teforms. Iiis imenlioii o^ ham 
iaai riihe hv//v. and n‘«4ri» ini .iffraiian 
r**i'rirnrs .nid rural dewlopment Hv i* 
cqiialh nvti known for sm.ill coti 



stdvialv u.'.ston'v Oiu- ot his i-ol 
leagues rtyolhhis ibal .\ii* .Irniec 
remem/icMn*; t/on he ujv i rxvr.ii Mn. 
h.n/ ~pui a sfH'tial haul asiilv foi 
me. he fcoeo / h/««' t^hiu- .iiuf niv.’ 
Aiiolher cotiv.igoe aimosi le.uiiiflv re 
memheis hose Mi Mvm y^‘r fus /ni.vre 
giindvr it-paiu’d l<o him. uheii /le 
wenr ro iV/hi Iasi no»nfh di snrre Ihv 
fact ih.il hv had .iln-.uh i.ikvii Ihv 
ilvi'ixjon lo lesigii 

There MV >ilso . 4 fipiiivniv or rhe nioie 
/ierv 4 ni.i/ijri</ "Mi Appu oiue loU/iuv 
that still slunihl ivll proh.iiioiu-is to 
pnk up thigs and take then isiicv to 
the inaikef on ihv fiisi i/js id iheir 
posiiitgas dtstrm i 7 uigi.sii.itv lu « olk-K - 
lor, A 4 i ilui r/iv hahil ol n-huig on 
iH-tuis IS neu-r iorineJ Aioi /.« rhc' 
iniita niemvahih of sahili .wri* 

t/iomr torniet/,’ a iolh'.*goe usa/ls. 
\of did All -Ippii /$ii'ooi .intone S.ini 
Mieot Ills sewoi co/leagtivs, **h'heo ho 
fust came heiv he >sa« ooirnt/ he 
e.ni«i* four ptolMt/oitvis ueiv iliildi eii 
of his fnvilds. fie luid IffeO lo ihv 
fu/spii.il win-ti llii-i oe/eiioio Sooh.ir 
be did n.ts im he rhem r<n .1 rrmef meu/ 
mr the lirst J.is, leh rh<*m 'h.n he 
isoii/h iiinore rheni on i.Minnis rni ;he 
dnrnrion of ihvir si./x .ni</y;i e ihv/ti .1 
quiet meal rhed$ti Ih'/on- ihei Ivli the 
Ac.,dviin ’ 

TbviUhvf of I qnolvi/.oh'idote .ihoril 
-Mr Appu I.s that it hen ihr rhni Akiosh 
(Jine to Miissounv. Ab and M/s Appu 
walked to if/r <nienM ihe.hiv f/e 
JihnV nv<* rhe orrnr ,.// i-u .inv 
s^nia/ r<ws 4 iriv Tht .Appiis had $t /u/it- 
time iNjtd. Mis Appu did i/iv itttrking 
Theit- iveie .i/so .Af7>n ihinrivi's ni 
adililion to the Appuiiws. (hwo/ tlwiii 
has fh.tf mi "ddlereniiarior/ uas 10 Iv 
vhimij rr>H’.it(/s /Nti/i.nMneis /loin ilic 
weaker vet t/ons 

Hts la/eei or Bilia/ slums hi.s loii 
ritiuons tusv/e nirh rhi' iNhiro.i/ /ais- 
vox. H’hini hc' n.is Invr or/eir^/ rhe povr 
(d thief secivt.it V of Hihai. he ret used 
/•et au.se he Honh/ Iw supeiwi/ing 
sorjit' 0/ hi.s I'ollvagiies When he wa.s 
fffvssed ro do .mi in iur“ rn h'ai/Mwn 
Thakurs j^oternmeni. in* iv vi/fifiovet/ 
to have laid down n-ii.itff iond/unns- 
piisnt/gs and transfci s to kty dvfiait- 
mt-nts were ro be in h/sth.ii ge U*hen, 
*n fact, this was nor doov. hr rt signed 
and tvuv wh m IJelhi as addiuiaiaf 
vet reran' in the <iy'ri<*n//ioe niinivi/ v.— 
H’lrh a hs> of Hs yg/ m s^tl.uv $*nd. 0/ 
ttwjrxf. hiss of po ivi-f I It IS was nor the 
first time that Ah Appu had dil/t-r 
encex uirh his fnilttu a/ luissv.s Hut the 
citmax of r/tis tussle it.<v leaihmr wiih 
the V'. K >»in|,'h .diaii 

Mr A^pu Will nah h.n c all ihe riinu 
tv teita to his lost'v in Hang-i/orv and 
wfiu- all the /a ails ho fi/.nis ro ivhi/e 
some toi/e.i*jne' will #ierhatot rahi- the 
cue from him and learn fo miv a 
definite *‘no"—even it ii hut is Atidhu 
Jain spoke lo Mi Appu iii iHihi. short 
Iv after he tesignvil .is ilu- diU’Cioi of 
the Lai Bahadui Shasiii Atademy at 
Mus.sotine. ^ ^ 



Wiil WHJ return to yuur 
0 job if vail are a.sire^ to? 

A; My Aood^ wagun 
# already hmked. U was in 
fact booked on 2S Febru* 
ary from Musftourie to Bangalore and I 
am not asking for any canceJIatiuns. 

Q: But if you are asked by "hifiber 
aut/ionries .will you return tv the 
civil sarvke? 

A; That is a hypothetical qoeMion. I 
don't know...Of course. I do warn lo 
tend to my roses in Bangalore 

Q: I believe that V. K. Smgh. the lAH 
probationer, met you after you de¬ 
cided to duxt anu told you that he 
vfould resign if fbet would prevent yuu 
from /earing. 

A: No, 1 never met him after Novem* 
ber. Of course, I did see htm in the 
badminton court in the third week of 
October. This was after the incident. 

Q: There are some who beJiere rAar 
rfie incident whnh iperked off your 
deciston to resign was lost the fmal 
straw on rhe camel's back in your fight 
wOtfl interfering pofirrcitni. In feet, 
is the reel issue the poiirieian versus 
the bureeuerai.’ 

A* In my decision, I am not repre* 
senting the IAS or something like that. 

1 believe in our system. It is the 
prerogative of the minister to pess 
orders. The adviser has to advise about 
the proa and cotA. 

0< Tes. but your record in Bihar 
shows that there have been many 
showdowns with the politicians, you 
•have always stuck to your guns. For 
instance, in 1978 over the arbitrary 
suspension of the cfeve/ppment officer 
of secondary education by die minister 
•of cooperation. 

A; If a civil servant has serious 
reservations, he can only twit or ask 
for a transfer. The minister's order has 
to be obeyed, but if what he does is 
illegal, the civil servant should refuse 
(to carry out the order); he should 
advise the minister. If the matter is 
important, the options open for the 
civil servant are to take leave, ask for 
a transfer or. in the end, to resi^. If 
you give only pleasant advice it is not 
fair either to yourself or to the 
minister. 

Q.* Coming back to the Academy, 
there have been cases of dninkerr 
behaviour in the pesr. / have jusr been 
to Afusaoun'e and was told that even 
directors were seen, well, tipsy, and 
probationers have in the past been far 
worse than Mr V, K. Singh. The wine 
shop at Library i^inr has probationers 
.amongst its best and consistent ms* 
roiners. 

A: 1 really don't know what hap* 
pened in the past. The first question 
relates to being drunk in public There 
is a difference Mtween drinking alco¬ 
hol and being drunk in a public place 

Q: You mean like Portia, nor only do 
you have to he above reproach but to 
be seen to be above reproach... 

A: To be drunk and to brandish a 
weapon are. totally different thin|\ 

Q: But isn't drunkenness a fairly 
normal thing in India? Purely in Bihar 
you must have come across worse 
cases of drunken behaviour? 


Bihaiis are just like anyone 
else—neither stupid nor 
backward, but as intelligeni 
as anyone else. I have had 
a fine innings in Bihar 



At Drunkenness is nor a problem in 
Bihar. 1 did not come across drunkards 
amongst politicians in Bihar and I had 
never cone across it in public in the 
Academy. It is not s question of oot 
allowing people to dnnk; people can 
do what (Key like in their own rooms. 

Q: The girl whom V. K. Sin^ 
threatened with a revolver is suppo^ 
to have called him a ‘‘sruoid diunken 
Bihari'" dunng the trekiing eirpe<b* 
rion. Some of the probaiiooers say that 
this was not the first lima that he was 
told this. Don't you tbmk (bat there is 
something much deeper behind V. K 
Singh’s behaviour? 

At I don't think chat this had any* 
thing 10 do with boys versus girls. It is 
petnaps more a questiooof urban ver* 
sus rural: St Stephen's versus* the 
rural, for instance. But this is not a 
serious matter. 

Q: There is another worrying aspect 
about the V. K. Singh affair. The first 
new spa per report abour rhis appeared 
on I March with a Faroe datafine. it 
said that Mr V. K. Singh had attem 
ted to rape a (eilow probationer. Toe 


The fears that some 
bureaucrats have are im* 
agtr>ary—fears that they 
will be transferred, penal¬ 
ised or harassed it they 
don't fall in iin6...Political 
Interference is a two-way 
process. Usually, the in* 
terf erence is with persons 
willing to be interfered with 



mr of the press cooimucd along the 
same tines until the Statasman in its 7 
March edition gave the real storv. And 
even than, ihc press didn’t rpa/iy try to 
correct the wrong impression. Don\ 
you rbink that Av Singh, whom most 
bureaucrats balwve should have been 
dismissed anyway, has gone for the 
wrong reasons? 

A: I was upset by ihai story. It was 
highiv exaggerated There was no re- 
port from toe district inagii.tr.jte or the 
police but in my reputt there was no 
mention of molesution. Mr V. K. Sin^sh 
did nnr go on the basis of the Timr.v of 
India report of 1 March. 

Q: yes, bur is Mr V. K. Singh’s wife 
going to heiieve him? How is he going 
to face her or his old ivlleagues in the 
foreign service to which he haa been 
reveited,^ The public has rn<‘d him ibr 
rhe HTTing reasons. IVas rhe first srory 
a pJanf? Could it be the case of the 
bhumihar lobby versus the thAkur lob¬ 
by in Bihar, since the story emanated 
from Biherand V. JC. Hingh crimes fro/n 
Bihar? 

A: It ik possible. 

Q: What wet your react ion to the 
■nnouncemeiir in ParUamvni to dis¬ 
miss Mr V K. Singh from the IAS? 

A: My reaction was that it was the 
right thing (to do). 

Q: And whar we* the reactiun of 
your cuiieagues in the Avrvice? 

A: I have not spoken in many col* 
leagues. But the service to have 
approciaiad the decision. 

Q: Yfas Ibis whole affair a cidminj 
rion of the fight between Mr Appu and 
the governmeni.’ Were yuu nngiy ah 
our the fact that no des'won was being 
taken on your recommendation? 

A: I don't know what you mean. 

Q: Did you resign hecau.se you wunteri 
to stand up for the right thtng? 

ft I don't see it like ^ai. There was 
a good practical reason for taking a 
stand. It would haw been diiticult to 
run the Academy If iho decision had 
not been taken against him. 

Q: Was discipline suffering? 

A: There was a feeling that you 
could get away with everything. 

Q: Were the women probationers 
frightened or threaten^ by V. K. 
Singh after the incident? 

A: Yes,*son3e of them were. Did you 
talk lo any of the probationers? 

Q: Only a few. Most of them said 
that they were not allowed to speak to 
the press. Do you feel that they should 
have? 

A: rd have had no objection. It is a 
public duty. The public have a right to 
know how instilutions are run. 

Q: Some of your colleagues in rhe 
service say that you have always had 
differences with your poiiricai bosses, 
is that true? 

A: 1 have never suffered, never been 
victimised in the past 30 years. Before 
this posting I was abroao, at Harvard 
(USAl. 1 came back and vnthin a week 
I got this posting. I went happily. 

Q: Bur was not Bihar a difficult state 
to work in? 

A: Biharii are just like anyone 
else—neither stupid nor backward, 
but as intelligent as anyone else. I 
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hiv« had B fine innings ia Bihar. 

Q: In « country when caste plays 
such $n imporiant role ia rhe lives of 
people, how do you train a civil ser< 
vani to he objective and above caste 
considerations? 

A: We emphasise political neutral* 
)ty« professional compere oce and im* 
partiality. People coma from diifaraat 
strata but we put them through the 
same experiences. 

Q: How do you train a civil servant to 
stand up to his pcUtical bosses if they 
ere rold lo do romething wrong.’ 

A: We try to tell them that the> 
should stand by the Constitution and 
by the rule of the law. The fears that 
some bureaucrats have are imagin' 
ary—fears that they will be transjer* 
red, penalised or harassed if they don't 
fall in line. And anyway, even if you 
are transferred you ^ get your rravelL 
ing allowance. 

Q: But you must admit that more 
and more bureaucrats are fulitng in 
line, and that your case is an esetp 
tion. 

A; Thirty years ago ir was easier to 
stand up to something wrung. When I 
first joined the service^ transfers were 
infrequent' two to three years in a 
place at least. Bur now In some states a 
g<K)d time is spent in transfers—espe* 
dally if vou have not pleased a certain 
boss. 

<?: What about poiirkai mtorference? 

A: Political mtereference is a ivro* 
way priKi'ss. Usually, the interference 
is wiili persons willing to be interfered 

with. 

Q: Ate Unlay's bureaiierars more 
wmpliabh? 

A; No, The vnuTiger pwple ere not 
any different. But ii i$ part uf a 

t .eneral trend. We are, as a people, a 
irtle timid. We don’t stand up.. 

Does an MS officer, these days, 
have to be a martyr or except/ona/fy 
honest? A pmltatiorter almost fresh 
out of college is suddeniy vntrusted 
with a for of power and not a smalt 
amouru of temptatton. 

A; You mean noblesse oblige If he 
has been given the trust, he must live 
up to it. But he does nol have to he a 
martyr or a Gandhi—just an ordinary 
cirisen. You don't need to be Super¬ 
man for this. 

Q: A well-known aspect about the 
Academy is that every July prospec¬ 
tive in-laws come up with their daugh 
ters and brief cases MI of money... 

A: You mean dowry shopping. The 
mercenary spirit is quite hi^. mny of 
the probetioners look ft^erd lo fat 
dowries. After eJJ who are these peo> 
pie? They represent a cross section M 
our people. 

Q: But how is someone who has 
accepted dowry able to enforce urr* 
dowry laws for others? 

A: You have a point there, but not 
everybody does (accept dowry). 

Q: Are you disrressed by the increas¬ 
ing corruption and nepotism? 

A: Vm not sure whether things will 
improve or become worse. 1 am net a 
pessimist. I am a realist,! have faith in 
the raitUenca and in the essential 
goodness of our people. 


I have never suffered, nev¬ 
er been victimise in the 
past 30 years 


Q. How do you teach a probatjooer 
to handle power? 

A: We try to teach him that power 
should be used for public good and not 
for his greater glory. He shouM kmk 
upon this as a great opportunity iu do 
SMnething useful. 

2 ' Bui the IAS officer is treated tike § 
aai-God in mail states. Isn't he? 
A: It depends on the state. In Gu* 
jarat, for instance, the civil servant 
functions as he would in a parliamen- 
lary democracy. But there are some 
states with a strong feudal hentage 
where you may consider them (IAS 
oHkersi to be maharajas. 

Do you think that more bureaucrais 
should have rural backervtmds since, 
as you have said, the focus is on the 
problems of the rural areas? 

A: Those from rural areas are not 
necessarily friends of the poor. The 
bulk IS drawn from the upper classes 
of rural areas who art often the 
oppressors of the poor. 

Q: You mean the kulaks? 

A: 1 would not use that word. It has 
other connotations. But. there are 
many fine fellows with urban bKk* 
grounds with empaihy for the po<w. 

Q: Could we get baefe to the question 
of the pohtician versus the 
bureaucrat? 

A: I am nor opposed to poliikiaru at 
all. The politicien should be in the 
driver's seat. He sets the course. The 
hureiucrat helps and assists him. 

Q: But what if he puts the car in 
reverie gear or hcadt for disaster? 

A: Ydu can jump off. If you don’t 
agree you can advise him about the 
right ttiiog. and if he still persists you 
can part rompany. 

Q: Are you sad that you are going? 
A: Yes. we were functioning like a 
team, f had a nice team and I was a 
happy captain. I am sorry about the 
breakup 

Q: Vo you think that the civil ser 
vaol should go to the preas? According 
to the rules he is not supposed rp. 

A: The press has a duly. The civil 
servant has to advise the press if it is a 
question of a higher du^. Our ulti' 
mete master is toe MbUc. Both the 
politician and the clvu servant have to 
serve them. 

Q: Id the long mo who really rules, 
the mimsrer or the bureaucrat^ 

A: Tes, and no. The bureaucrat still 
wields a Ini of power Koo«vle<lge is 
power. He can wad or mislead the 
minister and ultimately bring him 
round to hit point. 


Even 15 years ago I would 
have resigned over this 
issue 


0. Many bureaucrats appear to be 
fed up with ptditical jnreifarMce and 
are tenving the service. Are things 
going from had to worse? 

.\ Tile bureaucrac y is no weirse'ban 
ir was Jl) years ago. More people ire 
resigning ikvw bot ause it is easier to do 
so. Now, you van leave after 20 years 
and still cam a pension. (However) 
working cundiuons are more difficult 
now. 

(J Wiutlil you Have resigned 15 
years ago over this issue? 

A That iii vary difficult to answer 
(pause). Bur, yes, 1 would have done 
the MAC. 

Q: What gives you the strength to 
resign. You are said to be the first 
bureaucrat to “go home"*; others have 
left for more lucrative jobs elsewhere, 
or 'just asked for transfers. 

A: My strength lies in the fact that I 
have no cummitmenu. I have a grown¬ 
up son, aged 26, who ts well settled 
and a wife quite prepared to put up 
with and face everyining. 

0- Then should a bureaucrat be like 
a priest, a refJ bate.’ 

A: Yes, It helps. It does. 

Q: There are some coffeaguer of 
yours who feel that when vou d< ’uSed 
10 resign over the V.X Singh rsfue, 
y»4i decided to take everyone with 


A: (Until now, he is a very calm, 
unprovoked bureaucrat. But now ha 
changes hih posMion, and hi$ voica 
acquires a slight quiver to it.) Kmm 
the beginning 1 said Til go and every¬ 
one else will have to decide fur h n- 
self, accurding iu -his own circumst¬ 
ances and perceptions. Two of my 
colleagues came to me end asked me jf 
they should also leave I was clear In 
my mind But ii is wrong for me to 
advise mhers. 

(Three of his colleagues in the 
Academy have, m fact, asked to be 
reverted to their home states. Though 
the reason given is that they were 
ready for supunime scales, the real 
reiMin was to leave with the captain of 
the shio.) 

Q: Even after the press reports 
appeared, whv drdn'r the senior offi¬ 
cials try to find out what really hap¬ 
pened on that trekking trip and raSe 
any action on it? 

A: Notody asked for en explanation. 
Personal exptarience tells me people 
often fear ihelr own shadows. 

Q: IVbo were the peo^e who influ¬ 
enced you? 

A: I never had any heroes, 

Q: Bur you must have read books. 
.Surely there must be some people who 
impressed you. 

A; When I was a boy I wasimprassad 
by Mahatma Gandhi and JawaharUl 
Nehru But that didn’t endure after 
adolescence. I don’t like any single- 
man or writer...! now read books on 
economic development and sociology. 

0: How do you react to all the 
pubfjcity you are now getting? You are 
becoming something of a cejebrity. 

A; These people keep coming (the 

E »hone had not stopped ringing), fdon’t 
ike it. I don’t want to be a politician. 1 
Just want to fade away. ■ 
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The Fetna bridge hoax 


Cn 2 March 1962, Mrs Gandhi, accompanied by her son Rajiv Gandhi, officially 
‘ opened" the "longest river bridge ever made by man." A full page newspaper 
advertisement was released to mark this "golden day in the history of Bihar.” A 
ot of fanfare was orchestrated by Bihar’s never-out-of*trouble chief minister 
Ja ^annath Mishra. The truth is that the opening was a hoax: the bridge is still not 
ready, and nobody is quite sure when it will finally open to tramc. 


a A gar ytk taaashM hiio 

A tn main BUur nahi 
y ^ aungi (If iucb 
tamasHas iiaaa, 

W|]] QCVCr COBM tQ 

r^ stern a mub ts 
*3 lidira Gandhi 
1 J. The ntfl at (he 
recnvmg end was riher chief minister 
Dr Jacannsth MJsbra, at Patna airport. 
Whet nsd upeei the f^tne Uiaister on 
(his "golden day in tbe history ol 
Bihar" ? The attitude of her panymen 
whe bed Lome to welcome Iw on her 
visit tv the state for (he purpose e( 


Bihai)." It was 
PriAt Minister 
could pve to 


tmning the "longest* river bridM in 
M wo^ld. So iaceoMd was Mrs uan* 
dhi chit she simply i '^ored the CM 
mod the red carpet laid out for her and 
walked to a jeep parked naarbv. Fol* 
lewiai her wart eon lUjiv Gandhi and 
his wda. Seni*. The Jevp would take 
her to an lAF baUcopier which would 

K ' f out for the inauguration of the 
tma Candhi Setu 

And this is where tbe real fun be* 
giM. Ko one knows if the PM is 
•ware of it or not, but the bridge she 
"opened* on 2 March with so much 
fanfare has still not been opened to 


tbe public for tbe simple raasan that it 
is not complete yeti 
The huge advertisemants that the 
Bibar goveminent published to tell the 
world that the bridge bad bean com 
plated were lies. It ts not yet certain 
weeks after 2 bdarcb, when it will be 
possible to make the bridge function 
al. The railiw have yet to be made 
and tbe two-iane traakweys era no 
yet complete. Nevertheless, the adver 
tisement issued by Dr Mishra!i govern 
Bent trumpeted ; "With lakhs of too 
nes of steel and camast concretajwitb 
thousands of hands of labour tolling 


The ifji riJT Jl'afiatme GamAf Sato wUet was insugurKad with to aucb lanfata by ACrs Gandhr oa 2 March; nilingi and 
ptfKttgrways fur pvJesirfins are yer to be made 











TAe Gandhi Setu <ma from a dutUKO. Tbo pl»oto$faph takan mmodiatoly oftor the ineugaratiM by Mrs Gandhi, hhtfws 

constrociton work in prognsa 



d«y und nifiu, the preatigioys MAh«t« h«ppy and prosperous «n for tbe 
ma Gandht Setu at a land* people of Bihar." 

mark in the history of modern Bihar. But it was not so happy aooccasion 
The Setu is a symbol of human im* for some farmers. The ^acre grounds 
agination, labour, cooperation, cour* on which the ihaaiants for the inau> 
age and determination ; and, above al4 guraiion function had been con* 
supreme sacrifice where 16 precious structed had been mowed bare of 
lives were hsi. The Setu combines the standing wheat crops, the worth of 
rich granary of north Bihar with the which has not been calculated but wiU 
industrially rich south Bihar, the toil* be very high. Tbe fannen were paid a 
jng labour of the south with the em^ pdtry Rs 640 per acre as compmse- 
tionaily charged people of the north, lion Perhaps Mrs Gandhi was una* 
Not only is it a symbol of economic ware of the nas to the fannars because 
cooperation but ifso of emotional in* after cutting the red ribbon, in her 
tvgretion. The Setu means a new, yeoch {lasting about ten minutos ) she 

Mrs Gandhi curs (he red ribbon to open (he Afshainia Gsedbi Setu at tha Bejipvf 
end. Beside her is Veerendn Pehi and bttmd him Candhi (in darkgtaiaei): 

was Mrs Gandhi aware that the hndge wts ineemptete^ 


day and night, the prestigious Mahal* 
ma Gandhi Setu at Paina...is a land* 
mark In the history of modem Bihar. 
The Setu is a symbol of human im* 
agination, labour, cooperation, cour* 
age and determination ; and, above al4 
supreme sacrifice where 1€ precious 
lives were lost. The Setu combines the 
rich granary of north Bihar with the 
industrially rich south Bihar, the toil* 
jng labour of the south with the em^ 

rinnkllw rharMH fWAnl* aI rh« nnrth 


perous era 


• Uhls .SA HWI 

'3^' ammSmam 
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The fuU-pait newspaper adwtisamant 
aanauoeSag the inauguration 


said, ironically, that bar govemmant 
was trying to do Its ^st to ensure 
economic and social justice to all sec* 
dons of the people. 

Thousands of people hid bean 
rounded up from nearby villages of 
Patna. Vaishali, Musaffarpur and 
Saran districts for ihe opening cere* 
ttony. lo i press conference soon after 
the opening of the bridge, Mr Karpoori 
Thakur, the leader of the opposltioo in 
tbe Biber Assembly, said that more 
than fU 60 lakhs had been spent for 
tranaponing thepeople for the open* 
itig ceremony. There was the eadad 
incentive for slate government 
‘^ployees : a public holiday bad been 
diKured in Patna and the susrounding 
areas so that they could se« tbe Prime 
Minister dedicating the bridge to the 
nation. 

The "longest" Setu also took the 
longest time lo construa. Mrs Gandhi 
had herself laid the foundation stone 
ia Putoa lo June 1970, but coostme* 
tion started only in 197^ Engtneeri 
and contractors had aaaui^ the peo* 
pie than ihet the bridge would be 
completed by 1971. But even today, in 




while, over tbe/aara,tha construction 
costs laapr up from Rs 2J.S crores fo 
Ri 46.S croraa. ■ 


Pr>olO0riphB by K. M, KISHAN 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


‘India’s spoilt genius’ 

R. C. Dwivedi, who was Firaq's literary secretary, and Anil Saari recount 

the life and times of Firaq Gorakhpur! 


I ndjj'i $poilt This is how 

Firaq Gorakbpun was ben 
known to the general public dur¬ 
ing the last two decMes of hU 
life. This observation was atcri 
buied to Mahatma Gandhi, in fact 
erroneously, but it was quickly be* 
lieved because in the years after inde¬ 
pendence Firaq became a lejtend. The 
po«i» in fact, b^ame more important 
then his puetry in modern India, where 
both Urdu and poetry are at a dis* 
count. 

Irumcally enough, it was only during 
this phase of his colourful life that 
Firaq^s work was finally accorded the 
siatus it deserved. It was in the early 
Sixties in Pakistan that a Khool ol 
critics first mooted the idea that Firaq 
was one of the greatest Urdu poets 
after Ghalih. Till than, in India, con* 
servative literary critics refus^ to 
accept him m the same class as'Josh 
Malinabadi and Fair Ahmad Faia, who 
were regarded as the greatest UrdM 
poets of our time. So vehemeot was 
this bias. tKar one veneraUe critic 
dared to ask, “What else is there in 
Firaq's poetry apari from chul9<hMkki 
(the kitchen and the grindstone) and 
stray thoughts from Vedantic philoso- 


p^?” Firaq’s answer was simple. 
'‘There is noihitu si^ificant in life 
apart from the cnu/a-cliakiri and the 
Vedanta." 

‘'Literature is brilliant illiteracy.*' 
Firaq once declared. It was with such 
seemingly ambiguous perceptions that 
Firaq rocked the fragile, precious 
poses of old world Urdu academics and 
cntics, so influenced by Daag and iha 
lAJckoow school of poetry that they 
could not see beyond (Juf (the garden) 
and buibul <rbe robin j. Firaq was the 
first Urdu poet whose vision incorpo¬ 
rated the Vedas and ibe Uparushads 
and juxtaposed it to seemingly mun¬ 
dane household mores and customs: to 
children plaving in (be courtyard, to 
housewives drying their hair in the sun 
or hanging the laundry on the line. AU 
this was a far cry from the rose-tinted 
gardens and mafkAaoe (bars) of the 
Lucknow tradition. Nor. for that mat¬ 
ter, did Firao allow his political beliefs 
(0 prompt nini into revolutionary, 
nationalist stances which made prog 
ressive writers <o popular during the 
freedom movement. 

Indeed, unlike the* darlings of the 
MusAaira. Firaq was never a populist 
celebrity. It was not his intention to 


firao ‘s wife. Kiihon Den 


her Awsbend'r fece fee the tint time ia Zi years 


shock or tease the audience or play on 
the surface of its emotions. During the 
early years it was only within the 
closed circle of contemporaries like 
Josh Malihabadi and Majaas that 
Firaq’s true voice was understood and 
recognised. Apart from the phllo- 
>hjc strain that dominated his serfsi- 



ility, it took the avera^ connoisseur 
of Urdu poetry a little time to compre¬ 
hend that with Firaq. Urdu's first 
nature poet had arhv^. A poet who 
would not be satisfied with allusive 
references to rivers and mountains but 
one who introduced to the Urdu tradi¬ 
tion the nuances of physicality, the 
tangible pres^ce and smell of earth, 
often inspired by images from every* 
day life. 

While the iaieUectuality of Firaq's 
poetry may restrict its mass apprecii* 
tion, legends about Firaq the man 
spread to all corners of the country. 
Like Ghalib before him. anecdotes and 
jokes about him, many apocryphal and 
many creatures of Firaq’s own love to 
sh«k the dainty tensibilities of the 
cultured Indian, are legion. At one 
particular Musheire the poets had 
been requested tv stand and recite 
their verses. But Pireq refused to get 
up. When a section of the audience 
repeatedly asked him to stand, Firaq 
replied, "The cord tying my pyjamas 
has broken. Now that you know it. will 
you still insist that 1 stand uo and 
read?" He had no respect at all for the 
social affetiations and taboos of his 
age, and because of thU often inspired 
the more daring of the young. Some 
years ago, on a cold winter evening at 
Delhi, when poets had gathered for the 
annual DCM MusAatra. a poetess Fried 
to embarrass him by alluding to his 
well known homosexuality. She went 
up TO him and said. "Muioor, if you are 
feeling cold I con offer you the warmth 
between my thighs,” Firaq looked her 
stra^ht in ^e eyes and without a 
second’s hesitation replied, poker 
faced. "NeUher warmth nor cold mean 
anything to me anymore." 

Among the most famous anecdotes 
about him ore,his savage attacks on 
pseudos, dilettantes and self- 
proclaimed mtellecTuoU. His impati* 
eace with these plodders is typified by 
his reply to an iuvitacion to a gal* 

S her of scholars. "I do not sit with 
irs, only vrith vrisa men," Fireq 
told the messenger, and went to chat 
with hii gordaner. On another occa¬ 
sion, as a youag poet recited his work, 
Firaq interruptM him and said one 
CMipIat read out by thtpoei was from 
one of his owA poems. Ine ^ung man 
explained that scttethnei ideas held 


by differ^t pwple “collided” wicb 
each otlw. "That's true." eiclaimed 
Piraq. "1 can understand that a cycle 
collides with a cycle, a car with a car; 
but It is not poaiible to accept that a 
cycle should get into the way of an 
aeroplane." 

Piraq enjoyed verbal duels with his 

C rers and aid not enjoy himaelf less if 
r lost out. Majaas once had the better 
of him! When Pirao asked Majau why 
he bad closed his Icabab Majaas 
replied. **I had to close the Jrsbat^shop 
bKtuse you stopped iwpplyuig the 
meat." But nor even the winy Majaas 
could outdo the Inadvertent humour of 
one of Firaq’s servants, s peenhom 
straight Irani the villsee. Ht used to 
listen to King recite his poems in the 
singsong style once very popular with 
Urdu poets. One day he came to Piraq 
with folded hands and said. "Sir. you 
sing so well that it is my wish that you 
come and sing at ny wedding. Don't 
pay ms e month's wages, let that be 
your fee,” piraq burst oui laughing. He 
was truly beaten. As a raconteur end 
conversationeliit, Piraq would be 
churning out new jokes everyday. This 
in turn prompted others to append 
their own tags to his and so bepn a 
popular nrsg iDthology of jokss, 
whose pages would open whenever 
people sp^e of Urdu poets and poet¬ 
ry. But many of the Jokes churned put 
hy the popular Piraq factory have 
little semblance to Firag's unique 
style 

No matter how crude. vitriolK or 
abusive he became, he was always 
making a specific intellectual point, 
offering a perception all hit own. A TV 
interviewer once asked him to single 
out the one verse in Surdas's pwtry 
that Piraq liked the most. Piraq turned 
round and asked the interviewer to 
tell him which wave of the river 
Canges the interviewer had liked best 
at Allahabad. Ac Aligarh once, during 
a discussion on history and musk, a 
university professor (old Firaq not to 
argue with him on a particular topk 
because he, the professor, had read so 
many books on the subject—and the 
professor spread out his hands to sug* 

E est a volume of space, piraq spread 
is hands even wider and oeclared, 
"On this subject 1 have thought so 
much more ” 

Firaq's emerunce as the central 
character of jokes and anecdotes be> 
pan during his early years at a lecturer 
m the English department of Allaha¬ 
bad university. Hii dassaiaie and focr 
mer vice<hancellor at Allahabad. Mr 
Amar Hath Jha, figures in a number of 
these anecdotes, fome true and some 
concocted. But there is no truth in the 
anecdote that tm that when Firaq 
and Anar Nsth Jha were te sit fer the 
MA examination in English Utersture, 
Piraq was called by the heed of the 
departsieni and told m drop that year. 
The head told Piraq: you and Jha are* 
equally good, if you dr^ this year. Jha' 
can top the list this year aae you c»o^ 
top the list next year, to which Piraq is 
said ce have replied that if Jha was 
afraid he could give the exams next 
year. Thai, the story says, is what Jha 
did. The punchline of the anecdote is 
that Jha wont on to become the vice* 





Firaq's lasr years were very ioaefy 

chancellor of the university while 
Firaq reiirad as a common lecturer. 
The fact is that Firaq and Amar Naih 
Jha were classmates only during the 
BA course. While Jha did hU MA fnim 
Allahabad university, Piraq took his 
master's degree from Agra university. 

Controversies surrounded his liter¬ 
ary career from its very beginning. 
During bis early veers be ran against 
the prejudice of oribodoi Muslim 
acadvoucums who would not concede 
that a young Hindu boy from Gorakh¬ 
pur — R^upetl Sahai alias Piraq— 
could aspire to the upper echelons of 
the Urdu Literary world. WhJe this 
prejudice petered out over the years, 
Fimq became embroiled in a running 
battle with the sarred cows of modern 
Hindi IKeraiurc. At the very peak of 
his poetic career. Firaq launched a 
crusade against modem Hindi poets. 
He was c<mvinced that those who 
wrote in Khan Bofi should be fought 
and banished. Modern Hindi poetry, 
he argued, was written in a languiM 
that was nbt used at hmne, eithW vy 
the common people or by the iotef- 
ligentsia. It was an attempt to write 
po e try with the help of a dktionary. he 
said. This was the beginning of a long 
feud between Firaq and the n^ern 
Indian iitteraieurs who put him bn the 
sbeH and form all about him. Ihat b 
one reason vmy Firaq'i influence over 
tody's generation M poets in north 
India is not eaaiiy discernible, even 
though his indirect influence is con* 
siderable, roecially in the. emphasis on 
elaments of aciaphysics and p^oso- 
in modern Hindi and Urdu poetry. 

Bui for all hb poetic sensitivtty and 
all hb ifltellecTual eolightenment, 
Firaq diwiayed an impossible attitude 
where his wife was eoocerned. 
Whether it was because of Firaq's 
violent temper or hb wife's plainness, 
after hb maniage hb personal life fell 
span. For years before she left him in 
195g, (wbra she returned to Gorakh¬ 
pur to live with her parents) Firaq 
refused to eachange even a with 
her. They lived la carefully demar¬ 
cated poriio&s of their house on the 
AllabiDad uarrersity campus, where 
Piraq was a leccurv m English. Firaq 
looked after the maisrul needs of fais 


wile and children, but it was a dis- 
•struus erpenence for the couple. The 
suspre woman just did nut know how 
to cope with the impatient, erring 
genius. A friend once asked him to 
take a lesson from Lord Rama, who 
conimued to love Sita even though he 
had 10 send her into exile, Firaq asked 
hb friend. "Was Sita as ugly as my 
wife?" To which, his friend replied 
that a person could not change her 
looks. "Well, then." retorted Piraq, "1 
can’t change myself either." Me said 
he hated his wife for her ugliness, but 
when they were young, he did not 
deprive her of her conjuul ri^ts, 
arguing that he had no riwt toTrus- 
true her physical needs. DMtuse of 
his cruel indifference to his wife and 
hii hoffloaeaualjty.Firaq was popularly 
taken to be a misogynist. In truth, he 
was no woman hater but a man obses¬ 
sed with idealistic fantasies of femi- 
niDe beauty which find their best 
expressioD In the Aubi^js of the sequ¬ 
ence he titled Rooff (form). 

Estranged from his wife, Firaq was 
almost totally dependent on his per¬ 
sonal servants. Many of those who 
worked for him, however, served only 
brief (enures, umible to bear his tan¬ 
trums and bis temper He was also 
exploited by some of (he wilier ler* 
vants in hb employ, one of whom sold 
off a large portum of Firaq's personal 
library to tne raddiwa/fah (tne Junk¬ 
man). But when some veeri ago r Iraq 
fell seriuwaly 111 , a former faithful 
decided to come back to his idiusyn- 
cradc master and during his last yean 
Piraq depended more on this young 
man. 32-ytar-old Fanna Lai Patel, than 
ha had avar depended on anybody in 
his life. 

Piraq was born on 2b August 1896 at 
Gorakhpur, the eldest sori of Munshi 
Gorakh Prasad Ibrat, who had a 
flourishing legal practice and who was 
also a poet himself. After finishing 
s^ool at Gorakhpur. Firaq came to 
Allahabad for his intermediate and 
undergraduate vaan. On taking his BA 
degree, he sat for,iha Provinaal Civil 
Service and was selected but did not 
join. Instead, he was caught in the tide 
of nationalism which swept the coun¬ 
try duri^ 'Mahatma Gandhi's oon- 
cooperation movement. Pandit Motilal 
Nehru’s bungalow, Anand Bhavan, 
now became nis residence and Firaq 
became part td the circle headed tw 
Pandit Jewaharlal Nehru, Pandit 
Gobind Ballabh Pant. Maulane Abul 
Xaiam Asa^ Mr C. R- Das, Mr Rafi 
Ahmed Ridwai and Hafu Ibrahim. 
Politically, he was a social democrat, 
ideologksdly opposed to capitalism, 
but above all a nationaUst. Pandit 
MotiU! Nehru once wanted him to 

become his sacratsry, but Piraq 
avoided that role like the plague. At 
that very early age he made up bb 
ttiod not to seek a career in poll ties, 
though his closest friends were politi¬ 
cians. Partly because Firaq was to lose 
the company of the friends of hb 
youth in the years afier 1947, Firaq's 
adult life beceme increesingly lonely, 
but it only provoked him to become 
more end more individualistic. 

Firaq is survived by his widow and 
two daughters and a brother 
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D. V. Krishna has fashioned his own remarkable "science” out 0/disciplines 
like palmistry, astrology. graphicoJogy. numerology and vasthushastra and 
discovered that luck is nothing but a grand harmony 0/ all matters. Restore 
the harmony and luck will return to you. ANITA PRATAP spoke to him in 

Madras. 


N obel Ifturest* phyticiit Sir 
Ned I Bohr, had a hocicihof 
nailed i>n (he door of hii 
house. When a surprised 
gueit a»ked. “Surely you 
iren'l lupereritious (o believe in 
aoneihoes?” Sir Neils replied, 
Whether I believe in it or not, iVi 
supposed to bfinjt luck." Is rherc any* 
tiuni called lucb^ 11 (here Is. then 
what ii i( that brings luck? As French 
.pleywnahi Jean Cocteau put it,*Xer* 
^taialy there is luck. How else does one 
fxplem (he success of those whom one 
wtt nor like?" 

As for 46-year-old D. V. Krishna of 
Madras, luck is something one can 
etrive for. And ha is in (be obsiBcss of 
selling luck. According to him. luck is 
nothing but harmony, and harmony is 
aomethinp that can 1^ achieved by the 
synchroniKd conjunction of the cor¬ 
rect graphic value, nunscrlcal vibra¬ 
tions, symbols, colour refractions and 
astrological factors that govern a per¬ 
son. If there is no clash among these 
factors, luck is yours for the asking. 
Krishna charges Rs 750 per assign¬ 
ment. 

He has his own reasons for Adolf 
Hitler's defeat. The Swastika svmbol 
adopted by the Nails was 'female.* its 
rotation being anti-clockwise. This 
kind of atovemem is lethal, destined to 
wreak havoc, dragging (be user to a 
crushing defeat. The Swastika used by 
the Hindus is 'male* as It rotates 
clockwise, and is thereby lucky. 

On 19 February 1960, D. V. Krishna 
started, in Madras, an exclusive studio 
called 'Vibraiions'^probably the first 
of its kind in the world. His custooters 
are invariably jinxed businessmen or 
iU-fated corporate organisations for 
whom he evMves a mystic design so as 
CO hannonisa the disparate occult Jac- 
(ors. After incorpovatiag the newly 
designed logo and symbol oo their 
latterbeads, fialtlng cards, eovalepee, 
etc. all bis clients hive met with 
prosperity. 

To illustrate, Mr Dee, (not bis real 
nima) i fail ^ing eaacutlve with a 
suUiAatlona) phamaceutical com* 
pw3f, daetdad to float hii own com* 
pwy. fCa bad gU the Ingradiaiiti for 




This symbol rnmOes three pfaaefs— 
Mercury, (he Moon and (be Sun 



che classic success'fonnula: experi¬ 
ence, subitantial family wealth and 
(he clout to wean away some of the 
finest officials of the parent concern. 
His business limped to a start. Six 
months later it was crippled The ven¬ 
ture was hacking away huge portions 
of hit inherited wealth with obenlutely 
no returns. On the verge of suicide, Mr 
Das met an old family friend who 
suggested he meet Krishna. Das hud 
always scoffed at such supersiitious 
junk. But a cornered, desperate man is 
willing to try anything. So he trundled 
off to meet Krishna. Six months later, 
bis business started spewing nut cash. 
The trickle of profits swelled to u 
torrent in a ^ar*s time. 

How did Krishna's intervention turn 
(he tide of fortune? One of the reasons 
for Krishna's success with his clients is 
that his is a mulii-disciplinury 
approKh. He is well versed in palmis¬ 
try, astrology numerology (sanir- 
hyashasmx graphicology (the crea¬ 
tion of^mnlmls) and vasthushastra 
(favourable dlnanslons in the con* 
sthiction of buildings). When a client 
comes to him, he eiamineii the play of 
these factors in the client's case and 
by certain modifications and innova- 
tioDs, harmonises the vibrations. Once 
a balancing rhythm is established, the 
problem is solved and the business is 
.bound to pick up. Wild, improbable, 
giminickry, madness? Mavoe, but it 
seems to have worked in all his clienci* 


cases.. 

Coming back to Da^ Krishna found 
that the 'numerical vibrations* of the 
name of his business clashed severely 
with bis address. According to values 
affixed to alphabets in numerology, 
the name of tKe business edded up to 
'eight' which is governed by Serum, 
while his 'door number' added up to 
'one' whiclr li governad by Sun. In 
•itrology, the influence or the rwo 
planets u considered inimical to oKh 
other, stifling any venture. Dai could 
not change his addrtea tisce he had 
•Iroady redsterod hli coopeny, ee 
Krishna designed a new company logo 
and lenorhaad wblclt whoa cagaod on 
tt the nima of the ouainaH, altared 
sw numarkil vlbredOM favounbly, 



Modificftlions and innovatknu ire 
ways made keeping io mind ike 
planetary influence on (he men and 
the nature uf his husinesa. There have 
been about SO grateful clients so far— 
a glass manuTacrurer, an electrical 
company owner, the proprietor of a 
printing press. A case of meteoric rise 
in fortunes is that of an engineering 
firm io Bangalore: ill initial turnover 
of Rs 8,000 per month cttapidted to Rs 
1.37 croree after incorporating Krista* 
na’s mystic symobls in their company 
logo and letterheads. 

At the moment a well known compu* 
tar firm it on the verge of soliciting 
Krishna's services because it has been 
consistently incurri^ losses. There it 
a great deal of besiurion in the orga* 
nisei ion to seek help from "archaic’* 
diiciplinai. People, particularly Ihoae 
who pride ihemselvat on being en* 
lifhiened, naturally feel ashamed to 
admit their wtakneis for such 'bub* 
bo jumbo'. 

Krishna charges Rs 7KI for an 
assinmeni and takes 15 to 20 days to 
evolve a design Ai (he moment he 
handles only about etghtno 10 clients 
per month. He is extremely wary of 
advertising as he feels that 'cheap 

C ublicity* will not only conmercialise 
is work, but also make it very con* 
irovcrsial. All his clients coma through 
cwMinal introduction which is why 
Krishna is still a relatively unknown 
phenomenon. Though he is proceeding 
slowly, he has big plans of ^ing infer* 
national in a bid to expose his science 
to the world. He is assisted by his son 
Madhu Kumar, e verMiile artist> who 
does all the art work, 

Krishna has made studies of various 
Indian and foreign companies^and in 
all the instancat he finds bit progoos* 
lication (allying with the foriunes of 
the company. For instaoce, (he Rolls 
Royca insignia of two capital 'R's 
enclosed in a rectangle is a classic 
example of a symbol in perfect hv* 
mony and one which is idaa] to the 
con»any’s nature of business. Though, 
as Krishna admits, tha desigoera ua* 
doubtedly arrived at the symbol in> 
idvartently. 

JamshedJi Tata waa governed by 
ioowerful satunwKhe dirk, gloomy, 
iioabrc planet that patroniaM ateci 
amd coal. Events conapired to make 
h im tha architect of the couatry's first 
siteal plane. Humarical cticulatioM 
p>redffiiBed the Kindir to auceesa. Sure 
anouf^ tha newapaper ti ^ daily 
geiepA for thouM&da al aouth Indfan 
raiderf. According id Krtahng. it la 
hiit^ily propitious to have a pro* 
aouincad 'aa\ W or W aotud in a 


pel eon's or eampeny'a aame. Though a 
leedlag chocolate company deaa net 
bav a favourabla numerical ribntiooa, 
It is doing wall becauae of iha share 
'at* sound in Its name. MGR wlli 
ilwa ys ba rich and famous becauae, 
spar t from a powerful Mara, ha has a 
promiUAcad *aa' sound in tha aoonym. 

Nuimarolodcally, tha Parker cm* 
paay is Ideal for ugulds; a fraquaittly 
advertised firm masufacturiag suit* 
lags lit deatioed to failure, wime the 



Mr KrfsAna uefwde hrs siudfo. The shapes above /he door represent the nine 
pUnets 


/odran Express, the media maverick, is 
doomed to "constant strain, uphaav* 
ail. opposition and mismanagement.* 
^VDAY is also not exactly blemd with 
parikularly favourable numerical 
vilxetions tho^ this can be rectified 
by the addition of a symbol, says 
l&shna. Ideally, miguines should 
seek the beneficial rays of Mercury 
'which is the favourable planet for 
cimununicetion. Sukdav's compound 
number adds up to 20 and, to quote 
from Krishna's (ext, "this numbW is 
called the awakeiung and also (he 
judgmeot'-Mhe awakening of new pur* 
pose, new plans, naw ambitioas and 
(be call 10 action for wat great pur* 
poee. cause or duty. It is not a material 
number and is conaaquaotly a doubt* 
ful one as far as worldly succnes is 
concarnod...i( donotes dalayi a.id 
hiAdrancas to ono's plans.* nogular 
mndera of Sirenav noad not be ra- 
mindfd of tha ae(*toO'distaat past 
wte tha migarlna was taasingly ra* 
f ar rtd to as *Anydiy.* 

ich alphabat has a ilgniflcaDt 
number based on tha’ chaldean 
.numerical system explained by 
Cbeiro, Kriahna’t fount of inspiration. 
(Aoaa reputation has swung from (hat 
of anaretartoastroet Gnn^UA.Born 
as Count Louis Hamoo, e Norman 
noblaman, ha adopted the pennaroe 
*Chairo’. Ha vimted India in the late 
iPth cantufy end. p^oundly impress* 
ed by the tuthMticity of utrology, 
devoted his life to studying and cxplor* 


ing the 'science*. After he had corrao, 
ly predicted the date of Queen .Victoi 
ia's death, the asu&sination of Kin 
Humbert of Italy, the death of KJn 
Edward end the tragic destiny of th 
Csar of Russia, ac^aim and iniuh 
were showered tn\ him in equal mat 
sure. 

At per saokhy$sh$str9j tac 
ilpbabM holds a numerical vibritior 
varying from one to eight. A, I, J, C 
Y—one^ D, H, T—four; F and P— 

The Tadic* number is the trend toti 
of the date, month and toe rear c 
binh, while the dete of birth alon 
constitutes the *innia* number and d( 
lerxnines which planet rules the poi 
son (e g. if the date of birth is 22,1 
adds up to five which Is ruled b 
Mercury). Each number has ies patro 
planet; one U ruled by the Sun, two b 
the Moon, three by Jupiter, four b 
Rahu, five by Mercury, ibt by Vanw 
Hven by JTaru. tight by Saturn to 
nine by Mars. The name of a pariO 
should vibrato in coordination wit 
the fadk aumbar—If it does apt 1 
luck will dog him end be wllf b 
doomed to fellure. To lyachroniM cb 
two, eltarationi are invariebly made 1 
the neme ii the dete of birth cannt 
be changed. For instence, if an 'h* i 
added to the name Nishant, it become 
• more luspideui Niihinth; Beena I 
changed to Bine. Mohan to Mohui 
Arun to Aroon, Swie to Sonya end i 
on. It is not necessary that the numai 
icel value of the name of the pereon b 
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ideatical to tb« date of birth* bacmuae 
three vibracee «^ih sia and nine, one 
«hih two and four, while ouinbef eight 
does not coordinate with any other 
number. 

Krishna always scrutinises the hon^ 
scope (which, in his words, is a pbot^ 
graph of the planets’ position at the 
moment of binh) of a client before 
embarking on further analysis. He 
insists on the horoscope being can by 
a computer so as to eliminate all 
possibility of human error. 

After starting his studio, Krishna 
has been concentrating on designing 
of mystic symbols. The padou yiMa 
(flower symbol i is highly Mneficial for 
a f lourishing business, the (thoI$k yoga 
symbolises a good start, settling well 
in the middle with scope for continued 
expansion in the future, the padrketru 
yoga (step symbol) denotes a slow but 
defmite climb to the top, the sud^nha- 
na chakra {two triangles, one upright, 
the other inverted to make a star) is 
(he embodiment of energy, fakshni 
yoga (eight petals) symbolises wealth, 
(he gopura yoga (the temple symbol) 
signifies stability, etc The symtelsare 
improvised to accommodate the par* 
ticular requirements of the client. 
Keeping in mind the nature of the 
business, the pmblem faced by the 
client, and the astrological and numer* 
ological factors involved, Krishna 
evolves an emblem which b^omes (be 
client's blueprint for prosperitv. 

As in astrology and MnJcnyasnasrra, 
ii is the Hindus who have proved the 
importance of vasthusbaitra. Very 
often one hears of a building that 
brings bad luck to the owners. Some¬ 
times a siring of deaths takes place 
within its portals. 

The viossttudes of Krishna’s person* 
al life are directly responsible for 
kindling his interest in hennetk disci* 

C lines. The scion of a wealthy family, 
is father was a succetsfuJ manufac* 
turer of cosmetics and phannaceutic* 
als in Madras, who owned consider* 
able landed property in the city. While 
he was doing a diploma course in 
pharmacy and preparing to take over 
nil father's business, it collapsed. Hie 
crash of the glass factory which his 
father had started in Calcutta with his 
brothers.shattered the family’s sound 
financial empire, and in a matter of 
months the highly lucrative phar 
maceutical business collapsed. Proper¬ 
ty, cars, house.s and jewels were sold in 
rapid succession. Unable to bear the 
change in the family's fortunes, Krish¬ 
na’s elder brother committed suicide, 
so did a cousin. His father became a 
broken man who continued to struggle 
for the sake of his children. Burying 

C ride, he Uarted a scnall cosmecics 
dsiness in Salem, but his partner 
embenlad whatever meagre 

resources vrere left, plungitig (he fami¬ 
ly deeper into bankruptcy. It appeared 
to the young Krishna that a malignant 
fate. Wit rdentlassly persecutiAa his 
family. He was convinced o? an 
omnipotent destiny and that suanM. 
protean, unfathonuble thing called, 
'luck*. He (umed to the study of occult 
sciences. 


Krishna first started with palmistry, 
pouring over books, emer^ng as a 
perceptive and strangely accurate 
palm reader. He ascribes his accuracy 
to his ecliptic touch. Bom during an 
eclipse, he has two peculiar abnor^U* 
ties. his right thumb is divided (o 
form two fingers (making it sur fingeta 
in all), and he has a double lobe on his 
right ear. SupersntioQ has it that such 
persons have keen extrasenson pow* 
er. Moreover, in 1973, lord Ceoesa 
appeared to him in a dream—apart 
from the cathartic effect, be feels the 
dream honed his iDStinct and intuition. 
In (be dream, lord Ganesa broke a 
portion from his tusk and banded it 
over to kirn. Incoogruoualy in the 
dream. Ganesa was protected l» a 
nags (snake). Krishna has erected an 
image of Ganesa exactly as he 
appeared in the dreamfOn t^ facade 
Of hjs bouse. 

Krishna found that palmistry had its 



The partem form* a circle represenuiig 
tataact and harmoey (afeore) and rhe 
fiu(4ef< 'R' and 'K',aiKhfad m a cwva 
—ibc 5ynibof of the dholak yDga(helowl 



limitaiions. The full extent of a 
planet's influence could not be ascer* 
uined. So he turned to astrology, 
which enticed him into numerology 
This was followed by a study of raste' 
ushasira and graphicology. While he 
was studying, financial constraints 
forced him to take up a job with (he 
Amrutanjan company and Uter with a 
handling contractte at Madras port. 
Even so, he worked consistently at 
piognosiketion but i( wa only last 
year that he made a fuUHedged prcdes- 
sioo oui of it. 

Tha first thing that Krishna did was 
to tty and analyse the collapse of bis 
father's business based on his new* 
found koowledge. He discovered that 
the consinjctiofi of the glaas faoory 
violently transgressed ihe laws m 
vesrhuSMstra nere was also a clash 
in the numerical vibraHons. 

Of late Krishna has used astrology 


for medical diagnosis with consider* 
able accuracy. People come to him 
with ailments that allopathy cannot 
fathom and his diagnosis, based on the 
horoscope, has come true m every 
case. In fact when a child is bom the 
anxious parents often call him to dis¬ 
cern the weaknesses uf the baby so 
that they can rectify them. Of course it 
(8 not Krishna alone who i$ ytiking 
astrology to modern medalne West 
em doctors are increasingly depend* 
log on astrology as a key to diagnosis. 

"Unfttftunately. astrology has a had 
name todav because of wrong inter* 

C etiiions Msed on insufficient know* 
fge," Mys Krishna‘Though the hero* 
scope remaini consiant, interpreta* 
lions vary, with the result some 
astrologers are accurate w)ii)e others 
•re frauds ” After having studied the 
five subjects, he is convinred that one 
must adopt a multi-disciplinary 
approach to {vedicrions. “Numerology 
indicates a certain set of things, hut if 
taken in isolation it does not give a 
complete picture of the person’s Jlfe,” 
he said “The interpretation has (O be 
relevant to socio-ectmomic trends.Very 
often astrologers go wrong because 
(Key are rooted to the past and have 
not adapted to current trends." he 
adds. 

Krishna believes that there is no 
free will. Each one is destined to his 
fate, It best a fall can be cushioned a 
bit by awareness. There is scope, 
however, for human adjustments in 
the ramifications, permutaiiciiui and 
combinations. The broad outlines 
however remain inflexible. C>efinitelK 
some cosmetic changes can be carried 
out, but then in asrrology. “belief is 
the tenth planet.** 

Asked what he predicted for him¬ 
self, his quick reply wax; "Can you see 
your own back^" While he can take a 
pMk into the future of other people, 
nis own remains out of bounds. He 
feels ii is impossible to predict one^s 
own future mainly because the ele¬ 
ment of subjectivity creeps in, sanding 
prediction* haywire. 

To philosophers, intellectuals and 
rationaiiats, lul this is gibberish. Prog¬ 
ress has kicked the relevance out of 
such archaic disciplines. The Space 
Age |ust cannot accommodate them. 
Yet in esoteric pockets, (he occult 
lives on. Unlike others of his ilk, 
Krishna has an added edvani^e: he is 
patronised mainly by businessmen 
who are iovariably prone to supersti¬ 
tion. A businessman does not Dke to 
take chances because it’s his money 
that is 00 the anvil. He will offer 
libations, feed pu/arr.t, coosult a.strolo* 
gers, palmiits, numerologists^juu ab- 
ouK uyooe who tun keep bis lu<.k 
going or put his derailed business back 
<m the tracks. Their motto: might as 
well keep ihe gods happy, (here is so 
much to pin and so litile to lute. It's 
only a slight variation of Pascal’s gam- 
bl^you might as well believe in God, 
bMiuae after death if you find he 
doesn’t exist, you don’t lose anything, 
but suppose you didn’t believe in him 
and then found that he does existi 
Why take chances. 
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Lords 
of the 
skies 


The Indian Air Force pilots put up a firepower display on 28 Feb 
grounds near Delhi in front of distinguished guests like Preside 
Hidayatullah, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, defence minister Ve 
The Jaguars, Migs, Hunters and Chetaksflew in formation, mai 
and yo-yos. Planes swooped down from nowhere to "attack" i 
newly-acquired Jaguars stole the show: they made low-level n 
within minutes all that was visible was smoke and a pile of rubt| 

Photograph* by SONDCEP SHANKAR ' 




3liary at the Tilpat bombing 
jjt Reddy, Vice-President 
l^ataraman and others. 
:'3iivred steep dives, pullouts 
cmy targets. But the 
IS cn an “enemy" hangar and 
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A Parsi preacher 
from Oxford 

-* , ^ J- L-^-■ ■ ^--- 

Khojeste Mislree, an Oxford educated Parsi, is alarmed by the problems facing 
his community. The Parsis, all over the world, are fast losing their Zoroastrian 
identity. Mr Mistree has become an evangelical globetrotter to save his 
community. Report by A Special Correspondent. 


T he winds <if chaftse are here. 
Rise up aU ye 7Ajriias(riana 
open you I AvestJ and read. 
YOU have sJumbered lonh 
enoufh. Let the eood living 
now be reJigious us well. Observe the 
rituals, sa^ your prayers, preserve 

B ur tradition. In the name of Ahura 
atda. 

Spearheading a revival of Zoroas* 
irian religious feeling for the 90,000 
Parsis of western India *ia a young 
Oiford educaied Avestan scnoUr, 
Khojeste Mistree 

Presh from Oxford and LoDdoo, 
where he had been arming himself 
with knowledge of various aspecta of 
Zoroastrian doctrine, rituals and hiS' 
loryi Mi$tree*s 1977 trip to Bombay 
ave him a third eye to a uniquely 
arsi phenomenon: not only was the 
number of Parsis all over the world 
dwindling, the Zoroastrian religion, 
the oldest on earth, faced imminent 
death through apathy. For a religion 
which set great store by the obMrv* 
ance of ritual, this tendency could be 
killing. 

By nature known to be traditional 
and hemebound, the Parsis were in 
fact losing their ZoroastrUri identity. 
Mistree round. Their experience in 
Iran, the home country of Zoroastrian 
faith, petered out with massive migra¬ 
tion of the Parsi tribe to other lands. 
Their Indian experience, which 
started a thousand years ago, mi^t 
well make the religion extinct for the 
Parsis. (Most Parsis are Zoroaitrians 
hy religion.) Historically marked by 
periacutlon—even Alexander *thi 
accursed* joined the game and hound¬ 
ed out the Zoreastriens-^the religion 
la now marked by Indifference. 

Observers of tne Parsi community 
iMie vahoui interlinked changei. In 
Bombay, where Parsi contriburion to 
society is visible in every sphere a 
Parti no loa|er admits with pnde chat 
he is a Parsi. This may sraboUse a>bic 
more than the fact chat the communin 
it the most westernised and westwaro' 
looking. Old religious values are 

S ng. The young are uninstnicted. 

! old are no longer in a mood of 
revival. The traditional image of the 
charitable Parsi is auld lang syne. 
Rallgious leaders are nowhere to be 
34 


^n. A second coming is not even in 
the text Since Zaraihu»htra delivered 
the goods 3,000 years ago, rhe tribe 
has never hm so listleu 

However, awareness of ihe identity 
crisis exists at a certain level. The 
bugbears of the orthodox are mterreli- 
gum marriages, conversion to other 
cults and the edition bill, all of which 
show that their main concern is with 
the flow of numbers into the commun¬ 
ity. The orthodox maintain successful' 
ly that non-Parsis marrying Partis do 
not become Parsis. and their offspring 
would be non-Parsi too. One Parsi 
gentleman politely refused to admit 
that (he Prime Minister was a Parsi by 
marriage. 

When concern for the dwindling 
numbers suggested the adoption re¬ 
medy, the orthodox again struck their 
foot down. Tbe raciel identity must be 
pure, tl^ said. Underlying this recial 
ectiveness is a financial motive. 
Parsis have various trust funds 
courtesy benevolent Parsi industrial- 
i^ls and the decisionmakers do not 
want non-Parsis dipping m. 

These attitudes cne»ed the non- 


gf/stree: iectunng for a nligtous cause 



Parsis from filtering in. but did not 
prevent the young from moving out. 
Converskin toother religiuns and mar¬ 
riage outside (he religion were radical 
outlets for tho.se in search of new 
ideaJi Thus, while the increase in 
number had to be- a biological phe 
Doreeoon between two agreeing Pir- 
si«. the erosion could retult from a 
fickle change of mind. The 1961 and 
1971 census reports showed a drop 
from over 100,000 to 9t.000 Parsis in 
India. The 1981 census is expected to 
reveal a further diminution. 

F nr Mistree, this identity struggle 
was real, but superficial. It did nut 
show a further dimension, the whit¬ 
tling of the religion itself In 1977, 
Mistree established the Zoroastrian 
Studies (ZS). devoted to research and 
revival. Since then he has been lectur¬ 
ing (his record is a l.3*hour nonstop 
lecture at Melbourne) organising 
youth, conducting classes in religion, 
providing information (not the mis¬ 
sionary kind, he insists, but downri^c 
factual) about the religion, and asses¬ 
sing po^ar response. Often working 
14 hours a day, with a ZO-member band 
of volunteers, Khojeste Mistree has 
been acquiring first hand knowledge 
of what is needed and what is possiwe 
within the Parsi communi^. 

A naassive six-footer, Khojeste is full 
of amiable scholarly diffidence about 
bis-findings. With the press, his shy¬ 
ness is almoat virgin. have never 
appeared in the national press be> 
fore." he confesaei. Suddenly In a 
mood of suspicion, ha aika, ‘What 
kind of, repon era you going to write? 
You know, I stay away from publklry, 
anything that would nih me before 
the community. And i have had soma 
bad axpariencai with tape racorden." 

Married to a Pakistani, he shuns 
personel details vlgarouxly. "Whai 
does age matur?” he retorts when 
asked about his physical age. He 
looked deceptively oefow 95, but gave 
the impression he might have seen 40. 
“Let US say my psychological age is 
49." It sounded like an announcement 
of menopause and onset of maturity. 
Bui be was serious. *1 don't want to 
limit my audience, telling them my 





Then thty wouU label me young 
Of ol d or worse still, put me in the 
gener ation pp. You could say I belong 
to the* younger geoerition.* 

A ch irtcrra accountant come to reli* 
eion (this bit putties everyone, sen 
Misiree). be is sure the Pams could do 
with soive scholarship. He himseV is 
careful .about getting the facts right. 
"The Zoroastrian Studias was not 
founded t’.n the self deception that we 
are needed,” he says. He had given a 
few lectures and a shde show to ex- 
pehoiental groups and studied the 
encouragiOii reception. In 1980. he 
circulated r questionnaire, prepared 
with the hel.p of the Tata Institute of 
Social Scieni^es, among the 1,800 on 
the mailing L'St of the ZS newsletteri 
627 responded. (This was above aver* 
age response for i survey through 
post.) 76.1 per cent declared the most 
pressing need of the Parti community 
was greater awa reness of the religion; 
72.2 per cent pointed to a Jack or pri 
ests as a main problem. 

Analysing the problem of priests. 
Mistree says the community holds an 
unenlightened vie w of the profession. 
The priests are exploiied without re* 
lief His guesstimate puts the number 
of priests at 400, o.'ie priest per 22$. 
For Christianity, where a priest could 
service a number of people at the 
some time from this pulpit, or for 
Hinduism, where rh.ere are several 
godmen and auxiliary priests discours* 
mg on the Cita and the Hindu way of 
liu, this would be a hi(0t ratio. But for 
Parsii, it is just not enough. A priest 
idten has to chant prayers for an 
individual fur hours, and outside the 
fire temples the religious mood exists 
only in individual rituals. 

In Gujarat, which is the second 
home of Parsis after Bomt«ay, a curious 
case of an overworked priest came to 
light recently. A 75 year>ol d priest was 
servicing four fire temples in distant 
villages, cycling 12 miles twice a day. 
He told the authorities he i^wldn't do 
it any more, but there simioly was no 
substitute and no one tool; his com¬ 
plaint seriously. He was fuunid dead, of 
a heart attack, inside the fire temple, a 
few days later. 

In Bombay, Parsis confess, it is diffi 
cult to find a priest, to maintain the 
prayer vigil when a |wrson dies. There 
are very tew priests to go rocind. The 
profession is not merely demanding, it 

K onuses few returns. *'Ho provident 
nd, no Sunday off, no casua.l leave, 
no housing, no medical benef its, no 
vacation, and a measly income of Rs 
ISO or Rs 200 per month. Which nitwit 
would want to become a priest? A 
sweeper in a bank gets more.” siiys an 
angry Mistree. “One can't but aiunire 
the practising priest.” 

Remedy is oot far to seek. The 
young with a raiigfous bent of ^ind 
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career in priesthood must be mode 
more attractive, with financial incen. 
ilvac. Religious imerefta In the young 
ahould not be allowed to gat axting- 
uUhed, they cheuld be fed with protn* 
lie of better cereer proiptcti. "Initead 
of Rf 200 a month, a prJtit should ha 


started xH at Rs 1300 or Rs 2.000 a 
BoothL,” suggeats Mistree. 

Many moucemenis already exist in 
the Zoroastrian doctrine, be Miots 
out. Unlike Hinduism, (slam or Christ¬ 
ianity, Zoroasinanisoi does not enjoin 
priests to renounce. In fact, renuncia¬ 
tion is sin. The soul, in Zoroastriard&m, 
is not supposed to be trapped in the 
body. The soul finds iu ume of crea 
live action when it is in the body. 
There was never a better moment for 
the souL nor ever wiU be. than when it 
is “trap^.” The religion asks everv. 
one. Including the priest, to eat well, 
dress well, live well. (This nay explain 
why the Parsis are fond of food with* 
out feeling guilty.) So the pnesi may 
live as detenair an existence as a bank 
officer. U only his take home pay was 
as decent. 

It is high tiiM. says Mistree, the 
community revised ns view ihat the 
priest was someone who collected a 
few coins as tips at the end of a niual 
service. The tips should improve and 
become a fulhfledged fee, related to 
the cost of living index. And the com- 
muni^ should get more involved in 
the rituals, all of which have deeper 
meaning. 

The priest must also be a reference 
source of the riiuali. a potent instru¬ 
ment in dispelling popular misgivings 
about the rituals, and the religinus 
tens, for instance, very few rtrsis 
who chant the scriptures can under* 
stand the language of the texts. Aves- 
ta. But a translate text will not do for 
chanting, says Mistree. “When one 
chants in the language of revelation. i 
ihete is a certain quanty, cwitinuity, a 
certain link whKh one retains with the 
past. Within the language itself there 
IS a kind of message which one cannnt 
really derive through rranilatiun... 
Prayer in Zoroastrianism is not having , 
an intellectual dialogue with God, but 
an existential experience with CM .. 
There is something very special to be 
derived from it. it one has the nahi 
attitude to prayer, rather than under* 
stand vrhat one is praying ” 

On its part, the Zoroastrian Studies 
is doing what a small group of moti 
vated people can achieve, fbey con¬ 
duct classes in religious instruction for 
the young The meanings of rituals are 
expbined. the history of (he religion 
and the Lay-out of the doctrine ure 
presented in digestible forms. Outside 
of school hours, a select group of 
io retested childten listen to stories, 
readings, and who knows, some of 
them would be future priests and 
preservers of the religion. 

Over the past four years, Mistree 
has been giving lectures in Australia, 
Asia, USA, Canada, UR. Austria and 
Pakistan; involving the Parsis in India 
and abroad in the revival spirit His 
reach gets across to the academiis too; 
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gvdney, Columbia Harvard. Trans* 
ylvania and McCUI. He is currently 
mving finishing touches to a bonx 
Zoroeirrlanism and Btha$e Perspec- 
rlvt. which aciempti to answer the 
searching queitioni of the Parili. and 
rtiiln (he doubtful within the fold.l 
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ADMINISTRATION 


Bureaucrats more powerful 

JL fl S A 5 ^ m ^ or through officiaJ inti 

tnan politicians 



Mrs Gandhi asks them to take initiatives 


New Delhi: Of lere. a new air of 
cnitfidun^e seamn lo be blowing from 
rhe lop of New Delhi’* otherwise do- 
caymg hurtauoraCK* heap. Al least on 
;he surface there is less talk of da- 
morahsatiun ln^lea<l« a sudden flurry 
gf odmimstr^tive urtiviey spearheadea 
frtirr .South AU<'k. which houses the 
Hrime Minivtvi’v office and the 
cuhtiU'i ^ccreiandi, sufigests that the 
paralysed hiiroituiraiv h beinAgalava 
nised info action In aii iron ice rrever 
Hdl of loriune il is now the politi* 
nans'be rhiy central mmlstera ur 
slate chief minisiera^who hava be- 
o»meilirery aiioui reteuting their irui- 
sfs while wnior civil scfvanti smile 
stiiunlv. diiparonily secure with Mrs 
(Undhrs brnian protettioi^ 

It all started lust August when, in 
one massive sweep. 16 important lec 
retaries were moved around. A tiunt' 
Iwr of Sanjay nominees found them- 
selves in limbo while the new appoln 
lues were applauded for their compe- 
fence and ability. This reshuffle was 
guickly followad m early September 
hy Mrs Uundhi tnoking a direct person' 
aJ uppeai to a gathering of all S3 
secreuries to the government of India 
that they shuuld get cracking with the 
implementation of the governmeni’s 
l>olicje« and prugremmes. 

Thai wax ime part of the Prime 
MiniMer's eihorratiuns. Mure aignifo 
cant was her reassurance that civil 
servants who spoke iheir minds "(ree* 
ly and frankly," even if ministers dis* 
ap|tr«ived, would not be misunderstood 
or victimised. Mrs t*andhi explained 
that iiy asking bureaucrats “not to 
surrender lo vested interests and 
presHuivs from p<»iiticians.'‘ she did 
not m«*an lu ''undermine politicAl au* 
ihoriiy" bill to ensure that develop¬ 
ment projects do net get boagod down 
in "sectarian political diuCTences." 
Naturally, this came as a shot io rhe 
arm lu an unnerved bureaucracy 
which had been in a state of sheu 
shock .since the post-January ISdU 
purge. 

That this meeting was not one of 
those flasb'io-thepan publkicy gio- 
micks meant to refurbish a waning 
image of the ^emmeot that pron- 
iM'd to work, became apparent when 
these top level bureaucrats were once 
Again summoned by the Prime Minu¬ 
ter in the Jirst sveek of FebruaiT^ 
after a gap of barely five months. On 
this occasion the accent wv on steps 
to increase production (1982 having 
been designated as Productivity Year) 


JMrv Oandht. rv/ing fhroufA 
bvreaiK/ars 

and rejuvenate the languiahing public 
sector. 

li is significant that ai both these 
meetings of secretaries no miniatef 
was present Clearly. Mrs Gandhi has 
started a new trend by opening a 
direct dialogue wItt the highest eche¬ 
lon bureaucrats instead of luncCMoing 
through their respective ministers. 
And tnis can certai^y not be with the 
objective of estabbshing a second 
channel of infonnaiion about govern 
ment performance. Por this purpose 
she already has bef principal secret¬ 
ary. P. C. Aleaandcr and cabinet 
secretary, KrishAaswamv Rao Sahib, 
who tMt only receive perm^ progress 
reporta from ochar lecretanea, but are 
al^ in daily personal contact with 
them. 

The Prime Minister kaa also utilised 
these meetine to issue t senes of 
openrionil directives in respea of 
different ministries. Apart fron gener¬ 
al homilies about the need to elisujw 
ate delay and red tape, tackle 
bureauenrk corruptm end improve 
public contact, qiedfic orde r s have 
also been issued cm appoiotmeots. re- 
MIUIL.C* for tbe 2(^puuu ptogiaasme. 
sanctions for projects and procedures 
lor reporting about developaseot pfOg- 
ranmes. In the normal course these 
instructions would have been coO' 
veyed by addraaaing letters to ninis- 


lers or through official inarrucdo’ni to 
the concerned departments. Coming 
as they hive, personaUy frooa the 
Prune MinNfcr. they obviously carry 
much greater weight and sign ify the 
importance that she attaches to these 
matters. 

This novel taebnioue employed by 
Mrs Gandhi has lad to con siderable 

S mlaiion about tba possibility of a 
per underlying motive.’ Perhaps 
the scepticism is partly esplaJiiad by 
the general air of partooia that per¬ 
vades the capita] where iivery move, 

E niculerly of our inscru.table Prime 
mister, ii tuipecied of containing 
hidden implications. Nevertheless, a 
strong impreuion ram aim that hy 
appealing directly to btireaucrats and 
even asking them lu resist political 
inierfarance (naturally, by any ocher 
than herself). Mrs GaridhI hasVumih' 
ated her political -colleagueh and 
weakened miniiivial authority. With 
all her experience of politics and gov¬ 
ernment Me can har Jly be unaware of 
this implkaiion of her action. 

Another pointer ic what is teen as a 
deliberate erosion of ministerial pre¬ 
eminence lies in the recent decision to 
abolish the post rd loecial assistents 
(^) to ministers 6ver the year*, 
special assistants had come to acquire 
considefable clout ai the expense uf 
the regular dep;Arimental bureaucra¬ 
cy. As all official papers passed 
through his hecuis before reaching the 
minister’s tablr-, the 5A could Influ¬ 
ence important decisions and thereby 
reduce lu effeciiveoess of the secret¬ 
ary. Because 'sf this SAs have been 
disparagingly referred lo as super- 
sectaries, eiren though far junior in 
the bureaucrciiic biera^y. According 
(Q knowledgi*able sources, the deci¬ 
sion to abolish the post of SA was 
inspired by P(a jiv Gandhi and his back¬ 
room coterict of advisers supported by 
principal secretary. ?. C. Alexander. 
To be sure this has reduced the im¬ 
portance of the minister’s personal 
office and ^{creoiihened the secretary. 

Amidst considerable fanfare, Mrs 
Gandhi has also been visiting different 
state capii als io turn for an on-the-spot 
evaluatfon of the state lovemmeota’ 
performa oce. During toese inspec- 
riona. in addition to presiding over 
large re view meeciags aneoded by 
state msaisters and officials, she has 
also been eliciting individu^ reports 
from senior state officials, without the 
respective ministers being present. 
1%is is :aBOther break from conveatioo- 
al practice enaWing the Prime Minis¬ 
ter CO veaie a direct link with the 
State admiciistratioo and, in the pro¬ 
cess. 'eypaasing the established ebao- 
neli through central and state minis¬ 
ters. 

YiH another executive ianovatioft 




ww Ipitiated by tbe abiaet sacrecary, 
Rmo Sahib, when he airdashed to Born* 
tMy ^ .avly February to consult with 
senior officiab ol ae Maharashtra 
adniloistration soon after A. R. Ancu' 
lay's ouster. This caused considerable 
surphac ara^t New Delhi mandariiu 
as the cabinet secretary, who tradi* 
tionally maintains a somewhat retnote 
and inaccessible existeoce. has never 
before been known to get directly 
involved ir state administration. Once 
•gain the meeting, osteiuibly to re¬ 
view the 20 poiar programme and to 

E auge the morale of (he state 
ureaucracy, was purely an official 
affair vritb no ministers present. 

Reports emanating from Bombay 
suggest that a less obvious but ei)uaUy 
important objective of the cabinet 
secretary's mission was to establish a 
third channel of communication and 
feedback directly between the Prime 
Minister and the state. Thera already 
exist the established lines at tbe poll' 
tical and bureaucratic levels between 
state depanments and their counter¬ 
part central ministries. Apparently in 
order to supplement, and more si^if i* 
csntly to monitor these channel, a 
direct continuing link between the 
Prime Minister's aides and state chief 
secretaries is now being develciped. 
One result of this could very wall be a 
reduced dependence for information 
on the political connection and a 
strengthening of the civil service aais 
between the centre and tbe states In 
oppuiition ruled states, such an 
attempt at creating dual loyalties 
among the senior buraauc^scy would 
inevitably have serious conscqueoces 
for the federal nature of the Indian 
poUiy 

One of the points stressed by the 
Prime Minister when she recently 
addressed the secretaries was that 
central ministries should not call 
meetings of state ministers at the 
slightest pretext. Instead, all issues 
should be taken up whan chief minis¬ 
ters meet. It is another time-honoured 
practice that individual central minis¬ 
ters arrange for periodic discussions 
with their counterparts in the states on 
Specialised maifers such as food pro- 
curement policies, industrial develop¬ 
ment programmes or family planning 
schemes. Periodic meetings Mtween 
the Prune Minister and state chief 
ministers also take place where more 
general issues coma up for considera¬ 
tion. 

If Mrs Gandhi's disapproval of meet¬ 
ings convened by different mihistries 
was motivated by a desire to reduce 
wasteful expenditure incurred by un¬ 
wieldy sute delegations fre«)uently 
visiting the capital that would be 

undencandable. But coo sideling ihel 

the compulsive weekly hopping be¬ 
tween state capitals and Delhi io* 
dulgad in by nervous chief miaistera is 
not discouraged, the disapproval of 
business visits would seem to be for 
other reasons. On the other hand, the 
directive to eliminate centre-state 
meetings fits into the newly discerni¬ 
ble ityu of cutting all other political 
leadership down to irrelevant size, 
altnough wbacher the present lot of 


central and state ministers can get any 
more LiUipuciao is itself doubtful. 

A side-effect of all these o^easures is 
the increasing inportance of the 
Prime Ministers ofHdel advisers. Not 
(hat the Prime Minister's secretary 
and tbe cabinet secretary have not 
enjoyed e special position in tbe past. 
Their superior sutvs even among their 
pe e r s , is inherent in the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s own pre-eminent position in our 
governmental system and in (he stwe- 
tuxe (he central bureaucracy. But 
tbe role is now being extended into 
hitherto unventured territory. For a 
cabinet secretasy to visit a state capit 
al to hold discussions with state level 
officials is itself unprecedented. Nor¬ 
mally. (he secretary in charge of the 
particular depanment would have 
been asked to perfonn this task. 

What is even more astoolshing is the 
summons that have been sent (o iwo 
relatively junior officers of the 
Madhya Pradesh cooperative depart¬ 
ment to present themselves personally 
before the Prime Minister and explain 
their sins of omission or commission. 
In this case the state cooperative 
minister, the chief minister and the 
concerned central minister have been 
totally ignored. Similarly, ii is re- 
ponad that (ha Prime Mmisrer's pri¬ 
vate secretary, M. L Fotedar, is com¬ 
piling independent assessments of the 
law and order situation in the country 
even though this is one of the home 
ministry's principal tasks. 


And to top even (his instance of a 
parallel system was the statement of 
an unnamed official in (he Prime 
Minister’s office who was quoted in a 
prominent newsmagazine to the effect 
that they had prepared "dossiers* (o 
asse ss the perfomianca of individual 
ministers oefore tbe cabinet was 
reshuffled last January. The know¬ 
ledge that official watchdogs are 
meant to l^ef the Prime Minister on 
ministerial conduct has made cabinet 
ministers even more nervous. 

The suggestion that there is a dis¬ 
quieting pattern in all of these 
appareAlly unrelated acijons of (he 
Ptime Mintsier is ridiculed by her 
staunch loyalists. They maintain that 
Mrs Gandhi's only motive is to restore 
(he sagging Boraie of the bureaucracy. 
Based on advice from pecqile like L. K. 
Jha and P. C. Alexander and endorsed 
by Rajiv Gandhi and his advisers, Mrs 
Gandhi, it is said, has belatedly real¬ 
ised (hat the Sanjay Gandhi style bas 
not worked. The game of playing 
favourites and brow beating bureauc¬ 
rats through pressure and humiliation 
only created a sullen, non-responsive 
adnunistratton whkh cannot be ex¬ 
pected tu impleiDVDi ihe 20-poini prog¬ 
ramme vigorously and give new im¬ 
petus to ^ devek^ment effort. In¬ 
stead, reassuring civil servants and 
involving (hem in a direct dialogue at 
tbe highHf level would produce grea¬ 
ter commitment and also serve as a 
recognition of the critical role of the 
bureaucracy as an objective, non¬ 
partisan instrument ot an action- 
oriented gov e rT u n t nt. 

However much this line of reasoning 


may be.bandied about in some circles, 
a closer lotdi at the real state of affairs 
tells a contrary tale. Only a year ago 
Mrs Gandhi went out of her way to 
castigate the bureaucrats for being 
mainly responsible for corruption and 
for holding up (he progress of the 
country. That now site has changed her 
mind and adopted a totally opposite 

C 'Kon, lacks credibility It is more 
ly a mere sop to a bureaucracy 
struggling to keep its head above wa¬ 
ter, so that the latter would be a more 
pliable instrument in further streng¬ 
thening the forces of centralisation. 

Even vdiile the Prime Minister holds 
out tbe carrot of protection to bureauc¬ 
rats who take courage and pw frank 
advice, she allows her satraps in the 
states to continue wielding the stick to 
ensure (bat bureaucratic independ¬ 
ence is kepi in line. A. R. Anlulay 
ordered transfers of S6 senior officers 
during his brief tenure. In Bihar two 
successive collectors of Palamau were 
shifted when they cracked down on 
hoarders including ■ powerful Con¬ 
gress! I) leader of tne area Tbe collec¬ 
tor of Banaskantha in Gujarat was 
recently moved out because he re¬ 
fused to patrunise a known economic 
offender nn the rKommendation of a 
Congress 1) MLA. Another collector in 
Raipur, Madhya Pradesh, was sum¬ 
marily told to pack his bags when he 
refus^ to release ■ local Gongressfl) 
leader charged with obscene be¬ 
haviour with the collector's wife. Epi- 
lomiimg the widespread demoralisa¬ 
tion in the bureaucracy. A. K. f'hatier- 
ji. an IAS officer in Bihar, refused 
promotion in protest againsf humiliat¬ 
ing political pressure. Disenchanted 
hy tneir situation, av many as six 
senior officers m Maharashtra have 
put in their papers to quit government 
service. Obviously Mrs Gandhi's assur¬ 
ances to secretaries in Delhi have 
evoked very little response down the 
line. 

And (his is what imkes the simplis¬ 
tic explanation of her apparently re¬ 
formist measures less than convincing. 
Both (he Prime Minister and her prin¬ 
cipal advisers are far too experienced 
to believe that the deep-seared 
bureaucratic malaise can he cured by 
rhetoric. In any case, tbe morale of the 
bureaucracy per se can hardly be a 
consideration in Mrs Gandhi's design 
of things. It has not been so For all 
these years and would be less so today 
when e, >n the dissipauon of her own 
party’s morale does nop appear («»give 
her any sleepless moments. 

It wnuld be easier to understand the 
motives for placating the bureaucracy 
at least on tne surface, if it is reaJised 
that when taken together, all the re¬ 
cent steps reinforce central executive 
authority. And within this imreasingly 
centralised apparatus the focus inevit¬ 
ably is on a single point uf command, 
control and patronage. Such a system 
is eminently suited to a presidential 
type of political structure. In de facto 
terms (his has already come into exist¬ 
ence. Whet better justification for its 
de juft (ransfurmation? 

A Special Correspondeni 



ASTRONOMY 


Non-event of the year 



Diagram (onjurKtion of planets on 10 March 


CfttruiUi: ft was. perhaps, ch« higKcat 
n<>n>i‘vent (»i tins yvar I*or. the “super 
innjumiiun*' of pU(ir(« on 10 Marvh. 
which wjs suppoAed to cause devastai- 
iiiK r^nrtliquako and other forms of 
uiiidM misery, did not even happen! 
Tlio pill net in Fact, never aotually 
came into that conjunction of an 
approximarv straight linO' If predic- 
linn specialists ever locdced foohsh. it 
was on II Miirvh. 

Whut had thrown a Kare was a book, 
published in 1974, called Jupitei 
t'fftci written by two wetl^known 
American scientists, Ur John Gribben 
and Dr Stephen Plagemann. It said, in 
brief, that on 10 March 1962 there 
would be a “super<oniuncfion'' of 
planets or a planetary lineup when 
every planet would he in line with (he 
other. The authors said that because of 
this the graviiationaJ pull of each 
planer wiiiild raise tides in the sun and 
solar activity would iii<reuse. As a 
result, the sun would shoot out more 
charged particles which would in turn 
disturb the mass of the carth'.s atmos 
plivre.' This disturbance would alter 
the speed of the lotaiion of the earth 
and couie severe earthquakes. 

The contents of the Iraok were, 
however, disproved within a year of 
puhiicatiofl by a ream set up by the LfS 
Senate. In fail, on 10 March there was 
not even a super*conjuncrion of 
planei.v let nlnne the disasters that 
were supposed to follow it. 

What IS a super conjunct ion? The 
.sun has nine planets—Mercury, 
Ventis, Vnrfh. Mars, Jiipitpr, f^iurn, 
Urariuc. Neptune and Plato—moving 
around it. They move in orbits at 
different distances from the sun and at 
different speeds. The closest planet tn 
I ha sun. Mercury, at nearly aS crore 
miles from the sun takes about three 
months for one revolution around the 
lun. The outermust pUntt. Pluto, ai 
far away a> fbl) crore miles from the 
sun takes 240 yean iii make one trip 
iround the sun. As thev keep rtvolv< 
n 


ing, off and on isvu or more planets 
come in Une (or Ipproximately in line) 
with the sun and tl^j are said to be in 
conjunction. Occasionally as many as 
five planets (sometimes mure i gei into 
an approximate line covering anguler* 
ly a smell width of a few degrees 
When all the planois get into an 
approximate line it l| called a super* 
conjunction On tO March las even 
iiAw) the planets were scattered over 
en angular width of as much as 96 
degrees (see map). So much fur the 
“super-conjunction.” Said Hr H. Sub- 
ramaniarn, director of Calcutta's Birla 


Planetarium: ”Tbe super cooju&etioa. 
as the book sa^ is alroady supposed 
to be there. But where is it? The 
planets are distributed a^ularly 
covering a large area. It is difficult to 
underataod by wbat iiretcb of ia* 
agination this can be celled i luper* 
conjunction. At beet one can sty it is 
eg ipTerestlng disposition of plenats.** 

Nor is the argument that the gravita- 
lional pull of the plaoets will cause 
major tidal effects on the sun, correct. 
The only planets which have tidal 
affects on the sun greater than that 
produced by the earth are Mercury, 
Venus and Jupiter. The tidal effect on 
(he sun produced by the giant planet 
Saturn IS only orm tenth of wnit is 
produced by the earth, while those of 
Uranus and Neptune are 1/SOOth and 
l/ 2000 th respectively of that produced 
by the earth. The tidal effect of Pluto 
IS even less. So. even if all the planets 
had been in conjunction, the tidal 
effect on the sun would have been 
minimal—only a few miUimetras in a 
Jxidy over a million kms high. In 
addition, ihe original study unking 
solar Ktiviiy to earthouakas has now 
been challenged. Besioes. (he peak uf 
sular activity, which was to be trig¬ 
gered by the supei-conjunction has 
already occurred in 1979. Solar activ¬ 
ity a now on the wine. 

Said Mr Subramaniam: "Twenty 
years back we had a multi pie conjunc¬ 
tion (on 4*S February 1962), when five 
naked-eye planets, the sun and the 
moon were much more cumpactlv 
aligned covering only a few degrees, ff 
nothing happened then, isn't it absurd 
to ihink that suinoihmg was going to 
happen now?" 

Saumtra Banerjce 


UTTAR PRADESH 


Harijan woman 
MLA insulted 


New Delhi: The in fighting and person¬ 
al cunfrciniaiions atnoiig (he new Con* 
giesstf) legislates is enormously more 
theatrical than the Ihow pul up for 
twuand-ahalf years by the Janata 
Partv puliticians d«ing their brief 
Iliriatlon with power. Take the cave of 
Mr Triveni Rai. deputy chief whip of 
the CungresMi) in ih< UP l^cgislative 
Assembly. On 24 F'dbruofy 1962, Mr 
Rei took off his shaa to threaten a 
harijan CungresslD MLA ,Tiside the 
Assembly, while the House debated oo 
the electricity and etWrgy budget. This 
was the crux of a bliarre happening. 
According to LucknObr journalists ore* 
sent in the House, ine MLA (Mrs 
Maharani Ouharey. JS, who represents 
the reserved cimsiltvency of Lakhna 
In F^tawah disiricl. started ihouting 
loudly at Mr Tri^'eni ftai and accused 


him of bvin| “vi 
(.9uffle Journal ISIS c1( 
cuffs also took placa 
At this point. UP hd| 
Rwarnop Kumari 


impertineni. 
that mildfisti- 
iween the two.) 
minister, Mrs 
tshi. fhnuted at 


Mrs Doharey tu keep quiet, then 
rtished towards Mrs Doharey, clamp^ 
a hand on her mouth and dragged her 
out into the lobby. A number of Con- 
gress(l> MLAs followed the two into 
the lobby, where a weeping Mrs 
Dnbaxey refused ro explain what had 
happened. But she did say categorical¬ 
ly, “Til see that he leams a lesson ” 
Meanwhile, inside the Assembly, the 
deputy speaker of the House, Mr Yad- 
vendra Singh, explained the incident 
os "shakti parisAen chaJ raha Jtai. (a 

C ower struggle is aoiru on.)” Mr. 

iyasat Hussain of the Janata Party 
raised a point of order and Lok DaTs 
Ur Shankar Smgh and Mr Kuber Bhan- 
deri wanted to bring a privilege mo- 
tion against Mr Triveni Rii, ferInsult* 
ing a narijan and woman member of 
the House. While the oppoaition was 
busy exploiting the event for ell It was 
wurtfC Mm Doharey returned to tho 
House. Trying lo play down the Inci¬ 
dent, she insisted that iha had neither 
been bMten nor wet she crying. Thai 




Mrs Doharey: "I am not baatan 


In her inieri’ww with S(in* 
ii(v« Mrv Dnherey presented eer* 
••iftk tit the lAvitleni. She neid. *A( 9.30 
•im on 24 Kel>ruery. there wes • 
meet inn «»! i he ConpreM I i lepislaion. 
A> ihv mculinp I asked by Che 
vnert;v minifter. Mr S. Shasrn. to|uve 
mv view (in the ener^v budpci that 
wuA to \k: Jvhaied in the Assembly 
Idler that oinminK. I inid Mr Shastri 
ihat I prepared lu take pari in t^ 
drhaiu in ihe Assembly and wocld n<ri 
like io speak at the party meet inn. Mr 
Shastri apreed in my supieMion and 
iixA mv name down In the Int uf 
Speakers (hat he was uimpilinx. When 
the bikdjtcl was presented in the 
House, wvcral women MIj^s frrim the 
opposiiion partkipuled in thr debate. 
A niH hei Cunpresst 11M LA, M rs &i hn i. 
•nd 1 fell thill a woman MUA from nur 
party should also jtvt a ihaneu lu 
speak We talked alMiul this to the 

C diliumentarv affairs minisier. Mr 
am Kacan Smith, and he sent a (hV 
lu the enernv minister with our 
names Bui wc never itot a chame lo 
s|H»ak. About (he same rtme, Mr 
Trivi'iu Kaieamc into thr llmise 1hc 
v>ui flvK( lo mine was imiHiuiiied and 
he sHl down (heie. I pooiied iHi( lo 
him (hat while our numes were on the 
l>s( (if siieukrrs, ihcv fiRured «l the 
v(>rv Itoitom of ihc list .md asked him 
lo iei|He>i I tie deputy speaker, who 
wus m ihe ehoir, (<» Mrmit rhow 
women MLAs who siikio up lo catch 
tiu* depuiv speaker's uiientinn. to 
speak 

“Al (his. Mr Fiiveni Rui said, please 
dun'i lalk III me I will have you 
suspended from (he pariy. When he 
t bred lentil me with suspension, I loUl 
him bluntly that he had no auihiirity 
to suspend me from (he party. Ai this, 
he hist his leinpen look a shoe uut 
from his fixu und said. 'There it is. if 
you talk too much I will beui vuu with 
It.* I did nut say an^thinn lo him but 
went to the parliamentary affairs 
minister and told him thut Mr Triwni 
Rai bad behaved impertinently with 
m^e. This is what actually hap< 


pened.’^xcarpts train Mn Doharwy^ 
interview lo aiim>As: 

Or thtisi you aAo(M §t Mr iU/.* 
A: I don't remember. Ii k povibie 
that in (be eacitemeai I mi^t have 
said someibinit. Because he poroied lo 
his riwe. I was very aflftiy, 

Q: Werv iherr nn fisnodn hefween 
tht two o^.you? £>rd am Mr Rai pul/ 
,ys>u down re tke seal’ 

A: \o say ibai I was beaten is lo 
insult ne further. Of course he took 
off hU shoe and that it taniemeuot lo 
heal iAlt one with u. 

Qr Whol happrfl^ after rhet? 

A: As soMi os 1 tai down, Mrs 
Swarnnp Kumari Bakshi. iht home 
minister tame in me. She pu) a head 
over my mouch and requeued me to 
quieten down. Then the two o4 ui fot 
up and went out inio thr lobby, 


Q: Did you make a wntien com- 
piaint ogtiont Mr Rm} 

A: I did nor make any ornttae 
cnmplaint imaiediately after ibe Inci* 
deni look place on 24 February. Bui I 
learnt later that to cover up hii aam 
take, he seni in bis resl$natieii from 
the uflice of tbe deputy chief whip of 
hv pany 

Q: Didn't ymi ery in rhe iobhy a/fer 
the JocideAi.' 

A: N(s Lam not a woman who cries. I 
want bock to the House and said that I 
was not weepirm oor had I beta 
beaten. 1 did not want the opposiiion 
10 expinit the sifuaiuin. For tnc sake 
of my party and my tfiymmtnt. I 
decide nor to pemiii the iocideni to 
h^ome a Aanaaaij. * 

Do yuv fAink Mr Rai had tAe 
lemority to msutiyoo boroaseyoo ere 
a Aarijan? 

A: I can'i say why be did it But no 
MLA ha.s misbehaved wrth me be 
cause 1 am a haiijan. On ibe other 
hand. I have been told by many MLAs 
thai Mr Raj's behavniur dueik nut »ufl 
the offKw to which he has been nomin¬ 
al ed. He has talked about suspend inp; 
oiher wutnm MLAs, ton. Tbe fact is 
that he cues around talkioA like this 


ID people; it hu become his Kyle of 
spealdnf. But this incident is a party 
natter and 1 want it to be settled in 
our own House, without rakinf it up 
tn ihe press. 

Qr Don't you think lAat despite the 
rtttnin r tnercised by you. i Ae impact 
of this Mc/deflt on the bvijsm ox UP 
wUJ be ra/y AOfatJve? ~ 

A: 1 can't eay what effect Ihe inci 
dent would have oji the public. But I 
wlU say that when two Conpretsdi 
MLAi uva naiemonis in support of 
Mr Rai. harijan MLAs in all the 
PMles were lomediarely enneerned. 
They also coaucied me and said that 
■re should write a joint latter to the 
rbfef mlnisiar. 1 said no, 1 do not want 
to mako the same mistake that is 
bein< committed on Mr Rei's behalf. 
Nor did 1 want it to become vn 
instrument of propaganda in thr 
name of harfians, lo dimajie my par* 
ly. I did noi think caneitm motivated 
Mr Rai*! behaviour. 

Q- Whst was (Ae cAiof minister's 
rooctho to the JACfdenx? 

He was very lympaihetic io me 
whee I met him on the evenini of 2S 
February. I told him the full story. I 
said that 1 was very Hun thai I was 
treated in rhv house in the tame wav 
as hahjans are treated in nur viUojtcs 
and in society. Thetefora, 1 want 
Justice, 1 idd the chief mmiiter. He 
told me thet he would talk to Mr Rai 
and iHai my honour would be res¬ 
tored. 

Q. But hat the party decided lc take 
any acthn ojiatAfX idr Rai? 

A: Nu. the pony has mn taken uny 
ailKin ID far. But then, Mr Raj is not 
in Lucknow. He had lu Jtu uut to 
attend some weddinjt. 

Q: WAal do you wan; to do now? 

A: My demand is that he should 
ipnioitiia for his misbehaviour in the 
Hnuse He hu subcnilied hta ro«Mina- 
tion as deputy chief whip, which ih« 
chief minmer shoidd accepi. 

P. That is tU? 

\ Yus. 


closed the affair inside the Hdum und 
the opposition was unable to make an 
issue out of It. The next day. on 25 
February, chief minister. Mr Vish* 
wanaih Pracap Singh, wus seen by 
journalists talkini to Mrs Doharey and 
MrTriveni Rai. Mrs Doharey js said to 
have told the chief minister that she 
had been subjected to indignity and 
chat Mr Rai should either tender a 
written apology or she vnmJd be com* 
pelled to speuk up in the House when 
the opposition raised the matter. On 
his part. Mr Triveni Rai. who is a 
seniur C^ngressxli MLA fmm Asam* 

B rh. found strong support from a 
:ter written against Mrs Dohar» to 
the chief minister bv two other Cnn* 

E essfli Ml,As. The cnlcf imnisier cal* 
d Mrs Doharey for i wik on the 
evening of 25 February and Mr Rai 
left Lucknow. A,group of allpariy 
hurijan MLAs held a meeting of their 


own to discuss the incident but Mrs 
Doharey refused to attend 
When SoNiiAV met Mn Maharani 
Doharey at Lucknow on 2 March, sha 
nude a conscious attempt to play 
down the incident. Sbe saw no motive 
in Mr Rat's behaviour; and said he was 
merely being his usual gruff, unken 
self, indifferent in general towards 
women MLAs. wjch an arropni belief 
that he could threaten pany MLAs by 

raising ih« spectre of Su^iension from 

the Conuessdl. Mrs Doharey told us 
repeuieoly that the press had senta- 
lionaloed the issue by slating that a 
harijan MLA had been insulted by Mr 
Rai. When we pressed ihe point, 
however, Mrs Doharey admineo chat 
the inetdem would be seen by common 
hariians in the state, as one inore 
Inxtarttv of callous upper caste be* 
huvioar. ilnvidvninlly. Mr Triveni Rai 
belongs to the bhumihar iulH;aite of 


land*owning brahmins » 

The ostensible reason given by Mrs 
Maharani Duharey. for the restraint 
.she displayed in the days after the 
incident, is that xhe would not like tu 
fNe the opposition an opportunity to 
exploit the episode and use it against 
the Congress(l). But political obsen 
vers in Lucknow feel that there are 
two other possibilities behind Mrs 
Doharey's behaviour. For some time 
now. Mr* Doharey,ha* been lobbying 
for a ministerial berth, and observers 
feel that if she helps the party to hush 
up this particular story quickly, she 
might well be rewarded by the chief 
minister. The other possibility is that 
upper-caste MLAs in the state ere 
exerting a strong pressure on the chief 
minister, so that the issue dies out 
ukkly without any damage lo Mr 
riveni Rai't interests. 

Anil Suri 
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NEWS : INTERNATIONAL 


KENYA 

Will Mr Mol be 
another Idi Amin? 


MembtTN iif Kenya's lar|;e 
cocnmimitv jrv expr^ssina cvn* 
ctTii jnd l>ewildrrment over me re* 
cent oucburst a|;ainsc then by Preu- 
deni Duniel T. Arap Moi, in which he 
aicused nf “ruining" this east 

A1nc>in cnuniryS eL'inomy thruiiuh 
corrupt praciictfH and rhreatened Jc* 
p«ifiuiiur> for those found jiuilty of 
smu^i^ih»: snrrency or of ho^rdinfi 

Miliou^h some government officiuU 
sUv mm piivaiely irytii^ to rojssure 
\st.\n\ that they wiSI not be di’scrimin* 
<urO a^umst. senior memlivrs of the 
Asian community''Which ronsisis 
muMlv of iMciers and husinessmen— 
\a« rfmi (he Piosidvnt's widely public 
cised spi'C'ch injesti>d un unnecessary 
alvnieiii of insecurity when there 
all vody IS a ^nwirif; uncertuinty about 
the htruie 1*1 Asians in Konya. I^me of 
ilK'st Am.iiis said that Mr MoiS re* 
marks and ihv mireasiHK crujcisin uf 
Asians hy key Kenyan politicians 
ioiild ascrlecate the flight of Asian 
<apital tr<»m ihis uverwhriminipy poor 
countn und iierhaps also speed up the 
t lnl^l.lll«ln ol li'sideni Asians to the 
\V»>r 

' Whdi was the need for such a 
spirsh iMvt'" a^ked Jaisukh Khah. 
u’hn m ana lies ii small haberdashery in 
ilu' Ngaia Motion of Nairubi, where 
dn/eiis oi A sum'Owned stores are to* 
lilted. Mr Shah is scheduled to leave 
Kenva lur Britain soon (o join his 
Irimily *vh<> moved to live there fast 
si'dr.' He ptiinted toward scrolling 
shnpiKTs whune sarees and rurbans 
lent color to the drab neighbourhood. 
'They haven> forgotten whet hip- 
pent^ in Uganda. " Mr Shah, a &lira 
man in his 40b. said. “Doesn't the 
Hresidem realise what kmd of effect 
h(N remarks could have here?” 

Hiv leference waa to che expulsion 
exactly w decade ago uf 75,000 Asians 
(rum Uganda b> former President Idi 
A mill i>n charge.s of exploitation. 
li(;anda's previuusfv prospering eco* 
nomy virtually cu [lapsed after the 
Asians left, und now although Presi- 
dent A. Milton Oh^te is vigorously 
trying ru pentuade Indian managers 
and entrepreneurs to return to Ugan¬ 
da and ha.s even promised to give bvk 

expropriated pruperty. chare seen to 

be few takers. 

There are parallels to the pre-Amin 
Uganda situation here. Asians domin¬ 
ate the small-trade sector. They con- 
irni Kenya's textile industry. They 
staff managerial echelons in private 
banks and ousinesses. They man key 
technical posts m the state-run rail¬ 
ways and telecommunicaiioat ser* 
vices. They operate restaurants. 
According to Western dipiomaii vrho 



Woi 'AM.ins are ruining Ki ns.i 


have studied che Kenvan economy 
closely. Asians nuw conirul rwnriv 2^ 
per cent of the counirvS grms dome’s 
tic produci of four hilfion dollars. The 
per capita inconu* nt the lOO.OUf) 
strong Asian cammuniiy i> said to Inr 
SI5.1)00. while ihe overall tier capita 
inc«vme of Kenya's 17 million pr<iple is 
less than $40U 

“As in Uganda, the presence of 
Asians in Kenya i*> fi li much more 
than their actual numlieiv'' un Kum* 
pean envtw said. Due Kunvan momber 
uf Parliament recently alleged in a 
.speech that Asians cum rolled 90 per 
cent of the natnmS ntmomy. Presi 
dent Moi, himself » very wealthy man, 
alluded to the impact Asians have had 
on Kenya's economy. In his speech 
before visiting municipal officials 
from central Kenya, he did not refer to 
the Asians' mie in buUiling the infra* 
structure of (his country staniiig a 
century ’ago. when Asians werv 
brought here by British colonial rulers 
tocorutnict the Mombasa Klsumu rail 
way. “Instead of Indians using (heir 
advaved knowledge in busmt*ss to 
help Africans improve their piofii 
margins, Asians in this country arc 
ruining the country’s ci'untimv by 
smugging currency out erf this country 
and even hoarding esseniial goods and 
selling them through the back dnirc.'' 
che 57*year-old Mr Moi .said. 

“From now on, anybody fmind 
hoarding or smuggling will be 
punished severely.” the President 
said. "If be is an Asian, he will be 
deported iounedlately regardless of 
whether he is a ciiiten or nut. and if he 
is an African be will have his iKvnce 
cancelled.” Mr Moi has since told some 
senior Asian leaders here that he did 
not mean to ”sound discriminator'" 
and (hat bis warnings about cracking, 
down on sni^flers of currency «ip 


piled to everybody in Kenya, Hiij 
HTeral Asians inierviewed in ihix hilly 
capital cits' eMpreN*UKi concern thai 
Prvstdcni Moi's threat oi dcpuriution 
cuggesied that lovaliy was noi a two- 
wav sireet 

“Whji Mot is s.fving IS that liemg a 
Kenyan citi/rn dnosn’i iievessarily 
grant you sc'cuniv like Mi Amin, he 
IS pu'pjieii to deport his own 
citisciiN," oue sJiopki'i’pei on Hi.islijra 

5tre«*t —>moihe> Asi.tn neichbouihoiHl 
hete-'Suid "And whi'ie is ilir Vresi 
dent going to de^xiir rhevi* ttflt'iulers'*'" 

About tw^utbirds of ilie country's 
Asian population uiii.isis ol Kimvuh 
passjxiri holders while M.dOli Asians 
p<issesv Rrtiish pjsspoii*. ami annrher 
b, 0 (HI AsiaII** Itavi’l oiuler linh.io p«e:s 
^»ris There are also some Asians 
living lieie who hove l\ikisiHOi, Haini 
ladeshi ot Sri l.aiikaii L>(m'iislti|/s. 
These stall sties are lulJed hv WiMem 
and Asian thplomats from Kens.i 
vinmecii r«eoiJs, which also show that 
when Kenvj ohiained iodcfK*nds*me 
fium RriMin in l%.t (here* wece alinonT 
3(KMI'I0 Asians in this eiHourv There 
h«is bi*eri a steady einiuiarion of Axntiis 
frotn Kenya for more than ii decade .is 
Kenyan governnitmt policies concern 
ing, among other ihiiiKs, liieiKina 
liusini'ssvs, have fightilled. l*'ot exam 
pie. no Asian has iH'en issued he emus 
lor Ihe last seven veais for imporK'- 
tinpuiis amotini to more iliao two 
InIJicm Hollars anmi.illv-.iiid Asian 
traders trust nivon Keiivao lil.ii l>s for 
such diK umeois 

Since puhlic officials .ire jlhmid to 
engage in priviile business m Kenv.t. 
Mr Mot's liconting p**hcv has lesolriil 
in a situation w’here jhoiii rhiee oi 
four ttfnoir goverrimeni offui.ils 
obtain kO per cent ol imjMul licences 
and then act as irunsaction agenis foi 
Asianv who puv up to 25 per tent 
commission to them, according ro 
Wotvrn and Asian diplomatv. and 
Asian huvincssinen here 

Th« emigration hgorus show that 
abr>ut bOO Asian lamilies move so Rri 
tain p<*rmanently each year Hom 
Kenya Ahoui 250 families belonging 
in the Moslirn Ismaili M*ci leave each 
year from here to sc*ttlc in Carniila, 
and ami 1 hit 2l)d Asians emigriilc lo 
Ihe United Suies. Moreover, ihis 
emigi.uion has also been accompanied 
by a m.issive flight ot Asian capiral 
frum Kenya, according tn rommunilv 
leach*'' who private)v cue as Ihe 
leason an untie ipalhm among Asians 
■tf d<*turioiating conclitiimx for them in 
ihis crnjniry. One Western diphim.it 
w.is told Iry an influeotul Astnn leader 
of the Gujarati Shah coTnimmitv th.it 
rnembers of that tbmniuniiv have teg 
uJarlv sent abroad 50 per cent-^n 
more—of then income. 

There are no reiiahle figures avail 
able concerning how much moiuy 
Asians transmit abroad each year, 
although the anaiunl is go net ally 1k*- 
lieved tu lie millions of dolliii s. One 
estimate provided by a senior Asiuo 
leader put the amount of moiiev sorii 
overseas m the Iasi decade lu cxceird 
five billion dullard. 

Pranav Cunte 
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^The culture of poverty 


To the Wesiem foreigner the mbcmitbient of India has always been on 
erperience: terrifying^ overwhebnhig or idyllic. The croivded city roads with 
beggars and the diseased crawluig on the pavements; the holy city of Benares 
whetr the rich and the p<H)rpeiform their i'eligious rites side by side; or the 
extra vayani /mrties of the wealthy, beautiful Indians—who, although a 
nfinoritff, exist in hfdia, too. In this extract from Gods and Politicians 
(publi.shrd by Penguin Books Ltd.,atul distributed in India by Rnpa Co, 
price Us ld7. 7r>) HRUCE GRANT, the Australian High Commissioner to 

India in 1974, describes India as he satv it. 


M l' CMuld td 

iliv Indi.tn '^H*opW.' Imc I 
tior. knowing as 
mnch ihim ir«>m 

K'ltlllll)! vl(»nvH 

'll tIk' i»i«MKj liiMik Hi>.id iis rn>in 
1 klvMloflV luul mil) Ou'lD III 
IimIm |<»r il)r VVvsicMi hMcifiiitu m 
IihIm. l.ufil iMtfi |H’Mp|cuh«» ill iiin4«<i 
ail’ v» ik’pu'^>t‘<i *ix IM Mi’in litixiv 
liMiiMii.' till’ c|ur^|l<>ll id 'human 
^alM(’^* IS no Imtiki'I lll'•llrK' 

Ini l\ 

Mli’r a \ iMt i«» < akiilla I nuiiltr Munv 
MmIi'x 

Vmi III nil lira* ijux ui A'akh j 

|K’iM»ii siauliMc m a pMlvi Hix 
l.iiv IX a iiimnur kiuiv) 

Imm Ills lii’uil. lux evex xiiirv hi 
l>lcss|\ ami hi' liut’ is lonhnii'd 
uilli iht' aH'Mi)' nl rnmciDi’ni. IVm 
)>lt' xiilr xU'|i aioiiriil him: lux own 
IVhat tail miu iki? Call an 
.iinhiil.iiUL’ * ll"U' Aiul I Ill’ll* .irw 
<ir>ii'ix III ihix Mii’i’t. IviiiK "II pavr- 
mviitx un.li'i Hisps "f wiaps. 

pc'i flaps aficaili iltMil Ifuld him in 
Mini anils* \m" iaiirnn V"M uish 
Min scMihi. lull VMU laimiK It naiild 
Iv Ilk" ciadliiiK a Oixiastul animal. 
\iut itnn auav. an/.ry Vmi haii* 
NiiiiiM’lf N'nii fit’ll half him. Yim 
hall* lh" .imiL’nl sssit'm h«* in' 
fiahiis iiaiit i<> smash ih«* 

... . s>i"f«s a) (hi* 

11)11 si’iim. wht’rt’ vnu ii«*ii’ hi’^idmi; 

Miithfr rhfiosa luis uii" arixtiL’r. 
k’t di’aifi hi* ax |H’.iii< 1 iiI anil tooi* 
(iMiahk* as {KisxiUlr. She* ciaillfs 
llu'lll Ml llfi .11 nix It IS 'aiin**lllll||>. 

Alii’t a whik*. h<m"Vi.’i'. y*iu sl<>p 
iiotiLiKi; the hndifs. uliiihi’r ik’ail 
or alive, any more (lun v»u mu*hi 
iioiice bodies on .1 hadli’fii’Id. ^*ou 
Ix’i;iii tv mmi" ilie nalkiitti pooi 
Thv progress of your lai* i> affeilvii 
by (nein 111 narrow streets nr at 
iiiiuisei'iiunx. On funcpaihx and in 
xhiips viol have 10 ihrt’iid ilunudh 
them. Ill pm ks and fijidens you <lu 
not stand si ill fnr luni: or rhvy wiH 
form a iiroup around you You are 
mi kmaer anury: yon are irritated. 
. Crudely vou begin lu iunver^e. 
You trart wirh vvur Mrrvenrs whi> 


are i»oi reallv ptHo loii wlut knuw 
pui'eriy Ymi friend vou 1 sell 10 
sweepers and uardrii wurkt’is 
WIhi VMU Ivarii is luiiekrss A lathoi 
has srMin.Hh pains, a vhihl lias k’v 
I’l. k'fial diriicvliivs hat" aiison 
iiifi a small phn nt land clu* larmU 
lux HiHkfil tor seals, a Imiihei is 
111 Mil* with a 'had* isonuiM, a ilelH is 
linpjvabl" (Ki.isnouMv ,1 cnmiiph 
is ri’iNiiii'd A ihild paxxi's an i’\ 
.imination. a wi’dilnig is arranKed. 
somenuuiei hi oil's Ki vs loichieii. 


Ofoarex wtn‘rv the rKh and (Ai* piKiir 
haihe and prny 



Yi'Si dav ill" "ii’ii ti’iini «i| htv has 
Mini 111*11. 

Vmm tH*UMi Msitiny, a iillai'i*, in 
diisi ainl iiiimI, as ilu* itni'st nl a man 
olio 11,1s bill ri I Ill’ll' ,MUl ii’iMiris 
l•M1’M I 111* iilLioe IS ,1 si’iii's «il 
mild line ilnsU'is, mill imiIv a Iru' 

11 ,fill d IlMlISl*' Mil" m| 11 (Mill ICMI 
I'litfi I'hi' i.ilL M ,khoiM ilu iiiMiiti. 
iIm’ Ui’athi'i lln iiop^. Ih" mjsI oI 
ibuius (iifssip IS alioiii iillau" peo 
pit* N’o" i,Mili pliiiipsL's III lasi" 
and iL’JuiMMis insioTMs «>o aiitiinivnt 
.iIhmiI a dowis. viipi" liiil<il"ss 
lalHoitfrs ot an mtiMhii fuhk* i.isio 
Inn Ill’ll Mm li’iith NulfiiMKol naiojii 
,il, 01 fvi'ii lixj]. |>ij|iiKs Tlies 
sfviM MiiiMii’iL'sti'd iTi lit" iniisnii' 
ill" iillaUL*. Vi’l voiii III"ml. who 
Mins hvfx irii|><M>«Milli ui Ik’lhi. was 
bold here 

V1111 .nienrl a wvikhiii? al nighl 
Th" |sio"iii. Ml .1 sMil, >’ailuMd"ii 
tv 1(1) mar Isolds, lus li"dd iTrd|i|)ed 
Ml a satin (iiiluin. nukes ho wav in 
I h" Ki I I's III" IS" on a w h n i* horse, itb 
sadilh* and luirlli* uri<I a Lioih over 
Its mane and sliouldeo clinking 
and gliiteniiK fioni hundreds of 
ciiicheieii niniois. fu a tour* 
viheeli’d i.nl pushed from lichind 
by a i di IS a Iviml. wuli iiumpels. 
jiiordiuu and a bov singing ni u 
high'Uiiihfd wail into a mic 
lophune On fiaii are drummers und 
hoys larr.ving bright while 
keroienc lamps on ihcir heads, 
shoot mg and laughing, i’renrivd 
male d.iiicvri weave ni and out. The 
procession stops to allow them to 
lierfnrin. bai ks t uived. snaked hip^r 
and kneeii almitsi lourhing the 
ground, arms akimbo, bodies swirh 
mg, uyvs up mined and mouths 
fmihing. The noise is loiense The 
smell nfJ>iHlies und, ovci*sioniiUy. 
perfume, is strong. Hundreds ^ 
people, mostly men and children, 
have joined the prucession. 

It is quieter Avar the centre, but 
(he muster of ceremonies continues 
to creek jnkvi with the crowd while 
the priest nfficieteis drums rolk 
laughter abounds. The horse walks 
imnacuUtely on mats beneacli a 


loiu n.Min\\ vh.iniMii.i leJilmK 
]lu> hiidc' (l<HM lilt* |(rtK>iii d«** 
Mciulv aiul into the u ni I c 

Ml .1 riiMiiv iiuiMu I he inieM inis^ 
U'Uui'il MM'i .k hr .INN (i.iv. nn 

N\i\kh ait iolnuicti iHmder ili*vt 
c’iN. a CMiMiiiit Tied Hiili d reil 
ihuMil. Nxu’Mi*' Vh<' l>ri<lr aiiptMiN 
III I hr iin«»rv^av in a dark trd N.irt 
uiih pihl tiiindoiv her fiice <u* 
Mned. hut suimuiided hv no men 
.ind uiiIn all NniiliUK .ii the ^rrHim 
I hr hi I dr and mooiti tAchanfieK*>r 
LiikIn I hr (iiirNl mmCv s^ninkii'N 
nalrl, ()U<ir> ash nil (nreheadv and 
IT iNNiinii MM'r. accnmpaMird bvidik 
and itnneinrnl. rla|>N jriJ taiiKhN 
I and the hand NiaitN again i anti 
ihinks rmitk miAid iviih iiiNf 
uotrn arul Unit loi.ingev hKjUiitv. 
rnan.unrs alirads tut ni halt I Ynn 
iln not riuiuiie ul ihr tt^Nr ii nnnid 
havr lireii hrMind ihv stiiNildr 
ni ra ri m d r 11 hr* i fa mils I hr v i Uagv 
nunii V Ir'iiirr niUilJ have \>vw 
fiird Hill ihric nav nnt nite unhap 
(It la<i III Iv Mrii 
linha'N iKi\cll^. like ils LUlliite. in 
l«r(\aM\iv and (>>»vrMv in India is ihe 
nuKi usiHr in I hr VNinid In Snuth 
1 unT Asia. |>ntrfi> in slirnudrJ in 
Ul'r1K'l^ In l.alin Amriua. it in mIU ii 
k( pi mil <d Night, ihr sluniv inniiN air 
i<ii (luH i(nliniN Mtrs III All u a fjovrliv 
k- iiiMstls ill ilir uHiiiliv Nidr In llir 

\\rvl« (iMiniv IN iHKkvtetl Jn L'nm 
iiiiiiiinT 1 laniliiev nilh iHr < xu’piinn 
<»l I nha. |K»\rMv haN iK^eii rffet lively 
rvdiitrih II not cnmplrirly rcjniived. 
Knt 111 India it in evervvkhrrr On (vide 
the iinuNCN o| ih« highvvr officialN and 
ihr ulmIi hirst nulls iduah mi ihv land 
«an iiNU.ills hr Inund d hediamtlrd 
uinup. i>r j pidiiiiisr individual or 9 
hrgiiar. In the corridors nf rhe 
hinraiKTacy, .iimind the law cnurtN. nn 
the steps nf public buildings «\en in 
plates ihai are sccuiiis ton Minus, ytisi 
svilhind the cmiAregalions nf rhr |»our. 

Ii ks not (iiKicull in Umk ponr in 
India s'Ven when you are not sinckeii 
Vk'Uh poveitv. The npprevsjve weather, 
the dmi. Ihe lack of Mrnng sewing 
cot 111 n I d ue poss i hi v i n c h r I rndrncy to 
weal sramirs^ i* tut hi. the inseiisjiivity 
to suriuundriigs, the derelict buildings 
and (hr relent less prcNsure nf prirple 
contribute tn a landscape, and a town 
scape, that con be depressing. 

But the cultural aspect uf poverty is 
also tenacious, which m effect means 
that Hinduism is tenacious, an under* 
staieme n t I n d i as poverty an d rel igion 
are impoNsihlr to separate, for Hindu* 
ism accommodates poverty effurcles&' 
ly, as it does wealth Poverty now may 
be a sign that a prev ious existence was 
blemished, but release from the bonds 
of poverty (preferably by contempla* 
tiiiTi hut even by death) » a prepara¬ 
tion for sumething better. The wheel 
of life is thus a great equaliser, pro* 
vided people believe, and by and laru 
Indians <lo believe. Living in India 
makes one believe; evidence of the 
slow turning of the wheel of life lur* 
rounds you The socially chaotic char* 
^cier of Indian life, despite ils hierar* 
chical structure, is explained panly by 
poverty, as pressure of too many peo* 
pie on organised resources, but also by 


the likdihiHid that each Indian is 
preiiccupied with consulting his or her 
MHll. 

The city of the 
burning deed 

B enares* this is the oldest city In 
India. ]>etha|)s m the wnild When 
Buddha |>rvached nearbv at ^iarnaih 
Mho IK'vr Park) in BC. Benares 
was .ilready aruieni. so the local histo¬ 
rians vav. and mav have been coniem 
iHirarv with Aabvlon and Nineveh It 
has been a conim(*icial and pal meal 
centre from iimc to time hvl is miw a 
Cl tv devDfed in wMTship 
<liu* can see whv nf all tlie possible 
watering places un ilie river flanges. 
•Is It fhiwed from tbs* Himalayas cn the 
Bay ul B(*ngaL Benares liecame domi 
iMiii—a bend in the hig. hruwn river 
which turns ihc* west hank into an 
amnhirheaiie lacing the rising sun. 
and flat land, so that the river runs 
sUiwIv. Acciwding lo tlie same Incal 
histitrians, ihis is the imlv place where 
the (lunges luns north. In any case, it 
is a safe spi>t in the holy river fur ritual 
liathing The result is u curiuus sight: a 
city built iinlv on one bank. On the 
111 her side* wheit* piesiimahiv the wu* 

After a while you begin lo 
notice (he walking poor. 
The progress of your car is 
affected by them m narrow 
streets or at intersections. 

In parks and gardens they 
will form a gro\ip around 
you. You are no longer 
angry : you are irritated 

icr II as holy, unly ah old fort inter¬ 
rupts a landscape of rural Nimplicity 
On the left bank, as ir is railed, the 
mystery of the strmfuic and power nl 
the Hindu rcligiim in India is revealed: 
first, the pilgrims, ihe helluvers. the 
life fiirce vf Hinduism, pouring every 
day niiq the cMy, urdinaiA* people frum 
uU «>vor India whu have come lo haihe 
in ihu Ganges Why they believe <»r 
what they Iw'lieve is argued about, bur 
that they believe Is not. Without them, 
Brnart's wiwld he just anoiber city uf 
cuntemplatiun and learning, with 
minor commerce. Then, the he^ars of 
Benares, whu line the streets leading 
duvrii to the ghats and who depend on 
the pilgrims, os do the hundreds of 
temples (possibly thousands if the 
sm^lest are included, for although 
Shiva 1 $ dnminant in Benares, every 
god in the Hindu mythology seems tu 
have a temple) and the thousands of 
shops and Mails selling wedding saris, 
holy water and miniatures of the Shiva 
cull, especially the iingam. But it is the 
ghatk inai impose this Hindu city on 
the its believing multitudes. They 
stretch for miles, turning the weit 
bank into a senei of Hne stone 
embankments, with steps descending 
into ibe water, and often crowned with 
substantial residences, (or the ghiu 


arc I in the rich us well as ilic puiu. 
Tlivv h.iM'bs'i'n Inu I lover cent uiies hv 
rnalMiaiahs and mahiiran)« fioin all 
mei India, and restored and repaired 
Ik Hi'jlihy Hindu industrinliM.N and 
laiidimtu'iN 

.So there IS ilk* pattern the rich 
piMinlc ihc ghats. ih« peupW uf India 
I'M d«>wn them in tlieii millions to 
haihc. ihe prufi'ssional priests uf 
Hindiiisni igatheied iiiKier sunshades 
Mil the vicpsi pisKiiU* the necessary 
iiMi.iU aiul aiseNsmiev to ensure that 
mas I mum Iwuiefit is derived trom Ihe 
.iiiNiMciMiiN iku.iNiMii. and ihe beggars 
uc't Numething iti their IimwI un well. 
Ilinduisin In luit an eviiihliNhed church, 
ahluiuuh It IN lilt' reliKiohof liiilui. 11 n, 
a iii'iwiiik lit IIIits «iiid siih cults pro- 
iiding access and religions lH*nefitN lo 
luh and imhii iihke. Nn liigfi leliginus 
(ligmiaaes al serenunucs. iin curdin 
jIn. iiu hhkshnps, .ivAtnllahN ur chief 
mitriks or Ikon as nn ihe gnwl lists. Rul 
Ihe h ime Minister will visn u recluHe, 
kIio has raken «• vow of sils^me. and 
seek Ills aJviie. The diilhnrilv nf the 
Hindu piicsi In niitside the enrridurs ut 
power 

Hh* cicniAtmn ghiiis, nf which there 
aieonlv a cniiplv, are kept husv, fur it 
IS it privilege to be despaltHud in lhu» 
hnlk'Ni nf cities, and another of Bs' 
Hares' mdeniiiren is hiiblTatidn for the 
eldeilv. es|>eciallv widows f am graiv* 
fnl In ihesf ghats (or lemoving from 
mv memory (lie blunted bodies, hack- 
sides up, (he flesh peeked hv birds, 
isn h rupiain of a corpse, flouting in 
the Ganges My image ot death in 
bell .lies is lum Ihe sivinxPii/ «rx<* ffhif 
NinuNhes rA(< skidfnf the burning dead, 
.lUcming ihe In am. the symfxil nf life 
(laiher than the heart, the symbol of 
tile id waiTior and sporting ndiions i to 
be leleased. 

The mnliipltciiv uf Indian Rudv is 
confusing, hut the nutinn is mure soph* 
islicaied ihan thai <>f a single, all- 
powerful, loving God. who neveiihc 
lesN allows terrible things in happen 
on cHith. wen in his n.tme. In Hindu* 
ism, man ts also gud t'lhoii art thai'i 
part of the One. A guru may tonvince $ 
large enough fnllowing that he is an 
avatar of one of the famous guds. 
I'nlike Ihe Greeks, who also had many 

S ids. the Hindus do mil suffer frum 
'ar ul 'hubris,' the idea that man 
reached ft>r godlike powers only at his 
extreme peril. Doec this explain the 
deep sense of freedom which makes 
India so relaxing? Not the kind of 
freeJuffl that is buttressed by civil 
rights or constitutional guarantees nr 
equality before the law nr by respect 
for the dignity and sanctity ^ human 
llf(^^ indeed, least of all, respect for 
liffr^'-but the freedom tu be the kind of 
person you are. Preedum of personal* 
ily would be a Western dexription, 
although ii is more than (hat. 

I low can such a hierarchical socie* 
(y-<wilh a tight family system, prudish 
and punitive, and. over all, a pall of 
relcnilesK poverty'—produce such di¬ 
verse, mdividuait^ ^op.l«’ The range 
of tolerance for which British society is 
admired is narrow and timid compared 
with India's, if eccentrics and 
egocentrics, not social compromise 



.Hi*l iihImkiiI wisdom, jietho lest. Is <( 
IliMiJuisjik, Hhuh piMVulf'S a K’xI for 
<voiv Iniin.in Lh.n«ii'CL>risiic. like eighr* 
liumoutv* so (hat uki* 
HMiidv r\tiv siien| 2 th ot charavier. 

III IS jusiifiahlt*? K it (he 
»I <1 ( it iU’ of 111(11 an ckv i I isai i<m. dun ne 
whuti .Mivilunt: likely «> hap^'n lu 
liiinijii l>vih»:s> -the heijjhls and depths 
lit lunniih vxisft'iKe—1 ms happened? Is 
mu* irl.ued hecauso under ihe mhuI 
•I(id pohrical tensuins and the mu’mI 
.ihd |ii*i soii.il I’M deuces is u put tern uf 
(iviiiNatioii iIm( Kill coniiniie. even it 
mie 11 (HI son at IV destioved? 

Biiii^.iftnv A scieme adinitiisttatm 
iliM'iisses the Hlifliidvad (fitn. It is an 
i pilduny. .1 rnHiiifestutiiin tA (IikI m 
I lie toiin «if KtishiM. ons* nf the must 
|kv|inl.kr K<iils III (he fiidMii mvthuincy 
uliu «ip|ie.iis III the sU>rv as the char 
inlei’r ot rVi jiiiui. u KUNit WiKriiM Km il 
nisei rohtaiiis (he I’ere of (hr Hindu 
minal c"de On (hr eve ul >Mitle< 
Ar.tiniu <isks siidli. 'Why should I 
Amoiii: rfie enemv .i/e friends 
:ind lehxtves hr* has I lived alt his tile. 
Krishna leplh’s, Tlealh is insiKnifi 
lain. .1 itivie passajtv fium niie life In 
ate»(hvr.* Hill il Ihat is sis why holher 
III .Hi' ’Hi'i.Mise 11 ;s ynur i.isiC duty.' 
savs Ki isliri.i *>'(mi are a wumnr' Kara 
u an Mil ti>sh«Hi merevwuuld heinvial 
and a Kii in espressins mercy m an 
apiimpi lair tiuiu in a fulnie exisTcine 
Km lii»iv, asks Ariiina. can I avoid the 
l•'lnl>lsrMl uiMiA? Kiishna's answer is 
ii'uaird as a i lassie juscificaiiun of 
aiumi Medi(u(uMi without action i% 
nt»( the .mswet. he savs, h)i it does not 
.i« Mid imeiiia)I desire k is hypmriiical 
ii> ihiMii I hat iinfy mail Min can be 
saint h. I 'rnd IS ill live. s**cietv net*ds 
.ihd ihe aciive man should noi 
hr dehji led timii 'union with Brahma ' 
But he miisi ,Kt without desire ur 
aiixu'iv, vMibmit aiuchment to the 
result The wur'es of self interesied 
act Mill ,trr spii itual death. Ai jiinu. his 
iltuiliTs removed, wins a great victory 
Kii' later at course, uys the adminis- 
M aim smiliRR, Aniina icalM) defeated. 

The dance 
of the rich 

A ^eiiileiiuirs farm: In the day you 
I'III v<v It liorti a distance, whtto 
sioiu’. iitdvlK’ marhie, m (he heat. The 
dill k iMvuiliv lakes over at nlghr. Our 
he,ulhi;His piolH' a itauni, shaky cara* 
N.iTi Cie.ikini; and lurching, il turns 
Milt le Ih’ thiee linked drnvs pulled bv 
ihiee i.mieK. VVe rrawi behind lo 
aihm ,1 iriinitH’ting car tu pass. The 
iM,ul •'Vstem of India is strewn wkh 
i,i|iM/id II inks. The way some Indian 
cltueis handle anything with an en- 
eiiu III It. as it ir were a maclime (n 
aii.uk iiaiurv, including humankind, k 
I' siiijinsinu the war nt (he Indian 
iiKids IS nol i,<kej} more seriously by 
a III hunt ICS. Hut what can they du ab¬ 
out It? Some sai ninny nf the drivers 
,111 diiink. tkiving at mghr. even on a 
MiiK'i iiiuuirv road like (hi$. can be 
lUngeruus 

Wr come to ii village crussruads, a 
cluster of hum in' shops and dark forms 

/4 


India's poverty, like its cul¬ 
ture. is pervasive, it is 
everywhere. Outside the 
houses of the highest offi¬ 
cials and the wealthiest 
individuals, in the corn- 
dors of bureaucracy, 
around the law courts, 
even places that are 
security conscious, you 
wilt find the congregation 
of the poor 


(»f jirtiplc a nd val 1 le mi iv mg abuut. The 
smell IS swi'ct. hav and manure On the 
loadside arc lamps like tinkling bells, 
flutfiTiog in (he breeie of pa«vmg 
(raffle. py*ramid> of orangre and bana 
nas hanging m clumps. We turn a( the 
iTussriwds Arid soon lh«’ landKape 
(itflvicnl. palm» imtend (d ciicalypfs 

f ^KKl ferwes. a rarerikw culiivaied 
uok, (he saress uf moiicv UV turn in 
ihrongh .i gate of nutdcrn ironwork 
and cnirf ufion a fliHidlii scene, a 
gracetul drivewav overhung wiili 
hoiigainvilka. Lading to the white 
buildma. itanked hv a pink, fhiodlii 
tennis court and a blue. ilmKlIit swim* 
ming poul. 

Our host and hostess stand in an 
anteriMim which is drapi'd with animal 
skins, ahsiract paintings and copper. 
Ms |Mn|uetry flnui piM with Persian 
anil Kerlier carpels. We havemot met 
before and ihev did not see (he car 
ariivc. so ih*'* have no wav uf knowing 
who wy are. but ihev greet u> wiih 
exdaniatuais lA delight, poised, like 
dancing hipx. Iietwetn a glass in one 
hand and a i igareiie in ihc uther. The 
aniefiNim is crowded with people dart¬ 
ing (o and Frum a powder room and a 
leL’phone, ur lounging over a couch 
covered with hlack wool embroidery 
and draped with furs. Even normal Iv 
seslate pc<ipli\ like my diplomatic cot 
leagues, who arv pleasantly nervous at 
official Indian pan res when* alcohol is 
nut served and (he Indian men wear 
(hv iiigh Nehru collar and the Indian 
women wear sans, crvaimg acalm and 
vlegant atmosphere, are now almost 
r.ikish, shunting and daiting abuui as 
if they* iirv rbasing someone. We pro¬ 
ceed through (he house, skirting the 
fun. dnwn a path of flaming tocches tu 
a huge tent vi’here (he {(kkI and drink 
and thi’ hand are. as well as hundreds 
of people. I cannot »ev un Indian man 
in uniform <u national dress nor many 
Indian women in saris The men wear 
mostly (he tight pants, rurdurov or 
check jack vis and upeonecked shirts 
favoured bv film and rdevisinn perso¬ 
nalities of ihe lime and the women 
wear evening pant suits and caftans. 
Velvet is popular, as are setiuina. 

I dance with a languid young woman 
whose ambition is to live permanently 
In Ell rope. In the meantime, she 
spends as much time as she can there 


and hid in fact ‘jetted in‘ only yester¬ 
day. She smokes while we dunce and 
caps one fiwn impatienily whenever 1 
take longer than she desires to negoii 
a(e the crush nn (he dance flour. Her 
face js pale, her hair is lung and dark 
and her hands are immenselv coul. Her 
name i> Kuku When the daiKr ends 
she intruducDs me ru her Triend Bnbbi, 
.1 male, who is also pale, with dark hair 
and cool hands. They >ay I must meet 
Uikki who IS g<Mng lo Wa»hmg(on next 
W'eek. Bikki luu is pale and dark 
haired, but she is .slightly plump and 
her hand is warmer. She works for the 
World Bank, ur her husband does; it is 
iMM clear. Her interest is population 
contrid hut tonight she wants to talk 
about (he best place to live in 
Washingion. if yuu can'i afford 
Georgetown Hei uinhility (o atlurd 
Geurgetown is presented as an attri¬ 
bute B<»hhi IS sumeiliingtu do with the 
navy. He introduces niv lO Ki-ggie who 
mny bv vx-army and is now something 
tu d(» with Coca Cola Reggie has a 
fiiend who knows how (o gel hoUM s iii 
Washington. Thev all ilunk I muM 
linuw Raja, who is in politics and 
cruising pusi. Hv is a CongrvxHRiaii 
critical nf Mrs Gandhi, Hv wniiis to 
talk about a bvclestion which he 
thinks Congress might lose il the Jois, 
a MilK’asti' of wealthy peiisiints. and 
the Rajputs, a sulKaste nt Wairinrs, do 
not cumbini’. 'She's got no base in 
India except pilidcs. She has tu slay 
un tup to survive.' He is rvfeiring to 
Mts Gandhi, lit is chi’i'rfiil ui his 
dislike of his Ki ime Minister siii J cunfi* 
dvnt afxiut his own politual roots. '] 
am here,* he says, as if ho atwjivs will 
be. 

WV cat with a British coujde in hiitcl 
management who have flown fmm 
Singapore fur the party, a tall, fair 
woman frum Germany who is related 
by marriage to our host and hndess, 
Bikki and a handsome man, who play* 
ed tennis for India and whose wife is 
on a ski-tng holiday in Kurnpe, Reggie 
and a typist, perhaps from the Cana¬ 
dian embassy, and an Italian diplomat 
and his wife. The diplomat, wnu has 
written poetry, is excited by eating out 
under the siar.^; in India (indicating ihe 
roof of the tent). He recites a few lines 
he had written after a recent expedi¬ 
tion (in the sense that he had made a 
visit) to Kashmir. He writes poetry of 
the kind that, although nut perhaps 
poetry at all, is irresistible when re¬ 
cited with feeling. Like a prayer, his 
poem petitions the unseen and uri' 
knuwable, putting tbe diners in a state 
of grace while giving (hem time to 
relish what they are about to receive. 
The food, much of it flown in refriger¬ 
ated crates Iron Singapore, and the 
wine, French and German, are served 
buffet style. But with so many carvers 
and handlers and pouters about, you 
have only to indicate whet you want 
and tbe rest is done for you; you need 
on ly carry the pi at e bac k to wur te ble. 
^ven (hat can be avoided ir you hesi¬ 
tate for i moment. You are waited on 
for second helpings and your wine u 
aHvays poured 



Any Him abour India shguld include 
such a feast and such a party as this, 
with cloae ups of the eatinic. rhe daoc* 
ing and the general falling over in 
pleasure and exciteOMnt, mixing re- 
ireding long shots of our’flood-Ui oasts 
in the huge countryside of India, quiet 
at night and slow by day, lean and 
hungry all the timej with widening 
shuts to include the ravaged towns and 
cities of India. This was one kind o! 
opposition Mrs Gandhi faced—the 
opposition of the social rich. 

A pr^-rMOliitiOMry 

Ru»ia _ 

T he Congress party had tamed the 
industrial ricn, partly by accumo 
dating them, partly by neutralising 
their power. The industrial rich had 
also tamed Congress, by (.ontribuiing 
substantially to Its electoral expenses 
Tho social rich, howcvur, were still 
uf>posed raggedly to Congress and 
weiv marginally mfluemial, especially 
with foreigners. Excluded from the 
'commanding heighi.t* of ihe ec<momy. 
which were given to the state, not 
powerful enough to compete or inie* 
grate with the state, attacked by Con¬ 
gress and its leFtwIng supporters ai 
amisocial profiteers, they wete the 
former landed aristocrats of northern 
India and the commercial and prufes- 
sionnl elite of Bombay, who now ran 
newspapers, hotels and the service 
and entertainment industries, making 
enough profit lo live vrell, assisted hy 
the black market. They were direct 
and vivacious, charming and enter- 
(dining. 

Yet they suffered from an over¬ 
whelming disadvantage which gave 
even the best of them a defensive air: 
they had no idea how the vast majority 
of ihtfii fellow countrymen lived or, if 
they did know, they cTid not care, or if 
(hey did care, they did not like to 
think about it. Cau^t sometimes in a 
reflective mood, they would admit to 
an anxiety; it was that, one day, rhe 
great massev of the Indian p^ple. 
Ignored except as a market, would rise 
up and shrug ihum off. They gave 
Congress its due, bumbling and irritat¬ 
ing as it was; it had kept the Indian 
masses in place. But for how much 
longer? Civil disobedience and 
bureaucratic corruption were on the 
Increase. The price of their abstention 
from actively supporting Congress had 
a ho increased under Mrs Gandhi, who 
was unsettling the country. Her 
motivation was uncertain but her 
effect so far had been uminuus: busi¬ 
ness was duwn and rumblings of dis- 
contqpt at the refusal uf poverty to be 
abolished were nn the increase. 

India's wealthy, boHUtlful people are 
n»l unlike the wealthy and beautiful 
people of other countries, but they are 
perhaps ast>ecially depras.sing because 
they have so much iii commiin with 
those foreigners who i&irn with horror 
from the jiovertv of India, and w litile 
in common with their own people. 
Thvy have ionviiicud themselves that 
it IS somei'iie elsoVs job tu sulve the 


problems of poverty, ignorance, pre¬ 
judice and despair in India. Their 
talrni is to be civilised and. in spite of 
all the nastiness and hopelessness of 
India, to keep up their spirits, their 
style and (heir standards. To do this 
they have had to defend what pri- 
vilege.s thev have in order to have the 
money and the leisure to remain civil¬ 
ised. and in harden their hearts 
against the dispossessed, treating 
them almost as inhabiiants of another 
country. Indeed, they pined for some 
other country than India, where the 
comfurts of life were not so hardwun 
and so hard to defend. 

No Cummunisi amhassadnrs were 
invited to iheir paniev and only those 
from rich, usually oil-rich, countries of 
the Third World thut not marv- be¬ 
cause the Arabs were so absiemlous in 
public). So it was the industrial demo- 
crai'ievof the West-who providvd their 
foreign guest lisi^ rsM^cially diplo¬ 
mats. businessmen and lournalists. 
and It was at their pariK's ihui g<nvip 
was exchanged. optnionN aired, 
rumours circulats*d. arrangements dis- 
cuased, appointments made What was 
in common at these parties was a 
disdain for India, an undcii orient of 
suhverxion. short of irvawin hut 
beyond the call of criiicism. Used wiih 
envy and hoatiUly towards the West, 
because (he Wesi kept its gondios to 
itself instead uf (and here con versa- 
tion became more intense and loss 
(oherem i cither helping India mnie nr 
nut helping Mrs (Unohi ai all. and 
thereby, hopefullv, ridding the cnuii 
try of'her. 

Thu rich and beautiful crn'Kistcd 
uneasily in India with .iiHithcr gruun. 
whn were onse rich ami cv<-n pnssilMv 
beautiful, and who n>m lived m crumb 
ling bungalows, with decrepit ie> 
tinues. S<Hne of them still have ludidAy 
houses in the hill stati'ms beUnred hy 
the British, now outmoded lot the 
younger generation by aintinditiun 
ing. and manv of ihnn lis'e deter 
minedly in the past, nca fMtausi- they 
are cnnsciuusly against independent 
India but because they now l<M>k back 
to nfure settled times under the Bnt. 
ish. They are often members of prince¬ 
ly families, through whom (he British 
used to rule, or retainers of those 


A uiua/ street vertv to any /odiaa city ax 
nighx: parexDc/H ifwJJen sleep in fmxit 
of rioseJ 



families, or retired public servancH. 
They arc feudal, whereas Bikki and 
Bohbi and their friends are romping 
bonrgenisic. 

Tliey know voihing of the Interna- 
ikoiial Monctarv Fund or the Asian 
I3evclupmeni Rank, or the latest K>li. 
tical gossip, hut they Jo know about 
inflation and taxes and regulations 
which made ii dilhmlt to sell or lease 
their properiieh. except ai a loss, and 
the piessure on their giandchildien to 
get into good schools They yearn foi 
stability and luw acid order, for cour¬ 
tesy and decency. They are us up pal led 
hy the supposed sophistication «>f rhe 
last set in Bombay as they air by the 
reported conditions of the newly rich 

E rasants m Hunjab, Haryana and 
iiAT Pmdeih. Some of them have 
reached the dreaming si a go, when the 
past suffuses their lives, giving ihem u 
terminal glow, surrounded by i>ld. 
perhaps lovely things full of meaning 
tor them; some are irritable ami an¬ 
xious. Whenever 1 entered iheir 
houftua, uften finding ihem living in 
only a quatier uf the space. m»mctitncs 
actually with dust sm'cts over ihc 
furniture in the unused rooms, 
attended hy a servant ui ciumpled 
white, the huusehold susiaining an 
unnatural briskness, one imagined, for 
the visilor. I suppressed n itembic of 
how su|ie«bly anthem Ic ihoir t>'|tro 
sent at tun of their siluation was, ns if 
ihev h'td themselves ccan'd toinniiei. 

I made o note ab»ni rhe 'Kuomni- 
lang thesis' whivU orgocHl I hoi Mrs 
Gandhi's govcinmein w,is p<<ifoimiiig 
the same role in India as the Kuomni- 
tung had in C hina Ixfore Hie ('oinniun- 
ists had taken - 

The uim|iaiisoii is .iciu.Jly rlosi-r 
with KnssMi than wiih I hino. The 
Communist lireaktliioagli in C hino 
came from mulnlising the mosses, 
especially the p<;asanis Rut m In¬ 
dia the long siiflei Ing peusani 
dm-sn'r have the eneruv lo oigaoise 
orxl iheie is no one ahU in oigaoise 
him. 'I he long, patient iHinpaign o| 
ihv Chincss* Comtntnnsis. |M)\iiig as 
agrarian refuimeis, will nut lx 
diipikated in India. Tile likeliluwicl 
in India, if anything Joes hnppen. is 
u coup at the lop. a siuUfen. Iml 
Jiant takcovei which will bo con- 
solidaied in time .igatiisi ihe p>is- 
sm* resistance of th*- m.iss of th*' 
iH^'pIc ts-|iu would In- iis <ld1n idt as 
ilie kussian <il the Clntiest-i to 
organise. 

India is full uf Msiouoiies. rvlor- 
mcis. voluptuaries, gall,ml nfftceis 
given lu dissipaiion. sc ivaiils shiil 
fling alHiiit in glooms hiiiigHiows. 
businessmen ol>st-ssed Vvuli giie- 
vaiKes. hureaiurats seeing lili- 
thimigh H li.iri’ of lepulatkons .ind 
^X’M> iivalMrs, soung people long 
itig lo tfsc.ipe. iiJlionabsts who b<' 
lome mine dciiam as the lountiv's 
prestige riechnes. iiaffukeis in 
souls, dispirited mosses juugiiu! bu 
a Ii .iflei 01 spiriliial release It is 
like I we revolutionary Kns>ia. aswp 
know II from the nineleviiih 
leiiturv Kiissjan wriieis. M 
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Music Indio hos oltvovs 
brought vou Che latest 
internocionol music 
olmost simulconeousiv 
oilch Its reieose In the UJest. 




hrom noiu on, ujhen you’re 
loohino for the best From 
Che LUestr look for music 
from Musk lr>dlo. 
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Civil wars in the opposition 

T he unity moves by the j '•bo ire well awire of d 

three non communist pvty's links with the RSS. The B. 

^rastion partly the U>k ■ V J nas liiile support aaumg the rui 

1^, the Janata Party and poor for whom the party represee 

the ConaresuSl. have had ^ th. 


T he unity moves by the 

three non-communist 
opposition parties, the tok 
Dai, the Janata Party and 
the ConpesuSh have had 
only one result; they have broi^hc 
the internal dissensions of the par* 
ties to the surface. The Lok Dal 
leader, Madhu Limaye, has had to 
resign from his post of secretary 
general of the party. Biju Patnaik 
and Devi Lai are in trouble. And 
even the party’s leader. Charan 
Sin^, had to face a few uncomfort 
able munvenis at the last meeiingof 
its national executive 
The Coniress(S) is facing a civil 
war. The Kerala unit of the party 
was the first to revolt against the 
unity moves, and now the West 
Bengal unit has also started oppos* 
ing It pubhcly. The situation is not 
ai Did in the Janata, but it is fairly 
wall known ^ now that Morarji 
Desai and some of his Ueutenants 
are bitterly opposed to a condition* 
al merger with the “betrayers" in 
the Lok Dal. Babu jagjivan Ran*s 
Congress and H N. Mhuguna'i 
OtmgcratK Socialist Front have 
bluntly said that they would not 
(oin the new party if ever it came 
into existence Nor has the Bhartiya 
Janata Party been too enthusiastic 
about a merger. As far as the Left 
Mrtiei are cocKerned, they have, so 
far. not shown any interest in the 
unity efforts of the non communist 
grou^. The CPI(M). for instance, is 
wailing to see if Mrs Gandhi 
allow Its government in West Ben* 
gal to continue till the end of the 
term, before taking e decision on its 
attitude to the proposed united 

t anata. For the CPI, the biggest 
urdle towards opposition coopera* 
cion is tbe BJF: at its next party 
congress in Varanasi, it is going to 
proclaim that the biggest threat to 
Indian politics is tbe BJP. 

Just three mcnitbs ^o• political 
pundits were predicting ^c the 
major non*coinmunist pariias 
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By BARUN SENGUfTA 

would unite. Some leaders bad 
even planned an uniud campaign 
against Mrs Gandhi by Fabruuy* 
March. Yet, today Mrs Gandhi 
seems unconcerned ebout the 
opposition. 8be is more intereaced 
in sening bet own house as well u 
her own party in order. 

Though the oppourion has not 
been'able to unite, it has at loget 
not misted any opportunity of 
aiCKking Mrs Gaodhi. In this it has 
been helped bv the conduct of »ftm e 
of Mrs Canohi's partysMn. Tbe 
Aotulay affair. Gundu Rao's misba* 
haviour and even the case of the 
IAS probationer have helped pro* 
vide votne fuel to a dispirited 
oppoviiMin. And such a situation 
will continue as long as Mrs Gandhi 
does not have a coimive party with 
stable slate uturs. 

But simply criticising Mrs Gandhi 
is not going to get the opposition 
anywhere. To remove her from 
power the opposition mil noed an 
electoral victory. And this is whort 
Mrs Gandhrs strength lies. Evan in 
1977 Mrs Gandhi's party polM • 
little above 30 per cent of the votes 
cast. Besides, none of the opposi* 
tion parties have en all-India base. 
Even the BJP’s follow^ is con* 
fioed to the Hindi-speaking areas of 
the north, and wh^ar w party 
has increased in foUowiog In the 
south and tbe aortb*east eao o^y 
be gauged during tbe Dcn elec¬ 
tions. Moreover, Urn BJP does not 
have any suppctft among the Mas* 


Jag/iran Ram, Chsran SuMh. Varimvee? no uAiry 
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lims, who ire well aware of the 
partv's links with the RSS. The BJP 
has little support aaumg the rural 
poor for whom the party represents 
I the well-to-do trading community of 
the raofussU towns. It may be true 
that the BJP has the suongesi 
cadre in India, but it dues not have 
corresponding support among tha 
masses. 

The CPI(M) has both a strung 
cadre and support among the mas¬ 
ses. But the ^ty's weakness lies in 
the feet that this support is limited 
to only a cou|ile of states. In West 
Bengal and Tripura the par» is not 
as strong ai it was in 1977 and a 
section of the electorate is disillu* 
sloned over the functioning of its 

S ivenuneots. Even in Assam the 
PI(M) has lost a large number of 
supporters: some uf the Bengalis 
who have in the past voted for the 
CPIfM) have now switched iheir 
iUegiaace to Mrs Gandhi. And the 
CPI does not have either a strung 
organisation or a following except 
in Kerala and Bihar; in both these 
states its strength is limited. 

The Lok DaPs supMrt is largely 
confined to Chaudhuri Charan 
Singh's personal following In east* 
em Haryana, western DP and sume 
pans in Bihar. Though the Lok Dal 
has leaders like Karpoori Thekur, 
Devi Lol and Biju Patnaik, none of 
them can play an imponant role in 
national politics, while George Fer¬ 
nandes and Ma^u Limeve do not 
have support in any of tne states. 
As for the Janate Party end Con* 
iretefSh neither of these parties 
have any substantial following in 
any nate* lo fact, these two perties 
are simply being used as “waiting 
rooms" by some well known politi¬ 
cians. So weak is the opposition 
that even put together it will not be 
able to secure more than 3$ per 
cent of the votes. Individually, no 
party can collect more then 10 per 
cent. Hot is there any chance of this 
percentage changing during the 
Mxt rwo or three years. 

So, as long as the opposition is 
uivided, Mrs Gandhi is safe. Even if 
the Congressd) secures 35 per cent 
of tbe votes cast, it will still get 
about SO per cent of the Sal^e 
seats. Id 1974, in tbe UP Assembly 
elecdOAS, Mrs Gandhi's party se¬ 
cured less than 39 per cent the 
VMes polled, yet it managed to gat a 
bare majority in the Assembly. 

Tbe irony is that the opposition 
leaden realise this verv wel]>-^ut 
for them peraonil ambitions are 
more important than defeating Mrs 
Gandhi unitedly ILid it not been 
so, the Janata ntlirninent would 
have lasted mu» longer. 
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India presents yet another 
symbol of man's victory t(>r mankind: 

a 2(K)-lakh tonne storage network 
that provides tor the world’s largest 
public distribution system. 


On Oitf hrirtd vom hAve th« 

MnviT Ttv iosMPr o< 
vx lory prnrLwmn^ man's 

in thA martini jti>. and m 

sTTuctufol 

Ttidiy. cAn boast <4 
aoDlher linwi td viclnry * thi€ tal, 
sidit'lv silo that stands nul against 
ihr indian shylme EacK a marvel ol 
L jpdNe of slmmg 

ihQii>irv]» oi tonnes ol SMheat m 
electrnnicaliy l ontmV^ corvtiltons 
These siUa. tngethar wiiK the 
timveniKmal g^wns 1(am a two 
thovisand unt strong network. Md 
up ar>d maintained ^ the Food 
Corporation This network is loday 
helping India to emerge the viclor in 
her dnve to provide foodgrama 

lor 693 rmilton d her peopk 


ASffau 


Forming the backbone of this 
neiwotk is the Governmeni's 
iind|ue two pronged drive, to 
support the farmer, and protect the 
consumer FC1 procures ^Mut 130 
Lakh lonne grams every year Irom the 
Incknn farmer ai prices tftei are 
remunerative am wurk as an 
mrerilive 1oi the tarmer to grow 
more Thrse'slocks .vid a "oulfer'' 
have caled for an increase 
wt FCTs sinrage rapacity fror^ blaWh 
tonnes m 1%6 to 200 lakh tonnes 
in 1991—enabling FCl to firovide 
every consumer unmterruded 



M th4 Smac# ol Iht Notion 


suppSr of foodgrams at Ian prices 
across the country This cois kw a 
massive movement activity that 
sees FCl using on an average 
nearly 2600 broad gauge wagons 
and 300 metre gauge uragons 
every d^ for ^^latching 
lood^m. sugar and imponed 
non potassic fertDisers. 

Manned by over 73.000 people. 
wHh 13S Oistrici Ofhres, 2044 
Storage Potrts. 130 Quality Testing 
Laboralories. the Fo^ Cotporation 
ol India IS the angke largest 
foodgrams distributor in the world 
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THE WORLD 


North Korea’s 
heir apparent 


Riit in OAU 



Kim U Sun$. m»kir\$ 

Kim Jons (l»4]>y«tr'Old son 
of North Korean fVeiidstit 
Ktm II SuDA, will in all likeli* 
houd succeed hU ferher si 
head cd ^uw The ■xeina Kim 
II SunA, >«ho wrill be 7(i this 
April, u prepurins (he ground 
f<ir hill iiuirs eventual (jkcav* 


cr. Pyon^snA waichark ei- 
pe<( that the Supreme Pco- 
plA Assembly, ibe North Ko¬ 
rean Ptriitmvnt, will elect 
Kim Jong II to n Vice Preu 
dent's pMi and thus ntn pub 
Ik lefiilnecy to the succev 
sian Ktm Jmia II is alree(l)i 
the elivctive Iwad of the Ko¬ 
rean Worliety?any» beinK the 
firirr of its nine secretaries. 
His inllueAce m naiiunal 
affairs has been apparent 
since the Seventies, but this Is 
the first time that ir is heinn 

C ublidf endorsed He ha« 
riiiA playins a leadinf ride 
m sup^isiiiA the country's 
economic manaMmeni, and 
will now probably turn his 
aiteniinn to tbe political side 
as well. He is eapecied tn 
betin by removWA two of the 
14 deputy prine minUiem 

and masiernindinB the 
appointment ol a new 
cabinet. 


Turkey’s ruling 
funta tries to reform 


In whur is probably an 
aittinpi to placate its KKC 
Mmi tales, Turkey's rulinp 
junta ore easing the clamp* 
dtiwn on political acrivity. tn 
antaipuhon of his new year's 
day priimiM' to restore civi* 
luvn rulv, Cvfleral Kenan 
F.rren has lifted the decree 
Imnnine {Mhiical ■aaicmenth 
The ban on former PMs,Suttv* 
man Demirel ileadur of the 
riihi wing Justice Party) and 
Kulrnt Ecevjt (leader of the 
lefi-win| Republican Peopled 
Tarty) however continues In 
nnother concilia lory Resture. 
the junu, who tiad toipris* 
uned Ecevit for breaking the 
han, rvlvaM'd hire before his 
loiir-munrh senlence was up 


The Orunisation of African 
Unity (OAUlenerged wound 
rd. buc not fatally, out of one 
ofehemust divisive sessions in 
Its lb>yeaT hutory. Hie meet- 
iog at Addu Ababa saw more 
than a ihird uf OAlJ's Si mem¬ 
bers keep away as part of a 
Mnruccan-led attem^ (O halt 
lalkv by depriving the session 
of ihe quorum. Hie iDove, 
haiwever. (ailed as Liberia 
and Upper Volta who had 
decided lo quit the talks. 


The^ gestures are. according 
lo obs«*rTerv part of Ankara's 

E lan lo abort tbe Danish- 
acked move lo bring Turkey 
befsire Ihe rurvmanCommi> 
Sion on Human Righis for the 
>unia's urfture of cerrorists 
Mure impnnanily. th<* gencr 
al« do nut want to lost* ih«‘ i 
.140 million loan from ih« 
OECD, or antanunisr the KEC 
which givo $ one billion in 
aid to Turkey annually. The 
EEC Varliametil had passed a 
resolution not to give aid tiU 
(be generals gave stonicer 
guarantees on human hidits. 
While this is not binding on 
the Communiiv. it is unluroly 
that anv aid will be* funheom- 
ing. 


Sweeping to conquer 


The Chairman nf the 
Chinese Communist Tarty. 
Hu Yaobang, along with three 
vice-premiers and four senior 
officials recently swept roads 
and loaded carts in Bcihai 
Park. Beijing, as rheir con¬ 
tribution in a naiinnal drive 
to inipcpvv the vnyironmetii. 
Mr Yaohang ulsti Irni an help 
mg lutid lo vktnv vining psN>- 


ple carrying tiles and ihen, 
with the help of Yang Dethu 
the chief of staff of the Pr^ 
pie's Liberal ivfl Army, loaded 
a small cart. During ibe reign 
uF Uao Xedong. it was oblige 
lory fur senior officials in du 
manual labour as the leie 
chairman believed that other 
wise one would lose contari 
with the ma«ws 


were present m ihe confer 
«nce hall This, uccurding lu 
OAU officials was enmigh in 
make the talks quorate. The 
reason (or the split was the 
admittance of the Salir«twi 
Arab Democratic Republic ua 
the Slsi member of OAU. This 
republic is fighting Muroct iin 
control of wcslurn Sahara. 
The row is likely in jeopardise* 
the OAU's summit m Lihvii 
and might evenioallv lead lu 
a ijdit. 



Arresti In New delicacy 


Pekistan 

1 

Pakistan police recently 
arrested 2.(lo5 people alleged- 

S inwdvod in a piw in foment 
^turbancev and ussasiinata 
impurum pwpk. A pelke 
spokesman said that they 
have also seired e large 
i|iianfiiy i4 afms.atnmuiuiion 
; and subversive Uterattira, 
Most ol those arrest^ were 
members of ihv late Prime 
hfiBtsier /.ulfikur Ali Bhutto** 
Pakistan People's Party and 
, sonu were i op level govern¬ 
ment officials, 

Sadat’s widow 
might leave 
Egypt 



Rumiiurs pcoit (hat Mrs 
Jjhan twuUi. widow of the 
assasvin.iiL*J President, is 
planning in kavi* Egypt per- 
mancuily The rumours are 
bas«*d *m tfk* fact (hat Mrs 
Sadat, whose glamorous lifet* 
ivie bas always been a source 
id wuli-bpread crilicism. has 
opi»li4-d for a passport Family 
Mniites, however, maintain 
that Mrs Sadat has asked for a 
pavspiN i as xhi* wants to «u on 
pilgruhNce lo MiCCJ 


The Libyan* have lahen a 
audden liking for the .aincl. 
Not B» a beast of buiden hui 
as a culinary deliiacv. Some 
Libyan businessmen roceniiy 
ordered 700 eameU from Au¬ 
stralia. Those who have lasted 
camel's meal uy ihui ii is 
very stringy and tough 1 htv ti 
the (irat Ttme rhat ihi-rc haa 
been such a bulk demand for 
camels from Ausrraha. 

Attack on 
Qadhaii 

A senior United Stales gov. 
ernmeni officml rvcrntly 
teileraied ihat the liA had 
enough evidence to prove 
that Cidonel Qadhafiwas sh<it 
but not seriously injutud 
News repiiriv iiboul the 
alleged assasstuaiion HttemiK 
were dismissed lusi inonih hy 
Tripoli The official said (hut 
(he Israelis were n<H involved 
in ihe aiienpt whh h occurred 
while Qadhafiwas visumg a 
defence headquarters areu in 
(he Libyan countrysiJv. The 
bullet, according to the oili 
cial. nicked (Jadhufi's ^u\v. 

Sudan 
bailed out 

Seven nations have* agr^c-d 
lo give emergency aid lo 
Sudan, which |n <in 'the abso. 
luie edge of bankcrupi Tho 
aid will total S million 

Saudi Arabia's roninbuiion i*, 
the largest, S 1<)0 mitlxMi. 
Hrnain's ihe smalirsi $ oiii* 
million The situaiion is s>i 
dvspvraic that r|ic> govetii 
meni caiitu^ even (uv f'li \hv 
petrol to II ansp<»rt«rojis Irttoi 
one pimo to anoihi*i 





GIHE \?4FlKrr SECIIO 




W lut a 8 talented actor 
like Om PttfV doirg; in 
a f iJ n like itaascr Pyv Ke ^ 
The cast includea other 
stars like RekhM, Sb»bana 
Aimi, Vtpai Duit and Stiitr 
am popular stars all. 
Apparently diiectitr' V. B. 

R^jendn Prusad wants to 
test Oni PuriN abilities m a 
run-rdihe mill liln, 

I n^p it e of al 1 1 he bift ban- 
mfs. hi^ direciorvcius- 
sn»t him and popular 
ht’niine< siamne opposite 
lum. success has not pione to 
iWithun t'Aakniverry'shead. 
lust the other dav. on ibe 
sets uf Aanlrfrop Kv Samne. 
hi* viMs found sittinit nn a 
mattress, busy lalkmK «nih 
i«istar Vfuytitdn. about a 
scene to M shot No 
nakhras (fusel. iw> tantrums 
about 4 chair for «i big star. I 
sup non* that IS modesty a fa 


N ow that lyharum Kan- 
ra>^irecied Iry .Su/lan 
AhmeJand starring Raj 
Aueiar. Haje^h Ahanna. 
Jeetfndra. Sutakaftana Pan 
dir, ffeeAH Roy and Amjad 
Aha/^has h^n completed, 
Sultan Is a very relaxed 
man. Like must of his cri- 
liL*s> the director t«Hi was 
rather apprehensive about 
the fate on he Him. Howev¬ 
er, ih i ngs are d if f erent now. 
and Sultan's mo%r vehemeni 
critics seem tu have fallen 
aiient. 

T he disco crate seemii to 
have hit the (»ujurati 
film industry And who do 
you think lias stolen the 
show? Prtfrrui Nar.tyMt. of 

course. Just thv other dav 
she was seen dunving merri 
ly on I he sets ol Jawatxiar. 
Naturally the uunrion 
beoig asked in filmy circles 
is: Ih l*ruma migraiinK to 
Gujaruti films like Aruna 
franj and Kira 5fiudurr? 
Apparently not. According 
to reliable sources. Hrema » 
on the verge of reploc ing 
Kahana tyer when it comes 
lo dancing in the Bombay 
films. Looks like her fame 
as ii dancer has spread m 
to Gujurati films loo ^ fl 


Ihtpa: prrotfOflg the Wrtuei of ct/ih aiom 


S o«»n afuT she got married 
to a college iK'iurnr, 
IA*«pa was heard lecturing 
everyone uliuut ihe value of 
education and how she 
would cimtmue wilh her siu 
dies which she had iefi uff 
iitsciMail However, instead 
ol bei I im ing a n eager si u* 
dent, ileepa has h^ome a 
m<ithcr: she delivered a 
baby boy in Kebruary. 

T he CiihareT dance sequ¬ 
ence fur the film Mangil 
Nila which wosshot at 
Adayar TiJm Institute c'ost a 
stupendous amount: Rs two 
lakns. Actoi Sur(*sh and ac¬ 
tress R.io;/oi wnh a bevy of 
dancer% fr,«i ua-d in tin- 
’^uetKo riierilm ivheini; 
pn^uced hy K. M.imtkum 
and Chandra n. 


Kalpana iyvr: etpiaced 
kyPrama} 


S JanaJci’s disc with 11 
■ songs of Thyagataja U 
about to be released. All the 
11 songs were recorded in 
ihe course of a single day. 
The disc marks the silver 
jubilee of her career. In¬ 
cidentally, like JtmdaSi S. 
Janahi can sing M(h classic* 
al and film lumgs with e<|uaJ 









Suyliyuwlt 


Beginning 21 March 


By AMRITLAL 


(19 Htrl This, 

/riy urHorturnf^. a nof a v*ry 
t wMk lof you. ThOM m 

service should noi push forth 
- piars but art tdvatd to 

tttdt 10 ihair utuAi work roulint Not a good 
WMk lof urtteruking new ano nsky vtnbirts 
AO l«r IS bvirritsimen are corKsmtd The 
domestic front wit not rerYittn very peaceful 
Ihis week Prepare youneii for opposieon 
from your spouse Elderly relattves Should 
be dealt wun tact' and ppi<ence tius week 
6oo0 sales: 2t. and 2S luefey eembert: 5. 
6 end 9. Fmurabte dlredtoa; East 

\ 7 ( -1 My-14 Jeite) A 

»o'V sijr ccT&iiii week i$ lore- 
Luck wtil smiu on you 
fl esppcW^ il you are a spo^* 

U* v3^'j fTiiin Knt rhose m service, your 
eiiorte will c(tmn in tor a great ptai oi prMe 
from people who mntinr Bus<r>essmen too. 
will be able to enier m'o lur relive deeds The 
domest>n irom promises lo be very peeceiui 
Ihis wr H and will be e source of |0y lor you 
for iti' se ijnmorried. a romanca ism the 
oHing Howovor, welch your heeilh Gee# 

aitei: 22 24 erwi 26 lecty eemMfs t, 4 and 
6 Favourable dlrectiee Nonh. 


r^Y;.> Ob'VIRI (IS Juae—14 dity) 
*! '.iHni'iiieu. ihe week eheed 
l\ i ‘ hfjt promise to Oe a 

one Be on your guard 
I/" /i /J^aijeHivi diioeii for mote m 
service, ulficr* will lum out to be bonrig and 
annoying for you Also, you wiU be under 
consteni apprehchsioti Welch oul. wnggmg 
longues moy rnust* you some rkstress 
However, rfom;; be dt**.;P(viOerH Watch your 
moves closriy tnri do noi dnpnnd on oinors 
this W'l^k il * (K: r rceltve our^uAs 

nnd the unr’i*i:i«;«nr«. will be over 6eed 
iatei: 23. 2b end 27 Ivefey evnbers' 2.5 and 
6. Fiveerable dlrestlea: S^uih 


[TrT^?^ CANCEft <1$ July—14 AugestJ A 
^ week ol bnlhani prospects fer 
those in sennea. The lucky 
ones among you are Uieiv to 
promoted or transferred 
Othere will receive a speosl maemenl A 
lournuy in cornrc^rvi vvii', yout work is no* j 
ruled out A '.*l••:ol wcok kv h..r»rir*ssmcn j 
unwise invustmcnl*. AUi :*olv “eirl to 
f'nanciai tossc-. i'k' ' 'io»ii vnS 

remain cam* ilvWf/" I'h* ‘»eaii»i oi trie 
young membeis uf yOi/r 'jimry it'.sy I't^jbln 
you lor a wMte Coed dales; 21. 24 end 27 
mmbers, 1. 4 and b. FavevraWe dlres* 
tleii: Wesi. 


ICO (16 tapri-14 ItHaabir) 

M^Py^;A very tmf t week for ro- 
^'mance lea ahead oi you. 
[u^RD \ amends tor pad enwa 
and la wi be weH betwew 
you and your partner Thoee yet to And a 
suitable Spouse may fnd tie parson of your 
haanj A word of ceuiton for thoee «i 
service, tea week your «*s agues wt hen 
out 10 be extrerpely compaaiive. Oo not be 
unduly worried A aecrei aaso&eboniMH naip 
you Check your fer^ deed Ms* 22. 2G 
end 26 Uchy SMelert; 2,6 and a ftvoaribla 
dindloa: Southeast 

B VIMO 411 HHiPkir—H Ode- 
l«) A week cl hacac aorvity • 
Ml store for you fnends «>d 
relattvet witi be around keep- 
mg you busy weh picnics and 
parties The domesbc troni «■ prowde you 
with el Ihe mapsaeon and auppoii Hat you 
may need ires week ^Hoeem service ttea 
wil be e kxky week: push forth your ptane 
and success « youn . A favour abia week lor 
buSMieaemen A good time for romance. 
Welch your heewi Gead Ms: 23. 24 end 
26 Lseky eewben. 3. 4 and 7 Favamlls 
dinettes' East 

UCM <16 Odaltr^ie Navem* 
n T.^aer) A vsry levourabie week 
bes ahead of you . M you are m 
.W j service a promoeon o not 
luled Out. OHeri wil come m 
for praise from thoee m authonly. friends 
and acquamisnces wMl conirHuie to your 
haopmess An efderiy rotative wd pmee very 
hetpiul His week ifyouaremtovt.HisisHs 
week to make a move towards a mora 
pormaneni retaaonahip A vary favourabta 
tune for proposmg marriage to your 
sweetheart Watch your hoalH Gaad dalas: 
24. 26 and 26 IM samkari: 4. B and 9 
FavaaraSte MraettaK North 


(P>*^ SCORPIO (IB Navintooi—Id (to- 
sambarl A audden turn of 
eventa wil lea v e you some' 
^^%'~£nwtiat perplexad this week 
}^ir<<2:^ H owever, ctwiges, s any. wi 
be tor the better A very old. almost forgotten 
fnond vnS gel m touch with you Chances ere 
Hal ho wil help you m a project you have In 
mni A“.'.jd cJ warning be on your guard, a 
f'«nd o 1X4 deceive you. Busmeu null 
i»uk« «>ir<aoy progress However, you aw 
.KTrised to keep a dose watch on yotf 
hnsnees Goad Ms: 2i. 24 M 26 tacky 
■ m eber t ; Z. 6 end 9. FavaareWe dttacttoii: 
Northw est 


S MOITTAmul (16 Dacembar— 
Id 4aaaarvl Financiaiy, Hta is a 
very hjcky week for you. On 
He professional from, you are 
Hkely to be successh^ pro¬ 
vided you lakf I reasonabli amount of nsK. 
The atlviat of a fnend wik be very helpful Do 
ncd be depressed if your elders oppose you. 
Deel wtth them tKttuliy. A letter towards the 
and of the weak is kkely to brmg you aomt 
good news The heaKh of a lamiiy member 
may cause worry Oaed defat: 22.26 and 27 
Lacty mM S. 7 and 9. f avanrsMa dlra^ 
Haa: East. 

^<1 CAMteORff (16 Jssairv-1d 
I l^Febieary) A lair measure of 
6 Bucceas a m aiore for you Hts 

week Do not be worried it you 
hnd your coneegues cornfMi* 
ave. This « a Kicky week for you end you wh 
emerge nghi on top if you do chose to 
oompeie Fey attention to the iwHitesi 
delAM of your work Thil iS e lucky week for 
al ipaculatori and gambiara The domes* 
K from wil remem celm A good week lor 
romenee Geed dM 21. 23 and 27. Lecky 
iwmbars: 3. 6 and 9 Fivaara l la diraclNfl: 
Northeast 

r’D>A^sADUAWU< (16 fffbniiry--1d 
Rarclil This week is not parti' 

I cutorty favourable for specula* 

^^^^p»aori and garnbhng Your win* 
L->Tgr^«i power and peraeverence win 
see you through a graat deal of Uoubla this 
weak. An oto frand may prove helpful. 
However, tor those «n service, subordmatea 
wdl turn out to be very troubtosoma, while 
aupenors win be sympeihavc, if not helpful 
towards you. A very good vne tor romanca. 
However, keep on eye on your heeilh. Bead 
Ml: 21.23 and 27. Ucky iMmaers; 3.6 and 
9 FaaeersMc diractlea: Nonneast and 
West 

P16CEI (IE Marett-ld April) 
Not a very tocky week is in 
^^^iuS^^Stora for^ you Your fnends 
r^//Xr^rn^ hat you down leaving you 
L3 uc ..^laekng very lonely and de¬ 
pressed However, women will come to your 
aid and make fNs a piaasani week lor you A 
word V edvtse ttrs is not a guud week for 
arguments, so a«o.d cuutruv( ';.ies and 
thmgs wH turn out feno A lutry week tor 
women chances are ihof you wiH bCQU^e 
clothes and ornaments The health of your 
terraiy may trouble you Geod dilis: 21. 23 
•no 24 Lasicir aiMnSeft; 2. e ano Q Pavear 
iMe ikactteai: South. 


Fir lhaia barn batwaan 16 fdsrtb lad 14 AprH: You generaiy sad He 
from scratch and risa to He top slowly end sieeddy. You are very 
dliitgeni ino persevenng two trails usu^ heU rtsponeioie tor your 
ultimeie success, Ynur's is not a Kfe of dreams and poetry Al He 
hardships of life coma your way at a very early ape meki^ you e 
men of Iho world m no time Most of yOu ire usuaby a.’seo c iOted with 
b^isne*:. T*»/ a,'*;**, pr /rxi' noeiafiori unciupc ri.» • n"**** 


staH, shipbukkng and iron and steel 
You have vary halptui brothers and sMng raatousy is unknown lo 
you However, your trianoa are noi very smears all the time Oo not 
be aurpnaed if Hey conapue apainst you. You era eiiracied lo the 
iner itoe of We and have a aoH corner for aH things bveutitui You 
have an uncermy knack of ivnog it oft with pisiant rvisii' ns A'*hough 
y'M* vAldom OH Hvolveri wlh IhM ... ,vM‘ Of tli.. 
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Things of quality 
havenofearoftime 


- f ' 


11 



" i i 



Tinie Ut« i*nciuv nl .A\ thin;iv 
made 1 1 wenkeos Ii Ussens. 

Il wcMfN mil ihi' huiNt c.iirliillv* 

hull firud\u'(5. 

Ciem 1 kIii.'vc> iIui ihcic me 
of taking the Ming out o\ intie 
Taming it to n p*un\ Mhere ii is 
nWayt rcspeclcd. Inii ncvcf (Varnl 
We km HA' the rval cliallcnia.* 
comes after the viks NV’lu*n 
hccvmcA ti^cd And tm*d hvtaime' 
oM. lytii n >shy wv have ;i n.Mion* 
wide service oriURizaiHin timi in 
as dose to you as vmui fdiuneNiol 
You see at Gem wu believe that 
quality is ihh someth ing Ui be 
rikked on and ofl'bke a neon 
sign. We hdieve it sh<iu)d be j 
phikxsophy of eHcetlence dedic.il<d 
to one pefsoH'^y’oii 



forever yours! 


MHilunl 77?d 



t7|4(lr«Ka 



SHRIf(AMPUR Telephone lubKnben 
o( tht town »r« vianning a novel Hiu* 
lion aaainir rhe "negliaeiK'' and 
**shainvfu)" munaaement of ihe tele* 
phone cvchunge. All those with phone 
connri’tiMns will take out a ntorcftt of 
donkeys carrying their phosci to the 
local telephone eachange—rrmee In- 
din (K. Madhusudhan, Bombay) 


?ar^Tfo!in^TiidB35^^^!pBday! 
tfahasira/atirrj day (22 February). 
According lo Mr C. B. Palini Cbettiar, 
truataCi the milky secretion ooces out 
ooce in 20 yean, *lt bapms uaoaJ^ 
during the month of Mas/ (February). It 
happened during the same mon» in 
1942 and again during 1962," he said. 
Explaining the botankaJ sigruf Kance of 
the phenomenon. Dr K. Naiarajan. read* 
er in Botany. Madras Univarsicy. says it 
is possible chat some wood rotting fun* 
gus had deteriorated and liquid started 
oosing out. this liquid, mostly water 
and tome minerals together, may resem* 
ble milk—Hindu ($. Biiwal. Bhu* 
banaswarl 

CURDASFUR. A warrant against a nan 
trho died long ago has been issued by 
the district authorities for the recovery 
of a loan he took it Mars ato. The 
person took a loan .for lU 9.500 under 
the "C^ your bouse Kheme” in I9S0, 
but did not repay and died in the 
meantime. The amount swalled to Rs 
9,40 lakhs with compound interest pil¬ 
ing up during the last 31 years—Hindu 
(V. R. Ramachaadran. Bombay) 


SURAT BuuziriR the way to prohibi* 
lion^ That was how the police described 
the octivli ic> of a group of volunteers of 
a voiiih organisation from a nonh Gu* 
jurat lowti who want to the adivaai 
dominated Dang, district earlier this 
week tn pronagate prohibition and orga* 
nine cuiiural activities emong the ediva* 
SIS. rdice buid some of the volunteers 
indulged in dniikmg and created scenes 
during the night disturbing (he peace of 
the nvighbourhovd—Indian Euprtss 
(Amanret ^ingh Bhatia. Thana) 

RAIPUK: Ibr people of Kurte village 
bordering Madhya Hradesh and Mahar* 
u^hirahuve sidl no knowle^ of (he 
state to which they belong These villa 
gem, mu inly tribal fishermen, have yet 
tu exticise their franchise as they have 
not been takati note of by eith^ the 
ceA8u«i enumerators or government offi- 
ciols engaged in preparing voters* 
lists —Time^ of India (Ramesh Modi, 
Muzaffarpur) 

JAMMU: A newly married woman from 
Baroda, reported' missing while on way 
to Srinagar for her honeymoon on 20 
February, had eloped with a boy as sha 
was married against her wishes, the 
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly was in¬ 
formed yesterday (25 February). Mr D. 
D. Thakur. finance minister, told the 
agitared members that she had sent a 
telegram to (he Miice here saying (hat 
she nad reached Ahnedabod safely— 
Deccan Chronicle (Umesb f, Hyder* 
abad) 

MADRAS: Streams of devotees 
thronged the Kadambadi Chinnanman 
temple in‘ Saidapet on Tuesday (23 
Pebnary) (o see and, ii possible, taste 
the milky secretion dripping down From 
an old neem tree. The tree, situated 
inside the 300*yeir*o]d lempla in 
Jayaram Chatti Street, became (Ke can* 
tre of attraction as temple priests found 
a white milky liquid oosing out from its 


AMRITSAR: Two bootleggers o4 Chhe- 
harta, who had given up ditiillint illicit 
liquor, have been pressurised ^ the 
police 10 resume (heir old business. One 
of them was reportedly contacted by 
policemen on 9 February and told to 
either restart business or face the con* 
sequences. When he refused be was 
arrested the next day for *possessiu" 
70 bottles of illicit liquor—Indian u* 
press (Mrs Kuhinder Ruler. Ludhiana) 

VISKAKHAPATNAM; A rmtp of •^If* 
educated girls were arrested recently 
while dancing in the nude on the bcacn 
at Vishakhapatnam, eccordiag to the 
city mayw. Speaking at a function orga* 
nisad to comaission a modem lighting 
system, he said most of the lights pro* 
vided on the beach road were being 
broken as tbev were hampering the 
'’love plays" of certain people on the 
Jieach during the night -—Times of India 
(Cbinmay %. Hota, New Delhi) 

PATNA: The fate of 1S7 M.Coa. ex¬ 
aminees of Patna University hangs in 
the balance as the university authorities 
have not been able to complete their 
examinetians which began on 7 AueuM 
1991. The examinees are of the l97i*Mf 
batch and the examinations ^wuld have 
been comOleted by June 1960. But due 
to the attitude of the authoritiea. they 
art still dragging oa The examinees 
have visited the examination centres IS 
times to appear for the examinations 
and the authorities have Mstpooed it 
seven times getrehitght {Samir Sinha, 

Pumea) 

MADRAS: Church bells througbout 
Tamil Nadu wtU loll ai ilOO nours 
tomorrow (29 February) to axpr e m pro* 
teat by the Christian coouBunity against 
the renaming of Cathedral Ro^ in 
soutb Madras as TTK Road after tba 
lata union fioance stiaisterT T. Kriah* 
naaachari—indian £xpres8 <C. V. Ra* 
iagopalan. Hyderabad) 




SVKImit 

vOfiHigUR 

I can never be unempJcived— Mrs 
Indira Gandhi replying t'u Mr Suh 
raoitniam Swamy's asscriion ihat 
ha was only interested in ihv unum* 
ploymeni rtf one womun, during a 
discussion m the Luk Sabha on 
women's epiplvymenl 

How can I b^me the Prime Minis*, 
ter when neiiher of my parents was 
a Prune Minister?-Mr Aial Behan 
Vajpayee on being asked if he 
aspired to be the PM 

There is no diversion (from Kovem- 
mam projects) and 1 have used my 
discretion to allot the cement. What 
is wrong with that?—Gundu Rao, 
chief minister vF Karnataka 

I do not even know how 1 came 
hare...Now 1 cannot say why 1 am 
going—T. Anjaiah, former chief 
minister of Andhra Pradesh 

1 understand the naiinn owes a debt 
to Rajiv Gandhi for having chorii. 
ably agreed to enter politics and 
save the nation—Cho Ramaswamy 
in Sunday Mrd.day 

The Sikhs and Khalistan can be the 
real bulwark gainst Russian ex* 
pani’on—Jagiit Singh Chauhan 
quoted in Inara Today 

Alter I taught the Pakistanis a 
lesson, they nave nut dared look at 
us —Jagjivan Ram (who was (ha 
defence minister during the war 
with Pakistan in 1971) 



There is no point in being in politics 
unless one nas power and becking. 
Tell me. which party will take 
me?— Gayairi tevi quoted in 
Asiaweek 

In a sense both parlies (Arabs and 
tsrxelis) iii the conflict are our 
clienis—Zbigniew Brzerinski, 
natitma) security adviser to former 
US President Jimmy Carter 

A judge is not a cloistered crea* 
ture—Justice Krishna Iyer quoted 
in the Indign Enpress magazine 
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Since needs to be harnessed, 
Bc^ of&s a comprehensive range 
^ to suitev^ need. 




DECORATIVE 


•JQLSW 









BMP2i9 


lJEPU/ie/1l 


V y 



earn so^us 



tJPf 160 


i^l 240 DP 



LUMINAIRES 


INDUSTRIAL 



A 

A 


•JHBI 260/400 


*x 

X s ^ 




BJMIP 60/126 


8J6F22 STREET LIGHT 


Th« lightlrrg poopi* 
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ANSWERS 

1. H a me n«U Mt* m bass of axnpov* 
Don. 

2. M is a cvniral European tok musie 
instrumenl laid on the hnats and 
pKKhed. 

3. The Persian malhemetictan Al- 

Kwarum 

4. Charles Edward J e a nneraf. 

5. The word bedlam is a comjpdon of 
O etMaham. The r^ame was ongauHy 
piven to a phory tn Btshopgaia wh<t> was 
aUsrwards converted into a lunatic 
asylum. 

6. S.OOO epeoas oi ants which belong 
to me same order (Hymanopetra^ as 
bees and weeps. 

7 A figure Of Speech where me apeeh* 
er or wnter suddenfy breaks end drecdy 
addresses some other person eaher 
present or imagmary 
0 Exunci pnmaies diet neo leemres 
simler to Doth opes and man, Earheal 
hominoM fosaiis have been been dated 
U million years OU 
9 Psephtiogv M It derived from 
psaphos ipeMM) dapoesad m urrta by 
voters m claascal Athens 


to. An andbody to an antigan whch la 
new lo Ihe body 

II An act of laiiBt. ft was a c a ramony 
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Protect your reffioerators. aircoobitionen 
stereo systems and other valuibte 
elecirtcti eouipmeni from power fti^etions 
wth the largest selling voiiege stebilieer^the 
Nelco Voltage Stabiliser. Available in a 
wide range. 
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MANEKA MAY ADDRESS LUCKNOW 
MEETING WITH RSS HELP 

THE last week of March may see 
Mrs Maneka Candhi makint her 
fintf public appearance ms a poliri- 
cian after her husband's Math, 

Plans are afoot lo huld a meeting in 
Lucknow's Baradan area '’for re* 
viewini; the implemcnieticrn of San* 
lay Gandhi’^ flve*poini program* 
me" on oiiher 2S or 2B March, in 
which Mrs Maneka Gandhi is ex* 
peered fu be the main speaker. Tbe 
programme is being organised by 
the late Sanjuy GanJhi's closa 
friend, Mr Akbar Ahmed, abas 
Dumpy, who a ruling twirty MLA 
in liitar Kradvsh According to 
sources close to the pro-Maneka 
camp, u few othei MPs and MiJSs 
are eKpvctoil to allend the meeting, 
which will be Manuka’s first test of 
hec popuUiiiy among the people. 

While II Is difficult to say how manv 
nicmlH*rN of iho ruling party wifi 
orentuolly (Mrtuipaie in the meet* 
ing, the KSh units in the towns 
aiound Luekiiow, particularly in 
Koiipui, hove l>fen secretly actv 
valid iM inobibse support for the 
met tirig. The sole of SuryM lo (he 
KSK may not have been an isolated 
ihcideiu, alter all. This is not for 
the first lime thai Mr Akbar Ahmed from the membership of the Con* 

ts becoming the centre ol a con* {tresst I) legislature party. Lest year 

iroversv. Within months of the itself. Dumpy had an open ei* 

disiih ol Siifljuy Gandhi, he floated change of hut words with Mr Rajiv 

an idea in Lucknow that (he San jay Gandhi in Parliament S centra I hall 

Giindhi loyalists should form a The sale of ^urva was negotiated 

*'lijniay Congress*' and get out of mainly between Maneka and 

iheCongrcss(i) But •$ the response Vasundhara Raje, the daughter of 

to this undisguised call for a revolt Kajmata Scindia. who is a close 

was feeble, the idea was shelved, friend of Dumpy. This London* 

Again, in 1^81. Dumpy seemed to trained chartered accountant, who 

have revived the vffnrt to cause became a Congresafl) MLA purely 

trouble when he and three other liecause of hn close friendship with 

(\ingr«ssCl) MLAs had issued a the late Sanjay Gandhi, seems «»be 

statement seeking the ouster of the bent upon embarTassing some high 

UP chief minister, Hr Vishwanath and mighiy people. And the is 

Hratap Singh and his replacement tmly too willing (u help htm du so. 

by either Rajiv Gandhi or Arun Interesiin^y, Mr^ Gandhi K ex* 

l^ehru. As a result of the statement, peered to gu abniad on 2t> M.in.h. 

show cause notices were issued to The timing of the mevling, chwe on 

all (he four and une of them. Mah* the heeU of the PM's fincign lour, 

e!ih Upadhyaya. is still su5peod«d U intrtgumg. 

WJvS 0.<\NG£ GETS AfiOTMER S^OB 

THE veteran communist leader, Mr a newly uc(|Uired building at Khan. 

Sripad Amrit Dange, wrho is the dala. near Bombay. 1 he uHicial pur* 

oldest surviving international trade pose uf the trust is tu hold educa* 

unionist of (he Moscow camp, ia tion classes for trade uniunisis, Mr 

now out of the presidium of (he Dange has two heirs—his two 

World Federation of Trade Unions. dau^term Rove and Sheila. While 

the Budapest based Moscow* Rosa and her husband are ualwans 

oriented trade union confedera* of Mr Dange's men communiNl par* 

tiim. Mr Dange, who could not (v mw. Shaita and her hu^l»and live 

attend ilie recent conference of the in Moscmw. In the Khandala trust. 

WFTU at Havana because he was Khaila and her husband have nut 

denied a Soviet visa, has been re* lieen included So. the refusal uf 

S uit'd MS a vice president of the the Soviet visa Mr Dange has 

^FTU hy Mr Indrajii Cuptu, the become a boon to Rosa aM her 

CPI member of laik Sabha, While husband. Had Mr Dange flown to 

Dange has now been eclipsed puliti* Havana via Mukow. who knows 

tally, tongues have started wagging what his other daughter would 

about a trust which he has set up in have discussed with him> 



URS'S STRANGE 
CALCULATIONS 

WHILE the negotiations between 
(he Lok Del, Janata Periy, BJP and 
the Congress! S) over the dinribu* 
tion of iGjya Sabha tickets was on, 
the CongresstSl president Mr Sher* 
ad Pawar suddenly received a let* 
ter on 9 March from his former 
party chief Mr Devarej Uri. saying 
that Mr Urs could not further par¬ 
ticipate in the inrei party talks, Mr 
Urs informed Mr Pawar that the 
combined opposition was capable 
of winning only five iwuts, of which 
two should gu to BJP, two to Janata 
Party end one to CungressiKi. Dae 
to some strange reesun Mr Ur^ 
decided to totally ignore the U»k 
Dal, end, to make mailers wnrve, 
copies of the letter to Mi Pawar 
were sent by Mr Ur^ to Lok Dal 
chairman;Cnaran Singh. Janutn 

C resident, Chandra Sheklui and 
JP preRident^Vajpavee. Tu begin 
with, when Mr Urs came to Delhi 
and literally forced himself into the 
lalkSjMr Pawar could Jo little but 
lei the former party |>ii>si(lent join. 
Hut now (hat Mr UrM has flown 
.iw.iy tu Bangalore on 9 March afrei 
liaiuhng over the Mtei* to Mi 
l*aw,u. Mr Pawar dues not know 
wliiih way to look. 

jAMEs'i^^' 


MR Kamal Nath, the CongrosMlI 
Ml* Crum Chlndwara, ihuwM some 
unusual humour on the Door of (he 
Lok babha on 8 March. While inter 
tupting (he speech of Mr Y.B, Chu* 
van, he had a dig at both Mr Chav an 
and the finance minisiet^Mr Pranab 
Mukherjee. In a longwindnig 
speech, Mr Chavan was recalling 
the bond schemes iiiiroduccd by 
the previous finance minisier. 
When he had recounted all the 
previous bonds and was saying, 
**and the preseni finance minister 
has iniitKluced..." Mr Kamel Nath 
shouted "James Bond.'' The whole 
bouse burst into laughter, which 
was a pleasant relief during a se¬ 
rious financial discussion. 

13 GETS LUCKY 

Thirteen, the pruverbial unlucky 
number, seems to have had proved 
lucky at the National Defence Col* 
lege, the Delhi-based training in^ti. 

tute for senior service officers. In 
1973, the Uth batch went to attend 
the NDC course. And two of the 
members of the I3th batch have 
now become the chit^s of (heir 
respective services, the navy and 
the air force. Both admiral 0.5. 
Dawson and air chief marihal Dil* 
bach Singh were members of (he 
13th (raining batch. This, indden. 
(•Uy, is • First fur the NDC. 

0. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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if high-fashion fabrics 
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loud-soft textures. 







